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GOVERNORS  MESSAOE- 

Felbw  CiHzms  of  the  Senate 

and  House  cf  Representatives : 

Addressing  to  you  the  last  annual  communication  I  shall  be 
called  upon  to  present  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  It  is  a  source  of 
unfeigned  gratificatfon  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
prosperous  condition  to  which  our  rising  commonwealth  has  at- 
tained. You  are  assembled  at  a  period  of  peculiar  interest  Our 
people  have  been  favored  with  general  health ;  rich  rewards  have 
been  gathered  in  the  fields  of  agriculture ;  and  in  every  branch 
of  trade,  industry  and  labor  have  been  crowned  with  iTnexampled 
success.  With  such  an  earnest  from  the  past,  and  with  juit 
hopes  and  expectations  for  the  future,  we  cannot  fail  to  reach 
that  high  destiny  which  has  been  assigned  us  with  our  sister  rs- 
publics. 

Neither  are  these  indications  of'  prosperity  confined  to  the 
Kmits  of  our  own  state.  We  have  but  to  look  abroad  unod  the 
condition  of  our  common  country,  to  be  satisfied  with  Ae  lot  Pi^ 
vidence  has  assigned  us.  With  a  government  the  freest  in  the 
world,  we  are  exempt  from  internal  dissentions ;  our  external 
relations  with  foreign  powers  are  as  yet  undisturbed ;  our  com- 
merce is  known  to  every  clime;  the  increase  of  our  population  is 
beyond  former  example ;  and  on  every  side  our  country  presents 
the  evidences  of  that  continued  faVbr  which  has  elevated  us  from 
feeble  and  dependant  colonics  to  an  extended  and  powerful  con- 
federacy. 

Based  as  our  government  is,  upon  the  representative  will  6f 
the  people,  the  legislature  is  emphatically  the  depository  of  their 
lights  and  liberties.  It  will,  therefore,  fellow  citizens,  become 
vott  to  watch  with  a  vigilant  eye  the  diflerent  interests  committed 
to  j^our  charge,  to  guard  against  all  encroachments  upon  the 
rights  of  those  you  represent,  to  expose  all  abuses  of  power  or 
1 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


8  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

trust,  and  to  provide  wholesome  checks  against  subseauent  dan* 
ffcrs.  Coming  as  you  do,  from  the  immediate  body  of  the  people^ 
knowing  their  desires  and  wants,  it  is  expected  that  your  wisclom 
and  patriotism  will  supply  the  deficiencies  and  correct  the  errors 
of  other  branches  of  the  government.  No  station,  therefore,  cao 
be  more  important,  than  the  one  you  now  occupy.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  your  duties,  you  are  bound  by  the  strongest  obligations, 
to  emleavor  to  perpetuate  the  principles  upon  which  our  govern- 
ment has  been  founded;  you  are  caHed  upon  to  chensh  that 
ardent  attachment  for  liberty  and  equal  richts»  which  can  alone 
secure  the  happiness  of  the  American  people ;  and  it  is  expected 
that  by  your  precept  and  example,  you  will  foster  a  veneration 
for  the  institutions  of  our  country. 

The  officer  at  the  bejad  of  the  treasury  will  lay  before  you  the 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  state.  rVoni  hfs  representation* 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  current  receipts  into  the  treasury  fot  the 
past  year,  have  fiillen  short  of  the  expenditures  of  the  govern- 
metttf  un(|er  appropriations  by  law*  The  amount  of  receipls 
from  the  first  day  of  January,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  December, 
eighteen  hurnlred  and  thirty-eiffht,  was  one  hundred  seventy- 
s^ven  thousand  six  hundred  andsixty^two  dollars,  twenty  qsnts ; 
the  expenditures  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred eighty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty^eight  dollars, 
seventy-six  cents,  showififf  an  excess  of  expenditures  of  sdvefl 
thoqsaiid  nine  hundred  and  six  dollars,  fifty ^•six  cents.  This  defi- 
}oien(gr  in  the  revenue,  is  deepl]^  to  be  regretted,  and  caHs  for  the 
prompt  and  e6Scient  interposition  of  the  I^slature.  Vou  will 
peroeivey  from  the  report  of  the  Auditor  General,  that  the  amount 
of  taxes  due  and  unpaid  by  the  difierent  counties,  will  nearly 
^ual  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.     This  inattention  on  tlie 

tart  of  the  officers  of  many  counties,  to  the  solemn  requisitions  of 
kW,;must  prostrate  the  energies  of  the  state  government,  unless 
corrected ;  and  I  submit  to  you,  whether  some  additional  remedy 
should  not  be  provided  against  this  gross  neglect  of  duty.  The 
neglect  in  the  assessment  and  returns  of  some  of  the  counties 
must  also  be  remedied  by  special  le,nrislation,  at  your  present 
session.  Sensible  that  the  subject  requires  the  immediate  consi- 
deration of  the  I^islature,  and  satisfied  that  the  existing  defects 
in  our  revenue  system  demand  a  prompt  correction,  I  earnestly 
invoke  your  attention  to  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  wifl 
lelieve  the  people  of  Michigan  from  the  otherwise  inevitable  con- 
^uence,  an  embarrassed  and  bankrupt  treasury.  It  is  but  just, 
however,  to  add»  that  in  addition  to  the  deficiencies  in  collebting 
;tl^  revenue^  ti^  heavy  charges  incident  to  the  operations  of  a 
\iew  state,  and  which  have  t^en  drawn  from  the  general  fund 
under  the  sanction  of  your  predecessors,  vdll  in  some  d^free  ofier 
a  justification  for  the  balance  against  the  treasury. 
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ft  aflbnfeio^  thehigbe«l  gratifrjtion  tprepew  jtny  cpogi^uiift- 
fipQS  oa  toe  successfulprogres^  of  our  works  of  internal  imprpve- 
floent^  £ach  division  of  the  Bysiem  has  been  prosecuted  with  an 
4N)ergy  and  activity,  h^hly  creditable  to  tho^e  to  whom  they  ar^ 
entrusted*  The  oeotraT  road  is  under  contract  as  far  as  JacK$oq« 
being  a  distance  of  seventy-eight  miles  from  Detroit,  and  locations 
lire  DOW  in  progress  as  far  as  Kalamazoo*  ope  hundred  and  lorty 
miles  firoip  Detroit    By  the  agreen)ent  with  the  contractor,  that 

CrtioQ  of  this  road  between  x  psilanii  and  Ann  Arbor,  should 
ve  been  ready  fo;*  the  iron  rails,  as  early  as  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, btU  irom  some  cause^  is  not  as  yet  completed.  On  ihe  south- 
erR  rood  a  commendable  energy  has  been  evinced.  Thirty  miiie^ 
of  this  roadf  as  far  as  Adrian*  will  be  ready  for  laying  the  ir(^ 
earl^  in  the  ensuing  spring ;  it  is  under  contract  as  far  as  Hills- 
4a]e,  and  the  engineer  are  completing  the  final  locations  on  the 
Ibird  division,  ^  fiso*  as  the  villa^  of  Branch.  The  Saginaw  apd 
Cliotoa  canals  are  in  active  progress  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of 
the  northern  railro&d,  which  has  been  placed  under  cQptract  for 
dearing  and  grubbing  from  Fort  Huron  to  Lyons.  The  con- 
tracts u>T  the  construction  of  the  canal  around  the  falls  of  the  Saujt 
de  Ste*  Marie  have  be^n  let,  and  the  work  itself  will  be  commeQ- 
md  at  an  early  day.  Additional  experience  bat  serves  to  confirm 
the  importance  of  this  laat  improvement,  and  it  is  hoped  it  ma^ 
command  the  consideration  of  the  l^i^Iature.  For  a  more  parti- 
cular and  detailed  statement,  however,  of  the  condition  and  pro- 
grespi  of  our  internal  improvements,  {  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
the  report  of  the  comnMssionerSt  which  will  be  laid  before  you 
withogt  unneeessary  dela  v. 

The  eiipenditures  in  this  department,  thus 
$888,301  03.     On  the  central  road,  the  e: 
9572,789  «9^*  the  southern,  9216,825  70; 
^8  69 ;  on   the  Clinton  canal,  $3^1,098 
•]7;203  99;  the  Sault  de  St^.  Marie  canal, 
the  difikrent  navigable  streams,  924«139  64. 
^  only  work  which  has  been  completed, 
income.    The  returns  of  the  collector  exhil 
aoeat  of  receipts,  and  they  auggr  well  for  the  ultimate  success  of 
thi^  road,  as  a  work  of  public  importance.    From  the  month  of 
Pdbrnary,  1833,  when  the  road  was  opened*  to  the  eighteenth  day 
of  December  U»u  the  ej^tire  receipt  of  tolls  amounted  to  981,- 
604  54*    The  n^aober  of  passenj^ni  who  have  passed  over  this 
road*  waa  twenty-eigh^  thousaod  seven  liundred  and  fifty  one ; 
Hbe  ampiint  of  merchandise  transported,  nine  millions  seven  bun* 
^Hpd  and  niinety-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifteen  ppunds ; 
fuaidlba  nuiaber  of  barrels  of  flour,  fifieon  thousand  and  fifty.    This 
pnomol  iQfieista^fiSiw  deth^^in^  the  ejipenses  of  the  road,  is 
applicaWa  ig  the  puiyoses  of  tb^  ain^iqg  TurKJL  apd  is  now  in  bank. 
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"When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  receipts  as  above  stated,  have 
accrued  on  only  twenty-eight  miles  of  tne  road,  it  is  fair  to  eon- 
elude  that,  in  progress  of  time,  when  the  entire  work  is  completed, 
the  resources  of  the  state  developed,  and  the  enterprize  of  our 
increasing  population  actively  employed,  i{  will  yield  a*  return  of 
income  beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

But  this  flattering  exhibition  must  not  lead  us  to  forget  the  cau- 
tion and  economy  with  which  our  expenditures  should  be  made. 
We  have  adopted  a  system  of  internal  improvements  which  wiH, 
for  its  success,  demand  the  exercise  of  our  most  rigid  economy. 
The  works  we  have  in  contemplation,  embrace,  in  all,  a  distance 
of  eleven  hundred  and  nine  miles,  and  are  to  be  constructed  at  an 
estimated  expenditure  of  seven  million  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  exclusive  of  all 
cost  for  cars,  locomotives,  and  other  machinery.  This  estimate, 
it  is  feared,  will  fall  short  of  the  actual  cost  of  these  works ;  and 
with  such  apprehensions,  it  will  behoove  the  legislature  to  guard 
with  scrupulous  care  the  fund  assigned  to  this  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment. Examine  rigidly  the  expenditures  of  the  commissiori- 
ers.  Let  no  complaints  pass  unheeded.  Direct  your  committees 
to  investigate  fully  the  proceedings  of  the  present  and  previous 
boards  of  commissioners,  that  it  may  be  distinctly  known  to  the 
people  of  Michigan,  if  there  has  been  any  profligate  expenditures, 
or  improper  use  of  the  public  moneys. 

Connected  with  the  internal  improvements  of  the  state,  there 
is  a  subject,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  impartial  conside- 
ration.    Under  the  act  of  March  21st,  1837,  the  Governor  of  the 
rized  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars. 
!)een  fulfilled,  and  I  now  submit  to  the  legislature 
it  negotiation. 

[)n  the  enactment  of  the  law  authorizing  this  loan, 
gotiaiion  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  competent 
y  of  New  York,  it  being  impracticable  for  the 
e  slate  to  devote  personally  to  the  undertaking, 
lich  its  magnitude  required.  Although  confident- 
is  time,  that  a  negotiation  would  be  closed,  at  an 
in  consequence  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the 
and  the  difficulty  attending  the  sale  of  American 
le  expectations  of  the  agent  were  left  unrealized, 
wever,  to  sav,  that  this  assurance  of  the  agent  was 
ices  from  Europe,  received  through  the  banking- 
the  foreign  negotiation  was  entrusted.  As  an 
loan  would  be  concluded,  the  agent  agreed  to  ad- 
ite,  on  his  own  account,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
s.  This  amount  was  received,  and  contrary  to 
J  or  instructions,  through  bills  drawn  on  London, 
le  Michigan  state  stock.    The  subsequent  recep- 
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tidQ  in  London  of  tfie  amended  law,  authorising  the  loftn,  htdooed 
Ihe  contracting  parties  to  break  off  the  negotiation,  which  wooid 
have  been  successful,  had  not  the  amended,  as  well  as  the  original 
law  been  defectYve.  This  feiture  in  the  foreign  negotiation,  com* 
pelled  the  reimbursement  of  the  sum  received  through  the  medi- 
um of  the  European  bankers. 

To  satisfy  the  legislature  that  this  stock  has  been  introduced 
into  the  European  market  under  the  most  fiivorable  auspices,  it  is 
but  necessary  to  state,  that  it  was  entrusted  to  tlie  bands,  and  re- 
ceived the  personal  attention  of  a  member «f  the  house  of  Prime, 
Ward  and  King,  of  the  city  of  New  Y<H'k.  Mr.  King  thus  re* 
ports  the  result  of  his  attempted  negotiation  in  London  :-— ^  The 
bonds  were  received  in  Lond<m  in  December,  1^7.  Preparao 
tory  negotiations  had  been  entered  into  there,  with  a  prospect  of 
success,  in  the  anticipation  that  the  amendatory  act  ot  Michigan 
wouki  have  been  clear  and  explicit  as  to  making  principal  and 
interest,  both  in  stcrlhig  n^ney,  payable  in  London.  Said  amen- 
datory act,  as  also  tne  oridnal  act,  relating  to  these  bondi, 
nowhere  expressly  and  directly,  nor  in  anyway  but  by  inference, 
authorized  or  permitted  the  payment  of  the  principal  abroad, 
although  it  was  explicit  as  to  tbe  payment  of  interest.  But  it 
directly  limited  the  rate  at  which  payment  of  either  or  both  should 
be  made  m  London — at  par,  or  94  44-100  per  £l  sterling, 
although  it  requires,  that  any  premium  or  gained  exchange  upon 
*ihe.  negotiation  shouki  be  accounted  for  to  the  state  of  Michigan. 
Thus,  although  the  state  might  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds 
in  sterling  abroad,  at  a  premium  of  ten  par  cent,  ]ret  it  wouM 
.'only  refund  the  money  and  pay  the  interest  at  par — in  other 
wonfe,  to  receive  94  8S*100  per  '£  sterling,  but  to  pay  back 
t4  44- too  per  £  sterling.  It  was  then  thought  practicable  to 
negbtiate  for  bonds  in  doHars,  principal  and  interest  payat>ie  ki 
New  York,  but  the  uncertainty-  as  to  rates  of  exchange,  ren- 
dered any  probable  price  ki  London  insufficient  to  cover  limits. 
An  efibrt  was  then  madef  to  obtain  authority  to  draw  for  a  giveb 
amount,  upon  leaving  the  bonds  in  London,  if  that  should  snit  the 
state  of  Michigan  ;  but  no  such  authority,  except  after  sates 
made,  could  be  obtained.  The  rate  in  London  for  a  Michigan 
kmn  of  six  per  cent,  interest  and  principal  payable  in  New  York, 
-would  probably  be  fB5  40<>100,  without  allowance  for  oommli- 
sion  and  chargess."  Thus  much  of  the  report  of  Mr^  King  is 
submitted  lo  you,  in"  justice  to  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  that 
the  embarrassments  attending  the  negotiation  of  this  loan  may  be 
'fally  understood. 

m  the  mean  time,  however,  onder  the  apptehenskm  that  the 
'  deltas  in  tbe  foreign  negotiation  might  leave  the  board  of  internal 
'  unprofsment  without  the  adequate  fonds  neoessary  for  the  pro- 
secution ef  the  public  works  under  tbeh*  ehdige,  five  faundM 
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Ikommnd  ddlan  of  mie  boodk  whmoU  ta  «  gaMteMttif  <U« 
dly  «t  ft  premium  of  iix  per  cent,  MyaUe  io  iha  conwH  fiiodf 
of  oiir  own  bankf.  On  tbM  sale  to  Mr«  Newh^ry,  twohuadraj 
Ihnuffaod  dollars  was  paid,  the  remaining  three  hundred  thousand 
deiiars  of  bonds  was  returned  to  the  state  autherities»  in  cans»* 
quence  of  the  inability  of  the  holder  to  meet  his  payaoents,  or  (9 
negotiate  his  stoek*  oitber  in  American  or  Eurppean  maitets. 
Previous  Io  this  sale,  a  proposition  was  made  to  the  Detrpii  oiljr 
banks*  but  they  declined  entering  into  anv  Begottationa. 

For  the  further  purpose  of  sliowin|[  the  embarraasmenU  and 
difliculties  attending  moneyed  operations  during  the  period  the 
Jdkhigan  loan  has  been  in  market,  I  b^  leave  to  state,  that  on 
the  seventh  day  of  May  hist,  e  written  oonlract  for  tbe  entire 
loan*  at  par,  was  entered  into  with  a  gentleman  of  the  city  of 
JNew  York,  whose  financial  relations  justified  the  eoncluaion  that 
be  could  command  the  ability  to  meet  his  ei^gi^gement.  £ttb(y 
thousand  dollars  on  this  oonlraci  was  paidt  l^t  it  was  subse- 
quendy  cancelled,  from  the  inability  ot  the  oontniot^  to  meet 
Ais  additional  payments. 

Under  these  ember  rassments,  and  amidst  the  continued  inemase 
^f  slate  securities  in  both  the  American  and  European  marbsls, 
I  dosed  a  contract  in  May  last,  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking 
eompany»  for  five  millions  ef  state  stock,  inckKliiv  that  issued  to 
the  Ypsilafiti  and  Tecumseh«  and  Allegan  and  Marshall  railntwd 
eompames,  A  comr  of  this  contract*  together  with  other  papens 
felatinff  to  the  suoject,  accompany  this  eemmunioation,  anid  to 
which  1  be^  leave  to  refer  you. 

The  desire  and  expectation  of  all  the  parties  to  this  contraot 
was,  that  the  state  o(  Miehiffan  should  realiae  the  par  value  of 
ber  bonds.  By  the  tenns  of  die  oontraett  the  sale  was  oensidered 
abeoluie,  although  the  agreement  itself  is  shaped  as  an  agenoy. 
The  feature  in  the  contraa  was  urged  from  the  feot,  mat  as 
Michigan  stock,  introduced  into  the  market  through  other  souroea t 
hftd  sold  as  k>w  as  niaety^tliree  or  ninety-five  cents  on  Ihe  doHer, 
Ihe  Morris  canal  and  baaUqg  ceoapsEny  were  enprefaen9ivef  that 
in  the  first  disposition  of  this  loan,  they  shouki  oe  compelled  to 
eell  below  the  par  vakie  oi  the  bonds.  They  were  unwilliQff  to 
enceunier  this  risk,  and  as  the  lew  ferbade  a  direct  sale  at  a  less 
rate  than  par,  provision  was  made  for  a  commission  under  an 
egency,  the  company  sfuaranteeia^  to  the  state  the  difibieat  in- 
aSdsEients,  whether  funcb  wore  rea&sed  on  a  sale  of  the  bonds  4Nr 
not.  Under  ibis  ncttotiiilion,  one  miilioB  thiw  hundred  thousand 
dollars  has  been  paid  into  the  state  treasury.  For  the  first  veer 
^iUie  notes  of  the  Morris  camd  and  banking  company  wenetojaave 
been  received  in  payment,  and  to  be  disbursed  by  the  etatet  JmH 
Aom  consideraiiens  cooneeted  with  our  cunesg^r  ai  hornet  ^fcsAe 
AUrindy  days  wm  eubsequently  enhfltitttted».as  nppea^ly  tbe 
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liBOciated  wMi  the  Merrii  eanal  add  banking  oempanfv  in  tba 
pMthaae  of  the  Michigan  bonds>  witt  be  found  persona  of  high 
Mnidmg  with  the  financial  fniMic,  both  in  the  United  S|at8s  aind 
Europe.  With  a  desii^  to  realise  to  the  atate  the  par  value  of 
her  ato6k,  atf  agent  was  despatched  abroad,  who»  as  late  as  Otto* 
ber  t«^my*sixth,  e^teen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  had  beet 
^liable  to  eflSsct  any  tiegotiation*  Under  these  embarrassisg 
dircutttttancest  the  Morris  oanal  and  banking  company^  as  you 
will  percehre  b?  the  dooumeats  tmnsmitted  to  you,  have  dosed 
tte  eAtbe  n^otlation  by  a  sate  of  three  millions  of  stock  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  t  regretted  the  necessity  of  this 
iak^  as  I  had  hoped  to  have  saved  to  the  state  the  payment  of  si 
oemmMooa. 

A«  a  justification  for  ck)Siog  Ihh  negotiationy  the  parties  in  their 
oomimnnicatien  say :  ^  After  ooMuhing  with  those  interested  wkh 
tiSv  m  the  cootraot  and  acency  made  with  you  on  behalf  of  jrour 
state,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  we  see  no  prospect  ef 
benefiting  you^  by  decKnio^  the  oflbr  now  made  to  ust  and  have 
therefore  closed  with  the  party  mahinff  the  offer  to  purchase  at 
par.  We  are  free  to  confess^  that  the  recent  advices  freai 
Euroee,  of  the  sreat  and  unexpected  accumuhition  of  American 
eeeotities  oibfed  at  low  rates,  and  the  fact  that  sonw  of  the  moat 
tiadotibted  state  stocks  have  been  uified  upon  that  tnarket  fay 
banking-houses,  whose  connections  with  this  country  had  led  os 
to  expect  a  dififerant  course,  have  inspired  no  little  apprehensiona 
of  ttimleasant  results^  and  have  caused  us  for  some  time  past^  la 
feel  tnat  the  commission  stipulated  for,  forms  but  an  tnadeqaaie 
coik^jbeDsation  for  continuing  the  risk  of  the  foreign  market 
Banaiiq;  hooses  in  London  give  a  very  gloomy  aspect  to  the  feet- 
ing  in  rMird  to  Amerkan  securities)  and  the  Great  Western  baa 
actually  brought  back  a  large  amount  of  six  per  cent  bonds  pay* 
able  in  London,  from  utter  inability  to  realize  fonda  upon  them, 
except  at  immenae  saoifice.    In  awidition  to  all  this,  sterlioff  rix 

Kr  cent  bonds,  have  been  mcently  soM  in  this  city  at  one  wmt 
ed  and  tfiree,  and  more  are  ofibred  at  the  same  rate,  which 
WoqM  nodoce  the  rate  of  your  bonds,  being  payable  in  this  ooo»- 
try,  to  about  ninety4wo  cents.** 

I  hav«r  thes^  as  coociselv  as  a  correct  understandhi^  c(  the 
tdbjpa  wonM  permiti  stated  to  yod  the  proceedings  which  hat* 
heen  had  onder  the  act  antfaorasing  a  loan  of  five  mttliona  of  do^ 
lars  for  purposes  of  interna)  bnprovements.  The  negotiation 
emued  hito  was  the  most  fav<»mbie  presented  by  the  market ; 
hidead  it  became  a  question,  whether  this  contract  should  be  ae* 
eqiMd,  wear  works  of  idtetnal  improvement  be  arrested.  After 
malisti  MtbettatkM,  it  w«a  belisved  that  a  saspaoskwi  of  ear 
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^Mrbsof  ioternai  ieoproveiaent  at  this  tiiiH3»  would  hare  provsea 
more  pn^udical  to  the  publie  interest  than  the  sale  of  stock  which 
bai  been  made.  No  other  motive  has  actuated  the  Executive, 
thpn  a  desire  to  discharge  his  duties  with  fideli^,  and  to  advance 
the  prosperity  of  the  state  $  he  can  only  regret,  that  he  is  unable 
10  report  a  more  satisfaetory  resuh  to  his  eflbrts.  , 

.  The  negotiation  of  this  loan  was  committed  to  the  Executive, 
^:ontrary  to  his  sense  and  opinion  of  what  was  due  to  the  public 
interests.  At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  he  earnestly 
recommended,  by  a  special  message,  the  appointment  of  loancoai^ 
missioners ;  he  stated  his  inability  to  devote  the  proper  time  to 
Ihe  duty  imposed  upon  bim ;  and  above  all,  urged  that  it  w^ 
wrong  in  principle  to  intrust  sudi  heavy  interests  to  the  uncont 
trolled  discretion  of  one  individual,  when  no  corresponding  securi- 
ties to  the  state  existed.  Whilst  the  commissioners  of  other  states 
devote  their  undivided  exertions  to  the  negotiation  of  their  loans, 
find  are  present  a  greater  portion  of  the  year  at  the  theatre  of 
iheir  operations,  the  time  of  the  executive  of  fhis  state  has  been 
loo  much  divided  between  the  ordinary  duties  of  his  office  and  tus 
negotiations  abroad,  to  secure  a  proper  attentioa  to  the  important 
trusts  committed  to  him*  If»  then,  it  should  occur  to  the  legisla- 
iture,  that  the  success  of  this  loan  would  have  been  promoted  had 
it  been  placed  in  other  hand^,  the  loss  may,  in  part,  be  attributed 
jLo  a  fak»e  economy,  which  would  jeopardize  millions  of  the  public 
iunds,  rather  than  create  the  comparatively  unim^iortaot  charge 
yp^  the  treasury  of  an  additional  salaried  office.  With  such 
views  and  sentiments,  I  must  again  urge  upon  the  legislature,  th^ 
absolute  importance  of  transferripg  the  nfumagf^ment  of  this  loan 
40  otiier  hands. 

.  -  But,  if  the  subject  b  inquired  into,  with  a  spirit  of  candor,  it 
will  be  ibund,  that  the  loss  to  the  state  will  not  ultimately  prove 
iBo.great  as  it  at  first  imagined.  By  the  contract  with  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  our  bonds  are.  made  dollar  bonds^ 
and  are  payable,  both  principal  and  interest,  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  In  the  payment  of  ihe  interest  for  twenty-five  years  to 
0pme,  when  the  principal  is  to  be  redeemed,  no  commissions  or 
charges  are  accruing  against  the  state,  neither  have  we  for  the 
'game  period  foreign  exchange  against  us«  These  considerations 
are  of  some  moment,  and  are  worthy  of  consideration.  It  may 
•perhaps  also  be  well  to  inquire  into  the  sale  of  the  stocks  of  other 
fitates,  and  more  particularly  those  of  our  own,  issued  to  private 
4xxnpanies|  which  were  introduced  into  n>arket  from  other  sources^ 
jmd  which,  to  say  the  least,  have  elevated  the  credit  of  the  state 
.te  no  great  extent.  But,  as  there  ace  many  circurnstanqes  con* 
OQded  with  this  negotiation,  which  admit  of  explanation,  and 
which  have,  perhaps»  in  the  excitement  of  a  political  content*  re« 
csived  an  unjust  application,  I  woukl  recomoiend  the  appointr- 
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;  <if  ft  conmittoa  to  inveitigaie  nH  sueh  tniitteni  •§  pnofleot  w 
nibyorable  aspect  to  a»y  portioa  of  your  bo^.  For  mya^  | 
coarC  the  roo8t  rigid  kiqvtiryt*— ody»  I  deoMiid  it  at  the  honds  fif 
Ab  legislature. 

Tbe.uo()aniUe]ed  agitatioo,  wfaich  bas  eatisted  throughout  tba 
couBiry  for  the  past  two  years*  makes  it  pny  imperative  daiy  to 
eail  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  currency,  it  oertaiuly 
is  oee  of  the  h^est  duties  of  the  legislature*  to  guard  the  puhlie 
■feaiBst  the  evils  of  a  spurious  and  vitiated  currency.  Ours  has 
hitherto  chiefly  consisted  of  the  paper  issues  of  the  state  baoks^ 
These  institutions,  if  properly  coodocted,  are  not  only  highly 
MsefiA  but  may  be  considared  as  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
eouMy.  The  object  of  leigislatiou  idiould  therefore  be,  sot  I9 
dbestfoy,  bet  to  eorroct  the  sd^oses  incident  to  the  preaent  systeos 
of  beaking. 

Jo  nevievring  the  history  of  the  embarrossments  that  have  so 
yeoently  coavoked  the  Afloerican  continent,'  the  distant  observer 
iBost  be  struck  with  no  little  wonder,  when  seeing  a  nation  at  the 
very  h^ght  of  its  prosperity,  and  almost  without  any  apparent 
coMso,  snddenly  plunged  into  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  To  him, 
however,  who  watd^  the  pr<^ress  of  evonts  at  home)  the 
approftcbhig  catastrophe  was  inevitable. 

But  a  short  time  previous  to  this  revulsion  throughout  the 
oenolry,  our  commercial  affairs,  and  trade  in  general,  were 
iproatly  extended,  and  chiefly  conducted  on  credit.  The  means 
4or  snslainiog  thb  state  of  things,  were  furnished  by  the  immonse 
aoioiint  of  paper  curreney  isst;^  by  the  innumerable  banks  esta» 
Mohed  by  the  diflR^reot  states.  This  increase  of  currency,  if  k 
cnn  be  eaiied  a  currency,  occasioned  increase  of  prices,  fkiciua^ 
liana  and  expansiona  in  tbecirculating  medium,  and  finally  a  tolaJ 
derangesnont  of  the  laws  of  trade ;  and  as  iho  profits  of  the 
hanks  w&e  m  piMportton  to  their  discounts,  the  approanhing  de- 
JMod  lor  specie,  by  a  return  of  their  issues,  was  overlooked. 
The  period  arrived  however,  when  the  demand  for  specie,  to  pay 
lesieign  deUs«  must  be  made,  and  the  inability  in  the  banks  to 
meet  it,  produced  the  general  suspension  of  specie  paynaentii 
winoh  bas  been  so  destructive  to  the  couatry. 

No  .iMe^  perhaps,  has  suiflfered  more  from  the  evib  of  a  do- 
nmged  coireQcy  than  our  own.  A  most  serious  and  respond 
hie  portion  of  your  legisianve  iaborst  tfaorsfoi^,  consists  in  supply^- 
ing  an  dfecUiaJ  remedy  against  the  disastrous  scenes  of  the  past 
year.  Let  your  attention  h^  ddigently  directed  to  this  object,  for 
etperienee  has  shewn  that  neith^  a  regard  fot  the  rights  $(  the 
pes^  a  sense  of  moral  obligation,  nor  a  respect  for  the  injuno- 
lk>n  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  are  always  stifficient  to  restrain 
haoJts  ia  the  ahuse  of  pKd)lie  trust.  To  the  reports  of  your  Bftnfc 
srs,  I  refer  you,  for  a  detailed  atataoieot  of  the  ooBdi- 
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Iba  and  opera tidns  of  tbe  dtflferent  institotions  of  the  state,  and  I 
fiubrok  to  your  wisdo.n,  the  correction  of  such  abuses  of  your 
banking  system,  as  will  be  exhibited  to  you  by  those  officers. 

But  the  restoration  of  our  currency  to  a  sound  state,  ought  to 
be  e&cted  with  as  little  injury  as  possible  to  existing  institutions* 
A  just  system  of  redrew  for  abuses  committed)  and  the  refiwrma* 
tion  of  palpable  defects,  does  not,  by  any  means,  necessarily  imply 
a  hostility  to  banks.  The  sickly  cry  of  war  against  the  btidni 
is  losing  its  influence  with  an  intelligent  public.  War  against 
the  banks !  Is  it  to  be  seen  in  the  banking  history  of  the  past  two 
years — in  obligations  unredeemed,  laws  violated,  and  public  sen- 
timent outraged  ?  War  against  the  banks  I  Is  it  to  be  found  ia 
the  archives  of  your  national  or  state  Ieg»latures — in  legaHrii^ 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  in  the  indulgence  of  tho 
federal  government  to  its  depositories,  and  in  the  forbearance  of 
the  American  people?  Let  there  be  an  end,  then,  of  this  cry  of 
war  against  the  banks.  The  banks  have  their  r^ts,  and  sbouM 
be  protected  in  them ;  but  they  are  not  above  all  law,  both  homan 
and  divine.  The  right  of  exemption  from  all  responsibility  to  the 
people,  as  set  up  by  many  of  the  existing  banks  of  the  present 
day,  is  fraught  with  the  most  dangerous  consequences^  and  should 
be  firmly  and  boldly  resisted.  As  has  been  justly  declared,  if  iH 
th6  pretensions  of  these  corporations  are  acknowledged,  it  is  ele- 
vn ting  the  money  power  above  all  others — "abovo  thrones  and 
prinofpatities,  laws  and  constitutions.  The  debasing  consequen- 
ees  which  niust  follow,  both  morally  and  polKically,  are  easilT 
seen.  Can  it  be  done  without  debasing  the  noble  and  indepeno*> 
ent  spirit  which  created  our  free  institutiohs,  and  without  which  it 
is  impossible  to  maintain  them  ?  Can  it  be  done  without  spreading 
over  the  land  one  all-absorbing  spirit  of  gain,  which  shall  extii»- 
guish  all  the  mom  elevated  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  raise' him 
who  may  dispense  the  favors  of  banks,  in  public  estimation,  above 
the  philosopher,  the  statesman,  the  divine,  the  patroit,the  warrion 
or  those  engaged  in  the  active  and  productive  pursuits  of  life  t^ 

In  my  last  annual  communication  to  the  legislature,  I  express 
ed  the  opinion>  that  a  powerful  and  important  auxiliary  m  die 
reformation  of  our  currency,  would  be  found  in  the  creation  of  a 
ktate  bank.  The  experience  of  the  past  year,  and  additional  re- 
ifoction,  have  but  confirmed  me  in  this  opinion.  This  institiitioii> 
if  created,  should  be  made  in  reality  a  slate  institution,  responii* 
ble  to  the  people^  and  under  the  government  of  their  umnodiate 
agents.  It  may  be  a  question  worthy  of  serious  consideration, 
whether  the  high  power  of  stamping  paper,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  currency  recognized  by  the  federal  constitution,  should  ever 
have  been  conferred  upon  private  corporations.  It  grants  an 
important  immunity  to  a  favored  few,  bestows  upon  tMm  privi- 
lei^  liable  to  dkuse,  and  takes  from  the  people  the  power  of  re- 
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_  tbeirovirneiroidaliiigit»«dfoini^  lo  a  sUto  uMitutkm,  the 
MtrdToTer  tbe  connency  is  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and  the 
expaBskmB  and  contractioos  of  paper  issues^  which  always  prove 
ap  raiDOUs  io  their  coosequences,  may  he  remedied  or  avoided  at 
the  public  wilL  In  addition  to  these  considerations!  it  is  a  matter 
of  jaasnoall  moment,  that  whilst  the  profits  d*  private  banks  are 
so  fiMich  taken  from  the  pockets  of  tha  people,  for  the  benefit  of  a 
fiivored  few,  the  dividends  ariaii^  on  the  discounts  of  a  state  in* 
altlutioa  revert  back  to  thei  people,  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
poblic  treasury. 

Should  the  recommendation  of  a  state  bank  meet  your  concur- 
leoce,  it  will  task  your  most  mature  deliberation  in  determining 
Um  ^toree  and  provisions*  It  is,  however,  confidently  believe^ 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  will  supplv  every  want  of  exr 
eestive  reGOomiendation»  and  that  no  bill  will  receive  your  sanc- 
tion (hat  does  not  protect  the  interests  and  guard  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  Michigan. 

Id  the  <»ganizatioD  of  such  an  institution,  it  will  be  found  thai 
the  mode  of  procuring  the  necessary  capital,  will  not  be  an  uce 
ioapovtanl  ocmsideraelioii.  The  bank  should  not  attempt  operations 
wkhoul  tbe  actual  cafxtal  required  by  tbe  charter  being  paid  into 
its  vaults.  This  capital  might  consist  of  the  surplus  revenue  re-> 
c^ved  from  the  federal  government,  tbe  sinking  fund  arising  from 
tbe  nceipts  on  our  works  of  internal  improvement,  the  university 
and  common  school  fund,  and  the  proceeds  of  an  issue  of  state 
•lock.  For  the  detailed  features  of  a  charter,  we  must  avail  our- 
aelves  of  tbe  lights  and  experience  of  other  states.  In  one  cooh 
victioD,  however,  I  am  clear :  it  is,  tliat  the  control  of  the  instil 
totioo  should  never  be  suffered  to  pass  from  the  bands  of  the  state. 
Not  lam  than  six  or  eight  states  of  the  Union  have  created  hankff 
vith  this  geneial  character,  and  thus  iar,  they  have  realized  the 
moat  sa^uine  expectations  of  their  respective  people.  The  ap^ 
pceheosioos  of  political  influence  directing  tl)e  operations  of  a 
slale  iostitutiun,  are  shown  to  be  unfounded.  But,  as  declared  to 
yoar  predecessors,  whilst  I  can  but  express  the  opinion,  that  a 
State  bank  founded  on  the  credit  and  resources  of  the  state,  would 
be  aU-important  to  the  prosperity  of  Michigan,  and  essential  to 
the  reformation  of  our  currency,  I  shall  readily  yield  to  the  better 
JQ<iranen^  of  the  legislature. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  will  present  to  you 
the  condition  of  our  commoA  schools,  and  the  state  of  (he  puolic 
food  committed,  to  his  charge.  In  addition  to  previous  sales,  the 
ales  during  the  past  year,  of  lands  set  apart  for  common  schools, 
anoonted  to  fifty*five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars^  and 
tiioae  of  the  university  lands  to  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  four 
dotfars*  The,  interest,  on  school  lands  heretofore  sold,  has  been 
pramptly  paid  by  the  purchasers,  and  it  is  confidently  expectec^ 
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fhat  the  dlflerdht  counlties/whiob  Imve  re^^ived  portMr^  Hris 
fund,  virill  meet  th^ir  obligations  at  maturity.    Bat  although  ibd 

i purchasers  of  these*  as  well  as  the  untv^ersity  iaodst  bovo  met  tho 
merest,  as  it  accrued,  yet  the  deranged  state  of  our  currency, 
And  the  general  scarcity  of  money,  render  it  peculiarly  difficult 
for  them,  at  present,  to  meet  the  instaiment  on  the  principal  now 
due  or  coming  due*  It  k  perfectly  obvious,  that  the  interest 
would  not  be  paid,  did  not  tho  bdders  desire  to  retain  the  landSf 
ind  the  only  portion  of  this  fund  the  state  really  reqmres  is  the 
interest.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  to  your  comri- 
deration,  tho  propriety  of  vesting  the  Supefintendeot  with  autho- 
rity to  grant  a  reasonable  extension  of  the  payment  of  the  insiaU 
meat  of  ten  per  cent,  where,  in  his  opinion,  it  can  be  done  witbotit 
jeopardizing  the  interests  of  the  state. 

By  considering  the  amount  of  duties,  at  present- attached  to  the 
office,  it  must  readily  oeour  to  you,  that  those  of  the  Superintend^ 
ent,  arc  becoming  too  onerous  for  any  one  officer.  The  fund 
tmdcr  his  direction,  is  an  important  one,  and  should  receive  the 
undivided  attention  of  a  separate  and  distinct  officer.  The  ordh 
nary  and  legitimtite  duties  of  the  Superintendent,  m  his  superv)^ 
sioti  of  our  common  schools,  and  the  univerfrity  of  MioMgaa,  toe 
likewise  highly  important  and  arduous.  I  wotdd  therefore  ear* 
nestly  recomniiend  the  appointment  of  an  assistant,  who  should  re« 
liiBvo  the  Superintendent  from  the  immediate  direction  of  the  foam 
cial  department  of  the  office. 

The  regents  of  the  university  of  Michigan,  will  report  to  yojtl 
the  progress  of  the  institution  under  their  direction.  As  vett  their 
of>erations  have  been  limited,  resulting  fronk  the  sn^afl  income 
thus  far  received  from  the  university  rands*  Five  branches  of 
the  institution  have  been  organized  and  are  located  at  Detn>it» 
Monroe,  Pontiac,  Kalama^oo^  and  Niles.  At' these  branches  are 
aU*eady  one  hundred  and  sixty^hree  youths,  under  a  course  of 
instruction,  preparatory  to  entering  the  parent  institution.  An 
increasing  demand  exists  in  the  different  counties  for  additional 
branches ;  but  the  limited  means  at  present  under  the  control  of 
the  regents,  will  not  justify  a  compliance  with  this  demand.  I 
Would  therefore  again  recommend  that  the  seventy-two  sectioBS 
of  land  attached  to  the  slate  salines,  be  set  apart,  as  a  distinct  and 
permanent  fund  for  the  support  of  the  branches  of  the  univenity* 

The  lands  belonging:  to  the  university  proper,  have  been  loca- 
ted by  a  competent  officer,  and  generally  confirmed  by  the  proper 
department  at  Washington,  except  the  locations  on  the  Grand  ri* 
vef.  These  locations,  at  an  early  day,  were  communicated  to  the 
l^e^ral  land  office,  but  as  yet,  the  decision  of  the  commissioiier 
has  not  been  received  by  the  Executive.  Under  the  authorit}* 
and  by  the  directions  of  the  legislature,  John  Mullett,  Esq.,  was 
af^ointed  to  review  these  locations ;  but  no  report  has  ever  been 
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namd-finm  hm.  >  Under  the  act  <tf  the  latt  l^i:wlamie,  a  lom 
c(  one  hundred  thousaad  dollars  has  been  eStcted  ibr  the  purpose 
sf  coDstniotn^  the  imiversiijr  baildmgs ;  a  plan  for  the  tMnidwigs 
bas  been  adored,  and  their  erectien  will  be  commenced  eiirly  iti 
the  easuing  spring. 

I  have  so  tiften  referred  to  the  subject  of  education  in  mr  for* 
laer  comitiosiicati^ns  to  the  legislature,  and  its  importance  to  the 
permaneol  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  American  people,  is 
to  menifesC,  that  I  ^H  at  presisnt  reiraib  Arom  its  repetteion«  bk 
a  goremment  like  ours,  which  emanates  from  the  people,  and 
where  the  entire  administration  of  its  afiairs  is  submitted  to  then* 
supenrision  and  control^  no  other  subject  can  equal  in  importance 
that  of  public  instruction.  As  the  friends  of  citiI  liberty,  it  be- 
eetnes  our  duty  to  pravide  for  the  educatiott  of  the  rising  genenb* 
tioD.  To  ihe  mteU^enoe  of  those  who  have  preceded  us,  we  are 
indebted  for  our  admirable  system  of  government,  and  it  is  only 
opon  the  intelligeiKse  of  those  who  are  to  come  ai^r  us,  that  we 
can  hope  for  t£i  preservation  and  perpetuation  of  that  systenv 
Our  own  slate  has  been  highly  iavored.  The  federal  government 
hns  seeored  ta  an  ample  fund  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  liberal 
system  of  edocation ;  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  faster  it  with  ^ 
serupolous  regard  to  the  important  object  for  which  it  is  assigned. 
Our  system  S  educatioo,  as  adqtted,  has  not  yet  had  sufficient 
time  ^  <leveiope  its  defects,  if  any  exist  It  would  not  therefore 
be  advisable  perhaps,  to  attempt  any  material  change  at  present. 
The  sacoess  of  die  system,  thus  for,  is  as  great  as  could  reasonii« 
Wy  be  expected,  from  the  short  period  it  has  been  in  operatioo. 

The  geological  surrey  authorized  by  the  legislature,  has  pro- 
gressed with  all  the  expedition  the  nature  of  that  important  work 
wooU  permit ;  aiid  die  ingh  clnracter  and  scientHic  abiKty  of 
those  to  whom  the  survey  is  entrusted,  ensure  its  satis&ctory  conn» 
pietbn  to  the  pubtte.  For  foil  information  on  the  subject,  I  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  the  chief  officer  of  this  department,  whicb 
wiB  be  submitted  at  an  early  day.  FVom  this  source  it  wiU  be 
perQeive4  that  the  anticvpatioti  o(  benefits  to-  the  state  frota  thb 
survey,  are  about  to  bo  folly  reaitted,  and  that  the  resources  of 
vrealth  developed  to  Michigan  are  unbounded. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  I  called  the  attention  of 
your  predecessors  to  the  importance  of  encouraging,  by  legislative 
enaelimeiit,  the  agricultural  kilerests  of  the  state.  A  bill  with  this 
ob^t,  passed  tfa^  House  of 'Representatives  at  that  period,  bat 
Med  to  receive  she  action  ot  the  Senate.  The  a^cultural  into- 
rest  is  iooe  of  great  importance,  and  claims  with  justice  the  pro- 
leoidBjof  the  government,  and  yet  it  has  received  less  aid  from 
direct  legislation^  than  any  other  department  of  industry.  But  I 
foet  thnt  when  it  is  reeolieoled  how  essentially  the  real  prosperity 
of  JtfkUgandqpnnls  npeotbecultmitien  of  her  soil  and  the  lar 
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bm  of  her  basiniiidmeii,  flie  subject  wiR  reosive  join'  < 
ooMideration  and  favorable  actioD. 

The  coBunissiODers  appointed  to  soperioteiid  thpeefeetiaD  of tbo 
iCate  peiuteiitiary«  have  proceeded  in  their  work  whb  ooeKairipM 
rapdity.  The  plan  of  the  buildings  has  been  alteied  from  the 
original  desigot  so  as  to  prodtice  a  saving  to  the. state  of  two  hon- 
dn^  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  buildings  will  be  fire  proo^ 
and  will  contain  eight  hundred  cells;  The  probaUt  coat  of  the 
eotire  plan,  as  estimated^  will  be  about  four  hundred  thouaand 
dollars,  being  nearly  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  less  than  the 
Auburn  prison.  New  York.  The  commissioners  also  report  thir* 
ty-four  cells  in  a  state  of  readiness  for  prisoners. 

The  loan  authorized  by  the  legislature  for  buildii^  the  prison, 
has  been  negotiated,  and  the*  contract  filed  with  the  Treasurer  t£ 
the  state.  This  appropriation  was  so  limited,  that  the  commit* 
aioners  were  compelled  to  borrow  additional  funds^  so  as  to  hmre 
the  buiMings  ready  for  occupation  during  the  present  year.  Moob 
labor  and  expense  would  have  been  saved  tfie  state,  had  the  au** 
thority  existed  for  transferring  the  convicts  confined  in  the  difibr^ 
ent  counties  to  the  state  prison,  where  they  might  have  beenent* 
ployed  on  the  public  works.  I  therefore  call  your  attention  to  tho 
enactment  of  a  law  conveying  such  authority.  The  acting  con* 
naissioner,  also,  suggests  the  further  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  at  your  present  session.  This  sum  will  eover  the 
advances  made  the  commissioners  by  the  state  deposite  bank,  wiU 
meet  the  estimates  and  contracts  of  the  present  year,  and  wiB 
complete  one  half  the  block  of  ceHs,  together  whh  the.  ketper^a 
bouse.  The  whole  subject  is  submitted  to  the  legislature  for  their 
favorable  consideration. 

The  judiciary  department  of  the  government,  being  one  oo 
which  we  must  chiefly  rely  for  a  just  and  efficient  admtnistratteo 
of  the  laws,  I  must  be  permitted  to  call  yoor  attention  to  iti 
present  oarganization.  The  basis  of  our  judicial  system  is  laid  by 
the  constitution.  It  consists  in  one  supreme  court  and  such  omr 
courts  as  the  legislature  may  from  timo  to  time  establish.  At  the 
original  organization  of  our  state  government,  the  judicial  power 
was  vested  alone  in  a  supreme  court,  the  judges  of  which  warn 
to  perform  the  duties  of  circuit  judges.  That  system  exists  at  the 
present  day ;  but  from  the  increase  of  business  in  the  dii^ent 
counties,  and  from  original  defects,  it  is  rendered  inadequate  to  the 
accomplishment  of  the  ends  designed  by  its  institution. 

One  objection  to  the  present  organization  is,  that  as  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court  are  required  to  review  their  own  decisioiis, 
made  as  presiding  judges  of  the  circuit  courts,  the  very  natorslf 
and  almost  inevitobie  result  must  be,  that  it  tends  to  lessen  the 
public  confidence  in  the  administration  of  justice.  Tlie  ju4ges  of 
the  court  of  last  resort,  whose  decisions  in  law  and  b  e^fiity  afe 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BOUSB  DOOUMENTSi  M 

iiiiiipQOinmttnBof  tb»gre«tett  ttommt  to  iadividvab  and  Ibd 
whole  caaaaxwity^  ou^t,  ao  far  at  the  law  is  coDcernedi  to  ba 
pboed  beyond  tbe  iiabBky  d*  ail  su^ncion  or  imputatiofi.  Ab 
adcfitiooal  obi^t^on  to  tbe  present  sjrstem  is,  also^  that  the  proper 
business  of  the  soprenie  ooort  mil  very  aooo,  if  it  does  not  no^ 
reqaife  an  ainonnt  of  labor  and  diygeiioe>  which  wiU  occujpy  mxM 
ef  tbe  tiaie  of  the  judges*  Over  and  above  its  original  iurisdic- 
tkMu  this  coort  has  appellate  jurisdiction  from  tfaecooil-of  chaooe^ 
ly,  firam  all  tbe  circuit  courts  in  criminal  and  civil  eases,  on  writs 
of  error,  and  from  the  courts  of  probate  of  tbe  different  counties* 
This  roust  necessarily  bring  before  the  judges,  many  importAat 
•od  onsettled  questions,  and  .as  the  decisions  in  all  such  cases  are 
faalaod  conclosiTe,  great  labor  and  responsibility  must  be  a^ 
laehed  to  the  discbarge  of  duties,  where  the  great  leading  print* 
oplesof  law  are  to  be  established,,  which  are  to  govern  our  oiti^ 
sens  in  all  time  to  come,  and  to  prcteet  them  in  all  their  rq;iita  and 
fiberties. 

Satisfied,  then,  that  our  present  judicial  system  is  inadequate  to 
die  great  ends  foe  which  it  was  established,  I  would  reoommead 
snob  an  alteration  as  will  lead  to  the  organization  of  cireoit 
•omts,  as  reported  by  the  reviser  of  the  laws  at  tho  last  session  of 
die  l^islature.  This  change  .will  ensure  the  speedy  admiaistra- 
lioa  of  justice  inthe  diiierent  circuits,  and  will  leave  tbe  supreme 
judges  suffici»9t  time  for  study  and  mature  deliberation.  Tliree 
oiicoMs  would  probably  meet  the  demands  of  the  public*  In 
point  of  eoonomy,  nothmg  would  be  lost  by  the  change ;  for,  by 
eoofioiog  the  supreme  jwiges  to  three  m  number,  as  well  as  tlie 
drcoit  judges,  it  is  but  the  increase  of  two  additional  offices ;  and 
what  is  this,  when  balanced  with  the  immense  advantages  acoro- 
ing  to  the  community,  from. having  your  judiciary  at  once  placed 
■pan  a  jint  and  correct  foundation.  Wluitever  view  the  Ie^sift> 
tore  OMiy  take-open  the  sub^eet,  their  speedy  aedon  onit  is  bigUy 
dasiffabie. 

I  may  here  eati  your  attention  to  the  wretched  mamier  is 
wUch  criminal  justice  is  administered  in  the  dtflferent  comities 
From  neglect  and  inattention,  our  criminal  laws  hav^  become  al- 
nesEt  inoperative.  The  prompt  and  eflicient  execution  of  our  cri* 
ninaJ  code*  chi^y  depends  upon  the  exertions  oi  tbe  prosecuting 
nttomey  of  each  county.  The  inadequate  compensation,  however* 
which  these  offieers  receiTe,  renders  it  impossible  to  secure  their 
attentkmio  the  duties  imposed  upon  them.  I  would  reeontfnend» 
<s  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  if  no  constitutional  impediment  exists, 
dnt  tbe  stale  be  divided  into  districts,  and  that  an  attorney  be  ap- 
fdmkdd  for  each  district.  Such  a  measure,  if  adopted,  would 
eferae  the  office,  as  it  would  increase  the  compensation^  and  thus 
Qamowad  htther  legal  attainments.  The  constitution  provides, 
that  flieiiB  snail  bea  prosecuting  attamey.for  eaohoountyf  and 
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the  <foesrioQ  will  arise,  wbstber  tUf  piD^oo  woridpimmit  Ite 
ftppointment  of  the  same  ittdtTidudl  for  more  than  erne  codaty^ 
My  own  opinions  are  in  &vor  of  (he  right  of  ^  liq^tilatQfe  I9 
make  the  contemplated  changey  but  I  refer  (he  tufojeet  to  your 
oansideration.  A  report  iroin  the  atlomey  general  wiii  aleu  ba 
ftttbmitled,  embmomg  other  aovenJmente  to  the  existing  Jaws. 

There  is  one  subject,  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  phiian* 
thropic  legislaton  Co  which  I  b^  leave  to  call  jrour  mo6i  aerious 
attention.  At  repeated  sessions  of  the  legislature,  I  have  earnest^ 
ly  recommended  the  total  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 
This  reoommeadation  received  the  sanction  of  two  socoassive  t^ 
gislatures,  the  reviser  of  the  laws  was  instructed  lo  erase  the  vym 
tern  from  his  revisiooi  and  yec,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  ml 
lemains  a  blot  upon  your  statute  book*  ImprisoomeiK  for  debt 
-has  been  entirely  abolished,  except  in  cases  of  fraud,  in  several  of 
the  states  of  the  Union,  withont  any  inoonvenienoe  resulting  to  the 
administration  of  justice.  In  our  own  state,  a  modification  has 
taicen  place,  but  stiU  oar  laws  leave  the  liberty  €^  the  oi^oea  at 
the  mercy  of  an  unrelenting  creditor,  ooatrary  10  every  principii 
•of  religion,  humanity  and  justice.  If  imprisonmeatior  4ebt  sbouM 
be  abolished  at  ail,  its  total  abolition  is  demanM ;  for  the  aama 
considerations  and  principles  govern  in  the  one  case  as.  the  othen 
My  views  on  this  absorbing  topic,  have  been  fuHy  prosenlad  S» 
the  legislature  in  frequent  executive  cemmuaicatioas.  The  lub^ 
ject  is  again  presented  for  your  action,  with  (he  coovietiaot  that 
your  regard  for  the  happiness  of  the  poor  and  unforcaoate,  yoar 
aense  of  what  is  due  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  ins titutidna,  and  iha 
expanding  phiiambropy  of  the  age,  render  iarther  tacommenda^^ 
lion  OD  atiy  part  unaecesaary* 

At  the  -last  sesstoo  of  the  le^ature^  impertant  chaages  want 
ande  in  our  militia  system,  but  no  adequate  remedy  is  to  ba  Smai 
IB  the  existing  laws  for  the  indifierence  aad  aefiet^  with  wUdl 
this  branch  of  our  state  polity  is  regarded.  Under  ourguardBd 
tastitiitions,  no  substitute  can  be  proposed  for  the  nniitia,  amidst 
the  sudden  demands  and  exigencies  of  war.  In  the  absence  cf  m 
standing  army,  tiie  citizen  must  be  the  defisnder  o[  his  oooalryt 
and  yet  we  find  our  miHtia  undisciplined,  unarmed,  and  in  maajr 
instances  witliout  even  the  mere  forms  of  oi^aniaation.  Sanaa 
additional  stimoiant  must  be  oilened  to  secm^  the  eflicient  di»> 
oharge  of  their  duties  by  the  officers,  or  the  syglcm  may  as  waM 
be abmdoned.  Your  attention  therrfore  is  invited  to  the  aubjael, 
as  one  worthy  of  your  delib«ations- 

As  a  general  rule,  the  tendency  of  all  legislative  bedissM  toaSK 
oess  of  legislation.  That  die  world  is  governed  too  much,  is  a^ 
roo&t  at  applicable  to  our  own  form  of  government,  as  toothsM 
less  free.  The  spirit  of  our  bberai  system^  ^wevei;  ia|siilialas 
ailoaodbss  restraints  upon  tfaefnpe  action  af  the  people,    fievam- 
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exeixsiae  of  that  naiaral  rif^ht,  wodd  eoaAia  with  the  rights  t»f 
otfien,  or  prove  tnjufMUs  to  the  oommcmtty  at  large.  And  j/^t 
oor  legislatuiea  are  cooBtti^y  adopting  iegistative  rales  to  jjin^teet 
the  people  from  themselvea. 

ArooBgBi  Iheae  nofneroos  legal  restraiota,  none  are  more  oae- 
leas  femd  pertiicioua,  than  our  usury  laHrs.  The  pdby  of  kiterfet- 
hig  between  eiticen  and  citiaen,  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  one 
Aalt  lend  «nd  the  other  borrow,  shoaM  never  be  aeknowled^. 
Leave  the  rate  at  which  loans  should  be  ma<ie  between  individa- 
^  to  the  aiMpphr  and  demand  of  the  market.  A  dtflbrent  policy 
drives  capital  abroad,  or  induces  k  to  seek  other  channels  firom  w- 
dkiary  loans  for  investment,  increases  the  di)pendilnee  oh  the 
tenka,  add  above  sll|  in  its  moral  tendency,  engenders  a  disregartl 
fer  ike  solemn  iB]unction  of  the  laws.  It  is  true,  that  by  the  revl- 
^aed  code,  our  laws  on  this  subject  have  been  modified,  but  where 
a  prindple  is  correct,  it  should  never  be  abandoned  by  a  partial 
eompromtse. 

Ifi^he  same  spirit  may  be  regarded  our  auction  laws.  Why 
this  restraint  upon  an  ordinary  and  hannless  pursuit  of  life  7  The 
f^^t  to  make  sales  at  public  auction,  should  be  hfi  open  to  the 
teommcmjty  at  large,  and  not  be  confined  to  the  hands  of  a  select- 
^  fijw.  The  state  of  New  York  has  abolished  the  system.  In 
adcMtioa  to  the  monopoly  created,  the  license  you  exact  operates 
«a  an  cnequal  and  indirect  tax.  You  create  the  monopoiy,  and 
impoae  a  IkMDse,  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  state,  at  the  same 
time  forgetting  that  the  public  are  charged  with  this  license  by 
eofXHniasion  on  sakss,  at  a  rate  enhanced  by  the  absence  of  thie 
eempetition  in  trade,  which  you  have  proMbited. 

It  might  prove  a  source  m  emious  speculation  to  ascertahi  the 
indirect  taxation  with  which  the  American  people  are  charged. 
The  very  bread  we  eat,  the  clothes  we  wear,  all  the  necessaries 
ef  life,  every  thit^  except  the  light  tf  heaven  artd  the  air  we 
breathe,  are  subject  to  these  impositions  in  the  shape  of  licenses, 
itttpectiona  or  duties.  The  only  method  of  raising  the  revenues 
of  a  repuUic  should  be  by  drawing  them  openly  an^  directly  firom 
the  people.  Tbey  then  know  ai^  feel  what  their  burthens  are. 
It  need  not  ever  be  apprehended  that  they  wiH  n6t  render  freely 
what  18  necessary  for  the  support  of  thegovernment,  according 
te  a  just  nod  equal  system  of  taxation.  To  suppose  the  contrary, 
is  to  contend  that  th^  people  are  meapaUe  or  self-government 
With  such  vidws,  I  am  against  all  restremts  or  imp^ntions  upon 
Aa  ordinary  pursuits  of  the  citizen,  and  consequently  in  Javor  of 
a  rt^l  of  our  existing  law  relating  to  sales  at  auction.  * 

thf  a  jokit  resokition  of  the  l^dature,  approved  April  6, 19M, 
the  Governor  of  the  state  was  instructed  to  obtain  the  otrinion  of 
aoiae  emineit  jurists  touchii^  our  legal  right  to  the  district  of 
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0»imtry  wUoh  baa  haen  in  cootMUIioB  wilb  ObiOf  aftd  A»  bm 
made  of  prosecuting  our  claim  tbereta  Thequeaiiotii  pceaeoled 
by  tbii  resolutioi^  were  aubmhted  to  distioguistied  couoaiil,  a  copy 
oi  whole  opinion  accooipanies  this  oooamunication.  It  will  be  aeea 
that  thej  are  of  opinion,  that  the  slate  and  p^ple  of  Micfaigiui 
are  bouod  by  the  assent  to  the  tenna  ol'.  their  odaaisfioo  into  the 
UoioQ,  as  givefi  by  the  cooveoUoa  of  Jaauary  eixi  1836 ;  tbat 
the  alteration  in  the  northern  boundary  line  of  (M09  has  bow  beeo 
made  by  the  "  commoo  ooosent,"  required  by  the  ordiiuuice  of 
1?87 ;  and  that  Michigan  has  no  remedy  left  heri  known  to  thp 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,  by  which  she  can  lawfully  flia- 
Uirb  the  boundary  line  as  now  settled. 

Amongst  the  various  important  questions  of  public  interest 
which  claim  your  attention^  none  can  be  more  completely  ident^ 
fi^  with  the  prosperity  of  our  country  than  that  of  the  abditioQ 
of  slavery.  In  our  own  stat^  slavery  is  prohibited  by  its  consti- 
tution, nor  does  there  perhaps  exist  amongst  ourselves  a  difierefioe 
of  opinion  as  to  its  pernicious  consequences  to  the  rapid  advaoo^ 
meot  and  permanent  prosperity  of  a  community.  But  whatever 
may  be  our  opinions  as  to  the  abstract  question  of  slavery^  its 
existence  as  a  state  institution,  is  acknowledged  by  the  federal 
coqstitution  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  In  the  spirit  of  conciliatioii 
«nd  fraternal  feeling  which  actuated  our  fathers  in  the  establish* 
ment  of  our  confederacy,  the  rights  of  the  southern  stales  in  their 
slaves^  were  guaranteed  and  secured.  A  federal  union  couU 
have  been  formed  on  no  other  basis.  And  yet,  a  portion  of  th^ 
people  of  the  north,  regardless  of  these  considerations,  and  of  their 
obligations  as  parties  to  the  federal  compact,  are,  in  a  spirit  of 
misdirected  philanthropy,  engaged  in  cflforts*  which,  could  they  be 
attccessiuly  would  subvert  the  domestic  institutioaa  of  their  eouth- 
ern  neighbors. 

This  disregard  of  every  consideration  due  from  one  portion  of 
the  union  to  anotlier,  must  be  lamented  by  every  friend  of  bis 
country.  It  tends  to  disturb  the  relations  created  by  the  federal 
compact,  and  is  at  war  with  its  spirit  and  designs.  But  as  our 
free  institutions  are  opposed  to  all  restraii^  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  we  can  only  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  our  citizens  in 
asking  them  to  abandon  the  agitation  of  a  subject*  which*  unless 
checked,  must  endanger  the  union  of  the  states. 

It  also  becomes  my  painful  dutv  to  caU  your  aUeation  to  the 
occuripence  of  recent  scenes  of  violence  and  disorder  on  our  owa 
frontier,  which  have  unfortunately  disturbed  our  friendly  relations 
with  a  neighboring  province.  The  revolt  in  the  British  provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  naturally  excited  the  sympathy  of 
enr  citiaens,  and  aroused  that  spirit  of  freedom  which  has  ever 
'characterized  the  American  people.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  how* 
ayec,  timt  these  feelii^  should  have  led  any  portion  of  our  citi« 
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Mvistom  opeDcKfli«gH»«k<)fltelinmoftlmr0Mico^^ 
a  contempt  for  nattofial  £iith»  aod  into  a  rioMon  of  our  nmstnA 
reiatiom  l«i(h  a  formgn  powor  with  whoin  we  arc  at  peace. 

With  the  declaration  of  opinions,  or  the  exhibition  of  ajrmpjithy 
on  the  part  of  our  citizens  for  any  people  struggling  for  the  rights 
and  privileges  which  we  enjoy,  our  government  has  no  right  to 
interfere,  nor  will  it,  it  is  believed,  ever  claim  such  ^  right.  But 
our  citizens  have  not  rested  here;  We  have  unhappily  witnessed 
on  our  aml«  the  omfaodyiiig  of  mk  armed  foroe^  and  the  htstil*  in* 
vasioD  of  the  dominions  of  a  power  with  whom  the  United  States 
are  upon  the  most  friendly  relations.  There  is  a  rank  due  to  thei 
United  States  amongst  the  nations  of  the  christian  worid,  which 
can  on^  be  maintained  by  preserving  inviolate  her  obligatlonil 
wiih  f<»^gn  powers.  If  the  go(>d  sense,  patriotism  and  returning; 
reason  of  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  been  temporarily  misledt 
will  not  induce  them  to  refrain  from  the  repetitpn  of  the  scenes 
we  have  passed  through,  the  strong  arm  of  the  law  must  protect 
from  blemish  the  heretofore  spotless  reputation  of  our  goveromont 
In  the  execution  of  those  laws*  it  is  trusted  and  hoped,  every; 
Amerban  citizen  will  always  bo  found  rallying  to  th^ir  support 
If  otherwise^  and  the  laws  of  our  own  adoption  are  trampled  upoo 
with  impunity,  there  is  nn  end  to  our  institutions; — we  admit  to 
the  civilized  world  that  the  American  people  are  unfit  for  the 
privileges  of  self-government,  and  afford  to  the  advocates  of  arbi- 
trary power  the  proudest  triumph  the  world  has  ever  witnessed 
But  f  feel  that  our  obligations  to  abstain  from  interfering  with  the 
domestic  institutions  of  a  foreign  government,  will  be  full^  ac- 
knowledged by  the  people  of  Michigan :  and  let  me  inquire  of 
many  or  those  patriotic  citizens,  who  are  foremost  in  enforcing 
these  obligations,  if  the  same  are  not  binding  in  our  relations  wito 
sister  states  and  fellow  countrymen. 

I  have  thus,  fellow  citizens,  presented  to  you  such  views  aia 
have  occurred  to  me,  as  bein^  worthy  of  your  consideration. 
The  present,  in  all  probability,  is  the  last  occasion  I  shall  have  of 
communicating  with  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Michi* 
ga%  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  an  expression  of  gratitude  to  the 
great  body  of  my  fellow  citizens  for  the  repeated  manifestationa 
of  favorable  regard  they  h^ve  extended  to  me.  Though  sensible 
that  my  exertions  have  not  met  with  the  success  I  could  have 
wished,  yet  I  trust  they  will  be  considered  as  having  been  direct- 
ed bv  an  earnest  desire  for  the  public  good.  And  if  my  official 
lelations  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  have  been  attended  with  any 
injurious  consequences  to  their  interests,  I  am  consoled  by  the 
persuasion,  that  those  evils  will  find  their  corrective  ip  the  patri- 
otism of  the  legislative  branch  of  the  government,  and  in  the  wis- 
dom of  those  who  may  succeed  mo.  For  the  present,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  give  the  assurance  of  my  zealous  co-operatioQ 
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ia  ihc  9tmoi»fi6tt«aotii  cS  e¥0ff  ueaaurelbtt  wiHadd  lolli^haf^ 
piamM  or  promote  the  proipenty  of  oar  ooDstHuents. 

STEVENS  T-  MASON. 
Jmuanf  7,  16^9. 


Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's  message. 
•     Contract  tmth  the  Morris  Cemci  and  Bankn^  Company. 

''  Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  this  first  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  between  the 
people  of  the  state  of  Michi^n,  by  Stevens  Thompson  Mason, 
Governor  of  the  said  state  of  Michigan,  actii^  in  behalf  of  the 
people  and  under  the  authority  of  the  state  aforesaid,  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Morris  canal  and  ban|[ing  company^  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  of  the  second 
part 

It  is  agreed  between  the  parties,  as  above  mentioned,  as  fol- 
lows : 

First.    The  parties  of  the  first  part  have  contracted  with  and 
employed,  and  do  hereby  contract  with  and  employ,  the  parties  of 
the  second  part  ns  agents  to  sell  the  bonds  issued  and  to  oe  issued 
hy  the  slate  of  Michigan,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of 
said  state,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceed! Qg  five  millions  of  dollars,*  approved  the  twenty-first 
day  of  Mardi,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  an  act 
supplementary  thereto,  approved  the  fifteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  ahd  thirty-seven,  also  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  doHars  for  the 
relief  of  the  Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  company,"  and  an 
act  entitled  **An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti 
and  Tecunnseh  railroad  company,"  the  two  latter  approved  on  the 
sixth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annu- 
ally, the  principal  and  interest  to  be  made  payable  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  and 
redeemed  at  any  time  after  the  years  ^ghteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
ghtecn  hundred  and  sixty-three,  as  provided  for  by  the 
its  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  stale,  to  be  sold  by  th6 
,  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  at  such  times  and  in 
Is,  and  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  as  they 
fidvisable  and  for  the  best  interests  of  those  concerned 
.nd  the  parlies  of  the  first  part  shall  allow  to  the  par- 
ccond  pari,  for  their  agency  and  services  in  the  pre- 
in  consideration  thereof,  a  commission  of  two  and  a 
n  on  the  proceeds  of  sales,  which  is  also  to  be  in  lieu 
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cdo  of aaid  boBcIsi  tod  lo  be  by  Mtid«gOQUi  dadocted  nota  tbf^fm* 

eeedsofnid«tles» 

SecmuL  The  pMm  of  the  msotiA  pftrt  shall  bave  aod  depi>i 
sile  Ih0  piooeeds  of  aaid  aalaa,  and  ot  any  besafit  to  be  derived 
ftom  the  d&feoce  of excbaageii  m  eaae  die  principal  or  aoy  pari 
tharoof  shall  be  oontraeled  for  and  reeeivied  in  Europe*  ia  the  eky 
af  I4ew  York*  ready  ta  b»  there  deliveied  to  the  parties  of  the 
first  part  or  to  such  person  or  persons  aa  may  be  diily  authoiizad 
to  fccrive  the-  saane,  and  they»tbe  parties  of  ihe  second  paz  t,  hereby 
gyuaaiy  the  aafe  tmnsBDission  thereof  to  Ihe  city  of  New  York, 
ia  caae  the  sales  ha  made  aad  payable  abewhere,  and  they,  the 
parties  of  the  second  part»  farther  guaranty  and  agree,  that  in 
eaaa  the  saiss  of  the  said  bonds  ahalTfoe  so  negotiated  aa  that  the 
^vhole  procoeds  or  sneh  sales,  and  of  the  benefit  of  the  exohame 
as  abore  mentioned^  if  any,  shaU  not  e^ual  the  par  value  of  ihe 
aggregate  amount  of  the  bonds  sold,  they,  the  parties  of  the  second 
pprtt  ahali  cnabe  ap  the  deficiency,  vis.t  they  ahaH  and  wifl  albw 
aad  pay  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  auch  person  or  persona 
aannay  be  dniy  antborked  to  receive  the  aame,  in  addition  to  such 
piooeeds,  the  difiereoee  batween  the  aatd  prooeods  and  the  pae 
value  of  said  bonds,  after  dednetinff  their  oommtasiona  as  afor»» 
said  on  the  par  value,  ivUdi  is  to  be  allowed  them ;  and  in  case 
the  aama  vealiasd  on  the  sale  of  the  aaid  bonds  shall  amount  to 
par,  the  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  allow  and  pay  such  pro* 
coeds  m  the  dty  of  New  York  as  aforesaid,  after  deductiog  their 
commissions  as  aforesaid,  and  the  parties  of  the  seoond  part  sbaU 
and  will  advance  aad  pay  such  proeeeda  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  as  aforesaid,  after  dodud^  ibetr  cDacimisAons  as  afore« 
said,  at  the.  tines  hereinafter  mentianed,  viz :  two  hundred  nad 
fifty  thouaaod  dollars  to  be  paid  and  advaaced  in  cash  on  the 
cxeculiea  of  this  oantiact ;  one  million  and  ifiy  thousand  dol« 
Ian,  00  may  be  roq/airod  by  the  parties  of  the  firstpart  or  on 
their  behaK  the  some  being  sulsgoct  lo  their  order;  and  the  ro* 
aidne  of  auch  ijt  the  preoe^  as  are  to  be  paid  over  under  this 
contract,  shall  be  paid  quarterly  ia  sums  of  two  hundred  aad 
fifty  ttKMJsand  doHacs  each,  the  first  payn^ent  thereof  to  be  made 
an  ihe  first  day  of  July,  m  the  year  cf  our  Lord  eighteen  handled 
aad  (hirty-ninew  uia^  the  whole  of  such  proceeds  sfmll  have  been 
paid,  Ivbather  the  said  parties  of  the  eecoad  part  ahall  be  in  fonda 
ftomlhe  prooBods  of  such  eales  to  meet  the  mstaknei^  or  other** 
wise.  And  in  consideration  of  the  above  guaranty  and  stipuia^ 
tioDs  la  this  dause  aieotiooed,  it  is  further  agreed,  that  whatever 
sum  may  be  realised  on  the  sale  <^  the  aforesaid  bonds,  over  and 
above  the  par  value,  such  evoess,  to  the  amount  of  five  per  cent 
and  under,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  the  parties  hereto. 
The  parties  d*  the  second  part  to  retain  their  half  thereof;  and  all 
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Ivjroad  tie  ffridflveperosnt  rfitll be rtmioMi  bfAefMm^ 
Ibe Booond  part.  The ponknsnt  vuoh  exceM  aolo  be  retained 
by  them,  to  be  in  addition  to  their  commission  of  two  sod  a  half 
per  eeM  on  the  par  vahse  of  the  whole  five  imljiens  as  aforesaid. 

7%inL  The  said  bonds  ehall  be  drawn  in  sueb  snma^  in  audi 
hnaSf  and  be  deli^ened  tb  tbe  parties  of  the  teeond  part  at  such 
times  as  may  be  desired  by  them  prior  to  the  instabAents  beoom* 
in^  dne ;  the  same  to  be  prepared,  oeverthelessy  coDibrmsibly  with' 
the  laws  authorising  the  isstiieg  thereof* 
'  Fbmik,  Onemillioo  three  hundred  thousand  ddiarsof  aaki 
bends  are  to  be  deKveved  to  the  eaid  parties  of  the  aeoond  part  en 
die  execution  of  this  oontract*  and  snch  further  delivery  ef  the: 
bonds  is  from  time  tatime  to  be  made  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  pert,  as  always  to  pot  them  in  possession  ef  one  imWon  of 
dolhtrs  in  bonds  in  mimice  of  the  payment  by  tbean  actually 
nsade  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  tbe  peraon  or  persona 
authorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Fifth  The  said  porties  of  the  eecond  part  ere  to  have  the  op« 
tion  of  paying  over  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  balance  ef  m 
millions  of  doUers,  deducting  thereout  their  oommissioas  of  two 
and  a  half  per  cent,  or  aiw  part  of  such  babmoe,  and  receivh^  the 
residue  of  the  bonds  oX  five  millions  of  dolhrs,  on  Airty  dayr  no* 
tiee,  to  be  given  in  writing  to  the  Governor  for  the  time  iwiw  of 
the  state ;  and  whatever  may  remain  to  be  paid,  if  any,  ahalt  be 

?tid  over  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part  in  tbe  city  of  New 
ork,  as  soon  thereafter  as  the  whole  bonds  can  be  cfisposed  of 
and  realized  and  the  account  closed. 

SixilL  It  is  further  agreed  that  all  and  singular,  tbe  bonds  ef 
five  miHions  of  dollars  above  oaeotionsd.  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  at  their  banking  house  in  Jeraey  city, 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  And  it  is  further  agreed  and  onden* 
stood,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  more  particubriy  of 
the  above  guarantees  entered  into  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part, 
that  this  agency  shall  be  irrevocable,  and  shall  continue  in  AiQ 
force  until  all  the  services  and  stipuhttions  hereb  mentioned  shaH 
be  fully  performed  and  consummated. 

In  witness  whereof,  his  excellency  the  Governor  of  the  said 
state,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  said  stale  ef 
Michigan,  has  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  aifixed  his  seal,  and  ibe 
parties  of  di^  second  part  have  caused  their  corporate  seaf  to  be 
hereunto  afllxed  and  attested 'by  their  vice  president  and  oaaUert 
the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON,  [i.  a.] 
The  Morris  canal  and  banking  company, 

by  K.  R.  BIODLB,  V.  Pros't,  [l.  s.] 
In  presence  of 
Oh.  B.  Bitsch, 
Walter  BettSi  Jr.  Attest :  Isaac  Gibson,  CashV* 
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Mdmoranhmi  of  an  i^preemeiit  made  and  entered  into  iMa 
finnrdi  day  of  Junet  A.  D^  1638,  by  Stevens  T.  Mason^  Governor 
of  theirtateof  Micbigaot  with  the  Morm  canal  and  banking  com- 
pany. 

Whereas  the  said  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  have 
pnand  lo  the  credit  of  the  raid  Stevens  T.  Mason,  the  sum  of  oi«» 
nnliion  three  himdred  thousand  dolhrs,  for  an  amount  of  MieU> 
gan  six  per  cent  bonds  equal  at  par  to  thai  sum  : 

New,  in  ooosidemtion  of  such  payment  as  aferekaid,  the  said 
Stevens  T.  Mason  does  hereby  agree  to  receive  said  sum  of  one 
oiiHioo  chree  hundred  thousand  d(^rs*  in  the  notes  of  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  and  to  disburse  them  so  far  as  die 
exigendea  of  the  state  o«  Michigan  may  allow,  as  foltows,  to  wit  ^ 
two  htaidred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  on  or  about  the  first  day 
«f  August  nett ;  one  hundred  thousand  doilaUB  on  or  about  the 
first  day  of  September  next,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on 
the  first  days  of  each  of  the  ensuing  months^ 

h  witness  whereof^  the  said  Stevens  T.  Mason  has  hereunto 
set  bis  hand  and  scal»  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON,  [l.  s-] 


Jlforrts  Caned  Ccmpam/s  Agreement  for  Ninety  Day  Drafts. 

Whereas,  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  have  cod- 
traded  with  the  Hon.  S.  T.  Mason,  Grovernor  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
dngan,  to  sell  the  bonds  of  said  state,  and  have  a  commission 
fiir  said  agency,  as  stipulated  in  a  contract  bearing  date  the  first 
day  of  June,  183d. 

And  whereas,  it  was  agreed  and  understood  between  the  par- 
ties,  that  the  Morris  canal  and  bankinj;  company  should  pay  cer- 
tain sums  of  money  on  the  account  ofsale  of  said  bonds,  on  first 
ixf  of  August  next,  also  on  first  day  of  September,  October,  No- 
vember, December,  January,  February,  March  and  April  follow- 
ing. 

And  whereas,  it  is  represented  by  John  Norton,  Jr.  Esq.,  cash- 
ier of  State  bank  of  Michigan,  fiscal  agent  of  said  state,  am}  act-' 
ing  in  behalf  of  Grovernor^  Mason,  with  his  full  power,  that  it  wfll 
better  promote  the  interest  of  the  state  and  internal  improvement 
fund,  to  transfer  money  to  be  received  on  account  of  above  pay- 
ments, to  the  treasury  of  said  stat^  by  drawing  bills  from  I)e- 
troit  on  New  York,  to  be  accepted  by  Morris  canal  and  banking 
company,  than  to  transfer  the  ai|W)Mi»t  froeo  New  York  to  Michi- 
gai^  as  was  intended  to  be^  done  (when  contract  was  executed)  in 
bank  bills. 

It  is  her^  mutually  agreed  and  uiklerstood,  by  and  between 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


91  noom  DocuBiBirra 

4li6  lAmto  6BQSi  0fMt  NitiktAg^  oMupBtijr  M^feik)  Mm  fwifofc* 
Jfn  acing  in  Miaif  of  said  Croveraar  Maaoo,  that  atid  John  Nor- 
iOQ  abail  draw  bUb  frofn  Detroit  on  the  i/larm  ^cdnal  a^  kmk- 
iM  compaoy,  |>ayafak  at  an  average  of  not  ie*  ifaoa  mnety  days, 
oner  aforesaid  instalments  severally  become  due  and  payable^ 

And  it  to  AirdMBf  agreod  by  the  pafti^  fo  tbeaepmtmts,  that 
said  biUa^  when  drawa  in  ooirfomiity  with  forsgoing  atipulatiaDSt 
a&d  i>y  authority  of  Governor  Maaoof  AM  be  aooaplod  aad  paid 
by  Morris  canal  and  banking  oompaoy* 

And  it  is  forlher  agreed  by  said  Norton,  that  io  ooosideration 
of  theise  presents^  and  espeoiaUy  in  coosidemtioo  of  said  Bforrft 
tanal  and  hmkiog  company  aooeplinff  when  praaentadi  and  pt^ 
i^g  aaid  biHa  wfaea  diia«  for  aaaoiiat  of  each  instalaiont,  tbqr  ahadi 
be  oonsidared  and  reoeived  as  pqrmeat  i»  fuH  for  the  aeverat  i»> 
ataliBOOta^  io  the  same  mannw  as  tboq^h  each  payment  waaniade 
in  cash,  on  the  day  they  are  understood  to  be  dttel>y  tiie  original 
understanding  and  agreement* 

New  York,  14th  Ju^  I83&  JOHN  NORTON^  Jr. 

Jn  preaenea  of     2  £L  R.  B{DDLG»  Y.  P. 

M.  GrSBBwou^. )         ofMorriicaBalaod  baoisiagooAipaoy* 


S.  T.  Mwm  to  E.  R.  Biddle,  Nov.  3, 1838, 

New  York,  Nmfember  B,  ISm. 

Dear  Sir — The  approachiog  s^sion  of  ouj:  state  I^islaiur^ 
requires  that  I  should  be  prepared  to  present  the  state  of  the 
agency  of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  for  the  nego- 
tiation of  95,000,<I00,  under  my  contract  of  May  last.  You  wilL 
therefore,  oblige  i^  by  furnishii^  a  full  statemei^  of  the  sate  of 
bonds  up  to  this  date*  by  your  company ;  and  at  the  sanie  tlm^ 
I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  such  general  su£;gestions  on  the 
subject,  to  be  presented  to  the  legblature,  as  would  be  caiculaled 
to  promote  the  measure  entrusted  to  your  care. 
I  amt  respectfully^ 
(Signed)  S.  T.  MASON. 

E,  R.  BiDDLR,  £sq^  Vice  President^  ^ 


E.  JR.  Biddk's  Report,  Nov*  10.  1886. 

Omca  o»  la  Mouu»  Ca^al  ASto  BAimna  C&^  ( 

November  10,  IMS.      j 

Sir-*I  have  received  vours  of  the  third  instant*  requesting  a 
statement  and  report  of  the  condition  of  the  bonds  negotiated  by 
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lUs  oomptny  as  agents  of  the  state  of  Michigan^  which  will 
meet  due  attentioD. 

Before  rendering  if,  however,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  the 
recent  advices  from  London  place  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
American  securities  in  such  a  light  as  to  render  it  very  desirable 
to  close  the  sale  of  the  balance  of  your  bonds,  if  to  be  accom* 
plished  within  the  limits  fixed  by  our  contract  under  date  of  first 
of  June  last. 

It  is  now  in  the  power  of  this  company  to  do  so,  and  to  pass 
the  whole  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  at  par, 
less  our  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  (which  the  con- 
tract authorizes  us  to  do,)  provided  you  will  consent  to  deliver  the 
residue  of  the  bonds  immediately,  and  take  the  obligation  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  in  Pennsylvania,  to  pay  three-fourths, 
and  of  this  company  to  pay  the  remaining  one-fourth  of  the  ag- 
gregate amount,  at  the  several  periods  when  by  the  original  con- 
tract they  shall  respectively  become  duo. 

An  interest  account  will  be  kept,  and  the  state  of  Michigan  will 
be  credited  with  interest  by  both  institutions  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum,  from  the  date  of  the  earliest  coupon,  which  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  of  the  first  of  January  next,  up  to  the  maturity  of  the 
instalments  which  shall  respectively  become  due,  and  which  in- 
stalments are  to  be  drawn  for  on  this  institution,  under  their 
respective  dates,  by  the  Treasurer  of  tfie  state  of  Michigan,  at 
thirty  days  sight. 

To  enable  us  to  carry  out  this  measure,  I  must  ask  your  prompt 
reply  to  this  proposal,  and  if  it  meets  your  approval,  that  you 
will  order  the  whole  of  the  bonds  to  be  sent  from  Detroit  by  a 
special  messenger  without  delay. 

I  remain,  respectfully, 

jfour  ob't  serv*t, 

E.  R.  BIDDLE,  F.  P. 
His  Excellency t  Stevehs  T.  Mason, 

Oovemor  State  of  Michigan. 


E.  R.  Biddle  to  S.  T.  Mason,  Nov.  15, 1836. 

Office  of  the  Morris  Canal  and  Bankino  Co.,  ) 

November  15,  1838.      \ 

3b  flw  Excellency 

Stevens  T.  Mason, 

Oov.  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

Dear  Sir — We  received  your  favor  of  the  12th  instant,  in  re- 
lation to  making  the  sales  of,  and  the  deliveries  of  the  six  percent 
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bonda  of  your  state,  as  proposed  in  our  oommuQicatioD  to  you  o( 
the  10th  inst. 

After  coQSulting  with  those  coJnterested  with  us,  iu  the  contract 
and  agencv  made  with  you  od  behalf  of  your  state,  we  have 
eome  to  the  conclusion  that  as  we  see  do  prospect  of  benefitiiig 
you  by  declinii^  the  dS&i  now  made  to  us,  we  conform  to  your 
Tiews  as  now  expressed  to  us,  viz  : 

**Can  a  better  sale  than  the  one  proposed  be  efiected,  and  wouki 
it  be  advisable  or  expedient  to  let  the  opportunity  now  presented 
pass?'' 

We  have,  therefore,  closed  with  the  party  making  the  pro&r 
to  purchase  the  whole  of  the  unsold  baiaGce  of  your  stock  at  par, 
upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  10th  ioat. 

When  we  first  assumed  this  agency,  considering  the  large 
amount  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  importance  ^  dividit^  tbe 
risk  and  combining  larger  influence  in  bringing  it  iavorably  into 
the  European  market,  we  invited  several  respectable  individuals 
and  institutions  to  unite  with  us.  These  ponies  have  now  con- 
sented to  become  purchasers  of  the  portion  held  by  them  at  par, 
and  thereby  enable  us  to  report  to  you  tlie  entire  close  of  your 
stock  at  that  rate»  less  our  commission. 

We  are  free  to  confess,  that  the  recent  advices  from  Europe  of 
tbe  great  and  unexpected  accumulation  of  AmericalioR  soeuritiea 
offered  at  low  rates,  and  the  fact  that  some  of  tbe  most  undoubted 
state  stocks  have  been  urged  upon  that  market  by  banking-houa- 
ses,  whose  connection  with  this  country  bad  led  us  to  expect  a 
different  course,  have  inspired  no  little  apprehension  of  unpleasant 
results,  and  have  caused  us  for  some  time  past,  to  feel  that  the 
commission  stipulated  for  forms  but  an  inadequate  compeusaiion 
for  continuing  the  risk  of  the  foreign  market. 

In  corroboration  of  these  views,  it  is  in  our  power  to  state,  that 
Charles  Butler,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  whose  reputation  is  known  to 
you,  and  who  is  now  in  London,  having  in  his  charge  the  interest 
of  one  of  the  institutions  concerned  in  the  contract,  writes  under 
date  of  the  26th  October,  most  discouragingly  as  to  the  pros- 
pects  of  a  favorable  result  to  the  Michigan  bonds  held  by  the 
Messrs.  Rothschilds,  and  of  the  apparent  want  of  confidence  in 
these  securities.  Other  banking-houses  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bility in  l40Qdof),  give  a  very  gloomy  aspect  to  the  feeling  in  re- 
fard  to  American  securities,  and  the  Great  Western  has  actually 
rought  back  a  farge  quantity  of  Arkansas  bonds,  payable  in 
London,  from  utter  inability  to  realize  except  at  immense  sacri- 
fice. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  sterling  six  percent  Alabama  bonds  have 
recently  been  soki  in  this  city  at  109,  and  more  are  offered  at  the 
same  rate,  which  would  reduce  the  value  of  your  bonds,  (being 
payable  in  this  country)  to  about  92. 
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Added  to  this,  it  is  do  small  induoeBient  for  cIosiDC  this  sale, 
that  by  so  d(»Dg  we  bring  to  the  aid  of  your  state  all  the  influ- 
ence which  can  be  derived  from  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Uoited  States,  and  the  benefits  of  which  may  be  experienced  in 
the  future  financial  transactions  of  Michigan. 
I  remain,  with  fflreat  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

R  R.  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 


Extract  from  tfte  Letter  of  Charles  Butler,  Esq.,  dated  Londan, 
26^  Oct.,  1838,  above  referred  to. 

"  I  have  teen  the  Messrs*  Rothschilds  several  times  within  a 
&w  days^  on  the  subject  of  the  Michigan  bonds,  and  find  they 
have  done  nothing,  nor  do  I  find  them  any  more  favorably  inclin- 
ed towards  them.  I  have  said  what  I  could  to  inspire  tbem  with 
confidence,  and  have  urged  them  to  bold  on  to  the  Donds  until  the 
period  of  dispositioD  was  more  favorable*" 


TrtOMurei^s  Account^  ending  December,  1888. 

State  if  Mtdugan. 
In  the  following  accounts  with  H.  Howard,  Treasurer. 

Dr. 

To  the  following  : 
For  cash  on  hand,  9735,072  60 

For  balance  due  the  Treasurer  on  general  account, 

by  own  drafts  on  the  Michigan  state  bank,  7,960  74 

•742,979  34 
Ch. 
By  fbe  following  balances^  viz : 

To  credit  of  contingent  fund,  $1,028  16 

University  fund,  '            261  71 

Sinking  fund,  85,821  06 

Internal  improvement  fund,  ,              595,878  41 

All^^n  and  Marshall  railroad  fund,  60,000  00 


9rAn  Trbasitrer's  Qfficb, 


Detroit,  Dec.  22,  1838, 


[CB,  ) 

•      ) 


9742«979  S4 
H.  HOWARD,  IWowrer. 
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S.  T.  Mason  to  E.  R.  Biddle,  Nov.  11,  1888. 

New  Tin-h  Nov.  11,  183S. 

Sir — Your  favor  of  the  tenth  inst  communicating  to  me  a  pro- 
position for  the  sale  of  the  Michigan  state  bonds  under  the  agency 
of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  has  been  duly 
received. 

It  is  with  regret  I  perceive,  thai  the  state  of  the  European  mar- 
ket is  such  as  to  render  the  sale  of  the  Michigan  bonds  a  matter 
of  hazard  and  doubt  My  expectation  under  the  contract  with 
your  institution  was,  to  realize,  at  least,  par  on  the  stock,  and  it  is 
with  extreme  disappointment  that  I  have  presented  to  me  the 
probability  of  losing  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent  commission, 
which  covers  your  charges.  I  siill  cling  to  the  hope  that  an  im- 
mediate sale  may  not  be  imperatively  necessary.  But  as  the  ne- 
gotiation of  this  loan  has  been  a  most  thankless  and  perplexing 
undertaking  on  my  part,  I  feel  unwilling  to  advise  you  in  the 
premises. 

The  contract  gives  you  a  free  agency  to  act  as  the  interests  of 
the  state  of  Michigan  may  require.  The  questions  to  determine 
are,  can  a  better  sale  than  the  one  proposed  be  efiected,  and  would 
it  be  advisable  or  expedient  to  let  the  opportunity  now  presented 
pass  7  All  this  you  must  take  the  responsibility  of  determining. 
To  the  details  of  the  proposition  I  have  no  objection,  and  only 
hope  that  you  will  be  driven  to  an  immediate  sale  under  a  proper 
regard  to  the  interest  of  the  state  you  represent. 
I  havQ  the  honor  to  be, 

Yourobed'tserv't, 

S.  T.  MASON. 
E.  R.  BiDDLE,  Esq.,  Vice  President,  4^. 


Moneys  received  on  account  of  Interned  Improvement  Fund. 

Statement  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  sale  of  Michipnn 
state  bonds  to  the  Mlorris  canal  and  banking  company,  as  fol- 
lows : 
1838. 
Jan.  7.    Grov.  Mason's  two  drafts  on 

Jno.  Delafield,  Esq.  990,000 

60,000 
$150,000  00 


Jan.  3.    (%ver  Newberry»  on  his  con- 
tract, 930,000 

Carried  forward,  9 
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Feb.  6. 

24. 

Sep.  19. 

July  11. 


Brought  forward,  • 
Oliver  Newberry^  on  his  con- 
tract, 81,000 
do            do            do  50,000 
do            do            do  39,000 


Deposited  in  New  York,  by  Governor 

Alason,  to  the  credit  of  the  Michigan 

state  bank, 
Aug.  1.    Grov.  Mason's  sundry  drafts  on  Morris 

canal  bank,  90  days, 
Sept.  1.  do  do  do 

Oct.    1.  do  do  do 

Nov.  1.  do  do  do 

Dec   1.  do  do  do 

June  16.  Gov.  Mason  paid  in    Morris 

canal  bills,  $10,897  70 

Governor  Mason  paid  Prime, 

Ward  &  King's  account,      8,963  30 
Gov.  Mason  paid  Jno.  Dela- 

field's  account,  639  00 


200,000  00 


80,000  00 

250,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 


20,000  00 


Dec  12.  Bills  of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  com- 
pany to  apply  on  the  January,  1839, 
payment,  100,000  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris 
canal  bank,  ninety  days,      f4,580  00 

Gov.  Mason^s  check  on  Mi- 
chigan state  bank,  50  00 

Bills  of  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing company,  95,370  00 


In  fuH  of  February,  1839,  payment, 


100,000  00 


•1,300,000  00 
Credited  to  the  internal  improvement  fund,  1,180,000  00 

**   '     **  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  com- 
pany, 60,000  00 
*        ^  Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  company,     60,000  00 


State  Trbasvkbb's  Otficb, 
DetroUy  Dec.  1%  1888. 


•1,300,000  00 
H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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State  Tsbabitbbr**  Ofticb,  ) 
Detroit^  Dec.  12, 1838.      J 

SiE — Annexed  I  hand  you  a  statement  of  moneys  received  on 
account  of  Michigan  state  loan,  which  includes  the  bills  of  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  deposited  with  me,  as  per 
my  receipts  therefor. 

I  ami  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 

His  Eiceliency  Gov.  Masok,  Detroit. 


Opinion  of  Chancellor  Kent  and  J).  B.  Ogden^  Esqrs.^  on  the 
Question  of  Boundary. 

New  York  September  6, 1838. 

^m — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  opinion  on 
the  question  submitted  under  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Michigan.  In  pursuance  of  the  liberty  given  me  by 
your  letters,  I  deemed  it  best  and  proper  to  associate  David  o^ 
O^den,  Esq.  of  this  city,  with  me  as  counsel.  The  case  was  sub- 
mitted to  him  after  I  had  examined  it,  but  without  any  intimation 
of  my  opinion,  until  I  found  afterwards  that  be  had  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion.  It  appeared  to  me  that  Mr.  Ogden  stood  in  a 
rank  for  experience,  judgment  and  character,,  with  any  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  was  upon  the  whole,  as  unexceptionable  and  desira- 
ble as  any  associate  I  could  select* 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  KENT. 
To  his  Excellency  Gov.  Mason. 


Optnwn. 

The  undersized  counsel,  to  whom  his  excellency  the  Governor 
of  the  state  of  Michigan  submitted  a  concurrent  resokition  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  by  which  he  waa 
requested  to  obtain  the  opbion  of  counsel  touching  the  legal  right 
of  the  state  to  the  tract  of  land  on  its  southern  border,  commonly 
called  the  disputed  ground,  and  the  best  mode  of  prosecuting  the 
claim  of  the  state  thereto,  respectfully  report : 
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That  tbey  have  carefully  and  diligently  examined  and  oonsid- 
ered  the  case,  and  with  all  the  anxiety  to  obtain  the  truth  that  the 
gravity  of  the  questions  and  the  dignity  of  the  application  excited. 

Tbey  have  seen  and  examined  the  Allowing  documents,  which 
have  either  a  direct  or  remote  bearing  upon  the  points  submitted* 

The  ordinance  of  congress  of  July  13, 1787. 

The  act  of  congress  of  April  30th,  1802,  ch.  40. 

The  constitution  of  Ohio  of  1802. 

The  act  of  congress  of  February  19, 1803. 

The  act  of  congress  of  January  11,  1805,  ch.  66. 

The  act  of  congress  of  May  90,  1812,  ch.  88. 

The  act  of  congress  of  April  19,  1816,  ch.  57. 

The  constitution  of  Indiana  of  June  29,  1816. 
^The  act  of  congress  of  April  18,  1818,  ch.  62. 

The  act  of  congress  of  March  2, 1827,  ch.  57. 

The  constitution  of  Michigan  of  May  11,  1835. 

The  act  of  congress  of  June  15,  1836,  ch.  99. 

The  act  of  congress  of  June  25, 1836,  ch.  117. 

The  act  of  the  legislature  of  Michigan  of  July  25, 1836. 

The  first  convention  of  the  people  of  Michigan  of  Septeoiber 
26,  1836. 

The  second  convention  of  December  15,  1836. 

The  act  of  congress  of  January  26,  1837. 

In  communicating  to  counsel  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  Mich^n,  bis  excellency  the  Gtovernor  stated  the 
foUowing  points  as  ^ng  those  which  were  deemed  to  embrace 
the  entire  merits  of  tlie  question  at  issue. 

1.  Had  Michigan  a  just  and  legal  claim  under  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  territory  in,  dispute  ? 

2.  Was  the  subsequent  action  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  depriving  her  of  that  territory,  authorized  and  constito* 
tiooal? 

a  What  is  the  binding  force  and  effect  of  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Micliigan,  to  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  congress,  providing 
lor  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the  federal  union  1 

4.  Was  tlie  assent  of  that  convention  the  *'  common  consent** 
required  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  for  the  alteration  9f  the  south- 
em  boundary  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  as  established  bv  the  act 
of  1803  ? 

5.  Is  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  contested  territory  preclu- 
ded, either  by  the  action  of  congress  or  the  assent  of  her  own 
people? 

6.  If  not,  what  is  her  remedy  for  regaining  the  jurisdiction  over 
the  territory,  the  power  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
over  the  suoject,  and  the  proper  mode  of  bringing  the  question 
before  that  tribunal  7 

L  In  answer  to  the  first  question^  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
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people  (rf'the  territory  of  Michigan  had  a  just  and  legal  claim,  un- 
der the  ordinance  of  1787,  to  the  territory  in  dispute. 

That  ordinance  established  certain  articles  of  compact  between 
the  ori^nal  states  and  the  people  and  states  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  which  were  to  remain 
forever  unalterable  unless  by  common  consent,  and  in  and  by  one 
of  these  articles  the  boundaries  of  the  states  within  the  territories 
were  to  become  fixed  and  established)  and  the  eastern  state,  (now 
Oliio,)  had  its  boundaries  declared*  and  which  were,  on  the  north, 
the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  But 
the  boundaries  of  that  and  the  other  two  western  states  were  sub- 
ject to  be  so  far  altered,  that  if  congress  should  find  it  expedient, 
they  should  have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  states  in  that  part 
of  the  said  territory  which  lay  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Here  was  a  clear  stipulation,  that  an  east  and  west  line  drawn 
through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  was  to 
be  the  boundary  line  between  the  three  states,  (and  of  which  the 
eastern  state  or  Ohio  was  one,)  and  any  new  state  or  states  that 
might  be  formed  north  of  that  line,  and  that  stipulation,  was  bind- 
ing until  withdrawn  by  common  consent 

2.  In  answer  to  the  second  question,  we  do  not  know  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  congress,  which  can  be  deemed  to  partake  of  the 
character  of  depriving  Michigan  of  the  territory  in  question,  prior 
to  the  acts  ot  the  15th  and  23d  of  June,  1836.  The  act  of  con* 
gross  of  April  30,  1802,  for  the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union, 
and  the  act  of  congress  of  January  15,  1805,  erecting  the  territo- 
ry of  Michigan,  and  the  act  of  congress  of  May  20, 1812,  for  sur- 
veying the  northern  boundary  line  of  Ohio,  expressly  recognized 
the  Michigan  line ;  and  though  the  act  of  congress  of  April  19, 
1816,  for  admitting  Indiana  into  the  Union,  shifted  the  east  and 
west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake 
Michigan,  to  an  east  and  west  line,  ten  miles  north  of  the  other, 
yet  the  territory  affected  by  that  alteration  of  the  line,  is  not  part 
of  the  territory  now  in  dispute.  The  alteration  was  made  with 
the  consent  of  Indiana,  declared  by  her  convention,  and  the  terri- 
torial government  of  Michigan  never  questioned  it.  It  passed  by 
common  consent. 

The  act  of  congress  of  the  15th  June,  1836,  was  passed  after 
Michigan  had  met  in  a  state  convention  and  adopted  a  constitu- 
tion for  herself  as  a  separate  state,  and  it  recognized  her  territory 
as  established  by  the  act  of  congress  of  January  11,  1805.  It 
was  an  act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  and  made  also,  as  its  title  purported,  to  establish  the  nor- 
thern boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  It  declared  that  the  nor- 
thern boundary  line  of  Ohio  should  be  a  direct  line  drawn  firom 
the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most  northerly 
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<^pe  €f  Miami  Bay,  dec  This  was  undonbtedly  a  change  txy  the 
pnjudioe  of  Micbi^ii,  of  the  line  established  by  the  ordinance  of 
I787»  and  recognized  in  the  subsequent  acts  of  congiess*  But  Ae 
statute  further  provided  f6r  the  conflMsnt  of  Michigan  to  the  alter- 
ation, by  making  her  consent  to  that  alteration  an  express  condi- 
tion  of  her  admission  into  the  U6ibn,  and  which  ConlSent  was  re- 
quired to  be  solemnly  given  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Mi- 
chigan. This  condition,  precedent,  we  are  of  opinion  was  undu- 
ly attached  to  the  admission  of  that  state,  for  the  articles  of  com- 
pact in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  gave  that  state  a  right  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  whenever  she  had  obtained  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  inhabitants.  The  necessity  of  the  consent  of  Michigan  to 
the  alteration  of  the  boundary  Kne  thus  unduly  Required,  was  evi- 
dence cf  the  sense  of  congress  that  the  alteration  would  not  rest 
upon  any  secure  foundation  without  it.  But  the  subsequent  act 
of  the  23d  June,  1837,  without  reference  to  any  conseqt  of  Mi- 
chigan, goes  on  to'  declare  that  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  should  be  established  ^nd  extend  to  a  direct  line  running 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  Lalce  Michigan  to  the  modt  north- 
erly cape  of  the  Miami  Bay,  &c.  This  was  putting  an  end  to 
the  question  at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  Michi^n 
to  be  given  as  reauired  by  the  preceding  act,  and  in  our  opinion 
those  two  acts  did  unauthorizedly,-  and  m  breach  of  the  original 
compact  of  1787,  deprive  Michigan  of  her  r^ht  to  t^  tefnlory 
in  question. 

3.  But  in  answer  to  the  third  question,  andf  which  wiA  involve 
in  it  an  ariswer  to  the  remaining  questions,  for  they  all  depend  on 
the  same  principle,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  state  and  people  of 
Michigan  are  bound  by  the  consent  given  by  the  convention  d 
the  1 5th  December,'  1836,  to,  the  alteration  of  their  southern 
boundary  line,  ahd  by  their  subsequent  recognition  of  their  lawful 
admission  in(o  the  Union  under  that  consent,  and  the  act  of  con- 
fflress  of  January  26, 1837,  made  in  pursuance  of  it  The  law- 
nilness  of  the  convention  which  gave  that  content  itf  not  nqw  to 
be  drawn  in  questioa  The  state  and  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  have  equally  assumed  its  act  to  be  valid,  and  acted  under 
it,  nor  can  it  be  admitted  for  a  poment  t^t  the  Second  conven- 
tion acted  under  duress  and  not  freely.  It  was  a  matter  resting  in 
their  sound  discretion  whetlier  the  convention  would  submit  to 
their  entrance  into  the  tJnion  upon  the  conditions  annexed.  The 
state  of  Michigan  is  now  stopped  by  considerations  of  honor  and 
dignity,  and  by  her  own  solemn  acts  and  recognitions,  from  deny- 
ing the  validity  of  her  admission  into  the  Union  and  from  calling 
in  question  this  day  the  binding  force  of  the.  terms  upon  which  she 
consented  to  become  a  memSsr  of  the  Union.  The  alteration 
in  the  north  boundary  line  of  Ohio  has  now  been  made  by  the 
'^common  consent"  required  in  and  by  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  and 
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ia  DOT  opinibn  Michigan  has  do  remedy  left  her,  that  is  known  to 
the  conatitutioD  and  Taw  of  the  land*  br  which  she  can  lawfully 
diatcffb  the  boundary  line  as  now  settled. 

JAMBS  KENT, 
DAVID  B.  OGDEN, 
New  York  September  6, 1838. 


Doeumentt  rdaiive  to  the  State  Loan — Prime^  Ward  4*  Kin^s 
Report^  /.  Ddafdds  receipt^  4^. 

New  York,  Nov.  16, 1888. 

Sir — In  reply  to  the  communication  which  you  addressed  to 
us,  on  the  12tn  instant,  desiring  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
Michi^n  loan,  entrusted  for  negotiation  to  our  Mr,  King,  under 
dn^ctions  from  your  agent  Mr,  Dele  field,  we  beg  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  Mr.  King's  note  of  28lh  April  last,  to  Mr.  Delafield,  ex- 
plaining the  failure  to  effect  the  desired  loan  in  Europe,  which 
gives  the  needful  information  on  that  point.  In  relation  to  our 
valuations  on  London  and  subsequent  reimbursement  of  their 
amount,  we  have  to  state  that  we  acted  under  the  explicit  instruc- 
tions  of  Mr.  Delafield,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  enclo- 
sed copy  of  his  letter  to  us,  of  1 1th  April  last,  but  at  that  time  he 
and  we,  here,  were  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  the  bonds  to  extent 
of  800,000  dollars,  were  not  in  a  form  to  be  sold  in  Europe.  Our 
reimbursements  were  made  on  the  best  terms  in  our  power,  and 
free  from  risk  to  the  state  of  Michigan,  charging  the  London  com- 
mis8ion»  and  one  per  cent  for  drawing  and  remitting,  but  of  course 
without  guaranteeing  the  state  from  loss  upon  the  operation. 

It  is  right  to  add  explicitly,  that  it  was  for  no  convenience  or 
profit  to  us,  that  these  valuations  were  made,  and  that  we  were 
ready,  at  any  moment,  to  advance  our  half  of  the  amount  agreed 
upon  with  your  special  agent  when  here,  and  it  was  undoubtedly 
believed  that  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  exchange  would  enable  us  to 
make  reimbursement  upon  terms  that  would  save  any  expense  or 
loss  to  the  state,  which,  unfortunately,  proved  otherwise. 
We  remain  sir,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

PRIME,  WARD  &  KING. 
S.  T.  MASOif,  Esq. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
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New  York,  11I&  April,  1886. 
Hears.  Pbimb,  Ward  &  Kmo-^ 

Gbrtlemer  :  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday,  stating  that  at 
my  request  as  agent,  and  under  onr  joint  responsibility  to  reim- 
burse  the  advance,  if  required,  you  had  drawn  upon  (dessn.  Ba- 
ring, Bro's,  &  Co.  of  London,  against  the  •300,000,  Michigan 
bonds  consigned  to  them  for  sale. 
Say  on  31  March,  £20,000  ffO  days  at  6i    993,833  88 

7  instant,     12,200  19  2  4|      56,666  67 

£32,200  19  2  8150,000  00 

At  your  request,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  advanced  to  the  state  of  MU' 
chigan;  and  I  engage  individually,  to  refund  to  Messrs.  Baring, 
Bid's  &  Ca  one  half  of  the  amount  drawn  as  above  stated,  on 
demand,  with  interest  and  commissions,  in  case  of  need,  coofirm- 
ing  the  engagements  set  forth  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  

(Signed)  J.  DELAFIELD, 

Agent  for  the  State  of  Michigan. 


Three  parcels  of  Michigan  bonds,  amounting  together  to  #800,- 
000,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Delafield's  letter,  of  29th  November, 
transferring  his  agency,  with  an  exemplified  copy  of  the  acts  of 
Michigan,  authorizing  a  loan  of  $5,000,000  and  an  act  amending 
the  same,  authorizing  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  perceMt, 
was  received  in  London,  in  December,  1837.  Preparatory  nego- 
tiations had  been  entered  into  there  with  a  prospect  of  success,  in 
the  anticipation  that  the  amendatory  act  of  Michigan  would  have 
been  clear  and  explicit  as  to  making  principal  and  interest,  both 
in  sterling  money,  payable  in  London. 

Said  amendatory  act,  ns  also  the  original  act,  relating  to  these 
bonds,  no  where  expressly  and  directly^  nor  in  any  way  but  by 
inference,  authorized  or  permitted  the  payment  of  the  principal 
abroad,  although  it  was  explicit  as  to  such  payment  of  interest, 
but  it  directly  limited  the  rate  at  which  payment  of  either  or  both 
should  be  made  in  London,  at  par,  or  four  dollars  forty-four  one 
hundredths  per  £  sterling,  although  it  required  that  any  premium 
or  gain  of  exchan/ze  upon  negotiation  should  be  accounted  for  to 
the  state  of  Michigan. 

That  although  the  state  might  receive  proceeds  of  the  negotia- 
tion of  bonds  in  sterling  abroad,  at  a  premium  of  ten  per  cent, 
yet  it  should  only  refund  the  money  and  pay  the  interest  at  par, 
ID  other  words,  to  receive  four  dollars  eighty-eight  one  hundredths, 
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per  £  sterling,  bat  to  pay  back  four  pounds  fbrtyrfour  one  hun- 
dredths, per  £  sterling. 

It  was  then  thought  pi'acticable  to  negotiate  for  bonds  in  dol- 
lars, principal  and  interest  payable  in  New  York,  but  the  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  rates  of  exchange,  rendered  any  probable  price 
in  London  insufficient  to  cover  limits ;  an  effort  was  made  to  ob- 
tain authority  to  draw  for  a  given  amount,  upon  leaving  the 
bonds  in  London,  if  that  ivould  suit  the  state  of  Michigan,  but  as 
such  authority,  except  after  saks  made,  could  not  be  obtained,  no 
authorized  course  was  left  but  to  bring  back  the  9300,000  bonds, 
which  has  been  done.  The  rate  in  London  for  a  MichiCTn  loan 
six  per  cent,  interest  and  principal  payable  in  New  York,  would 
probablv  be  ninety  per  cent,  equal  at  six  per  cent  premium  to 
ninety-five  forty  one-hundredths,  without  allowance  for  commis- 
sion or  charges  Vor  $100  of  stock. 

Copy  of  note,  dated  28th  April,  1838,  fron)  J.  G.  King,  to 
John  DetafieUf  agents 
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(No.  2.) 

Office  of  State  GsoiiOGiflT, } 
Detroit,  Jem.  1st,  1839.      ) 

Report  of  the  State  Geologist^  in  relation  to  the  itu- 
provement  of  State  Salt  Springs* 

T0  ihe  HonorMe  Legislature  of  Michigan  : 

lo  compliaDce  with  your  instructions,  contained  in  the  act 
approved  March  24,  1838,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  improvement 
ot  the  State  Salt  Springs,''  the  undersigned  respectfully  submitsf 
the  followii^  report ; 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  in  order  to  avail 
myself  of  the  most  recent  improvements  upon  the  method  of  con- 
ducting this  important  work,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  adopt 
such  a  course  as  would  Iead»  in  the  most  economical  manner,  to 
the  results  desired*  I  visited  the  orincipal  salt  wells  of  Ohio,  Penn* 
sylvania  and  Virginia;  and  aluiough  I  had  carefully  examined 
many  of  them  before,  the  numerous  improvements  which  have 
been  made,  more  paiticularly  at  Kanawha,  in  Virginia,  rendered 
the  examination,  in  a  high  degree,  interesting  and  profitable* 
Another  object  which  influenced  me  in  these  examinations,  wa$ 
the  desire  of  comparing  carefully,  while  the  subject  was  still 
fresh  in  my  mind,  the  precise  condition  of  our  own  springs,  with 
those  similarly  situated  in  the  neighboring  states.  ^ 

The  close  analogy  in  situation,  existing  between  the.  springs  in 
the  states  enumerated  and  those  in  our  own  state,  as  set  forth  in 
a  former  report,  will  be  borne  in  mind,  together  with  the  neces- 
«ty  for  adopting  a  similar  method  of  improvement.  The  salt 
springs  of  New  i  ork,  it  was  there  stated,  are  so  very  diflferently 
mtuated,  that  a  satisfactory  comparison  with  them  can  scarcely  be 
instituted  at  this  time,  and  anv  attempt  to  improve  the  water  oS 
our  own  springs  upon  the  plan  there  pursued,  would,  most  as- 
suredly, prove  valueless ;  but  when  water  of  sufficient  strength 
and  purity,  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  has  been  obtained,  the  poli- 
cy of  management  adopted  by  the  state  of  New  York,  may 
readily  be  applied  to  our  own  state,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  pre- 
ferable  to  any  other  which  could  be  devised. 

The  brine  springs  of  our  state,  like  those  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  emanate  from  a  rock  which  lies  deep,  being  cover- 
ed with  a  mass  of  rock  and  earthy  matter,  which,  (in  order  to 
procure  salt  water  that  can  be  economically  used,)  it  is  necessary 
to  penetrate.    In  tliis  ro^spcct,  they  difier  most  essentially  from 
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those  of  New  York,  for  in  that  state  a  simple  earth  excava- 
lion  has  proved  amply  sufficient  to  ensure  an  abundant  8up)dy  of 
water  of  a  superior  quality.  In  the  other  states  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made»  I  am  not  aware  that  any  spring  has  furnish- 
ed water  in  quantity  or  strength  sufficient  for  economical  pur- 
poses,  by  a  simple  earth  excavation,  nor  has  the  water  been  very 
materiafly  improved  by  any  work  of  that  kind. 

In  those  portions  of  the  states  last  mentioned,  where  the  geolo- 
gical arrangement  of  the  rocks  is  such  as  to  admit  of  obtaining 
salt  water,  the  salt  rock  lies  at  a  considerable  depth,  and  is  over- 
layed  by  strata  of  sandstone,  limestone,  slate,  d&Cn  and  through 
fissures  in  these  overlaying  rocks  the  salt  water,  much  diluted  by 
the  influt  of  fresh  water,  originally  rose  to  the  surface.  In  order 
to  procure  water  of  sufficient  strength  and  purity,  it  has  been 
found  indispensable  to  penetrate  the  overlaying  rocks,  as  well  as 
a  portion  of  the  rock  from  which  the  salt  water  flows.  The 
depth  to  which  it  has  been  found  necessaTy  to  sink,  varies  from 
three  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  thousand  feet,  the  deep  borings  for 
the  most  part,  furni.^hing  water  of  a  strength  superior  to  the 
more  superficial  ones.  This  variation  in  the  depth  to  which  it  is 
necessary  to  carry  the  borings,  depends,  chiefly,  upon  the  incli- 
nation of  the  salt  rock,  and  by  keeping  in  view  the  general  incli- 
nation of  that  rock,  together'  with  the  elevation  of^the  Country, 
can  be  determined  with  nearly  as  much  certainty  before  opera- 
tions have  been  commenced,  as  after  they  ha  vie  been  com- 
pleted. 

The  appearance  of  a  sah  spring  at  the  surface,  rs,  of  itself,  very 
far  from  being  evidence  of  the  existence  of  water  of  value  in  the 
rock  below ;  it  is  only  a  single  link  in  the  chain  of  facts,  for  in 
very  many  instances  water  of  considerable  strength  appears  at 
the  surface  where  no  permanent  supply  of  sufficient  strength  and 
purity  to  be  of  any  practical  value  could  be  obtained  by  the  most 
complete  borings,  and  some  of  the  most  valuable  springs  have 
been  brought  to  light  by  improvements,  where,  originally,  no  salt 
water  appeared  upon  the  surface.  A  complete  elucidation  of  this 
subject  does  not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present 
report,  and  allusion  is  made  to  the  facts  as  they  exist*  simply  vi^ith 
a  view  of  rendering  the  character  of  the  improvements  proposed 
more  intelligible  than  they  would  otherwise  be. 

Having  called  your  attention  to  the  close  similarity  which  ex- 
ists between  the  salines  of  our  own  and  the  states  last  mentioned, 
you  will  be  prepared  to  appreciate  the  necessity  of  adopting  a 
similar  method  of  improvement.  Your  attention  is  more  parti- 
cularly called  to  this  subject  from  the  fact  that  many  of  our  citi- 
zens having  been  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  salt  sprinffs  of 
New  York,  and  erroneously  looking  upon  our  own  as  similarly 
situated,  are  unprepared  to  realize  the  different  character  of  im- 
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IHrovemenU  required.  At  the  Onondaga  springs,  a  simple  shaft 
has  been  found  sufSdent  to  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  water 
l^ly  <iharged  with  saline  matter ;  but  improvements  of  this 
character,  simply,  would  be  of  no  value  at  any  of  the  springs  I 
have  examined  in  Michigan,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  no  point 
will  ever  be  found  in  this  slate,  where  improvements  of  that  cha- 
tet  will,  alone,  lead  to  any  practical  results. 

In  commencing  the  improvements  directed,  it  was  d^med 
desirable  to  select  two  points  for  operations,  where,  all  circum- 
stanced combined,  rendered  it  most  certain  they  would  lead  to  a 
flacoessful  termination.  Two  places  were  selected  rather  than 
one,  from  the  slightly  difierent  circumstances  under  which  the  salt 
tpridgs  occur  ;  sT  diflerence  which  would  still  leave  the  subject  irl 
doubt  should  the  experiment  result  unfavorably  at  a  single  point. 
As  a  matter  of  economy,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  pursue! 
both  these  works  at  the  same  time,  from  the  fact  that  the  two 
improvements  can  bb  proportionably  much  more  economically 
conducted  in  concert  than  either  of  them  alone.  Feeling  the  im- 
portance of  settling  the  question  fairly,  these  points  were  select- 
ed with  much  care,  and  it  is  believed  they  are  quite  equal,  if  not 
superior  to  any  which  could  have  been  chosen  in  the  state.  The 
pincipal  fiiCts  connected  with  this  subject  were  laid  before  you 
10  a  former  report,  from  which  you  will  be  enabled  to  draw  con- 
clusions as  to  the  probability  of  eventual  success ;  but  sinc^  the 
date  of  that  report,  many  facts  have  been  elicited  which  wo!jld 
serve  to  increase  our  confidence  on  that  subject.  The  water  of 
these  springs  is  quite  equal  in  strength  and  purity  to  that  of 
any  of  the  springs  of  the  western  states  before  noticed,  as  theV 
originally  existed  ;  the  geological  situation  of  the  country  is  such 
as  to  lead  to  favorable  conclusions,  and  should  there  be  a  failure  of 
eventual  success,  it  may  safely  be  said  it  will  depend  upon  causeit 
which  could  not  possibly  have  been  calculated* 

The  slate  salt  lands  on  the  Tittabawassa  river,  in  Midland 
coQoty,  are  peculiarly  eligibly  situated,  being  a  few  miles  beloW 
the  head  of  navigation  of  that  stream,  and  embracing  the  mouth 
of  Salt  river.  A  re-examinalion  of  this  saline  district,  showed 
It  to  be  more  extensive  than  had  been  supposed,  and  it  was  in 
consequence  of  this,  in  connection  with  the  strength  and  purity 
of  its  numerous  springs,  deemed  a  strong  point  for  commencing 
operations. 

The  time  occupied  in  making  these  preliminary  examinations 
prevented  the  commencement  of  active  operations  at  the  point 
selected  until  near  the  middle  of  June  ;  and  separated  as  it  is  from 
settlements,  it  became  necessary,  first,  to  make  arrangements  for 
rendering  those  comfortable  who  should  be  engaged  in  the  work. 
A  bouse  was  first  erected  and  sufficient  ground  cleared  from  tim- 
ber to  prevent  annovance  from  mosquitoes,  since  which  a  shaft 
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has  been  commenced  at  a  point  aboat  half  a  mile  h^low  ibff 
mouth  of  Salt  river,  on  the  direct  bank  of  the  Tittabawaasf^  riv^» 
Much  difficulty  was  at  first  encountered  in  sinking  the  sbaTttftofi^ 
the  presence  of  quicksand,  but  this  was  at  length  8UfmouBtQ<l» 
since  which  the  work  has  progressed  with  as  much  rapidity  a^ 
could  have  been  anticipated. 

As  this  shaft  is  commenced  directly  upon  the  bank  of  the  river» 
it  was  deemed  advisable,  in  order  to  secure  the  workfl  mo«i  per- 
fectly, as  well  as  for  other  purposes,  to  erect  a  wharf,  which  was 
accordingly  done.  It  is  proposed  to  sink  this  shaft,  already  com* 
menced,  to  the  rock,  which  may  be  estimated  to  lie  at  a  deplbof 
something  over  one  hundred  feet,  and  to  secure  it  carefcilly  frqefi 
the  influx  of  fresh  water.  Having  accomplished  this,  the  mh 
rock  which  will  probably  be  found,  at  this  point  to  lie  at  a  defitb 
of  between  five  and  seven  hundred  feet,  will  be  reached  in  tte 
usual  manner,  and  until  this  be  fully  accomplished,  we  cannol 
hope  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion  upon  the  sui)jecU 

During  a  portion  of  the  months  of  August,  September  and 
October,  this  work  was  partially  suspended  in  eonsequeaee.  of 
the  sickness  of  those  employed  in  carrying  it  forward. 

Circumstances  connected  with  my  other  state  duties  prevented 
a  re-cxamination  of  the  state  salines  on  Grand  river  until  about 
the  middle  of  July,  soon  after  which  operations  were  commenced 
at  the  point  selected ;  three  miles  below  the  village  of  Grand 
Rapids  apd  upon  the  direct  bank  of  the  river : — But  in  conaeh 
quence  of  ihc  excessive  heat  of  the  season  and  the  exposed  oon^ 
dition  of  the  men  employed,  nearly  all  those  engaged  upon  the 
work  became,  unfit  for  duly  by  sickness,  and  more  than  IWQ 
months  elapsed  before  I  was  enabled  to  renew  the  work- success^ 
fully,  although  other  hands  had  been  employed  and  sent  on  in  the 
mean  time.  They  also  became  unfit  for  duty  from  a  similar 
cause. 

A  neat  arid  commodious  house  has  been  erected  at  this  place, 
a  portion  of  the  timber  for  a  dock,  to  secure  the  works,  pre-^ 
pared,  and  I  have  men,  now,  busily  engaged  in  clearing  groundo 
and  taking  all  the  necessary  preliminary  steps  for  commencing  a 
^tiafu  A  steam  engine  has  been  procured  and  some  of  the  man 
chinery  prepared  for  commencing  work  upon  the  shaft,  and  this 
work  would  have  been  already  commenced  had  the  condition  of 
the  appropriation  warranted  such  a  stop.  The  distance  to  the 
rock  being,  at  this  point,  comparatively  short,  llie  expense  of 
sinking  the  shaft  will  not  be  great,  but  the  amount  of  rock  boring 
required  will  not  vary  much  from  that  at  the  Tittabawas3a 
salines.  I  should  also  add  that  a  conditional  contract  has  been 
made  with  a  man  of  great  practical  experience  in  rock  boring,  at 
the  Kanawha  salines,  in  Virginia,  to  take  charge  of  that  portion 
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€f  the  wafk  in  this^tate,  and  had  the  appropriation  been  8tiflieiem» 
fo  would  have  commeDced  work  before  this  time. 

in  r^arrd  to  the  importance  of  this  point  for  the  commencer 
tneot  ©f  these  improvements,  it  will  probably  be  safficient  to  refer 
you  to  my  report  of  last  year,  on  this  subject,  barely  adding  that 
tbe  exaoiioations  of  this  year  have  added  confidence  to  my  hopet 
of 'success,  if  the  operations  be  continued  to  a  final  resolt. 

Other  points  might  have  been  selected  where  little  doubt  can 
be  entertained  but  salt  water  could  be  procured,  and  where  opera-* 
tioRB  oould  be  conducted  at  a  less  expense,  but  at  this  st^ge  it 
was  deemed  of  the  utmost  importance  to  select  such  springs  only 
as  bid  most  fair,  and  snch  as  would,  in  the  event  of  a  faittire  to 
l^aiizB  onr  expectations,  render  it  forever  unnecessary  to  make' 
fortker  aUempis.  Should  the  works  already  commenced  prove 
df  value,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  state  to 
make  similar  improvements  at  other  points,  but,  for  the  present^ 
those  comnrieticed  are  amply  sufficient. 

It  would  hardly  have  been  expected,  from  the  small  amount 
appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  our  springs,  tha*t  very 
nniob  except  to  take  the  preparatory  steps  could  have  been  ae- 
compKsfaed,  yet  under  ordinarj^  circumstances  no  more  than  this 
amount  would  have  been  required.  The  sickness  of  the  paaff 
season  has  been  such  as  to  embarrass  our  operations  very  much, 
aM  this  embarrassment  was  ihcreased  in  consequence  of  the  drf- 
fieiilty  of  supplying  with  fresh  hands  the  places  ot  those  who 
became  unfit  for  doty  in  consequence  of  sickness.  Compelled  to 
Uwef  for  a  time,  until  buildings  could  be  erected,  more  exposed 
diiln  u^ual,  much  annoyed  by  mosquitoes,  in  connection  with  the 
ektnemely  hot  weather,  the  men  employed  sickened  and  wei^e 
ileariy  all,  for  a  length  of  time,  unfitted  for  labor.  Their  places 
were  supplied  with  fresh  hands  as  siKm  as  circumstances  would 
permit,  and  the  work  pressed  forward  with  all  posrfble  despatch. 

There  has  been  expended  at  the  works  on  Grand  river,  inclu- 
ding the  expense  of  erecting  a  house  and  the  purcrhase  of  a  steam 
engine,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dotiars,  fifty-two  cents;  and  at  the  works  on  the  Tiitabawassa 
river  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighteen  d«>llars, 
sixly^seven  cents,  anwunting  in  total  to  three  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  dolhrs,  nineteen  cents,  a  schedule  of  which 
disbursements,  with  the  proper  vouchers,  will  be  duly  laid  before 
yon. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  statement'  that  the  expenditures  have 
exceeded  the  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  $886  19.  I  had  [pro- 
ceeded with  the  utmost  precaution  in  order  to  avoid  a  result  of 
this  kind,  but  the  increased  expenses  incident  upon  supplymgthe 
phMes  of  those  workmen  rendered  unfit  for  duty  in  consequence  of 
sickness,  as  well  as  unlocked  for  difficulties  and  expenses  con- 
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Heeled  with  the  transportation  of  proviaons,  &C.9  rendeFod  it  im- 
possible to  make  accurate  estimates,  for  which  reason,  afier  the 
principal  expenses  had  been  incurred^  I  was^  under  the  painful 
necessity  either  of  leaving  the  work  at  a  season  of  the  year  most 
favorable  to  conduct  the  operations,  or  to  exceed  the  amount  a|>- 
propriated  for  that  purpose.  Had  a  different  course  been  pursued* 
the  state  would  have  been  subjected  to  great  loss  and  delay  in  the 
progress  of  the  works,  which  has  thus  far  been  avoided,  and 
notwithstanding  the  condition  of  the  funds,  I  am  still  continuing 
the  work,  though  in  a  manner  which  will  render  the  expeoaes 
inconsiderable. 

The  commencement  of  a  work  of  the  character  of  that  under 
*  consideration,  necessarily  involves  the  expenditure  of  an  amount 
for  the  erection  of  houses  and  work  shops,  for  clearing  grounds, 
for  machinery,  for  implements,  &c.,  which  must  render  the  first 
^penses  much  greater  than  those  which  will  follow.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  limited  amount  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  only 
a  portion  of  this  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  sum  which  will 
be  required  for  a  successful  continuance  of  the  work,  will,  there- 
fore, be  considerably  larger  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 

With  a  sufficient  appropriation  for  the  current  year,  we  may 
hope  to  be  able  to  make  such  additional  improvements  in  tlie 
grounds  as  will  be  required,  to  erect  work  shops,  &c.,  to  complete 
the  shafts  to  the  rock,  and  secure  them  from  the  influx  of  freah 
water,  and  unless  some  unlooked  for  accident  should  occur,  to  sink 
with  the  augur  through  four  hundred  feet  of  rock  at  each  place, 
making  the  sum  total,  as  estimated,  inclusive  of  earth  excavation, 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  feet.  There  will  be  required  for  this 
purpose,  under  a  system  of  rigid  economy,  the  sum  of  $12,350, 
which  estimate  will  include  the  amount  of  #886  19  before  stated 
to  have  been  advanced  upon  the  work  in  progress. 

In  closing  this  subject,  I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  pre- 
sent  slate  of  the  salt  spring  lands.  The  fact  that  we  have  a  grant 
of  seventy-two  sections  of  land,  located  in  different  portions  of  the 
state,  much  of  which  might  be  made  available,  yet  producir^  no 
revenue,  is  one  which  deserves  attention.  Situated  as  these  lands 
now  are,  they  are  subject  to  constant  waste  from  the  loss  of  timber 
by  intruders — a  source  of  loss  which  is  daily  increasing.  Some 
portions  of  these  lands,  which  will  never  under  any  contingency 
be  required  for  salt  purposes,  may  be  made  available  by  lease, 
at  once,  the  only  course  which  can  be  pursued  in  conformity 
with  the  act  conferring  the  grant,  while  the  measures  now  in 
progress  will  fully  test  the  condition  of  the  most  marked  springs, 
and  either  lead  to  a  result  whicii  will  add  much  to  the  prosperity 
of  dur  state,  or  teach  us  that  some  other  method  will  be  required 
to  render  the  large  amount  of  salt  lands  held  by  the  state  of  any 
veal  value. 
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It  is  deriraUe,  tberer(H^  ifji  order  that  the  whole  subjpct  may 
he  phused  in  that  situation  ^hiefa  vill  prove  most  beneficial  to  the 
«tmte,  that  the  works  noyr  in  progress  be  pursued  to  a  final  result 
as  speedily  as  possible,  for  until  A  be  done,  no  decisive  steps  can 
be  taken  with  any  other  than  ^  portion  of  the  lands,  and  the  in* 
terest  upon  the  amount  which  is  thus  Iving  idle  would  soon  make 
a  return  of  the  amount  .expended  by  Xp,e  state  in  making  the  im« 
provenients.  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  laborious  as  is  the 
task  of  conducting  these  operations,  in  connexion  with  the  other 
eevere  dutiea  I  an?  called  upon  to  perform,  the  task  is  made  liffht 
by  the  hope  that  in  the  end  it  may  not  fail  to  lead  to  results  of  uie 
;no6t  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  young  state. 

Ml  ^4uch  IS  respeetfolly  submitted. 

DOUGLASS  HOJJGHTON-  % 
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(No.  3.)     ' 
State  Treasnrei^'fe  R^iport. 

'      ,  State  Tbeasuber*s  OitftoM,  > 

.  /  Detroit^  December  Slsi,  1838.  J^ 

Bm^  Pre^id^Ht  (^  the  SeTH^  of  Michigan  i 

'Siit^«^In  coilnpliance  with  the  laws  regutating^'  Ae'  dutititt  t^ 
Tteafiurer$  I  herewith  present  the  folloif<riDg  cAateiii€Mt»iirfthe  bcK 
ainess  of  ^is- department,  for  the  year  1838,  m:    :  • 

Ist.  A  statement  of  the  cisrrent  cncpMsev,  for  gMSPA  pufpo- 

2nd.  A  statement  of  receipts,  from  all  sources^  applied  to-  the 
payment  of  the  current  expenses. 

3rd.  A  quarterly  account  current  with  the  genefal*  ftmd. 

4th.  An  account  current  with  the  sinking  fund. 

5th.  An  account  current  with  the  contingent  fundr 

6th.  An  account  current  with  the  penitentiary  fund^ 

7th.  Ad  account  current  with  the  Ypsilanti  and  Teeumseh  rail* 
road  company. 

8th.  An  account  current  with  the  Allegan  and  Marshall  rail^^ 
road  company. 

9th.  A  statement  of  the  bank  fund. 

10th.  An  account  current  with  the  internal  improvenoent  fund; 

11th.  A  summary  statement  of  funds  on  hand,  and  to  what  ac^ 
count  they  stand  due. 

12th.  A  statement  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  sales  of 
state  stocks,  and  how  applied. 

13th.  An  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  government 
for  the  year  1839. 

14th.  An  estimate  of  receipts  applicable  to  the  support  of  fpy^ 
vernment  for  year  1839, 

The  expenses  of  the  state  for  general  purposes,  for  the  year 
1838,  amount  to  the  sum  of  (168,485  09,  to  which  add  balance 
due  the  Michigan  state  bank,  on  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
$15,067  92,  makes  the  total  expenses  of  the  state  for  the  year 
1838,  amount  to  the  sum  of  6183,553  01. 

The  receipts  from  all  sources,  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
above,  including  880,000  returned  from  the  internal  improvement 
fund,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $171,999  77,  leaving  a  deficit  in  the 
receipts  to  meet  current  expenses,  of  911,553  24,  which  has  been 
made  up  by  an  overdraft  on  the  Michigan  state  bank,  and  to 
which  amount  the  state  is  indebted  this  day. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  present  another  view  of  this  branch  of 
the  state  expenditures,  that  the  legislature  may  be  made  acquaint- 
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^  wilb  li^lTw  Bm9  of  thi»  ilopartneot,  m  this  retrpooti  ^adfffof 
yii$  tbe  mewi  of  roaetiog  the  ooiHingency^  By  dKlodkig  the 
•00,000  relumed  firoiB  tbe  iotemal  iiaprovQcnent  fond,  from:  thd 
feceiptSf  which  has  been  applied  to  meet  the  current  expenses^^ 
bot  whick  doe9  not  properly  form  a  part  of  tbe  ordinary  reve- 
pue-^  will  be  seen  the  actual  aioouot  received  from  aU  other 
«ource5y  falls  short  of  meetipg  tbe<defi)ands  on  the  treaskury  foe  tfaJB 
tsmnch  of  t(M  public  eiper^tares,  in  the  sum  of  •91»55d  24» 
ivhich  b^  been  made  up>*  as  before  stated*  by  the  880,000  relumr- 
«d  frooi  the  imernai  improvement  fund,  and  by  overdraftiOQ.tli& 
Michigan  state  bank,  for  the  balance^  The  ordinary  reosiptsof 
the  state,  applic^le  to  the  payment  of  its  current  expenses^  exH 
<«9pt  from  direct  taxqsv  are  limited  ;  and  even  iaclnding  taxes, aye 
At  present  inadequate  to  the  support  of  gorernmeflit  It  with 
tierefpre^  be  highly  nece$sary>  that  this  departoient  nay  not  >  be 
^lobarrassed  for  funds,  that  early  measures  should  be  adopted  bf 
Ibe  legislature,  to  provide  fpr  this  braneb  of  the  .public  service. 

I  submit  stalemeats  of  the  probable  receipts  and  expenses  for 
lb&  yeaf  1839>^tbe  former  is  estin>aled  nX  81 17,i>72,  and  tbq.lat*^ 
terat  $124,778.  Nixninalty^  ^  amount  of  estanated  revenocv 
iopli^diog  taxes  due  for  year9,l836  and  1837,  and  assessment&for 
the  ye«r  1838,  is  nearly  sufficient  to  meet  the  estimated  expensei 
of  the  stiite ;  but,  as  a  large  amount  of  the  revenpe  is  to  b^  deri«> 
Ted, from  taxes  alope,  aRd'  as  the  tai:es, already  due«  are  probably 
from  noiv^esident  iandsi  and  as  the.assessoieots  for  1838  wtidhoot 
PQ9chthe  treasury,  till  <|uite  late  in  the  year,  and  perhaps  be  sub*- 
jeof  totbe  same  continger^oy  tbe  receipt  of  taxes  lieretofore  has  been- 
-•«^lel|iy  in  the colieouops.wd  transmissions  to  thisoiiice^v^I would 
respeGifully  suggest  in  cH-der  to  obviatei  the  dificulty  which  thiip 
department  will  laUnr  under,  for  want  of  fund$»  that  temporarri 
loans.be  made/rom  our  baoks,  for  a  bs^th  of  time  suflfioieAi  tW 
enable  the  t^^xea  already  due  and  coming  due,  for  1888^  taba 
made  availahlet  to  the  treasury.  The  colleclion  of  tbe  amount 
due  from  taxes,:  for  tb^  yeafs  183^  and  1^7,  may  be  much  fiioili^ 
taled,  by  so  aqiendii^  the  reviaed  statuteau  relating  to  the  returv 
qf  delinquent  taxqa  to  the  Auditor  General's  office,  and  the  issue) 
of  state  stocks  by  the  State  Treasurer,  that  the  taxes  due  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  revised  codet*  may  be  included  ;  by  which 
ineaas.th^^.tftfiteM^U,  frotn  the  sale  of  its  stock,  in  all  probability, 
be  put  in  funds  at  a  much  earlier  period,  than  by  the  ordinary 
mode  of  collections  and  transmissions  through  the  several  county 
treasuries ;  public  convenience  will  also  be  promoted,  and  the  trea- 
sury be  made  speedily  replenished  to  the  amount  now  due  from 
that  source. 

Including  the  balance  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1838,  to  the 
credit  of  the  internal  improven;ent  fund,  amounting  to  880,543  55, 
the  receipts  from  sale  of  state  stocks  and  the  five  per  cent  on  the 
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Unhed  Stittet  land  sales,  placed  to  the  credit  of  that  fund,  amount 
to  the  sam  of  $hi65^S9S  51 ;  and  tlie  amount  drawn  from  that 
fund  is  tGVO^Sl  88,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $585r 
086  68  this  day. 

There  is  a  balands  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fond  of  980,562 
45^  applicable  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  state  stocks  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  inletnal  improvements. 

Under  the  '<  Act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
iiandred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti  and  Te- 
oumseh  railroad  company/'  approved  April  6,  1888,  sitty  thou- 
sand dollars,  out  of  funds  arising  from  tho  sale  of  state  stocks,- 
has  been  paid  to  said  company,  upon  evidence  filed  in  this  office,- 
that  the  securities  required  to  be  given  had  been  perfected  and 
filed  with  the  Auditor  General; 

Under  the  **  Act  authorising  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  compa- 
oy,"  approved  April  6,  1888,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollar^ 
from  the  sale  of  state  stocks,  has  been  passed  to  the  (Credit  of  that 
companv,  subject  to  draft  of  said  company,  upon  securities  be* 
ing  perfected  and  filed  according  to  the  above  act 

Affreeable  to  law,  state  stocks  have  been  issued  during  the  yeaf 
for  the  following  purposes,  and  to  the  following  amounts,  viz :  un- 
der  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  Detroit  and  Ponrtiac  r^iU 
road  company,"  approved  March  5,  1888,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  has  been  delivered  to  said  company,  securi* 
ties  having  been  perfected  and  filed  according  to  law.  Under 
'*  An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  tbef 
University  of  Michigan,''  approved  April  6,  1886,  state  stocks  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  delivered  ia 
the  Board  of  Regents,  the  i-equirements  of  the  act  authori^^rng  the 
issue,  having  been  complied  with.  And  Qnder  ^  An  act  audiori* 
zing  the  building  of  the  state  penitentiarv,"  approved  March  22d, 
1888,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  pi'ooeeds  of 
which,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-three  ddlars  and  thirty-five  cents,  has  been  paid  to  the 
commissioners  superintending  the  penitentiary,  as  per  account 
rendered. 

Respectfully  submitted^ 

H.  HOWARD,  TVetaurer. 
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DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  1.) 

SUOanent  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  Sfate/or  general  purpo- 
ses^ for  year  1838. 

Statement  of  expenses  for  generd  purposes^  for  the  year  18d8» 
mdtiding  the  expenses  ^  the  November  session  of  the  tegisla- 
ture^  year  ISSlfOsper  warrants  paid  the  following  persons : 
1838. 
Jan.    1.    F^id  Epephs.  Ransom,  one  quarter  year's 

salaiy,  associate  justice,  ending  Dec.  31,  9375  00 
Sb  John  Uoodrich,  for  compensation  for  his 
services  in  transcribing  and  transporting 
the  records  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  of  Oakland  to  the  office  of  the 
supreme  court,  Detroit,  12  00 

5.  Jno.  E.  Schwarz,  one  quarter  year's  tsala- 

ry  as  adjutatit  general,  up  to  Dec  31, 
1837,  31  25 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  one  quarter  year's  sala- 
ry as  chief  justice,  ending  Dec.  31, 
1837,  400  00 

6.  Greorge  Moreil,  one  quarter  year's  salary 

as  associate  justice,  ending  December 

21,  1837,  375  00 

K.  Pritchette»  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 
Secretary  of  State,  ending  December 
31,  1837,  250  00 

15.    D.  Houchton,  State  Geologist,  6^000  00 

Elijah  Ely,  one  of  the  committee 
in  case  "of  (Jeo.  Moreil,  45  45 

John  Berry,  services  as  enrolling 
clerk,  39  00 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  as^nt, 
for  pay  of  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 12,491  80 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
for  pay  of  members  of  the 
legislature,  and  other  expen- 
ses, 3,632  94 


19.    John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

Carried  forward, 
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16,208  69 
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Brought  forward,  •  • 

for  pay  of  members  of  le- 
"slature,  706  50 


Jan.  19,  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
for  pay  of  J,  S.  Bagg,  and 
Bagg,  Barns  &  Co.,  account 
for  printing  and  statboery 
furnished  l^th  houses  of  the 
l^islature^  7,408  09 

L.  L,  Mason,  six  days  atten- 
dance and  mileage  in  case  of 
a  Morell,  7  06 


23.    Michigan  sta^  bank,  balance 

of  interest  due  J[aquary  1, 

1838.  769  31 

36.    £.  N.  Bridges,  on^  quarter 

year's  salary  from  Septem- 

ber  2l8t  to  December  Sly  as 

Bank  Commissioner,  $1,000,  250  00 
C.  C.   Jackson,  one  quarter 

year's  salary  as  private  se- 
cretary 10  Executive,  125  00 


29.    Wtiu  Driggs,  as  witness  in 
case  GeoM  orell, 

4  QO 

Feb'y  5.    John  Norton,  jr.^  fiscal  agent, 

pay  certain  members  legisla- 

ture. 

3Si5  QQ 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
)ay  certain  members  fegis- 
ature. 

401  00 

8,117  55 


Carried  forward, 


375  00 


730  00 

Horatio  James,  witness  in  case  6.  Morell,  5  75 

8.  K.  Pritchette,  salary  as  secretary  of  sta^ 

from  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  5,  100  00 

9.  S.  Van-  Nest,  witness  before  a 

ooHinuttee  at  Monroe,  16.  00 

Geo.  Sedgwick,  services  ren- 
dered commissioner  in  revise 
ing  laws,  65  00 

^  80  00 

13.    Rial  Irish,  witness  in  case  of  Geo.  Morell,  7  12 

15.    Thurber,  Halslack  and  Barbour>  iii  ca^Q 

of  Geo.  Morell,  9  19 
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Brought  forward,  9 

Feb.  21.    F.  Cowderv,  recording  jou)-naI  adjourned 

•essioD  01  legislature^  35  00 

Mar.  L    lotornal  improvement  fund — this  amount 

loaned  the  commissioners,  7,224  64 

2.    Wm.  F«  Shepard,  witness  in  case  Geo.  Mo- 

rell,  6  40 

8.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
sundry  expenses  of  legisla- 
ture, 280  75 
Jna  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
sundry  expenses  of  legisla- 
tore,  171  00 
Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiefcal  agertt, 

paid  Wm.  Moore,  8  00 

Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
several  witnesses  in  case  6. 
Morell,  II  50 

Henry  C.  Bunco,  for  Calhoun 
county  Patriot,  5  00 

-^ 421  25 

a    Robt  Abbott,Auditor  General, 

and  H.  Howard,  Treasurer, 

postage,  (oiE)  80  00 

14.    E.   Famswortb,  one  quarter 

year's  salary,  endmg  Dec. 

31,  1887,  375  00 

28.  P.  Morey,  half  year's  salary, 
from  Sept.  21, 1837,  to  21st 
March,  1838,  9400,  200  00 

Geo.  W.  Wisner,  as  member 
of  the  legislature  and  mile- 


age. 

168  50 

John  Gallaway,witnes8  in  case 

Geo.  Morell, 

2  50 

Daniel  Pittman,  inspector  8rd 

division  militia. 

70  00 

C.  H.  Hooker,  repairing  and 

cleaning  state  arms. 

800  00 

Thos.  J.  Drake,  counsel  in 

case  Greo.  Morell, 

40  00 

April  2.  Governor  Mason,  one  Quarter 
year's  salary,  etkKDg  Mareh 
31, 1888,  500  00 


486  00 


840  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Brough  tforward,  •  | 

April  2.  JfMX  E.  Schwarz,  one  quarter 
year's  salary,  ending  March 
81»  1838,  31  25 


531  25 


3.  Geo.  Morellyone  quarter  year's 

salary,  ending   March   31, 

1838,  875  00 

4.  Epaphs.  Ransom,  one*  quarter 

year's  salary,  ending  March 

31,  1838,  375  00 

Samuel  Forsyth,  for  bread  fur- 
nished militia,  6  25 

S.  N.  Gantt,  witness  in  case 
of  Gea  Morell,  10  63 

391  88 

7.    H.  Howard,one  quarter  year's 
salary  as  treasurer,  ending 

March  31,  125  00 

11.  EloQ  Farns worth,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  Chancellor, 
ending  March  31,  375  00 

Half  year's  instalment,  inter- 
est due  May  1,  1838,  on 
•100,000  state  stock,  paya- 
ble at  Phoenix  bank,  N.  Y,        3,000  00 


14.  Morse  and  Brother,  stationery 
furnished  Executive,  Secre- 
tary  of  State,  and  Treasu- 
rer's offices,  56  05 

C.  J.  Walker,  editor  Grand 
River  Times,  papers,  3  00 

.H.  A.  Mansfield,  services  ta- 
king census  of  Monroe  co.,  30  00 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  chief  jus- 
tice,  one  quarter  year's  sala- 
ry, ending  31st  March,  400  00 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  services  re- 
vising laws,one  quarter  year, 
ending  8th  March,  375  00 

John  S.  Bagg,  advanced  him 
on  account  printing  state 
laws,  5,000  00 

S.  McKnight,  Quartermaster 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Broi^t  forward,  $  $ 

Generaf  Michigan    militia, 
pay  of  sundry  persons,  114  17 

April  14.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
pay  of  sundry  members  of 
the  legislature,  22,279  50 

Interest  on  910,000  Palmyra 
and  Jacksonburgh  railroad 
state  stock  falling  due  May 
1,  1838,  at  Manhattan  bank. 
New  York,  8,500  00 

O.  Marsh,  services  as  librarian,       291  00 


18.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agents 
several  warrants  for  pay  of 
members  and  other  expen- 
ses of  the  legislature,  viz : 
one  for  9326  00,  one  for  91,- 
399  SO,  one  for  91,123  26, 
one  for  98,250  51,  one  for 
9047  81,  12,047  08 


28,898  72 


12,047  08 


20.  L.  M.  Mason  and  Ira  Porter,  witnesses  be- 

fore committee  investigating  locations  of 

the  northern  and  southern  railroad,  15  00 

21.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

warrants  for  pay  of  mem- 
bers and  other  expenses  of 
the  legislature,  viz ;  one  for 
9150  17,  one  for  9888  00, 
one  for  9307  78,  1,845  95 


1,845  95 


E.  J.  Roberts,  salary  as  commissioner  su^ 
perintending  publication  of  the  revised 
laws  up  to  April  20,  270  00 

28.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  salary  as  Bank  Com- 
missioner up  to  April  18,  812  50 

14.    A.  Fuller  and  Ira  Davis,  witnesses  in  case 

of  Geo.  Morell,  5  62 

25.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  sundry  war- 

rants, each  98, 96,  935,  49  00 

B.  Farrand,  this  amount  loaned  him,  800  00 

26.  John  Gibson,  services  attending  supreme 

court  120  50 

27.  Lemuel  Goodell,  services  as  member  oi 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  • 

court  martia!,  fir§t  division  brigade  in* 
specter,  41  00 

April  28.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  snndry  eX" 

penses  legislature,  454  19 

May  4.    Michigan  state  bank:  this  am't 

borrowed  of  said  bank,  940,000  00 

Interest  on  do.  from  January 

1st  to  May  4,  825  00 


40,825  00 

A.  Felcb,  Bank  Commissioner,  one  <iuarter 
ytor's  salary  tip  to  May  2,  812  60 

May  11.  Paid  Messrs.  Burch  &  Field 
for  teaming  arms.  Sac.  from 
Fort  Gratiot  to  Detroit,  40  00 

K.  Pritchette,  Bank  Commis- 
sioner, one  quarter  year's  sa- 
lary ending  May  7,  312  50 

H.  B.'  Webster,  his  account  for 
iron  safe,  &c^  for  Treasu- 
rer's office,  42  05 

Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
sundry  warrants  for  the  ex^ 

Jenses   of  the   legislature, 
29,  994,  tOd,  94&  43,  tld 
68.  436  05 


21.    Jno.  Paschall,  witness  in  case 

of  Geo.  Morell,  98  M 

Jno.  Nonoo,  jr.,  fecal  agent. 

Carried  forward,  • 


831  50 


16.  A.  Chandler,  sert^ices  as  re^ 
cording  clerk  to  the  legisla- 
ture, bringing  up  Journal, 
&c,  9154,  $42,  196  00 

IS.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
pay  of  George  Combs,  assis- 
tant messenger,  $97,  and  B. 
Irish,  witness  in  case  of  Geo. 
Morell,  912  62,  109  62 

20.    Robert  Abbott,  postage  on  let- 
ters and  other  docnments,  25  00 
Messrs.  Dunbar,  services  as 
musicians  to   Toledo  with 
militia,^  36  00 


61  00 
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Brought  forward,  •  $ 

witness  lees  in  oase  of  Gea 
Morell  and  investigating  lo- 
cations of  nortboro  and  iouth* 
em  railroads,  13  80 

Hay  21.  Reuben  Stoddard,  transporting 
volunteers  from  Monroe  to 
Gibraltar,  5  00 


28.  George  Clark,  provisions  fur- 
nisbed  thq  miKtia  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  Tde* 
do,  00  00 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
witness  in  caaa  of  Geo,  Mo- 
rell, $9  60,  and  AntfaoiqF 
Ten  E^ck,  snperintendiDg 
publication  of  journals,  pro* 
paring  index  to  the  same,  as 
per  appropriation  1687,9160,       150  60 


32  86 


240  60 


Bh  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
pay  of  two  meoibera  of  legia- 
lature,  321  00 

Douglass  HoughtoHt  Geoloffiat, 
one  quarter  year's  salary 
ending  May  31,  500  00 

Jntie  8.  C.  G.  Douglass,  assistant  geolo- 
gist, one  quarter  yearns  sala- 
ry ending  May  SI,  200  00 

Belah  Hubbard,  assistant  geo- 
logist, one  quarter  year's  sa* 
lary  ending  May  81,  200  00 

Wm.  B.  Smithi  «a  sub-assia* 
tant  in  charge  of  department 
of  mechanical  zoology,  in 
geology  department,  one 
quarter  year  s  salary  ending 
March  31,  2M  00 

Obecl  Lacey  and  Zebulon  Ma- 
son, witnesses  investigating 
locations  of  nortbarn  and 
southern  railroads,  40  50 

1,190  50 

13.    Contingent  fund,  per  act  appro- 
priation March  23,  1837,  2,000  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  • 

June  14.    John  Norton,  jr.,  &cal  agent, 

psid  Henry  Clitz,  97  00 

15.  Randolph  Manning,  one  quar- 

ter   year's    salary    ending 

Mays,  .250  00 

16.  A.  Sager,  services  as  zoologist 

of  the  geological  department 
from  March  1  to  June  1, 
•1,800,  9375  00 

Jna  Wright,  services  as  bota- 
nist, one  quarter  year's  sala- 
ry from  March  1,  to  June  1, 
«l,dOO,  375  00 

Geo.  H.  Bull,  services  as  sub- 
assistant  to  botanical  depart- 
ment, one  quarter  year's  sa- 
laiy  up  to  June  1,  $8(10,  900  00 

Austin  Af.  Gould,  books  fur- 
nished the  supreme  and  cir* 
cuit  courts,  19  50 

909  50 

21.  R.  Partridge,  one  of  the  Hay- 

den  band  in  Toledo  militia,  12  00 

22.  James  Mulholland,  for  appre- 

hending a  man  by  name  of 
Brown,  on  a  warrant  of  the 
Governor,  80  00 

28.  Messrs.  Collins,  Keese  &  Co. 
account,  books  for  the  libra- 
ry, 438  46 

20.  Edward  Mundy,  services  as 
acting  governor  at  different 
times  previous  to  January  1, 
1888,  666  00 

30.    Epaph's  Kansom,  one  quarter 
year's  salary,  assistant  jus- 
tice, up  to  June  30,  375  00 
H.  Howard,  one  quarter  year's 

salary  as  Treasurer,  135  00 

Joseph  Pierce,  services  in  mili- 
tia as  on^of  the  Hayden 
band,  12  00 


July  2.    George  Morell,  one   quarter 
Carried  forward, 


512  00 
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Brougbl  forward,  •  • 

year's  salary  as  aaBisUmtjns*- 
tico  to  Jupe  80,  875  00 

July  2.  Joho  E.  Schwarz,  ooe  quarter 
year's  salary  as  Adjutant 
General,  31  25 

Stephen  Rivers,  witness  in  case 

of6eo.Morell,  3  13 


Gov.  Mason,  one  quarter  year's 

salary  up  to  June  30,  500  00 

Robert  Abbott,  postage  on  let- 
ters and  other  docunienta,  25  00 


Carried  forward, 

8 


5.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
witness  for  investigating' lo- 
cations of  the  nor£era  and 
southern  railroads,  41  00 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
witness  for  investigating  lo- 
cations of  the  noi^m  and 
southern  railroads,  7  16 


6.  Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice to  June  30,  ^K)  00 

E.  Famsworth,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  Chancellor 
to  June  20,  375  00 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
expenses  investigating  loca- 
tions of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  994,  (8 
17,  102  17 

C.  C  Jackson,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  private  sec- 
retary to  Executive,  125  W 

P.  Morey,  one  quarter  year's 

salary  as  Attorney  General,        100  00 

S.  \V.  Hig^ns,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  topogra- 
pher, 250  00 


13.  O.  D.  Richardson,  services  one 

week  revising  the  laws,  25  00 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 


409  38 


525  00 


48  16 


1,377  17 
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paid  A.  Ten  Eyck  as  clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 75  00 
July  13.  Wm.  Taylor,  jr.  John  Smith, 
and  Albion  Bennett,  each 
$12,  services  as  members  of 
the  Hayden  band  with  the 
militia  at  Toledo,  36  00 

21.  H.  Gilbert,  for  Kalamazoo  Ga- 
zette, 3  00 

23.  R.  Abbott,  for  individual  ex- 
penses from  Nov.  1884,  to 
Sept  1836,  80  00 

25.  R.  Abbott,  stationery,  office 
rent,  as  per  appropriation 

April  6,  1838,  75  00 

Aug.  3.  E.  B.  Harrington  and  E.  J. 
Roberts,  commissioners  su- 
perintending publication  of 
the  revised  laws,  Harrington 

♦540,  Roberts  $270,  810  00 

'  6.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  as  Bank 
Commissioner  from  April  18 
to' July  6,  $1,950  per  year,  267  35 

10.  A.  Felch,  one  quarter  year's 
salary  as  Bank  Commission- 
er, to  August  2,  312  50 
K.Pritchetle,one  quarter  year's 
salary  as  Bank  Commission- 
er, to  August  2,  312  50 
R.  Manning,  one  quarter  year's 
salary  as  Secretary  of  State, 
to  August  8,                                250  00 


875  00 


11.  Wm.  S.  House,  witness  inves- 
tigating locations  of  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  14  00 

13.  J.  P.  Richardson,  witness  in 

case  of  Gkjorge  Morell,  1  50 

R.  R.  Belding,  witness  in  case 
of  George  Morell,  8  50 

5  00 

14.  S.  Poupard,  transporting  one  box  of  books, 

fcr  library,  7  52 

Carried  forward,  9 
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Aug.  15.    Timothy  Emersoo^  services  as  one  of  the 

Hayden  band,  12  00 

R.  W.  IpgaJls,  for  Adrian  Watch  Tower, 
l^per,.  3  00 

18.    R.  Abbott,  postage  on  letters  and  other  do* 

cumeots,  25  00 

21.  Jna  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  witness  inves- 
tigating the  locations  of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  25  47 

J.  D^  Pierce,  Superintendent  Public  In- 
struction, ooe  half  year's  sal.ary  from 
Jan.  1  to  June  30,  inclusive^  •1>500»  750  00 

29.  John  Norton,  jn,  fiscal  agent,  expenses  of 
witnesses  investigating  locations  ofnortb- 
em  and  southern  railroads,  955  61 

J.  R.  Bowman,  as  a  member 
of  House  of  Representatives,  15  06* 


70  61 

Sept  1.    S.  W.  Higgins,  one  quarter  year's  salary 

as  topographer,  ending  August  31,  250  00 

4.    Belah  Hubbard,  one  quarter  year's  salary 
as  sub-assistant  geologist,  200  OQ 

C.  C.  Douglass,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  sub-assistant 
geologist,  200  00 

William  P.  Smith,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  sub-assistant 
geologist  from  June  1  to 
August  22,  226  00 

D.  Houghton,  one  quarter 
year's  salary   as  Geologist, 

ending  August  31,  500  00 

1,126  00 

7.  Robert  Abbott,  one  half  year's  salary  as 

Auditor  General,  to  June  30,  250  00 

8.  G.  H.  Bull,  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 

minor  assistant  botanist,  to  August  31,  200  00 

10.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  r.  Morey, 

Attorney  General,  salary  up  to  August 
81,  *77  96,  and  J.  J.  Adam  for  prepar- 
ing for  publication  the  journal  of  the  Se- 
nate, adjourned  se^ion,  1837,  tl50  00,  227  76 

11.  Paid  K  B.  Harrington,  commissioner  su* 

perintending  publication  of  the  revised 

laws,  fifty-eight  days,  $3  per  day,  174  00 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Sept  14.  Pes^y  Chester  6c  Co.  charges  on  book  for 

state  library,  2  76 

19.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  asent,  witness  in- 
vestigating locations  of  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  35  81 

<         20.  do        do        do  18  31 

Randolph  Manning,  repairs  up- 
on tne  capitol,  as  per  act, 
April  6,  100  00 

— 118  31 

24.  N.  H.  Hart,  as  witness  investigating  rail- 
road locations,  6  25 
Nov.  13.  John  Wright,  botanist  of  the 
geologist  department,  one 
quarter  yeai^s  salary,  from 
June  1  to  August  31,  inclu- 
sive, $1,500,                                  375  00 

Henry  Howard,  salary  two 
months,  up  to  September  1, 
1838,  9500,  983  34.  do. 
one  month,  up  to  September 
30,  8600,  866  66,  150  00 

J.  D.  Pierce,  one  quarter  year's 
salary,  as  Superintendent 
Public  Instruction,  from  July 
1  to  Sept.  30,  81,500,  375  00 

Gov.  Mason,  one  quarter  year*s 

salary,  to  Sept  30,  500  00 

(5ea.  Morell,  one-fourth  year's 
salary,  to  Sept.  30,  875  00 

R.  Abbott,  salary  two  months 
as  Auditor  General,  from 
July  1  to  August  30,  at 
8500  per  annum,  883  33. 
do.  one  month,  at  81,000, 
to  Sept.  30,  883  33,  166  66 

Abram  Sager,one-fourth  year's 
salary  as  zoologist,from  June 
1  to  September  1,  inclusive, 
$1,500,  375  00 

Epaphs.  Ransom,  one-fourth 
year's  salary,  as  associate 
justice,  $1,500,  375  00 

John  £.  Schwarz,  one-fourth 
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year's  salary,  AJjotaot  Gen- 
eral, to  Sept  30,  81  2$ 
Nov.  13.  Randolph  MaDDiDg,one  fourth 
year's  salary  as  Secretary 
of  State,  from  Aug.  8  to 
Nov.  8, 9250  ;  less  fees  col- 
lected as  per  ac't,  93  80,            240  20 

AloDzo  Bennett,  witness  inves- 
tigating the  locations  of  the 
northern  and  southern  rail- 
road, 18  00 

E.  Farnsworth,  one  fourth 
years  salary  as  Chancellor, 
to  Sept  30,  875  00 

Half  year  interest  due  on  Pal- 
myra and  Jacksonburgh  rail- 
road state  stock,  Nov.  1,  at 
Manhattan  bank,  N.  Y.,  700  00 

D.  V.  Bell,  one  fourth  year's 
salary  as  Bank  Commission- 
er, from  July  5  to  Oct  5, 
•1,250,  312  50 

P.  Raymond,  witness  investi- 
gating the  locations  of  the 
Dorthem  and  southern  rail- 
roads, 8  10 

N.  Nash,        do        do  7  50 

K.Pritchette»one  fourth  year's 
salary  as  Bank  Commission- 
er, from  Aug.  7  to  Nov.  7, 
91,250,  312  50 


Half  year's  instalment  inter- 
est due  on  9100,000  state 
stock,  Nov.  1,  1838,  at  the 
Pho&nix  bank,  N.  ¥•  issued 
May  1,  1836,  3,000  00 

Three  months'  interest  on920,- 
000  penitentiary  state  bonds 
issued  April  1,  due  at  Man- 
hattan bank,  interest  from 
April  1  to  Ji»ly  1,  1838,  300  00 

15.    Alpbeus    Felcb,   one   iburlh 

^    Carried  forward, 
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year's  salary  as  Bank  Comniisssioiier, 
from  Auff.  2  to  Nov.  2,  »1,250,  312  50 

Nov.  15.  Jno.  Burch,  witness  investigating  the  loca- 
tion of  the  northern  and  souttiem  rail- 
roads, 8  00 

20.  S.  T.  King,        do  do  do  9  62 

21.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  for  the  fol* 

lowing  items : 

W.  A.  Fletcher,  one  fourth 
year's  salary,  ending  Sept. 
aO,  91,600,  400  00 

C.  C.  Jackson,  one  fourth 
year's  salary,  ending  Sept. 
30,  9500,  125  00 

Expenses  of  committee  inves- 
tigating northern  and  south- 
em  raOroads,  13  82 


538  82 

B.  'Mercer,  witness  in  case  of  George 
Morell,  5  56 

Dec.   3.    C.  C.  Douglass,  one  fourth 
year's   salary  in  geologist 
department, 
Belah  Hubbard, 
D.  Houghton, 
G.  H.  Bull, 
Jno.  Wright, 
A.  Sager, 
J.  T.  Blois,  for 

ichi^n, '  450  00 

2,300  00 
1.    S.  W.  Higgins,  one  fourth  year's  salary 

ending  Nov.  3,  as  topographer,  250  00 

7.  S.  R.  Wood,  four  days'  attendance  as  dis- 
trict canvasser,  from  3d  to  6th  Dec.  in- 
clusive, 9S,  and  520  miles  travel  going 
to  and  coming  from  St  Mary's,  at  six 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  mile,  965,  73  00 

8.  Clerk  of  Shiawassee  county,  as  member 
of  board  of  canvassers  for  third  senato- 
rial district,  in  making  returns,  Dec.  1838, 
97  50,  and  120  miles  of  travel,  at  six  and 
a  quarter  cents  per  mile,  $7  50,  15  00 

Clerk  of  Lapeer  county,  services  as  mem- 


300  00 

do 

do 

200  00 

do 

do 

500  00 

do 

do 

200  00 

do 

do 

876  00 

do 
00 

do 
copies 

875  00 

ligai 

Q. 

450  00 
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ber  of  lx>ard  of  canvassers  for  third  aeonr 
lorial  district,  in  making  rotumsi  Dea 
ISdSs  96,  travel,  94,  10  00 

Dec.  8.  J.  P.  King,  services  as  district  canvasser 
for  the  fourth  senatorial  district,  •14» 
traveling  fees,  92  50,  16  50 

14.  R.  Abbott,  postage  on  letters  and  other  do- 

Goments,  50  00 

Manhattan  Bank,  N.  Y.,  eight  months'  uh 
terest  from  May  1  to  Jan.  1,  1839,  on 
9100,000,  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
state  stock,  six  per  cent,  4,000  00 

15.  R.  T.  Elliott,  makii^  boxes  for  the  Secre- 

tary  of  State's  office,  86  20 

1&  J*  P.  C*  Emmons,  for  services  preparing 
for  the  press  and  superintending  the  puo- 
lication  of  the  journals  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  with  accompanying  do- 
cuments and  index  to  the  same,  200  00 
L.  W.  Bebee,  services  as  special  messen- 
ger from  Detroit  to  the  clerk's  office  of 
St.  Clair  county,  62  mites,  2s,  18  00 
L.  W.  Bebee,  services  as  special  messen- 
ger from  Detroit  to  Hillsdale,  Branch 
and  St.  Joseph  counties,  to  obtain  cor- 
rect returns  of  votes  for  the  representa- 
tive in  congress,                                                39  Op 

24.  Half  year's  instalment  interest  due  Jan.  1, 
1839,  on  920,000  penitentiary  state 
stock,  600  00 

26.  C.  C.  Jackson,  one  quarter  year's  salary, 
ending  Dec.  25,  as  private  secretary  to 
Governor,  9125  00 

R.  P.  Eldredge,  witness  inves- 
tigating locations  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  4  25 

Treasurer  Lapeer  county,  half 
bounty  allowed  by  law  for 
killing  55  wolves,  218  00 

347  25 

28.  Thos.  Yonhill,  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 
chief  assistant  zoologist  from  23d  Aug. 
to  22d  Nov.  inclusive,  91,000,  250  00 

Carried  forward,  9 
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Dec  31 «    Gov.  Meaon,  one  fourth  yeafs 


salary  ending  this 

day. 

500  00 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher, 

do    do 

400  00 

Geo.  Morell, 

do    do 

875  00 

R  Farnsworth, 

do    do 

375  00 

£.  Ransom, 

do    do 

375.00 

H.  Howard, 

do    do 

200  00 

R.  Abbott, 

do    do 

250  00 

Jna  E.  Schwarz, 

do    do 

31  25 

penditures^ 

^fiOfl    ^'i 

Total  amount  of  ex] 

$168,485  09 

State  Trbasubsr's  Officb,  ) 
DetraU,  Dec.  31,  1838. 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 

(No.  2.) 

SMement  of  Receipts  from  all  sources  applicabte  to  the  payment 
of  the  current  expenses  of  the  State^  for  the  year  1838. 

Statement  of  receipts  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Michigan^ 
from  Taxes  and  other  general  objects,  during  the  year  cammen- 
cing  January  first,  and  ending  December  31, 1838,  as  follows : 

Jan.    2.    From  Jonas  H.  Titus,  auc- 
tioneer, Wayne  county,  du- 
.   .  ties  on  goods,  $0  13 

Lemuel  Goodell,  sheriff,Wayne 
county,  licenses,  40  30 

$49  43 

10.  S.  Durham,  treasurer,  Branch 

county,  taxes,  200  00 

11.  U.  B.  Couch,  sheriflj  Hillsdale 

county,  licenses,  11  00 

15.    Bank  of"  Brest,  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  stock  paid  in,  75  00 

Bank  of  Oakland,  one  half  yearns 

tax  on  capital  stock  paid  in,  37  50 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank 

of  Pontiac,  one  half  .year's 

tax  on  capital  stock  paid  in,  37  50 

Bank  of  Shiawassee,  one  half 
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yearns  tax  on  capital  stock 
paid  io,  37  50 

Jan.  15.  Genesee  county  bank,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock 
paid  in,  37  75 


150  25 


150  00 


119  37 


187  50 


1 6.  Bank  of  Saline,  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  stock  paid  in,  75  00 

Bank  of  Coldwater,  one  ha^ 
year's  tax  on  capitcd  stock 
paid  in,  75  00 

17.  From  Bank  of  Marshall,  one 

half  year's  tax  on  capital 
stock  paid  in,  75  00 

Caleb  Bucknam,  sheriff,  Oak- 
land  county,  44  37 

Bank   of  Oakland,   one    half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  37  50 

Detroit  city  bank,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  150  00 

18.  Farmers'  bank,  Genesee  coun- 

ty, one  half  year's  tax  on    , 
capital  stock,     * 
C.  W.  Curtiss,  sherifl^  Ionia 
county,  licenses, 

22.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock, 

23.  Michigan  state  bank,  for  this 

amount  borrowed  under  re* 
solution  of  legislature,  pass- 
ed December  28,  1837, 

Bank  of  Lapeer,  one  half  year's 
tax  on  capital  stock, 

Bank  of  Groodrich,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock, 

^ ^   40,112  50 

24.  Bank   of  St.  Clair,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  .  93  05 

27.    O.  B.  Hart,  treasurer,  Lapeer  County,  faxei^       to  00 
29.    L.  Van  De  Walker,  sherifl? 


75  00 

51  00 

126'  00 

75  00 

40,000  00 

37  50 

75  00 
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Kalamazoo  couaty,  liceDses,  (314  0$ 
Jan.  29.    Treasurer,  Hillsdale    county, 

taxes,  ^  OQ 
J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer,  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods,  07  86 


446  92 


30.    Governor  Mason,  one  quarter 
Year's  salary,  overpaid  Um 

in  year  1837,  500  00 

Feb*  2.    From  Merchants*  bank  of  Jackson  county, 
one  half  year's  tax  on  capi- 
tal stock,  49  00 
Wayne  county  bank,  one  haif 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock,           75  00 


5. 

Lemuel  Goodell,  sherifT,  Wayne 

1  county^, 

124  00 

ijoenaes, 

870  81 

6. 

H.  N.  Munson,  deputy  treasu- 

rer, St.  Clair  county,  taxes, 

124  00 

A.'  B.  Gibson,  sheriff,  Jackson 

county,  licenses, 

150  00 

St^aw  city  baaik»  one  half 

year!s  tax  on  capital  stock. 

75  00 

S49  00 

8. 

0.  Russ,  treasurer,  Jackson 

county,  taxes, 

800  00 

9. 

J.  L.  Wendell,  sheriff,  Monroe 

0((^nty,  licenses. 

525  00 

J.  B,  Stewart,  sheriff.  Branch 

county,  licenses, 

44m 

. 

S.  R.  Smith,  treasurer,  Hills- 

dale county,  taxes. 

99  00 

608  52 

12. 

l/.B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale 

county,  Iwenses, 

55  00 

13. 

Geo.  W.  Hoffman,  auctioneer, 

duties  on  goods. 

865 

T.  P.  Sheldon,  treasurer  of 

Kalamazoo  county,  taxas^ 

250  00 

E.  A.  Trumbull  sheriff,  St.  Jo- 

seph county,  licenses, 

^0  00 

288  65 

M. 

Ainos  Adams,  treasurei:,  Li- 

vingston couirty,  laxes. 

900  00 

Carried  forward, 
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Feb.  16.    P.  Morey,  attorney  geoeral, 
for  taxes  cdlected, 

19.  D.  B.  Warren,  auctioneer, 
lienawee  county,  duties  on 
goods, 

3].    H.  N.  MunsoD,  deputy  treasurer,  StCtair 
county,  taxes, 

83.    Dsvid  rage,  treasurer,  Washtenaw  coun- 
ty, taxes, 

tS.    From  H.  H.  Cooledge,  auctioneer,  Cass 
county,  duties  on  goods, 

27.    Book  of   Allegan,  one    ba)f 

year's  tax  oft  capital  stock,  975  00^ 

J.  P.  LeRoy,  treasurer,  Oak- 
land county,  taxes,  2,010  00 


Mar.  8.    T.  P.  Sheldon,  treascirer,  Ka- 
lamazoo county,  taxee^ 
R.  Cw  Paine,  treasurer,  Berrien 
county,  taxes, 

8.  David  Page,  treasurer,  Wash- 
tenaw county,  taxes, 

^  Lemuel  Goodell,  sheriff, Wayne 
county,  licenses, 


05  00 
1,172  00 

03  00 
881  68 


9.    U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale  county,  K* 

censes, 
10.    Bank  of  Constantino^  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stoek, 

12.  M.  Preston,  treasurer,  Calhoun 

county,  taxes, 
J.  Harper,  treasurer,Cass  coun- 
ty, taxes, 

13.  A.  V.  Sill,  treasurer,  St.  Jo- 

seph county,  taxes, 

P.  P.  Ferry,  treasurer,  Mon- 
roe county,  taxes, 

Jno.  Rogers,  auctioneer,  Ber- 
rien county,  duties  on  goods, 

Mr.  Furland,  sberifj^  Macomb 
county,  licenses. 


Carried  forward, 


500  00 

49  22 
476  00 
300  00 

10  00 

9,085  00 
r,987  00 


yjaaty,  K- 

474  68 
86  00 

50  00 

8,I4»  68 

780  08 

3,989  00 

640  00 

2,569  86 

45  16 

35  15 

3,883  16 
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Mar.  16.  G.  Spencer,  treasurer,  Wayne 

county,  taxes.  910,705  69 

L.  Goodell,  sheriff,  Wayne 
county,  licenses,  1,075  69 

B.  F.  H.  Witherell,  district  at- 
torney, Wayne  county,  col- 
lected fines,  39  00 

17.  H.  N.  Munson,  deputy  trea- 
surer, St  Clair  county,  taxes, 

19.  From  Joshua  Bangs,  treasurer, 

Van  Buren  county,  taxes, 
Jas.  Stilson,  auctioneer,  Wayne 
.  county,  duties  on  goods, 

20.  Bank    of   Clinton,    one    half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock, 
H.  Doty,  auctioneer,  Wayne 
county,  duties  on  goods, 

22.  Bank  of  Utica,  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  stock, 
29.  Bank  of   Ypsilanti,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock, 
28.  A.  LoDgstreet,  sherifl^  Van  Bu- 
ren county,  licenses, 
Apr,    5.  Lemuel  GroodelUheriff,  Wayne 
county,  licenses, 
7.  Huron  river   bank,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock, 
9.  J.  Orr,  deputy  sheriff  Macki- 
naw county,  licenses, 
J.  L.  Wendell,  sherifi)  Mon- 
roe county,  licenses, 
Lewis  Reed,  sheriff,  Kent  coun- 
ty, licenses. 

Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 
railroad  company,  interest 
on  $10,000  state  stock,  due 
May  1,  1838,  coupons  for 
balance,  910,000,  surrender- 
ed, 350  00 


11.819  69 

200  00 

40  00 

2  70 

42  70 

100  00 

27  57 

127  57 
37  50 

250  00 

79  00 

164  15 

75  00 

60  60 

79  80 

102  00 

9AO  mt 

Carried  forward. 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


Brought  forward, 
Apr.  17.  U.  B.  Couch,  sheriflC  Hillsdale 
county,  licenses, 

20.  H.    Chamberlin,    sheriff,    St. 

Clair  county,  licenses, 

21.  Caleb  Bucknam,  sheriff  Oak- 

land county,  licenses, 

24.  F.    Preston,    sheriff,    Berrien 

county,  licenses, 

25.  From  R.  C.  Paine,  treasurer, 

Berrien  county,  taxes, 

26.  H.  C.  Goodrich,  sheriff  Cal- 

houn county,  licenses, 

J.  H.  Cleveland,  sheriff,  Lena- 
wee county, 
30.  J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneeryWayne 
county,  duties  on  good^. 
May    4.  Internal  improvement  fund,  for 
this  amount  returned,  under 
act  legislature  passed  April 
6,  1838, 
Wm.  Tompkins,  sheriff,  Liv- 
ingston  county,  licenses, 
10.  U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale 
county,  licenses, 
R.  O.  Cooley,  treasurer,  Ma- 
comb county,  taxesy 

12.  Joshua  Bangs,  treasurer.  Van 
Buren  county,  taxes, 

E.  A.  Trumbull,  sheriff,  St 
Joseph  county,  licenses, 

P.  P.  Ferry,  treasurer,  Mon- 
roe county,  taxeSf 

Lemuel  Goodell,sheriflt  Wayne 
county,  licenses, 

15.  M.  V.  Hunter,  shenS,  Cass 
coun^,  licenses, 

17.  Josiah  rerin,  treasurer,  Shia- 
wassee county,  taxes, 
M.  Winslow,  treasurer,  Alle- 
gan county,  taxes. 


Carried  forward, 


31  00 

200  00 

691  37 

525  00 

•500  SO 

162  00 

.601  50 
480  00 

34  38 

80,000  00 

115  00 

46  00 

1,065  00 

1,111  00 

68  00 

403  11 

251  08 

260  80 

982  99 
162  00 

125  25 

375  00 

500  26 
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7#  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS- 

Brought  forward, 
May  19.  R.  C.  Paine,  treafarer^  Berrien 
county,  taxes, 
John  Murphey,  sheriff  of  Alle- 
^n  county,  licenses, 
28.  L.  Van  De  Walker,  sheriff  of 
Kalamazoo    county,   ticen- 

Jiine  0.  H.C.  Goodrich,  sheriff  of  Cal- 
houn county,  licenses^ 
J.  Harper4reasurer,Ca8SCouo- 
ty,  taxes, 

11.    P.   Preston,    sheriff,  Berrien 
county,  licensesir 
J.  Stilson,  auctioneer,  Wayne 
county,  duties  on  goods, 
July  7.    Joseph  Harper,  treasurer,  Cass 
county,  taxes, 

10.  A.  y.  Sill,  treasurer,  St.  Jo- 

seph county,  taxes, 

11.  H.  Doty,  auctioneer,  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods, 
14.    E.  N.  Davenport,sheTiff,  Sagi* 
naw  county,  licenses, 
A.  V.  Sill,  treasurer,  St.  Jo- 
seph county,  taxes, 

16*    Groodrich  bank,  half  year's  tax 
on  capital  stock, 

20.    J.  L.  Wendell,  sheriff,  Monroe 
county,  licenses, 

20.    L6mue)6oodell,sherifi^Wayne 
county,  licenses, 

24.    J.  P.  King,  clerk  of  Macki- 
naw county,  Ucenses, 
Bank  of  Marshall,  half  yemfs 

tax  on  capital  stock. 
Bank  of  Singapore,  half  year's 
tax  on  capital  stock, 

Aug.  2.    H.  Pennoyer,  sherifl^  Ottawa 
county,  licenses. 
At.  Spencer,  auctioneer,  loma 
county,  duties  on  goods. 

Carried  forward,  { 


118  00 

69  00 

36  50 

195  15 

no  00 

450  15 
70  00 

28  03 

123  M 

152  00 

80  41 

74  00 

10  00 

84  00 

76  00 

40  51 

77  29 

34  18 

75  00 

S7  «0 

146  68 

36  00 

2  00 
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HOUSB  DOCUMENTS,  TJ 

Broueht  forward,  •  • 

Aug.  2.    Cashier  &nk  of  CoostBotijaet 

one  half  year's  tax  oa  capital,         65  9i 


3.    J.  H.  Cobb,auctioneer,  Wayne 

county,  licenses,  13  50 

^  Farniers'bankHomenonebalf 

year's  tax  on  capital,  M  30 


«3  93 


100  80 


9.  6.  D.  Dolan,  auctioneer^  Cal- 
houn county,  duties  on 
goods,  5  00 

6.  Genesee  county  bu^  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital,  37  59 

Ih  Commercial  bauk,$t«  Josephs, 
one  half  year's  tax  oa  capi* 
tal,  37  50 

13.  Bank  of  St.  Clair,  one  half 

year's  lax  on  capital,  117  26 

16.  Merchants'  bank  pf  Jacksoa 
county,  one  half  year's  tax 
on  capital,  49  00 

35.  Wm.  R.  Watson,  auctioneer, 

Kalamazoo  county«dutje9on 
goods,  26  00 

Sept  5.    H.  Pennoy^er,  sheriff,  Ottawa 

county,  licenses,  45  00 

7.  Internal  improvemeiit  fuo((^ 

this  amount  returned  loaned 
that  fund  under  act  ot  legis- 
lature, passed  January  30, 
1838,  7,224  84 

14.  Jas.  SlilsoUyauctioneeryWayoe 

county,  duties  on  ^coodf^ 
J.  L.  Wendell,  shenSE,  Mon- 
roe county,  lioeascEi, 

18.    O.  B.  Hart,  treasurer,  Lapeer 

oouDty,  taxes, 
24.    A.  B.  Gibson,  fiar  ten  copies 

revised  laws, 

36.  M^y,  Hunter,  sheriff,  Cass 

county,  licenses, 

Oct.  4.    H.  Pennoyer,  sheriff,  Ottawa 

county,  licenses. 

Carried  forward. 
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31  04 

9ia& 

96  29 

1^  00 

30  00 

44  75 

10  00 

t    $ 

72 

HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Brought  forward,              $ 

• 

Oct  16. 

L;  Rowe,auctioneer,Lenawee 

county,  duties  on  goods, 
J.  P.  Place,  sheriff^  Ionia  co.. 

62  25 

27. 

licenses, 

19  00 

Nov.  15. 

J.  Murphy,  sheriff,  Allegan 

county,  licenses, 

17  00 

13. 

T.  Palmer,  merchant's  licen- 

ses, 

3  87 

Beriah  Brown,  auctioneer,Le- 

nawee    county,     duty    on 

goods. 

8  00 

Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 

railroad  company,  to  meet 

one  half  year's  payment  in- 

terest on«20,000,state  stock. 

due  Nov.   1,  1838,  in  New 

York, 

700  00 

864  87 

20. 

Sheriff  of  Kent  county,  licen- 

ses, 

85  57 

( 

H.  Doty,  auctioneer,  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods. 

39  75 

22. 

A.  B.  Gibson,  sheri^  Jackson 

county,  licenses. 

24  79 

24. 

U.  B.  Couch,  sherifl^  Hillsdale 

county,  licenses. 

15  75 

27. 

J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer,  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods, 

62  67 

28. 

John  Rogers,  auctioneer,  Ber- 

rien county,  duties  on  goods. 

46  00 

Dec.  4. 

Caleb  Bucknam,  sheriflj  Oak- 

land county,  licenses. 

15  23 

A.  B.  Gibson,  sheriff,  Jackson 

county,  July  17,  licenses. 

19  00 

U.  B.  Couch,  sherift,  Hillsdale 

county,  July  25,  licenses, 

25  00 

44  00 

a 

Pedlar's  licenses, 

U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale 

14  53 

county. 

6   12 

20  66 

V               10. 

J.  Harper,   treasurer,    Cass 

county. 

ISO  00 

Carried  forward, 
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Dec  18. 

HOUSE  DOCUMEN 

Brought  forward, 
Jas.  StilsoD,auctioneer,  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods, 
Detroit'  and  Pontiac  railroad 

company,  to  meet  interest 

due  on8100,000,state  bonds, 

due  Jan.  1, 

Lapeer  county,  treasurer,  bal- 
ance due  from  that  county, 

L.  U.  Lathrop,  pedlar,  license 
for  year  1838, 

Messrs.  Burger  and  Stevens, 
overpaid  them,  and  refunded 
June  25th,  1838, 

Total  amount  of  receipts, 

TS.                           73 
$ 

920  67 

4,000  00 

29. 
31. 

46  60 
10  00 

51  00 

♦171,999  77 

Statb  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1838.      } 


H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


10 
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T4  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS- 

(No.  3.) 

Quarterly  accouta  current  vnth  General  Fund,  year  1838. 

DR.         State  of  Michigan  in  general  account  with  Henry 
Howard,  Treasurer. 

1838.      For  warrants  paid  in  favor  of  the 

following  persons,  viz : 
Jan.  1.    To  balance  due  the  treasury 
by  his  overdraft  on  the  Mi- 
chigan State  Bank,  •16,067  93 
Epaphs.  Ransom,  375  00 
8.    J.  Groodrich,  12  00 
John  E.  Schwarz,                          $31  25 
Wm.  A.  Fletcher,                          400  00 


706  50 

7,403  99 

7  06 

350  00 
126  00 

4  00 
401  00 
325  00 

16,208  69 


^51  25 

<J.    George  Morell,  375  00 

K.  Pritchette,  250  00 

15.  D.  Houghton,  6,000  00 

16.  John  Berry,  39  00 
E.  Ely,  45  45 
John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,    12,491  30 

do  do  3,632  94 

19.  do  do 

do  do 

L.  M.  Mason, 

8,117  55 
23.    Michi^n  state  bank,  769  31 

26.    E.  N.  Bridges, 
C.  C.  Jackson, 

29.    Wro.  Driggs, 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
do  do 

730  00 

Feb.  6.    H.  James,  5  75 

8.  K.  Pritchette,  100  00 

9.  L.  Van  Nest,  15  00 
George  Sedgwick,                            65  00 


375  00 


80  00 


13.    R.  Irish,  7  12 

21,    F.  Cowdery,  35  00 

Mar.  1.    Internal  improvement  fundi  7,224  84 

Carried  forward,  9 
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H0USB  DOCtJHBirFa  1 

Qiiorterfy  account  current  with  General  Fund^  year  1888. 

Contrm  CR. 

1838«    By  the  following  sums  received 
from  the  following  persons, 
viz: 
Jao.  2*    From  Jonas  H.  Titus, 
Lemuel  Goodeii, 


$9  13 
40  30 


10.  S.  Durham, 

11.  U.  B.  Couch, 
15.   Bank  of  Brest, 

Bank  of  Oakland,  37  50 

Farmei^s  and  Mechanics'  bank, 

Pontiac,  37  50 

Bank  of  Shiawassee,  37  50 

Genessee  county  bank,  •  37  75 

10.  Bank  of  Saline, 
Bank  of  Coldwater, 

17.  C.  Bucknam, 
Bank  of  Marshall, 

Detroit  city  bank, 
Farmers'  bank  of  Oaklandi 

18.  Farmers'    bank    of    Genesee 

county, 
E.  W.  CurUss, 

22.  Bank  of  Gibraltar, 

23.  Michigan  state  bank. 
Bank  of  Lapeer, 
Bank  of  GoKxirich, 

24.  Bank  of  St  Clair, 
27.  O.  B.  Hart, 

20.   L.  Van  De Walker,  314  06 

Treasurer  Hillsdale  county,  65  00 

J.  H.  Cobb,  67  86 

30.   Gov.  Mason, 

Carried  forward, 


75  00 
75  00 

44  37 

76  00 

150  00 
37  50 

76  do 
51  00 

40,000  00 
87  50 
75  00 

«40  48 

200  00 

11  00 

75  00 


150  Ite 


150  00 


110  87 


187  50 


126  00 
75  00 


40,112  50 
93  05 
82  90 


440  92 
500  00 
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76  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.        State  of  Michigan  ingeneral  account  with  Henry  Hoto- 
ardf  Treasurer. 


Brought  forward, 

Mar.  3.    John  NortoDi  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

H.  C.  BuDce, 

6.  Robert  Abbott, 
14.  E.  Farnsworth, 
28.    P.  Morey, 

G.  W.  Wisner, 

John  Gallway, 

D.  Fittman, 

Feb.  15.    Thurber,  Haslack  &  Barber, 

(omitted,) 
Mar.  2.    Wm.  F.  Shepard, 

31.    C.  H.  Hooker  and  E.  D.  Lord, 
Thomas  J.  Drake, 


9 

•230  75 

171  00 

3  00 

11  50 

5  00 


200  00 

163  50 

2  50 

70  00 


300  00 
40  00 


421  25 

30  00 

375  00 


436  00 

9  19 
6  40 


340  00 


Balance  as  per  accountr 


57,782  27 
12,897  25 


70,679  52 

April  2. 

Jno.  E.  Scharwz, 
Gov.  Mason, 

31  25 
500  00 

531  25 

3. 

Georee  Morell, 
EpaiMis.  Ransom, 

375  00 

4. 

375  00 

John  Forsyth, 

6  25 

S.  N.  Gantt, 

10  63 

391  SS 

7. 

H.  Howard, 

125  00 

11. 

Interest   on    9100,000 

stock, 
E.  Farnsworth, 

state 

3,000  00 
375  00 

3,375  00 

Morse  <fe  Brother, 

36  05 

C.  J.  Walker, 

3  00 

Wm.  A,  Fletcher,  $400,  «375, 

775  00 

_ 

John  S.  Bagg, 

Carried  forward, 

5,000  00 

$ 

t 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENT&  t7 


Centra  CR. 

Carried  forward, 

$ 

Feb.  2. 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson  co. 

•49  00 

Wayne  county  bank, 

75  00 

124  00 

879  81 

5. 

Lemuel  Goodell, 

6. 

H.  N.  Munson, 

124  00 

A.  B.  Gibson, 

160  00 

Saginaw  city  bank, 

75  00 

349  00 
600  00 

8. 

0.  Russ, 

9. 

J.  L.  Wendell, 

525  05 

J.  B.  Stewart, 

44  52 

S.  R.  Smith, 

39  00 

608  52 

12. 

U.  B.  Couch, 

55  00 

13. 

Geo.  W.  Hoffman,  ' 

8  65 

T.  P.  Sheldon, 

250  00 

E.  A.  Trumbull, 

30  00 

288  65 
200  01) 

14. 

Amos  Adams, 

16. 

Peter  Morey, 

500  00 

19. 

D.  B-  Warren, 

49  22 

21. 

H.  N.  Munson, 

476  00 

22. 

D.  Page, 

300  00 

23. 

H.  H.  Cooledge, 

10  00 

27. 

Bank  of  Alleiran, 

75  00 

J.  P.  LeRoy, 

2,010  00 

2,085  00 

Mar.  S. 

T.  P.  Sheldon, 

65  00 

R.  C.  Paine, 

1,172  00 

1,237  00 

8. 

D.  Page, 

93  00 

Lemuel  Groodell, 

381  68 

474  68 
86  00 

9. 

U.  B.  Couch, 

10. 

Bank  of  Constantino, 

50  00 

12. 

M.  Preston, 

3,149  00 

J.  Harper, 

790  00 

3,939  00 

13. 

A.  V.  Sill, 

640  00 

t 

P-  P.  Ferry, 

2,562  86 

Jno.  Roeers, 
Mr.  Furland, 

45  15 

35  15 

Carried  forward. 

3,283  16 

i 

' 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


78  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.        SUxUof  Michigan  in^tmfral  account  with  H^^ 
ardf  Treasurer. 
Brought  forward^  9  f 

April  11.  &  McKnight,  114  79 

Jno*  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,      22,279  50 
O.  Marsh,  2»1  00 

Interest  on  Palmyra  and  Jack- 

sonburgh  railroad  company,        350  00 
H.  A.  Mansfield,  80  00 


16. 


Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

8,250  51 

do                      do 

U09  50 

do                      do 

W6  00 

do                      do 

1^^  81 

do                      do 

1,123  26 

28,899  34 


12^7  08 

20.  Mason  &  Porter,  15  00 

21.  Joha  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  )50  1? 
do  do  868  00 
do                       do                 307  87 

E.  J.  Roberts,  870  Oa 

1,616  04 

22.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  312  50 

24.  John  Davis, 
A.  Fuller, 

5  62 

25.  Jna  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agem, 
8.6,35, 

Bethuel  Farrand, 

840  00 

26.  John  Gibson,  120  50 

27.  Lemuel  Goodell,  41  00 

28.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  454  19 
May  4.     Michigaoi  state  bank,                 40,000  00 

Interest  on  same,  825  00 


2  63 
S  00 

49  00 
800  00 

40,825  00 

A.  Felch,  312  50 

11.    Field  and  Burch,  40  00 

K*  Pritchette,  312  50 

HL  a  Webster,  42  95 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  282  94 

do                      do  93  00 


do  do  46  43 

do  do  13  68 


831  50 


Carried  forward. 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  W 

OmUra  CR. 

Brought  forward,  • 

Mar.l6.    6.  Spencer,  •ICTOS  69 

Lemuel  Goodell,  1,075  00 

B.  F.  H.  Wilherell,  39  00 

17.    H.  N.  Munson, 

19.  Joshua  Bangs, 
James  Stilson, 

20.  Bank  of  Clinton, 
H.Doty, 

22.    Bank  <^  Utica, 
87.    Bank  of  Ypsilantt 
M.    A.  Longstreet, 

♦70,679  52 

April  1.     By  balance,  12,897  25 

5.    Lemuel  Goodell,  164  15 

7.    Huron  river  bank,  75  00 

9.    J.  Orr,  60  80 

J.  L.  Wendell,  79  86 

Lewis  Reed,  102  00 


11,810  69 

200  00 

40  00 

3  70 

42  70 

lOOOO 

27  57 

127  57 
37  50 

250  00 

19  00 

14. 

Palmyra   and   Jacksonburgh 

**©  wu 

lailrMd  company, 

350  00 

17. 

U.  B.  Couch, 

31  00 

20. 

H.  Chamberlin, 

200  •0 

21. 

C.  Bucknam, 

691  37 

24. 

Fowler  Preston, 

S36  00 

9& 

R.  C.  Pain, 

600  50 

H.  C.  Goodrich, 

182  00 

601  fiO 

27.    J.  H-Cteveland,  480  00 

30.    J.  H.  Cobb,  34  23 

May  4.    Internal  improvement  fund>  80,000  00 

Wm.  Tompkins,  160  00 
la    U.  B.  Couch, 

R.O.Cooley, 

11.  Sheriff  Kalamazoo, 

12.  Joshua  Bangs, 
E.  A.  Trumbull, 

Carried  forward, 


46  00 

1,605  00 

1,651  00 
314  00 

68  00 

403  11 
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80  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.        State  of  Michigan  in  general  account  with  Henry  How- 
ard^ Treasurer. 

Brought  forward,  • 

16.    A.  Chandler,  each,  42,  154,  196  00 

18.     John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agenU  109  62 

20.     Robert  Abbott, 


Messrs.  Dunbar, 

21.     John  Paschall, 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
R.  Stoddard, 

23.     George  Clark, 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 


$25  00 
36  00 

3  56 

13  80 

5  00 

90  00 
159  60 

61  00 


22  36 


31. 

do                       do 

249  60 
321  00 

Junes. 

C.  C.  Douglass, 

200  00 

B,  Hubbard, 

200  00 

William  P.  ScBith, 

250  00 

* 

D.  Houghton, 

500  00 

Obd.  Lacy, 

20  00 

Z.  Mason, 

20  50 

1,190  50 

13. 

Contingent  fund. 

2,000  00 

14. 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent. 

97  00 

16, 

R.  Manning, 

250  00 

16. 

A.  Sager, 
John  Wright, 
Geo.  H.  Bull, 

375  00 

376  00 

200  00 

A,  M.  Gould, 

19  50 

969  60 
12  00 

21. 

Richard  Partridge, 
John  Mulholland, 

22. 

36  00 

29. 

Edward  Mundy, 

666  00 

Collins,  Reese  &  Co. 

438  46 

30. 

Epaphs.  Ransom, 
H.  Howard, 

376  00 

126  00 

J.  Pierce,  May  19, 

12  00 

512  00 
2,087  36 

Balance  per  account, 

.       1 

100,346  79 

July  2. 

George  Morell, 

376  00 

John  E.  Schwarz, 
Carried  forward, 

31  25 

$               j 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

ai 

Contra  OR. 

Brought  forward,             $ 

9 

May  12. 

P.  P.  Ferry, 

251  08 

Lemuel  Groodell, 

260  80 

102  00 

16. 

M.  V.  Hunter, 

17. 

Josiah  Price, 

125  25 

M.  Window, 

375  00 

500  25 
118  00 

19. 

R.  C.  Paine, 

John  Murphy, 

10  60 

do        do 

59  00 

A0  on 

28. 

L.  Van  De  Walker^ 

36  50 

June  9. 

H.  C.  Goodrich, 

195  15 

J,  Harper, 

210  00 

405  15 

11. 

F.  Preston, 

70  00 

J.  Slilson, 

28  03 

08  03 

20. 

Burger  and  Stevens, 

51  00 

80. 

Overcbange  warrant.  May  14, 

62 

do                  do              21, 

9 

71 

•  160,845  79 

July   1. 

By  balance  of  account. 

3,067  85 

7. 

Joaepb  Harper, 
A.  v.  SiU, 

128  66 

10. 

152  00 

11. 

H.Doty, 

E.  N.  Davenport, 

80  41 

14. 

74  00 

A.  V.  sai, 

10  00 

84  00 

16. 

Bank  of  Goodrich^ 

75  00 

SO. 

Lemuel  Goodell, 

77  29 

J.  L.  Wendell, 

40  51 

24. 

J.  P.  King, 
Bank  of  Marshall, 

84  18 

76  00 

Bank  <^  Singapore, 

37  60 

14A  AS 

Aug.  2. 

H.  PcMtoyer, 

20  00 

xw    VV 

A.  Spmeer, 

2  00 

OwMtaotine  bank. 

65  98 

Carried  forward, 

flS  OS 

$ 

tfO    vo 
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82  HOUSB  DOCUMENTS: 

DR.        State  of  Michigan  in  gvnetal  account  with  Henry  How- 
ard, Treasurer* 

Brought  forward,  ♦  • 

Stephen  Rives,  3  13 

)uly  3.    Gov.  Mason,  500  00 

Robert  Abbott,  25  00 


K.  Pritchette,  312  50 

R.  Manning,  260  00 


409  36 


525  00 

5v    Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscalagent,  $7  16,  $41  OO,  48  16 

6w     Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  400  00 

E,  Farnsworlh,  375  00 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,         577  17 

O.  D.  Richardson,  25  00 

— -      l,a77  17 
13.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  75  00 

17.  Taylor,  Smith  and  Bennett,  each  $12  36  00 

20.  H.  Gilbert,  3  00 

23.  R.  Abbott,  80  00 

25.  do      do  75  00 

Aug.    3.  E.  J.  Roberts,  270  00 

E.  B.  Harrington,  540  00 

810  00 

6.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  267  85 

10.  A.  Felch,  312  50 


875  00 


11.  W.P.  Hause,  14  00 

13.  J.  P.  Richardson,  1  50 
R.  R.  Billings,                                   3  60 

6  00 

14.  S.  Poupard,  7  52 

15.  T.Emerson,  12  00 
R.  W.  Ingalls,  8  00 

18.  R.  Abbott,  «5  00 

21.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent>  %  47 

J.  D.  Pierce,  750  00 

29.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  5$  tH 

J.  R.  Bowman,  t5  00 

-.-—  70  61 

Sept.    1.  S.  W.  Higgins,  250  00 

4.  B.  HulAard,  dOO  00 

C.  C.  Douglass.  aoo  ^0 

W.  T*  Smith,  826  H» 


Carried  forward, 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTa  W 

Qmtra  QR. 
Brought  forward,  • 

Aug.  3.     J.  H.  Cobb.  •!»  50* 

Farmers'  bank  of  Homer,  94  80 

107  80 

9.  G.  Dunbar,  5  00 
Genesee  county  bank,  37  50 
Commercial  bank,  St.  Joseph,  87  50 
Bank  of  St.  Clair,  117  26 

16.  Merchants'  bank,  Jackson ca,  49  0) 

95.  Wm.  R.  Watson,  26  00 

Sept.  4.  H.  Psnnoycr,  *5  00 

7.  lotern&l  improvement  fund.  7,224  84 

14  James  Stilson,  31  04 

J.  L.  Wendell,  06  86 

™-  96  29 

le.    O.  B.  Hart,  150  00 

84.     A.  B.  Gibson,  _          80  00 

do        do        July  17,  1838,  19  00 

U.  B.  Couch,  July  25,  1838,  85  00 

-,-, —  44  00 

Oct    1.    By  balance  of  account,  8,061  28 

Nov.13.    M.V.  Hunter,  44  75 

H.  Pennoyer,  10  00 

L.  Rowe,  «8  85 

J.  P.  Place,  1»  00 

J.  Murphy,  17  ^ 

T.  Palmer,  8  87 

Beriah  Brower,  8  00 
Palmyra   and  Jadcnnburgfa 

railroad  company,  '00  00 

864  87 

20.  Sheriff  of  Kent  county,  35  57 

21.  H.Doty,  SO  75 

22.  A.  B.  Gibson,  24  79 
24.  U.  B.  Couch,  15  75 

27.  J.  H.  Cobb,  52  67 

28.  Jno.  Rogers,  46  00 
Dec.  4.    Caleb  Bucknam,  15  23 

8.  Pedlars'  licenses,  14  43 
U.  B.  Couch,  6  la 

■  HI  ■  —  20  65 

10.  J.Harper,  ■     150  00 
18.    Pontiac  railroad  company,          4/900  00 

Carried  forward,  •  • 
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84  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.        State  of  Mickigan  mgenerdl  account  with  Henry  How- 
ard ^  Treasurer* 


Brought  forward, 

• 

• 

Sept  4. 

D.  Houghton, 

500  00 

1126  00 

7. 

R.  Abbott, 

350  00 

8. 

G.  H.  Bull, 

200  00 

10. 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal 

agent. 

327  96 

11. 

E.  B.  Harrington, 

174  00 

14. 

Pease,  Chester  &  Co., 

2  75 

19. 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal 

agent. 

85  81 

20. 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal 
Randolph  Manning, 

agent. 

13  31 
100  00 

1 19  31 

24. 

N.  H.  Hart, 

1  Av    v± 

6  25 

80. 

Balance  per  account. 

• 

3,051  38 

10,631  02 

Nov.  13. 

John  Wright, 
H.  Howard, 
J.  D.  Pierce, 
S.  T.  Mason, 
Geo.  Morell, 
R.  Abbott, 
A.  Sager, 
Ephs.  Kansom, 

375  00 
150  00 

375  00 
500  00 

376  00 
166  66 
375  00 

375  00 

John  E.  Schwarz, 

81  25 

Randolph  Manning, 

246  20 

Alonzo  Bennett, 

18  00 

Manhattan  bank,  int  on  stock, 

700  00 

D.  V.  Bell, 

812  50 

' 

P.  Raymond, 
N.  Nash, 
K-  Pritchette, 

8  16 

7  50 

312  50 

E.  Farnsworth, 

^ 

375  00 

4,702  77 

■ 

Interest  on  $100,000  state  stock,  8,000  00 

do               20,000 

do  3  moA 

.  300  00 

r.i 

3,800  00 

C 

15, 

A.  Felch, 

813  SO 

16. 

.  Jon.  Burch, 

1 

8  00 

30. 

S.  T.  King, 

9  62 

L.  Van  De  Walker,  over  credit 

f>  ■  . 

this  amount. 

814  00 

838  62 

Carried  forward, 
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Dec.  18. 

22. 

29. 
SI. 

HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

Ooatnt  OR. 

Brought  forward,             f 
J.Stilson, 

Overcharge  Sept  10,  on  war- 
rant to  J.  Norton,  jr., 
Treasurer  Lapeer  county, 
S.  H.  Lathrop, 
Balance, 

Dr.  to  balance  of  account. 

§S 

f 
20  67 
* 4,020  07 

20 

46  (k) 

10  00 

11,553  24 

119,947  47 

f  11,558  24 

Statb  Tbbasuker's  Qfficb,  I 
Detroit,  Dec  31,  1838.      \ 

H.  HOWARD,  neasurer. 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


DR.        State  of  Mkkigim'inigBmanalaccount  with  Henry  How- 
ard, Treasurer. 
Brought  forward, 
Jfev.  21.  John  N^toD,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
B.  Mercer, 


6538  82 
5  56 


544  38 


Due 


3 

.  C.  C.  Douglass, 

200  00 

B.  Hubbard, 

200  00 

D.  Houghton, 
G.  H.  Bull, 

500  00 

200  00 

John  Wright, 

375  00 

A.  Sager, 
Joo.  T.  Bids, 

375  00 

450  00 

^ 

3,300  00 

~ 

7. 

S.  R.  Wood, 

78  00 

^ 

0.  a  Wart, 

10  00 

A.  Parsons, 

15  00 

J.  P.  King, 

16  50 

41  50 

14. 

Robert  Abbott, 

50  00 

Manhattan  bank*  interest    on 

•100,000, 

4,000  00 

4,050  00 

16. 

Robert  T.  Elliott, 

86  20 

L.  W.  Bebee, 

39  00 

125  20 

18. 

J.  P.  C.  Emmons, 

200  00 

L.  W.  Bebee, 

IS  00 

213  00 
250  00 

20. 

S.  W.  Higgins,  Dec.  1, 

34. 

In't  on  penitentiary  state  stock, 

600  00 

26. 

C.  C.  Jackson, 

125  00 

R.  P.  Eldredge, 

4  25 

Treasurer  Lapeer  county, 

218  00 

947  2«» 

28. 

Thomas  Yonhill, 

250  00 

81. 

Gov.  Mason, 

600  00 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher, 

400  00 

Greo.  Morell, 

876  00 

E.  Farnsworth, 

375  00 

E.  Ransom, 

375  00 

H.  Howard, 

200  00 

R.  Abbott, 

250  00 

J.  E.  Schwartz, 

31  25 

2,506  26 

1 

,,, 

119,947  47 
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88  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  4.) 

An  account  current  wUh  the  sinking  fund,  year  1838. 

DR.  Sinking  fundinaccount  with  Henry  Ebwardf 

Treasurer. 

1838. 

June  18.  To  cash  remitted  cashier  I4kb- 
nix  bank,  N.  Y.,  to  meet 
half  yearly  instalment  of  in- 
terest due  July  1,  1838,  on 
•200,000  Michigan  state 
stock  sold  O.  Newberry,  at 
6  per  cent  per  annum,  is*  96,000  00 

Dec  31  Paid  half  year's  instalment  in- 
terest on  9200,000  state 
stock,  issued  O.  Newberry, 
part  of  the  five  million  loan,  6,000  00 

Balance,  80,562  45 


•92,562  45 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


89 


CR. 

1838. 
Jan.    6. 


May  31. 

Jane  6. 

8. 

18. 


(No.  4.) 

Sinking' fund  in  account  with  Henry  Howard^ 
Treasurer. 

By  cash  of  H.  K.  Sanger, 
cashier  Bank  of  Michigan,  6 

Sr  cent,  premium  on  Gk)v. 
ason's  draft  on  N.  York 
for  •eO.OOO,  93,600  00 

Cash  received  of  Jna  Norton, 
jr.,  cashier  of  the  Michigan 
state  bank,  6  per  cent  premi- 
um on  Gov.  Mason's  draft 
for  teo.OOO  on  New  York,     3,«00  00 

Cash  received  of  Michigan 
state  bank,  balance  of  in- 
terest on  internal  improve- 
ment fund  up  to  Jan.  If 
1838,  6,255  05 

Cash  as  follows,  received  of  A. 
T.  Hall  and  Thomas  Clark, 
collectors  of  tolls  on  the  cen- 
tral railroad  at  Detroit  and 
Ypsilanti,  viz : 

Of  Amos  T.  Hall,  Detroit,  •2,860  03 

do.  do.  1,280  94 

Thomas  Clark,  Ypsilanti,  1,246  69 

A.  T.  Hall,  1,143  24 

Thos.  Clark,  1,620  93 


20.        do     do 

1,206  36 

«^f V^     M,  f 

A.  T.  Hall, 

1,122  43 

2,328  79 
1,039  00 

28.        do     do 

29.  Thoe.  Clark, 

1,491  21' 

'  4.        do    do 

1,041  83 

6.  A.  T.  Hall, 

1,014  69 

11.        do     do 

928  32 

ThoB.  Clark, 

1,077  08 

2.005  40 

18.  A.  T.  Hall, 

865  49 

Thos.  Clark, 

962  09 

1,827  58 

26.  A.  T.  Hall, 

772  77 

Carried  forwards 
12 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


91 


Contra  Cli. 

Brought  forward, 

•             • 

J11I725;  Thos.  Clark, 

719  00 

1,491  77 

Aug.  a  A.  T.  Hall, 

502  98 

8.        do     do 

668  78 

Thos.  Clark, 

563  29 

do     do 

912  56 

2,144  58 

15.  A.  T  Hall, 

736  91 

Thos.  Clark, 

824  50 

1,561  41 

22.  A.  T.  Hall, 

722  51 

Thos.  Clark, 

845  95 

1,568  46 

29.  A.  T.  Hall, 

678  95 

31.  Thos.  Clark, 

824  24 

Sept  5.  A.  T.  Hall, 

800  85 

Thos.  Clark, 

974  25 

1,775  10 

12.  A.  T.  Hall, 

1,116  79 

Thos.  Clark, 

1,082  57 

2,199  86 

19.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  New- 

berry, being 

balance  of  in- 

terest   on    8200,000    state 

bonds  up  to . 

Fuly  1,  1838, 

2,250  00 

6  per  cent  premium  on  do. 

12  000  00 

Interest  on  950,000  from  July 

1, 

675  00 

Nov.  13.  The  following 

sums  received 

of  Clark  and  Hall,  collectors 

of  tolls  on  central  railroad: 

A.  T.  Hall, 

1,105  98 

Thomas  Clark, 

$1,234  07 

do        do 

1,010  38 

do        do 

1,435  30 

do        do 

1,469  57 

do        do 

1,488  99 

do        do 

1,577  53 

do        do 

1,966  54 

do        do 

1,359  04 

12,541  42 

Cash  received  of  A.  T.  Hall, 

from  Sept  2( 

5  to  No^.  7  in- 
ward, 

9 

Carried  for 
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Contra  CR. 

Brought  forward,            f 

9 

clasive,  the  following  sums : 

Sept  26. 

$1,186  88 

Oct   9. 

1,284  28 

17. 

1,087  36 

3. 

1,280  92 

24. 

1,804  00 

Nw.   1. 

1,346  66 

7. 

1,066  54 

8,458  59 
1,314  21 

15. 

Of  Thomas  Clark, 

16. 

Amos  T.  Hall, 

1,097  86 

21. 

do       do 

869  90 

22. 

Thomas  Clark, 

1,299  71 

Of  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  interest 

on  money  deposited  in  that 

bank, 

205  00 

28. 

Of  A.  T.Hall, 

911  95 

29. 

Thomas  Clark, 

951  63 

Dec.  6. 

do        do 

1,117  64 

A.  T.  Hall, 

615  33 

1,732  97 
552  53 

11. 

do        do 

18. 

Thomas  Clark, 

778  82 

20. 

do        do 

593  70 

A.  T.  Hall, 

372  21 

0fi5  01 

26. 

do        do 

VVkf     17* 

415  59 

Thomas  Clark, 

325  65 

•63,977  40 

By  balance  of  ace 

Add 
ount, 

28,565  05 

992,562  45 

Dec.  31. 

980,562  45 

Statb  Trbasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1838.      ) 


H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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94  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  5.) 

An  account  current  with  the  Contingent  Fund,  year  1838. 

DR.         Contingent  Fund  in  account  with  Henry  Howard^  Trea^ 

surer. 

1838. 

Jan.    6.    To  paid  S.  McKnight's  ac- 
count, postage,  f301  39 
17.    Detroit    iron   company's  ac- 
count, letter  press  for  Secre- 
tary of  Slate's  office,  100  00 
Feb,  15.     Dr.  Spring's  account,  expen- 
ses transporting  state  bonds 
to  New  York,  80  00 
Mar.   4.    R.  Abbott's  account,  wood  for 

office,  27  60 

10.    P.  Morey,  Attorney  Greneral's 

account,  123  00 

Apr.  18.    S.  McKnight's  account,  post- 
age, 102  79 
May  13.    p.  Morey,  Attorney  Greneral's 

account,  131  75 

25.     Burger  &  Stevens'  account,  $47  38 

George  Coombs'  account,  19  43 

66  81 

June  30.    Detroit  hydraulic  account,  15  00 

July  7.    S.  McKnight's  post  office  ac- 
count, 69  42 
J  7.    Jno.  Greenfield's  accoun t,  pur- 
suing and  apprehending  fugi- 
tives from  justice, 
Aug.  3.    Morse  &  Brother's  account, 
15.     C.  Clark's  account, 
29.    Burger  &  Stevens'  account, 
Sep.  8.     R.  Manning's  account,                     15  37 
George  Beatty's  account,                 60  00 

19.    J.  A.  Armstrong's  account, 
Dec.  7.    L.  Bebee's  account, 

17.    S.  McKnight's    postage    ac- 
count, executive  office,  174  13 
Sheldon  McKnight's  postage 
account,  Secretary  of  State's 

office,  55  87 

31.     Balance,  1,022  16 


200  00 

12  25 

2  00 

12  00 

75  37 

174  00 

8  00 

$2,758  94 
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CR.        Cantmgent  Fhind  in  account  toith 

surer* 
1837. 

Deo.  31.   By  balance  on  hand  this  dav, 
1838. 

June  13.  This  amount  appropriated  by 
act  23d  March.  1837, 

Henry  Howard,  TVeo- 
•753  M 
2,000  00 

92,753  94 

Dec  31.    By  balance,  91,022  16 

State  Tssasvbbr's  QpncE,.     ) 
J}eiroitf  December  31, 1838. 


H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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96  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  6.) 

An  account  current  unth  the  Penitentiary  Fhnd,  year  1838. 

DR*        Penitentiary  Fund  in  account  with  Henry  Howard^ 

Treasurer. 

1838. 
May    9. 

June  32. 
July  20. 
Aug.  17. 
Nov.  18. 


(No.  7.) 

Account  current  unth  the  TpsHanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  cent- 
pony,  1838. 

DR.        TpsUanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company f  in  account 

with  Henry  Howard^  Treasurer. 
1838. 
Sept.  18.  To  amount  paid  S.  Blanchard, 

president  and  authorized  a- 

gent  of  the  company*  as  per 

warrant  and  his  receipt,  teOyOOO  00 

•60,000  00 


To  paid  warrant  from  Benja- 

min 1 

Porter,  Commissioner, 

•5,000  00 

do 

do 

A.  B.  Gibson,  do 

1,500  OO 

do 

do 

do 

8,400  00 

do 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

do 

do 

do 

953  34 

920,853  34 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSfi  DOCUMENTS.  W 

CR.       Fmildmiiaty  Fwnd  m  accomd  with  Henry  Bmoardt 

Treasurer. 
1838. 

June  29.,  By  this  amount  state  bonds  is- 
sued April  1st,  1838,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature, approved  March  22, 
1838,  authorizing  the  build^ 
ing  of  state  penitentiary,  •20,000  OO 
Three  per  cent  preraium  reciei- 

ved  on  sale  of  same,  600  00 

Seventy-six  days'  interest,  from 
April  1  to  June  15,  1838, 
six  per  cent^  253  34 

$20,8531  34 


•20,853  34 
State  Tseasuber's  Office,      ) 
Detroit,  December  31,  1838.  ) 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasured. 


CR.        Tpsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company  in  account 

unih  Henry  Howard,  Treasurer. 
1838.    . 
Aug.  6;     By  this  amount  received  from 

sale  of  state  stocks,  950,000  00 

11.        do  do  10,000  00 


•60,000  00 
State  Trbasueer's  Office,      > 
Detraiti  December  Sh  1838.$ 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


13 
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(^0.  8.) 
Accowit  toith  ifffi  Aj^oh  (Offf  Marshy  ra3rpq4  company^  1838. 

Senry  Howardf  Treasurer. 
1638. 
Aug.   6.  By  amount  received  from  sale 

of  state  stocks*  VdO^OOO  QO 

1 1 .  Frqoi  .8pl9  of  state  stocks,  1 0,000  00 


Oo  band,  960,000  00 

Static  Treasurer's  Qmcs,     ) 
DeUxdtf  f)pefmber  81, 1838.  j 

VL.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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100  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

(No.  9.) 
A  iUxtement  of  Bank  Fund,  year  1838. 

DR.        jBT.  Howard,  Treasurer,  in  account  with  Bank  Fund^ 

1837. 

Dec.  31.  To  balance  on  band  this  day,  9145  14 

1838, 

Jan.  15:  Cash  received  of  Bank  of  Oak- 
land, 924  05 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank 

of  Pontiac,  1  23 

Genesee  county  bank,  1  70 

Bank  of  Brest,  75  00 


16.  Bank  of  Saline, 
Bank  of  Coldwater, 

17.  Bank  of  Marshall, 
Detroit  city  bank. 
Farmers'  bank  of  Oakland, 


12  74 
9  00 

27  94 
4  10 
1  23 

5  13 
8  65 

101  98 
21  74 

33  27 


23.  Bank  of  Lapeer, 
Bankof  Groodrich, 

13  78 

24.  Bank  of  St  Clair,  143  28 
Feb.   2.  Wayne  county  bank,  7  80 

5.  Saginaw  city  bank,  2  05 

Mar.  22.  Bank  of  Utica,  23  21 

10.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  150  00 

26.  BankofYpsilanti,  414  38 

Farmer's  bank  of  Homer,  188  92 


603  30 


Apr.    5.  BankofConstantine,  65  83 

•1,311  38 
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HOUSE  IXX:;UMENTS-  101 

CR.       ff.  Howard^  Treasurer^  in  accourU  trith  Brnik  Fund. 

1838. 

Jan.  IS,  By  cash  paid  J.  M.  Burger* 
printing  bonds  and  mortga- 
ges for  use  of  the  Bank  Com- 
missioners, %51  00 

Pue  the  bank  fund,  91,260  39 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


loe 


HOUSE  DoauafBwm 


(No.  1(V) 

An  account  current  unth  the  Interned  Improvement  Fund,  year 

1838. 

PR.  Internal  Improvement  Fund  in  accot/mt  with  JBknty  Bouxard, 

Treasurer. 
1838. 

Jan'y  4. 


For  paying  the  following  wari»nt0»  viz : 
To  A.  H.  Adams, 


8. 


19. 


23. 
26. 

Feb'y  9. 

21. 

Mar.  1. 


9. 


28. 
81. 

April  4. 


7. 
19. 
20. 


Jas.  B.  Hunt»  acting  com'r, 

Justus  Burdick,    do    do 
D.  C.  McKinstry,  do    do 

Jdo.  M.  Barbour,  do    do 
D.  C.  McKinstry,  do    do 

James  B.  Hunt,  do    do 
Gardner  D.  Williams,do 
D.  C.  McKinstry,  acting  com., 
Hart  L.  Stewart,        do 
L.  S.  Humphrey,       do 
Jas.  B.  Hunt,  do 

Kintzing  Pritchette, 

L.  S.  Humphrey,  acting  com.j 
Theo.  Romeyn, 
do  do  do 

J.  1a.  King» 
Bank  of  Gibraltar, 
Joshua  Howard, 
A.  H.  Adams, 


•167  85 

50,000  00 

— —  [ 

267  00 

267  00 

285  00 
24,187  34 


•50,167  85 


524  OO 


2,224  84 

5,000  00 

100  60 


10,000  00 
1,800  00 


400  00 
6  00 


Jas.  B.  Hunt,  acting  com., 
D.  C.  McKinstry,  two  warrants, 
Sheldon  McKnight,  22  78 

H.  L.  Stewart,  commissioner,  830  00 
James  B.  Hunt,  acting  do  30,000  00 
Justus  Burdick,  commissioner,  273  17 
A.  H.  Adams,  100  00 

Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  com.,20,000  00 
D.  C.  McKinstry,    do        do        981  15 


28.    Douglass  Houghton,  Geologist, 


24,472  84 

80,000  OO 

189  OO 

8,611  62 

809  oa 


7,825  44 

10,000  oa 


11,800  00 

25  75 

7,800  00 


406  00 

20,000  00 

872  96 


51,707  05 
1,500  00 


Carried  forward, 
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HOUSB  DOCtJMfiNtS. 


lOi 


18S7. 
Dea3L 

Jan'y  1. 


By  cash  on  hand  this  day,  #80,i48  55 

Carii  reeved  of  Oliver  New- 
berry, on  his  contract  with 
Gov^  Mason,  for  8500,000 
of  the  five  million  loan,  80,000  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Jno. 
Delafield,  New  York,  favor 
of  H.  K.  Sanger,  cashier  of 
bank  of  Michigan,  on  ac- 
count five  million  loan,         $60,000  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Jno, 
Delafield,  New  York,  favor 
of  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  cashier 
Micb^;an  state  bank,  90,000  00 


PeVya 
Mar.  1. 


May  10« 


Aug.  h 


Cash  rooeived  of  Oliver  New- 
berry on  his  contract, 
do        do        do 

Cash  received  of  general  fund 
loaned  to  this  fund  by  act  of 
tegislature,  approved  JanV 
30,1838, 

Cash  received  of  Qovemor 
Mason,  deposite  made  in 
City  bank.  New  York,  to  the 
crtedlt  of  Michigan  state 
bank,  on  account  of  five  mil^ 
Iknloan, 

Governor  Mason,  five  several 
drafts  on  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  at  90 
days'  date,  favor  Jno.  Nor- 
tCB,  jr.,  cashier  Michigan 
state  bank,  viz  : 

One  draft  for 
do        do 
do        do 
do        do 
do        do 


150,000  00 

81^000  00 
50,000  00 


7,224  84 


80)000  00 


25,000  Od 
50,000  00 
75,000  00 
50,000  00 
50,000  00 


f  250,000  00 


Carried  forward, 
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io4  House  documents  - 

DR.    Internal  Imprwemeni  Funi  m  Ebuy* 

ard,  Treasurer^ 


Brought  forward, 

f 

May  4. 

H,  Howard,  Treasurer,  to  credit 

of  general  fund, 

80,000  00 

12. 

Horace  Heathy 

•570  00 

L.  W.  Osgood, 

60  00 

John  Gilbert, 

174  09 

1  Q04    ftO 

Conrad  Ten  Eyck, 

6,000  00 

16. 

Jason  C.  Gilbert, 

50  12 

Marcus  Lane, 

10  00 

Royal  Ballow, 

70  00 

130  12 

18.    Benjn.  L.  King,  75  00 

20.    Edwin  H.  Lomrop,  1,000  00 

William  Steers^  4  00 


1,004  00 

21.  John  Van  Fossen,  50  00 

22.  Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis'r.,  5,000  00 
Jacob  Dix,  2  00 


S3.     J.  M.  Hume,  6  00 

U.  Thompson,  18  00 

John  Norton,  ju  807  80 

26.    James  M.  Wightman^  5  00 

Benjamin  Cotton,  5  00 

Samuel  C.  Dix^  2  00 

Jno.  Knider,  20  00 


28.    Samuel  Torbert,  15  00 

Lewis  C.  Mills^  70  00 

HoseaGage,  76  72 

Samuel  Sims,  159  56 


June  2.    P.  O.  Whitman.  148  65 

Chas.  Noble,  332  52 

Mark  Norris,  295  08 


4.    Charles  Davis,  100  00 

Titus  Dort,  22  50 


7.    D.  C.  McKinstry,  5,833  20 

Carried  forward,  • 


5,002  00 
330  80 

32  00 

321  28 

776  25 
122  50 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  106 

Contra  CR. 

Brought  forward,  9  9 

I)educt  the  (bllowing  : 
Ang.  1.    Placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Alle- 
^an  and  Marshall  railroad 
company.  50,000  00 

Placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Yp- 
silaoti  and  Tecumseh  rail- 
road company,  50,000  00 

— 150,000  00 

1 1.  Governor  Mason's  draft  on  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking 
company^  at  90  days  date 
from  September  1,  1838, 
payment  due  that  day  on 
contract  with  the  state,  five 
n:illion  loan,  100,000  00 

Deduct  the  following : 

Placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Allegan  and  Marshall  rail- 
road company,  910,000, 

Placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  rail- 
road company,  910,000,  20,000 

To  the  credit  of  the  internal        

improvement  fund,  80,000  00 

SeptlS.  United  States  treasury  draft 
on  the  Bank  of  America, 
New  York,  being  five  per 
cent  on  the  sale  of  govern- 
ment lands  in  this  state,  for 
the  third  and  Fourth  quarters 
of  the  year  1837,  and  first 

quarter  of  year  1838,  4,904  96 

Gov.  Mason's  four  several  drafts  on  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  com|:mny,favor 
John  Norton,  jr.,  cashier  Michigan  state 
bank,  at  90  days  date,  Oct  1,  1838,  for 
the  sum  of  925,000  each,  being  in  full  of 
instalment  due  from  said  company  on 
Oct  1,  contract  with  the  state  for  five 
million  loan,  100,000  00 

19.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  Newberry,  being 
in  full  of  9200,000  state  bonds  retained 


Carried  forward, 
14 
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106  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.    Internal   Improfoement    Fund  in  account   tmth   Henry 
Hauxirdt  Treasurer. 

Brought  forward,  f  #. 

June  7.    Lansing  B.  Mizner,  acting  com- 
missioner, 5|000  00 


'..  .. 

10,833  ao 

9. 

John  R.  Williams, 

32  50 

11. 

Wirf.  Woodbridge, 
J.  &  R.  Geddes, 

90  00 

80  88 

170  88 
70  00 

15. 

Samuel  Knickerbocker, 

22. 

Wm.  F.  Sheldon, 

248  56 

26. 

Burger  and  Stevens, 

49  75 

28. 

Hiram. Alden,  acting  commis., 

5,000  00 

do        do           do    . 

do' 

7,500' 00 

Edwin  H.  Lothrop, 

do 

321  10 

12,852  10 

July  3. 

Stevens  T.  Mason, 
A.  T.  Hall, 

427  00 
2^  OO  . 

454  00 

5. 

Gideon  Paull, 
J.  N.  Horner, 

22  SO 

'nrx   w 

Ezra  A.  Lay, 

6.     Rix  Robinson,  acting  commis.,    5,000  00 
James  B.  Hunt,    do        do        6,000  00 


Robert  Abbott,  100  00 

Jacob  Emerick,  IS'S  90 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commi&y    5,006' 00 


147  68 
10,090^00, 

5,295  90 

141  31 

14.    John  Fhrnn,  10  00 

25.  James  Loobis,  149  66 

26.  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  com- 

missioner, four  warrants,  20,000  00 

Aug.  3.    Hiram  Aided,  ^feting  commis.,  5,000  00 

4.    E.  A.  Mather,  1,350  04 

6.    L.  S.  Hurriphrey,        do  1,250  00' 

L.  S.  Humphrey,  acting  com'r,  10,000  Od' 
Hiram  Alden,        do        do        5,000  00 

— ^-^— -'    17,600  04 


13.     Charles  Harrison,  32  14 

John  Down,  '        5'  00 

Hiram  Alden,  104  17' 


Carried  forward, 
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HOUSE  tKXUMENT^S.  107 

Contra  CR. 
Brought  forward*  9 

by  him  on  his  contract  with  the  state  for 
$500,000  of  the  five  million  loan,  39,000  00 

Nov.  13.  Gov.  Mason's  five  several  drafts  on  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  fa- 
vor Michigan  state  bank,  at  90  days' 
date  from  Nov.  1,  1838,  being  in  Jul!  of 
instalment  due  from  said  company  on 
Nov.  1,  on  contract  with  the  state  for  five 
million  loan,  100,000  00 


$952,763  35 


Jttn^i^.  By  bills  pf  Morris  canal  and 

banking  com  pany,part  of  five 

million  loan,  10,397  TO 

itec  ii.  Gov.  Mason's  ten  several  drafts 

dii  Ihe  ^Morris  canal  and  bank- 

ilig  CO*,  favor  of  Michigan 

90  days'  date, 

T,  1838,  in  full 

le  at  that  date 

tate  loan,  100,000  00 

accounts  paid 
tncipal  of  this 
fund,  and  received  of  Gov. 
Mason  as  cash,  viz  : 
Prime,  ^  Ward  &  King^s  ac-       , 

count;  8,963  30 

Johin  Delafield's  account,  639  00 


9,602  03 


Cash  received  of  Gov.  Ma- 

3f  the  Morris 

dng  company, 

the   January, 

it,  on  account  , 

tate  loan,  100,000  00 

)  apply  op  the 
February,  1839,  payment, 
on  account  of  Michigan  state 
loSn,  viz :.  bills  of  thfe  Morris  , 

caVial  and  banking  company,,  95,970  00 
Gov.'  Mason's  draft  on  said 
company,  at  90  days  from 
February  1,  1839,  4,580  QO 


Carried  forward,  f  $ 
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108  HOUI^E  DOCUMENTS, 

DR.     Internal  Improvement    Fund  in  account  vnth    Henry 
Howard,    Treasurer. 


Brought  forward, 

9 

Aug.  14. 

A.  H.  Adams, 
H.  Alden, 

#333  33 
104  17 

437  50 
6  04 

15. 

Morrisoq  Clark, 

16. 

Douglass  Houghton,  Geologist, 

1,500  00 

17. 

Hiram  AldcD,  aoting  ' 

commis.. 

2,613  27 

18. 

do               do 

do 

329  40 

do               do 

do 

682  31 

1,011  71 

J«, 

AinosT.  Hail, 

250  00 

25, 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis., 

364  36 

31. 

Samuel  Clements, 

350  00 

Hiram  Alden,        do 

do 

5,000  00 

5,350  00 

Sept.  1. 

Hiram  Alden,        do 
Thomas  Clark, 

do 

3,192  09 
225  00 

3,417  09 

5.    Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis.,  5,000  00 

J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  256  09 

Hiram  Aldeo,          do        do  5,000  00 

do        do              do        do  722  55 

Royal  Ballow,  135  00 


11,113  M 

7,  H.  Howard,  Treasurer,  to  credit 

of  general  fuad,  7,224  84 

Bepjamin  F.  Brown,  15  00 

Wm.  B,  Burt,  acting  commis.,      419  14 

7,658  98 

8.  Jno.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  14  50 

10.  H.  Alden,  acting  commissioner,  312  68 

11.  Rix  Robinson,  do  5,000  00 

do         do  do  412  69 

Edwin  H.  Lotbrop,        do  72  00 

James  B.  Hunt, ,  do  312  50 

_  6  797  19 

12.  Post  office,  city  of  Detroit,  '  28  60 
14.    Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,       104  17 

do  do  do  5,000  00 


John  J.  Bardwell.  2,000  00 

Bardwell  and  Ingalls,  4,000  00 


Carried  forward. 
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HOUSE  DOCUMENTS,  lpfl[ 

Conira  CR.  .. 

Brought  forward^  •  f 

Gov.   Mason's  check  on  the 

Michigan  state  bank,  50  00 . 

100,000  00 


•1,272J63  35 


Dec  31.  By  balance,  9585,986  68 

Statb  Trbasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31, 1838.      ) 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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lib  HOUSE  DOCUMEl^tS. 

DR.      Internal  Improvement  Vrnid    in  account  tmth  Henry 
Howard,  Treoeurer. 

Brought  forward,  9 

Sept*  19.  J.  B.  Hunt,  acting  commis.,      #5,000  00 
Hiram  Alden,    do        do  137  88 

5,137  88 

2i.    A.  H.  Adams,  83  33 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,    1,642  93 

1,726  26 

Nov.  13. 


J.  B.  Hunt,        do        do 

1,000  00 

do        do         do        do 

1,000  00 

H.  Alden,           do       do 

5,000  00 

do                 do        do 

2,423  70 

do                 do        do 

5,000  00 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 

sioner. 

1,129  36 

do                      do 

231  46 

Robert  Abbott, 

100  00 

Levi  S.   Humphrey,   acting 

commissioner,    eight    war- 

rants, 85,000  each. 

40,000  00 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 

sioner. 

104  17 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 

sioner, 

5,000  00 

do               do            do 

318  42 

do               do            do 

104  17 

A.  H.  Adams, 

63  33 

H.  Alden,  acting  commission- 

er. 

80  00 

H.  Alden,  acting  commission- 

er. 

1,825  92 

J.  B.  Hunt,        do       do 

208  33 

J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg, 

28  00 

L.  S.  Humphrey,  5  warrants 

of  $5,000  each, 

25,000  00 

H.  Alden,  acting  commission- 

er, 

346  19 

J.  Charheno, 

125  00 

Rix  Robinson, 

5,000  00 

E.  H.  Lothrop, 

63  00 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 

missioner. 

3,000  00 

Luther  Dean, 

40  00 

Carried  forward, 
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112  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.    Internal  Improvement  Fund  in  account  with  Henry  How- 
ard, Treasurer. 

Brought  forward,  \ 

Nov.18.    Joel  A.  Collier, 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

do        do  do 

do        do  do 

A.  H.  Adams, 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

16.     Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 
Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

20.  A.  T.  Hall, 
A.  Clawson, 

21.  H.  Alden,  acting  commission- 

er, 
30.    Levi  S.  Humphrey,         do 

nine  warrants  of  95,000  each,  45,000  00 

John  Pleus,  5,000  00 

H.  Alden,  acting  commission- 
er, 245  34 


25  00 

923  45 

5,000  00 

602  76 

83  34 

5,000  00 

104  17 

2,338  16 

5,000  00 

179  51 

1 

116,347 

AA 

*» 

5,000  00 

104  17 

5,105 

322 

181 

17 

18 
16 

250  00 
72  18 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 1,000  00 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 5,000  00 

James  B.  Hunt,^  acting  com- 
missioner, 90  48 


50,245  34 


Dec.  3.    A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  1,635  54 


6,090  48 


Carried  forward,  9  g 
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114 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 


DR.    Internal  Improvement  Fund  in  account  with  Henry  BnO' 
ard,  Treasurer. 

Brou^t  forward,  •  • 

Dec  3.    A.  H.  Adams,  secrelary  board 
commissioners, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

4.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
conlmissioners, 

A.  H.  Adan;s,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

D.  C.  McKinstry, 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

Keeney  and  Mullet, 
7.     J.  Eldrcd  and  Son, 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

A.  H.  Adams,secretary  board 
commissioners, 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

Prime,  Ward  and  Co.  on  ac- 
count, 

Jno.  Delafield,  on  account, 

14.    A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 
Thomas  Clark, 
D.  C.  McKinstry, 

15.    A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners, 

18.    George  A.  Turner, 

Carried  forward, 


1,305  25 

1,611  42 

4,552  21 

83  32 

6,051  36 
2,006  35 

5,000  00 

104  17 

66  98 

133  52 

13,4457  0 
2,079  27 
987  53 

414  15 

222  43 

218  98 

8,963  30 
689  00 

10,457  86 

2,356  46 
225  00 
255  00 

2,836  46 

1,035  60 

1,508  39 

2,643  99 

100  50 
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Dr.    Internal  Improvement  Fuvid  m^accoimt  toith  Henry  Hour 
ardi  Treasurer^ 

Brought  forward,  •  t 

Dec  18.    James  B.  HuDt,  actiog  com- 
missioner, 
James  B.  Hunt,  actiog  com- 
missioner, 

22.    Titus  Dort, 

24.    A.  H.  Adams,  secret'y  board 

commissioners, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secret* y  board 

commissioners, 

29.    Rix  Robinson,  acting   com- 
missioner, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secret* 7  board 

commissioners, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secret* 7  board 
commissioners, 

31.    A.  H.  Adams,  secrefy  board 
commissioners, 
Balance, 


5,000  00 

104  16 

5,204  66 
15  00 

166  88 

800  37 

466  76 

5^000  00 

1,195  04 

201  93 

6,896  97 

3,041  01 
586,986  68 

•1,272.768  S& 
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(No.  11.) 

Simnuiry  Hatement  of  funds  on  hand^  and  io  tohtU  accounts  they 
stand  dtiCf  year  1838. 

DR.        Summary  statement  of  funds  on  hand  in  the  State  TVeo- 

sury^  and  to  what  accounts  they  stand  due. 

Bank  fund,  •1»260  38 

Cash,  720,097  47 

MicUgan  state  bank  overdraft,  11,558  24 

•782,911  09 
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(Ifo.  IL) 

CB.       Swmmary  ttatememl  <f  funds  an  hand  in  the  8M$  ZVw- 
sury^  and  io  what  accounts  they  sUmd  due. 

Calhoun  county  bank,  #06  10 

Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  baik>  28  03 

Bank  of  St  Clair,  138  10 

Ypsilanti  bank,  413  IS 

Bank  of  Brest,  72  08 

Bank  of  Oakland,  23  12 
Fanners'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Fontiac,        1  18 

Genesee  county  bank,  1  63 

Bank  of  Saline,  12  25 

Bank  of  Coldwater,  8  65 

Bank  of  Marshall,  26  86 

Detroit  city  bank,  3  94 

Farmers' bank  of  Oakland,  1  IS 

Bank  of  Lapeer,  4  93 

Bank  of  Goodrich,  8  31 

Wayne  county  bank,  7  48 

Saginaw  city  bank,  1  97 

Bank  of  Gibraltar,  144  16 

Bank  of  Utica,  22  31 

Farmers'  bank  of  Homer,  181  66 

BankofConstantine,  63  27 


Amount  of  bank  fund. 

•1,260  38 

Sinking  fund. 

80,562  45 

University  and  primary  school  fund. 

3,817  71 

Contingent  fund, 

1.022  16 

Internal  improvement  fund. 

585,986  68 

Allerran  and   Marshall   railroad 

company. 

60,000  00 

University  fund, 

261  71 

•732,911  09 
State  Treasuser's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1838.      S 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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(No.  12.) 

SUOement  oftnoneyi  received  en  account  sales  of  Michigan  State 
Bonds,  and  how  applied^  year  1838. 

1838. 

Jan.    6.  From  Gov..  Mason,  Iwo  drafts 

on  John  Delafield,  9150,000  00 

3.  Oliver  Newberry  on  his  con- 
tract, $30,000  00 
Feb.    6.        do            do            do  81,000  00 
24.        do            do            do  50,000  00 
Sept  19.        do            do            do            39,000  00 

—  200,000  00 

Aug.    1.  Gov.  Mason's  several  drafts  on 

Morris  canal  bank,  90  days,  250,000  00 

Sept   1.        do  do  do  100,000  OO 

Oct     1.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

Nov.    1.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

Dec.    1.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

June  16.  Gov.  Mason,  paid  cash  in  Mor- 
ris canal  bills,  10,397  70 
Gov.  Mason,paid  Prime,  Ward 

&  King's  aocount,  8,963  30 

Grov.  Mason,  paid  John  Dela- 

field's  account,  639  00 


20,000  00 


Dec.  12.  Bills  of  the  Morris  canal  bank, 
to  apply  on  January,  1839, 
payment,  100,000  00 

The  following  to  apply  on  the 
February,  1839,  payment, 
viz.:  Bills  of  the  Morris  canal 
bank,  #95,370  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris 

canal  bank,  at  90  days,  4,580  00 

Gov.  Mason's  check  on 
Michigan  state  bank,  50  00 

100,000  00 

July  11.  Deposited  in  New  York  by 
Gov.  Mason,  to  credit  Mich- 
igan state  bank,  80,000  00 
June  29.  Received  of  Michigan  state 
bank,  principal  of  peniten- 
tiary state  stock,                                        20,000  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  9  $ 

Total  amount  of  principal  re- 
ceived during  year  18S8,  l,330,(A)a  00 
Applied  as  follows : 

To  the  credit  of 

Internal  improvement  fund,  81,180,000  00     * 

Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  rail- 
road company,  60,000  00 

Allegan  and  Marshall  faih-oad 
company,  60,000  00 

Penitentiary  fund,  20,000  00 

ii 

1^20,000  00 
State  Trbasuiubr's  Office,  ) 
BetroU,  Dec.  31,  1838.        } 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


(No.  13.) 
Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  governmentfifear  1839. 

Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  government^  year 

1839,  as  follows: 
Pay  of  slate  officers,  916,375  00 

Interest  on  $100,000  state  stock,  issued  1836,  6,000  00 

Interest  on  820,000  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 

railroad  stock, 
Interest  on  920/000  penitentiary  state  stock, 

do  100,000  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 

stock, 

do  100,000  University  state  stock, 

Geological  survey  for  year,  (appropriation) 
Expenses  of  legislature,  1830, 
Expenses  of  printing  session  laws  and  joomal,  &c 
Repairs  and  insurance  on  capital. 
Contingent  fund. 

Balance  due  Michigan  state  bank. 
Balance  due  J.  S.  &.  S.  A.  Bagg  for  printing  re- 
vised laws  and  other  charges,  say 
Miscellaneous  and  unforseen  expenses, 

#124,778  00 
State  Treasuber's  Office,    ) 
Detroit,  December  31,  1838.  ) 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
16 


1,400  00 

1.200  00 

6,000  00 

6,000  00 

12,000  00 

25.000  00 

7,000  00 

250  00 

2,000  00 

11,553  00 

25,000  00 

5,000  00 
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(No.  14.) 
Estimate  of  receipts  applicaUe  to  the  svfpart  of  government^ 

year  1839. 

Estimate  of  receipts  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  current 
expenses  of  government  year  1839,  as  follows : 

Taxes  due  from  counties  for  years  1836  and  1837,  #35,388  00 
Assessment  nnade  by  Auditor  General  upon  the 

several  counties,  year  1836,                                  56,384  00 

Merchants,  pedlars  and  tavern  licenses,  say                8,500  00 

Auction  duties,                                                             1,000  00 

Taxes  due  from  banks  on  capital  stock  paid  in,          3*000  00 
Interest  to  be  paid  by  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 

company,                                                                6,000  00 
Interest  to  be  paid  by  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 

railroad  company*                              '                   1,400  00 

Interest  to  be  paid  oy  board  regents  university,           6,000  00 

•117,675  00 
State  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1838.        ) 

H.  HOWARD,  Tnamrer. 
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(No.  4.) 

Report  of  the  committee  on  the  State  Geologist's  re« 
port  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  tbe  State  Salt 
Springs. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
State  Geologist,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  State  Salt 
Springs,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  in 
view  of  the  great  interests  involved,  would  recommend  the  im- 
mediate appropriation  of  a  sum  sufficient  to  carry  forward  the 
works  already  conunenced. 

Our  salt  springs,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  may  become 
one  o(  tbe  most  fruitful  of  our  internal  resources.  We  trust  they 
will  soon  provide  our  citizens  with  one  of  the  first  necessaries  of 
fife,  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  and  prove  to  be  a  perpetual 
source  of  revenue  to  our  state. 

After  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
whole  subject,  your  committee  are  not  only  satisfied  that  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the.  state  to  pursue  the  improvements  already  com- 
menced to  a  final  result,  hut  also  that  any  delay  in  doing  so  must 
be  attended  with  loss. 

The  large  amount  of  salt  lands  which  are  now  unproductive  to 
the  state,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  ^reat  amount  of  money 
which  is  annually  sent  abroad  for  the  article  of  salt,  furnishes  ar* 
guments  of  the  strongest  character. 

It  should  be  one  of  our  first  objects  to  render  state  lands  pro* 
dactive^  and  until  improvements  of  the  character  of  those  already 
commenced  have  been  carried  forward  to  completion,  it  will  be 
imprudent  to  take  any  steps  to  render  them  permanently  availa- 
bla 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  improvements  pro- 
posed, will  prove  successful,  but  should  this  fail  to  be  the  case, 
we  are  satisfied  that  the  lands  may  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  furnish 
a  permanent  revenue,  which  wil(,  in  a  very  short  time,  reimburse 
the  state  for  all  she  may  expend  in  the  improvements  now  going 

00. 

The  amount  of  money  sent  abroad  for  the  article  of  salt,  acts 
as  a  drain  upon  our  state,  which  your  committee  regard  as  of  no 
small  mon^ent. 

From  data  in  the  hands  of  vour  committee,  they  are  led  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  amount  annuallv  sent  abroad  for  the  article  of  salt, 
cannot  be  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  probably 
has  considerably  exceeded  that  sum  during  the  past  year. 
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Should  the  improvements  dow  in  progress  be  successfully  car- 
ried forward,  little  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  amount  of 
money  sent  abroad  may  soon  be  retained  at  home,  and  our  salt 
springs,  like  those  of  New  York,  furnish  a  handsome  revenue  to 
the  state. 

The  revenue  derived  from  duties  on  salt  in  the  state  of  New 
York  for  the  space  often  years,  after  deducting  all  expenses,  has 
varied  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  an  amount  which  serves  materially  to 
lessen  the  burthen  of  taxation  in  that  state. 

The  work  of  improvement  in  our  state,  is  now  going  forward, 
and  the  amount  which  will  b^  required  fully  to  test  the  subject, 
should,  compared  with  its  great  importance  to  the  citizens  of  this 
state,  be  looked  upon  as  of  minor  importance ;  for  in  whatever 
light  the  subject  may  be  turned,  your  committee  look  upon  the 
prompt  improvement  of  our  state  salines  as  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance. 

The  embarrassment  which  the  works  are  now  suffering  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fact,  that  more  than  the  whole  amount  oi  the  ap- 
Eropriation  of  the  last  year  has  already  been  expended,  calls 
Midly  for  the  immediate  action  of  the  legislature  upon  this  sub- 
jeci. 

The  Geologist  feels  unwilling  to  involve  the  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney in  this  work  without  direct  instructions  upon  the  subject, 
while  the  abandonment  of  proceedings,  even  for  a  short  time, 
would  involve  an  expense  in  replacing  hands  in  consequence  of 
the  isolated  position  of  the  springs,  which  he  is  very  justly  anxious 
to  avoid.  He  has  procured  a  steam  engine  and  other  implements 
for  the  promotion  of  the  design,  and  provisions  for  the  winter^s 
support  of  noen  now  employed,  all  of  wnich  expenditure  will  most- 
ly be  lost,  if  obliged  to  suspend  operations. 

Your  comnuttee  are  also  informed  by  the  Geologist,  that  the 
work  can  now  be  prosecuted  to  better  advantage  than  at  any  oth- 
er season  of  the  year,  and  that  an  immediate  expenditure  is  re- 
quired for  pumps*  Jpc  to  secure  one  of  the  works  from  an  influx 
of  water,  which  has  but  recently  taken  place,  and  of  which,  infor- 
mation has  been  forwarded  by  express. 

The  situation  of  the  Geologist  under  these  circumstances,  is 
embarrassing  in  the  extreme :  not  feeljng  authorized  to  advance 
funds  for  that  purpose,  and  in  constant  fear  lest  a  failure  to  sup^ 
ply  what  is  required,  may  lead  to  unfortunate  circumstances,  be 
cannot  fail  to  feel  much  anxiety  that  the  most  prompt  action  be 
had  upon  the  subject. 

In  lulfilling  the  duties  assigned  your  committee,  they  cannot 
refrain  from  alluding  to  the  laborious  and  responsible  duties  of 
the  State  Geologist  and  the  deep  interest  manifested  by  him  in 
the  success  of  his  operations,  and  trust  that  every  facility  will  be 
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affixded,  which  is  necessary  for  the  developmeDt  of  the  resources 

of  oar  yoQDg  and  rising  state. 
Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  that  the  amount 

embraced  in  the  accompanying  bill,  be  appropriated  for  the  works 

now  in  progress,  to  be  expended  in  the  manner  there  directed. 

NORMAN  LITTLE, 
NOBLE  H.  FINNEY, 
J.  GOODWIN. 
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(No.  5.) 
Attorney  General's  Report. 
7b  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  conformity  with  law,  I  herewith  transmit  the  general  report 
of  the  Attorney  General,  embracing  a  statement  of  his  official 
acts  during  the  past  year.  /  S.  T.  MASON. 

Detroit,  January  9,  1839. 

REPORT,  &c. 

ATTORifEY  General's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  January  1st,  1839.  ] 
To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  the  Attorney  General 
herewith  transmits  a  report  of  all  the  official  business  done  by 
him  the  past  year.  The  duties  of  the  office  durins  that  time» 
have  been  most  varied  and  important ;  and  the  principles  involved 
in  the  proceedings  instituted,  have  been  of  great  moment,  requiring 
minute  investigation  and  elaborate  research.  The  undersigned 
has  felt  strongly  his  responsibility  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
these  duties,  and  he  has  exerted  his  best  powers  so  to  perform 
them,  that  the  ends  of  justice  should  be  obtained  and  the  interests 
of  the  state  fully  protected. 

Schedules  A,  B  and  C,  hereto  annexed,  show  the  proceedings 
instituted  in  behalf  of  the  state,  which  are  now  pending  and 
undetermined. 

By  reference  to  schedule  markeJ  A,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  have  been  twenty-three  injunctions  against  banks,  procured 
at  the  instance  of  the  Bank  Commissioners ;  all  of  which  have 
been  issued  upon  bills  in  chancery,  praying  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
corporations  for  alleged  violations  of  law. 

The  great  number  of  these  cases  has  imposed  a  heavy  addi- 
tional amount  of  labor  and  responsibility  upon  this  office*  and 
there  is  in  truth  enough  of  this  kind  of  business  at  the  present 
time,  to  occupy  the  whole  attention  of  one  individual.  The  in. 
terests,  also,  to  be  affected  by  these  proceedings,  are'  of  great 
magnitude  and  iniportance,  both  to  the  state  an<i  individuals ;  as 
the  amount  of  the  bills  and  notes  of  the  banks  thus  returned,  in 
circulation  at  the  time  of  the' service  of  the  several  injumttions, 
probably  exceed  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars — and  the  redemp- 
tion of  this  vast  amount  of  liability  must  mainly  depend  upon  the 
rigid  enforcement  of  all  the  provisions  of  law  for  the  security  of 
the  bill  holders  and  creditors  of  the  banks. 
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The  gross  frauds  which  were  perpetrated  in  the  otj^nizatioQ 
of  a  Dumber  of  these  iostitutions,  naturally  led  to  the  anticipation 
that  individuals  so  corrupt  in  the  outset,  would  not  hesitate  to 
throw  every  obstacle  in  their  power  in  the  way  of  a  proper  remedy 
for  the  eviU  they  had  inflicted.  This  expectation  has  proved  too 
well  founded ;  and  the  greatest  difficulty  experienced  in  winding 
up  the  conrems  of  these  banks»  proceeds  from  the  efibrts  of  per- 
sons interested  to  avoid  the  effects  of  those  salutary  restraints  and 
penalties*  which  constitute  the  redeeming  features  of  the  act  under 
which  they  were  forced  into  being.  It  is  confidently  believed, 
however,  that  this  difficulty  will  be  overcome  and  the  liabilities 
of  these  institutions,  in  most  instances,  fully  redeemed. 

Schedule  B,  contains  a  list  of  a  difierent  class  of  civil  cases,  st 
law  and  in  chancery,  in  which  the  state  is  a  party  or  interested, 
with  a  brief  statement  of  the  nature  of,  and  the  proceedings  in 
each  case.  And  schedule  C  comprises  a  statement  of  the  cjrimi- 
nal  prosecutions  to  which  I  have  personally  attended. 

The  remaining  paper,  marked  schedule  Dt,  embraces  the  reports 
of  the  District  Attorneysy  as  far  as  received. 

The  Revised  Statutes  have  been  in  operation  so  short  a  period, 
that  it  has  been  hardly  possible  to  judge  of  the  practical  operation  . 
of  its  provisions  in  regard  to  **  criminal  jurisprudence."  There 
is  one  change,  however,  which  it  is  believed,  **  the  proper  (ptd 
**  economical  adminislration  of  the  criminal  law  of  the  state  fully 
'*  warrants  and  requires.^  This  is  the  substitution  of  some  other 
provision  than  that  now  existing,  which  requires  all  criminal  pro- 
secudons  to  be  conducted  by  a  prosecuting  attorney  appointed  io 
each  county.  A  rigorous  and  inflexible  administration  of  the 
crinuoai  law,  has  ever  been  deemed  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  the  good  character,  the  peace,  and  happiness  of  every  organi- 
zed community ;  and  to  a  young  state,  whose  institutions  are  yet 
hi  embryo ;  with  the  character  of  its  inhabitants  yet  undetermined, 
and  at  a  time,  too,  when  there  are  unusual  stimulants  and  im^en- 
tives  to  crime,  it  becomes  all  important  that  t/iis  administration 
should  not  only  be  rigid  and  inflexible^  but  that  its  execution  should 
be  vigorous,  prompt,  and  certain. 

In  order  to  effect  this  much  desired  object,  there  must  be  a 
certainty  of  prosecution^  as  well  as  of  punishment^  for  the  jjuilty 
violator  of  the  law.  It  needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  this  cer- 
tainty  cannot  be  expected  unless  the  services  of  a  competent  and 
experienced,  as  well  as  faithful  public  prosecutor,  are  ensured. 
So  long  as  the  law  requires  that  all  criminal  projecutions  shall  be 
in  the  hands  of  a  public  prr^secutor  appointed  in  each  county, 
however  small,  and  all  compensation  is  made  to  depend  upon  ttie 
scanty  pittance  doled  out  by  the  supervisors  or  Qommissioners  of 
the  county,  it  is  morally  impossible  that  the  services  of  such  an 
oflicer  can  be  secured ;  for  the  lawyer  who  is  competent,  can  be 
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more  profitably  employed  ;  and  few  can  be  found  who  will  serve 
the  public  faithfully  and  intelligently  at  their  own  charge. 

It  is  suggested,  however,  that  this  object  can  be  effected  by  an 
enactment  of  the  legislature,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 

Krosecuting  attorney  in  each  judicial  circuit,  whose  duty  it  should 
3  to  be  present  at  the  sessions  of  the  court  in  each  county,  and 
attend  to  the  indictment  and  prosecution  of  offenders  ;  and  for 
whom  an  ample  remuneration  should  be  secured,  either  in  the 
shape  of  fees  for  the  different  services  rendered,  or  by  an  annual 
salary. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected  to  this  proposition,  that  there  is  a 
constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  adoption.  This  objec- 
tion, however,  can  hardly  be  a  sound  one,  from  the  fact  that  the 
language  of  the  constitution  is,  *'  that  there  shall  be  a  prosecuting 
attorney  for  each  of  the  respective  counties,**  and  this  would  be 
literally  accomplished  by  the  appointment  of  a  prosecuting  attor- 
nev  in  each  circuit,  to  attend  to  the  indictment  and  prosecution  of 
ofi^nders  for  each  county. 

If  this  should,  notwithstanding,  be  deemed  a  valid  objection,  the 
proposed  system  might  still  be  adopted  as  an  improvement  upoQ 
the  present ;  and  the  duties  of  the  county  attorney  restricted  to 
the  prosecution  for  petty  offences,  the  arrest  and  examination  of 
ofljenders,  and  the  collection  of  pecuniary  penalties. 

Even  this,  it  is  believed,  would  be  more  economical  upon  the 
whole,  and  tend  far  more  to  bring  about  the  great  end  in  view — 
the  certainty  of  prosecution  and  punishment,  than  the  system  now 
in  operation. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  MOREY,  Attorney  General. 


DOCUMENTS. 

Schedule  A* 
1.  In  chancery,  second  circuit:  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Pal- 
mers' bank  of  Sandstone.    Bill  filed,  injunction  and  subpcsna  issu- 
onfesso,  and  receiver  appointed, 
scond  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Jack- 
The  same  as  above. 

)cond  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Bank 
me. 

rst  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Wayne 
same. 

lird  circuit:  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Bank 
filed,  injunction  and  subpcena  issued,  and  re- 
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6.  In  chaneery,  third  circuit :  Bank  commissionerf  vs.  Ex- 
change bank  at  Shiawassee.  Bill  filed,  injunction  and  subpcBDa 
issued ;  bill  taken  pro  confesso,  and  receiver  appointed. 

7.  In  chancery,  second  circuit ;  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Lena- 
wee county  bank.     Same  as  the  last. 

8.  In  chancery,  third  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  St  Jo** 
aeph  county  bank.    The  &ame  as^o.  5. 

9.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac.     The  same  as  No.  6. 

10.  In  chancery,  first  circuit:  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Bank 
of  Kensington.     The  same  as  above. 

11.  In  chancery,  first  circuit:  Bank  Commissioqers  vs.  the 
Bank  of  Brest.  Bill  filed,  injunction  and  subpoena  issued,  recei- 
ver appofnted.  Answer  of  defendants  filed,  setting  up  an  assiffo- 
inent  to  A.  D.  Frazer,  Esq.  It  has,  however,  b^n  deckled  oy 
the  Chancellor  that  this  assignment  is  void  and  invalid. 

12.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  the 
president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Oakland  county  bank. 
Bill  filed,  injunction  and  subpcena  issued,  and  proceedings  discon- 
tinued upon  coming  in  of  defendant's  answer. 

13.  In  chancery,  second  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  the 
president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  Clinton.  Bill 
filed,  injunction  and  subpoena  issued.  Motion  for  appointment  of 
receiver  continued. 

14.  In  chancery,  second  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Bank 
of  Saline  and  Alexander  D.  Frazer,  Esq.  Bill  filed  against  the 
baokf  and  Alexander  D.  Frazer,  Esq.,  as  the  assignee.  Injuno- 
tioQ  and  subpoena  issued,  and  receiver  appointed. 

15.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Bank 
of  Gibraltar.  Bill  filed,  injunction  ond  subpoena  issued.  The  in* 
junction  in  this  case  was  special :  simply  restraining  the  bank  from 
doing  any  further  business,  but  leaving  creditors  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed at  law  if  the  bank  did  not  redeem  its  liabilities,  no  insolven- 
cy bein^  alleged  in  the  bill. 

16.  £k  chancery,  first  circuit:  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Far- 
merfl^  bank  of  Oakland.     The  same  as  above. 

17.  In  chancery,  second  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Far- 
mers' bank  of  Sharon.  Bill  filed,  injunction  and  subpoena  issued^ 
and  receiver  appointed* 

18.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Far- 
va&n^  bank  of  Genesee  county.  Bill  filed,  injunction  and  subpcB- 
na  issued,  receiver  appointed,  and  bill  taken  pro  confesso. 

10.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  presi- 
dent, directors  and  company  of  the  Oakland  county  bank.  Bill 
fiJed,  imunction  and  subpoena  issued,  and  motion  for  the  appoinl- 
ment  en  a  receiver. 

17 
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m.  lb  chanceiy,  first  circuit :  Bank  CommiMioiMn  vi.  Bank 
fll*  Goodrich.    The  seme  as  above. 

21.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Sagi- 
naw city  bank.    The  same  as  the  last 

22.  In  chancery*  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  Bank 
of  Oakland.    The  same. 

23.  In  chancery,  first  circuit :  Bank  Commissioners  vs.  the 
Bank  of  Utica.    The  same. 

Schedule  B. 

1.  Supreme  court :  The  People,  ex  Pel.  Attorney  General,  vs. 
River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  company.  In  this  case, 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  resolution  of  the 
legislature,  an  information,  in  the  nature  of  a  quo  warranto^  was 
filed,  and  a  sunnnons  issued  in  June,  1887.  At  the  January  term 
of  the  court  for  1838,  it  was  decided  that  a  venire  faciiis,  in  the 
nature  of  a  summons,  was  the  proper  writ ;  such  a  writ  was  issu- 
ed and  is  returned.    The  case  is  still  pending. 

2.  Wayne  circuit :  Robert  Abbott,  Auditor  General  of  the 
state  of  ]£[ichigan,  for,  and  in  behalf  of  the  People  of  said  states 
vs.  Levi  Cook,'  treasurer  of  the  late  territory  of  Michigan.  This 
suit  was  commenced  under  the  instructions  of  the  Auditor  Grene* 
tal,  to  recover  the  penalty  for  the  non-delivery  of  the  books,  pa- 
pers, &c.  of  the  oflice  of  treasurer  to  his  successor,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  law.    The  case  is  still  pending. 

8.  Lenawee  circuit:  Henry  Howard, Treasurer, &c.  vs.'hBr 
ehael  A.  Patterson,  Benjamin  French,  Ezra  Brown,  Geo.  Howet 
Paul  B.  Rinff,  George  E.  Pomeroy,  Jira  Payn,  Henry  L.  Hew- 
el,  Joseph  W.  Brown.  William  H.  Hoeg,  Stilman  Blanchard* 
and  Stephen  Fargo.  This  is  an  action  of  debt  brought  to  recov- 
er the  penalty  of  a  certain  bond  executed  in  behalf  c?  the  Palmy- 
ra and  Jacksonburg  railroad  company,  to  secure  the  payment  of 
the  interest  and  principal  of  a  certain  loan  made  to  the  company 
by  the  state,  and  the  performance  of  certain  other  oonditioni. 
The  suit  was  instituted  under  instructions  from  the  Auditor  Ge- 
neral, in  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  the  company  to  fiimish  ad* 
dktonal  securities  by  mortgages  on  real  estate,  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  last  legislature. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  company,  and  it  is  probably  true,  that  the 
loan  is  now  most  amply  secured,  and  an  application  will  proba- 
bly be  mhde  to  have  the  suit  discontinued  upon  payment  of  the 
costs. 

4.  Wayne  circuit :  James  B.  Hunt,  Acting  ConHntssioner,  Ac 
vs.  William  T.  Pease,  Tarleton  Jones,  and  John  Chester.  An 
aetion  of  replevin  was  brought  in  this  case,  to  recover  one  loooo 
motive  engine  and  wheels,  which  had  been  detained  by  Ae  non* 
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I  under  wbtt  was  dtimed  to  be  an  exorbitant  charge  ibr 
SrmAi  and  transportation  from  Bu&lo  to  this  city. 

llie  cause  is  at  issue  and  ready  for  trial. 

5.  Wayne  county  circuit :  James  B.  Hunt,  vs.  Edward  Cody, 
Action  of  assumpsit  for  money  paid  more  than  was  due  by  mis- 
take. Default  ot  defendant  entered  abd  ready  for  an  assessment 
ofdan^ages. 

6«  Wa3me  circuit :  James  B.  Hunt  vs.  James  Q.  Adams. 
This  was  an  action  of  replevin,  brought  to  obtain  possession  of 
one  railroad  car  and  wheels ;  and  it  is  defended  on  the  ground, 
that  the  car  had  been  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Central  rail- 
road, in  the  city  of  Troy,  and  belonged  to  the  state.  The  cau» 
is  at  issue  and  ready  for  trial. 

7.  Monroe  circuit :  Robert  Abbott,  Auditor  General,  &c.  vsi 
Peter  P.  Ferry.  Action  of  debt  brought  under  instructions  of  th« 
Auditor  General,  to  recover  the  penalty  for  non-payment  of  the 
taxes  of  Monroe  county,  due  the  state. 

8.  Monroe  circuit :  Henry  Howard,  Treasurer,  &c.  vs.  Peter 
P.  Ferry.  Action  of  debt  to  the  amount  due  the  state  for  the 
tites  levied  in  Monroe  county  in  1836,  as  above.  Both  tkMd 
cMiiues  will  be  ready  for  trial,  it  is  believed,  at  the  next  term  of  the 
drouit 

0.  In  chancery,  first  circuit:  Commissioners  of  internal  im^ 
pfofenoent,  et  ab.  ads.  Charles  Jackson  and  David  Cooper.  In 
this  case  a  bill  was  filed  by  the  complainants,  and  an  injuaotiott 
obtoioed  from  a  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the  sickness  of 
the  Chancellor,  restraining  the  defendants  from  proceeding  wMi 
the  construction  of  a  depot  for  passenger  cars  upon  grounds  in 
Michigan  Grand  avenue,  in  the  rear  of  the  city  hall. 

A  ox)tion  was  made  to  dissolve  the  injunction,  principally  Qpoa 
the  ground  that  the  commissioners  were  acting  by  virtue  and  un^ 
der  the  authority  of  law,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  restrained 
from  the  performance  of  their  duties.  This  motion  was  ovemi« 
led,  and  the  case  is  still  pending  for  answer  and  final  dedsion. 

10.  Supreme  court :  the  People,  ex  relatione  the  Attorney  G^ 
■eml  va^  John  Williamson,  et  anu  An  information  in  the  nature 
of  m  quo  warranto  has  been  filed  in  this  case,  to  deprive  the  de^^ 
ftodaot  of  the  right  to  take  toll  of  persons  passmg  over  the  bridn. 
aeroes  the  River  Huron,  in  accordance  vrith  a  resohition  of  the 
kst  legislature. 

11.  CJniled  States  circuit  court,  Ohio :  Henry  Howard,  Treaa* 
mer.&e.  vs.  the  Bank  of  Manhattan.  In  this  ease  an  action  haa 
been  instituted  by  direction  of  the  Treasurer,  to  recover  oT  the 
Iwiik  a  penalty  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  imposed  upon  it  in  iiuner 
of  the  state  by  the  terms  of  its  charter. 

IS.  la  chaneery,  tiurd  circuit :  Samuel  B.  Knapp^  David  L. 
GoBiiii,  Bobert  Abbott,  Auditor  General  of  the  stale  of  Mksfaigan^ 
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ads.  Isaac  Willard.  The  complainants  in  this  case,  claim  to  have 
a  prior  mdrt^2;age  on  a  piece  of  land  mortgaged  as  security  under 
the  general  banking  law,  to  the  Auditor  General. 

Schedule  C. 
Criminal  Matters. 
1.  Hillsdale  circuit :  the  People  vs.  Homer  RowelK    Indict- 
ment for  assault  and  battery,  with  an  oflfensive  weapon,  with  in- 
tent to  kill ;  tried  at  last  April  term,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  lour  years  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison* 

2*  Hillsdale  circuit :  the  same  vs.  the  same.  Indictment  for 
maifning ;  not  tried. 

3.  Jackson  county  circuit :  the  People  vs.  Levi  D.  Smith,  Al- 
bert Clark  and  Horatio  N.  Baldwin.  ludictmcnt  for  conspiracy 
to  defraud ;  found  at  last  April  term. 

4.  Jackson  county  circuit :  the  People  vs.  Jira  Payn,  Chas.  H. 
McClure,  Porter  G.  Hughes,  Abel  F.  Fitch,  John  S.  Boyd  and 
Paul  B.  Ring.  A  like  indictment  for  conspiracy  to  defraud ; 
found  at  same  time.  In  both  the  above  cases,  motions  to  quash 
the  indictment  were  made  by  the  defendants'  attorney  at  the  last 
October  term*  which  were  argued  and  overruled  by  the  court. 
Demurrers  were  then  put  in,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  continue 
the  causes  until  next  term,  which  was  refused  by  the  court  The 
causes  were  then  argued  by  defendants'  counsel,  and  continued 
until  the  next  term,  as  I  have  been  informed.  Owin^  to  sickness 
I  was  compelled  to  leave  the  court,  and  took  no  part  in  the  argu- 
ment 

5.  Jackson  county  circuit :  the  People  vs.  Levi  D.  Smith,  Albert 
Clark  and  Horatio  N.  Baldwin,  Abel  F.  Fitch,  Samuel  T.  Hoo- 

Kr  and  Grould  Butler.     Indictment  ibr  felony  under  the  general 
nking  law ;  found  last  April  term. 

6.  Jackson  circuit :  the  People  vs.  Jira  Payn,  Paul  B.  Ring^ 
Porter  6.  Hughes,  Abel  F.  Fitch,  Phineas  Farrand,  Wm.  Ford^ 
and  Walter  Budington.  The  like  in  all  things.  In  both  these  ca* 
ses,  motions  to  quash  were  made  by  defendants'  counsel  at  Octo- 
ber term ;  which,  after  argument,  were  overruled ;  demurrers 
were  then  filed,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  continue  them  until 
next  term,  on  the  ground  that  my  own  sickness  had  prevented  me 
from  making  any  preparations  for  the  argument,  and  that  I  was 
then  unable  to  argue  the  demurrers.  This  was  refused,  and,  a» 
I  have  been  informed,  the  demurrers  were  argued  by  defendants' 
counsel,  and  the  demurrers  sustained.  In  bom  cases,  however,  it 
is  believed  that  public  justice  requires  the  prosecution  of  the  of- 
fences ;  and  it  is  intended  to  prefer  new  indictments  before  the 
grand  jury  of  Jackson  county,  at  its  next  session. 

7.  Monroe  circuit :  the  VeojAe  vs.  Pamela  Brown  and  Milton 
N.  Brown.    Indictment  as  principal  and  accessory,  in  poisoning 
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Amanda  Brown ;  tried  at  Monroe  circuit  last  June 'term,  and 
Milton  W.  Brovm  acquitted  of  being  accessory,  and  Pamela 
Brown  removed  to  the  county  of  Lenawee  for  trial 

At  the  October  term  of  that  circuit,  the  cause  was  postponed 
until  December,  when  a  special  term  was  held,  and  the  trial  came 
on  upon  the  merits,  and  the  jury  rendered  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 
/  8.  Washtenaw  circuit:  the  People  vs,  George  Howe  and 
Andrew  G.  Irwin*  Indictment  for  felony,  under  the  general  bank- 
ing law.     This  cause  will  bo  ready  for  trial  next  term. 

9.  Lenawee  circuit :  the  People  vs.  Henry  C.  Fuller.     Indic^ 
ment  for  passing  counterfeit  money ;  tried  at  last  June  term. 

10.  Lenawee  circuit :  the  People  vs.  John  Lapham.    Indict- 
ment for  passing  counterfeit  money  ;  tried  at  last  June  term. 

Both  the  above  trials  were  attended  to  at  the  particular  request 
of  the  District  Attorney  for  that  county. 
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(No*  6.) 

Report  of  the  Judiciary  committee  on  the  bill  and  re- 
port of  the  select  committee  relative  to  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes  in  Wayne  county. 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
from  the  select  committee,  authorizing  the  supervisors  of  Wayne 
county,  to  perfonn  certain  duties  therein  mentioned,  report : 

That  the  remedy  provided  by  said  bill  is  not  contained  in  the 
provisioas  of  a  bill  reported  by  this  committee,  entitled  ''A  bill  to 
provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  for  the  year 
1838,  and  for  other  purposes,**  and  ihey  therefore  concnr  with 
said  select  committee  m  recommending  the  passage  of  the  bill  re* 
ported  by  said  committee. 

GEORGE  C.  GIBBS, 
Chairman  Judiciary  CommiUee^ 


The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
the  township  board  of  the  township  of  Dearborn,  in  the  county  of 
Wayne,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  for  some  reason  unknown  to  the  committee,  the  tax  list 
and  warrant  of  collection  for  said  township,  was  not  made  out  at 
the  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  October  last ;  leaving 
said  township  without  authority  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  taxes  ought  to  be 
collected,  notwithstanding  the  legal  measures  for  that  purpose 
have  been  neglected,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  the  annex- 
ed bill. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  im 


'  (No.  7.) 

Report  of  the  expenditures  on  the  St  Clair  and  Ro- 
meo Railroad,  January  10th,  1839* 
State  of  Michigan^  county  of  St.  Clair,  ss. 

The  undersigned,  Thomas  Palmer,  president,  and  Horatio  N. 
Monson,  secretary  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Romeo  railroad  company, 
being  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say,— That  the  total  amount  of 
expenditures  of  every  kind  on  said  road  up  to  the  first  day  of 
January  instant,  have  been  (so  far  as  they  can  now  be  ascertain- 
ed, some  accounts  remaining  yet  unsettled.)  about  nine  thousand 
dollars. 

In  witness  whereof,  they  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and 
affixed  their  seals,  this  tenth  day  of  January.  A.  D.  1889. 

THO'S  PALMER,  [i^sO 
H.  N.  MONSON,  [l.  J 
Subteribod  ami  noom  to,  the  day  ) 
and  year  above  written^  before  me,    { 
^     A.  E.  HAawnr,  N.  P.,  W.  C. 
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(No.  8.) 
State  Bank  Charters. 
House  of  Representatives,  January  10,  1839. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  Allent 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  printing  be  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  printed  one  hundred  copies  of  the  charter  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Indiana,  and  the  same  number  of  the  charter  of  the  State 
Bank  of  Tennessee,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 


BANK  OF  INDIANA. 
An  act  establishing  a  State  Bank. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Slate 
of  Indiana,  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  created  and  estab- 
hshed,  a  state  bank  with  ten  branches,  which,  or  so  many  as 
shall  be  organized  under  this  charter,  to  be  known  and  styled  the 
'*State  Bank  of  Indiana,**  and  shall  continue  as  such  until  the  first 
day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

Sec.  2.  The  directors  of  the  state  bank  first  appointed  are  au- 
thorized, and  it  is  hereby  made  their  dutVt  to  locate  one  branch 
of  said  bank  at  such  place  within  each  of  the  districts  hereinafter 
named  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to  wit : 

District  No.  One,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Marion*  John- 
son, Shelby,  Hancock,  Madison*  Hamilton,  Boon»  and  Hen- 
dricks. 

District  No.  Two,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Dearborn, 
Franklin,  Ripley,  Switzerland,  and  Decatur. 

District  No.  Three,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Union,  Fay- 
ette, Rush,  Wayne,  Henry,  Delaware,  and  Randolph. 

District  No.  Four,  composed  of  the  counties  of  JefibrsoD*  Jen- 
nings, Scott,  Bartholomew  and  Jackson. 

District  No.  Five,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Floyd,  Harri- 
son, Washington,  Crawford,  and  Clark. 

District  No.  Six,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Posey,  Vander- 
burgh, Perry,  Spencer,  and  Warrick. 

District  No.  Seven,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Elnox,  Sul- 
livan, Daviess,  Gibson,  Pike  and  Dubois. 

District  No.  Eight,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Orange,  Law- 
rence, Monroe,  Morgan,  Martin  and  Greene. 

District  No.  Nine,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Vigo,  Claj» 
Owen,  Putnam,  Park  and  Vermillion. 

District  No.  Ten,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Tippecanoe, 
Fountain,  Mcmtgomery,  Warreoi  Carroll,  and  Clinton,  and  of  the 
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territory  tying  north  of  Warren  and  Tippecanoe,  and  west  of  Car- 
roli  and  Cass,  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  northwfest  district. 

Sec  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  the  state  bank^ 
after  the  expiration  of  one  year,  to  locate  an  additional  branch  in 
the  district  lo  be  numbered  eleven,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Adams,  Grant,  Huntington,  Wabash,  Miami,  Allen,  La  Grange^ 
Elkhart,  and  the  unorganized  territory  attached  to  said  several 
couoties  for  judicial  purposes :  and  after  the  expiration  of  three 
years;  to  locate  an  additional  branch  of  said  bank  within  the  dis- 
trict of  country  lying  north  of  the  Wabash  river,  to  be  numbered 
twelve,  and  not  included  in  any  of  the  districts  before  mentioned ; 
Promded^  That  there  shall  be  more  than  three  counties  in  said 
district ;  and  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  organizing  the  same 
as  are  herein  prescribed  for  organizing  the  other  branches  :  and 
the  state  stock  therein  shall  be  obtained  in  the  same  way,  and  paid 
over  under  the  same  restrictions  and  regulations  as  is  provided 
for  tlie  other  branches :  Provided,  ftotvever,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  prevent  the  board  of  state  directors  from  paying 
the  same,  out  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  state,  or  any  surplus  funds 
under  their  contrd. 

Sec  4.  Should  any  of  the  branches  herein  established  fail  to 
organize,  as  herein  contemplated,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  state  bank,  once  in  each  year  thereafter,  if  required 
by  any  number  of  the  citizens  who  will  be  responsible  for  the 
expense,  to  open  books  of  subscription  within  such  district,  and 
locate  and  organize  a  branch  therein  at  such  place  as  they  may 
select,  If  the  amount  of  stock  herein  required  shall  be  taken  and 
paid  for  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  The  said  state  bank  shall  keep  an  office  at  the  town  of 
Indianapolis,  and  the  directors  thereof  shall  meet  and  hold  their 
sessions  at  least  once  in  three  months.  It  shall  be  a  body  corpo- 
rate and  politic,  with  power  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  havin(]r  jurisdiction,  and 
to  transact  all  other  lawful  business  herein  permitted  them  to  do  ; 
and  shall  have  power  by  and  through  her  branches,  and  not  oth- 
erwise, Xq  loan  money,  buy,  sell,  and  negotiate  bills  of  exchange, 
checks,  promissory  notes,  and  other  evidences  of  debt ;  to  discount 
on  banking  principles  and  usages,  bills  of  exchanije,  post  notes, 
promissory  notes,  and  other  negotiable  paper  or  obligations,  for 
the  paynient  of  money ;  to  receive  deposites,  to  buy  and  sell 
gold,  silver,  bullion,  and  foreign  coins  ;  to  draw,  issue,  and  put  in 
circulation,  bills,  notes,  post  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  and  other 
evidences  of  debt,  payable  to  order  or  bearer,  and  not  otherwise ; 
and  all  such  notes  and  bills  put  in  circulation  as  money,  except 
post  notes,  and  bills  of  exchange,  shall  be  made  payable  on  de- 
mand ;  and  to  exercise  such  other  incidental  powers  as  shall  be 
necessary  to  carry  on  such  business. 
18 
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Sec.  6.  The  real  estate,  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  bank 
to  purchase,  hold  aod  convey,  shall  be,  first,  such  as  shall  be  re- ' 
quired  for  its  immediate  accommodation  in  the  convenient  trans- 
action of  its  business ;  or,  second,  such  as  shall  have  been  nK>rt- 
gaged  to  it  in  good  faith  by  way  of  security  for  stocky  loans 

Ereviously  contracted,  or  for  moneys  due ;  or,  third,  such  as  shall 
ave  been  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of  debts  previously  con- 
tracted in  the  course  of  its  dealings ;  or,  fourth,  such  as  shall  have 
been  purchased  at  sales  upon  judgments,  decrees  or  mort^ges 
obtained  or  made  for  such  debts ;  and  the  said  bank  shall  not 
purchase,  hold  or  cowey,  real  estate  in  any  other  case,  or  for  any 
other  purpose ;  and  an  such  real  estate,  not  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  convenient  discharge  of  its  business,  shall  be  set  up,  at 
least  once  a  year,  at  public  sale.  After  having  given  thirty  days' 
notice  of  such  sale,  describing  the  property  so  to  be  sold,  and  the 
name  of  the  mortgager,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  the  district 
where  such  bank  is  situate,  and  placing  three  written  notices  in 
the  most  public  placies  in  the  town  where  the  bank  is  located ;  and 
shall  be  sold  if  the  same  will  bring  the  amount  of  the  debt,  in- 
terest, and  costs  for  which  the  same  have  been  bought,  receivecL 
or  taken  by  the  bank,  and  which  shall  remain  after  deducting  all 
profits  received  therefrom. 

Sec.  7.  All  conveyances  of  real  estate  shall  be  signed  by  the 
president  of  the  state  bank,  and  have  affixed  the  seal  thereof. 

Sec  8.  The  said  bank  shall  not  at  any  time  suspend  or  refuse 
payment  in  gold  or  silver  of  any  ofi  its  notes,  bills,  or  obligations 
due  and  payable,  nor  of  any  moneys  received  upon  deposite ;  and 
if  said  bank  at  any  time  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  any  bill,  note,  or 
obligation  issued  by  such  bank,  if  demanded  within  the  usual 
banking  hours,  at  the  proper  branch  where  the  same  is  payable 
according  to  the  contract,  promise,  or  undertaking,  therein  ex- 
pressed, or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  demand  as  aforesaid, 
any  moneys  received  on  deposite,  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled 
to  receive  the  same,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  holder  of 
any  such  bill,  note,  or  obligation,  or  the  person  or  persons  entitled 
to  demand  or  receive  such  moneys  as  aforesaid,  shall  respectively 
be  entitled  to  receive  and  recover  interest  on  their  said  demands, 
until  the  same  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  the  time  of  such  demand  as  afore- 
said ;  and  any  branch  so  failing  to  meet  its  engagements  may  be 
closed,  as  in  case  of  insolvency. 

Sec.  0.  The  said  state  bank  and  each  and  every  branch  thereof, 
shall  mutually  be  responsible  for  all  the  debts,  notes,  and  engage- 
ments of  each  other. 

Sec.  10.  All  suits  or  actions  against  said  bank,  on  any  contract 
or  engagement  made,  or  liability  incurred  by  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  state  bank,  or  on  any  contract  on  engagement  made  or 
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liability  incarred  by  the  boaid  of  directors  of  any  branch,  or  on 
any  ^nk  bill  or  note,  shall  be  brought  against  the  state  bank  of 
Indiana. 

Sec  11.  The  process  in  such  case  shall  be  a  summons,  and 
shall  be  served  on  the  president  of  the  state  bank,  in  all  cases 
where  the  contract,  engagement  or  liability  sued  for  shall  have 
been  made  by  the  board  of  directors  of  said  bank ;  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  contract,  engagement  or  liability  sued  on,  has 
been  made  or  incurred  by  a  branch,  the  process  shall  be  served 
on  the  president  of  such  branch ;  and  so  also  where  the  suit  shall 
be  brought  on  any  bank  bill  or  note,  the  process  shall  be  served 
on  the  president  of  the  branch  at  which  such  bill  or  note  shall 
have  been  made  payable :  or  in  all  such  cases,  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
cess may  be  left  at  the  bankiog-house,  or  place  of  doing  business 
of  the  state  bank,  or  of  the  proper  branch,  as  the  case  may  be,  • 
during  the  usual  hours  of  business,  which  shall  be  good  service. 
And  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  president,  or  any  other 
officer,  of  any  branch,  knowing  of  such  service,  forthwith  to  no- 
tify the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank  thereof.  In  all 
suits  brought  against  said  bank,  on  any  note,  engagement,  or  lia- 
bility of  any  branch,  such  suit  shall  be  brought  in  the  county 
where  such  branch  may  be  situate ;  and  all  suits  brought  against 
the  state  bank  on  any  note,  engagement,  or  liability  of  the  state 
bank,  shall  be  brought  in  the  county  of  Marion. 

Sec  12.  There  shall  be  no  stay  of  execulion  on  judgements 
against  the  bank,  for  notes  issued  or  deposites  made  therein,  ex- 
cept as  herein  provided  for. 

Sec.  13.  Said  bank  shall  be  entitled  to  charge  and  receive  for 
moneys  loaned,  six  per  cent  per  annum,  and  not  higher ;  but  the 
same  may,  according  to  bank  rules,  be  discounted  and  taken  in 
advance  out  of  the  sums  loaned. 

Sec.  14.  The  profits  arising  after  paying  expenses  and  reser- 
vation for  a  contingent  or  surplus  fund,  shall  be  divided  among 
the  stockholders,  according  to  the  amount  of  stock  owned  and 
paid  in  by  each  ;  and  in  making  this  calculation  and  division  of 
profits,  each  branch  shall  be  independent  of  the  others,  and  its 
own  profits  be  divided  among  its  own  stockholders. 

Sec  15.  There  shall  be  deducted  from  the  dividends,  and  re- 
tained in  bank  each  year,  the  sum  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents 
on  each  share  of  stock,  other  than  that  held  by  the  state  ;  which 
shall  constitute  part  of  the  permanent  fund  to  be  devoted  to  pur- 
poses of  common  school  education,  under  the  direction  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  shall  be  suffered  to  remain  in  bank,  and 
accumulate,  until  such  appropriation  by  the  general  assembly ; 
and  said  tax  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes  and  assessments  on 
the  stock  in  said  bank.  And  in  case  of  an  ad  valorem  system  of 
taxation  being  adopted  during  this  charter,  the  said  stock  shall  be 
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subject  to  the  same  ratio  of  taxation  as  other  caphal,  not  exoeed- 
iDg  0J3e  per  cent,  including  the  aforesaid  tax,  and  the  said  tax 
shall  only  be  assessed  on  such  portion  of  the  stock  as  shall  have 
been  paid,  and  on  account  of  which  the  stockholders  shall  not  be 
indebted  to  the  state. 

Sec.  16.  The  person  administering  the  government  of  this 
state,  secretary  of  state,  treasurer,  auditor  of  public  accounts, 
commissioner  of  the  canal  fund,  judge  of  the  supreme  or  any  in- 
ferior court,  or  any  person  holdii^  an  office  or  appointment  under 
the  authority  of  the  general  government,  shall  not,  while  in 
such  office,  hold  the  office  of  president  of  the  state  bank,  direc- 
tor of  the  stale  bank,  or  president,  director,  or  cashier,  of  any 
branch,  nor  that  of  member  of  the  general  assembly  ;  nor  shall 
any  president,  cashier,  or  director  o(  any  branch,  at  the  same 
time  hold  the  office  of  president  or  director  of  the  state  bank,  on 
the  part  of  the  state,  or  the  office  of  president,  director,  or  cash- 
ier of  another  branch. 

Sec.  17.  The  notes  issued  by  said  bank  shall  be  signed  by  the 
president  of  the  state  bank,  and  shall  be  made  payable  at  the 
branch  which  shall  issue  the  same,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the 
cashier  of  such  branch. 

Sec.  18.  No  sale  or  forfeiture  for  unpaid  taxes  of  any  real  es- 
tate, mortgaged  to  said  bank  to  secure  the  payment  of  loans 
made,  shall,  until  the  lapse  of  five  years  from  such  sale,  operate 
to  prevent  said  l^ank  from  redeeming  the  same,  on  patment  of 
such  taxes  and  damages  and  interest  thereon,  as  are  required  by 
law  in  other  cases  of  lands  forfeited  and  sold. on  account  of  un- 
paid taxes,  if  at  any  time  after  such  sale  and  forfeiture,  such  real 
estate  shall  become  the  property  of  the  bank  for  the  payment  of 
any  8uc:h  debt. 

Sec.  19.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  bank  at  anytime  to  use 
or  employ  any  part  of  its  capital  slock,  or  other  funds,  in  the 
buying  or  selling  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  or  in  any 
other  business  or  dealing,  than  is  by  this  act  authorized  and  per- 
mitted. 

Sec.  20.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  said  bank,  or  any  branch 
thereof,  to  accept,  receive,  and  become  responsible  for  the  depo- 
sites  and  public  revenues  of  the  United  States,  upc^n  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  agents  of  the  general 
government  and  a  majority  of  the  directors  ot  the  state  bank. 

Sec  21.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  bank  to  receive  on  de* 
posite,  (except  as  above  prohibited,)  moneys,  bullion,  plate,  and 
other  articles  of  value  of  small  bulk,  on  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  parlies. 

Sec.  22.  No  note  shall  be  issued  of  a  less  denoniination  than 
five  dollars  :  and  the  legislature  hereby  reserves  the  right,  at  any 
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time  after  ten  years,  to  restrict  and  prohibit  the  circulation  and 
issue  of  any  note  for  less  than  ten  dollars. 

Sec  23.  There  shall  be  in  said  bank  and  branches,  an  account 
created,  opened  and  kept  with  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund,  in  which  they  shall  be  credited  with  the  dividends  of  pio- 
fics  accruing  to  the  state  on  her  stock,  and  all  other  sums  passing 
through  or  accruing  in  said  bank  properly  belonging  to  that  fund, 
which  fund  shall  be  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  said 
commissioners  as  herein  provided. 

Sec  24.  It  shull  not  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  said 
state  bunk  to  locate  any  other  branch  or  branches  of  said  bank 
than  is  herein  authorized. 

Sec  25.  Tiie  cajital  stock  of  said  bank  may  be  increased  by 
individual  subscriptions  at  any  one  or  more  branches,  by  and 
*virith  the  assent  and  concurrence  of  the  legislature  and  directors 
of  the  state  bank. 

Sec  26.  The  general  assembly  may  at  any  time  appoint  an 
Mgeat  to  examine  the  state  and  condition  of  said  bank,  and  each 
and  every  branch  thereof,  who  shall  have  the  same  power  and 
rights  as  examiners  ap|K)inted  by  the  directors  of  the  state  bank; 
lod  when  any  agent  as  aforesaid  shall  find  and  report,  or  the  go- 
vernor of  the  state  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  charier 
has  been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  leorislature  to  direct, 
or  the  governor  to  order  a  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out  of  the 
Marion  circuit  court  in  the  name  of  the  slatt?,  (which  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted upon  the  president  of  the  state  bank  for  the  time  being,  at 
least  fifteen  days  before  the  commencement  of  the  term  of  said 
coart)  calling  on  the  said  corprmation  to  show  cause  wherefore 
the  charier  hereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited  ;  and  it 
^uili  be  lawful  for  ihe  said  court  upon  the  return  of  said  scire 
faciaz^  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  alleged  violation  ;  and  if 
such  violation  be  made  to  appear,  then  to  pronounce  and  adjudge 
that  tlie  said  charter  is  forfeited  and  annulled ;  and  every  issue 
of  fact,  which  shall  arise  in  such  proceeding,  and  may  be  joined 
between  the  state  and  the  corporation  aforesaid,  shall  be  tried  by 
jury,  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to  require  the 
production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  corporation  as  it  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  ascertainment  of  the  controverted  iacts  ; 
and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court  aforesaid  shall  be  examinable 
m  the  supreme  court  of  the  stale,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may  be 
there  reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  usages  of  law  ;  and  it 
shall  he  the  duly  of  the  governor  to  employ  counsel  on  behalf  of 
the  stale,  to  prosecute  such  writ  of  scire  facias. 

Sec  27.  That  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  each 
branch  shall  be  held  annually,  at  such  time  as  the  directors  of  the 
state  baak  shall  direct,  at  which  time  elections  for  directors  shall 
take  place,  to  which  meeting  the  directors  of  the  preceding  year 
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shall  exhibit  aa  exact  and  particular  statement  of  the  state,  con- 
dition  and  affairs  of  said  branch ;  and  general  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  may  be  held  at  any  other  time,  when  ordered  by  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  branch. 

Sec.  28.  Certificates  of  stock  shall  be  issued  to  stockholders, 
signed  by  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  proper  branch,  and 
may  be  transferred  on  the  books  of  the  branch  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose  and  not  otherwise ;  in  which  case  the  old  certificates 
shall  be  surrendered  and  new  ones  issued.  Nonstock  shall  be 
transferred  by  any  stockholder  when  any  debt  is  due,  or  is  then 
owing  and  to  become  due  from  such  stockholder,  but  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  directors  of  the  branch,  and  such  stock  books  shall,  at 
all  reasonable  times  during  the  usual  hours  of  transacting  busi- 
ness, be  kept  open  for  the  examination  of  any  person,  having  in 
his  possession  any  note,  bill  or  obligation  on  any  branch,  men 
due,  and  the  payment  of  which  shall  be  refused.  And  in  case 
any  oflScer  having  charge  of  such  book  shall  refuse  to  permit 
such  examination,  he  shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  debt  by  the  person 
so  refused* 

Sec.  20.  Stock  shall  be  considered  as  personal  property,  and 
may  be  sold  on  execution,  and  transferred  on  the  books  of  the 
branch  by  the  officer  selling  the  same,  but  in  all  c^ses  be  subject 
to  a  lien  in  favor  of  the  bank,  for  all  debts  bona  fide  due,  or  then 
owing  and  to  become  due  the  same,  from  the  owner. 

Sec.  30.  After  the  first  election,  no  stockholder  who  shall  not 
have  held  his  stock,  for  which  he  votes,  for  three  calender  months 
previous  to  the  day  of  election,  shall  be  entitled  to  v<:te;  and  the 
number  of  votes  to  which  stockholders  shall  be  entitled,  in  voting 
for  directors,  shall  be  in  the  proportion  following :  that  is  to  say, 
for  each  and  every  share  not  exceeding  four  shares,  one  vote ;  for 
every  two  shares  above  four  shares  and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one 
vote :  for  every  four  shares  above  thirty  and  not  exceeding  nine- 
ty, one  vote ;  for  every  six  shares  above  ninety  and  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  vote  ;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  one  vote.  But  no  person,  co-partnership, 
or  corporation,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number  than  one  hun- 
dred votes.  In  all  elections,  votes  may  be  given  either  in  person 
or  by  proxy,  but  no  person  shall  vote  by  proxy  more  than  one 
hundred  votes,  and  no  individual  stockholder,  who  shall  be  a  resi* 
dent  of  the  county  where  the  election  is  to  be  held  at  the  time  of 
such  election,  shall  vote  by  proxy,  unless  in  case  of  unavoidable 
absence,  except  females  or  minors. 

Sec.  31.  No  president,  cashier,  clerk,  or  teller  of  said  bank  or 
any  branch  thereof,  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  any  election  for 
directors,  as  the  attorney,  agent,  or  proxy  of  any  stockholder. 
No  president,  cashier,  or  director  of  the  state  bank,  or  president 
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or  cashkr  of  either  of  the  branches,  shall,  during  the  term  of  his 
office,  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  this  state. 

Sec  32.  The  president  of  the  state  bank  shall  be  elected  by  the 
general  assembly,  by  ballot  of  each  house  separately  :  Provided^ 
that  no  person  shall  be  elected  as  such  president  unless  he  gets  a 
separate  majority  of  the  voles  given  by  each  house :  Prwidedf 
however^  that  after  three  attempts  at  an  election  as  aforesaid, 
should  no  concurring  choice  be  made,  the  two  houses  shall  pro- 
ceed to  elect  the  said  president  by  joint  ballot  of  both  houses ;  and 
the  person  obtaining  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  given  on  such 
joint  ballot,  shall  be  declared  duly  elected  as  in  other  cases.  Such 
president  shall  hold  his  office  for  five  years,  unless  sooner  remo^ 
ved  by  joint  resolution,  and  another  appointed  in  his  place. 

Sec.  33.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
board  and  decide  all  questions  on  which  the  board  is  eaually  di- 
vided, by  his  casting  vote.  He  shall  have  power  to  call  special 
meetings  of  the  board  whenever  he  may  find  it  necessary,  and  do 
and  transact  all  other  business  naturally  appertaining  to  his  office 
or  conferred  upon  him  by  this  act 

Sec  34.  The  president  of  the  state  bank  shall  receive  as  a 
compensation,  to  be  allowed  by  the  board  of  directors  of  said  bank, 
an  annual  salary,  not  less  than  one  thousand,  nor  more  than  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly. 

Sec  35.  The  general  assembly  shall  elect  four  directors  of 
the  state  bank,  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  electing  the  president 
thereof,  who  shall  respectively  hold  their  offices  one,  two,  three 
and  four  years,  one  going  out  of  office  each  year,  and  shall  at 
their  first  meeting  aUer  their  appointment,  determine  by  lot,  the 
periods  they  shall  respectively  hold  their  offices.  Such  directors, 
or  any  one  of  them,  may  at  any  time  be  removed  by  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  general  assembly.  Their  compensation  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank ;  but  the  compensation 
of  any  member  of  the  board  shall  not  be  increased  during  the 
term  of  his  appointment 

Sec  36.  Vacancies  occurring  in  the  office  of  president  or  of 
any  state  director  of  the  state  bank,  shall  be  filled  by  appointment 
to  be  made  by  ihe  governor,,  until  the  same  shall  be  filled  by  the 
general  assembly,  as  in  this  act  is  provided  for  the  election  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank. 

Sec  37.  The  board  of  directors  of  each  branch  shall  annually 
and  as  often  as  a  vacancy  may  occur,  elect  one  director  for  the 
'  state  bank,  whose  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by  the  branch  di- 
rectors, and  paid  by  such  branch. 

Sec  38.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  bank  and  branches  to  re- 
ceive and  pay  out  the  revenues  and  funds  of  the  state,  under  the 
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direction  and  control  of  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  whenever  the 
legislature  may  so  direct. 

Sec.  39.  The  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  cashier  and  such  other  inferior  officers  and 
agents  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  iheir  business,  to  fix 
their  term  of  office  and  compensation,  and  require  such  bond 
and  security  from  fliem  as  they  may  from  time  to  time  deem 
expedient. 

Sec  40.  The  (lin;ctors  of  the  state  bank  shall  have  power  to 
limit  and  control  the  amount  of  discounts  and  loans  of  the  branches 
after  they  shall  amount  to  once  and  a  quarter  the  amount  3f  ca- 
pital stock  paid  in  ;  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  and  balances 
between  them ;  and  for  ^ood  cause  may  suspend  the  operations 
of  the  same.  They  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  their  duly, 
to  regulate  and  equalize  the  state  funds  and  public  deposites  that 
may  be  in  bank,  and  may  transfer  the  same  from  one  branch  to 
another,  as  circumstances  may  require.  But  they  shall  in  no 
case  withdraw  any  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  any  branchy  or 
any  part  of  its  own  local  funds,  without  the  consent  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  such  branch,  to  be  used  in  any  other  branches, 
except  in  cases  reqairiDo:  such  branch  to  be  closed  as  herein  pro- 
vided for ;  and  they  shall  have  power  to  make  and  prescribe  all 
necessary  by-laws  to  carry  the  powers  herein  conferred  into 
effect. 

Sec  41.  They  shall  have  jjower  to  appoint  one  or  more  of 
their  number  to  visit  and  inspect  the  condition  and  affairs  of  each 
branch,  when  and  as  often  as  U)  ihcm  shall  seem  net:essary,  and 
it  shall  be  their  duty  to  make  such  examination  at  least  once  in 
six  months,  and  also  at  any  other  time  when  thereto  required  by 
the  directors  of  any  branch.  ISo  director  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  state  baiik,  to  examine,  visit,  and  inspcet  the  condition  and 
afiairs  of  any  branch  frotn  which  he  has  received  his  appoint- 
ment. 

Sec.  42.  The  person  or  persons  so  examining  shall  have  power 
to  examine  on  oath  or  atlirmation,  (which  they  are  hereby  autho- 
rized to  administer,)  all  the  officers,  servants,  or  agents  of  any 
branch,  or  any  other  [  erson,  in  relation  to  the  afFn'rs  and  condition 
of  such  branch ;  and  they  shall  have  power  to  examine  all  the 
books,  pape-s,  notes,  bonds,  and  other  evidences  of  debt  of  any 
branch ;  to  compare  the  books,  funds,  and  property  of  said 
branch,  with  their  returns  i.nd  sta-tements  made  thereof;  to  as- 
certain the  amount  of  money  and  available  funds  on  hand,  and 
generally  to  make  every  other  inquiry  and  examination  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  such  branch. 

Sec.  43.  The  board  of  directors  of  the  stale  bank  shall  have 
power  to  require  of  the  board  of  directors  of  each  branch,  report9 
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9f  tbeir  bilmeis  and  ooixKtion,  as  (Aea  as  shaH  be  6xpedieDt»  and 
not  less  than  once  each  month. 

Sec.  44.  They  shall  have  p.iwer,  whenefver  xhe^  shall  ascertain 
in  anv  manner,  that  any  branch  is  insolvent,  or  is  mismanaging 
its  affairs,  whereby  the  interest  of  the  other  branches  is  endan- 
gered, or  that  a  branch  hath  violated  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  or  any  other  act  binding  upon  them,*  or  that  any  branch  hath 
n^lected  or  refused  to  comply  with  any  legal  order  or  direction 
of  tl^  board  of  dh*ecto)^  of  the  state  bank,  and  it  is  hereby  made 
the  duty  of  said  board,  forthwith  to  suspend  the  business  of  sutcht 
branch,  and  the  power  of  the  branch  directors  over  the  same,  and 
if  the  interest  of  the  state,  or  the  safety  of  the  other  branohesf 
requires  it,  to  close  up  the  affairs  and  business  of  said  branch  eft> 
tirely ;  and  to  effect  the  same,  they  are  hereby  vested  with  power 
to  appoint  a  receiver  or  receivers,  who  sbaU,  under  their  direction 
and  control,  collect  and  receive  the  rights-,  credits,  and  effects  dub^ 
such  branch,  and  turn  theminto  available  funds;  to  settle,  adjust, 
and  compound  the  same ;  to  settle,  adjust  and  pay  off  the  debt» 
due  by  such  branch :  and  if  any  portion  of  the  capital  stock  of 
such  branch,  or  stock  notes  given  therefor,  shaH  be  unpaid,  to  sue 
ibr  and  collect  the  same ;  as  also  all  cbntributions  required  from 
stockholders  under  the  provisions  of  the  one  hundred  and  second 
section  of  this  act,  or  so  much  as  shall  be  necessary  to  meet  the 
demands  against  such  branch. 

Sec  45,  That  a  copy  of  such  order  suspending  or  closing  any 
branch  and  appointing  a  receiver  or  receivers  to  take  charge  of 
the  same,  mgned  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  clerk  of  said 
board,  and  the  seal  of  said  state  bank,  shall  be  sufficient  to  au- 
thorize such  receiver  to  seize  and  take  chai^  of  the  same ;  and 
all  officers,  stockholders,  servatits,  and  agents  of  such  branch, 
shall  be  required  to  obey  and  submit  to  the  same,  and  in  default 
may  be  indicted  for  misdemeanor,  and  fined  and  imprisoned  at  the 
direction  (discretion)  of  the  jury  trying  the  same ;  and  any  person 
fraudulently  holding  and  concealing  any  of  the  pro()6rty  or  eflfects 
c{  such  branch  from  such  receiver,  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof 
upon  presentment  or  indictment,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceed-^ 
ing  one  thousand  dollars,  and  eonfined  at  hard  labor  in  the  state 
prison  for  any  term  of  time,  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than 
ten  years. 

Sec  46.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  the  state  bank 
to  provide  for  the  paynnent  of  all  the  debts  of  a  failing  branch  that 
shall  remain  due  after  all  the  property,  real  and  personal,  rights^ 
credits,  and  effects,  and  all  the  stocks  of  such  failing  branch  and 
the  contributions  of  its  stockholders,  shall  have  been  applied  ;  and 
for  that  purpose  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  call  on  the  oth^r 
branches  for  their  respective  proportions ;  arranging  the  time  of 
making  such  calls  so  that  the  whole  amount  of  such  debt  shall  bsF 
19 
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paid  withiii  one  year  after  mxh  failing  branch  sball  hare  been 
■uspeoded. 

Sec  47.  And  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  the  property,  stock, 
Gontributions,  or  efiects  of  said  iailing  branch  shall  not  by  that 
time  have  been  turned  into  available  means,  the  same  shall  be 
ooliected  and  distributed  among  the  several  branches  to  meet  the 
advances  by  them  made  to  pay  the  debts  of  such  failing  branch. 

Sec  48.  After  payment  of  all  demands  against  a  failing  branch, 
if  any  of  its  efiects,  of  whatever  kind  or  description,  shall  renoain, 
the  same  shall  be  first  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  state  stock 
therein,  and  shall  be  divided  among  the  other  branches  and  used 
as  capital  in  the  same  as  so  much  state  stock ;  and  if  any  residue 
should  still  remain,  it  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  other  stockholdeiB 
in  their  due  proportions. 

Sec  49.  Any  order  of  the  board  of  directors  to  suspend  or 
dose  a  branch  shall  be  carried  by  at  least  the  votes  of  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  at  some  meeting,  to  attend  which  all  the 
members  of  the  board  shall  have  been  notified ;  and  the  question 
shall  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  and  the  same  recorded  on  the 
minutes  of  the  board. 

Sec  50.  The  order  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank 
suspending  any  branch,  shall  likewise  have  the  efiect  to  suspend 
all  suits,  judgments,  orders,  decrees,  and  executions,  for  any 
claim  or  demand  which  said  branch  should  have  paid :  nor  shall 
any  such  suit  be  progressed  in  until  the  matter  in  controversy 
shall  have  been  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  state 
bank,  or  the  persons  by  them  entrusted  with  the  aflTairs  of  said 
branch ;  and  if,  on  such  admission,  the  justice  of  such  claim  shall 
not  be  admitted  and  the  same  be  agreed  to  be  paid  on  the  closing 
up  of  the  afi&irs  of  said  branch,  the  same  may  progress  to  judg- 
ment ;  but  execution  thereon,  and  all  other  executions  or  decrees, 
shall  remain  until  one  year  from  the  time  such  branch  was  sus* 
pended. 

Sec  51.  The  directors  of  the  state  bank  shall  have  power  to 
regulate  the  manner  of  holding  elections  for  directors  of  the 
branches,  and  may,  if  necessary,  change  and  fix  the  time  of  hold* 
ing  the  same,  of  all  which  elections  reasonable  notice  of  time  and 
place  shall  be  given. 

Sec.  52.  And  in  case  an  election  of  'directors  should  not  be 
made  on  the  day  when  the  same  should  have  been,  the  directors 
of  the  state  bank  shall  order  a  new  election,  and  the  directors  for 
the  time  being  shall  continue  to  hold  their  ofllices  until  such  elec- 
tion takes  place  and  their  successors  are  qualified. 

Sec  53.  No  failure  on  the  part  of  the  general  assembly  or  of 
the  branches  to  elect  directors  of  the  state  bank,  shall  be  consider- 
€n1  as  a  dissdotion  of  this  corporation,  but  the  directors  for  the 
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tioae  being  shaO  oontiauc  to  hold  and  exercise  their  oflioet  until 
their  successors  are  chosen  and  qualified. 

Sec.  54.  Said  directors  shall  have  power  to  regulate  and  con- 
trol the  dividends  of  profits,  so  that  the  capital  stock  shall  never 
be  diminished,  and  to  create  and  keep  up  a  surplus  fund  that  shall 
never  be  less  than  oce-sixteenth  of  the  capital  stock  in  each 
branch. 

Sec  55.  In  the  calculation  of  the  profits  previous  to  a  dividend, 
interest  then  unpaid,  although  due,  or  accrued  on  debts  owing  to 
any  branch,  shall  not  be  induded. 

Sec  56.  Dividends  of  profits  shall  be  declared  semi-annually. 

Sec  57.  They  shall  have  power  to  close  any  branch  which, 
after  the  first  year,  shall  not  yield  a  profit  of  six  per  cent  per  an- 
num  upon  the  capital  actually  paid  in,  and  the  same  may  be  pro- 
ceeded in  as  in  case  of  insolvency,  unless  the  discounts  shall  have 
been  limited  and  controlled  by  the  directors  of  the  state  bank,  so 
as  to  prevent  said  stock  from  yielding  such  profit. 

Sec.  58.  They  shall  cause  to  to  openied  and  kept  by  thehr 
clerks,  accounts  with  each  branch,  shewing  the  operations  of 
each,  and  keeping  constantly  in  view  their  business  aiKi  condition, 
which  shall  be  at  all  reasonable  times  open  to  the  inspection  of . 
any  stockholder,  and  of  any  person  authorized  by  the  legislature 
to  inspect  the  same* 

Sec  59.  They  shall  likewise  keep  a  record  of  all  their  pro- 
ceeding in  which  all  tlieir  orders,  votes  and  resolutions  shaU  be 
entered,  with  the  ayes  and  noes  on  all  questions,  which  slmll  be 
open  to  like  inspection. 

Sec.  60.  They  shall  apportion  the  salary  of  the  president  and 
all  other  oflicers,  agents,  and  directors  of  the  state  bank,  and  all 
other  general  expenses,  among  the  several  branches,  according  to 
the  amount  of  stock  in  each,  and  shall  have  power  to  demand  and 
receive  the  same. 

Sec  61.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  the  state  bank 
to  keep  and  preserve  the  original  books  of  subscription  of  stock, 
and  to  cause  to  be  returned  to  them  from  each  branch,  every  six 
months,  a  statement  of  all  transfers  of  stock  made  the  preceding 
six  months. 

Sec.  62.  They  ^all  also  procure  and  take  charge  of  the  plates 
on  whkd)  the  paper  of  said  bank  shall  be  printed,  and  shall  cause 
a  sufficient  amount  thereof  to  be  printed  from  time  to  time,  aa  oc- 
casion may  require. 

Sec  68.  They  shall  deliver  on  the  order  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  each  branch  an  amount  of  such  paper,  not  exceedii^  twice 
an  amount  of  the  capital  actually  paid  in  at  such  branch,  except 
when  more  shall  be  wanted  to  replace  that  which  may  have  been 
worn  out,  de&ced,  or  lost :  in  which  case  all  so  defaced  shall  be 
retnmed  to  said  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank  and  destroy- 
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ed;  and  they  shall  give  no  other  or  greater  amount  for  paper 
lost  than  they  shall  have  good  reason  to  believe  is  actually  lost  by 
circulation  or  otherwise. 

Sec.  64,  Five  directors,  with  the  president,  ^hall  be  necessary 
to  constitute  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business.  But  in  case 
of  sickness  or  absence  of  the  president,  his  place  maybe  supplied 
for  the  time  being  by  any  director  whom  the  board  may  ap- 
point. 

Sec.  65.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
state  bank,  in  the  first  week  of  the  session  of  the  general  assem- 
biy  in  each  year,  to  make  report  to  both  houses  ofthe  general  as- 
sembly of  the  affairs  and  business  of  said  bank  and  each  branch 
thereof,  setting  forth  in  regard  to  each, 

1st.  The  amount  of  available  funds  on  hand,  designating  each 
kind. 

2d.  The  amount  of  notes  discounted. 

3d.  The  amount  of  bills  of  exchange. 

4th.  The  amount  and  condition  of  the  surplus  fond. 

6th.  The  a.Tiount  of  notes  in  circulation. 

6th.  The  number  of  officers  and  servants,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  to  each. 

7tn.  The  amount  of  rents  paid,  if  any. 

8th.  The  value  of  houses  used  for  banking  purposes. 

9th.  The  value  of  other  real  estate,  and  whether  the  same  has 
been  regularly  offered  for  sale,  as  by  this  act  required. 

10th.  The  amount  of  debts  due  to  and  from  other  banks. 

11th.  All  such  other  matters  as  shall  by  them  be  deemed  ma- 
terial and  important,  or  shall  be  required  of  them  by  the  legisla- 
ture. A  like  report  shall  be  furnished  to  the  general  assembly 
by  the  board  of  directors  of  each  branch.  Such  report  mai'e  by 
the  directors  of  each  branch,  shall  contain  such  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  as  the  same  is  found  on  the 
third  Saturday  of  November,  in  each  yean  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

Sec.  66.  The  directors,  and  all  other  officers  and  agents  ofthe 
state  bank,  and  of  each  branch,  shall  severally,  before  they  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  make  oath  or  affirmation,  well  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  same. 

Sec.  67.  The  stockholders  of  each  branch  shall  by  balk>t  an- 
nually elect  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  ten  directors  for 
such  branch,  the  number  to  be  settled  by  the  directors  of  the  state 
bank ;  and  the  directors  of  the  state  bank  shall  appoint  three  di- 
fectors  for  each  branch :  such  branch  directors  shall  hold  their 
office  for  one  year,  and  until  their  successors  are  chosen  and  quali- 
fied. 

Sec.  68.  The  said  branch  directors,  at  their  first  meetiiig  after 
each  election,  shall  choose  one  of  their  number  to  be  prcmdent* 
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and  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  cashier  and  such  other  officers 
and  a^nts  as  they  may  deem  necessary*  whose  term  of  office 
and  whose  compensation,  together  with  the  president,  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  the  directors*  They  shall  also  have  power  to  fill  all 
vacancies  occurring  in  their  own  body,  except  in  those  appointed 
by  the  state  bank,  which  shall  be  filled  by  those  directors  of  the 
state  bank,  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  state. 

Sec.  69.  No  director  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  state 
bank  shall  be  chosen  more  than  twice  in  three  years. 

Sec.  70.  No  branch  director,  except  the  president,  shall  receive 
compensation  for  his  services,  unless  by  vote  of  the  stockhcld- 
era. 

Sec  71.  No  person  shall  be  elected  a  director  of  a  branch  by 
the  stockholders,  who  shall  be  in  arrear  to  such  branch,  nor  unless 
such  person  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  state,  and  a  stockholder 
owning  in  his  own  right,  and  not  in  trust,  at  least  five  shares  in 
such  branch.  But  in  case  there  should  not  be  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  stockholders  owning  five  shares  to  constitute  the  directory, 
they  may  be  elected  out  of  those  having  the  highest  number  of 
shares. 

Sec.  72.  If,  during  his  term  of  office,  any  director  shall  become 
in  arrear,  or  fail  in  business,  remove  from  the  state,  or  cease  to 
own  the  requisite  amount  of  stock,  or  otherwise  become  disquali- 
fied, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  directors  forthwith  to 
vacate  his  seat,  and  appoint  another  in  his  place. 

Sec.  73.  No  person  shall  be  a  director  in  more  than  one  branch 
at  the  same  time ;  nor  shall  two  or  more  partners  be  at  the  same 
time  directors  of  the  same  branch,  or  of  the  state  bank  and  a 
branch  thereof;  nor  shall  a  director  of  any  moneyed  corporation, 
having  power  to  discount  and  to  receive  deposites,  be  a  director 
of  any  branch. 

Sec.  74.  The  board  of  directors  of  each  branch  shall  have 
power  to  require  such  security  from  their  officers  and  agents,  for 
the  performance  of  their  duties,  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Sec  75.  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  make  report  of  their  business, 
and  condition  of  their  branch,  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  state 
bank,  once  in  each  month,  and  oftener,  if  thereto  required  by  said 
board,  setting  forth  all  the  particulars  required  in  their  reports  to 
the  legislature,  and  shall  also  send  oopies  of  their  monthly  reports 
to  each  branch. 

Sec.  76.  The  board  of  directors  of  each  branch  shall  keep  a 
book  or  books,  in  which  shall  be  entered  and  faithfully  recorded, 
a  journal  of  all  their  proceedings,  which  book  shall  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  all  the  stockholders,  at  all  regular  meetings  of  the 
same ;  and  also»  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  three  stock- 
holders, holding  together  in  their  owif  right,  twenty  shares  of 
stock,  on  appli<mtion  by  them  made  to  the  president  or  cashier. 
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Sec  77.  All  elections  b^  the  several  boards  of  directors  shall 
be  viva  voce»  and  recorded. 

S^.  78.  The  directors  of  each  branch  shall  have  power  to 
make  and  prescribe  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  as  they 
may  deem  needful,  touching, 

1st.  The  government  of  their  respective  branches,  and  the  man* 
agement  and  disposition  of  its  stock,  business,  property,  estate 
and  effects ; 

2d.  The  time,  manner,  and  terms  upon  which  discounts  aad 
deposites  shall  be  made  and  received  in  and  by  the  same ; 

3d.  The  duties  and  conduct  of  the  officers,  clerks  and  servants 
employed  by  the  same,  and 

4th*  All  such  matters  as  may  appertain  to  the  concerns  of  said 
branch : 

Subject  to  the  control  of  the  directors  of  the  state  bank  in  the 
cases  and  according  to  the  powers  herein  given  to  the  directors 
of  the  said  state  bank. 

Sec.  79.  In  the  management  of  their  business  the  board  of  di- 
rectors shall  observe  the  following  rules : 

1st.  No  branch  shall  loan  money  on  the  security  of  its  own 
slock. 

2d.  No  persons  shall  be  accommodated  with  a  loan  while  in 
arrear  for  stock,  for  interest,  or  for  loans  had  either  on  his  own  ac- 
count or  as  security  for  others,  and  then  due,  unless  the  sums  so 
due  be  retained  and  first  paid  out  of  such  loan. 

3d.  In  the  renewal  of  notes,  the  security  shall  never  be  les- 
sened. 

4th.  No  director  shall  be  allowed  to  borrow  out  of  bank  on  any 
other  than  the  usual  banking  terms. 

5th.  The  president}  cashier  and  directors  for  the  time  being,  of 
any  branch*  or  of  the  state  bank,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  en- 
dorse for  each  other.  Nor  shall  they  vote  on  questions  in  which 
they  are  interested. 

6th.  On  all  applications  for  loans  of  five  hundred  dollars  or 
upwards,  there  shall  be  five  concurring  votes  out  of  seven*  and 
so  on  in  proportion,  if  any  greater  number  is  present ;  and  if  any 
such  application  is  granted,  the  ayes  and  noes  shall  be  entered  in 
the  minutes  of  the  board. 

7th.  No  corporation  of  any  description  shall,  at  any  one  tiaWt 
be  permitted  to  be  indebted,  at  one  branch,  in  a  greater  sum  than 
five  thousand  dollars,  for  moneys  loaned,  unless  by  permission  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank. 

8th.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  directors  of  each 
branch,  as  often  as  once  in  three  months,  to  cause  a  strict  exam- 
iBttion  to  be  made  of  the  accounts  of  the  cashier,  and  a  full  and 
complete  settlement  thereof;  and  a  full  statement  thereof  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journals  of  the  proceedings  of  said  board. 
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IMk  No  penoM  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  dividend  ot 
profits  on  stock  owned,  while  indebted  to  said  bank  for  any  debt 
or  demand  then  due  and  payable,  but  the  same  shall  be  placed  to 
his  credit  until  such  debt  or  demand  is  paid* 

10th.  Seven  members  shall  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  board 
kf  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  80.  Every  officer,  agent  or  clerk  of  said  bank  or  branch- 
es, who  AM  wilfully  and  knowingly  subscribe  or  make  false 
statements  or  false  entries  in  the  books  of  such  bank  or  any  branch, 
or  shall  wilfully  and  knowingly  subscribe  or  exhibit  false  papers 
with  the  intent  to  deceive  any  person  authorized  to  examine  or 
inquire  as  to  the  condition  of  said  corporation,  or  shall  wilfully 
and  knowindy  subscribe  or  make  false  reports,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  fcKHiy,  and  shall  he  subjected  to  imprisonment  at  hard 
hbor  in  the  state  prison,  for  ^uch  term  of  years  as  the  jury  trying 
the  case  may  think  proper,  and  likewise  any  commissioner  or  ex« 
aminer  wilfully  or  knowingly  subscribing  or  making  any  false  re* 
port,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  subjected  to  like 
penalties. 

Sec  81.  Any  officer,  agent,  or  clerk,  employed  in  said  bank  or 
any  branch,  who  shall  embezzle  or  appropriate  the  property  or 
funds  of  said  bank,  or  any  branch,  with  the  intent  to  cheat  and 
defraud  the  same,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony  and  punished 
in  like  manner. 

Sec  82.  The  capital  stock  of  said  bank  shall  be  one  million 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  one 
half  thereof  to  be  subscribed  for  and  owned  by  the  state  of  Indi<> 
ana,  and  the  other  half  by  individuals  or  corporations. 

Sec  83.  The  said  capital  stock  shall  be  equally  divided  among 
the  several  branches  hereby  created,  making  the  sum  of  one  hun* 
dred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  at  each  branch,  and  if  at  any  time 
that  amount  cannot  be  profitably  used  in  any  branch,  the  direc- 
tors  of  the  state  bank  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  directors  of 
such  branch,  may  withdraw  such  portion  of  the  state  capital  as 
cannot  be  profitably  employed  in  said  branch,  and  place  it  in  such 
of  the  other  branches  as  can  most  advantageously  use  the  same, 
and  such  portion,  when  placed  in  a  brancl^  shall,  for  the  time  it 
shall  remain  therein,  be  considered  as  so  much  of  an  addition  to 
its  capital,  and  it  may  govern  its  operations  accordingly ;  and  the 
branch  from  which  such  state  stock  is  taken,  shall  be  regulated 
in  its  operations  [accordmg]  to  its  remaining  capital:  and  the  di- 
rectors of  the  state  bank  may,  when  they  deem  it  expedient,  with« 
draw  soch  portion  of  the  state  stock  from  any  branch,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  replaced  as  state  stock  in  the  branch  from  which 
It  shall  have  be^  taken,  or  in  any  new  branch  that  shall  be  orga- 
nizedy  or  in  any  of  the  other  branches. 

Sec.  84.  Tne  directors  of  the  state  bank,  after  giving  thirty 
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days*  notice  in  all  the  newspapers  of  this  state*  shall  caHise  to  be 
opened  books  for  the  subscription  of^stock  at  such  places  within 
the  districts  aforesaid  as  they  may  designate  for  the  locatiofi  of 
branches,  under  the  direction  of  three  commissioners,  whom  they 
shall  appoint.  Said  books  to  be  kept  open  between  the  hours  of 
nine  and  twelve  o'clock  A.  M.  of  each  day,  for  the  space  of  thirty 
days. 

Sec.  85.  If  stock  to  the  amount  of  eighty  thousand  dollars 
shall  be  subscribed  within  said  time  for  either  of  the  branches 
aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  having 
charge  of  the  subscription  books,  to  examine  as  to  the  respoosi* 
bility  of  the  subscribers  for  the  stock,  and  if  by  them  deemed  re- 
sponsible, or  not,  to  make  their  report  acxx>rdingly  in  writing  under 
their  signatures,  to  the  directors  of  the  state  bank,  without  delay. 

Sec.  86.  If,  on  closing  the  books  at  any  of  said  places,  it  shall 
be  found  that  more  than  eighty  thousand  dollars  have  been  sub- 
scribed for  any  branch,  the  excess  shall  be  taken  first  from  suck 
as  reside  out  of  this  state ;  then  from  corporations,  and  should 
there  still  be  an  excess,  the  same  shall  be  taken  in  proportion 
from  the  subscriptions  over  five  hundred  dollars,  until  all  are  re- 
duced to  that  amount,  then  from  all  equally,  until  the  whole 
amount  shall  not  exceed  eighty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec  87.  If  a  sufficient  amount  of  stock  shall  be  subscribed  for 
by  responsible  persons  at  any  of  the  branches,  it  shall  be  the  duly 
of  the  state  bank  directors,  as  soon  as  they  can  ascertain  when 
said  branches  can  be  furnished  with  the  capital  on  the  state  stodt 
in  said  branches,  to  give  notice  to  the  subscribers  for  stock,  of  the 
time  when  the  first  payment  on  their  stock  shall  be  made^  which 
notice  shall  be  by  publication  in  the  nearest  newspaper  to  each 
branch,  sixty  days  before  any  payment  shall  be  required  to  be 
made. 

Sec.  88.  The  directors  of  the  state  bank  at  the  time  of  giving 
the  notice  as  to  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  on  the  stock, 
shall  also,  in  like  manner*  give  notice,  that  an  election  will  be  bekl 
on  the  day  succeeding  that  appointed  for  the  payment  of  the  stock, 
between  the  hours  of  ten  A.  M.  and  four  o'clock  P.  M.  of  said 
day,  at  some  public  place,  at  the  point  where  the  branches  shall 
be  located,  for  the  election  of  directors  on  the  part  of  the  stock- 
holders in  their  respective  branches. 

Sec.  89.  In  case  of  failure,  on  the  part  of  any  subscribers  for 
said  stock  to  meet  the  first  instalment,  the  commissioners  having 
in  charge  the  subscription  books  for  stock,  shall  imnoediately  re- 
open said  books  and  keep  the  same  open  for  the  space  of  twelve 
hours,  for  the  purpose  of  permittinj^  subscriptions  for  such  share 
or  shares  on  which  payment  has  billed  to  be  made ;  and  should 
there  be  more  subscribers  than  there  are  shares  to  be  subscribed 
for,  preference  shall  be  given  to  such  as  are  not  hddera  of  abavesr 
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tiiid  dio  flhuM  fkM  he  oquftlly  diftdbuted  ftmootf  iko  t^vmAog 
•ufaacribenit  and  if  the  mmbor  of  subscribers  iholl  still  mor^  ihto 
equal  the  numbed  of  shares  to  be  taken,  those  who  shnll  hava 
shares  shall  be  decided  by  bt»  under  the  directiou  of  said  oom^ 
missiooers. 

Sec  90.  The  subscribers  for  stock  at  each  of  the  braoehes 
aball»  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  president  and  directors  of  tbe 
state  baoky  pay,  in  specie,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  doUars  to 
the  oommiasioiiers  havioff  charge  of  the  stock  subscriptbn  books 
fix*  the  respective  branches,  as  the  first  payment  on  their  stock ; 
and  the  residue  of  said  stock  shall  be  paid  in  specie,  in  two  e^orf 
aonual  ioataloients ;  and  eilch  iresident  stockhokier  in  said  braooh^ 
es  shall  have  the  right  of  having  the  instalments  that  shall  become 
due  OD  his  stock  paid  for  by  the  state  of  Indiana,  in  specie,  to  the 
proper  branch, /Upon  securing  the  amount  of  the  same  to  the  state, 
to  be  paid  oo  or  before  the  expiration  of  nineteen  years  from  the 
year  eigfateeo  .hundred  and  thirty*fouf,  with  interest  thereon  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  anaum,  payable  semi^onaally,  bjr 
girtf^  a  bond  and  mortgage  on  the  fee  simple  of  unincuotfbered 
real  estate,  the  fair  cash  value  of  which  shall  be  (eiolosive  of 
perishable  improvements,)  at  least  equal  to  twice  the  aruonirf  of 
BQch  loan.  The  said  bopd  aad  rnortgage  to  be  taken  wi  the  aMm** 
ner  and  sutject  to  the  provisions  hereinafter  specified. 

Sec  91.  As  soon  as  the  stock  shall  have  been  su(>scribed  and 
paid  for,  at  any  of  the  brapches  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  doty 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank  to  subscribe  for 
eighty  thousand  ddlars  of  stock  in  such  branch,  on  the  part  of 
the  state  ;  of  which  fifty  ihousibid  dollars^  in  specie,  shaU  be  |iai4 
by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank  to  such  bra1)oli| 
at  the  orst.general  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  th^  stale 
bank  after  the  orcanization  of  the  board  of  directors  of  any  sooh 
braaeh ;  and  at  the  same  tioie,  the  president  and  directors  of  thor 
state  bank  shall  give  to  the  presklent  and  directors  of  the  blraodh 
an  order  on  the  commissioners  ibr  the  subscriptioa  of  stock,  for 
the  paym^it  of  the  thirty  thoosand  doUars  paid  on  the  stock  ef 
saui  branch.  And  the  residue  of  the  state  stock  shall  be  paid  iir 
like  manner,  io  two  equal  aodual  instalments  from  the  time  of 
said  general  meeting  of  the  presklent  and  diiectors  of  the  s^Mo' 
hank. 

Sec  02.  When  the  [H^aideet  and  directors  of  the  state  bank 
and  branches  shall  have  been  qualified  by  taking  their  oath  or 
affirauUion  of  office,  and  shall  have  oivanized  themselves,  and  in- 
farmed  the  governor  of  the  state  that  U)e  state  bank  aioti  branobct 
are  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  business  i>f  banking,  he  shall,,  b^ 
prodamalioo^  authorize  saij  state  bank  and  branches  io  eon^ 
memce  their  faanking  operatkns. 

Sec*  93.  At  the  first  gaoeral  aieeting  of  the  bank  directDnrof" 
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the  state  bank,  the^r  shall  deliver  to  the  presidsDt  and  directors  of 
each  branch  the  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  for  the  sinne,  to- 
oetfaer  with  the  bills,  notes,  checks,  books  and  papers  provided 
m  such  branch,  taking  the  necessary  receipts  therefor ;  and  also 
for  the  amount  of  stock,  paid  on  the  part  of  the  slate,  in  soch 
branch,  a  duplicate  of  which  receipts  shall  be  filed  by  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  the  state  bank,  in  the  office  of  the  treasurer 
ofitate. 

Sec.  M^  Should  any  failure  of  payn^nt  on  the  firsts  or  any 
subsequent  instalment,  take  place- on  the  part  of  any  subscribers 
for  sskI  stock,  then  and  in  such  case,  the  party  failing  shall  forfeit 
and  pay,  if  for  the  first  instalment,  the  sum  of  teu  dollars  per 
share,  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bsnk,  to  be  re* 
covered  by  antiotion  of  debt ;  and  in  case  of  a  feilure  to  pay  any 
wibsequent  instalment  at  the  time  required  by  this  diarter,'tte 
president  and  directors  of  the  branch  shall  be  at  liberty  to  sdt 
and  transfer  any  such  share  or  shares  of  stock  at  pobKc  auction^ 
after  givk^  ten  days'  notice  thereof  in  writing,  put  up  at  the  door 
of  said  branch  bank;  and  any  surplus. remaining,  after  paying  the 
amount  due  and  incidental  charges,  with  the  ten  per  cent  on  the 
amount  paid  on  such  share  or  shares  on  which  such  instalment 
shail  be  due,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  soch 
stock  previous  to  the  sale  thereof ;  and,  if  the  same  cannot  be 
sold  for  sufficient  to  pay  up  the  instalment  then  due  thereon,  the 
same  shall  be  forfeited  and  become  the  property  of  the  proper 
bn^nch. 

Sec  95.  The  dividends  declared  by  the  directors  of  the  state 
bank,  on  the  state  stock,  and  on  such  portions  of  the  stock  bek>ng-» 
i&g  to  the  other  stockholders  who  have  had  their  stock  paid  for 
through  the  medium  of  the  state  loan,  and  which  shall  not  have 
been  paid  for  by  such  stockholders,  shall  be  paid  by  the  directors 
of  the  state  bank  and  branches  to  the  board  of  commissioners  of 
Ae  sinking  fund,  and  not  otherwise,  unless  upon  the  written  in* 
structions  of  the  board  to  that  effect.  And;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  directors  of  the  state  bank  to  ascertain,  at  the  times  of  making 
their  dividends,  the  amount  due  of  the  loan  on  the  part  of  the 
state,  to  such  stockholder,  and  declare  the  dividend  thereon  ac* 
oprdingly  ;  and  the  dividends  accruing  on  the  stock,  or  such  por* 
tions  of  the  stock  as  shall  not  be  required  to  be  paid  to  said  board, 
shall  be  paid,  on  demand,  to  the  holders  thereof  respectively,  ex- 
cept in  cases  expressly  provided  by  this  charter. 

Sec.  96.  In  case  the  amount  of  such  dividend  on  individual 
stock  so  herein  provided  to  be  paid  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
sinking  fund  shail  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  due  from 
the  owner  of  such  stock  for  the  money  so  loaned  to  him  by  the 
state,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said  commissioners  to  demand 
and  Deceive  of  said  bank  a  sufficient  sum  from  the  dividends  doe 
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^on  theivsidue  oC  the  stock  of  such  owner,  as  will  pay  the  balance 
of  such  imereet 

Sec.  97.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  bank  or  any  branch  to 
discount  or  receive  any  note  or  other  evidence  of  debt  in  payment 
of  any  inalalmeot  due»  or  to  becon)e  due  on  any  shares  of  its  stock, 
or  with  the  intf  nt  of  providing  the  means  of  making  such  pay- 
ment, or  to  receive  or  discount  any  note  or  evidence  of  debt, 
with  the  intent  of  enabling  any  stooknolder  to  withdraw  any  part 
of  the  money  paid  in  by  him  on  his  stock :  nor  shall  said  bank  or 
any  branch  make  any  loan  of  its  specie,  or  discount  or  receive 
toy  note  or  other  evidence  of  debt  for  the  purpose  or  furoehing 
means  for  any  new  branch  to  organize,  or  to  enable  any  subsoii'^ 
bet  for,  or  holder  of  shares  of  Xhd  stock  of  any  branch,  to  tnake 
paymentof  any  instalment  dpe  thereon.  t 

Sec.  98.  It  stball  not  be  lawful  for  said  bank  and  branches  at 
any  time  to  have  a  greater  amount  of  debts  due  to  said  bank  ami 
hranches^  than  twice  tlie  amgunt  of  the  capital  stock  actually 
paid  in ;  no^  shall  said  bank  and  branches  owe  or  be  Indebted  io 
a  larger  sum  than  twice  the  amount  of  its  capital  paid  in,  exclu- 
sive of  suois  due  on  deposites ;  nor  shall  anv  branch  at  any  time 
have  due  or  owitig  to  it,  or  be  indebted,  ekcfusive  of  deposites,  ia 
a^arger  sum  than  twice  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  aotualty 
paid  in,  without  express  permission  from  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  state  bank ;  and  such  permission  shall  only  be  given  inca<- 
-aes  where  one  branch  shall  loan  to  another  branch  part,  of  its 
lands,  to  be  used  for  a  definite  time^  and  such  permission  simA 
only  extend  to  such  period  of  time ;  and  in  case  of  excess,  the 
directors  under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liai* 
ble  for  the  same  in  their,  individual  and  private  capacities,  in  mi 
feu^on  6f  debt  against  them  or  any  of  tbem,  in  a  court  con^petent 
ta  try  the  same,  by  any  of  the  creditors  of  said  bank  or  the  hank 
itself;  aod'  may  be  prosecuted  to  jpdgment  and  execution,  anf 
condiUoDt  covenant  or  agreement  to  tl^  contrary  notwithstanding: 
but  tUs  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  bank,  pr  the 
lands,  tenements,  goods,  chattels,  money  or  effects  of  the  sslme, 
from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chaiigeable  with  such  excess.  And 
any  director  or  directors  who  may  be  absent  when  suchexcesf 
is  created,  or  contracted,  or  who  niiay  have  dissented  from  the  re- 
solution or  act,  whereby  the  same  was  created  or  contracted,  may 
Tespectively  exonerate  themselves  from  being  so  liable,  by  oaus^ 
ii^or  requesting,  in  writing,  at  the  time,  his  or  their  dissent  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  board,  and  by  forthwith  givir^  no- 
•  lice  of  his  or  their  absence  or  dissent  to  the  governor  of  the  states 
and  to  the  stockholders,  by  giving  notice  thereof  in  some  newspa- 
per puU^hed  near  said  bank  or  branch. 

Sec.  99.  Every  director  not  present  at  the  meeting  when  such 
excess  shall  be  created   or  contracted^  shall,  nevertheless^  be 
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deemed  to  have  t)een  cohcerned  therein,  if  theft^mfe  shsH  appear 
oh  the  books  of  the  board,  and  he  remain  a  director  for  six  months 
thet-eafter,  and  does  not  within  that  time  give  notice  of  the  same, 
as  required  in  the  preceding  section. 

Sec.  100.  The  insoketacy  of  said  bank  or  [anyj  branch  shall 
b^  dedffied  fraudulent,  unless  its  affiiirs  shall  appear,  upon  hivcsti- 
^tion,  to  have  been  fairly  and  legally  administered,  and  geneniMy 
with  the  same  care  and  diligence  that  agents,  receiving  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  are  bound  by  law  to  observe^  and  it  shall 
be  ineumbent  on  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  bank,  or 
jiny  branch,  should  the  $ame  become  insolvent,  to  repel  by  proof 
die  presumption  of  fraud. 

Set:.  101.  Incase  of  the  frau({tilent  insolvency  of  saM  bank  or 
any  branch,  the  pre$idenl  and  diieclors  of  said  bank  or  brftndi^ 
k^specitvely,  by  whose  acts  or  omissions  the  insolvency  was 
wwJIy  or  in  part  occasioned,  and  whether  then  in  office  or  not, 
sNall  each  be  habte,in  the  iBrst  instance,  to  the  cr^itors  and  stocV 
Jiolders  of  the  said  bank  or  branch,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  "for 
{lis  proporHonal  sliare  of  their  respective  losses;  the  proportion 
to  be  aeoeruined  by  dividing  the  whole  loss  among  the  whole 
Rumbar  of  directors  liable  $  and  if  any  such  president  or  director 
shall  be  unable^  by  reason  of  being  insolvent,  or  for  any  nfiher 
caufiie,  to  pay  his  proportional  pert  of  such  loss,  then  the  residue 
of  sajd  loss  shall  he  borne  and  paid  in  equal  parts  by  the  remain- 
ing directors  liable  as  aforesaid,  until  the  whole  loss  shall  be  re^ 
ki^niraed.  or  the  whole  property,  rights,  crredits  andeflectsof  eadi 
0f  said  directors  shall  have  been  exhausted  towards  the  payment 
of  suchr  loss ;  but  this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  diminish 
tl|e  liability  of  direetors  as  before  declared. 

Sea  102.  If  the  moneys  ren>aining  due  to  the  creditors  of  said 
W4^  or  any  branch,  whose  insolvency  shall  be  adjudged  fraudu- 
llMit,  after 'dfiWribution  of  its  effects,  and  after  the  property,  rights, 
IH^ts  and  efl^ts  of  the  president  and  directors  of  such  msolvent 
Ibapk  or  brandi  shall  have  been  exhausted,  sh^ll  not  be  paid  by 
ihe'Stookholders,  the  deficiehcy  shall  be  made  good  by  the  contri- 
Inations  of  the  stockholders  of  the  branch  burning  insolvent. 
Tht^  whole  amount  of  the  deficiency  shall  be  asseSsed  on  the 
wh<rf^  number  of  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  branch,  and 
the  Btfm  peoessary  to  be  paid  on  eetcU  share  shall  then  be  ascer- 
tair»ed,  and  each  stockholder  shall  be  liable  for  the  sum  asseraed 
^  the  number  of  shares  hekJ  by  him,  not  exceeding  the  nomaml 
amount  of  such  shares,  in  addition  to  the  sums  paid,  or  which  he 
may  be  liable  to  pay,  on  account  of  those  shares ;  but,  before  such 
oontfibutiop  shall  be  required,  or  assessment  made,  on  any  shares 
where  the  whole  stock  had  been  paid,  the  instalments  unpaid  on 
aby  d^res  ahall  be  required  to  be  paid  up,  and  the  estimate  of  the 
deheiency  made  according. 
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9m.  W6.  Fw  the  purpdte  of  providiiiK  funds  oo  die  nirt  of 
tk&  sfttte  to  fMy  her  iubtfcripdon  of  stock  in  said  bank*  and  afEbrd 
to  her  ^(isens,  %vho  may  beNsome  stookholdiers  thereiot  the  ability 
€f  paying  up  their  second  tind  third  instalments  of  stock,  the  com* 
missioDers  vf  the  canal  fund  are  herebv  authorized  and  directed 
to  ccmtract,  on  the  part  of  this  state,  a  loan  of  one  million  three 
haiidred  tbousiind  dollars,  ^r  so  much  thereof  asvhall  be  required 
ibr  the  purposes  of  this  act,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
five  per  oeivt  per  annum,  redeemable  after  twenty,  and  within 
d»rty  yeai^,  at  the  pleaeure  of  the  state — ^for  the  payment  of 
wliich,  and  the  interest  thereon,  at  such  time  and  place  as  agreed 
npoo,  the  faith  of  the  statd  is  hereby  irrevocably  pledged.  Pre- 
vioasly,  howeirer,  to  said  Aind  commissiQUers  performing  anv 
AoHies  by  this  section  provided^  they  shall  enter  into  bon(^  with 
good  security,  in  a  penalty  to  be  fixed  by  the  treasurer  of  state, 

Eyabie  to  the  slate  of  ImUaoa,  conditioned  well  and  truly  to  per- 
in  the  trust  t^eposed  in  them,  and  to  pay  OTor  nil  moneys  (o  the 
prosident  and  ^tfirectors  of  the  state  bank  of  Indiana^  whiph  th^ 
may  reoeive,  on  account  of  any  <tontract  or  leans  mluie  by  them, 
«i  behalf  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state,  bank  of  In- 
<£ana,  which  bond  tiM  be  approved  by  the  treasurer  of  state, 
and  when  ee  approved,  it  shatl  be  his  duty  to  cause  it  to  be  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec  104  Said  loan  shal(  be  so  negotiated  from  time  to  thne, 
as  to  be  drawn  for  by  instalments  as  follows :  not  exceeding  five 
lumdred  thousand  dollars,  when  the  said  bank  siiall  be  ready  to 
receive  liie  same  for  busmess,  and  the  residue  in  two  annual  pay«^ 
HMMs  thereafter ;  such  ffistidments  to  be  varied  in  amount  to 
adit  the  nvmber  oif  branches  that  shall  organise  ilnder  the  provi^ 
mans  of  this  aeti 

Sec  105;  The  said  commissionersy  or  a  majori^rof  them,  shaH 
haive  power  to  issue  bonds  for  said  loan  exeooted  by  tliem,  paya- 
ble to  order  or  bearer,  copies  of  whksh  bonds  shall  be  fiM  in  the 
effioe  of  4he  secretary  irf*  stale. 

Sec  106.  Said  ooinnnissionerB  AM  receive  the  saine  per  diem 
compensation  for  their  services  herein,  as  now  allowed  thens, 
idso  their  expenses  lobe  adjusted  by  the  directors  btthe  state 
aiRiK. 

Sec  107.  Said  fond  oommisBlonera  shall  make  report  (o  the 
aweral  assembhr  feNy  if  their  proceedings  herein ;  they  shall 
Wep  a  record  of  their  fiyooeedings ;  ^11  pay  over  the  said  loan 
on  the  order  of  tkm  presiSdent  and  directora  of  the  state  bank,  and 
take  and  preserve  all  pniper  drafts  and  vouchers  therefor. 

See.  \m.  That  it  shaH  be  lawfd  for  the  general  assembly,  by 
tod  with  the  eonsrot  of  fhe  president  and  directors  of  the  state 
baidc,  aad  of  ^e  president  and  directors  of  each  hraacfa*  and  not 
otherwise,  to  make  such  amendments  and  alterations  in  this  char- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


158  HOUSE  DOCUMENTa 

ter  as  may  be  found  expedient :  PropUMf  That  said  bnk  or  any 
of  hs  branches,  shall  not  be  authorized  by  any  sooh  ameodment 
to  suspend  or  refuse  the  payment  of  specie  for  its  notes,  bills  or 
obligations4  or  for  any  moneys  received  upon  depositee  and  that 
no  such  amendment  shall  be  made,  the  faith  of  the  state  is  hereby 
pledged  to  the  creditors  of  said  bank  and  branches. 

Sec.  109.  The  state  reserves  the  povirer  of  making  {>rovi8ioo 
hereafter  for  the  investment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  col- 
lege lands,  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  township  schools,  and  aa* 
line  reservations,  and  such  other  corporate  or  state  funds  which 
may  be  deemed  expedient*  as  stock  in  said  bank,  under  ^uch  regu- 
lations as  will  secure  the  safety  of  the  same,  and  make  them  more 
productive,  and  guard  the  rights  of  those  concerned. 

Sec.  110.  That  the  presi&nt  and  directors  of  the  state  haaokt 
first  elected  by  the  state,  shall  have  power  to  organize  themselves 
as  a  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank,  by  Uking  the  oath  or 
affirmation  and  giving  bonds  as  herein  requirod*  andshall,  whenso 
organized,  have  power  to  open  or  cause  to  be  opened,  the  booka 
of  subscription,  and  locate  and  organize  the  branches,  herein  auk 
thorked,  to  procure  plates,  andx^ause  paper  to  be  struck,  and  to 
do  and  perform  all  those  things  requisite  and  necessary  to  put  tbe 
said  branches  in  operation,  any  thing  in  the  sixty-fourth  section  of 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  111.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  bank,  after 
the  first  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty -seven,  to  discount, 
loan  money,  or  do  any  other  banking  business,  and  all  the  power 
herein  conferred  shall  cease,  except  those  incidental  and  necessary 
to  collect  and  close  up  its  business.  And  the  general  assembly 
hereby  retains  the  power  at  any  time  after  the  said  first  [of  1  Ja* 
nuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  to  establish  a  new  oank 
and  branches,  notwithstanding  the  privilege  herein  conferred. 

Sec.  112.  This  QCt  shall  be.  taken  and  received  in  all  courts^ 
and  by  all  judges  and  magistrates,  and  other  persons,  as  a  public 
act ;  and  all  printed  copies  of  the  same,  which  shall  be  printed  by 
or  under  the  authority  of  the  general  assembly,  ehall  be  admitteid 
as  good  evidence  thereof,  without  any  other  proof  whatever.    . 

Sec  113.  There  shall  be  created  a  fund,  to  be  called  tbe  sink- 
ing fund,  which  shall  consist  of  all  unapplied  balances  of  the  loaii 
or  loans  procured  on  the  part  of  the  state  for  its  stock  in  the  state 
bank,  or  for  the  purpose  of  being  loaned  to  stockholders  to  ena- 
ble them  to  meet  their  stock  instalments  in  the  bank ;  the  aeou- 
annual  payments  of  interest  on  the  state  loans  to  stockholderst 
and  the  sums  that  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  said  loans,  the 
dividends  that  shall  be  declared  and  paid  by  the  state  bank  on 
4he  state  stock,  and  the  dividends  accruing  on  such  portions  of 
the  stock  belongii^  to  the  other  stockholders,^  as  s^II  have,  been 
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pod  for  by  the  loaa  on  the  part  of  the  state,  aml>  which  shsjl  not 
have  been  reraid  by  such  stockholders* 

Sec  lrl4.  The  principal  and  interest'of  .said  sinking  fund  shall 
be  reserved  and  ^et  apart  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  and  pay- 
ing off  the  loan  or  loans^  and  the  interest  thereon,  that  shall  be 
negotiated  on  the.  part  ot  the  atate  for  the  payment  of  its  stock  in 
the  stale  bank,  and  the  second  and  third  itistalments  on  the  shades 
of  the  other  stockholders  in  said  bank,  and  shall  not  be  expended 
ibr  any  other  purpose,  until  said  loan  or  loans,  and  the  interest 
thereon,  and  incideotal  expenses,  shall  have  been  fully  paid,  and 
after  the  payment  of  said  ioan  or  loans,  the  interest  and  expenses, 
the  residue  ^f  siud  fund  shall  be  a  permanent  fund,  and  appropri- 
ated to  the  caose  of  common  school  eduoation  in  such  manner 
as  the  general  assembly  shall  hereafter  direct. 

Sec.  115.  The  president  and  directors,  on  the  part  of  the  state, 
of  the  state  bank,  shall  eonstitute  a  standing  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  the  ^sinking  fund,  and  the  president  of  said  bank  shall 
be  the  president  of  the  boerd,  and  the  cashier  of  said  bank  shall 
be  the  derk  of  said  board.  They  shall  have  the  superintendence 
and  management  of  said  fund  under  such  povTers  and  restrictions 
aa  aie  conferred  or  imposed  by  this  act,  or  the  legislature  from 
time  to-  tinne shall,  prescribe.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to 
loan  all  moneys  belonging  to  said  fund,  and  examine  the  title  to 
all  real  estate  mortgaged  to  the  state-to  secure  the  loans  made  by 
the  mate  to  the  stocSlmidera  in  the  stale  bank,  and  the  loans,  u.'stde 
by  said  board  of  moneys  belonging  to  said  fund ;  to  ascertain  and 
determine  the  value  of  such  reab estate;  to  take  the  necessary 
bonds  and  mortgages  to  secure  the  payment  of  any  such  loaiu 
and  the  interest  thereon ;  to  receive  and  coUect  the  amount  due  of 
the  principal  or  interest  of  any  such  loans  rand  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  title  to  veal  estate,  fixing  the  value  thereof  and  the 
amount  for  which  it  is  to  be  nxurtgaged,  the  amount  of  the  loan, 
its  duration  and  rate  of  interest^  the  nature  of  the  mortga^, 
the  restoring,  cancelling,  or  foreclosing  thereof;  and  in  tne 
making  and  collecting  any  of  said  loans,  with  the  interest  thereon, 
the  said  board  shall  be  governed  in  all  respects. by  the  provisions 
of  the  several  acts  authorizing  the  loaning  of  the  seminary  funds; 
except  oo  loans  made  by  the  state  to  stockholders  in  the  state 
bank,  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interesi 
oC  said  loaBs  shall  be  regulated  by  this  charter.  The  said  board 
shall  receive  and  coUect  from  the  state  bank  the  semi-annual  divi^ 
dend  that  shall  be  declared  on  the  state  stock,  a^d  on  such  por- 
tions of  the  stock  of  other  stockholders  as  shall  have  been  paid  for 
through  the  medium  of  tlie  state  loab,  and  which  shall  not  have 
been  repaid  by  such  stockholders  to  said  board. 

Sec.  116.  ]^  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  see  that  the  in- 
terest is  proiaptly  paid  on  the  state  loan  or  krans  made  fiur  the 
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payment  of  its  stock,  or  that  of  the  other  stookhoMers,  in  thcf  ^mH 
hank ;  and  for  this  purpose,  they  shall  have  the  right  to  ooromaiHl 
the  services  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank,  free 
of  charge,  to  pay  the  same ;  and  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  said  bank 
to  pay  said  interest  on. said  loan  or  loans,  when  required  by  said 
board,  the  said  bank  to  be  reimbursed;  for  the  amount  of  inteiQat 
4ius  paidy  by  said  board,  and  all  exchange  and  expenses  actually 
incurred*: 

Sec«  117.  Said  board  shaH  make  all  aeoeeaary  arrangemeiito 
for  meeting  any  legal  charges  or  requisitiona  oo  said  madt  and 
pay  and  discharge  the  same  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  k^« 
They  shall  keep  in  a  book,  to  be  provkied  for  that  purpose,  fiill 
aceoaots  of  all  their  acts  and  prooeedinga,  and  an  acoouiU  shall 
be  kept  showing  in  detail  the  receipts,  loans,  and  disburaemenls 
of  said  fund  ;  separate  books  shall  be  kept,  m  which  shall  be  ea- 
tered  the  amount  of  the  receipts  of  dividends  on  the  state  stock 
in  the  bank,  aud  on  account  of  each  stockholder  that  is  required 
to  be  paid  to  said  board  ;  and  after  the  payment  of  the  iaunesi 
due  CO  the  loan  of  any  such  stockholder  to  the  state*  out  of  said 
dividends;  or  otherwise,  the  residue  of  such  dividcods^hall  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  his  loan,  and  shall  be  credited  on  his 
bond  and  mortgage  by  said  board ;  and  wlien  sudi  bond  and 
mortgage  shall  be  satisfied  by  said  dividends,  or.  other wise^  the 
same  shall  be  canedled«  and  (be  bank  dividendsim  the  stock  of 
such  stockhoMer  shall  not  be  paid  to  said  boards  but  to  the  owner 
of  said  stock. 

Sec  118.  The  said  board  shall  annually  report  to  the  IcfpdtL* 
ture,  during  the  first  week  of  its  session,  giving  a  fill!  and  d^uied 
statement  of  the  operations  and  situation  of  nid  &nd. 

Sec.  1 19.  The  president  and  commissioaers  of  said  board,  the 
clerk  and  all  its  i^nts,  shall  each,  before  entering  on  theirdutie^ 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  faiihitkly  to  discharge  the  duties  «•» 
s^ned  ihem,  a  certified  oopy  of  which  shall  be  filed  in^he  offiee 
<^the  treasurer  of  state.  The  said  president,  commi8SMiDen«  aod 
clerk,  shall  severally  give  a  bond  to  the  state  of  Indiana^  with 
such  securities  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  governor^  to  tke 
sum  ot*  fifty  thousand  dollars,  eoq<fitioned  for  the  fottbiul  peifor- 
maoce  of  the  duties  of  thehr  <rf{ice,  the  amount  of  whieh  boads 
may  be  enlarged  from  tinr>e  to  time,  or  one  or  more  additiooal 
bonds  required,  as  the  l^islature  may  require,  whioii  bonds 
shall  also  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  state. 

Sec.  1120.  The  said  commissbners,  for  each  and  every  <lay 
they  may  be  necessarily  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  doties 
of  their  office,  shall  each  be  allowed  two  dollars  per  day :  and 
they  shall  make  such  allowance  for  the  services  oif  their  chsfa 
and  agents  as  shall  be  a  fair  and  reasonable  compensatioa  thte^ 
for,  which  suoiSr  with  the  inoidental  expenses  for  s(aH<mtry^  dsc 
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fbt  fliud  board,  shall  be  paid  out  of  said  fundf  and  an  aoooant 
thereof  be  embraced  in  the  annual  report  of  said  board.  Tber 
legislature  reserves  the  right  of  changing  the  amount  of  the  com- 
pensation of  any  of  the  officers  in  this  nection  mentioned,  other 
^n  that  of  the  president. 

Sec*  121.  The  board  of  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fond 
shall  bo  authorized  to  employ,  as  agents,  the  directors  on  the  part 
of  the  state,  in  any  of  the  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
and  securing  any  Joan,  or  to  collect  the  same  or  the  interest 
thereon,  or  the  dividends  coming  to  said  fund  from  any  branch,  of 
whtdi  agents  are  directors,  the  said  board  being  responsible  foi^ 
the  acts  of  said  agents. 

Sec  122.  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  j)a88age^ 

N.  B.  PALMER, 
Speaker  of  the  Shuse  of  Representatives. 
DAVID  WALLACE, 
President  of  the  Senate^ 
Approved  28th  January,  1834. 
N.  NOBLE. 


An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  establishmffai 
hank^  approved  January  28,  1834. 

Sec.  1.  Be  ft  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Indiana^  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank  of 
Indiana,  shall  be  authorized  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  any 
of  the  branches  of  said  bank,  by  individuat  subscriptions,  to  an 
amount  by  which  the  capital  of  each  shall  not  exceed  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  additional  capital  to  h6 
made  at  such  periods,  and  in  such  sums  as  the  president  and  di* 
rectors  of  the  state  bank  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  state,  and  the  tvelfare  of  the  institution.  The 
subscription  and  payment  of  such  additional  capital  to  be  undet 
the  direction  of  the  parent  board,  except  that  tne  state  shaH  not 
be  required  to  furnish  any  means  for  payment  of  such  stock  s 
Provided,  however.  That  the  state  may  subscribe  for  and  take 
one  half  of  said  additional  capital  on  the  same  conditions  as  here^ 
tofore,  except  that  the  same  shaH  be  paid  in  at  the  time  the  indi- 
vidual stocK  is  paid  for. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  bank  may 
from  time  to  time  authorize  the  several  branches,  or  any  of  them, 
to  extend  their  discounts  to  an  amount,  the  average  of  which  for 
each  fiscal  year  shall  not  exceed  two  and  a  half  times  the  capital 
stock  actually  paid  in  ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  debts  due  to 
them  exclusive  of  deposites  and  cash  balances  in  other  banks 
and  branches,  may  be  extended  to  averagis  as  aforesaid^  twice 
toA  one  half  the  amount  of  the  capital  actually  paid  in,  but  shall 
21 
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never  exceed  that  proportiont  aod  never  shall  exceed  three  timet 
tbo  amount  of  the  capital  actually  paid  in»  at  any  one  iimt ;  the 
power  being  «till  reserved  by  the  state  board  of  restricting  the 
branches  in  their  discounts  to  once  and  a  quarter  tlie  amount  ik 
capital  paid  in :  Providedf  tuncever.  That  the  state  reserve  the 
right  of  repealing  or  amending  this  section,  at  the  session  com* 
meocing  December,  1839,  and  also  at  the  session  commencing  ia 
Decenaoer,  1845 

Sec.  3.  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state  baxik  may 
empower  any  of  the  branches  at  their  own  expense,  to  open  books 
for  the  tranfiffcr  of  their  stock  in  any  of  the  cities  of  the  United 
States ;  and  any  such  branch  may  authorize  transfers  of  any  por- 
tion of  its  stock,  without  lien  or  restriction,  on  which  the  state 
has  no  lien  on  said  books ;  which  books  shall  be  kept  open  for 
public  inspection,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  28th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  which  this'  is  amendatory,  and  such  transfers 
shall  be  regularly  ceniiied  to  the  statp  bank  according  to  the 
charter. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  state  bank  and  branches,  in 
the  computation  of  interest  or  discount,  to  charge  according  to 
the  standard  and  rate  set  forth  in  *'  Rowlefs  Tables ;"  ai2l  in 
computing  the  time  which  a  note  has  to  run  to  reckon  the  daye 
inclusively. 

Sec  5.  The  directors  on  the  part  of  the  state  in  each  branch, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  and  directors,  on  the  part  of 
the  state,  of  the  state  bank* 

Sec,  6.  That  the  trustees  of  any  congressional  township  in 
this  state,  by  their  clerk,  on  the  last  day  of  April  or  October,  in 
any  year,  (or  if  such  day  be  Sunday,  then  on  the  day  previous,) 
may  subscribe  for  stock  in  any  branch  of  the  state  bank,  with  the 
consent  of  the  said  branch,  which  shall  be  so  far  a  creation  of 
additional  capital  in  said  branch,  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
additional  stock  herein  first  provided  for ;  and  shall  be  rated  at 
the  same  amount  per  share  as  the  original  shares,  but  the  whole 
amount  of  the  subscription  shall  be  paid  on  subscribing :  on  which 
tlie  dividend  shall  be  semi-annually  apportioned  in  common  with 
the  other  capital ;  and  to  be  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  such 
township,  and  certificates  of  such  stock  shall  be  issued  accor- 
dingly. The  said  stock  to  be  put  on  the  footing  of  state  stock  io 
every  particular,  as  to  responsibility.  The  same  not  to  be  taxed  : 
Provided^  however,  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  &uch  trustees  to  sub- 
scribe for  such  stock,  unless  the  majority  of  the  voters,  at  any 
annual  election  for  a  trustee,  shall,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
given  at  such  election,  determine  that  such  stock  be  taken  ;  which 
determination  shall  be  evidenced  by  the  voters  writing  on  their 
tickets  the  words  ''  bank  stock." 

Sec.  7.  That  any  branch  or  branches  shall  be  authorized  to 
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oootraot  with  foeh  board  or  officers  as  the  itate  may  empowei, 
for  the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  any  deposite  of  pid>lic  fimdi 
by  the  state,  and  for  the  interest  to  be  paid  thereon>  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  state  bank. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank  or  any  branch  thereof» 
to  buy  at  a  greater  rate  of  discount  than  six  per  cent  per  annum, 
any  promissory  note»  or  inland  bill  of  exchange,  made  by  any 
person  or  persons,  who,  as  either  principal  or  endorser,  shall  havet 
within  one  month  previouslyy  ofiered  any  note  or  bill  for  diaoooot, 
and  whicii  bill  or  note  has  been-  rejected  or  not  discounted. 

Sec.  0.  That  the  counties  of  Elkhart  and  Kosciusko  be  incite 
ded  withm  the  12th  bank  dbtrict  of  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Sec.  10.  That  the  directors  of  the  state  bank  are  hereby  bu» 
thorised,  should  thev  deem  it  expedient,  to  locate  the  tweiith 
branch  of  the  state  bank  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  neit* 
at  soch  place  within  said  district  as  they  may  deem  expsdient, 
whu:b  said  branch  may  be  organized  immediately  thereafter,  any 
thing  contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  bank  charter  to  tm 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  11.  Bdbre  any  of  the  foregoing  amendments  shall  have 
the  effect  of  law,  the  consent  of  the  branches  and  state  bank 
thereto,  embracing  all  of  said  amendments,  shall  be  given  ao« 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  108th  section  of  the  charter ;  evi« 
denoe  of  which  assent  shall  be  filed  by  the  state  bank  in  the  office 
of  the  secretary  of  the  state,  and  a  record  thereof  shall  be  made 
in  said  office ;  and  the  same  from  such  filing  shall  be  taken  and 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  charter  of  said  bank. 

CALEB  B.  SMITH, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatii)e$. 
DAVID  WALLACE, 
PresiderU  of  the  SemUe. 

Approved,  January  35, 1880. 
H.  NOBLE. 


BANK  OF  TENNESSEE. 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  Bank,  to  raise  a  Fund  for  hiermd 
bnprwement,  and  to  aid  in  the  estMishmeM  of  a  sysiem  €f 


mm 
Edti 


ucatton. 


SmcnoM  h  Beit  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  SUtU 
of  Tennessee^  That  a  bank  shall  be  and  is  hereby  established  in 
the  fiame  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  state,  to  be  known  under  tb» 
nanne  and  style  of  '*The  Bank  of  Tennessee,"  and  the  &ith  and 
credit  c^  the  state  are  hereby  pledged  for  the  support  of  the  said 
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bonk,  and  to  supply  any  deficiency  in  the  funds  hereinafter  spooi*' 
ficaily  pledged,  and  to  give  indemnity  for  all  losses,  arising  from 
such  deficiency. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  capital  cf  said  bank  shall  be 
five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  raised  and  constituted  as  follows  : 
The  whole  of  the  common  school  fund*  wheiher  the  same  is  vest- 
ed in  stock  in  the  present  banks  in  the  state,  or  in  the  hands  of 
the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  or  in  the  bands  of  the 
(bounty  agent  or  other  persons,  except  so  much  as  may  have  been 
vested  in  any  works  ol  internal  impnivement,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
eeeds  of  the  Ocoee  lands,  shall  constitute  a  part  of  the  capital  of 
the  Bank  of  Tennessee ;  the  surplus  revenue,  on  deposite  with  the 
state,  together  with  the  unexpended  interest  thereon,  shall  also 
C6nsiitute  a  part  of  the  stock  of  said  bank  ;  and  in  addition  to 
these  amounts  a  sum  shall  be  raised  in  specie,  or  funds  converti- 
ble into  apede  at  par  value,  on  the  faith  of  the  state,  sufficient  to 
make  the  whole  capital  five  millions  of  dollars :  Promded^  That 
if  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  apportioned  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  approved  23d  January,  1836,  should  be  de- 
posited, with  this  state,  the  amount  received  shall  be  added  to,  and 
aonstitute  a  part  of  the  capital  of  said  bank,  and  be  an  addition  to 
the  capital  stock  of  five  millions  of  dollars  above  specified  :  Pro* 
vided  further,  That  the  stock  owned  by  the  state  in  the  Uniofh 
bank  shall  not  constitute  any  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee. 

Sec.  2,  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  money  belonging  to  the  com- 
mon school  fund  which  may  now  be  in  possession  o?  the  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction,  or  which  may  hereafter  come  into 
his  possession,  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee  as  capitol  in  bank,  and  said  president 
and  directors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  authorized  and  re- 
quired, for  and  in  behalf  of  the  state,  and  with  a  pledge  of  the 
public  faith  and  credit,  to  issue  to  the  superintendent  aforesaid, 
state  stock  or,  certificates  of  debt  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  may 
be  from  time  to  time  paid  over  by  the  said  superintendent  to  the 
said  president  and  directors ;  and  the  governor  of  the  state,  the 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  and  the  superintendent  of  public  in- 
struction, shall  dispose  of  the  stock,  in  any  and  all  the  banks  of  the 
Btate,  belonging  to  the  common  school  fund,  whenever  the  sanie 
eaa  be  sold  at  par  for  specie,  or  funds  convertible  into  specie  at 
par  value,  and  pay  over  the  proceeds  to  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  who  shall  issue  certificates  of  stock  to  the  super- 
intendent of  public  instruction  as  aforesaid  t  Promded,  That  any 
dividends  on  the  same  which  shall  not  be  declared  at  the  time  erf 
the  sale,  shall  not  be  sold  with  the  stock,  but  the  same  shall  be  re- 
ceived by  the  superintendent  and  paid  over  to  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  bank,  and  shall  constitute  a  part  of  the  contingeDt 
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food,  la  meet  the  annual  or  8emi*annual  liabilitiss  ttf  the  hank*  as 
ahail  also  the  interest  and  diVidends  which  may  hereafter  arise  on 
any  porttoo  of  the  capital  of  the  school  fund,  before  said  capital  is 
pM  over  to  the  president  and  directors  of  said  bank ;  and  in  like 
manner  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  shall  pay  over 
the  proceeds  of  the  sak)  of  the  Ocoee  lands  as  they  are  received, 
and  take  certificates  of  stock :  Provided,  That  il  a  system  of  com- 
mon schools  shall  be  adopted  and  put  into  operation  by  the  pre* 
sent  general  assembly,  the  funds  which  may  accrue  after  the  vear 
1887  for  the  benefit  of  common  schools,  from  the  bonusses  of  the 
jNnesent  bank8,and  bonusses  and  dividends  arising  from  other  incor« 
porate  companies,  and  from  privileges,  fines,  penalties  and  taxes^ 
shall  constitute  part  of  the  annual  fund  of  distribution  by  the  su^ 

S^rintendent,  and  shall  not  be  subscribed  in  stock  in  the  state  banL 
ut  shouM  a  system  of  common  schools  not  be  adopted  as  afore* 
said,  the  sakl  funds  to  be  vested  as  stock  in  said  bank  until  other- 
wise directed  by  the  general  assembly. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comp<> 
troller  of  the  treasury,  to  draw  from  the  Union  bank,  the  Planter's 
bank,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank,  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  federal  revenue,  now  on  deposite  with  said  banks,  in  two 
yearly  instalments :  the  first  instalment  to  be  drawn  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1839,  each  instalment  to  be  drawn  in  specie,  at 
par  value ;  and  as  soon  as  each  instalment  is  received,  he  shall 

Cy  over  the  same  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  state 
nk,  and  receive  certificates  of  stock,  which  shall  be  kept  by  him 
for  the  benefit  of  the  state :  Provided,  That  if  the  said  hanks  or 
either  of  them,  shall  fail  or  refuse,  upon  demand  made  as  aforesaid, 
to  pay  over  the  surplus,  or  any  part  which  may  be  demanded  at  the 
thnea  aforesaid,  then  the  comptroller  shall  direct  suits  to  be  insti- 
toted,  by  the  attorney  general  of  the  state,  for  the  amount  so  with- 
held, together  with  the  ten  per  cent  authorized  by  the  charters ; 
and  QntU  such  instalments  are  demanded^  the  present  banks  shall 
hold  the  surplus  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable 
half  yearly,  and  the  interest  so  accruing  shall  constitute  part  of 
the  sinking  fund  hcreitiafter  designated. 

Sec.  5.  Beit  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor 
of  the  state,  on  behalf  of  the  state,  to  execute  the  bonds  of  the 
state  ior  two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  which  bonds  shall  be 
signed  officially  by  the  governor,  and  countersigned  by  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  with  the  seal  of  the  stale  affixed,  and  payable  thirty 
years  after  date,  to  the  president  aud  directors  of  the  Bank  of 
Tennessee  or  their  assigns,  bearing  an  interest  not  exceeding  six 
p^  centum  per  annum,  which  shall  be  payable  semi-annually  at 
the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  Tennessee,  or  at  such  other  places 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  as  the  president  and  direc- 
tors may  select,  which  said  bonds  shall  be  delivered  to  the  presir 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


IM  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

dtnt  aad  iRreotors  of  nid  bank :  Pnmded^  The  goveniof  thill 
execute  said  bonds,  of  any  amount  not  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars  each,  and  payable  in  such  denomination  of  money  as  the 
president  and  directors  may  require,  which  bonds,  and  al«o  those 
hereafter  directed  to  be  issued  to  pay  lor  stock  in  internal  itnpTOT&- 
ment  companies,  shall  be  made  payable  to,  and  be  sold  and  dis* 
posed  of  by  the  president  and  directors  of  said  bank,  for  speob, 
or  funds  convertible  into  specie  wilhoat  loss,  and  shall  not  be  told 
at  a  discount.  And  whenever  any  state  bonds  may  be  issued  for 
the  benefit  of  any  internal  improvement  company,  as  hereinafter 
directed,  the  governor  si'iall  deliver  them  to  tlie  president  and  di« 
rectors  of  the  bank,  and  the  full  amount  thereof,  at  their  nominal 
value,  when  the  proceeds  are  received  by  the  bank,  shall  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  company,  for  whose  benefit  such  bonds  may 
have  issued.  And  any  premium  for  which  such  bonds  may  be 
soldi  shall  ensure  to  the  benefit  of  the  state :  Promded^  That  i^ 
at  the  end  of  ninety  days  after  any  bonds  may  have  been  delivered 
to  the  banks,  such  bonds  have  not  been  sold  at  par,  as  herein  pro- 
vided for,  then  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  shall,  oq 
application  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  internal  improve* 
ment  company,  for  which  such  bonds  were  issued,  deliver  the 
same  to  them,  upon  their  securing  them  in  payment  of  the  stale 
subscription  at  their  nominal  value,  or  the  said  president  and  di« 
rectors  of  the  bank,  may,  at  their  election,  pay  such  internal  im* 
provement  company,  the  amount  of  such  bonds,  at  their  nomkud 
value,  and  retain  the  same,  to  be  kept  or  disposed  of  for  the 
benefit  of  the  state. 

Sec.  %.  Beit  enacted^  That  immediately  after  the  location  of 
the  principal  bank  and  branches,  the  governor  of  the  state  shall 
nommate  and  appoint  twelve  persons  to  act  as  directors,  more 
than  one-third  of  whom  shaH  in  no  case  be  merchants ;  and  which 
Domination  and  appointment,  shall  be  subject  to  confirmation,  or 
rejection,  by  the  general  assembly,  and  the  twelve  persons  to 
nominated  and  confirmed,  shall  constitute  the  directors,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  the  president,  who  are  hereby  incorporated  and 
made  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style  of 
"^  The  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Tennessee,"  and 
shall  so  continue  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1888,  and  by 
that  name  shall  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  and  they 
are  hereby  made  able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  receive,  par* 
chase,  enjoy,  and  return,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands,  renta, 
tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and  efl^ts,  of  what 
kind,  nature  or  quality  soever,  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  denute, 
alien  or  dispose  of,  and  also  to  make,  have,  and  use  a  comnKMi 
seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure^ 
also  to  ordain,  establish  and  put  in  execution  such  by-laws,  ordi- 
nances and  r^alations,  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  cbnvenitnt  for 
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&e  govermneiit  of  said  corporatioii»  nol  being  contrary  to  the  lawt 
and  constitution  of  the  state,  or  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  1.  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  president  and  directors  as 
elected,  shall  continue  in  office  for  two  years,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  nominated  and  confirmed  as  aforesaid. 

Sec  8.  Be  it  enacted^  That  of  the  dividends  which  shall  bo 
declared  by  the  bank,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  an- 
nually set  apart  for  conunoo  schools»  and  the  faith  of  the  state  is 
bere^  pledged  for  an  annual  appropriation  of  said  amount  to 
common  schools,  to  be  applied  as  the  general  assembly  may  di- 
rect Of  the  divideoda  of  the  bank  remaining,  there  shall  be 
annually  appropriated  (or  thirty  years  and  no  longer,  or  not  so 
kuig,  if  the  bank  should  not  continue  so  long  in  operation^  eigh- 
teen thousand  dollars  to  county  academies,  to  be  applied  an  the 
general  assembly  nuiy  dipect,  and  the  faith  of  the  state  is  hereby 
pledged  for  the  annual  payment  of  said  sum  :  Provided,  The 
trustees  of  the  respective  county  academies  in  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  state,  shall  relinquish  to  the  state  all  claims  which  they 
have  agaiftst  the  state  of  Tennessee,  for  thQ  debt  due  to  those  iih 
slitotions  from  citizens  residing  south  of  French  Broad  and  Hoi* 
sloo,  and  west  of  Big  Pigeon  rivers,  and  all  claims  they  mar 
have  to  lands  in  the  Ocoee  district,  as  well  as  all  claims  which 
they  have  against  said  citiaens,  whicli  relinquishments  shall  be 
ilod  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  the  proceeds  of 
two  half  townships  of  land  in  the  Ocoee  district,  reserved  by  the 
act  disposal^  of  said  lands  for  the  use  of  colleges  and  academies, 
flball  be  set  apart  for  and  given  to  the  East  Tennessee  college  and 
Nashville  university,  upon  the  trustees  of  said  institutions  exeeutr 
ing  such  relinquishments  as  are  herein  directed  for  the  acadeaiies: 
jMi  fromded  further^  that  such  of  said  institutions  as  shall  reUa- 
quish,  as  herein  provided  for,  shall  be  entitled  to  their  rateable  pro* 
portion  of  the  fund  herein  appropriated,  aoeordiug  to  the  terms  of 
and  appropriation,  and  on  such  further  conditions  as  the  present 
general  assembly  may  |:M*cscribe,  in  the  event  the  federal  govern- 
inent  shall  hereafter  relinquish  to  the  state  of  Tennessee,  the  va- 
cant iands  south  and  west  of  the  congressional  reservation  liaOy 
an  amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  the  sale  of  those 
lands,  shall  be  set  apart  as  a  perpetual  fund  lor  the  support  of  a 
college  in  the  western  district,  provided,  that  the  general  govem- 
niat  in  the  act  of  relinquishment  shall  grant  to  the  use  of  such 
college  the  appropriation  herein  made.  The  balance  of  the  di- 
TJdeads  shall  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  be  applied  to  the 
eztiagmshooent  of  the  accruing  interests  on  the  bonds  of  the  states 
whether  the  same  have  been  executed  under  any  former  actf  or 
amy  ba  executed  under  this  act 

Sec  i^*  Beit  enotied*  That  the  fdllowing  powersi  rules,  co»- 
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ditioD8»  Irmitations  and  restrictions,  shall  be  fundamental  laws  of 
said  bank,  viz  : 

Article  1.  The  board  shall  select  one  of  their  number  to 
preside  over  their  deliberations,  who  shall  be  elected  by  a  majori- 
ty of  the  directors  present,  of  whom  not  less  than  five  shall  coo- 
stitute  a  quorum  to  do  business,  and  no  person  not  a  citizen  of 
this  state,  or  who  is  a  stockholder,  or  director  of  any  other  bankt- 
or  copartner  of  any  such  director,  in  trade  and  merchandize,  shall 
be  eligible  as  a  director :  Provided,  should  it  so  happen  that  any 
director  should  be  appointed,  who  is  a  stockholder  or  director  ia 
any  other  bank,  his  seat  shall  be  considered  vacant  and  the  place 
filled  by  the  other  directors,  as  in  other  cases  of  vacancy :  Andpro* 
tided furtlier,  if  any  director  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall,  during 
his  continuance  in  office,  purchase  stock  or  become  a  director  ia 
any  other  bank,  his  seat  shall  be  vacated,  which  shall  be  filled  by 
the  directory  as  in  other  cases. 

Article  2.  The  president  and  directors  for  the  time  beinff,  shall 
have  power  to  elect  and  remove  the  cashier,  and  they  shall  aho 
have  power  to  appoint  such  officers,  clerks,  and  servants  under 
them  as  shall  be  necessary  for  executingr  the  business  of  the  said 
corporation,  and  allow  them  such  compensation  for  their  servicet, 
as  may  be  reasonable. 

Article  8.  No  director  shall  be  entitled  to'  any  emolument,  but 
the  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to  make  such 
compensation  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  for  his  extraordinary 
attendance  at  the  bank,  and  superintending  its  concerns,  as  thaU 
to  them  seem  reasonable.  No  discount  shall  be  made  when  Clie 
cashier  may  be  a  maker  or  endorser. 

Article  4.  They  shall  receive  money  on  deposite,  and  pay  away 
the  same  to  order,  free  of  expense,  deal  in  bills  of  exchange*  mmI 
buy  and  sell  any  of  the  state  stock  now  issued,  or  that  may  herb* 
after  issue,  and  discount  notes  at  said  bank*  with  two  or  more 
good  endorsers  thereon,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per 
cent  per  annum :  Provided,  That  this  article  shall  not  be  coo* 
strued  so  as  to  prevent  the  said  bank  from  demanding  and  re^ 
eeiving  a  reasonable  premium  for  exchange,  in  addition  to  ibe 
interest,  upon  bills  or  notes  payable  at  a  point  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  state.  Provided,  also,  that  said  bank,  or  either  of  said 
branches,  never  shall  purchase  and  have  running  to  matiarity»  or 
on  hand,  a  greater  amount  of  bills  of  exchange  than  the  anxMim 
of  notes  under  discount 

Article  5.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  said  corporatioiv 
shall  at  any  tinrte  owe,  whether  by  bond,  note,  or  contract,  shadi 
not  exceed  twice  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in  at  the 
time,  over  and  above  the  moneys  on  actual  deposite  for  safe  keep* 
ing.  Nor  shall  the  entire  amount  of  the  risk  or  invcstmeni  or 
securities,  in  what  form  soever,  (save  and  except  actual  currem 
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ocii^  at  ai^  tiaie  exceed  twioe  tbe  Mnouiit  of  the  mpM  ttook 
ptidio. 

Article  fk  la  case  of  exoess^  tlie  direclora,  vmder  wboaa  ad» 
mioistration  it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  tbe  same  ki  iheif* 
mrivate  capaehies,  and  an  action  of  debt  may,  in  sooh  case^  be' 
broiighl  agatost  them  or  any^  of  them,  or  their  bdri,  exeeatoM  o^' 
adflomitrators,  in  any  court  of  this  slate,  having  jarisdiotien,  by' 
any  creditor  or  eredkors  of  tbe  said  corporalioot  and  nnay  bt  pro* 
aacated  to  jadganeat  and  exeeotioot  any  c<ondkion^  ciovenam,  and 
agreeniaBt»4o  tbe  eontrary  nornithstandiag^  But  thisshaH  aoi 
be  so  coBsCmed  to  exempt  said  bank%  or  the  lands,  teaemetits^ 
goods  or  chattels  of  the  same,  and  on  their  insufBcienoy,  the  statof 
0f  Teoaessee  heme  also  liable  for,  and  being  chargeabfe  with,  the 
aaid  exoesi^  such  (?  tbe  directors  who  may  have  beeaalMeotwhw 
aftid  excess  was  cootraeted  or  created,  shaH  be  exonerated  (tcml 
individual  liability ;  or  who  may  have  dissented  from  the  resoloi^ 
tkn  or  act  by  which  (he  same  was  contraded  or  ereated»  may 
reapodiveiy  exonerate  themselves  from  being  individuallt  liable; 
bgr  ealeiing,  if  present,  their  dissent  on  the  b^oks  of  the  ba(nk,'ait 
tlie  lime  mt  debt  may  bo  so  contracted,  and  forthwith  gtve  aocicai 
of  the  same  to  the  comptrotiei  of  the  slate. 

Article  7.  In  case  of  vacancy,  occasioned  by  the  deaths  reaig- 
mtion,  or  removal  out  of  the  state,  or  otherwise,  of  any  diredoVr 
a  ras^orily  of  the  directors  shall  fill  such  vacancy,  and  the  diraoloi'. 
ao  appointed  shall  hold  his  office  daring  the  unexpired  term  of 
the  director  so  vacating :  and  in  case  of  sickness  or  necessary^ 
absence  o(  tbe  president,  the  board  may  appoint  a  president  m* 
tbe  time. 

Article  8.  The  directors  shall  keep  &ir  and  renter  mitnalev  of 
tfieir  proceedings,  in  a  well  bomid  book,  and  on  questions  wkerc^ 
two  directors  shall  request  it,  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  ordeved^' 
and  on  all  snch  questions  every  member  present  shall  be  reqaMed 
Id  vote:  and  th^  minutes  shall  at  all  times  be  produced»  on  the 
demand  of  the  legislature,  or  any  committee  legally  authomed  W 
require  the  sante. 

Article  0.  Every  president  and  cashier,  before  be  enters  on  the* 
execution  of  his  duty,  shall  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  seoori'^ 
'  ties,  to  the  satisfiictioa  of  the  directors,  payable  to  the  governor 
of  the  state,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollara^ 
conditioned  for  the  (aithful  performance  of  his  duty,  and  the  tetbrs' 
and  clerks  shall  give  like  security,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  twenty 
tboosaad  dollars,  which  bonds  shall  be  filed  and  recorded  in  tfie^ 
secretary's  office. 

Articie  10.  The  president,  directors  and  cashiers,  and  all  othef 

officers  ot  the  principal  bank  and  branches,  shall  take  and  sub* 

aeribe  the  foitowing  oath  on  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  re« 

speelivo  offices.    **  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnty  swear  or  affim,  that  f 
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i»iIl*6itUully  ditcharge  ihe  trust  reposed  in  me  as  i  of  the 
Bank  of  Tennessee,  and  that  I  will  not  'wilfully  or  knowingly 
violate  aby  direction  or  provision  of  the  charter  thereof;  so  help 
me  Grod. 

Article  11.  AH  bills*  bonds  and  notes  of  the  corporation^  shall 
be  signed  by  the  president  and  countersigned  by  the  cashier  there- 
of and  the  fund  of  the  bank  shall  in  no  wise  be  held  respoosiUe 
therefor»  unless  the  same  shall  be  executed  as  aforesaid. 

Article  12.  The  bills  or.  notes  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  said 
corporation  to  issue  and  circulate,  shall  not  be  for  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  five  dollars,  and  after  the  1st  day  of  January,  1841^ 
not  less  than  ten  dollars. 

Article  13.  The  board  of  directors  shall  be  capable  of  exercit- 
log  such  other  powers  and  authorities  as  may  be  neoessary  for» 
the  well  governing  and  ordering  the  af&irs  oi  the  said  oorpcMiiti(»H 
and  of  promoting  its  interests  and  credit. 

Sec.  10.  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  bills,  obligatory  or  c^  credit^ 
under  the  seal  of  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  per- 
son or  personst  shall  be  assignable  by  indorsement  thereupon,  un- 
der the  band  or  hands  of  such  persons,  and  of  his,  her  or  their  as- 
signee or  assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the 
property  thereof  in  each  and  every  assignee  or  ass^nees  succes- 
sively, and  to  enable  such  assignee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  main- 
tain an  action  thereupon  in  his,  her  or  their  name  or  names ;  and 
bills  or  notes  which  may  be  assigned,  by  order  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, signed  by  the  president  wad  countersigned  by  the  casiuer 
thereof,  promising  the  pavment  of  money  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons, his,  her  or  their  order,  or  to  bearer,  though  not  under  the 
seal  of  the  said  corporations,  shall  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
the  same  in  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  and  efiect  as  up- 
on any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him,  her  or  them, 
kk  bith  her  or  their  private  or  natural  capacity  or  capacities,  aad 
shall  be. assignable  and  negotiable  in  like  manner  as  if  they  weFe 
so  issued  by  such  private  person  or  persons ;  that  is  to  ray,  those 
which  are  or  shall  be  payable  to  person  or  persons,  his,  her  or 
thtftc. order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement  in  like  manner  as 
foreign  bills  of  exchange  now  are,  and  those  which  are  or  shall  be 
payable  to  bearer,  shall  be  negotiable  and  assignable  by  delivery 
only. 

See  U.  Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  ddty  of  the  preei- 
deot  and  directors  of  the  principal  bank  and  branches,  to  fumisb 
to  the  general  assembly,  in  the  first  Week  of  every  regular  session, 
statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said  corporation, 
and  of  the  debts  due  the  same,  of  the  monejs  deposited  therein, 
of  the  notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  on  hand,  together  with 
ali  other  property  of  said  bank,  both  real  and  personal ;  and  the 
general  assembly  shall  have  the  right  to  inspect  all  such  acooupto 
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in  the  bade  as  rotate  to  the  titaunu^km  of  laid  prioe^  huk 
and  branches*  aod  shall,  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  necessaiVy 
appoint  a  joint  committee  of  both  houses  of  the  general  assembly 
for  that  purpose,  with  full  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers; 
and  it  shaU  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  inspect  ail  accounts 
]Q  the  books  of  the  principal  bank  and  branches,  as  often  as  ha 
may  please,  and  it  shall,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  his  duty, 
fiuthfuUy  to  report  all  aod  every  violation  cf  the  fundamental  rules 
of  this  corporation  to  the  legislature* 

Sec.  12.  Be  U  enactedf  That  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  said  cor^ 
poratioQ  ori^nally  made  payable,  or  which  shall  become  payable 
oo  demand  m  gold  and  silver  coin,  shall  be  receivable  at  the  trea- 
sury of  this  state,  and  by  all. tax  collectors  and  other  public  ofll« 
cars  in  all  payments  for  taxes  or  other  moneys  due  to  the  state* 

Sea  13.  Be  it  enadedj  That  a  majority  of  the  membcors  pre- 
aent  at  any  r^^Iar  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  principal  bade 
and  brandies,  may  suspend  any  director  with  a  view  to  bis  ex- 
pulsion; and  any  member  may  be  expelled  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Doerd  of  directors,  specially  convened  by  the  president  &x  tint 
purpose,  as  soon  afier  such  suspension  takes  place  as  practioaUe, 
out  such  expulsion  shall  not  be  made  by  a  majority  of  less  ^tbn 
twa  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  directors. 

Sec.  14.  Beit  mulcted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  cooip* 
troUer  to  enake  a  biennial  report  to  the  legislature  oo  the  subject 
af  the  prkicipal  bank  and  branches,  and  if,  in  his  opimon»  the  trans* 
actions  of  the  principal  bank  and  branches,  or  any  particular  cir* 
cumstances  relatinj;  thereto,  shall  require  it,  he  shall  apply  to  the 
general  assembly  for  a  select  ccxnmittee,  who  shall  take  into  con- 
sideration any  matter  relating  to  the  principal  bank  and  branches 
submitted  to  them  by  the  comptroller,  and  report  thereon  at  the 
ilisoretion  of  the  legislature,  and  the  comptroller  shall  be  furnished 
by  the  principal  bank  and  branches  with  a  general  statement  it 
their  condition  once  in  every  month. 

Sec.  15.  Be  k  enacted,  That  itsh^l  be  the  daty  of  the  presi- 
deot  and  directors  of  the  bank,  to  publish  quarterly,  in  some 
newspaper,  the  state  and  condition  of  the  bank  and  its  branefaes. 

Sec.  16.  Be  it  ena^ed.  That  if  any  presidei^t,  director  or 
eashier,  or  other  officer  of  the  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  bradohesy 
riiall  embezsle,  or  fraudulently  convert  to  his,  or  to  their  own  use, 
aay  sum  of  moneyt  bank  note,  bill  of  exchange,  check,  bond,  or 
elber  security,  placed  under  his  care  and  management,  the  pefseH 
so  offending,  bis  aiders,  abettors,  and  counsellors,  upon  conviotioD 
thereof*  shall  be  judged  guilty  of  felony,  and  be  sentenced  to  im* 
poisonment  in  the  state  penitentiary,  for  a  term  not  less  than  tfiree 
Bor  more  than  twenty-one  years,  the  term  to  be  fixed  at  the  <fis- 
eretioD  of  the  jury  trying  said  c&nce^  and  shall  forever  thereafter 
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k»  daiiMdifiod  fnm  bbUiag  mjt  office  of  profit  or  tiMI »  «fa» 
steAt^  aod  shall  moreover  be  liable  for  tbe  stun  embeciled. 

8e&  17.  Bekemactedt  That  the  sum  discounted  on  nolei»  wkh 
two  or  more  eufficient  securitjes,  as  provided  for  by  this  act^  shall 
be  apportioned,  as  far  as  practicable,  among  the  several  countm 
IB  this  state,  annually,  ia  proportion  to  the  qualified  voters ;  and 
the  priBsidenit  and  cashier  of  the  bank  or  branch,  shall  give  notion 
AQ  eooM  public  paper^  printed  ia  the  county  in  which  me  baidi  or 
branch  may  be  located,  stating  the  amount  that  each  county  nay 
be  eoChled  lo  borrow,  within  tea  dayis  after  the  right  to  borrow  io 
manner  aforesaid,  may  arise ;  and  should  the  sum,  or  any  pMt 
thereof  to  which  any  county  skoukj  be  thus  entitled,  be  not  ap. 
pKed  for  within  fifteen  days  after  such  notice,  by  the  inhabitants 
jtheceoC  by  presenting  bills  or  notes  for  discount,  with  good  ein- 
.dorsers,  that  it  may  be  dieoounted  as  aforesaid,  to  any  perKn  or 
Jiersons  applying  for  the  same.  The  principal  bank  and  three 
jbrancbes  shall  be  located  in  middle  Tennessee^  two  branches  of 
the  aaid  bank  in  the  Iveslem  district*  and  two  branches  in  east 
Tennessee. 

SeCi  18.  BekaUuted,  That  the  lands,  tenements,  and  heredit»- 
meots,  wliicfa  it  may  be  tawftil  for  said  corporation  to  iiold,  shall 
be  .only  such  as  shall  be  requisite  for  its  insmediate  acoommoahb- 
tion  ifor  the  transaction  of  its  business,  and  sudi  ae  have  been 
ftoM  jUe  mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security  for,  or  conveyed  to 
it  in  aatiifaotioti  of,  debts  previously  ccmtracted^  in  the  course  of 
ordiQary  banking  business,  or  purchased  at  sakes  upon  judgwMMa 
,er  decrees  readied  in  favor  of  said  bank. 

Sec.  lik  Beit  mooted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  die  mmt^ 
jBor,  as  soon  as  the  directors  are  appointed  of  the  principal  bank 
and  branches,  to  convene  the  several  boards  of  the  satne,  by  ad« 
vertisement  in  seme  newspaper,  giving  ten  days'  notice  thereof^ 
at  the  place  the  bank  or  branch  osay  be  located,  for  the  purpose 
p{  carrying  this  act  into  effect. 

^c.  20.  Be  it  ^nmOei,  That  whenever  the  president  aod  di- 
lectorp  of  any  ^company,  incorporated  for  the  purpoee  of  intetnal 
imprbvement,  shall  negotiate  any  bonds  executed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  thfs  aot,  ^t  jriiall  be  their  duty  to  no^  the  president  and 
diraotora  of  the  bank  of  1^  place  at  which  the  interest  on  said 
bonds  is  stipulated  to  be  paid,  which  shall  be  within  tbe  limits  of 
ihe.UiMted  Stiates;  and  the  prefiident  and  directora  of  the  bank 
shall  pnvftde  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  aforesaid,  out  of  tke 
dividends  qC  tbe  bantt :  PtoMted^  That  if  there  shaU  be  a  sur]dai 
of  the  dividends,  after  seuing  af»rt  die  amount  appropriated  to 
joomsnonsohools  and  academies,  a^d  after  paymg  the  interest  on 
.the  bonds  of  the  state,  tbe  same  shall  be  held  by  tiie  bank  as  a 
mntiiq^ent  fimd*  to  be  approprialed  at  any  tatie  when  there  itopf 
.occur  a  deficiency  in  the  diyidendf  fo;r  the  purposes  aforesaid : 
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Jni  fivoUkd,  ahcK  ihst  if  at  anjr  time  there  flhall  be  «  defideuey 
in  the  dividends,  to  liquidate  the  aecming  interest  on  (be  atate 
bonds,  and  the  contingent  fund  shall  be  insufficient  for  such  pur- 
poae»  such  deficiency  shall  be  made  up  out  of  any  uninvested  funds 
that  may  have  been  declared  on  the  stock  owned  by  the  state  in 
the  several  works  of  internal  improvement  s  and  if  there  should 
stiU  be  a  deficiency,  the  same  shall  be  made  up  by  the  individual 
stockholdere  of  the  several  roads  in  which  the  state  has  subscribed 
for  stocky  in  proportion  to  the  amount  for  which  the  state  may 
bav«  issued  ber  bonds :  in  each  the  amount  so  paid  by  the  several 
companies,  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  first  dividends  declared  in 
Avor  of  the  state  on  her  stock  in  said  companies.  In  the  event 
the  dividends  of  4he  bank  and  the  profits  arising  from  the  stock 
oC  the  state  in  internal  improvements)  shall  prove  insufficmnt  to 
liquidate  the  interest  on  the  bonds  of  the  state,  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  internal  improvement,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  go* 
iFeinor  to  notify  the  president  and  directors  of  such  companies,  m 
wUoh  the  state  has  subscribed  for  stock,  at  least  three  months 
before  the  interest  will  become  payable  on  the  state  bonds,  of  the 
probable  deficit,  and  of  the  amount  which  will  be  required  of 
each  company  to  be  paid,  in  order  to  meet  the  interest  on  the 
bonds  of  the  state  t  ana  upon  receiving  such  notice  irom  the  go- 
▼emor)  it  shall  be  the  dmy  of  the  president  and  directors  of  eadi 
and  every  company  thus  notified,  forthwith  to  make  a  call  upon 
the  individual  stockholders  for  an  amount  equal  to  the  sum  claimed 
by  the  governor,  in  his  notice  to  said  companies :  which  sum  or 
aoma  of  money  shall  be  paid  at  the  time,  place  and  manner  re- 
qoirsd  by  the  governor  \  and  upon  failure  thereof  by  any  of  the 
said  companies  to  meet  the  instalment  thus  required,  it  shall  bo 
deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  forfeiture  of  the  interest  of  the  indi* 
Wddal  stoekholders,  thus  fiiiling  to  pay  the  instahnent  called  for 
by  the  governor.  Aftd  prmrided  further^  Thiit  no  state  bonds 
soaH  be  issued  for  the  payment  of  state  stock  in  works  of  internal 
iBftprovement,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  until  the  bank 
hmtfy  established,  shall  go  into  operation. 

Sec.  2U  Ai  it  enacted,  That  the  sute  of  Tennessee  shall  be- 
eome  a  sobseriber  for  one  half  of  the  capital  stock  in  all  railroads, 
ntMUsadamited  turnpikes,  graded  turnpikes,  and  sanded  turnpikes^ 
Ito  which  nots  of  incorporation  have  heretofore  been  granted,  or 
fbr  whioii  acts  of  incorporation  may  be  hereafter  granted :  /Vo- 
tidBdf  That  the  subseriptiott  on  the  part  of  Che  state  shall  not* ex- 
oeed  an  average  of  three  Ihoosaad  dollars  per  mile,  In  any  com. 
pcmy,  for  maeadamlsad  tompikes,  nor  shall  it  exceed  one  thousand 
daHarsfsar  mile  on  graded  turnpikes,  nor  seven  hundred  and  fifly 
dol/ars  per  mile  in  sanded  turnpikes :  Prmrided^  abo^  The  sub* 
s^ption  by  ttie  state  to  the  Charleston  and  Cincinnati  railroad, 
and  the  Hiwifsce  n9ln)ft<l»  <h«ll  npt  excee^  qm  miNioii  three  bun* 
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dred  tiiousaiid  dollars,  to  be  equally  divided  between  dieiDy  and  to 
be  expended  withiti  the  state  of  TenEiessee. 

Sec  22.  Be  it  enacted,  That  wheoever  the  governor  shall  be 
notified  in  writing  by  the  president  and  directors  of  an^  company, 
for  the  construction  of  railroads,  macadamized  turnpikes,  ffraded 
turnpikes  or  sanded  turnpikes,  that  one  half  of  the  capital  stock 
of  said  company  has  been  subscribed  for,  thereupon  the  governor 
shall  appoint  a  number  of  directors,  to  be  stockholders,  equal  lo 
the  number  elected  by  individual  stockholders;  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  two-thirds  of  said  entire  board,  the  payment  is  well 
secured  by  the  individual  stockholders,  or  that  the  individual 
stockholders  are  good  and  sdvent  persons,  and  folly  able  to  pay 
the  amount,  of  stock  subscribed  for  by  each  of  them)  and  that  tbejr 
have  paid  ten  per  cent  upon  the  stock,  the  governor  of  the  state 
is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  and  required  to  subscribe, 
on  behalf  of  the  state,  for  the  amount  provided  for,  in  the  fonypo- 
ing  section :  and  from  the  date  of  the  subscription  by  the  gover- 
nor, the  state  shall  have  a  lieu  upon  the  property  of  each  individual 
stockholder,  to  the  amount  of  the  stock  owned  by  each :  and  upon 
die  failure  of  any  stockholder  to  pay  any  subsequent  instalooeol 
after  the  first,  said  failure  shall  not  operate  as  a  forfeiture  of  the 
stock,  unless  the  president  and  directors  shall  so  agree ;  but  pay* 
ment  shall  be  enforced  by  the  president  and  directors,  and  im> 
transfer  or  assignment  of  stock  shall  defeat  the  said  lien :  Prooidedp 
That  said  lien  shall  cease  after  the  individual  stockholders  shall 
have  been  paid  in  one  half  of  their  stock. 

Sec.  23.  Be  it  enacted^  That  whenever  the  individual  slock-^ 
holders  of  any  of  the  said  companies  in  which  the  state  has  be- 
come a  stockholder  under  this  act,  shall  have  paid  five  per  cent 
in  addition  to  the  ten  per  cent  heretofore  provided  to  be  paid, 
making  fifteen  per  cent  upon  the  amount  of  their  stoek,  and  the 
president  and  directors  of  such  company  shall  notify  the  governor 
of  that  fact,  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  Oie  booda 
of  the  state,  signed  officially  by  him,  and  countersigned  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  with  the  seal  of  the  state,  payable  thirjty  yaani 
after  execution,  and  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent  per  an- 
num, payable  semi-annually  at  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  Ten* 
nessee,  or  such  other  place  as  the  president  and  directors  pegoftia- 
tjng  the  same  may  designate,  for  an  amount  equal  to  fifteen  pet 
centj^of  the  stock  subscribed  by  the  state  in  said  company,  and 
deliver  said  bonds  to  the  presicteot  and  directors  of  said  compan)r. 
in  full  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  state  subscription.  And 
upon  the  further  payment  of  fifteen  per  cent  upon  the  stock  of 
individual  stockholders  in  any  of  said  companies,  the  governor 
shall  issue  the  bonds  of  the  state  for  fifteen  per  cent  more  of  the 
stock  of  the  state  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same  rulea, 
regulations  and  lestrictions  as  hereinbefore  provided ;  and  upon 
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the  fbrtber  payment  of  five  per  cent  or  more  upon  theiftoek  of 
ib^vidoal  stockholders,  the  governor  is  authorized  and  required  to 
itsoe  the  bonds  of  the  state  for  the  like  proportion  of  stock  du9 
by  the  state,  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  aa 
befiire,  and  in  like  manner  the  amounts  paid  by  individuals  and 
the  state  at  the  several  subsequent  calls,  shall  be  eoual  until  the 
wbok  amount  required  to  complete  the  work,  is  paid  in,  and  from 
time  to  time  he  shall  take  the  receipts  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors for  the  several  sums  as  paid. 

So  soon  as  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Louisville,  Ciacin* 
oati  and  Charleston  railroad  company  shall  certify  to  the  govern* 
(»r  of  the  state,  ihat  the  stockholders  of  said  company  have  paid 
lo  five  per  cent  on  their  stock,  the  governor  of  the  state  shall  aob- 
soribe  on  behalf  of  the  state,  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars  in  stock  in  said  company,  and  shall  issue  bonds  of  the  state  to 
aaid  company  for  five  pei*  cent  on  the  state  stock  so  subscribed ; 
subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  conditions  hereinafter  provided.  And 
as  soon  as  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Louisville,  Cincinnati 
and  Charleston  railroad  company,  or  a  board  of  directors  appoint- 
ed by  said  company,  to  construct  that  part  of  the  road  lying  witb- 
io  ttie  limits  of  Tennessee,  shall  certify  to  the  governor  that  a  sum 
has  beeti  paid  in  for  the  construction  of  said  road  within  the  limits 
of  Tennessee,  by  individual  stockholders  upon  their  stock, equal  in 
amount  to  fifteen  per  cent  upon  the  amount  to  be  subscribed  by 
the  state,  the  governor  shall  execute  the  bonds  of  the  state  to  said 
company  for  the  amount  of  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  six  huqdred  and 
fifty  tboosand  dollars  of  stock  to  be  subscribed  by  the  state,  and 
tvlienever  individual  stockholders  in  said  road  shall  have  paid  in 
afiirther  sum  upon  their  stock,  equal  in  amount  to  fifteen  per 
cent  upon  the  stock  subscribed  by  the  state,  the  governor  shall 
issue  the  bonds  of  the  state  for  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  remaining 
slock  of  the  state ;  and  upon  the  further  payment  by  individual 
stockholders  of  an  amount  equal  to  five  percent  or  more,  on  stock 
subscribed  by  the  state,  the  governor  shall  issue  bonds  for  five 
per  cent  or  more  of  the  state  stock ;  and  so  on  in  like  proportion 
until  the  whole  amount  is  issued,  all  of  which  is  to  be  laid  out 
within  the  limits  of  the  state ;  and  whenever  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  Hiwassee  railroad  company  shall  notify  the  go- 
vernor in  writing,  of  the  amount  of  stock  subscribed  by  individu- 
als in  said  company,  the  governor  shall  subscribe  for  an  equaf 
amount  of  state  stock,  provided  such  amount  does  not  exceed  six 
hundred  and.  fifty  thousand  dollars,  subject  to  the  same  rules  as  to 
issuing  the  bonds  of  the  state,  as  is  pointed  out  by  this  act  for  the 
^vernment  of  other  railroads  and  macadamized  turnpike  compa- 
nies ;  provided,  that  if  the  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
sbouM  not  be  subscribed  by  incKviduals  for  stock  in  said  compa- 
By,  and  a  certificate  of  that  fact  made  oat  to  the  governor  oo  or 
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before  the  firti  day  of  October  next,  agreeabi  j  to  the  pranrisiolM  of 
tUt  actt  8o  at  to  authorize  the  governor  to  aubscribe  for  the  fall 
amount  of  the  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUors  in  said  eon* 
panyi  the  governor  shall  subscribe  for  an  ecjual  aniount  of  stock 
HI  said  road,  as  is  or  shall  be  subscribed  by  individuals  and  certi- 
fied as  is  directed  by  the  twenty-first  and  twenty-second  sections 
of  this  act*  and  the  remainder  of  the  six  hundred  and  fifty  tbocK 
sand  dolhrs  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  governor  to  any  macadsr 
mized,  sanded  or  graded  turnpike  road  company  in  east  Tewie»* 
8ee»  that  shall  bring  themselves  within  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  the  governor  is  hereby  authorized  from  time  to  thne  to  con- 
stitute and  appoint  proxies  to  vote  for  directors  in  said  Louisville, 
Cincinnati  and  Charleston  railroad  company,  and  such  proxies 
shall  give  all  other  votes  he  may  be  authorisal  to  do  by  virtue  of 
such  appointment,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  said  clianer« 
And  prwided  further^  That  if  the  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and 
Charleston  railroad  company,  or  the  Hiwassee  railroad  companyt 
or  either  of  them,  shall  fail  to  obtain  the  subscription  on  the  part 
of  the  state  on  or  before  the  first  da}'  of  January,  1839,  then,  and 
in  thiat  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  subscribe  for 
stock  in  such  turnpike  roads  in  east  Tennessee,  as  may  brings 
themselves  within  the  general  providons  of  this  act. 

Sec.  24.  Be  it  enaSed^  That  the  state  of  Tennessee  sbaH  have 
a  lien  on  the  entire  works  of  said  companies,  respectively,  for  the 
amount  so  paid  in  by  the  state,  and  all  the  profits,  rents  and  toHs  of 
aaid  companies  shall  enure  to  the  benefit  of  the  state,  until  iadivi^ 
dual  stockholders  shall  have  paid  in  their  entire  stock  in  said  coo^ 
panics,  respectively ;  Provided^  the  right  and  lien  on  the  part  of 
the  state  to  the  entire  profits,  rents  and  tolls  of  the  said  several 
works  shall  not  enure  until  twelve  months  after  the  execiltioil  of 
the  bonds  of  the  state,  for  the  last  instalment  on  her  stock  as  afore- 
said, and  then  only  to  the  extent  of  that  portion  of  the  individiiai 
stockholders  who  have  not  paid  up  the  entire  amount  of  their 
stock,  and  to  remain  no  longer  than  said  defaulting  stockholderi 
shall  fail  to  pay  the  same. 

Sec.  25.  I^e  il  enacted,  That  the  stock  to  be  taken  by  the  state 
in  the  several  improvements,  shall  not  exceed  four  millions  of  dol* 
lars,  to  wit :  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  east 
Tennessee;  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  middle 
Tennessee,  and  one  million  of  dollars  in  the  western  district :  Pro- 
Dtded,  That  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  shall  be  raised  upon  tba 
bonds  of  the  state,  and  be  expended  as  a  portion  of  the  fund  allot* 
ted  to  east  Tennessee,  on  the  rivers  in  east  Tennessee*  as  the  go- 
nerai  assembly  may  hereafter  direct:  And  provided  aha^  That 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  fund  allotted  to  the  wesleni 
district  of  Tennessee,  be  expended  upon  the  rivers  in  thai  part  of 
the  state  as  the  general  assembly  may  hereafter  direct :  Amdpro^ 
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tidedf  That  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  fund  allotted  to 
middle  Tennessee  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  Hirers  of  midklle 
Tennes5»ee. 

Sec.  26.  Be  it  enadted,  That  th&  profit  arising  upon  the  stock 
owned  by  the  state  in  the  several  Works  of  internal  improvement^ 
tbail  odnstitute  almi  to-  \ye  appfred  to  the  redemption  of  \ht  bosdv 
of  the  state  ejtecuted  and  to  be  executed  for  raiding  tbe  bt^  ca- 
pital herein  provided  for^  and  the  internal  improvement  bonds  of 
ibffMale. 

JOHN(30GKEs. 
Skmtdsetof  the  Hmis^  cf  IkpresmUaliim^i 
TfiRRV  HvCAHAL^ 
Sjpeaher  of  the  SemUii 
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(No.  9.) 

Report  of  the  select  committee  relatire  to  a  change 
in  the  location  of  the  Wayne  county  poor  house. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  pe* 
tition  of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Wayne,  relative  to 
a  change  of  location  of  their  county  poor-house,  have  had  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  now  beg  leave  respectfully  to  re- 
port : 

That  the  fects  set  forth  in  their  memorial,  are  in  themselves  of 
sufficient  force,  in  the  opinion  of  your  conunittee,  to  justify  the 
legislature  in  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Among  the 
facts  'stated  in  said  memorial,  are  the  following :  That  the  pre- 
sent site  of  the  poor  house,  contains  but  about  twenty  acres 
of  land,  which  was  purchased,  and  is  now  owned  by  the 
people  of  Wayne  county,  and  that  the-  buildings  and  iniprove- 
ments  upon  it,  were  made  at  their  expense;  that  the  loca- 
tion, in  their  opinion  is  a  bad  one,  for  at  least  two  prominent  rea- 
sons, and 

1st.  That  the  land  is  low,  wet  and  marshy,  and  as  they  believe, 
unhealthy. 

2d.  That  its  proximity  to  this  city,  being  but  about  two  miles 
distant,  induces  many  worthless  vagrants,  under  feigned  illness  or 
poverty,  to  resort  to  it  as  a  place  of  refuge.  That  the  quantity 
of  land>  were  it  good,  is  insufficient  to  give  profitable  employment 
to  the  multitude  of  paupers  now  assembled  at  that  depot,  who 
are  able  to  perform  some  labor ;  were  they  placed  in  a  situation 
where  their  keepers  could  employ  them  advantageously,  it  would 
probably  result  m  their  own  advantage  and  to  that  of  the  public 
That  the  present  expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the 
county  of  Wayne  is  enormous^  and  far  beyond  all  precedent  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  it  being  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars  for  the 
present  year,  and  in  all  probability  would  increase  under  existing 
circumstances,  were  they  to  be  continued  at  their  present  location 
any  or  much  longer. 

Your  petitioners  have  also  expressed  an  opinion,  in  which 
your  committee  fully  coincide — that  were  a  farm  purchased 
at  some  central  point  in  the  county,  of  a  good  quality,  and  of 
sufficient  dimensions  to  give  employment  to  those  among  the 
paupers  who  were  able  to  labor,  that  the  expenses  to  the  coun- 
ty would  be  greatly  reduced,  if  not  in  a  great  measure  done 
away  with. 
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For  the  reasonf  and  hcU  herein  itatedt  yoar  oommittee  have 
reported  a  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  presoDt  poor*hou8e»  and  for  the 
ooostnictioD  or  purchase  of  a  better  one,  in  a  better  place*  Alt  of 
which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  committee. 

ANDREW  MACK, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 
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Reporter  of  the  minority  and  majority  of  the  committee 
on  elections,  on  the  claim  of  Elisha  Ely  to  a  seat  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  as  a  member  fromi 
the  county  of  Ailegan. 

The  committee  on  elecuons»  to  whom  were  referred  a  commu- 
nication from  Elisha  £ly»  Esq.,  claimio^  a  seat  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  the  county  of  Allegan,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  of  the  state,  report : 

It  appeared  in  evidence  before  the  committee,  that  the  claim  of 
Mn  Ely  was  founded  upon  the  fact,  that  in  the  county  of  Alle- 
gan, at  the  recent  election  for  representative,  (under  the  law 
of  last  sesssion  apportioning  representatives,  which  apportion- 
ment annexed  the  counties  of  Barry  and  Enton  to  the  county  of 
Allegan,  entitling  the  said  counties,  as  a  district,  to  one  representa- 
tive,) be,  Mr.  Ely,  received  a  majority  of  the  votes,  whilst  David 
B.  Stout,  Esq.  the  representative  now  occupying  the  seat  from 
that  district,  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  in  said  district* 

Haying  under  consideration  the  law  applicable  to  the  question, 
and  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney  General  and  the  Hon.  Ross 
Wilkins,  which  are  herewith  transmitted,  respecting  as  to  the 
constitutionality  of  that  law,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  coun- 
ty of  Allegan  was  organize  I  subsequent  to  the  signing  but  pre- 
vious to  the  ratification  of  the  constitution,  your  committee  were 
divided  in  sentiment — the  undersigned  being  of  opinion,  under 
their  construction  of  the  law  and  constitution,  that  Mr.  Ely  could 
not  be  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a  representative  from  the  county  of 
Allegan. 

TRUE  P.  TUCKER,  Ch'n  Cam. 
STEPHEN  MEAD, 
J.  H.  PATTERSON, 


A  majority  of  the  committee  on  elections,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  credentials  of  Elisha  Ely,  of  the  county  of  Allegan,  res- 
pectfully report : 

That  they  have  carefully  and  deliberately  investigated  the  sub- 
ject before  them,  and  have  come  to  this  conclusion — that  Allegan 
county  was  duly  organized  pievious  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  is  therefore,  by  the  provisions  ther/)in  contained,  en- 
titled to  a  separate  representative.  The  4th  section  of  4th  article 
of  the  constitution  provides  that  each  organized  county  shall  be 
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organized  shall  be  entilled  to  a  separate  representative,  unless  its 
pc^uifttioD  shaJJ  equal  t,be  ratio  oi  representation  hereafter  e3^b- 
lished  by  the  legislature.  We  are  then  led  to  inquire  whether 
the  constitution  tabes  effect  and  becomes  binding  from  the  time 
it  received  the  sanction  of  the  convention  which  formed  it,  or  at 
the  time  it  was  ral^fod  by  the  people.  Your  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  ^  coi^ventien  had  no  authority  to  ratify  the  consti* 
tution;  the  kiw  anthorisig  the  formation  of  the  constitution  and 
state  government,  gave  no  such  authority  to  the  convention.  The 
law  and  the  constitution  expressly  say,  it  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  people  for  their  ratification.  Thus  wo  are  to  infer  that  the 
GoiietHutioQ  had  no  l^iadbg  efi^t  until  ratified  by  the  people,  und 
that  the  people  coald  »ot  confer  authority  nor  jiirisdictio^  on  tb^ 
imirumeDt,  which  was  in  itself  a  dead  letter  until  it  received  their 


i^e  are  agaio  led  to  inquire  whether  the  acts  of  the  jegislative 
eouflcil,  passed  at  its  extra  session  in  August,  1835^  were  legaj 
aod  binding.  It  has  been  objected,  that  tl^  council  had  no  i^u* 
tbority  to  sit  more  than  sixty  days  in  any  one  year.  This  autho- 
rity was  conferred  by  congress,  and  congress  approving  the  aota 
passed  by  that  body,  would  necessarily  imply  an  assent ;  tbere- 
fiDTQ,  we  are  to  conclude  Ijie  county  of  Allegan  was  duly  organi* 
zed  pp^ioua  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution^  and  by  such  orga« 
nization  is  entitled  to  a  separate  representative.  Your  commit* 
tee,  therefore,  are  of  opinion  that  the  act  providing  for  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this 
state,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  senate  districts,  approved  April 
3d,  I83H,  so  iar  as  it  reJ^t^a  to  the  formation  of  the  district  compo- 
sed of  the  counties  of  Allegan,  Barry  and  Eaton,  was  unconstitu- 
tional, and  requires  the  immediate  action  of  this  legislature  ;  but 
the  unconstitutional  annexation  of  the  counties  of  Barry  and  Eaton 
to  the  organized  county  of  Allegan,  in  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, does  not  render  the  law  unconstitutional  any  further  than 
the  rights  of  the  respective  counties  are  concerned.  The  r^trO 
of  representation  would  not  have  been  changed,  had  the  coimty 
of  Allegan  received  her  constitutional  right,  which  she  claimed, 
tfierefore  no  injustice  has  been  done  to  any  organized  county,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  act  in  relation  to  the  for- 
mation of  other  representative  districts  is  constitutional  and  vnlid- 
The  unconstitutional  acts  of  the  legislature  cannot  deprive  the 
county  of  Allegan  of  her  vested  rights,  granted  by  the  constittt- 
tion. 

From  the  returns  of  fho  board  of  county  cativassers  of  the 
county  of  Allegan,  certified  by  the  proper  officers,  it  appears  that 
Eiisha  BIy  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  county  of  Al- 
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fegsn,  which,  in  the  opiDion  of  your  oommittee,  does  entitle  Imn 
to  a  seat  in  this  house. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ISAAC  WIXOM, 
F.  SHURTS, 
ALEX.  TACKELS, 
TIMOTHY  F.  SHELDON. 
January  \lth,  1839. 


Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  legislative  council,  approved  Au- 
gust 25rti,  1835,  the  county  of  Allegan  was  duly  organized:  And 
whereas,  by  tl)e  provisions  of  the  constitution,  which  was  appro- 
ved and  adopted  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1835,  all  oi^nizod 
counties  were  entitled  to  a  separate  representation :  And  where- 
as, Elisha  Ely*  of  the  county  of  Allegan,  at  the  late  election  in 
said  county,  held  on  the  5th  and  6th  days  of  November  last,  did 
receive  the  greatest  number  of  the  votes  in  said  county :  There- 
fore. 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Elisha  Ely  be  and  he  is  hereby  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  house,  as  the  proper  representative  of  the  county 
of  Allegan,  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  belong  to 
nnembers  of  this  house. 


Attorney  Genbral's  Office,      ) 
Detroit,  January  15,  1838.  ) 
Hon.  T.  P.  Tucker,  Esq.  CKn  Com. 

Sir ; — Your  communication  of  the  12th  inst  has  been  careful- 
ly and  maturely  consiiiered  as  the  time  would  permit,  and  I  here- 
with transmit  the  conclusions  to  which  I  have  arrived. 

Your  first  inquiry  is  as  follows :  **  When  does  the  constitution 
lake  eflect  and  become  binding  upon  the  people — at  the  time  of 
its  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  convention,  or  at  the  time  it  was 
ratified  bv  we  people  V* 

By  referring  to  the  ninth  section  of  the  schedule  appended  to 
the  constitution,  it  will  be  found,  that  after  providing  for  a  sub- 
mission of  the  constitution  to  the  people,  the  following  language  is 
used :  '*and  if  the  same  be  ratified  by  the  said  electors,  the  same 
duU  become  the  constitution  of  the  state  of  Michigan/*    Upon  this 

R revision,  I  am  of  opinion,  there  can  be  but  one  construction  fair- 
j  placed,  as  the  binding  force  of  the  constitution  is  clearly  made 
to  depend  upon  its  ratification  by  the  people.  This  being  the  fact, 
it  could  not  become  the  organized  law  of  the  state  until  it  had 
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been  so  determined  by  a  majority  of  those  who  were  to  be  affect- 
ed by  its  provisions.  Upon  this  pointi  then,  the  conclusion  to 
\riiich  I  arrive  is,  that  the  constitution  tooic  efiect  from  the  time  it 
received  the  ratification  of  the  people,  and  7U>t  from  the  time  it 
WBS  adopted  by  the  convention. 

A  reply  to  the  third  inquiry  it  seems  to  me  may  be  found  in 
the  answer  above  given ;  for,  if  the  instrument  adopted  by  the 
convention  did  not  become  the  constitution  of  the  state  of  Michi- 
gao  until  it  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  people,  I  can  con- 
ceive of  no  ground  on  which  it  could  have  any  relathn  back; 
for  it  was  adopted  as  a  constitution  for  the  government  of  the  fu- 
ture, and  not  for  the  past,  and  in  no  way  could  the  proposed  ays- 
tem  operate  upon  the  community  for  which  it  was  intended,  until 
it  had  received  their  assent  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the 
schedule. 

Your  second  inquiry,  **  whether  the  acts  of  the  legislative 
council  at  its  extra  session  in  August,  1835,  after  the  sififning  of 
the  constitution  and  before  its  ratification  by  the  people,  were 
legal  and  binding  7"  admits  of  a  similar  answer  to  the  last,  for 
the  constitution  abrogated  nothing,  nor  did  it  afiect  any  existing 
institution  until  it  had  received  the  assent  and  ratification  of  the 
people.  And  the  legislative  council  being  a  legal  portion  of  the 
then  existing  territorial  institutions,  all  its  acts  within  the  proper 
licniiation  otits  powers  were  oi  course  legal  and  binding. 

If  this  were  not  the  fact,  the  period  between  the  signing  and 
ratification  of  the  constitution,  would  have  been  a  time  without 
Jaw,  an  era  when  the  institutions  of  a  state  were  in  abeyance^ 
-wmting  for  the  sanction  of  those  who  were  to  be  a&oted  by 
th^B.  Such  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  the  framers  d[ 
the  constitution.  Such,  J  am  fully  satisfied,  is  not  its  Intimate 
construction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Tour's  respectfully, 

P.  MOREY,  Attorney  GeneraL 

At  an  election  held  according  to  law  on  the  fifth  and  sixth 
days  of  November,  Anno  Domini  1838,  in  the  county  of  Allegan, 
the  following  persons  received  the  number  of  votes  annexed  to 
Acir  names  respectively,  for  the  office  of  representative  for  the 
dbtrict  composed  of  the  counties  of  Allegan,  Barry  and  Eaton^ 
Elisha  Ely  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  votes,  (17&.) 
David  B.  Stout  received  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  votes, 

(m) 

Mnmfbrd  Eldred  received  one  v6te,  (1.) 
Andrew  Y.  Moore  received  one  vote,  (1.) 
The  whole  number  of  votes  given  for  the  office  of  representa- 
tive was  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 
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We  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  sfatement  of  alT  the  TOt€« 
given  for  the  office  of  representative  for  the  district  cmnposed  of 
the  counfies  of  Allegan,  Barry  and  Eaton,  m  the  coanty  of  Alle- 
gan. 

SILAS  F.  LITtLEJOHN, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  cf  Counfy  Canvcmer9. 
HENRY  H.  BOOTH, 
Deputy  County  Cterk. 
Mlegany  November  IWi,  1838. 

SVATE  or  MiCHIDAir,  AlLBOAN  CoUHTY,  CliEKBi^S  Ofwcb, 

December  81jf,  I8S8. 

:  Thereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  record  )a 
this  office. 

In  Witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affiled 
[l.  S.1    the  seal  of  the  circuit  court  of  this  county. 

ELIJAH  G.  BINGHAM.  County  Clerk, 
By  HENRY  H.  BOOTH,  Deputy. 

Stavs  op  MKOHOAiTf  Babuy  Covmnr, ) 
Novendj&r  15,  1838.      ) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  convassers  of  the  election  retorits 
for  the  representative  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  ABe- 
gan,  Barry  and  Eaton,  held  at  Hasting^r  being  the  place*  desigtia^ 
vbA  as.  the  county  seat  of  Barry,  November  15, 1838,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  caiiTassinsf  the  votes  gii>en  at  the  anfvuaf  election  held  on 
the  fifth  and  sixth  days  of  November,  Anno  Dtwmni  1888^  for 
the  office  of  representative  for  said  district  to  the  legislatutef  of 
Michigan,  the  official  returns  from  the  county  of  Eaton  not  being 
received,  the  board  adjourned  until  Tuesday,  the  37th  of  Novenne 
ber,  1838,  at  the  same  place. 

On  Tuesday  the  27th  instantf  pursiiant  to  adjournment,  the 
board  of  canvassers  of  election  returns  for  the  above  represenrta- 
tive  district,  convened  at  Hastings,  in  the  county  of  Barry,  pre- 
sent J.  P.  Woodbury,  deputy  cleik  for  the  county  of  Eatoir^  and 
Henry  H.  Booth,  deputy  clerk  for  the  county  of  Ailegati^  the 
county  of  Barry  not  being  organized  as  a  county  and  having  no 
officers  legally  numbers  of  the  board  of  district  canv^asBere* 
The  members  present  organized  and  took  the  oath  required  hf 
the  s^tatute,  J.  P.  Woodbury  officiating  as  chairman  arul  Hfeary 
Booth  as  clerk.  The  board  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  the  votes  for  the  office  of  representative  from  the  diflbr« 
ent  counties  composing  the  said  district,  and  found  them  complete.. 
It  appeared  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  in  said  district 
at  the  annual  election  held  on  the  fifth  and  sixth  days  of  Novem- 
ber, Anno  Domini  1838,  for  the  office  of  representative,  was 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-five ;,  d*  this  number  David  B.  Stoiit  i^ 
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€%Wed  for  the  office  of  represeDtative  four  bundred  and  e^hteen 
votes  ;  Elisfaa  Ely  received  for  the  same  office  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  votes  ;  Andrew  ¥•  Moore  received  for  the  same  of- 
fice, ninte  votes ;  and  Mumford  Eldred  received  for  the  samo 
office,  seven  votes. 

We,  thetboard  of  district  canvassers  for  the  representative  dis' 
Irict  composed  of  the  counties  of  Allegun,  Barry  and  Eaton,  by 
the  apportionment  act  of  the  last  legislature,  approved  April  Bf 
1838,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  and  correct  statement 
of  all  the  votes  given  for  the  office  of  representative  in  said  dis- 
trict. 

J.  P.  WOODBURY, 
HENRY  H.  BOOTH, 

Board  of  Canvassers^ 
Hastings,  Barry  County^  Michigan^  November  17, 1838. 
We,  the  board  of  canvassers  of  the  election  returns  for  the 
representative  district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Allegan,  Bar- 
ry and  Eaton,  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment,  on  Tuesday 
fhe  27th  November,  1838,  at  Hastings,  the  place  designated  at 
the  county  seat  of  Barry,  having  examined  and  canvassed  all  the 
votes  given  in  said  district  at  the  annual  election  held  on  the  fifth 
and  sixth  days  of  November,  Anno  Domini  1838,  for  the  office 
of  representative,  have  determined  David  B.  Siout,  of  Allegan, 
duly  elected  to  the  office  of  representative  for  the  said  district  to 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

J.  P.  WOODBURY, 
HENRY  a  BOOTH, 
Board  of  Canvassers. 

State  of  Michigan^  Barry  county,  Nov.  27,  18^. 
Resoltied  by  the  Board,  That  the  clerk  of  Allegan  county  be 
authorized  to  make  the  regular  returns  as  required  by  the  revised 
statutes,  of  the  proceeding's  of  this  board  of  canvassers  of  elec- 
tion returns  for  the  representative  district  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Allegan,  Barry  and  Eaton,  there  being  no  clerk  in  the 
county  of  Barry. 

J.  P.  WOODBURY, 
HENRY  H.  BOOTH, 
Board  of  Cmtvassers. 

State  of  Michigan,  Barry  county,  November  27,  1838, 

I,  Elijah  G.  Bingham,  clerk  of  Allegan  county,  do  hereby  cer- 
tify the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  statement  of  the  vote* 
g'iven  in  said  district  for  the  office  of  representative,  and  of  the 
certificate  of  determination  of  the  person  elected  to  sard  ofl^», 
and  of  the  proceedings  and  resolution  of  the  board  of  canvasser* 
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of  election  returns  for  the  district  composed  of  AU^aUt  Barrj 
and  Eaton  counties,  for  the  election  of  a  representative. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
[l.  8.]    the  seal  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  this  30th  day 
of  November,  1838. 

ELUaH  G.  BINGHAM,  ClerK 
By  HENRY  H.  BOOTH,  Dry.  Clerk. 
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(No.  11.) 
Message  from  the  Executive,  transmitting  a  commu- 
nication from  John  Mullet,  relative  to  re-locations  of 
certain  lands. 

ExBCUnVB  DEPARTBtBlVT,  ) 

Detroit,  Jan.  17,  1839.  ) 
7b  the  House  of  Representativa: : 

1  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report  of  John 
Mullett,  commissioner^  under  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  1838,  relative  to  the  re-location  of  state  lands  on  the  Grand 
riven  S.  T.  MASON. 

Detroit^  January  12,  1889. 
*ro  His  Excellency,  S.  T.  Mason,  Governor  of  Michigan. 

Sn :  On  my  return  from  the  woods  in  June  last,  I  found  at  the 
post-office  at  Muskcgo,  your  letter,  informing  me  of  mv  appoint- 
ment, in  compliance  with  an  act  and  resolution  of  the  legislature 
of  Michigan^  approved  March  28th,  1838,  Xo  examine  certain 
lands  therein  mentioned,  selected  for  the  state,  &c.,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  act  and  resolution  referred  to. 

As  soon  as  my  vocations  would  permit,  I  carefully  examined 
the  act  and  resolution  above  mentioned,  and  have  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  an  examination  would  result  in  nothing  but  dis- 
appointment to  the  settlers,  and  a  useless  expense  to  the  state.  I 
have,  therefore,  awaited  the  assembling  of  the  legislature,  that 
they  could,  if  they  wish  to  release  the  lands  to  the  settlers,  so 
am^nd  the  act  and  resolution  as  to  admit  the  location  of  lands  in 
lieu  of  those  selected  and  settled  upon,  which  might  be  at  some 
future  time  of  equal  value.  That,  1  think,  would  ensure  the  re- 
lease of  all  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  act  and  resolution,  (if  you 
except*  perhaps,  a  few  fractional  sections  immediately  contiguous 
to  the  village  of  Grand  Rapids.)  and  not  materially  diminish  the 
fund  for  which  they  were  intended ;  provided,  they  should  be 
withheld  from  sale  a  reasonable  time. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  MULLETT. 
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(No.  12.) 

Report  of  the  committee  on  University  and  School 
lands. 

The  committee  on  university  and  school  lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  reducin/r  the  price  of  seminary  and  school 
lauds,  have  fully  considered  the  subject  referred  to  them»  and  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  would  be  impolitic  and 
unjust  to  reduce  the  price  of  such  lands  at  present,  for  the  follow* 
ing,  among  other  reasons : 

Ist.  Mapy  of  the  best  of  the  seminary  and  school  lands  are  yet 
unsold/  whilst  others  of  poorer  quality  have  been  already  sold 
above  the  minimucn  price.  In  the  old  settled  counties  ihey  sell 
with  sufficient  rapidity  at  the  prices  fixed,  and  in  the  new  coun- 
ties the  lands  are  of  a  superior  quality,  and  will  sell  as  soon  as 
the  country  gets  a  little  more  settled. 

Secondly.  It  would  be  unnecessarily  reducing  (he  university 
and  school  fund,  to  reduce  the  prices  of  lands  that  will  soon  sell 
at  the  prices  now  put  upon' them. 

Thirdly.  It  would  be  a  cause  of  complaint  for  those  who  have 
already  purchased  such  lands,  to  redur;e  the  price  of  adjacent 
lands,  and  thus,  as  a  matter  of  course,  reduce  the  comparative 
value  of  those  just  disposed  of. 

And,  lastly,  the  rapidly  advancing  improvements  of  the  state 
will  soon  render  these  lands  a  good  bargain  at  the  fixed  prices, 
and  a  little  delay  is  thought  to  be  better  than  to  lose  the  benefit  of 
selling  at  a  price  which  they  will  soon  command.  We  therefore 
believe  it  inexpedient  to  reduce  the  prices  of  the  university  and 
school  lands  at  present 

J.  GOODWIN,  Chairmaa. 
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(No.  13.) 
Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
STATE  OF  MICHIGAN,  ) 

OrnCE  OF  SUPSRUVTENDENT  OF  PuBLIC  INSTRUCTION,        > 

Marshall^  December  31,  1838.  ) 

To  the  legislature  to  be  convened  at  Detroit^  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January^  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

The  Superintendent  of  Publiclnstruction,  agreeable  to  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  one,  title  eleven,  of  the  revised  statutcsi  has  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  supreme  object  in  legislation,  and  in  the  administration  of 
government^  undoubtedly  should  be  the  promotion  of  the  greatest 
good  of  the  whole  people.  To  elevate  man  in  the  scale  of  being, 
and  improve  his  condition,  is  the  sole  purpose  of  every  wise  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  every  just  code  of  laws. 

To  reach  this  high  object,  our  own  system  was  formed,  and  our 
code  established,  under  the  healthfuf  operation  of  such  and  si- 
milar systems  and  codes,  such  indeed  as  are  based  on  the  princi- 
ple of  equal  rights  and  privileges,  is  full  and  perfect  protection 
thrown  around  every  individual  of  the  state.  Defended,  in  the 
peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  rewards  of  honest  industry  and  toil, 
every  individual  is  secured  from  invasion  of  his  personal  rights, 
with  no  sacrifice  on  his  part,  save  only  such  as  is  essentia)  to  the 
▼ery  existence  and  continuance  of  his  security  and  welfare. 

The  attainment  of  the  greatest  general  good,  being  the  end  and 
aim  of  the  institution  of  civil  government,  a  severe  responsibility 
is  imposed  upon  all  entrusted  with  the  administration,  legislation 
and  execution  of  its  laws  ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  people,  unceas- 
im?  watchfulness,  lest  by  unfaithful  agents,  the  ^  republic  should 
aofier  detriment.''  Hence  it  becomes  a  matter  of  vital  importance 
that  such  a  system  of  general  instruction  be  established*  as  will 
best  promote  the  ends  of  government.  To  do  this  eflectually,  the 
means  of  knowledge  must  be  extended  to  every  member  of  the 
oommuuityi  and  those  great  fundamental  principles,  which  are  the 
adie  basis  of  all  rights  national,  pditical,  social  and  individual,  be 
instiUed  into  the  public  mind. 

Id  a  flovemment  Hke  ours,  where  all  power  is  retained  in  the 
bands  of  the  people,  the  only  safeguard  of  our  liberty  lies  in  the 
goo&tA  difibsion  of  right  knowle^e.  Ignorance  is  a  fearful  foe 
to  freedom ;  but  knowledge,  without  virtue,  is  certain  death  to 
tbe  republic  Such  a  system  of  instructioo,  then,  as  combines,  in- 
telligiCTce  and  virtue,  will  alone  ensure  the  continuance  of  univer- 
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sal  happiness  and  peace ;  and  such  a  system,  the  republican  form 
and  character  of  our  government  imperiously  demand.  Virtuous 
intelligence  alone  will  ensure  correct  feeling  and  principle  in  the 
mass,  and  a  consequent  selection  of  such  officers  to  fulfil  the  du- 
ties of  public  trust,  as  will  best  promote  and  carry  out  the  great 
purposes  and  plans  of  government.  Without  intelligence,  how 
are  the  offices  created  for  the  high  purpose  of  attaining  the  great- 
est good  to  be  filled  ?  Without  virtuct  what  security  have  we 
that  the  highest  intelligence  will  not  lead  to  infidelity,  in  the  dis- 
char<;e  of  duty  ?  Without  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  sanctified 
by  virtuous  principle,  where  lies  our  security  from  corruption, 
convulsion,  civil  war  and  ruin  ?  What  safeguard  have  we  against 
anarchy,  misrule  and  violence,  unless  it  be  in  and  by  the  dinusion 
of  a  correct,  virtuous,  intelligent  public  sentiment?  And  on  the 
other  hand,  what  is  to  secure  us  from  the  formation  of  powerful 
aristocracies,  even  under  our  own  wise  system  of  government  but 
the  general  dissemination  of  knowledge,  based  on  moral  j^rinci- 
ple  ?  Let  the  history  of  the  down-tr^den  nations  of  the  earth 
answer.  It  is  the  constant  and  unvarying  tendency  of  power,  in 
passing  from  the  many  to  the  few,  to  amplify  itself  in  their  hands. 
Where  ignorance  is  the  inheritance  of  all,  but  the  noble  few,  there 
is  nothing  that  can  successfully  resist  this  tendency*  When,  in- 
deed, the  exercise  of  this  concentrated  and  accuniulating  power 
becomes  so  oppressive  as  to  madden  a  whole  people,  in  their  fu- 
ry they  may  rise  and  put  it  down  ;  but  not  having  sufficient  intel- 
ligence and  virtue  to  establish  and  maintain  a  wise  and  just  sys- 
tem of  government,  power  must  soon  pass  from  their  hands  to  the 
few,  when  the  process  of  accumulation  is  n;?ain  commenced  and 
steadily  goes  on  as  before.  The  people  of  France,  driven  to  d^ 
peration,  overthrew  the  government  of  Louis  XVI,  to  pass  under 
the  imperial  reign  of  Napoleon.  Again  they  rose  and  put  down 
the  government  of  Charles  X,  to  pass  under  the  despotism  and 
constantly  increasinjr  power  of  Louis  Philippe. 

We  have  secured  ourselves  against  the  despotism  of  a  czar,  and 
the  oppression  of  an  aristoracy  of  nobles ;  but  how  are  we  to  be 
secured,  as  individuals,  from  the  tyranny  of  the  many  ?  The  ma- 
jority of  numbers  is  as  capable  of  exercising  despotic  power,  as  an 
emperor  or  an  dignrchy.  A  sense  of  justice  in  the  monarch,  may 
control  the  action  of  his  government,  and  his  subjects  be  secure 
while  life  remains.  If  the  prince  is  wise  and  benevolent,  the  peo- 
ple may  be  contented,  prosperous  and  happy ;  but  his  succenoir 
may  be  a  prodigy  of  wickedness,  and  his  kingdom  be  filled  with 
viofenoe  and  blood.  So  long  as  the  principles  of  humanity,  a  lofe 
of  justice  and  equity,  reign  in  the  hearts  ot  the  majinity,  we,  at  in- 
dividuals, are  free  and  safe.    But  no  longer. 

It  has  of  late  been  urged  with  great  power  and  eloquence,  and 
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with  distiDguished  learning,*  that  our  consthutton  and  form  of  go-, 
vemment  furnish  no  security  against  the  encroachments  and  op- 
pressive acts  of  the  majority.  This,  however,  is  no  defect ;  for 
DO  form  of  government,  and  no  constitution  within  the  power  of 
roan  to  devise,  can  provide  such  security.  Our  safety  is  not  in 
constitutions  and  forms  of  government,  but  in  the  establishment  of 
a  right  system  of  ^neral  education ;  in  the  development  and  cul- 
ture of  tnose  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual,  powers  implanted  in 
the  nature  of  man.  So  far  as  these  powers  are  seen  to  exercise 
a  controlling  influence  over  the  actions  of  men  and  nations,  are 
they  to  be  trusted. 

Indeed  our  safety,  as  individuals,  under  God,  must  lie  in  those 
restraints,  which  virtue  and  intelligence*  throw  around  the  great 
heart  of  the  majority  of  numbers.  The  desire  to  do  right  must  be 
planted  in  the  deep  bosom  of  the  people,  and  no  means  of  promo- 
ting the  perception  of  right  neglected.  The  faculties,  the  suscep- 
timlities,  the  emotions,  the  feelings,  which  make  up  the  great  sum 
of  mind,  must  be  cultivated  and  improved  by  right  instruction. 
Generally  diffused  education,  combining  the  great  powers  of  in<» 
telligence  and  a  pure  virtue,  is  the  only  safeguard  of  our  public 
and  our  private  rights ;  and  upon  the  progress  of  this  alone,  de- 
pends the  future  permanence  and  character  of  all  our  republican 
institutions. 

The  object  of  education  is  to  raise  up,  not  to  pull  down ;  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  man,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people,  while  increasing  the  individual  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  every  member  in  the  commonwealth.  If  education  results  in 
the  perrection  of  government,  it  also  leads  to  the  like  perfection  in 
science^  in  the  arts,  and  in  every  species  of  improvement  It  is 
education  that  unfolds  the  hidden  mysteries  of  creation,  and  intro- 
duces man  to  the  secret  springs,  by  which  he  is  destined  to  arrive. 
at  the  highest  degree  of  physical,  intellectual  and  moral  attain- 
ment The  improvements  she  is  yet  to  make,  and  which  she 
alone  can  make,  in  machinery,  in  mechanic  arts,  and  in  the  imple- 
noents  of  husbandry,  will  secure  to  every  man,  with  four  hour's 
labor,  a  competence  for  himself  and  his  family.  The  great  bal- 
ance of  time,  expended  as  it  should  be,  in  moral  and  mental  cul- 
ture, would  introduce  us  at  once  to  the  golden  age  of  man*  A 
less  amount  of  labor  than  this  can  never  be  desired.  Such  an 
amount  is  essential  to  the  beauty  and  perfection  of  his  physical 
nature — to  the  development,  the  healthy  and  vigorous  action  of 
his  bodily  constitution  and  powers. 

The  people  of  the  older  states,  sensible  of  the  urgent  necessity 
of  education,  are  awaking  to  redoubled  efforts  in  its  behalf.  Wise 
nieo  in  those  states,  confident  that  this  is  the  only  way  to  preserve 
a  preponderating  influence  in  the  general  government  of  our  com- 
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mon  country,  have  been,  and  are  promoting  every  meaoB  to 
advance  the  cause  of  general  education,  with  the  avowed  purpoae 
of  raising  up  men  of  distinguished  attainments  and  ability,  to 
guide  and  direct  in  their  councils.  This  was  the  purpose  or  Jef- 
lerson,  when  he  founded  the  university  of  Virginia.  He  perceived 
that  power  was  gradually  passing  the  mountains,  and  that,  at  no 
distant  period,  it  was  destined  to  take  up  its  abode  in  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  instead  of  bewailing  its  departure, 
set  himself  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  retain  and  exercise  all 
the  influence  that  higli  attainments  in  literature,  science  and  the 
arts  can  give  to  any  people.  Governor  Everett,  in  his  late  ad- 
dress  at  the  commencement  of  Williams  college,  urges  education 
upon  the  people  of  Massachusetts  for  the  same  reason.  ''  I  am 
strongly  convinced,"  says  he,  **  that  it  behooves  our  ancient  com- 
monwealth to  look  anxiously  to  this  subject,  if  she  wishes  to  maia- 
tain  her  honorable  standing  in  the  union  of  the  states." 

Would  Michigan  attain  a  high  rank  and  an  honorable  distiac- 
tion  in  this  maichless  confederacy  of  states, — would  she  keep  pace 
with  tlie  rapid  march  of  improvement  and  of  mind, — would  she 
exert  her  just  share  af  influence  in  the  grand  councils  of  the  na- 
tion— let  her  stretch  every  nerve,  and  ply  every  means  to  move 
forward  the  glorious  work.  Let  perseverance  be  written  upon 
the  walls  of  her  capitol,  and  let  this  be  the  watchword  of  her 
people,  till  every  child  in  the  state  shall  beconoe  thoroughly  edu- 
cated, and  fitted  to  fulfil  his  duty  faithfully,  to  his  country  and  his 
God.  The  object  is  high»  the  inducements  great,  and  the  rewards 
above  all  price. 

The  progress  of  our  school  system  has  been  as  rapid  as  could 
rationally  have  been  anticipated.  Scarcely  two  years  and  a  half 
have  elapsed  since  the  first  movement  was  mada  During  this 
period,  the  system  has  been  devised,  matured  and  adopted,  and  is 
now  generally  in  successful  operation.  The  success  of  the  sya- 
tern  will  be  evident,  from  an  inspection  of  the  throe  successive 
reports  of  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  In  the  fall  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty^ix^  thirty-nine  townships  reported 
fiUy-five  districts,  having  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirtv- 
seven,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen.  In  the  fall  of  ei^ 
teen  hundred  and  thirty- seven,  one  hundred  and  nine  townships 
reported  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  districts,  having  fifteea 
thousand  four  hundred  and^  forty*one,  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  seventeen.  During  the 'past  fall,  being  that  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eighi,  two  hundred  and  forty-five  townships  have 
reported  fifteen  hundred  and  nine  districts,  with  rising  thirty-four 
thousand,  between  those  ages.  An  increasing  interest  in  primary 
school  education  is  manilesting  itself,  in  all  parts  of  the  stale. 
This  is  shown  in  the  general  desire  to  obtain  correct  information 
in  regard  to  all  proceedings  under  the  law,  and  the  rapid  multipli* 
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4MnB  of  iohoQl-Kouses.  It  is  indicated,  also^  in  the  Ubetwl  pnmp 
sioDi,  made  during  the  past  year,  for  the  support  of  schools.  For 
(be  erection  of  houses  and  support  of  schools,  the  districts  hav«r 
tolontarily  raised,  the  past  year,  the  sum  of  891,717. 

The  ifnportance  of  statistical  knowledge  is  becoming,  every 
year,  aK>re  and  more  apparent.  It  is  only  by  such  iniormatioii 
as  statistics  furnish,  that  the  wants  of  a  community  can  be  ascer* 
taioed,  and  its  pro^^ress  in  improvement  determined.  The  reform 
in  the  discipline  of  prisons,  and  in  the  penitentiary  system  of  ti» 
United  States  generally,  had  its  origin  in  such  knowledge.  With* 
out  tiie  facts  which  statistics  embc^y,  the  legislator  must  grope 
his  way  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance.  Destitute  of  these  facts, 
and  the  light  which  they  furnish,  if  evils  exist,  he  cannot  apply 
the  proper  remedy.  The  I^slator  may,  in  conformity  to  the  po- 
pular sentinient,  determine  that  eyrery  child  in  the  state  shall  ber 
educated,  aod  provide  the  means  for  such  education ;  but  how 
can  he  know  that  his  will  is  obeyed,  and  the  means  properly  ap- 
plied, without  that  full  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the  subject^ 
which  the  statistics  of  education  alone  can  furnish. 

Our  achooi  law  provides  for  a  yearly  enumeration  of  all  ttie 
ohikiren  and  youth  of  the  state,  between  certain  ages  ;  and  for  a 
full  report  from  all  the  schools,  organized  under  this  law.  In 
justice  to  all  eoneemed,  ought  not  provision  to  be  made  for  a  fi^ll 
report  from  all  private  sch^s?  As  the  law  now  stands,  an  im- 
putatioD  may  be  thrown  upon  some  townships  that  least  deserve 
bL  For  instanee,  the  township  of  A,  according  to  the  enumera- 
tion, has  five  hundred  between  the  ages  of  five  and  seventeen,  bat 
reports  only  four  hundredas  in  school ;  while  the  township  of  B»- 
aoeordiog  to  the  enumeration^  has  four  hundred  between  those 
ages,  but  reports  as  actually  in  school,  four  hundred  and  fifty^r 
A  wrong  inlftrenee  may  be  drawn  from  these  facts,  as  reported/ 
aad  an  unjust  imputation  thrown  upon  the  township  of  A ;  thitf 
towaship  having,  what  does  not  appear  from  the  reports,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  in  private  schools.  It  is  therefore  respectfully 
propoeed»  that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  require  of  all  privato 
sehook  a  report,  setting  forth  the  number  between  the  ages  of  Gwm 
and  seventeen ;  and  also  the  number  in  attendance  under  five  and 
ofcr  seventeen.  These,  with  the  reports  now  required,  woald 
ffw  the  whole  number  at  school,  throughout  the  state. 

In  r^pd'd  to  the  €oliection  of  taxes  of  school  districts,  them  iii 
undoubtedly  a  defect  in  the  law.  The  fourth  provision  of  seo- 
tion  sixteen,  chapter  three,  title  eleven,  authorises  the  assessor  ^*lo 
ooUeet  all  taxes  assessed  upon  the  property  of  his  district;  *  *  * 
and  m  the  collection  of  taxes  upon  kinds  and  tenements,  said  aa- 
aeasor  shaU  make  returns  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in  the 
aaoM  manner  as  township  collectors  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty  of" 
the  iisamirar  to  isil  the  lands  and  tenements  for  ibt  coUeotioa  of" 
25 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


104  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

said  sdiool  tax,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  reauired  for  the  cotlec^ 
tion  of  township  and  county  taxes."  On  referring  to  the  law  for 
the  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes,  it  appears  that  the 
treasurer  has  no  authority,  in  any  case,  to  sell  lands  and  tene^ 
ments  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes.  It  is  made  his  duty  to 
send  to  the  Auditor  General,  an  account  of  all  lands  and  tene- 
ments returned  to  the  office  of  the  said  county  treasurer ;  and  the 
Auditor  General  is  empowered  to  sell  the  same.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  law  be  so  amended,  as  to  authorize  the  treasurers  of  the 
counties,  either  to  sell  such  lands  and  tenements  as  are  ^'returned 
to  them,"  or  to  forward  the  same  to  the  Auditor  General  for 
sale. 

It  is  also  thought  the  law  in  another  respect,  needs  to  be 
amended.  Individuals  are  now  liable  to  lose  their  landsf  held  by 
certificate  of  sale,  on  account  of  the  failure  of  those  with  whom 
they  may  be  associated  in  the  purchase.  A  and  B  purchase  uni- 
versity or  school  lands,  make  the  first  payment  and  commcnee 
improvements.  It  may  be  an  original  purchase,  or  a  purchase  by 
assignment,  and  the  whole  included  in  one  certificate.  It  may  be 
a  joint  ownership  or  otherwise.  When  the  instalment  and  inter- 
est fall  due,  A  is  ready  to  pay,  but  B  has  failed.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  A  must  forfeit  .as  well  as  B,  though  he  is  ready  and  will- 
ing to  pay,  not  only  his  proportion,  but  to  fulfil  the  contract,  if 
the  whole  title  could  be  transferred  to  him ;  but  the  Superintend- 
ent is  not  authorized  to  make  the  transfer.  It  certainly  does  not 
seem  reasonable  and  just  to  oblige  A  to  forfeit  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  B. 

In  case  of  actual  forfeiture,  it  is  submitted  to  the  consideratioQ 
of  the  legislature,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable,  to  empower 
the  Superintendent  to  transfer  the  title  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  may  be  disposed  to  fulfil  the  contract ;  and  hold  such  lands,  as 
may  still  remain  on  hand,  subject  to  sale  at  the  original  bids. 
This  will  bring  them  into  market,  without  the  expense  and  trou- 
ble of  another  public  sale.  Besides,  it  would  entirely  do  away 
with  all  the  inducements  which  now  exist  in  certain  cases,  to  for- 
feit and  protect  the  department  from  all  liability  of  being  de- 
frauded. 

Owing  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  countrj'  the  past  year,  ma- 
ny purchasers  have  failed  to  pay  who  still  wish  to  retain  their 
lands.  Among  these,  there  are  cases  which  require  considera- 
tion ;  and  perhaps  the  interposition  of  the  legislature.  They  are 
purchasers  who  hare  made  improvements  and  are  able  to  make 
payment  of  the  interest  only.  But  the  Superintendent  is  not  au- 
thorized to  receive  and  endorse  the  interest,  without  the  instal- 
ment In  cases  like  these,  purchasers  have  left  money  in  depo- 
site  for  the  payment  of  interest,  on  condition  the  legislature  should 
authorize  it  to  be  received  and  endorsed,  or  to  be  returned,  should 
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nheir  lands  be  declared  forfeited.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  some  of 
these  lands  are  already  forfeited  in  law,  but  it  was  deemed  with- 
in the  discretion  of  this  department,  whether  to  declare  them  for- 
feited immediately  on  the  first  failure. 

It  is  also  submitted,  as  worthy  of  consideration,  whether,  after 
twenty  per  centum  of  the  principal  is  paid,  it  would  not  be  policy 
to  require  only  the  interest,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  promptly  paid. 
Though  there  may  be  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  real  estate, 
yet  in  a  country  where  improvements  are  being  rapidly  made,  it 
is  not  to  be  apprehended  that  these  lands  can  so  depreciate  in  va- 
lue as  to  render  the  investment  unsafe.  In  the  ondinarv  course 
of  events,  men  will  not  clear  and  fence  their  lands,  break  up  and 
cultivate  the  same,  build  houses,  dig  wells,  and  make  other  im« 
provements,  and  then  abandon  them  ;  and  especially  after  having 
paid  one-fifth  of  the  purchase  money.  Nothing  but  a  genera! 
overflowing  desolation  will  ever  induce  them  to  do  it. 

A  plan  of  the  University  buildings  has  been  adopted,  and  pre- 
paration is  now  making  for  the  erection  of  a  part  of  them. 
Branches  have  been  organized  and  are  now  in  actual  operation  at 
Detroit,  Pontiac,  Monroe,  Niles  and  Kalamazoo  ;  others  also, 
have  been  located.  In  this  connection,  the  Superintendent  would 
urge  anew,  the  importance  of  making  more  ample  provision  for 
sustaining  the  branches,  independently  of  the  university  fund. 
Without  the  aid  of  these,  the  University  itself  cannot  be  expect- 
ed to  prosper ;  and  equally  important  are  they,  to  the  success  of 
the  primary  schools,  being,  as  they  are,  the  sole  means  of  obtain- 
ing a  full  supply  ot  competent  teachers.  If  the  salt  spring  lanSt 
should  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  branches,  one  might  in 
due  time  be  established  in  each  county :  and  this  seems  desirable 
to  perfect  the  system. 

The  agricultural  department  yet  to  be  established  in  one  of  the 
branches,  is  deemed  an  object  of  great  interest  and  importance  to 
the  state.  No  education  can  be  regarded  as  complete  without  a 
knowledge  of  agriculture.  Agricultural  pursuits  and  a  clear  un- 
derstanding of  the  principles  on  which  the  art  of  husbandry  is 
based,  have  an  acknowledged  tendency  to  quiet  all  those  vanous 
and  undue  excitements,  occasioned  by  the  political  action  and  con- 
tests of  the  day.  Most  peculiarly  adapted  also,  is  agriculture,  to 
give  to  a  people,  that  individuality  of  character,  which  is  essential 
to  sustain  republican  institutions. 

It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  advert  again  to  the  immense  value 
and  importance  of  common  school  libraries.  The  question  of 
their  utility  has  been  settled  by  the  decision  ofexperience  in  other 
states,  where  liberal  appropriations  for  the  purpose  have  been 
granted.  To  accomplish  the  greatest  degree  of  good,  in  our 
state,  district  libraries  must  be  established ;  not  only  that  the  use- 
ful information  contained  in  well  selected  books,  may  be  generally 
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conVejredi  but  that  teaehers  may  hare  tKe  beaefii  of  aodoiridg 
Ae  QQoat  extended  and  important  theoretical  information.  Means 
for  educating  young  men  to  become  teachers  in  our  primary 
schools,  have  been  devised  ;  but  by  the  acquirement  of  ail  that 
ibeae  means  afford,  they  have  only  readied  the  threshold  of  the 
temple  of  knowledge,  and  are  not  fitted  to  work  out  the  highest 
decree  of  good  wittwut  the  study  of  books,  and  the  consequent 
iam'maiion  and  instruction  they  afibrd.  Too  much  value  indeed 
can  hardly  be  attached  to  the  e8tabtisha;ent  of  scbod  libraries ; 
and  it  if  believed  when  oooe  rightly  establishedy  they  will  be  tbn 
meaos  of  e£^.tio.:^  an  equal  amount  of  good>  with  the  acfaoob 
themselves. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  university 
jRnd  school  fund^ 

Univer$Uy  FktruL 

Of  the  university  lands,  527  72-100  acres  have  been  sold  thn 
past  year,  at  an  average  price  of  920  29  per  acre,  amountii^  to 
110,704  40. 
Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  the  ten 

per  cent, 
Jteceived  from  purchasers  on  account   of  lands 

sold  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  being 

insjtalment, 
Jleceived  for  use  of  improved  lands, 


$UmO  44 


7,698  02 
150  00 


Amount  of  principal  received^ 


•6^18  46 


Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  interest,         7»7d8  43 
Received  on  account  of  interest  of  nK>ney8  loaned*        1,433  00 


Amount  of  interest  received, 


•9,171  48 


Total  amount  of  principal  and  interest  received,        #18,099  88 

£!stimated  amount  due  from  purchasers  on  account 
of  lands  sold  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  being  instalment,  #7,300  00 

Due  on  notes  for  use  of  improved  lands,  1,910  00 

Due  from  purchasers  on  account  of  in** 
terest,  5,228  00 

Schod  Fund. 
Of  the  school  land&  8,502  acres,  including  560  acres 
bid  off  the  preceding  year,  have  been  sold  at  an  ave- 
rage price  of  #8  11^  per  acre,  amounting  to 
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Beoeiyed  from  purchasers  on  account  of  the  ten 

per  cent,  0,901  60 

Received  from  purchasers  of  lands  sold  in  eighteen 

faaodred  and  thirty-sevcn,  being  instalment,  21,687  59 

Received  for  use  of  school  lands,  175  00 

On  hand  as  per  last  report,  864  00 


Amount  of  priocipal  received, 


•29,628  19 


Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  interest*     18,776  28 
Received  on  account  of  interest,  on  moneys  loaned,    2,684  71 

Amount  of  interest  received,  $21,460  99 

Total  amount  of  principal  and  interest  received,     951,089  68 
Add  Qoivdnity  [Hincipal  and  interest,.  18,089  88 


Total, 
Estnnated  amount,  due  from  purcbasersi,  on  ac- 
count of  lands  sold  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  being  instalnoent,  $18,544  88 
Due  on  notes  for  use  of  improved  lands,      359  75 
Due  from  purchasers  on  account  of  inU,  13,460  45 
Payments  have  been  made  and  loans  effected,  as 
IbUows: 

To  Jackson  county,  on  bond  of  supervisors, 
Kent,  do  do 

Berrien         do  do 

Lenawee      do  do 

Washtenaw  do  do 

Geneeee        do  do 

Saginaw*      do  do 

Oil  t)ond  and  nM>rtga^ 
Treasurer  of  university,  on  account  of  interettf 


$69,179  06 


County  treasurers, 
And  apportioned,  as  follows : 
To  All^n  couotyt 


do 


Braocb 

do 

Calhoun 

do 

Cms 

do 

Eaton 

do 

HiUadale 

do 

Ionia 

do 

Ingbam 

do 

do 

Sabmasoodo 

Lenawee 

do 

liviqgatondo 

do 

$139  52 
508  80 

1,111  04 
608  00 
110  08 
628  36 
122  24 
107  52 

1,233  92 
845  44 

Wia  00 

684  80 


$4,000  00 
5,000  00 
7,000  00 
7,000  00 
8,000  00 
5,000  00 

10,000  00 

600  00 

9,171  42 

21,817  60 
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Lapeer  county,  195  84 

Macomb    do  1,185  28 

Monroe     do  1,340  80 

Oakland    do  2,768  00 

Ottawa      do  29  44 

St.  Joseph  do  519  04 

Shiawassee  do  86  40 

St.  Clair     do  465  28 

Van  Buren  do  159  36 

Washlenaw  county,  8,006  72 

Wayne  do  8,441  92 

Saginaw  do  80  64 

Berrien  do  382  08 

Genesee  do  850  08 

To  Penn  township,  as  provided  by  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  $526  00 

Expenses  of  sale,  clerk  hire,  printing,  maps,  adver- 
tising, postage,  blank  certificates,  surveys,  &c.  as  per 
bills,  1,623  00 

Refunded  where  lands  sold  subject  to  survey  fell 
short  of  estimate,  J 18  24 

Accounted  in  last  report  for  lands  which  were  not 
taken  and  paid  for,  468  50 

Uncurrent  funds  received,  450  00 


•80,774  76 

Though  this  sum  exceeds  the  receipts,  no  doubt  is  entertained 
that  sufficient  payments  will  soon  be  made  to  meet  the  balance. 
Since  indeed  the  above  account  was  drawn  up,  a  considerable 
portion  of  this  balance  has  been  paid,  and  the  remainder  undoubt- 
edly will  be  in  a  short  time.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  no  part  of 
this  balance  is  due  the  State  Treasurer,  arrangements  having  been 
made  by  which  the  whole  amount  has  been  placed  at  his  dispo- 
sal. 

The  books  of  the  office  not  having  been  fully  written  up  and 
posted,  the  exact  amount  in  the  estimates  of  what  is  now  due  from 
purchasers  of  university  and  school  lands,  is  not  given,  though 
they  will  not  varj'  much  from  the  amount  actually  due.  In  a 
short  time,  however,  the  exact  balances  can  all  be  exhibited.  By 
the  operation  of  the  extension  law,  payments  were  brought  so 
near  the  close  of  the  year,  that  more  could  not  be  done,  without 
considerable  additional  help  and  expense. 

Of  the  uncurrent  money,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  three  hundred 
dollars  of  it,  though  not  now  available,  will  probably  soon  be  re- 
deemed ;  of  the  balance,  twenty  dollars  are  in  counterfeit  bills  and 
the  remainder  in  notes  of  fraudulent  banks. 

Document  number  one,  is  an  account  of  lands  sold,  and  prices 
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per  acre ;  number  two^  contains  the  returns  of  school  inspectors ; 
and  number  three,  is  the  report  of  the  regents  of  the  university, 
which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  duties  of  the  re^nts  being  at  present  arduous,  it  is  deem- 
ed to  be  due  in  justice  to  the  gentlemen  who  compose  that  board, 
that  their  expenses  during  the  lime  of  the  erection  of  the  univer- 
sity buildings,  should  be  paid. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instructim. 
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(No.  1.) 
School  Lands  sold  in  1838. 


October^. 
W  1-2  ■  6  M 
neMofnwM 
nwMofnw  M 
n  l-2nw  l-A 

■  eMofiwM 

■  wl-4of  tw  1-4 
n  w  1-4  of  n  e  M 
n  12  n  e  M 
el.2iel-4 

October  17. 
8el-4 

Odohtr  19. 
S  6  1-4  of  n  e  1-4 
w  1-2  n  w  1-4 

■  wMofiw  1-4 

October  », 
Wl.2tel-4 

■  wl-4 
el-2ie4 

October  %4» 
El^tiwM 
wl.2iel-4 
el.2iel-4 
w  1-2  D  0  1-4 
ne  1-4 
w  1-2  ■  6  1-4 
e  1-2  ■  wl-4 
nel-4 
e  1-2  s  wl-4 
0  1-2  n  w  1-4 
wl.2iwl-4Ail4nwl-4 

October  26. 
Wl-2iwl-4 
el.2iel.4 

October  30. 
Nel-4 
el-2nwl-4 
w  1-2  n  w  1-4 
neMofs  wl-4 
1.2iel-4 

November  1. 
E  l-2i  w  1-4  A s  w  1-4 of le  M 

November  5. 
El.2nol-4 
W  1-2  ofe  1-2  nel-4 
n  e  1-4  ofn  wl-4 
wl-2swl-4 
Wl.2teM 


I 


I 


^1 


16 


16 
16 

16 

16 


16 
16 

16 
16 


IS 

11  W 

80  00 

•8  00 

40  00 

800 

40  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

40  00 

800 

40  00 

800 

40  00 

800 

, 

80  00 

800 

8 

11 

80  00 

860 

9S 

9W 

160  00 

000 

6S 

7W 

40  OU 

800 

7 

7 

80  00 

800 

5 

8 

40  00 

800 

68 

3W 

80  00 

800 

5 

3 

160  00 

800 

6 

1 

80  00 

800 

53 

3E 

80  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

7 

8 

160  00 

1150 

80  00 

800 

7 

4 

80  00 

800 

6 

3 

160  00 

800 

80  00 

900 

2 

2 

80  00 

800 

7 

4 

160  00 

800 

8 

8 

80  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

3 

8 

160  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

1 

9 

80  00 

800 

3 

8 

40  00 

800 

80  00 

800 

3N 

12 

120  00 

800 

2 

10 

80  00 

800 

2 

7 

40  00 

800 

1 

8 

40  00 

8  00 

90  00 

800 

I 

7 

80  00 

800 

$640  00 
38d  00 

asooo 

640  00 
390  00 
320  00 

no  00 

640  00 
640  00 


Moo 
640  00 
890  00 


640  00 
1980  00 
640  00 


640  00 
640  00 
640  00 
640  00 

1840  00 
640  00 
640  00 

1280  00 
790  00 
640  00 

1280  00 


640  00 


1280  00 
640  00 
640  00 
390  00 
640  00 


960  00 


640  OO 
390  00 
390  00 
640  00 
640  OO 
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jtoi 


J. 

. 

1 
1 

1 

1 

si 

Jl 

—^-l- 

swM 

3N 

HE 

160  00 

800 

1280  00 

el-Saw 

1 

7 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

BWM 

3 

10 

160  00 

8  00 

12^00 

w]-2neM 

2 

10 

80  00 

800 

640  0(^ 

■  •MofnwM 

1 

8 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

w  1-S  ■  w  M 

1 

7 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

el-2ael-4 

1 

'h 

80  00 

800 

640  00^ 

el^ofel-SneM 

2 

40  00 

800 

640  09 

Nm)et*et9. 

iLl^nelA 

16 

1  S 

7E 

80  00 

800 

640  Otf 

el-SaeM 

3 

6 

80  00 

960 

720  00 

«1.9ael-4 

3 

3 

80  00 

800 

640  Otf 

BWfM 

5 

3 

7 

142  OQ 

800 

1136  00 

el-2twM 

le 

4 

3 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

w  1-SnwM 

4 

4 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

el-SnwM 

80  00 

800 

640  06^ 

«1-Sne  1-4 

80  00 

800 

640  OO 

«  l-S  8  w  M 

80  00 

•8  00 

640  00 

•  1-8  ■  6  1-4 

4 

5 

80  00 

800 

640  oor 

e  ]-8  s  w  M 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

wl.2n  w  l-4AwlSftwM 

2 

5 

160  00 

800 

1980  OQT 

•  oM  of  aw  1-4 

3 

6 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

•  wl4 

5 

3 

160  00 

800 

1280  00 

w  1-S  a  w  M 

4 

4 

80  00 

800 
$00 

640  00^ 

a  w  1-4  oC  a  e  M 

2 

7 

40  00 

820  00 

■  wMofaeM 

2 

4 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

JVaMMterlO. 

£l.2nwl.4 

16 

4 

3 

80  00 

800 

640  oor 

wl-SneM 

8000 

8fOO 

640  00 

•  l-SawM 

80  00 

800 

640  00' 

nel-4 

3 

3W 

160  00 

800 

1280  OflP 

wl-SaeMAel-tawM 

3 

1 

160  00 

800 

1280  00 

•  eM 

3 

2 

160  00 

800 

1280  oa 

OflCoterS. 

SeMofawM 

16 

1  8 

11  W 

40  00 

•  00 

890  00 

•  l-SatM 

40  00 

8  00 

640  OO' 

ael-SofaaM 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

nw  1-4  of  aw  1-4 

40  00 

800 

320  00' 

NammiirUL 

Wl-SaeM 

16 

7 

800(]f 

800 

640  00 

aw  1-4  of  aw  1-4 

11 

40  00 

800 

320  oa 

NaombBT^ 

W1.2nwM 

16 

8E 

80  00 

800 

64000* 

I9el-4ofnel-4 

16 

4 

40  00 

800 

820  00 

tvl.2ne]-d 

8W 

80  00 

8  00 

640  00 

DeeenAer5, 

S  a  1-4  of  tw  1-4 

16 

1  s 

7 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

a  w  MofawM 

7E 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

aeMofawM 

40  00 

800 

820  00 

MJtaMOtT  o* 

HwMoroal-4 

16 

38 

2W 

40  00 

800 

820  00^ 

36 
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1 

1 

1 

11 

h 

ll 

rfWMtWtFOt 

8wM 

16 

2S 

3E 

160  00 

800 

1280  00 

wl^toM 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

el-SnwMd^w  1.9110  M 

160  00 

800 

1280  00 

el^neM 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

Deoemher  Ih 

Wl^nwM 

16 

2S 

3S 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

loMofieM 

4 

3W 

40  00 

8  00 

330  00 

nwMoineM 

2 

7E 

40  00 

800 

320  00 

December  26, 

£14neM4teiM 

16 

78 

2£ 

160  00 

800 

1280  00 

nwl^iofaeMdtiioMofnwM 

40  00 

800 

640  00 

Deoember27, 

WLSneM 

16 

2S 

4W 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

DecenAertS. 

El-2toM 

16 

5S 

2W 

80  00 

800 

640  OO 

taken  until  after  laM  report. 

eMneM 

16 

3S 

IW 

80  00 

800 

640  OO 

wl^SnwM 

3 

1 

80  00 

8fl0 

640  00 

el-Saw  M 

IN 

8E 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

el-SawM 

1 

9 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

wl.2nwW 

5S 

14  W 

80  00 

800 

640  00 

seM 

1 

8£ 

160  00 

975 

1560  00 

560  00 

4760  00 

7942  00 

64256  00 

UNIVERSITY  LANDS  SOLD. 

swMofawfM 

7 

2S 

7W 

41  72 

20  00 

834  40 

nwM 

34 

17 

160  00 

20  00 

3200  00 

neM 

7 

160  00 

20  00 

3200  00 

n  w  free  of  a  e  fl  1-4 

25 

43  50 

20  00 

870  00 

•p'tofaeflM 
al-SnfiMofneM 

33 

5 

9 

100  00 

20  00 

2000  00 

21 

2 

10 

20  00 

20  00 

400  00 

block  4ofnwM 

7 

7 

250 

200  OO 

527  72 

10744  40 
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(No.  2.) 
Reports  of  School  Inspectors. 


OtKgi^ 


Ifemrk, 

BnmekCmmtm. 
CoUwater, 


SiMrvioodt 


Ovid, 
Umoo, 


Gikad, 
GinnI, 


lfft!tHOQ, 

Btimria, 
HiBbMh, 


Btrrydmniy, 
QmkmCmmtif. 


SerritmCmmty, 
CtOum  Cctmty, 


3 

1 

96 

4 

7 

4 

1 

23 

4 

1 

S 

10 

3 

4 

4 

19 

4 

6 

6 

15 

14 

4 

S 

1 

35 

10 

% 

20 

12 

8 

3 

1 
3 

59 
30 

6 

94 

7 

3 

1 

30 

3 

S 

27 

5 

3 

16 

4 

1 

29 

4 

2 

30 

2 

3 

39 

25 

5 

16 

1 

1 

27 

10 

4 

S 

22 

4 

3 

20 

6 

5 

16 

6 

13 

1 

3 

70 

10 

2 

1 
2 

38 
83 

4 

1 
2 

43 

38 

•  5 

3 

19 

5 

5 

11 

1 

3 

27 

1 

3 

39 

10 

8 

6 

1 

122 

2 

90 

68 

3 

16 

1 

4 

35 

65 
23 
101 
33 
25 

26 
32 
64 

37 
33 
20 

11 

75 

34 
48 
3S 
22 
18 


10    mc^ 
3    mo 
2i  mo 
6    mo 
3    mo 
3    mo 
3   mo 

•10 

6    mo 

7*  mo 
U  mo 
8    mo 

10 

3    mo 
3    mo 
3    mo 

6    mo 
4    mo 
Ufflo 

3    mo 

7*  mo 

6    mo 
5    mo 
4    mo 
3    mo 
3*  mo 

7    mo 

/ 

no  rtp 

12    mo 
3    mo 
6    mo 

•335 
50 
25 
75 

275 
77 
90 


150 
225 

56 

143 


70 


300 

80 


202 
90 
18 

500 

90 


500 
305 

180 
135 
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CffioKwi  and  TVnrai- 

II 

til 

6      65«« 

p 

HI 

11 

LetifUi  of  time  a 
school   bu  been 
kepi  by  a  qualia- 
ed  teacher  In  each. 

III 
III 

!l 

li 

^^1 

Isi 

S5 

zsJS'S 

^s2 

<S£ 

<^  = 

<s 

6 

3 

7 

27 

12 

48 

5*  mo 

•90 

Athens, 

4 

2 

1 

43 

8 

45 

31  mo 

900 

3 

12 

13 

15 

8    mo 

300 

Ifcurengo. 

11 

5 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

34 

51 
35 
22 
22 

90 
90 
80 
84 

Mifaon, 

4 

8 

2 

50 

5 

54 

5k  mo 

350 

3 

58 

80 

60 

10     BM> 

90 

TekPO*?, 

/S 

5 

1 
2 
3 

4 
6 

27 
27 
13 
24 
20 

15 

1 

45 

22 

20 

4*  mo 
4    mo 

57 

75 
201 
100 

Newton, 

5 
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(Na  S.) 
Report  of  the  Brents  of  the  Univenity. 

In  oompliaoce  with  the  provisioiMi  of  the  16th  section  of  chap* 
ter  two,  title  eleven,  of  the  revised  statutes  of  the  state  of  Micnt-» 
san,  the  board  of  regents  of  the  university  respectfully  subtriit  to 
Uie  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  the  following  report : 

As  no  formal  report  has  heretofore  been  made  to  the  iegisia- 
ture,  a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  several  enactments  relative  to 
the  university  and  its  branches,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  regents,  in  obedience  thereto,  is  deemed  not  inappropriate. 

The  constitution  of  Michigan^  article  ten,  sectiou  five,  declares 
that  ''The  legislature  shall  take  nneasures  for  the  protection,  im* 
provement»  or  other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been  or  may 
hereafter  be  reserved  or  granted  by  the  United  States  to  this 
state  for  the  support  of  a  university  ;  and  the  funds  accruing 
from  the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from  any  othiT  source, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund 
for  the  support  of  said  university,  with  such  branches  as  the  pub- 
lie  convenience  mav  hereafter  demand  for  the  promotion  of  litera- 
ture, the  arts  and  sciences,  and  as  may  be  authorized  by  the 
terms  of  such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  effectual  means  for  the  improve- 
ment and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  of  said  university.** 

It  may  be  remarked,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that  the 
foregoing  constitutional  provision  had  more  immediate  reference 
to  two  townships,  or  46,080  acres  of  land,  reserved  by  act  of  con- 

S'ess,  approved  May  20th,  1826,  and  subsequently  granted  to 
is  state  by  act  of  congress,  providing  for  the  admission  of  Mi- 
cb^n  and  the  ordinance  of  said  state,  approved  25th  July,  1836* 
In  obedience  to  the  constitutional  requirement,  the  legislature 
of  this  state  passed  the  **Act  for  the  organization  and  government 
of  the  university  of  Michigan,"  approved  March  18th,  1837. 
This  act  establiAes  "The  university  of  Michiean,"  declares  its 
object — provides  for  its  government  by  a  board  of  regents — the 
manner  and  term  of  their  appointment,  duties,  powers  and  other 
details  necessarily  connected  therewith.  An  act  amendatory  to 
the  last  named  act,  was  passed  June  21st,  1837.  An  act.  to  lo- 
cate the  university  of  Michigan  in  or  near  the  village  of  Ann 
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Arbor,  in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  was  approved  Marcli  20th, 
1837. 

These  several  enactments  form  the  basis  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  regents,  a  summary  of  which  is  now  given. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1837,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  given 
by  the  Governor  of  the  state,  a  quorum  of  the  board  of  regents, 
who  had  been  previously  appointed  by  him  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  ot  the  Senate,  met  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  organized  un- 
der provisions  of  the  twenty  second  section  of  the  act  approved 
March  18tfa,  1837.  A  secretary,  treasurer  and  librarian  were 
then  appointed. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  2(Hh, 
1837,  the  regents  selected  a  site  for  the  university  buildings,  and 
obtained  a  satisfactory  title  to  forty  acres  of  land,  with  right  to 
thewater  of  springs  adjacent,  and  the  right  of  way  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  same  to  the  buildings  of  the  university.     At  that 
meeting,  the  regents  resolved  that  the  following  branches  of  the 
university  be  established  as  soon  as  can  conveniently  be  done,  wilh 
a  due  regard  to  the  public  interests,  viz : 
'First,  one  in  the  first  senatorial  district. 
Second,  one  in  the  second  senatorial  district. 
Third,  two  in  the  third  do  do 

Fourth,  one  in  the  fourth  senatorial  district. 
Fifth,  three  in   the   fifth   senatorial   district ;    making  eight 
branches  in  all,  and  appropriated  88,000,  to  aid  in  the  payment 
of  teachers  to  be  employed  in  the  branches  when  organized. 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  five  branches  have 
been  organized  and  are  now  in  operation,  viz  : 

At  Pontiac,  in  the  county  of  Oakland,  to  which  a  principal  in- 
nted  September  15lh,  1837 ;  at  Monroe,  in 
oe,  to  which  a  principal  instructor  was  ap- 
19th,  1838,  and  ^  tutor  May  10th,  1838  ;  at 
county  of  Kalamazoo,  to  which  a  principal 
ointed  May  first,  1838 ;  at  Detroit,  in  the 
to  which  a  principal  instructor  was  appointed 
(8,  and  a  tutor  June  20th,  1838 ;  at  Niles,  in 
n,  to  which  a  principal  instructor  was  appoint- 
1838, 

,>upils  at  the  several  branches,  per  last  report 
of  the  principal  instructors,  is  as  follows  : 

At  Pontiac,  27 

At  Monroe,  63 

At  Kalamazoo,  22 

At  Detroit,  40 
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At  Nileg»  9 

*  Total  nam  t^r  of  students  now  reported*  161 

or  the  above  number  of  students,  ten  will  be  qualified  in  1889, 
as  teachers  for  common  schools,  and  sixx  for  the  university.  In 
1640,  say  September  first,  thirty  students  will  be  ready  to  enter 
the  freshman  or,  perhaps,  sophomore  classes  in  the  university.  In 
1841,  say  September  first,  thirty-five  students  will  be  prepared 
in  like  manner.  In  1842,  say  September  first,  fortjr  students  will 
be  prepared.  Total  students,  whose  parents  desiffn  for  a  liberal 
education*  one  hundred  and  one,  with  ten  reported  as  destined  for 
teachers.  The  balance  of  the  students,  now  in  the  branches,  are 
such  as  have  not  been  reported  by  themselves  or  parents,  as  hav- 
ing definitely  determined  upon  their  future  course  of  studies^ 
amountiag  to  fifty  in  number.  The  regents,  however,  feel  assured, 
that  great  accessions  will  be  made  to  those  enomerated,  of  such  as 
will  be  prepared  to  enter  the  university  in  1841  and  1842,  if  not 
sooner.  And  they  cannot  forbear  the  remark,  as  matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  state  at  large,  that  wherever  a  branch  has  been 
established,  it  has  not  only  received  the  decided  approbation  and 
support  of  the  inhabitants  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  out  has  contin- 
ued regularly  to  increase  in  the  number  of  students  from  term  to 
term.  A  code  of  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  branches  has 
been  adopted,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

A  ui>iiorm  system  of  studies  for  the  branches,  has  thus  been 
adopted,  subject  however,  to  such  alterations  as  experience  may 
suggest 

The  system  of  branches,  their  organization,  board  €f  visiters, 
support  of  instructors,  in  a  word,  every  thin^  connected  there- 
with, being  a  new  and  heretofore  untried  experiment  in  our  coun- 
try, the  regents  sensibly  feel  that  they  have  much  to  learn*  and 
that  experience  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  teacher.  They,  there- 
fore, feel  the  necessity  and  importance  of  proceeding  with  caution 
and  deliberation.  They  are  not  insensible  to  the  importance  of 
the  trtist  confided  to  them,  that  of  establishing  a  permanent  foun- 
dation for  the  moral  and  intellectual  culture  of  our  rising  state. 

The  branches  thus  far  established,  have  been  only  for  boys. 
No  female  branches  have  been  organized. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  legislature,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  authorize  the  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  univer- 
sity or  Michigan,"  approved  April  6th,  1838,  the  loan  of  $100,«- 
000  has  been  negotiated. 

.A  valuable  cabinet  of  minerals,  from  European  and  other  loca- 
lities of  the  old  world,  has  been  purchased,  and  is  now  in  possea- 
fsioD  of  the  regents.    For  this  object  94,000  have  been  appropria- 
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ted,  tlfOOO  of  which  have  been  paid  and  the  residiw  is  to  be  paid 
in  annuai  instalments. 

A  professor  of  Botany  and  S^oology,  (the  only  professor  yet 
chosen*)  was  appointed  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1838, 

As  Dofttor  Asa  Gay,  the  professor  above  mentioned,  wns  about 
to  visit  Europe,  in  part  on  his  own  private  acooun{>  and  partly  in 
discharge  of  his  professional  duties  to  the  university*  the  sum  of 
•5,000  has  been  placed  at  his  disposdy  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
as  the  commencement  of  a  university  library.  Arrangements 
bave  also  been  made,  through  this  gei^tleman,  for  obtaining  such 
informatioQ  as  may  be  desirable  in  procuring  the  most  modem 
and  approved  apparatus  for  the  departments  c7  natural  science. 

The  regents,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  aud  So- 
perintsndent  of  Public  Instruction,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
legislature,  approved  March  16th,  1837,  section  twenty-threey 
have  adopted  a  plan  for  the  university  buildings,  determined  upon 
the  materials  to  be  uied  in  their  construction,  and  taken  such  other 
measures  as  were  thought  advisable  for  their  construction.  Pre- 
paratory to  this  object  a  superintendent  of  the  buildings  has  been 
appointed,  and  some  materials  purchased* 

The  expenditures  on  branches,  during  the  past  year,  amount  k> 
•7,800. 

The  estimate  for  the  current  year,  as  salaries  to  professors, 
principals  and  tutors  of  branches,  is  910,000  00 

For  university  buildii^  S5J000  00 

Total  estimate  of  expenditures  in  1839,  945/^  00 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reports  the  sum  of 
#9,171  42-100,  subject  to  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor  Greneral,  in 
favor  of  the  treasurer  of  the  university,  and  that  the  further  stna 
of  •2,000  or  #3,000  may  yet  be  received,  being  interest  on  the 
university  fund. 

In  conclusion,  the  regents  would  congratulate  the  legtslature» 
and  through  thi^m,  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  whose  representa- 
tives they  are,  upon  the  flattering  auspices  under  which  this  great 
moral  and  intellectual  institution  has  commenced.  Recq^izing 
the  fact,  that  ''righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,"  and  that  "sin  is  a 
reproach  to  any  people,"  the  regents  have  been  studiously  care* 
fnl,  in  all  their  appointments,  not  only  to  select  insti  uctors  of  high 
intellectual  attainment,  but  also  such  as  are  of  well  established  cha- 
racter for  their  reverence  and  confidence  in  the  attributes  of  the 
Ruler  of  the  universe,  and  disposer  of  all  events,  as  he  has  reveal- 
ed  himself  in  his  word,  who  recognize  his  law  as  always  binding 
and  forming  the  rule  of  our  actions. 

Under  such  instructors  only,  the  boani  feel  convinced  they  can 
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confidently  look  to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  for  the  usefulness  and 
permanency  cf  that  institution,  the  care  of  which  has  been  in- 
trusted to  them.  And  on  bim  alone  would  they  rely  for  that 
wisdom  which  shall  enable  them  so  to  educate  and  "train  up  the 
youth  of  our  sta^  in  the  way  they  should  goy  that^  when  they  are 
old  they  may  not  depart  from  it*' 

Respectiblly  submitted. 

J.KEARSLEY, 
Z.  PITCHER, 
ROSS  WILKINS, 

Commkiee. 
Adopted  by  the  board  Janiiary  6th»  18M. 
DetnUf  Jmuary  6ih,  1880. 


9» 
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(No.  14-) 

Bank  Oomiiiissioners'  Reports 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  omdHouie^  Sepr$$€faaiive$  of  the 
■  State  of  Michigan. 
The  unddrelgiie4  Bank  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  Micbi- 
gan,  have  tht  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  a  report  of  the  afllairs 
and  oandttian  of  the  several  banking  institutions  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigiitt^  to^dior  wttk  tin  abstract  <x  eshibits  and  other  docuiAents 
therein  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 
A.  FELCH, 
D.  V.  BELL, 
January  18, 1839. 

REPORT,  &c. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Slate  of  Michigan. 

The  undersigned,  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan,  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  nineteenth  .section  of 
the  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  certain 
moneyed  corporations,  by  which  it  is  made  their  duly,  **  in  the 
month  of  January  in  each  year,  to  report  to  the  legislature,  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them — and  to  accompany  such  report,  by  such  abstracts  from  the 
reports  nruide  to  them,  and  by  such  other  statements  as  they  may 
deem  needful,"  have  the  honor,  conformably  thereto,  to  present  the 
following  report : 

The  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them,  being  the  first  branch  of  their  present  duty,  will  claim 
a  biief  attention,  before  entering  on  the  subject  matter  of  their  re- 
port. 

The  peculiar  embarrassments  which  they  have  had  to  encoun- 
ter, and  the  weighty  responsibilities  consequent  thereupon,  clothes 
this  duty  with  a  new  character.  It  becomes  an  act  of  justice  to 
themselves,  and  to  those  who  have  honored  them  with  so  impor- 
tant a  trust 

At  the  period  the  commissioners  entered  upon  their  labors,  eve- 
ry portion  of  the  state  was  flooded  \yith  a  paper  currency,  issued 
by  the  institutions  created  under  the  general  banking  law.  New 
organizations  were  daily  occurring,  and.  the  public  mind  was  eve- 
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ry  whw  aghated  vfHh  a|i|[)i^Ainiioii  anj^diitgoit  Tli^sMewtt 
ifi  the  mkfet  of  Ibc  &r'A»  eomequebt  updn  dn  oxoessive  and  ilotfU* 
ful  ciroQiatkHi.  Romors  of  the  meet  frightfol  add  reoklets  fmadt 
wefe  daily  hkireosiag*  In  Ibis  emergency^  prompt  and  Tigorous 
action  xrat  imperiousiy  demanded)  as  well  by  the  public  voice  at 
the^  or^nt  oeceithy  of  the  case.  Upon  a  comparison  of  ophHona^ 
the  Comi/iisiimiert  united  ia  the  oonoluslom  ibat  their  doty  ii^tof 
a  ttiro  ibid  cbaraoten  The  fi^st,  and  most  obvious  ot)C>  was  to 
take  immediate  and  decided  measures  ia  asoartainiag  aad  iovaa' 
tigating  (he  affiiirs  of  every  mstitution  euspected  of  fraed,  and  do- 
sii^  tte  door  against  the  evil  without  deiay^  The  secood  was  a 
duty  of  far  more  difficuk  and  delicate  a  narture^  and  involving  the 
aaaofinptHMi  of  a  deep  respoonbilityi 

The  pnbUc  intereat  seemed  to  require  that  some  distinotioii 
ahodd  be  made  between  caseeof  witful  fraud,  and  tliose  of  a  mare 
iriolattoo  of  the  law.  Tlie  first  class  could  proceed  but  from  oho 
motive  $  the  aecond  might  arise  from  misapprehension  of  the  iaW| 
mflated  viasrs,  errors  igoorance*  oad  various  other  oauses^  fiot  thift 
least  of  whidi  were  the  pressing  necessities  of  thoae,  who  bring 
largely  indebted^  aeited  the^opportunity  of  pr^ent  relief^  with  the 
expedation  that  a  short  delay  would  enabb  them  to  maliaa  thi 
meaiM  of  redemption. 

In  those  cases  where  tbe  commisstonerB  oould  induea  aeeitri* 
ties- to  be  giveO)  aad  excite  vigorous  efibrts^  with  any  pmapeot  of 
auccess,  to  withdraw  their  e^rcess  of  circulation,  and  render  eer^ 
lain  the  final  redemption  of  all  liabilitiest  they  ooosidered  it  their 
doty  to  the  publie  to  overlook  former  irreguhmtio^  and  aliearatid 
ettcoorager  the  banks  to  suirtain  themselves^  and  those  eogaoedja 
tiKm,  to  preserve  their  honor  and  cbaraoter«  This  oevMmkNl 
was  based  upon  the  fear  of  the  dreadful  consequeoGCS  which 
would  eoaue,  should  the  vast  amount  of  paper  money  in  ciroula- 
tioa  be  left  suddenly  in  the  hands  of  tjie  oommonityy  with  aie 
ptio>pect  of  redemf^ion  but  throc^  tbe  tardy  aid  of  the  lawa« 

With  these  determiiiatMns,  the  Commissioners  conmienoad  thehr 
brbora,  and  tm versed  the  state  in  efery  direccioiiy  wiiare  paUic  aa*- 
prehension,  or  private  inibrmation«  pointed  at  frauds  The  resok 
of  thenr  fir^t  e£R>rta  was  pkoed  in  the  hands  of  the  legistatan^  and 
is  on  the  files  of  your  honoraUe  body. 

The  aecond  i^raoch  of  their  labofs  has  anxiously  and  paiaAiHy 
ooeupied  them  until  this  time.  How  far  the  gradual  withdrawal 
smd  redemption  of  a  vast  amount  of  the  drcobtion-^^the  vahiable 
and  ample  securities  obtained,  by  inducing  a  compliance  with^'tha 
amended  laws  in  many  institutions  which  they  have  subaequemly 
ioaod  it  necessary  toenjcsti^  have  juitified  tlMwr  interpretalioo  of 
dietr  duties,  and  the  respoasibiiitiea  they  have  assumed,  is  confi- 
Amtly  aubmitled  to  a  candid  eonsidera&>ii. 

Had  the  Commissioners  confined  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  strict 
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ktler  ^  the  dtatnte,  their  taak  would  have  been  ooinpamtively 
easy,  put  in  nojeopardy  their  characters  and  reputation,  and  re-^ 
sftricted  their  efiorts  to  a  less  expensive  and  less  arduous  service. 

The  injunctions  obtained  within  the  &w  last  months  have  been 
numerous.  This  arises  from  the  fact,  that  ^the  public  have  ceased 
almost  entirely  to  receive  ihe  money  of  the  safety  fund  banks ; 
credit' beififf  withdrawn,  their  notes  have  accumulated  in  large 
sums  in  a  tew  hands,  and  coming  home  in  masses^  they  have  losi 
the  abifity,  which  might  have  been  maintained  if  presented  io 
smell  sums,  to  redeem  them,  their  exertions  have  been  paralyzed, 
indtfierence  has  been  manifested  in  making  any  provision  for  them, 
and  the  annual  instalments  have  been  n^ected.  The  reasons, 
therefore,  which  induced  the  Commissioners  to  second  their  efforts, 
have  no  lon^r  room  for  exercise ;  a  disposition  is  manifested  to 
escape  liabilities  ;^the  dangerous  responsibility  resting  on  the  Com* 
missioners  is,  therefore,  no  longer  demanded,  and  the. safety  of 
the  public,  in  whose  bands  the  irredeemable  paper  lies,  has  satis- 
fied  them  that  the  assets  and  securities  should  be  placed  in  less 
interested  hands. 

The  difficult)'  of  maintaining  an  impartial  action  has  led  the 
Commissiooers  to  the  adoption  of  the  rule,  that  the  first  infompa* 
tion  conveyed  of  the  insolvency  of  a  bank  should  be  through  an 
injunctien.  Had  the  doubtful  condition  which  a  bank  presented 
upon  investigation,  been  heretofore  bruited  abroad,  it  would  have 
been  vainly  urged  to  reinstate  its  credit ;  and  now,  when  all  bul 
the  notes  of  time  of  undoubted  character,  have  ceased  to  be  a 
currency,  the  proclaiming  the  disaster,  would  have  no  effect  but 
Ihat  of  enabling  the  vigilant,  and  those  nearest  the  source  of  in* 
fisMTmation,  io  cfispose  of  (heov  to  their  more  careless  or  remote 
fellow  ctiisens. 

In  obedience  to  the  second  requirement  of  the  statute,  quotisd 
m  the  opening  of  this  report,  three  documents,  marked  A,  B,  and 
C;  being  copies  of  the  several  reports  made  to  the  executive  du* 
ling  the  past  year,  are  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  an 
dlMtract  of  the  statements  furnished  by  the  banks,  showing  their 
liahilities  and  resources. 

Imundions  have  been  issued  against  the  Goodrich  bank  and 
the  Bank  of  Oakland.  The  manner  in  which  the  books  of  the 
fkmmr  were  kept,  and  the  wi^h  of  the  stockholders  to  dose  their 
concerns,  dictated  (he  course^  Its  oirculation  is  very  small,  and 
will  all  be  paid^  The  loiter  institution,  having  no  available  means 
tOTedeem  its  circulation,  and  having  (ailed  to  pay  in  th^  annual 
-infftaimeot  required  by  law,  was  proceeded  against  for  insolvency 
and  infraction, of  the  statute.  Its  assets  and*  securities  are,  it  is 
-believed,  amply  abundant  to  cover  all  its  liabilities.  The  Bank 
of  Utica  has  been  also  ei^Qined,  for  similar  reasons  with  those 
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[  IB  regard  U>  the  hist  mentionod  inMitatioDr^ncI  the  proba<» 
bility  of  its  redcenuDg  aU  its.  liabilities,  rests  vipon  a  similar  footiog. 

Ad  ifijenctioQ  was  obtained  against  the  Oakland  county  bank, 
which  is  a  chartered  institution^  for  refusal  to  allow  an  examina* 
tion  to  be  perfected,  or  to  hsrnish  a  statement  of  its  affairs.  An 
BynncUoo  bad  some  time  since  been  obtained  against  it,  for  an  al* 
li^ged  violation  of  its  charter,  bat  removed  by  an  application  made 
by  the  bank  to  the  Cbancelfer.  From  the  circomstances  which 
induct  the  prcTiodst  application,  and  from  the  partial  examina* 
tkmJately  made,  the  imperative  obligations  of  duty  demand  th6 
recocnmeqdatioD,  which  is  here  made,  that  the  lefpslature  shouJd 
authorize  s(  committee  to  examine  into  its  operations  and  condi* 
taon. 

The  Saginaw  city  bank  has  been  enjoined  on  the  ground  of  in^ 
aokepcy.  It  nun^bered  among  its  assets,  as  specie,  a  certificate 
for  tld^OOQ,  deposited  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  hands  of  a 
highly  respectable  comoiercial  house.  On  this  certificate,  tte 
president  and  cashier  bare  always  insisted  they  were  authorised  ' 
to  draw.  This  certificate  supplied  the  place  of  capital  stock  of 
the  bank/ which  had  been  k»ned  by  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers' 
and  Mechanics'  bank,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  late 
cashier,  of  the  Bank  of  Clinton,  to  set  the  bank  in  operation,  and 
had  afterwards^been  returned.  The  high  standing  of  the  gentle^ 
man  who  bad  the  control  of  this  institution,  and  the  respectable 
character  of  the  certificate,  induced  a  departure  from  the  cus- 
tonaary  rule  of  the  coihmissioners  not  to  recognize  specie  certifi- 
aales. 

The  assurances  of  the  president,  as  to  its  availability  in  there* 
demption  of  the  circnlatton,  were  received.  The  conduct  of  the 
bank  for  some  time  justified  this  confidence.  But  at  the  last  ex«» 
amination,  it  was  perceived  that  this  essential  item  to  the  Solvency 
of  the  institution  was  still  es^timated  as  specie,  to  the  amount  of 
$13^89,  whilst  a  large  circulation  was  afloat  which  the  bank  had 
ceased  to  redeem  on  preaentatbn  at  its  counter ;  it  was  not,  there- 
fbfe,  deemed  prudent,  or  safe,  any  longer  to  recogiHze  as  an 
available  asset  that  which  was  practically  useless.  The  violation, 
also,  of  the  provitaoB  of  the  statute  requiring  the  payment  of  the 
annual  instalment,  left  no  choice  but  the  course  adopted  The 
hank  had  furnished  the  necessary  securities  required  by  the 
.amended  act,  which,  with  its  other  assets,  should  be  sufficient  to 
aacure  its  liabilities. 

The  Clinton  canal  bank  is  also  under  injunction.  This  bank 
was  also  put  in  operation  by  a  loan  from  the  same  source,  but 
subsequently  passed  into  other  hands,  from  whom  abundant  se* 
entity  v^as  obtained  fer  the  ultimate  red^nption  of  its  then  lia- 
bilities. The  presidei^,  David  Fieiddook,  Esq.,  obtained  the  con- 
Hoi  of  the  bank,  and  fiirnished  a  most  valuable  part  of  the  seoa« 
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rttiMi  Every  assurance  vnm  received  that  iounediate 
should  be  taken  to  lessen  its  ^irculatioii ;  thi8»  to  some  eitont,  ^ 
done,  but  untoward  eircumstaoces  prevented  the  immediate  fui- 
filment  of  the  engagen^nt.  Subsequently,  the  stock  was  trans^ 
ferred  to  other  hands,  without  any  information  to  the  Commta* 
sioner,  who  liad  reKed  upon  the  character  of  the  president,  judge 
Pftddock,  who  had  given  so  stroi^  a  guarantee  of  good  feitfa  by 
fturnishing  valuable  securities.  Assurances,  however,  wei^  given» 
eo  application  to  the  gentleman  above  named,  that  the  purchaser^ 
J.  L.  Coi^r,  was  then-  absent'  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  the  reiii« 
statement  of  the  institution-^that  nothing  had  been  done»  or  would 
be  allowed,  injurious  to  the  public  interest — and  that  ho  had  am- 
ple security  fiom  the  purchaser  to  guarantee  its  salety.  Tbe 
loan,  however,  was  not  eflfected,  and  it  is  to  be  apprebeoded,  that 
a  considerable  amcHint  of  the  notes  were  abstracted  and  dtspoead 
of  in  a  fraudulent  manner.  No  imputation,  however,  is  cast  opoa 
the  integrity  of  judge  Paddock,  who  docs  not  consider  himselt  ro» 
sponsible  for  the  nets  of  the  bank  subsequent  to  the  disposal  of  his 
stock.  He  has  claimed  from  (be  Auditor  General,  a  release  of 
his  securities,  by  the  substitution  of  those  offered  by  Mr.  Conger* 
under  Aepromio  of  the  sixth  section  of 'the  amended  act  of  De» 
cember  30,  1637.  The  Auditor  General,  however,  under  the 
sanction  of  tbe  Commissioners,  has  refused  to  surrender  the  ae* 
curities.  As  no  entries  were  made  of  the  bills  abstracted,  and 
as  the  stockholderB,  upon  the  discovery  of  the  fact,  burnt  aH  the 
remaining  sheets  found  in^  the  bank,  the  amount  of  circulation  is 
doubtful.  Yet,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  receiver,  fnm 
bills  in  his  hands/  and  within  his  knowledge,  there  is  reason  to 
hope  that  the  securities,  if  realized,  will  go  far  to  redeem  the 
liabilities  of  the  bank. 

The  Bank  of  Shiawassee  and  the  Bank  of  Auburn  have  nemar 
gone  beyond  their  organization,  and  are  among  the  cases  hens** 
after  mentioned  as  requiring  legislative  interlerence. 

An  injunction  has  been  obtained  agamst  the  Bank  of  Coldwa»> 
ter,  it  having  failed  to  efiect  the  negotiation  mentibned  in  documeol 
marked  C,  herewith  transmitted,  from  which  the  ability  was  anti- 
cipated of  redeemtog  its  circulation.  Confidenoe,  however,  is  eoh 
tertained  that  it  will  be  able  to  pay  all  its  liabilities. 

Application  has  likewise  been  made  for  injunctions  against  tbe 
Dank  of  Allegan  and  tbe  Berrien  County  Bank,  and  joSetal  pr9> 
ceedinffs  are  in  process  of  institution  through  the  Attorney  Oeno^ 
mL  &  the  case  of  the  Bank  of  Alk^n,  Uie  arplioation  is  a  re- 
newal of  one  made  by  the  late  commissioner,  Thomas  Fitzgerstd; 
Esq.,  for  violations  of  law  and  general  insolvency.  The  oood^, 
tion  of  the  Berrien  county  bank  at  its  cicamination  in  Jnhr  last 
is  exhibited  in  .the  report  above  ntentioned,  marked  C.  rtmB 
there  be  seen  that  tlie  operations  of  the  bank  were  theo  sospeo- 
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JdA  '4111^  certain  requiPeaieitU  were thco  ioikted  Ufoo, and tbal 
tbeir  inoooys  and  wei%  were  retnoved  out  oT  tJmr  faandt^  and 
bejMd  llieir  eooirol,  uatii  a  faithful  compliaDOe  with  Aose  re- 
^memm^  were  made^  A  failure  has  taJcen  plaoe  ia  the  full 
pafomnaDOC  of  these  eo^gemetits,  although  nnich  has  beea  wy 
Qompliahad  in  the  redemption  or  withdrawal  of  its  bills  frem  ciiw 
ettlalioo,  and  In  ibe  decrease  of  its  otb^r  liabilities.  This  reank 
proves  the  correctness  of  the  poh'cy  adopted^  of  auipetading^ 
QfOTWoM  of  the  bstitutioiit  instead  of  putting  an  abrupt  termina- 
tmi  to  itfl  action  by  a  writ  of  in}uiaction.  No  further  deairav 
however,  on  the  part  of  the  bonk  seemed  to  exists  at  all  e^enls 
no  eiort  was  made^  farther  to  better  hs  coo^tieo,  aad  an  injuno 
tioD  was  therefore  applied  for,  as  above  ^stated. 

The  People's  bank  <^  Gmnd  rirer*  located  at  Grand  Rapids^ 
wlHCh  eoflfimenced  operation  in  vioktioft  of  4a w,  was  in  conse* 
<|oeoee  suspended  by  the  Comnitssioner,  as  reported  to  the  execu* 
tire  in  the  document  last  referred  ia  On  a  sUbseiKient  visit  and 
ejcamioatioQ.  the  htmK  at  the  suggestion  of  the  ComiBissioiier» 
awgood  all  its  effodsaaMt  assets  into  the  hands  of  trustees^  splis- 
ibetorv  to  him»  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors.  Thn  ooiurse  aeem» 
ed  to  be  the.  only  proper  one  to  ado^t  mider  the  pecnliaFcircum- 
iteaces  of  the  ease^  The  re<}uiaile  certificate  of  organizathm  not 
having  been  filed  according  to  law  in  the  Secretary  of  Stales  o^ 
fioe^  Ike  aUBoeiatieh  ^aa-  in  cooseqiaenee,'  not  cognisable  as  a'eor- 
fonyle  body»t>r  wiihia  the  jurifidiGitieii  of  the  Chancellor.  All  the 
lodebmjkMss  to  thepobiici  with  the  exception  of  one  ortwohwH 
dfod  dollars*  has  been  aliieady  canceiled>  and  no  loss  will  be  sua- 
tajned  by  the. public.    : 

.Xbe  Fanoaer's  bank  of  Horner^  and  the  Bank  of  Battle  Greek 
hsKre  heen.aUowed  a  reasonable  time,  to  efiect  nego^ialieiia  of 
leans,  finr  the  purpose  of  redeemit^  their  oirculatien,.  whieb  those 
havaae  the  OfsHfoi  of  both  these  institutions  iEure  sineerely  eaodoiis 
le  wiwbww  from  the  comrauaify*  TJie  Coranoissioner  belieted 
it  a  duty,  in  the  advancement  of  the  public  interest^  to  second 
these  *eiMieavors»  wbich  wiih6ui  doobt  are  faitbM  and  earnest, 
bgr  aftifding  theos  ite  opportunity  to  raise  competent  means  to 
emol  iUsi  fMirpose.  This  course  was  pursued  under  a  conviction 
tfaet  the»  piiMie  could  sustain  no  ir^ury^  bui  be  materially  bensfil* 
ted  by.  the  nneasure,  by  receiving  good  and  current  funds  Sf»  the 
SMitti  of  these  banks,  in  frenv  one  to  tfwo  months  at  farthest,  Wh 
ilead  of  trattiog  tbe  reitolt  of  n  protracted  process  inchraeery* 

The  Bank  of  Balde  Creek,  there  is  good  ground  £c>r  assurance 
wHl  be  io  possession  of  the  means  to  efieet  this  desirable  objeet 
it^  thO  eoorse  of  two  weeks;  a  iavorabie  issue  to^  the  pending  oe* 
yHia<<so*  for  tbftt  ipurpose  being  eonfidentJgr  entertained. 

Tho  Bank  ef  Singapore  has  not  been  visiled,  the  roads  beii^ 
impaflsable  at  ti^  tlase  the  CeaamissiDner  waa  eaengad  ini  bislMir 
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of  eatamioatioo.    An  early  invest^tioo  of  its  ftflkirir  h^wrefaiv 
will  be  institutedt  mnd  made  the  subject  of  a  special  report 

The  Baak  of  Manchester  bas  been  eogagsd  solely  in  redeeming 
its  circulation  and  discharging  its  responsibilities.  If  has  reitooeS 
its  circuiation  from  tnore  uian  •100,000  to  $25,514,  and  its  re* 
soQToes  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  pay  all  its  responsibiHtiea.' 
The  stockholders  wilt*  howeven  in  all  -probability  find  it  to  their 
iatet^est  to  close  the  institution. 

Besides  the  banks  in  the  second  circuit  included  in  the  list  tiev^ 
to  annexed  in  the  general  abstract,  there  has  been  oi^ganized,  on* 
der  the  general  banking  law,  the  Commonwealth  bank,  at  Teeiim<- 
seh»  the  Citiaen's  bankt  at  Ann  Art}or»  die  Michigan  Centre  bank^ 
at  Michigan  Centre,  neither  of  which  has  issu^i  bilis^  althoogb 
all  have  given  security*  In  these  instances,  as  in  some  others, 
the  interest  of  the  community  requires*  in  the  opinion  of  the  CoAi^ 
missioners,  an  abrogation  of  chartered  privileges  and  a  provistOQ 
of  law  authorinnff  the  proper  authoritiea,  nacier  such  sahatary 
restrictions  as  will  secure  the  public  against  all  possible  injory^  lo 
discharge  the  securities  given.  In  the  instances  above  mentiooed^ 
and  m  some  cases  in  the  third  circuit,  it  is  believed  that  stieh  m 
course  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  those  who  are  interesledt 
and  who  find  it  no  object  to  embark,  or  proceed,  in  banking  ope* 
rations. 

The  Millers'  Bank  of  Washtenaw,  at  Ann  Arboiv  witk«  eivcuia* 
tion  of  about  #400,  and  the  Baid[  of  Superior,  at  Superior,  wMi  a 
circulation  of  only  about  tM,  came  to  the  conclusion  some  tbM 
since  to  close  up  their  conoems.  In  both  instances  their  bills  bav« 
uniformly  been  redeemed,  and  still  are  redeemed  on  presentatioo* 
In  th^se  and  other  cases  where  no  possible  loas  could  occur,  the 
Commissioners  could  see  no  good  object  in  instituting  adverse  pf^ 
ceedings  to  close  up  their  ooooems  by  a  long  and  expensive  ms» 
cess  in  chancery,  and  no  authority  seems  any  where  in  tha  law 
to  be  given  for  an  amicable  surrender  of  chartered  rights  upon 
payment  of  responsibilities. 

The  Commissioners  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  reoommaad 
to  the  tegisiatcn'e  a  careful  examination  of  this  subject  PeAapi 
the  permission  of  an  asssignment,  to  operate  as  a  sanwder  cf 
chartered  privileges,  might  be  given,  under  the  supervision  of 'the 
Commissionors,  and  made  available  to  any  of  the  safety  finid 
banks  now  existing,  with  a  view  to  the  immediate  payment  firem 
their  assets  of  all  responsibilities  to  the  public,  and  a  nnal  divisiaa 
of  all  remaining  balances  amonsr  the  stockholdenk  It  would  be 
necessary,  also,  to  provide  that  upon  the  payment  of  aH^  or  nearly 
all,  of  the  liabilities  of  the  institutions,  the  Auditor  General,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Commissioners,  siiould  have  the  authority  to  di»oiiai;g0 
the  securities,  oi^  such  portion  of  them  as  might  be  deeaflisd  pnoijomr 
under  the  oircumstanoes  of  the  ease;  or  porbaps  they  mightbe 
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aKolivH  upon  application  ta  tbe  Chancellor,  to  settle  op  their  own 
afl^TB  onder  bis  direction. 

But  whatever  plan  should  be  adopted  iti  detail  to  accompli^ 
ibe  object  in  view,  a  law  for  that  purpose  cannot  be  too  strictly 
guarded  to  secure  the  public  interest.  Dormant  rights  of  orga** 
nizcd  associations,  cannot,  consistently  with  the  public  weal,  be 
permitted  long  to  exist ;  and  the  immense  amount  of  real  estatef 
now  under  incumbrance  for  bank  securities,  is  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance,  as  to  require  of  the  proper  authorities  an  a^ 
tention  to  the  subject. 

Should  the  proper  provisions  of  law  for  this  purpose  be  nuide^ 
it  is  believed  that  many  who  are  now  interested  in  banks,  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  closii^  the  institutions  under 
their  control,  without  the  opprobrium  of  public  adverse  proceed- 
ings, before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Should  the  legislature,  however;  determine  against  the  enact- 
ment  of  such  a  Taw,  the  Commissioners  will  deem  it  their  duty, 
in  all  cases  proper  for  such  action*  to  apply  for  injunctions^ 

On  an  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  Washtenaw, 
the  14th  day  of  December  last,  there  were  in  bank,  of  the  bills 
of  the  safety  fund  banks  of  this  state  under  injunctions,  the  amount 
of  914,007.  It  also  appeared  that  the  sum  of  96,288  75,  in  like 
funds,  was  lately  disposed  of  to  OIney  Hawkins,  in  the  purchase 
of  a  mortgage  certificate  of  sale,  making  the  large  amount  of 
920,295  77,  in  uncurrent  funds,  now,  or  late  in  the  possession  of 
the  bank,  most  of  which  have  been  received  since  the  16th  of  July 
last.  It  also  appeared  that  large  amounts  of  the  same  depreda- 
ted currency,  had,  in  the  mean  time,  been  used  by  the  bank,  in 
payment  of  its  notes,  and  in  the  discharge  of  its  other  liabilities.' 
It  appearing  also  before  the  Commissioner,  that  one  of  the  offi>- 
cers  of  that  bank  had  been  engaged  in  purchasing  such  notes  at . 
a  depreciated  value,  and  had  made  his  deposites  in  the  Bank  of 
Washtenaw,  and  that  he  had  used  in  the  payment  of  his  ownr 
debts,  some  of  the  proper  resources  of  the  bank,  a  bill  in  chan- 
cery was  filed,  charging  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the' 
officers,  and  apprehended  insolvency  of  the  institution. 

The  bank  had  moreover  iailed,  as  was  allesed,  to  pay  its  noteir 
on  demand,  or  within  sixty  days  thereafter.  Immediately  before 
tbe  service  of  the  injunction,  to  wit,  on  the  7th  January,  instant,- 
the  Commissioner  again  visited  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king an  examination  into  its  condition,  but  such  examination  was' 
refused. 

There  are,  also,  other  violations  of  the  law,  and  other  instance^' 
c(  improper  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  which  are  fully 
set  forth  in  the  bill. 

At  tbe  time  of  the  last  report,  a  negotiation  was  in  progress  by 
this  bank,  to  effect  a  loan,  to  enable  if  to  redeem  its  circulation  r 
80 
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and  hopes  were  eotertained  that  it  might  be  able  to  «oooiii|iliah  to 
desirable  an  object.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  were  obtained  by 
the  bank,  about  ten  thousand  of  which  were  used  to  pay  drafts 
and  its  paper  in  another  bank.  The  remaining  ten  thousand  seems 
to  have  afforded  little  or  no  reliet  in  paying  its  circulatiooi  or  ia 
restoring  the  credit  of  the  institution.  The  circulation  ol  the  bank 
is  now  about  forty-eight  thousand  dollais. 

The  history  of  banking,  and  an  examination  of  the  conflicting 
opinions  which  are  maintained  upon  the  subject  of  currency, 
would  require  a  volume,  rather  than  the  limits  of  an  ordinary  re* 
port.  But  the  internal  energies  and  resources  of  a  new  country, 
in  their  constant  exercise  and  developement,  so  soon  shake  off  the 
eonsequencesrsnd  obliterate  the  sense  of  disaster  and  distress,  that 
niiore  reflection  seems  heretofore  to  have  been  bestowed  upoo 
temporary  expedients,  than  upon  that  thorough  investigation  of  the 
subject,  which  would  lead  to  a  permanent  remedy  against  the  re> 
currence  of  similar  evils. 

Standing  as  Michigan  does,  upon  the  ruins  of  her  credit  and 
currency,  it  behooves  her  to  carefully  examine  the  causes, 
which  have  precipitated  to  almost  entire  destruction,  the  edifice 
so  lately  erected,  and  by  the  light  of  other  examples,  and  her  owo 
experience,  to  rear  upon  a  safer  and  surer  foundation,  that  which 
her  present  condition  calls  upon  her  to  establish* 

In  aid  of  this  object,  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  operatioo  and  con- 
sequences of  her  present  system,  may  not  be  deemed  unprofitt^ 
ble. 

On  the  15th  day  of  March,  1837,  the  act  popularly  entitled  tim 
general  banking  law,  was  passed,  upon  the  plausible  principle  of 
introducing  a  free  competition,  into  what  was  considered  a  profited 
ble  branch  of  business,  heretofore  monopolized  by  a  few  favored 
corporations.  In  little  more  than  one  jrear,  forty-nine  banks  were 
organized,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  93,915,000,  and  about  forty 
went  into  actual  operation,  under  its  provisions.  These  institu*- 
tions  professed  to  have  an  actual  end  available  capital,  of  91,7451^ 
000 ;  30  per  centum  of  the  nominal  capital  being  presumed  to  have 
been  paid  in»  according  to  law,  in  gold  and  silver ;  they  were  aiK 
thorized  to  issue  and  put  into  circulation,  bank  bills,  to  the  sum 
of  $4,862,500,  being  twice  and  a  half  the  amount  of  capital  jNud 
in  and  possessed.  The  feature  of  the  act  which  authorhssd  bank^ 
ing  under  the  suspension  law,  that  h  to  say,  giving  the  sanction  of 
law  to  the  issue  of  promises  to  pay,  not  liable  to  redemption  io 
gold  and  silver  on  demand,  gave  an  irresistible  impulse  to  their  ca- 
reer, by  opening  the  door  for  the  debtor  to  liquidiiate  his  liabilities 
by  transferring  to  the  public  at  large  his  indebtedness  to  iodividii* 
als.  The  result  is  well  known,  and  it  is  believed,  that  it  is  not  too 
strong  language  to  assert,  that  no  species  of  fraud,  and  ^vtaim  df 
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law,  whieb  the  ii^eouity  of  diriionost  corportUoni  has  ever  devi- 
sed, have  not  been  practised  under  this  act* 

The  loan  of  specie  from  established  corporations,  became  an 
ordinary  traffic,  and  the  same  money,  set  in  motion  a  numoer  of 
institutions.  Specie  certificates,  verified  by  oath,  were  every 
where  exhibited,  although  these  very  certificates  had  been  cancel- 
led at  the  moment  of  their  creation,  by  a  draft  for  a  similar 
amount,  and  yet  such  subterfuges  were  pertinaciously  insisted  up- 
on, as  fair  business  transactions,  sanctioned  by  custom  and  prece^ 
dent  Stock  notes  were  given,  for  subscriptions  to  stock,  and 
counted  as  specie,  and  thus  not  a  cent  of  real  capital  actually  ex- 
isted, beyond  the  small  sums  paid  in  by  the  upright  and  unsuspect- 
ing farmer  and  mechanic,  whose  little  savings  and  honest  name, 
were  necessary  to  give  confidence  and  credit  The  notes  of  insti- 
tutions thus  constituted,  were  spread  abroad  upon  the  community, 
in  e^ery  manner,  and  through  every  possible  channel ;  property, 
produce,  stock,  farming  utensils,  every  thing  which  the  people  of 
the  country  were  tempted  by  advanced  prices  to  dispose  of,  were 
purchased  and  paid  for  in  paper,  which  was  known  by  the  utter- 
era,  to  be  absolutely  valueless.  Large  amounts  of  notes  were  hy^ 
pothecated  for  small  advances,  or  loans  of  specie,  to  save  appear- 
ances. Quantities  of  paper  were  drawn  out  by  exchange  checks, 
that  is  to  ny,  cheeked  out  of  the  banks,  by  individuals  who  had 
not  a  eent  b  bank,  with  no  security,  beyond  the  verbal  underp 
standing,  that  notes  of  other  banks  should  be  returned,  at  some  fu- 
ture time.  Such  are  a  few*  among  the  numberless  frauds,  which 
'Were  in  hourly  commission.  Thus  a  law  which  was  established 
apoa  principles  well  digested  and  approved,  and  hedged^ound  with 
ao  miMsh  care,  and  guarded  with  so  many  provisions,  that  few,  it 
was  supposed,  would  venture  to  bank  under  it,  became,  by  the 
base  dishonesty  and  gross  cupidity  of  n  few,  who  had  the  control 
of  the  specie  of  the  country,  nothing  less  than  a  machine  of  fff^ud. 

^he  singular  spectacle  was  presented,  of  the  officers  of  the 
state,  seeking  for  banks  in  situations  the  most  inaccessible  and 
remote  from  trade,  and  finding  at  every  step,  an  increase  of  labor, 
by  the  discovery  of  new  and  unknown  organizations*  Before 
tbey  could  be  arrested,  the  mischief  was  done ;  large  issues  were 
io  ctrculatioo*  and  no  adequate  remedy  for  the  evil.  Gold  and 
silver  flew  about  the  country  with  the  celerity  of  magic ;  its  sc^und 
was  heard  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  yet,  like  the  wind,  one  knew 
not  whence  it  came  or  whither  it  was  goiu]^.  Such  were  a  few 
of  the  difficulties  agaii^st  which  the  C^missioners  had  to  con- 
tend. The  vigilance  of  a  regiment  of  them  would  have  been 
fcaroely  adequate,  against  tte  host  of  bank  emissaries,  which 
econred  the  country  to  aaticipate  their  coming,  and  the  indefati- 
gable spies  which  hung  upon  their  path,  to  which  may  be  added 
peijuries,  ftmiiiar  as  dioeni'  oaths,  to  baffle  investigatiou. 
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P^infbl  and  disgusting  as  the  picture  appears,  it  is  neither  co* 
lored  nor  overcharged,  and  falls  far  short  of  the  reality. 

The  result  of  the  experinnent  of  free  banking  in  Michigan,  is, 
that  at  a  low  estimate,  near  a  million  of  dollars  of  the  notes  of 
ipsolvent  banks  are  due  and  unavailable,  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals. 

It  has  been  said,  with  some  appearance  of  plausibility,  that  these 
banks  have  at  least  -had  the  good  eOlect  of  liquidating  a  large 
amount  of  debt  This  may  be  true — but  whose  debts  have  they 
liquidated  ?  Those  of  the  crafty  and  the  speculative,  and  by  whom? 
Let  every  poor  man,  from  his  little  clearing  and  log  hut  in  the 
woods,  make  the  emphatic  response,  by  holding  up  to  view,  as  the 
rewards  of  his  labor,  a  handful  of  promises  to  pay,  which,  for  his 
purposes,  are  as  valueless  as  a  handful  of  the  dry  leaves  at  his 
feet.  Were  this  the  extent  of  the  evil,  the  indomitable  energy 
and  spirit  of  our  population,  who  have  so  manfully  endured  it, 
would  redeem  the  injury.  But  when  it  is  considered  how  much 
injury  is  inflicted  at  home,  by  the  sacrifice  of  many  valuable 
farms,  and  the  stain  upon  the  credit  of  the  state  abroad,  the  re- 
medy is  neither  so  easy  nor  so  obvious.  When  we  reflect,  too^ 
that  the  laws  are  ineflSeciive  in  punishing  the  successful  swindler, 
and  that  the  moral  tone  of  society  seems  so  far  sunk  as  to  sur- 
round and  protect  the  dishonest  and  fraudulent  with  countenance 
and  support,  it  imperatively  demands  that  some  legislative  action 
should  be  had,  to  enable  the  prompt  and  rigorous  enforcement  of 
the  laws,  and  the  making  severe  examples  of  the  guilty,  no  matter 
how  protected  and  countenanced. 

The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  have  grown  out  of 
4his  state  of  things,  is  exciting  an  endeavor  in  many  wh9  have 
become  entangled  in  these  institutions,  to  avoid  the  liabilities  they 
have  incurred,  and  induces  the  perpetration  of  acts  and  subter- 
fuges, which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  would  have  loathed 
and  rejected  with  contempt.  So  far  has  this  been  carried,  that 
men  upon  whose  character  and  credit  institutions  had  obtained 
confidence,  have  used  every  device  to  shift  their  responsibility, 
indifferent  into  whose  hands  or  control  the  institution  should  fall, 
provided  they  themselves  were  indemnified — careless  of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  those  who  embarked  in  the  enterprise,  or  received 
the  bilis  on  their  faith  and  credit.  So  that  the  singular  exhibition 
has  been  made  of  banks  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  like  a  species 
of  merchandize,  each  successive  purchaser  less  conscientious  than 
the  preceding*  and  resorting  to  the  most  desperate  measures  for 
reimbursement  on  his  speculation. 

The  chief  difficulty  which  presented  itself  for  the  exercise  of  a 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners)  was  the  consideraticm 
how  far  it  was  compatible  with  the  public  interests  that  theer- 
irors  and  informalities  of  the  original  organization  and  managQ- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOtSE  DOCUMENTS.  287 

meot  of  a  bank  shoold  be  overlooked,  provided  it  should  justify  a 
reasooable  lenity  by  promptly  furnishing  the  additional  securities 
required  by  the  amended  act,  correcting  the  existing  abuses,  and 
making  satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  redemption  of  its  cir- 
culation and  the  ultimate  payment  of  all  liabilities. 

It  is  believed  that  the  course  adopted,  after  anxious  and  mature 
deliberation,  of  allowing  banks  an  opportunity  to  make  them* 
selves  sound,  where  a  proper  spirit  was  displayed  to  do  so,  has 
saved  large  sums  to  the  bill  holders,  which  would  have  otherwise 
been  lost  by  the  sudden  winding  up  of  such  institutions.  The 
difference  between  the  circulation  at  the  commencement  of  their 
labors  and  the  present  time,  is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  pru- 
dence and  advantage  of  this  policy  adopted  by  the  Commission- 
ers. Such  banks  as  have  not  shown  an  ability  to  redeem  their 
bills,  or  a  disposition  to  make  the  proper  effort  so  to  do,  have  been 
promptly  enjoined.  The  Commissioners  deem  it  an  act  of  strict 
justice  to  declare  that  those  institutions  which  have  sustained 
themselves  with  honor  and  credit  amid  so  many  temptations  and 
examples  of  fraud,  have  certainly  given  a  guarantee  of  character 
and  ability  which  should  remove,  from  them  at  leastt  all  general 
imputations,  and  entitles  them  to  the  applause  and  confidence  of 
the  people  of  Michigan. 

Some  amendment  is  undoubtedly  necessary,  and  is  earnestly 
recommended,  to  enable  a  more  summary  and  speedy  winding  up 
of  the  affairs  of  those  institutions  now  under  injunction,  ana  for 
making  available,  as  early  as  practicable,  their  assets  and  securi- 
ties. L'nder  the  present  law,  the  order  in  which  the  means  and 
securities  are  to  be  realized  and  exhausted,  will  protract  the  pay- 
ment of  their  liabilities  to  an  indefinite  period,  and  make  therh 
utterly  useless  to  the  great  body  of  the  bill  holders,  whose  daily 
necessities  compel  them  to  sell  at  an  enormous  loss.  The  banl^ 
themselves,  through  their  agents,  are  thus  enabled  to  buy  up  their 
circulation  at  an  immense  depreciation,  and  their  debtors  to  pay 
their  liabilities  in  the  notes  of  banks,  purchased  at  a  great  dis- 
count 

The  daily  advertisements  for  the  purchase  of  safety  fund  notes 
in  exchange  for  land  and  goods,  and  the  placards  every  where  to 
be  seen  in  the  windows  of  merchants  and  brokers,  is  a  sufficient 
ailment  for  the  necessity  of  the  measure  proposed. 

Many  worthy  men,  with  the  most  upright  intentions,  have  be- 
come involved  in  these  institutions,  and  are  willing  to  make  every 
personal  sacrifice  to  maintain  their  honor  and  character.  With 
no  knowledge  whatever  of  banking  business,  they  have  become 
entangled,  either  through  false  notions  on  the  subject,  arising  from 
^norance— or  by  the  dishonesty  of  their  agents  and  associates. 
There  are  other  institutions,  organized  by  honest  men,  who»  warn- 
ed by  the  examples  around  them,  have  refused  to  proceed,  and 
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no  byainefls  has  been  traDsacted.  Tbeir  jMroperty,  boweven  is 
encumbered  by  the  furnishing  of  the  securities  required  bv  law* 
These  cases,  as  before  suggested,  should  be  met  by  some  iegisla* 
live  provision,  which  would  afford  a  means  by  which  their  secu- 
rities might  be  released  without  the  expenses  of  an  injunction.  A 
process  which  would  compel  the  surrender  of  the  corporate  pri- 
vileges of  such  banks  as  have  not  advanced  beyond  organization, 
•hould  be  devised,  lest  at  some  future  period,  when  our  present 
calamities  are  forgotten,  they  may  commence  operations  in  lest 
scrupulous  hands. 

There  is  a  subject,  not  heretofore  adverted  tn^  which  seems  to 
merit  a  passing  consideration.  Several  of  the  institutions  char- 
tered by  the  state  are  owned  in  other  states,  and  in  one  instance, 
notes  are  issued  stamped  payable  abroad,  and  almost  its  entire 
capital  and  circulation  is  used  without  the  limits  of  this  state. 

That  this  practice  is  not  likely  to  decrease,  may  be  shown  by 
the  fact  that  since  the  establishment  of  the  new  banking  system 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  the  control  of  the  charters  of  other 
banks,  without  that  state,  is  sought  for  with  a  view  to  the  benefit 
of  an  increase  of  circulation,  by  the  use  of  foreign  bills  payable 
at  their  counters,  the  circulation  of  their  own  notes  being  limited, 
and  under  the  restriction  of  the  Comptroller.  Thus  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  corporate  powers  and  privileges  have  been  granted,  not 
for  the  benefit  of  our  own  citizens,  but  for  those  of  ^er  states. 
Our  credit  is  in  efifect  loaned  for  operations  elsewhere,  which,  if 
unsuccessful,  and  the  institutions  fail,  will  fix  a  stain  upon  tlie 
character  of  our  paper  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  credit  of  the 
state.  Whilst  every  encouragement  which  the  most  liberal  poli- 
cy can  suggest,  should  be  held  out  to  induce  the  introductioo  of 
foreign  capital,  it  is  equally  important  that  the  honor  and  credit  of 
the  state  should  not  be  left  liable  to  jeopardy,  with  no  commensu- 
rate profit  or  advantage. 

Notwithstandbff  tl^  disastrous  efl^ts  of  the  general  banking  , 
law,  there  are  still  to  be  found  among  intelliffent  men,  strenuous 
supporters  of  the  policy  of  the  system.  This  may  arise  from 
the  natural  indisposition  to  desert  preconceived  opinions,  especial- 
ly if  rooted  in  the  mind  by  a  strenuous  advocacy,  or  from  the 
false  application  of  a  just  principle.  The  principk  npon  whicli 
the  system  was  founded  was  the  plausible  one  of  free  banking, 
throwing  open,  as  was  contended,  to  the  whole  community,  a  com- 
petition m  a  profitable  branch  of  business,  heretofore  confined  to 
the  larger  capitalist  Let  us  examine  the  application  of  the  pria* 
dple,  which,  as  stated,  claims  the  ground  oif  the  estabUshment  of 
equal  rights  b  bankinf^. 

The  advocates  of  the  scheme  will  not  deny  that  capital  is  ae- 
nessary  to  legitimate  banking.  If  this  be  admitledt  the  system 
merely  combines  the  minor  capkalists  with  corporate  powers  and 
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•xdosive  privileges.  And  in  what  manner  b  this  freedom  ac- 
corded  to  minor  capitalists?  Their  associated  wealth  is  not 
placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  that  of  previously  existing 
corporations.  To  their  actual  capital  paid  in,  in  gold  and  silver, 
tfaey  must  add  real  estate  securities  to  treble  the  amount  they  are 
Ikble  to  become  indebted ;  and  to  these,  a  personal  liability  be- 
yond  the  amount  of  their  stock*  And  this  is  denominated  the 
estaUishmeni  of  equal  rights  and  free  competition  in  bankii^.  b 
it  not  rather  analagous  in  principle  to  a  trade  loaded  with  exces- 
sive duties,  and  in  effect,  a  stimulant  to  fraud  and  violation  of  law. 
If  this  is  not  plain,  is  it  not  undeniably  evident  that  the  system  in- 
evitably tends  to  associate  all  the,4capital  of  the  country,  with 
exclusive  powers  and  privileges,  not  enjoyed  or  exercised  by  those 
who  have  oo  possessions  or  capital  beyond  their  industry  and  la- 
bor ?  Instead,  therefore*  of  protecting  equal  rights*  is  it  not  giv* 
ing  combination  and  permanency  to  associated  wealth  7 

In  support  of  this  view,  is  the  reasoning  of  a  distinguished  wri- 
ter on  finance. 

"  A  reform  will  not  be  accomplished  in  banking,  as  some  sup- 
^  pose,  by  granting  charters  to  all  who  apply  for  them.  It  would 
'  oe  as  rational  to  abolish  a  political  aristocracy,  by  multiplying 
**  the  number  of  nobles.  The  one  experiment  has  been  tried  in 
*^  Germany*  the  other  in  Rhode  Island.  Competition  in  that 
**•  which  is  essentially  good,  in  farming,  in  manufactures,  and  in 
^  regular  commerce,*is  productive  of  benefit ;  but  competition  io 
^  that  which  is  essentially  evil,  may  not  be  desirable.  No  one 
**  has  yet  proposed  to  put  an  end  to  gambling  by  giving  to  every 
**  man  tbe  privilege  ot  opening  a  gambling  house." 

It  is  not  thought  necessary  here  to  enter  into  an  inquiry  of  tbe 
defects  of  the  banking  system  of  the  United  States,  which  in  al- 
most every  state  in  the  union  has,  at  different  times,  thrown  its 
afiairs  into  disorder,  paralyzed  its  industry,  destroyed  for  a  time, 
its  enterprise,  and  produced  almost  universal  oppression,  distress, 
and  bankruptcy. 

That  the  state  of  Michigan  will  avoid  the  consequences  of  si- 
■ttlar  errors*  without  tbe  early  adoption  of  some  remedial  mea- 
sure, is  scarcely  to  be  expected. 

The  question  is*  how  the  emergency  shall  be  met*  and  the  door 
of  escape  opened*  by  a  timely  and  pi-udent  forecast. 

As  long  as  the  control  of  the  cash  and  credit  of  the  communi- 
ty, is  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  rendered  irresponsible  to  moral 
influence,  by  their  corporate  capacity,  with  the  temptation  and 
power  to  acquire  wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  conununity*  by  a 
contraction  and  expansion  of  paper  issues,  so  long  fluctuations  in 
the  value  of  this  substitute  for  money  will  exist,  and  the  conse- 
quent variation  in  the  prices  of  property  and  labor,  so  disastrous 
to  the  many,  and  so  beneficial  to  the  few,  will  inevitably  ooour. 
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The  e&ct  of  excess  and  contraction  of  the  circulation  of  bank 
papeff  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  an  adulteration  of  the  cur- 
rent coin. 

The  power  to  vary  the  standard  value  of  coin,  would  not  be 
endured  for  a  moment,  and  yet  the  granting  to  corporations,  the 
exclusive  authority,  and  unrestrained  opportunity  of  creating  (to- 
per money,  in  effect,  sanctions  and  encourages  the  exercise  of  a 
similar  power.  In  vain  has  the  constitution  reserved  the  coinage 
of  money  to  the  general  government,  so  long  as  numerous  corpo' 
rations  can  unsettle  the  measure  of  value  by  the  substitution  of 
paper  for  coin.  The  very  object  of  the  constitution  is  violated  by 
this  introduction  of  new  standards  and  measures  of  value,  liable 
to  the  fluctuations  of  accident  and  design. 

It  is  but  proper  to  remark  that  a  difierence  of  opinion  exists 
among  the  undersigned  in  the  foregoing  view  taken  of  this  sys- 
tem. 

If  it  be  true,  as  maintained  by  an  able  writer  on  currency,  "that 
it  is  the  public  credit  that  supports  the  banks,  and  not  the  banks 
which  support  public  credit,  as  the  deposites  are  the  propertv  of 
the  community  generally,  and  as  the  profits  derived  from  circula- 
tion, come  from  the  community  generally,  they  ought  to  go  to  the 
community  generally  and  be  used  (if  used  at  all,)  to  lighten  taxa- 
tion ;"  "and  if  the  policy  of  permitting  private  companies  to  enjoy- 
all  the  advantages  of  supplying  a  country  with  paper  nvoney,"  is* 
not  only  of  doubtful  expediency,  but  from  past  and  present  expe* 
rience,  evidently  dangerous  and  liable  to  shameful  and  destruc- 
tive abuses,  the  policy  of  supplying  ami  regulating  the  circulating 
medium,  (a  power  which  is  incident  to  sovereignly,  and  should 
never  have  been  strrrendered,)  by  the  establishment  of  a  state  in- 
stitution, under  the  control  of  the  state  itself,  is  perfectly  evident,* 
and  to  this  conclusion  all  the  states  seem  rapidly  approaching. 

With  this  conviction,  the  Commissioners  deem  it  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  scope  of  their  duties,  earnestly  to  lecommend  the 
repeal  of  the  general  banking  law,  and  to  express  an  union  of 
sentiments,  in  the  recommendation  by  the  Executive  of  a  state 
institution,  under  the  control  of  the  state  itself,  to  be  subject  at  all 
times  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  and  to  the  strictest  guards  against 
the  tendency  of  banks  to  lend  too  much,  and  put  too  many  notes 
in  circulation,  the  fruitful  source  of  so  many  evils.  The  proprie- 
ty  is  respectfully  suggested,  of  taking  into  consideration  the  abo- 
lishing, either  gradually  or  at  once,  of  all  issues  under  the  deno-^ 
mination  of  at  least  five  dollars.  All  experience  proves  that  the 
wages  of  labor  are  the  first  to  suffer,  and  the  last  to  benefit  by 
changes  in  the  value  of  money.  The  laboring  classes,  therefore, 
who,  from  various  causes,  are  least  able  to  protect  themselves, 
should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  protected  in  the  character  of  the 
money  they  receive.    The  measures  suggested  would  tend  to> 
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mwkBiiho  wagti  of  Ihe  daily  hborar-  payable  in  "rmi  -mfxmf,  and 

Kleot  the  poor  man  from  the  losses  \fhich  so unequaUprawi 
vily  fail  upon  him,  by  tho'  changes  and  fluctuations  m  the 
vdoe  of  a  paper  currency^ 
Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

K.  PRITCHETTE. 

A.PELCH, 

D.  V.  BELU 

Bank  CcmmmimatM*  '• 


DOCUMENT^. 

(A.) 

Biqpofiof  tie  comtiiicn  ^  the  bamk*  in  the  Jirst  judicial  dreuk, 
July,  1838. 

To  bis  Excellency,  Stbtens  T.  Mii^soN,  Chvemor'of  Michigan, 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
several  institutions  created  under  the  general  banking  law,  within 
tlie  limits  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  in  a  tabular  statement  here- 
unto annexed. 

This  opportunity  is  taken  further  to'  report,  that  the  Bank  of 
Gibraltar,  and  the  Farmers*  Bank  of  Oakland,  having  ncglecte|?l 
and  refused  to  furnish  the  securities  required  by  the  si:^m  and 
thirty-sixth  sections  of  the  amendatory  act  of  December  30th, 
1837,  applications  were  made  for  iniunctions  against  the  same. 
The  Chancellor  has  complied  with  the  applications;. so  far  as  to 
restrain  these  institutions  from  all  furihei'  proceedinffs,  Except  such 
as  may  be  necessary  in  the  redemption  of  their  bills  and  the  final 
settlement  of  their  aflTairs.  The  discretion  exercised  by  the  ChaQ^ 
cellor,  relieves  the  undersigned  from  any  further  responsibility 
touching  these  institutions. 

Ir^unctions  have  also  been  obtained  against  the  Bank  of  Ken* 
sington,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bant  of  Pontmc.  At 
A  previous  examination  of  the  first  named  institution,  by  A.  Felcb, 
£sq*9  the  Commissioner  was  furnished  with  i^  false  statement, 
sworn  to  as  accurate  by  the  former  ofiicers  of  the  institution. 
The  books  appear  to  have  been  kept  with  a  vie W  to  this  decen* 
tion,  by  false  or  imperfect  entries  of  the  transactions  of  the  banL 
The  undersigned  found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  its  affairs,  but  sufficient  Was  de^ 
veloped  to  exhibit  most  shameful  mismanagement,  if  not  fraud, 
and  the  entire  insolvency  of  the  bank.  An  loiunctien  was  accof- 
dingly  obtained,  and  Kinsley  S.  Binghann,  Esq.,  appointed  r^ 
ceiver. 
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Tbe  Fmnn^Tf/  ftnd  Meebanics'  Bank  of  Poniiaer  preMMitsi  « 
more  favorable  exhibit  in  point  of  solTency,  but  the  uadenigiiad 
iiaving  tatisfaclarily  inrormed  himself  that  a  largo  profx>rtkm  of 
the  specie  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners,  at  a  prerioQ»  exanniDi* 
tion,  as  the  bona  fide  propertjr  of  the  bank,  under  tbe  oatk  of  the 
cashier,  had  been  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition  and  de- 
ception ;  that  the  sum  of  (en  thousand  dollars,  which  had  been 
issued  for  "  exdhange  purposes/'  had  not  been  entered  on  the 
books  of  thetHink,  reckoned  among  its  circulation,  or  explained 
to  the  Commissioners ;  and  likewise,  that  a  considerable  debt  due 
to  the  state,  through  a  loan  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  internal 
improvement,  James  B.  Hunt,  Esq.,  was  denied  by  the  bank  to 
be  due  from  it,  but  insisted  upon  as  the  debt  of  the  cashier,  to- 
gether with  other  circumstances  oalculated  to  impair  all  confidence 
in  its  statements,  it  was  considered  by  the  undersigned  due  to  the 
public  interest  to  close  the  doot'  against  further  violations  of  hiww 
An  application  for  an  injunction  Was  made,  which  was  grantedi 
and  WiHiam  Draper,  Esq.,  appointed  receiver. 

An  injunction  was  granted,  some  time  since,  against  the  Wayne 
county  bank.     This  bank  had  gone  into  operation  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  law ;  the  per  centage  on  the  capital  slock,  as  required  by 
the  statute,  having  never  been  paid  in  according  to  law.     The 
considerable  issues,  which  it  could  not 
(solvent.    The  service  of  this  injunctioa 
Itorney  General  in  the  exercise  of  his  dia- 
;n  served,  and  A.  H.  Buel,  £sq.,  appointed 

to  express  his  regret  at  being  competed  to 

al  securities,  required  by  the  act  of  De- 

not  all  been  perfected.    Everjr  exertion 

commissioner  to  efTect  a  com pKance  with 

)n  of  the  law.    Considerable  embarrasa- 

e  undoubtedly  been  incident  to  the  perform 

quirement,  but  when  it  is  reflected  that  more  than 

nd  the  period  allowed  by  law  has  elapsed,  the 

sable.     Nevertheless,  the  spirit  of  the  law  hav- 

;d  with,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  the  principal 

liities,  arising  from  a  difference  ofopinion between 

le  Commissioner,  upon  the  mode  and  evidence  of 

it  required  by  law,  and  every  disposition  beinj^ 

[iplying  with  the  wishes  of  the  Commissioner,  no 

y  to  result  to  the  public. 

k  in  operation  whose  securities  have  not  yet  been 

nds  of  the  Auditor  General,  ane  those  of  the  Ds- 

The  Commissioner  has,  however,  beeo  repeat- 

the  caishier  of  that  institution  that  they  are  in 

process  of  speedy  completion. 
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a»tt»tiopad»  to  stale  that  they  imve  made  Tery  oommendaUo  «x^ 
ertiomU>  witbdNiw  aU  exoHs  i£  isauea  fron  oirctdalioo*  «od  it 
radoee  tbeir  liabtliiies  to  the  utaiost  of  their  ability.  The  pay% 
ment  of  specie,  without  an  exception,  it  is  believed,  was  resumad 
«t  the  dato  lequh^  by  law,  and  is,  m  most,  insiaooeiw  oontioaed, 
ooiwitfafltaoditig  the  dastnadiTe  drain  tifKm  their  vaults,  growiM 
cot  of  the  embarFassftientB  of  the  times,  and  the  imperfect  eonfr 
deoce  ia  bank<  hiils. 

-   kishoped«howerer>  that  a  pnidentr  course  on  the  part  of  these 
tBStitotioDS^  wiH  restore  the  public  iaith^  and  jurtfy  the  expeota>> 
tioM  of  the  frieoda  of  the  systeni 
AH  which  la  respectfully  'sabmitted 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE,  Batik  Ommimumer. 


Btprt  cfibe^4^airs  tmd  cvnditkn  of  tie  severtd  banJm  wiMn  ds 
brnks  of  the  msend  judkial  drcttU  «f  Michigunf  Sq4eiiAetf 
1838. 

*ro  his  Excellency  StBVBNs  T.  Mason,  Governor  ofMuAigan. 

The  undersifi[ned  having.again,  aflreeably  (o  the  requisitiob$  of 
law»-corapIetedhlsexan)ination  of  all  the  banks  more  immediately 
under  his  supervision,  takes  occasion  to  report  to  your  excellency 
the  result  of  the  same. 

In  a  tabular  statement  hereto  append^,  will  be  found  an  exhi- 
bit of  the  condition  of  the  several  banks  now  in  operation  in  the 
second  judicial  circuit  of  (his  state.  .  The  date  of  the  last  exanuna- 
lion,  when  the  statements  were  made  by  the  ofScers  of  the  seve- 
ral institutions  respectively,  is  therein  ^iven.  From  repeated  in^ 
vestigations,  and  from  the  answ^rk  given  by  such  oSi(:ers,  at  differ- 
ent times,  to  interrogatories  propounded  to  them  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, it  is  believed  that  reliance  may  be  placed  in  the  informal 
tion  contained  in  the  exhibit 

The  Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  the  city  of  Monroe; 
the  Miller's  bank  of  Washtenaw  ;  the  Huron  river  bank  ;  the  De- 
troit apd  St  Joseph  railroad  bank,  and  the  Merchants'  bank  of 
Jackson  county,  have  respectively  complied  with  the  provision  of 
law  reqpiring  them  to  execute  and  file  bonds  and  mortgages  on 
uaiooumbered  real  esj^a^e  for  the  final  security  of  all  the  creditors 
of  iha institution.  The  Bank  of  Manchester  and  the  Bank  of  Supe- 
rior have  not  yet  completed  their  securities,  although  property 
has  been  appraised  by  the  regular  officers,  to  an  aioount  suiuciept 
for  the  purpose,  and  papers  have  beea  executed,  and  recorded  to 
an  amount  amply  sufficient  to  cover  all  present  responsibilites. 
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ISM^Iabotorexatmiiitig  ftiid  peifeetiog  title  deacbthui  neeettarily 
erased  much  delay.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  in  a  fevrdaye 
tfte  iostituiiom  last  named  wiU  have  their  securities  filed  in  the  Ao* 
ditor's  office,  io  strict  and  literal  cocnpliaoce  with  the  provistoDS 
of  the  statute. 

.  Sudi,  during  the  last  few  months,  has  been  the  conditioQ  of  omr 
exchange.',  and  such  the  want  of  confidence  in  the  monejred  instil 
tHtions  of  the  west,  that  (he  notes  of  our  banks  have  been  con* 
stantly  flowing  in  for  redemption.  Unable,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, to  extend  their  business,  or  to  afford  facilities  to  busi* 
ness  men,  they  have  been  <U>mpelied  to  use  every  exertion  to  pre* 
serve  their  credit,  by  meeting  promptly  every  demand  of  the  biH* 
holder  and  creditor.  It  affords  pleasure  to  the  ijindersigned  to  be 
able  4o  stale  that  the  baobsof  the  seoond  circuit  of  this  state,  (a  list 
of  which  is  given  in  the  statement  above  referred  to,)  meet  prompt- 
ly  their  paper,  when  presented  at-thcir  counters,  in  specie  or  some 
satisfactory  equivalent  The  bank  of  Washtenaw  is  an  excep- 
tion to  this  remark.  The  undersigned  has,  however,  reason  to 
bdieve  that  a  loan  has  been  efieeted  by  that  insdtttfion*  which  wiB 
enable  them,  within  a  few  days,  to  redeem  their  paper  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  their  charten 

The  Bank  of  Manchester,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  engaged 
/K>lely  in  redeeming  its  circulation.  By  the  statement  made  by 
the  former  cashier,  A.  G.  Irwin,  previous  to  the  last  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  bank,  it  appeared  that  the  circulation  was  •34,- 
000.  It  was,  however,  afterwards  ascertained  that  there  were  in 
the  hands  of  certain  individuals,  without  security,  bills  of  the  bank 
tQ  the  amount  of  $78,334,  making  a  total  amount  of  bills  out 
$107,334. 

Security  was  promptly  obtained  for  the  amount  thus  improp* 
erly  advanced  by  the  cashier,  and  that  officer  removed  from  the 
bank.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Messrs.  Fargo,  of  Manchester, 
for  their  exertions  and  promptness  in  seconding  the  endeavors  of 
the  public  officers  in  securing  the  interest  of  community,  who 
held  the  bills  of  the  bank.  The  circulation  is  now  reduced  to 
f  45,334.  Under  the  management  of  its  present  officers,  the  in* 
stitution  is  believed  to  be,  in  every  respect,  entitled  to  public  con- 
fidence, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  amendment  to  the  ge- 
neral banking  law,  passed  December  30th,  1837,  the  undersigned 
has  endorsed,  officially,  bills  of  the  following  banks,  to  wit: 
Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  the  city  of  Monroe,   4700 
Millers'  bank  of  Washtenaw,  4,000 

Huron  river  bank,  700 

Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  bank,  2,090 

]Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson  county,  4,^1 
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A  mall  portkm  only  of  the  bills  tbos  eodorsedt  have  been  put 
is  circnlatioD. 

The  issue  of  eodorsed  bills,  cooftemplated  by  the  banks  above 
meotioned,  was  intended  to  supply,  to  a  small  extent,  the  circula- 
ting  medium  for  transacting  the  flouring  business  of  the  state  du- 
ring the  present  autumn.  The  banks  would  receive  therefor,  east- 
ern drafts  and  acceptances,  which  the  miller  and  the  merchant 
were  enabled,  upon  (he  shipment  of  their  flour,  to  give,  and  thus 
be  able  to  sustain  then*  circulation  by  obviating,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, the  difficulty  arising  from  a  constant  demand  for  specie.  Du- 
ring the  severe  pressure  of  the  times  for  the  last  few  months,  the 
banks  of  the  interior  have  sufiered  little  from  the  demand  for  gold 
and  silver,  when  eastern  fiinds  were  at  their  command. 

While  hirge  amounts  have  been  due  from  our  citizens  to  the 
merchants  o(  the  eastern  cities,  our  resources  and  our  industry 
have  hitherto  afforded  limited  means  for  the  discharge  of  the  res- 
ponsibilities. The  abundant  crop  which  has  the  present  season 
crowned  the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  has  opened  upon  us  a  more 
cheering  prospect  in  this  regard.  Extensive  arrangeniertts  are 
made  in  almost  every  part  of  the  state  for  the  exportation  of  the 
surplus  produce.  It  will  be  found  sufficient  to  afford  much  imme- 
diate relief  in  pecuniary  matters,  and  is  an  earnest  of  the  time,  we 
hope  not  far  distant,  when  the  debts  due  to  the  east  will  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  exports  of  our  state  will  exceed  our  imports ; 
when  increased  activity  will  be  given  to  the  industry  and  pro- 
ductive labor  of  our  citizens,  and  our  banking  institutions,  founded 
on  a  permanent  basis,  and  affording  a  safe  circulating  medium, 
for  business  purposes,  will  enjoy  the  confidence  of  community  and 
facilitate  their  business  operations. 

Annexed  is  a  table  marked  C,  which  exhibits  the  amount  of 
circulation  of  the  several  banks  in  said  circuit,  as  reported  by  the 
Commissioners  on  the  6tli  day  of  April  last,  and  the  amount  on  the 
day  of  the  last  examination.  It  shows  a  diminution  of  the  circu- 
htion  in  the  twelve  banks  now  in  operation  .in  that  circuit*  of 
9191,437.  The  table  also  exhibits  the  amount  of  specie  in  the 
several  banks  at  the  times  above  mentioned.  The  amount  of  bills 
in  circulation  is  still  constantly  decreasing. 

In  a  report  inade  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this  state, 
on  the  6th  day  of  April  last,  it  was  stated  thalt  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Bank  Commissioners,  injunctions  had  been  issued 
agaiost  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Sandstone,  and  the  Jackson  county 
bank,  both  located  within  the  second  circuit.  Since  that  time» 
Amasi  Gibson,  Esq.,  of  Jackson,  has  been  duly  appointed  recei- 
-ver,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  settling  the  concerns  of  those  insti* 
futions  under  the  direction  of  the  Chancellor. 

The  undersigned  has  found  it  his  painful  duty,  since  the  report 
last  mentioned,  after  repented  visits  and  examinations,  to  apply  to 
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tb9  Gbaooeilor  for  injuDCtioiis  against  the  firilowiiig  bank%  in  iaid 
circuit,  viz : 

The  Lenawee  coanty  bank, 

The  Bank  of  Brest,  * 

The  Bank  of  Clinton, 

The  Bank  of  Saline,  and 

The  Farmers'  bank  of  Sharon. 

Lenawkb  Couimr  Bank* 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  this  bank,  on  or  about  the 
30th  day  of  December  last,  the  sum  of  •30»000,  which  was  paid 
in  on  the  capital  stcck,  was  refunded,  and  the  promissoiy  note  of 
one  of  the  stockholders,  residing  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  with  endors- 
ers, was  taken  for  the  amount ;  bills  cttbe  bank  were  at  the  same 
time  put  into  circulation. 

At  an  examination  made  on  the  16th  day  of  April  last,  the 
statement  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  the  entries  upon  the 
books,  exhibited  a  circulation  of  918,210 ;  but  upon  strict  inquiry 
and  investigation,  it  was  ascertained  tliat  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars,  or  thereabout,  was  in  the  hands  of  two  in* 
dividuals  for  exchange  purposes,  which  was  not  entered  on  tlie 
books  of  the  bank,  among  the  issues,  and  for  which  no  charge  of 
indebtedness  was  made  to  any  individual,  nor  security  taken. 
The  cashier  expressly  denied  that  any  other  amount  had  thus 
been  advanced  to  individuals. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  at  the  last  session,  this  bank  was  per« 
mitted  to  reduce  its  capital  stock  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  fifty 
diousand  dollars.  After  the  passage  of  this  act*  and  without  a  vote 
of  the  directors,  or  other  formal  proceeding,  so  far  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained on  examinatipQ,  his  promissory  notes,  to  the  amount  of  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  were  given  up  to  Edward  Bissell,  a  debtor 
of  the  bank  and  one  of  the  stockholders.  This  was  intended,  as' 
it  was  explained  by  the  cashier,  to  be  a  withdrawal  of  that 
amount  from  the  thirty  per  cent  paid  in  on  the  original  capital 
stock,  making  a  deduction  corresponding  with  the  reduced  capi- 
tal. No  entries  corresponding  with  this  chan£:e  and  withdrawal 
were  however  made  on  the  books  of  the  Lank.  The  whole 
amount  of  specie  in  bank  on  the  day  of  the  last  examination,  was 
ninety-two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

At  another  examination  by  the  undersigned,  pn  the  day  of  the 
service  of  the  injunction,  to  wit,  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  it  ap- 
peared that  there  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  Edward 
Bissed,  of  Toledo,  for  exchange  purposes,  bills  of  the  bank  to  the 
amount  of  918,000,  and  in  the  hands  of  Charles  H.  McClure, 
bills  amounting  to  86,500.  No  minutes  of  these  transactionf 
appeared  upon  the  books,  nor  among  the  papers  of  the  bank,  at 
any  previous  examination*    It  appeared  that  receipts  bad  beea 
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taken  ftr  the  amouots,  by  the  cashier,  Frederick  R  WhttiDg,  but 
the  w^Ie  transaction  had  been  concealed  from  the  knowleqc^e  of 
the  Commissioner.  It  is  due  to  the  president  to  say  that  he 
denied  all  knowledge  of  the  transaction.  Promissory  notes  have 
been  obtained  for  £e  two  last  menlianed  sums.  Specie  in  bank 
was  only  934  20. 

From  the  imperfod  OMumer  io  which  the  bodis  and  papers  of 
llie  bank  had  been  kept,  and  the  fact  that  little  confidence  could 
be  piaoed  in  the  entries  there  made,  it  was  found  difficult  to  ascer- 
tattt  the  actual  amount  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  books  exhibited,  at  the  time  last  mentioned,  the  circu- 
fetion  of  ibebank  at  §22,6^.  The  amount  actually  io  circulation^ 
bowwer^  must  have  been  about  94fJ^9*  Discounted  paper  m 
bank  amounts  to  about  the  same  sum  as  the  circulation.  Them 
ted  aha  been  violations  of  the  provisions  of  law  in  other  paiti* 
dttlars,  not  above  mentioned. 

Securities  by  bonds  and  mortgages  on  real  estate,  were  given 
l»  an  asoooBt  Io  entire,  it  is  coi^ently  believed,  the  final  dis- 
dmfgb  of  all  the  liabiiities.  is  appointed  receiver^ 

Bank  of  Brest. 
This  bank  was  examined  by  the  undersigned,  on  llbe  second 
day  of  Ai^ust  last,  when  the  following  statement  of  the  resour* 
pea  and  liabilities  was  given  under  oath,  by  one  its  officers. 

JResocirces« 


J^scounted  h9Hn, 

♦T0,5a7  68 

Loans  on  bonds,  &c., 

IMOO  00 

Bank  stock, 

10,000  00 

Due  from  other  banks, 

6,702  76 

Eastern  exchange. 

8.150  00 

Notes  of  other  banks, 

6,816  00 

Cash  items,  and  overdraftsi 

3,198  74 

Banking-housei 

1,711  68 

Personal  property. 

402  26 

Expenve, 

C,880  m 

State  tax  and  safety  ibnd, 

150  00 

Bills  in  transitu, 

516  00 

Specie, 

^,000  92 

• 

1H38,023  78 

LMUUiui. 

Capital  slockf 

•66,000  00 

OrottlatieiK 

89,41S5  00 

28,384  as 

Deparitei, 

11,263  66 
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payable  on  time,  8,882  09 

Profit  and  loss,  5,009  22 


•138,023  78 


For  the  specie  specified  in  said  statement,  there  was  exhibited 
an  individual's  receipt  for  82,000  00 

An  accepted  check  on  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanic^ 
bank,  1|146  09 

Gold  and  niver,  9,754  92 

812J900  92 
Of  this  amount,  it  was  stated  by  the  cashier,  that  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  in  silver,  had  been  in  the  bank  about  six 
weeks,  and  that  the  sum  of  87,497  in  gold,  was  received  .the  day 
before  said  examination.  It  was  paid  in  by  Lewis  Gk)dard»  uad 
was  passed  to  his  credit  on  a  small  book  containing  an  entry  te 
said  GrOilard's  name  of  an  ''exchange  account*" 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  August  last,  another  examination  was 
made  by  the  undersigned  at  the  banking  house  of  said  instiiutioii. 
The  specie  of  the  bank  was  found  reduced  to  the  sum  of  8138  89. 
The  accepted  check  above  mentioned  had  also  been  disposed  of. 
It  appeared  by  a  reference  to  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  directors,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  held  on  the 
fourth  day  of  August,  a  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  a 
loan  to  Lewis  Godard  of  $7,500,  and  on  the  same  day,  his  note, 
at  ninety  days,  with  endorsers,  was  accordingly  discounted,  and 
the  amount  given  in  bills  of  said  bank*  Immediately  after  the 
discount  was  made,  the  bills  thus  paid  out  were  presented  by 
another  individual  at  the  counter  of  the  bank  and  redeemed  in 
specie.  It  was  admitted  by  the  president  that,  at  the  time  g[ 
making  the  discount,  he  did  understand  that  said  bills  were  to  be 
presented  for  the  specie. 

The  amount  of  specie  disposed  of  between  the  examination"on 
the  2d  and  that  on  the  11th  August,  including  the  accepted  check, 
was  as  follows  : 

In  the  redemption  of  bills  as  aforesaidi  87,600 

Taken  to  Detroit  by  cashier,  1,000 

To  Lewis  Godard»  on  certificate  of  specie  deposite,         3,000 

Total,  10,600 

which,  with  some  small  amounts  paid  in  redeeming  bills,  reduced 
the  amount  of  specie  to  said  sum  of  8138  89. 

By  reference  to  the  above  statement,  there  will  be  seen  an 
item  of  816,000  for  a  ''loan  on  bond  and  mortgage."  At  the  ex- 
amination, on  the  2d  day  of  August,  it  appeared  that  a  loan  of 
that  amount  had  been  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Brest, 
to  secure  which  the  bank  received  an  assignment  of  two  bonds 
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Otdmrnd  bf  Le^^GodafdyibMhe  sum  6f  995,400i  paiyablef  m 
biM,  twa  wid  rtFraeyeairst  und  ahb  of  mortgages  of  one  hundrecl 
trtdeighteed viilflge  tots  in'Bfe^>  ftecotnpanjir^  said  bonds.  At 
Itte  mSs^g  of  the  directors  febove  nrjentibn^,  tlie  follovrtng  tcso- 
Imion,  in  r0fer(Mce  to  one  of  said  mortgages,  was  adopted,  viz  : 

•  '  M&khtidi  lihki  a  mortgage  bj^ring  dote  I5th  June,  1898,  a^ 
signed  bV  the  Brest  company,  to  the  Bank  of  Brest,  on  the  26lh 
dsy  oft  /aoe,'.19M,  thp  amount  bt  Mrhich  '^  il9,200,  the  sanrie  td 
be  assigned  to  the  Brest  company,  by  the  Banit  of  Brest,  as  thej^ 
imve  reicebMls  DdthfiAg  ^$m  the  bank  ^t=  the  sufme: 

1  The  re-'assignmettt  wits  gratciifously  executed  by  the  bank  M 
lu^oordanoe  wrai  MtM  resolution.         ' 

'  TIhi  circidation  of  the  brink,  as  appears  by  *e  abohre  stat^^netat, 
tras^  on  th6  second  day  of  August,  989,425^.  It  appelrred,  how^ 
emr^  by  eXMfiitnitkm  of  Ah  entiry,  on  a  smalt  ka^ck,  frmtther^had 
keeir  omooed  to  Lewis  Gk)d^,  oat  "^exchiflin^  adcoont,"^  at  thre^ 
several  times,  bills  of  sard' bank  to  the  amount  of  VlfT,^^% 
'  ■  There  was  credited  to  him  the  specie  above  mentioned,  7,497 
..  •   -  .  i 

•     Ldavifig^iwifemceln  hislwrtidsi    '  019,81(1 

■  Th«na  hlid  also  been  KMUed  by  the  bafnk  and' sent  to  Lytn^n  A. 
Spdding;  of  Loofcporf,  *in  the  state  of  Nft^  York,  biUs  to  th6 
ffmoum  of  t85,000*  Ah  arrilngement  was  entered  into  whh  Mr. 
Soaldiiigf  16  accept  drafts  of  the  banH  to  that  aritount,  a  Ad  th^ 
bHls  ab^e  mentiolled  were  plac^  in  his  hands,  it  was  stated  bt 
die  cashjetv  as  (H)llateral  secnrity  to  him.  It  was,  moreoverr  de^ 
clffr^  that  they  wePe  liot  to*  be  put  into  C!reulati6n  by  hxrti. 
h  farther  appeared  that  the  bank  had  df^wil<!m  said'Bpaldmg  to 
aiiwnoutC  nearly  eqtial  to^the  sum  in  his  hands.  Some  of  the 
drafts  upon  him  have  been  paid,  and  others  protested.  '  Thes^ 
bitto-of  the  bank,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  SpaMing,  and  also  those 
to  the  hands  of  Mr.  Godard,  Were -not  it^ldded  In  the  statement 
of'thc  oil-eolation. 

Ttie  wi>oi6  amount  of  bills  of  the  bank,  outonth^  llifa  Augost, 
arag,  tfaefrefore,  as  follows  :  ' 

Circulation,  as  per  statement,  989,496 

In  possession  of  L,  A.  'Spisilding^  -  25,000 

•  Advat^aAr^achang^  lo  L«  Oodard,  19,816 

•84v241 
• '  At  ia  tftifeefing  of  th^  dtrdctors;  hefd  lis  afei^asakK  on  the  4tb  of 
Aoi!USC'  ti(k  fbllowiDg^  resolution  was  adopted  r  - 

ktsdved.  That  the  president  and  cashier  be  authorized  to  issue 
post  Wte#  of  thb  bank,  payable  twelve  month*  af\fer  date,  at  the 
PhcB^  batik,  Sn  the  city  of  New  Yo/ft,  ftwrtrig  mtere^'at  seven 
per  cem  'pm  Imnum,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  tbnds  \6  pay  drafta 
wtiicfrliM  Been  drawn  by  the  bank.  "     ' 

32 
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la  ftccordmioe  wkb  said  retoNioiv  post  iK)tof  xrete 
the  wipe  day..  They  w^a  sent  te  Lookport,  «8  the  pretidmH 
declared,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  exchaoged  for  the  pole* 
of  the  haokt  ia  his  haodi;  as  befi;re  atated  They  were  to  reoeiftt 
the  endorsement  of  certain  individuals,  ai  a  guaranty  for  thttT 
final  payment  The  issuing  of  post  notes  by  banks  subjed  U> 
the  provisions  of  ^  an  act  to  create  a  fund  for.  the  beaefil  of  eei^ 
tuin  moneyed  eorpomtionst  and  for  other  purpoeea,"  it  b  dtraot 
violation  oi  said  acl* 

The  facts  above  8^te<i  exhibiting  iosporUnt  eiwiM  m  tbd 
coiHlition  pf  the  bank,  within  a  very  ^rt  period  \^  tbe  doubtful 
character  of  a  portion  of  its  assets,  under  the  deaominaticsi  of 
^  notes  of  other  banks ;"  tbe  failure  to  comply  wkb  tbe  pio^ia* 
joqs  of  the  amendatory  act»  requiring  certain  securities  to  be 
^M ;  and  the  character  pf  sopie  of  the  timnaaotioae  of  ita  aSh 
eefBi  were  such  as  to  render  an  application  to  the  ChiiQoeOaF«  for 
an  injunction  against  tbfi  institution*  imperativei^ 

Aftei:  sucti  au  application  bad  been  mad^,  and  before  tbe  fer- 
yice  of  processy  the  bank,  by  a  vpte  of  the  board  of  directcMTs,  as- 
mned  all  its  property  and  effiscts  to  Alexander  D.  Frnser,  Esq^ 
qf  Detroit,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the  inatilutimi.  At 
a^  bearing  subsequently  had  before  the  ChanceHon  on  motioaio 
appoint  a  reoQiver«  the  validity  of  said  assignment  underwent  diet 
.^iMssion,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  tbe  Chancellor  that  it  waa  not 
competent  for  a  boajrd  oi  directors,  for  the  purpose  of  eioeingthe 
afiairs  of  a  bank,  thus  to  ass^,  ^nd  that  such  an  assi|pmeQt» 
yfitk  the  object  ab^e  aaentioned)  must  be  considered  againU  tho 
^neitil  fKMicy  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  and  consequently,  intaliiL 
The  motion  to  appoint  a  receiver  was  granted.  Tbe  appointmesil 
has  vot  yet  been  nuide^ 

,  Alihough  tbe  bank  has  failed  to  comply  fully  with  Ibe  prowi* 
iions  of  the  statpte  relative  to  securities,  yet  bonds  and  Morigagei 
to  a  large  amount,  on  unincumbered  real  estate,  have  beeaex»% 
euted  and  filed ;  and  the  upderafgned  baa  no  hesUation  in  ityii^ 
that  the  bill  holders  and  other  creditors  of  tbe  bank»  will  be  pAid 
tbf  full  amount  of  their  claims. 

Bank  op  Cvaofm. 
/   This  bank  was  organized  under  a  charter  gin^rted  bgr  the  le* 
gialature  in  March,  1636. 

Aa  examination  of  the  affairs  of  this  institution  was  made  by 
the  undersigned,  on  the  dOtb  day  of  July  last,  when  4be  folbw* 
ing  statement  of  its  affairs  and  condition  was  given  by  the  caahier ; 

Bitis  discouated,  •54.046  01 

.  X^MiWk  storJi  security,  16,000  04    . 

Otb^rlpAQs.  4.000  00 

Expense,  .  8^74*  fid 
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Due  firdm  aifaef  btttifci, 

SfitH  9§ 

**      ^iorporatioM, 

11,154  4M 

Funds  in  Detroit, 

1^,750  00 

^      Buffalo, 

8,786  78 

«      New  York, 

1S,107  « 

-•      Ohio, 

18,087  S8 

Sp^ie  Oft  band,  ' 

11,029  86 

Avtffltble  b&nk  notes, 

11,654  00 

■ifWI,96»  09 

CapkiEil  9teek, 

#50,000  00 

(SrciilfttioB, 

VSaOO  00 

Notes  in  transitu. 

13,000  00 

Discount  and  exchange, 

6,439  40 

I^(^0th€frttanH 

4,189  m 

Oevtificates^ 

4,(Ht69 

D)»poiAMt 

ffiBl  M 

il57,8ftd  65 

Another  exaniiiiQtion  iras  miule  on  ikt  ITfli  day  cif  Adguii 
ittit  h  then  ttppMred  Untt  tfve  day  ^rbceeeding  the  prk>^  ejttoit^ 
iMtfod,  t<^  Witt  on  the  8l6t  tioj  of  July,  the  sum  of  ttfiOd^  bk 
gold,  a  part  ^  the  specie  of  said  bahk  exMWted  W  th^  Commi* 
mofibrs,  had  been  wilhdwwn  and  deJireted  to  Chte  H.  McClure, 
late  eashier  of  said  bank,  and  a  receipt,  of  whi^  the  following 
y  a  copy,  was' left  in  the  bank  t 

^  Received  of  Bank  of  Oiinton,  ^veti  thousand  five  hotidred 
ddMifa  in  sold,  which  I  agree  to  see  Morned  in  sarne  coin,  or  id 
iiWer,  wrffaoot  unnecesdatr  delay. 

C.  H.  McCLURR 

Cffintott,  J^y  W,  1888.'' 

The  Specie  was  taken  by  said  McClure  to  Detroit,  on  the  day 
last  nnentioned,  and  delivered  to  Lewis  Godard,  who  gave  his  re- 
Mripf  for  the  siime.  llie  whole  Amount  of  specie  remainin|f  in 
huik  at  (he  time  of  said  last  exahiination  was  abcmt  68,800^ 

A  toan  had  been  made  by  the  bank,  as  appealed  da  snch  ex^ 
aMftiation,  of  f  16,000,  to  Jira  Payne  and  Charles  H.  MdC^dr^, 
Alienors  of  the  bai^k,  for  which  two  certificates  of  stock  itr  the 
•  Mkrers' BfMe'  ^  Dubuque,  ftr  onef  hundred  and  sfxty  shai^ 
Mch,  warn  hy|kithecated.  No  entty  6f  said  loan  could  b6 '  found 
oDthelKFok/of  the  bank,  and  no  evidence  of  debt  wa^  giren^ 
otber  tfian  the  pledge  6f  the  cerHflcates  aforesaid.  At  the  same 
Hon  a  loan  had  been  made  to  said  McClure  of  §4,000,  on  hi^ 
imA  on  *  S.  O.  Martin,  Esq.,  cashier,  Dubuque,^  with  endorsers. 
Tlktf  ^t^k(S&  bdteK  hi  Irattsitu,'^  meiMfoned  in  the^aboVe  statement, 
(•12,000,)  were  s^lobe  a  ptfrt  of  the  biHa  received onllid  tfiM 
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last  oifntiiioad  loans,  to  be  deposited  m  :t^/9ank,^'.W|icoi]8iik 

No  e^try  was  :made  on  the  books  of  the  is^m^  pf  liie  820,000,  the 
arooiipt  of  ^d^d  loans,  in  the  bills  of  the  haok.    .  . 

It  appeared,  moreover,  that  the  bank  had  violated  the  law  io 
the  amouQt  of  its  circulation ;  in  the  arpouiit  loaned  or  discounted 
to  difectorp,  aiyd  in  neglect  to  pay  its  notes  wh^P  'presanted  at  its 
counter*  V.  Tbq  circulation  of  the  bank,  ase^ib^dby  te  books, 
was  alfo.nwqh  less  than  that  exhibited  by  tj^  slaieo^^ntf '  A  por- 
tion of  the  resources  of  the  bank  were  found  to  be  of  so  doubtful 
a  chcM^oteres  to  warrant  the  fear  that  they  would  be  unavailable 
in  the  discharge  of  its  liabilities^ 

Aa>  jnjanptioo  was  allowed  on  the  20th  AugftSH^  A  mofion 
for  thie  appointment  of  a  receiver  is  still  pending  betpre.  the  Chan- 
cellor, ... 
Bank  of  Saune. 
Tbis  l^nk  was  visited  by  the  undersigueds  unfl  an.emininatioD 
of  its  coiKii^iion  made  on  the  14th  day  of  July  Ic^:  and'  on  the 
17th  d^y^of  jy^gust  last,  the  place  of  its  location.^#^  0^0(4^  visited 
for  thQ  purpose  of  examining  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  when 
the  b^kiqg  hoo^  was  found  closed.  The  books,  papers,  pro- 
Dprty  and  e^cts,  liad  \bfil  4ay  be^a  refnoved/toJD^Hpi^.  Oorthe 
^Ist  day  of  August  last,  the  undersign^  examined,,  M^d^r  oalhi 
fhe  pre^deat  arul  one  of  tbatdirectors,reiatiye  to  tl|p  aliairp  and 
QopditioQ  of  tUe  same,  and  the  transac^iioosof .  its  ofJQc^ra.  > 
On  the  16(h  day-  of  Augvi^|.  la^ti  the  board  of  direetor^  adopted 
a  j^solqtjoq  to  ajfsign^l  the  property  and  eflecta  of  said  baok  to 
Alexander  D.  Fraser,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  fpr  the  bene$t 
of  creditors.;  The  assigpinefjft  was  inafle  otk  tl)c  s^pae.day,  and 
tlie  property  and  ejects  delivered  to  him,  on  the  d^y  ^ucpeedi^g* 

This  course  appears  to  have  been  lal^n.  by  th^  dijreatpirs  alttie 
suggestion  of  AbelGodard,  one  of  their  number,  and  was  done  in 
anticipation  of  proceedings  being  instituted;  Qgaipft  tlji^ni  tff  a 
public  pdicer,  and,  with  i^e  design  of  dosing  up  the  afiajrs  c^  the 
i]iiBsociation# 

In  the  aforesaid  oxaiT|ination  of  the  prpsidenfa^idpn^  of  (he 
directors,  it  was  stated  that,  on  or  about  the  fourth;  d^r  of  All-; 

amount  of  $20,000,  ofr  ther^bout, 
^abJe  at  the.  Phaoix  hanfc,  Ip^  ^e  cjly: 
om.dati^  iirith»ift^fF^ft,'and  wer^ 
\\id  purposQ,K>f  (riQsiTiUtiang  theo^'to- 
were  tQ  be  used  for  thetn^o^iatioa 
idorsed  by  ^.  Bank  jOodiniisiNOQ^r. 
|Oi|t  four.oiopths  pcevioos  tatheen<^ 
or  twenty, thousand  doilars^  in  bIJIs 
said  SpaidiQgt  in  .sealed  packi)^|S% 
naia  unopened^  na  collateral  seouriCf 
\  or)  ^j4  Siialdipg.. ;      .  ,    . 
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Lewis  Godard,  for  eMbttog^  piirpOM9i  ^17,000  m  bUkof  iht 
iMiJti  wbk3h;M?erodelh^red.tehiai  agreeably  t»  a. vote  «f  the 
i^'foctOM  iq  i}ec«ini>erJiaalr 

i  .  J»  ibei-pnavio^  axamiaataoa  by  tb»  nodermffst^  .iiothing  in  the 
1MIM%  W>ba«.  ^  oee^lieA  of  ihe  baak,  ware  Bxhibked*  indicia 
iaSgik^  IWo  Jla#l:Oi|an(ioQed.ittilaiif;e«  ef  Ihodisposilioo  of  its^biUt'^ 
«t)d  firooo  ftriQt  eMninalkMi  of  .tbo  immedialeoibiers  of  the 
l^nkt  under  oetrh>  i¥>ti)ing  wat  cbsalolv^dof  these  Uransactaoiis..    ^ 

At  the  eKamios^oRy  on  Abo  i4tti  day  ctf  July  last,. the  specie  of 
the  bank  amounted  to  $3,000  06.  There  wa^  cbliYeiied  ofer  to 
Mr.  Eraser,  under  the  aMBkunei^  bnly  .960  in  apeciak  Qik  the 
day^of  theiMMigonfieoC'b}^  vou^^f  the  directior%  there  was  paid  to 
one  of  their  number,  in  redemptioBiOf.tbe'btfla  tf.the  b^,  WOO 
in  specie,  and  to  another  9800  on  account  of  deposites. 

The  securities  of  the  hanky  though  not  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  law,  are  sufficient  to  meet  all  responsibilities. 
Farmers'  BajHv^  of  Sharon. 

IThe  officers  of  this  iqs^tution  appear  to  have  conducted  its  a^ 
ftirs  with  an  anxjou^  e.ndeavor  to  comply  with  the  provision?  of 
the  statDte,  and  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  bank.  -The  constant 
presentation  of  its  bills  for  redemption,  had,  however,  on  the  8th 
inatant,  ndarly  ogDbaiiBlal  M«pi9cie  stadxTtheir  imm^dialeinietosdf 
diapbargiipg.itS'debts.  Siuls  had  be<m  comnoeaGed  og^inst  the 
b^i^<m  its  b)IJ9,  and  such,  under  the  diffici;ihu|s  pf  preset  e|OT 
I^ijafBment,  wa&  the  qonditipn  of.tMr^^irHrthatit^was  deej^^ 
both  politic  and  necessary  to  wind  up  its  concerns.  Of  this  th^ 
fUfiQcxiorf  were  Maenvselvea.  fuUy  aw^re.  The  circulatipn  is  ft  7,- 
156..  /    ; 

..  '}^h^/S€K;uritiea.;ip6k  apt  in  aof^dfuice^  with  the  requisitions,  i^f 
{^W,  >>;e^  an  amowtf,rapre  than  equal  to  all  liabilities,  ha«  b^ 

3z^oujfe4  apd'  recprdedy  axui  no  Ipss  cfin  be  susj^iiQ^d  by  the,  crch 

The  above  statecpenta  exhibit  some  of  the  facts  i^^jiich  indpce4 
{H'qc^pdiiigs,  by  iaj^pctio^s,  againat  ^e  banksi  abova  oa^r^d.  The 
ua^ersigoed  has  beeR  fully  aware  of  the  diffiqul^iea  with  wbUik 
fmiijmUt^if^m  h^vo.had  to  contendf  and  it  Jbas  been  faue  endeavo^ 
not  only  to  avoid  throwing  unnepeasary  ejoobarrassmenits  in  th^ 
39ay,  bacby!  every  la^eans  in  hi3:  power  to  as^st  apd  nduce  ti^m 
to  arrange  their  affairs  in  auch  a  ipanner  c^^  to  deserve  and  secure 
the  confidence  of  community* 

v:  At  the  same  trafie,  in  aecordanoe  with  hia  duty  t^  th^  pqbiic, 
be  bas.not(  hesitated  to  proceed  against  auoh  inatitutioos,  as  from 
improper  or  fraudulent  conduct  in  the  officers,  or  from  insQlveopy 
or  othar  pi|U80,  were,  und^cving  of  o-eclit  The  public  must 
have  Ine.m^ps  of.discrimloatiQg,  and  the  line  muat  be  distinctly 
^Wfk  bQt.w^o.^o  gpo^aad  the  ba^t  the,  aplv^at;  9fid  insqlvep^f 
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faeftfo  Ae  eurretMSf  of  Mtth^|!M^  fimririiJNl  by  hcr^^vnloifita- 

The  bukf  now  in  operatioA,  within  the  Mmm  afcMMid^  tkm 
undersigDed  is  happy  to  state,  have  ^eoentlty  exfaUnttd  «ri«ch  mika 
ieiv  10  eodeavonpg  lo  eompljr  with  the  provwioCMi  of  hwt  to 
imee  their  Habilities  lo  the  iimJieet  poMible  amocmtt  uttd  bf 
ef^Tv  ineaiii  in  their  power  to  pramrve,  onimpeired,  their  etedkw 
itaffimte  pleaeure  to  believe  that  tbMe  ineihetioot  era  not  onlf 
in  a  solvent  condttioti,  buC  that  they  will  soon  be  able  to  eieteod 
business  iisdlitie«  to  ^nhmonit jv  end  le  ifive  e  ^earrency  of  un- 
doabted  chancier* 

All  of  wbicb  is  rdspsctfolly  Hubmittedr 

ALPH&US  PELCH,  Am*  OammMomft. 


Meport  of  (he  affairs  and  cotidtiion  of  the  several  tanks  tmthm 
the  limits  of  the  third  judicial  circuit  ofMichigant  Sej^tember^ 
1838. 

^o  His  ExoeUeoey  &«vMiia  T«  Masoh,  Ckmenmr  ^  iBchigam  z 

The  undersigned  inimedrately  after  being  notKied  of  hie  ffp« 
^ntment  as  Batik  Commissioner,  in  the  place  of  Tho^s  Piti^er<ild| 
JEsq.,  resigned,  took  the  oeth  of  office>  and  entered  on  m  dis^  . 
charge  of  liis  dolies. 

Believing  the  public  mind  ijo  be  exceedingly  amtioos  fcr  oortwt 
information  of  the  standing  and  condition  of  the  banks  genen(Hy» 
the  undersigned  has  eommeted  his  tour  of  examination,  wMt  all 
p^rsibie  expedition,  eoosrstent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  proper 
anrd  efficient  discharge  of  his  dcrtieSf  the  consequent  labor  aH^nd^ 
ant  thereon,  and  the  time  naturally  required  in  travelling  over  ilti 
extensive  and  inconveniently  situated  district. 

Th^  tmdersigned  has  now  the  honor  herewi*  to  transmh  t6 
your  excellency,  a  stalement  showing  the  pmsent  condHion  of  th^ 
several  banks  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bank  Oommissionei^ 
within  the  third  judicraJ  dlstifct. 

Upon  officially  visiting  the  Berrien  coenty  bank,  the  under^. 
tf^ned  found  its  operations  suspended  by  his  predecessor,  Col» 
Fit^erald. 

Km  investigation  (^  \xt  afiaits,  vrith  that  gentleman,  much  Was 
exhibited  betraying  either  culpable  mismanagement,  or  gross  igiio* 
ranee  of  banking:. 

Col.  Prt^erald,  however,  with  the  usual  vigilance  aiid  promp- 
titude characteristic  of  all  Ms  official  acts,  had,  previous  to  my 
aorrtval,  caused  the  txrtui  of  some  ef  the  oflteers  of  the  ittititih 
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and  requked  of  the  prOf)MIOjri  tofuniMh  real  eatale  aaooritiaa  to 
ft  aoMdorabie  anKMwl,  cooditioiied  to  be  rsleaaed  on  the  entire 
ra-organiaalioQ  of  the  l:mnkf  and  its  being  placed  on  a  aouiid  and 
peroiaiieDl  basia,  or.sufier  a  fbrfeilure  of  the  landa  pled^pMl,  wliieh» 
tagether  with  their  aaaeta  in  bank*  individiial  rcaponnfaility,  aod 
tbe  real  estate  security,  given  in  coDrortiiit3r  io  law*  ip^ist*  in  tbsr 
want  avaittt  be  araie  tM0  sudboieot  to  aatiafy  a»d  pay  all  tbdr 
bibiiiliea^ 

In  ihia  eoodtlioi^  after  cooinw^g  a  requisition  made  upon  the 
direotorii  to  plooe  their  inoney  and.  e&ots  beyond  their  oontiol; 
and  in  the  haods  of  penoos  io  whom  both  Col.  fHtB||erald  and 
aayself  bad  ooliniited  oeafidenca>  I  left  them,  and  withn  the  last 
few  days  have  been  iabiMad  by  leltw,  from  CoL  FitueraM,  thai 
effivts  ar9  being  made  by  tfamn-to  comply  folly  with  urn  requira* 
meot  aforesaid*  and  that  they  bad  since  withdrawn  several  thovK 
sand  d<>Uars  of  their  oivo  biUs  from  oirculaticm.  ^ 

ThftiesuUof  SQAtttre  deltbentioQa  of  both  the  uadersigned  and 
bia  piodeeessor,  aad  of  legal  advioe  obumed,  indiK^  theaa 
to  adopt  aod  otmirm  the  oourse  taken  iritb  this  bank^  as  the  ooe 
aioat  Mvisahie  under  all  euraMBBtanoes  coooeoted,  to  protect  and 
a^mre  the  public  aoaiost  losa« 

.  The  baf)k  will  eiuier  awn  oomply  with  tbe  requisitiooa  made^ 
or  an  iqiaoeiioQ  will  be  applied  for  against  tbaoL 

Ia  tbe  coarse  of  his  tnvestigatioBa»  the  CoMmssieiier,  after  re* 
jktwiog  the  B&dn  of  the  St.  Joaeph  coooty  bank,  doaaned  it  pco* 
pef  to  apply  for  an  i«^uoctk>o  against  them*  whtth  hM  been  graii^ 
Although  the  business  operations  of  this  institotion  appeal  to  have 
heea  oonduo^  from  the  commeaeftnaent,  with  propriety  and  fair* 
oeaiy  they  have  decreased  the  amouat  of  their  cirenlation,  sinoe 
tbor  1^  report,  aod  have  made  eealous  and  laudable  boliiiefibo* 
tttal  eft>f  ta  tosuataip  tham4alves«  yei  tbe  impoveriAed  coadiiioo  of 
Iho  bank,  daMHoded  sodb  a  detetaninalioo.  and  resok ;  bodi  of 
which  were  not  only  anticipated  but  denred  by  the  directon  of 
il«  asK^  had  the  law  eoabied  tbeoii  wooU  have  vdoBtariiy  mnen* 
d^iCMilh^  aflfeets  aod  wound  up. 

As  it  is,,  tin  Commissboar  oonricbra  the  ansoont  of  tfaehr  die- 
OOMDlod  paper  aknM^  whieh  is  gaaerayy,  if  not  entirely  good, 
iuflk»aoV  with  pioper  management  in  its  ooHection^  to  pay  dl  its 
Kafatlities  to  the  public,  and  without  ncourse  to  its  landed  sacuri* 
tieiL 

.  Against  dbe  Bank-  of  AU^gan,  an  applieatioo  had  been  oiado 
ior  ao  iniunetioa  by  CoL  Fit2gerald«.  while  io  office^  whieh  tbe 
todassttaed  aupposed  had  bean  granted  and'  amredt  hot  en  ri- 
litiag  that  plaoew  on  his  way  to  Singapore,  ionnd  that  no  aervioe 
of  A  writ  hod  been  madeu  Tbe  Attorney  General,  as  the  Coa»i 
oiil^iodef  ia  infimned,  bom  aaBnr&oeee  having  baea  giran  hioa 
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tbas-tbe  iMk  would,  jd  a  sbbrt  -liki^j  be^rcwttirBd  tirb^ttboild  .ttni 
logttl  ooodition,  in  hb  discretion  lilrilbhdd  ihe  applieatioiii'      .  • 

This  actioni  oa  the  part  of  his  predecetdor^the  CommiMMier 
doomed  a  supersedeas  to  any  agency  of  his  in  'the  matter,  and 
qonsaqaeiiily  made  only  safficiont  cxaairnatioo  iilto  tha  affairs  of 
the  inatitutioR,  tosalisry  bioiself  that  in  t^aseof  failure*  ks  raioaiw 
cdfl  would  probably  pay  all  its  liabilities.  . 
-  ThB  uiidersigned  was  oflfeiaily  oalfed  to  welt  an4  ettniftia  € 
new  bank  styled  the  "People's  Bank  of  Grand  River,"  wfaibb  he 
did  ootbe  7th  of  August  lact^atMl  finding  the  lattiittttkKi  ki  opera- 
tioo,  without  having  oompiied  with  the  iniportant  requiremetitt  of 
the  law,  but  in  direet  violattott  of  its  protiijdns,  ihnnddiiteely  Sttv» 
pended  its  operdtions,  by  requiring  to  be  pat  in  poMeBSiai>of  ks 
iBoneyB  and  effects,  until  thfe  whole  law  should  be  con^ltod  wkb; 
or.  in  de&olt  thereof,  legal  proceedings  should  be  hadag&idst 
U.  .  ^     ■     _  ,     •■ 

The  directors  of  the  iastitution  are  said  to  b6  taen  of  unU#« 
tniahed  reputation,  and  it  is*  probable  that  no  fraud  Waa  iataaded, 
but  that  their  course  of  opetlation  waa  indoded  by  an  honest  niUh 
oonstrudion  of  some  of  the  inriportant'  provision!^  of  law^ 
:  The  Cold  water  bapk^  k  wiU  be  obeerved,  exhibits  a  very  Ihnu 
ted  amount  of  cash  resources  wherewith  to  redeem  atid  pay  a 
]arge '.amount  of  circiolaition  anddepomles  made  wkh  them;  and 
the  Commissionef  would  ha^ra  feh  it  Mambenton  himi  iaf  ther  or« 
diaad^y  d^obarge  of  his  duties,  to  faaveappiied  for  an  injunation 
i^nst  them;  but  from*  statemems  of  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
omle  Qoder  oath,  and  a  thorough  examination  into  all  ita  afikfrs^ 
hewasiadueed  to  delay,  at  least  for  the  present,  such  action,  be* 
lieving  that  under  any  contingency^  the  ppbiic  interest  would  aa< 
aufier,  but  would,  in  all  probability,  be  much  better  served  bjr 
such  determioatioa  than  by  aay  summary  ibreolosurei ' '  la  expta^ 
kalion,i  it  will  be  staled*  that  to  meet  their  ^eseiit  exweticies^ 
thef  are.  ne^tia ting  aloan  wkh  one  of  the  New  York  state  bonksp 
00  kidividual  respdnsibflity.  Which,  if  obtakied,  isdasignedand  will 
tie  employed  in  the  redemiption  of  their  oireulafian,'aod^<payiiiedl 
of  their  deposites.  A  more  neuDaneot  soaroe  of  reliet,  tbomb 
somewhat: more  remotd,  will  be  afforded  them,  as  they. «]Cpeet by 
obakijogeoIleetioQa  from  the  merchanlsatid  &rmers,  their  oelMora,^ 
in.gram  i^  flour,  which  the  past  abuodsnt  harviRSt  will  readttr 
eiidbla.theta  to  do,  and  at  aach  prioes  as  will  a(ibrvl  a  profitaUe 
competition  in  an  eastern  market,  and  thus  enable  them  to  coUaot 
their  debts;  and  by 'the  Makxd  these  pfedges/est^bKsh  i.  ormih  at 
th^  dastf^fiubieot  to  their  drdib  for  such  fuAdsas^are  most  vaiua- 
bit  andineectfui  to'them.  About  «  week  sinee;ilfa  undersignei^ 
was  adviaed  by .  letten  dated  August  24thi»  from  the  bashiar  t>f 
thafbaak,  that  the  negotiation  abovd  referred  to,  had  bean  made, 
audi  *twoi|ld  be  carried  in^oneffia^  to  about  two  weaks^^    The 
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hank  tt  viftMlly  inoperatiTe  at  this  time,  €fxoeptifig^  tfo  far  m  thsil' 
present  mdans  will  enable  them  to  redeem  their  cin5alali(m>  pay 
dapositors,  or  make  ooilectioDs ;  the  CommisBioner  immg  req^- 
ed  of  them  to  subscribe  an  afficfovit,  in  which  they  promised  a 
smpension  of  all  operatioQs  vrtiereby  their  liabilities  might  bs  in 
aoy  maaner  increased,  until  upon  further  investigattoD,  he  was 
aitisfied  of  tiieir  ability  to  resume  fully. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  say  that  fae  has  gfeat 
confideaoe  in  the  integrity  and  honor  ot  (be  president  and  odier 
officers  of  the  bank ;  that  their  assets  arcf  substantial,  the  tmited 
responsibilities  of  the  directors  very  greatt  and  their  retel  ettata 
sacurides  ample  and  perfect ;  and  from  this  combinatioa  of  &ot^ 
dOQStitiitiQg  a  guaranty  to  pubHe  security,  he  was  induced  to  al« 
ford  them  aa  opportunity  to  sustain  themselves,  and  thereby  readi* 
ly  pay  their  debts,  rather  than  close  their  operations  by  iajuncttoai 
and  wiod  tbem  up,  under  a  process,  though  sure  m  its  d^rmnMi- 
tioD,  yet  naturally  productive  of  delays  and  embarrassments  to 
the  public,  and  frequently  of  much  loss  in  consequence  thereof^ 
to  die  bill  holder  and  depositors. 

Iota  the  affairs  of  the  Branch  bank  of  Michigan,  at  Kakma^ 
zoo,  the  Commissioner  was  unable  to  make  an  examination^  in 
cottseqoence  of  the  absence  of  the  cashier  at  Detroit»  and  the  in* 
dispasition  of  the  person  left  in  charge. 

An  examination  into  the  condition  of  this  institution,  will  ba 
made  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the  result  reported  to  your  el- 
cellency  immediately  thereafter. 

The  payment  of  their  tribute  to  the  ^fety^fund,**  has  been  by 
many  of  die  banks  neglected  ;  but  the  importance  of  the  require- 
Mentiiaa  been  impressed,  and  its  complianpbe  insisted  on,  and  assufi^ 
aaties  are  given  that  all  arreages  sbaH  be  paid,  and  fliebtwilffet- 
ly  conformed  to  hereafter. 

Most  of  the  banks  under  the  general  banking  law,  have  fumisb* 
ed  the  full  amount  of  real  estate  securities^  required  by  it ;  some 
have  even  exceeded  their  quota,  while  others  have  not  fully  com- 
plied with  the  law.  The  banks  in  default  have  invariably  been 
required  by  the  undersigned,  to  perfect  their  securities*  as  soon  as 
the  actual  amount  of  deficiency  can  be  ascertained  from  the  Au- 
ditor  General ;  and  to  this  end,  as  well  as  to  have  coi*rect  and 
authentic  information  of  the  amounts  and  condition  of  the  securi-' 
ties  pledged  by  all  the  banks  within  the  district,  a  letter  has  beetf 
addressed  to  that  office,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  a  state^* 
raent  of  that  description. 

A  full  and  immediate  compliance  with  the  law,  in  this  respect, 
has  been  promised  by  the  banks,  whose  securities  are  now  imfper- 
fact :  aad  although  in  the  present  state,  no  injurious  result  to  Ibef 
public  is  apprehended,  still  it  is  important  that  the  lacw  shodfid  be 

33 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


268  HOUSE  DOCUBCENTS. 

ft%  obfenred,  and  the  CommisiioDer  is  detemaaed  to  eafcrce  it^ 
to  its  extent 

AH  the  banks  within  this  district,  except  those  in  suspense*  and 
under  injunction,  were  at  the  time  of  their  examination  t^  the 
Commissioner,  redeeming  their  bills  in  circulation,  in  specie  at 
other  funds  satisfactory  to  the  billholder,  as  he  is  informed  and  b^ 
lieves ;  and  it  may  here  be  noticed  that  since  their  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  an  average  of  one  third  the  Bfrnegtite  amoant 
of  their  whole  circulation,  nas  been  redeemed  a^  withdrawn. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state,  that  he  ooo- 
siders  the  present  responsibilities  and  resources  of  the  seveial 
banking  institutions,  now  in  operation,  within  this  district,  as 
abundant  and  ample  guaranty  for  the  payment  of  all  their  pB&* 
sent  liabilities  to  the  public  ;  and  although  the  cash  resouroes  of 
some  of  tfaem  are  much  diminished,  owing  to  the  constant  draft 
upon  them,  produced  by  a  combination  of  embarrassments,  they 
have,  notwithataHding,  hitherto  sustained  themselves  ;  and  it  rd> 
mains  to  be  ascertained  hqw  Ipi^  they  may  continue  erect,  and 
how  far  their  common  participation  in  the  relief  promised  bv  the 
sale  and  exportation  of  our  immense  surplus  crop,  thek  aioilitj 
in  oonsequenoe,  to  make  collections,  and  a  reliance  upoQ  their 
own  proper  resources,  wiU  be  productive  of  substantial  benefit, 
of  freedom  from  peculiar  embarrassnoents,  and  a.rest«Mmtk>B<^ 
public-  confidence  in  their  integrity  and  ability* 

The  Commissioner  most  respectfully  submits  the  foregoiiig,  and 
has  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

DIGBY  V.  BELL, 
Bank  Commimomr* 

htnOf  Septembtr  3d,  1888. 
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(No-  15.) 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  Salt 
Spring  lands,  &/C* 

To  the  Honorable  Kinsley  8.  Bm oham, 

Speaker  of  the  H(mse  of  Rq»re$tfdatwes  : 

lo  compliance  with  a  resolutioD  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform  the  House  what 
teiline  hinds  have  been  located  and  confirmed  for  the  state,  and 
what  have  been  located  and  not  confirmed ;  and  also  whether  the 
whole  of  the  five  sections  granted  to, the  state  for  die  erection  ci 
pubfic  buildings  have  been  located  and  confirmed,  I  respectflAj 
tubmit  the  following  report : 

It  is  not  made  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  see  to  the 
location  or  confirmation  of  either  the  saline  lands,  or  the  lands 
granted  to  the  state  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings ;  nor  is 
there  any  law  requiring  a  description  of  such  lands,  when  located 
and  confirmed,  to  be  filed  in  this  office.  A  list  of  lands  selected 
for  such  purposes  is  on  file  in  this  office ;  but^  for  the  reasons  sta* 
ted,  he  is  unable  to  inform  the  House  whether  it  does  or  does  not 
include  all  of  the  lands  selected  and  confirmed.  AH  lands  select- 
ed and  confinned,  or  selected  only,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  which  there  is  any  record  in  the 
ofiice,  will  be  found  in  the  schedules  hereto  annexed. 

Schedule  A,  contains  a  description  of  the  saline  lands  that 
have  been  selected  and  confirmed ;  schedule  B,  a  description  of 
the  lands  selected  and  confirmed  for  the  erection  of  public  build- 
mgi ;  schedule  C,  a  description  of  sijic^  saline  lands  and  lands  for 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  as  have  been  selected  only. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

RANDOLPH  MANNING, 
Secretfoy  of  State. 
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SCHEDULE  A. 

JL  sdiedule  of  lands  selected  and  approved  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  June  23,  1636,  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  in 
Michigan. 


PirtoofMciion. 


Sec. 


Township. 


No.  of 


BtHl  f^riflf ,  No.  1. 


On 

Retenredier  th«  aboYe,  vii :  sec., 

<In  Delraii  kad  diMactO 


6dlf|t««|H^2. 


SeUMiswUofieolkM 
end  n e  1-4  and  w  Moi  sectioo 
Reserved  for  the  above,  vix :  sees., 

(In  Detroit  bnddistnot.) 


Mt  spring,  No- 3. 


Mlpprii«,No.4. 


Sdt 


:,No.5. 


Ob  sectioo. 
Reserved  for  the  above,  viz :  sees., 

(laPeiroklAoddistrioL) 


(In  the  Saginaw  Ind  districU 

On  section 

Reserved  for  above,  vfe:  ehalfoT 

nhalfef 

seMof 

e  frac  of  s  w  M  of 


neMof 
n  half  of 
n  half  of 
w  half  of 
n  1-8  and  s  e  M  of 
w  frac  of  n  w  frao*l  M  of 


In  the  Grand  river  land  district.) 
Jo  section 
Reserved  for  the  above,  viz :    entire 
entire 
entire 
entire 

n  1-2  dc  e  1-8  s  e  M  &  w  l^s  w  M 
w  1.2of  n  w  M  and  w  1.2  of  s  w  1-4 


9 
2 

n 

4 
5 
» 


2 
U 
8 
9 
10 
15 
17 


34 
11 
14 
21 
22 


25 
2S 
24 
24 
24 
26 
35 
36 
4 
28 
33 
34 


33 
34 
35 
26 
27 
28 
32 


IS     8  E 


7n|  14 


15  N 

15 

15 


15 

15 
15 
14 
15 
15 
15 


ION 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 


14 


14 


12 


14 


IW 

1 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1  E 

1 

1 

1 


640 
622  97 
626  85 
621  51 
614  54 
040 


3S0 
640 
64* 
640 
640 
640 


640 
640 
640 
640 
640 
640 


622  39 
320 

588  61 

640 

160 
320 

275  63 

268  56 

467  44 

90  36 


acres  •  3753  11 


3W 

640 

3 

640 

3 

640 

2 

640 

3 

640 

3 

480 

3 

160 

acres 

3840 
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M» 


Pkrtoof  Mctioa 

See. 

Tawsdiip. 

No,  of 

(In  Gmid  rhm  Imd  diitrksC.) 

8ahfpriiig,No.6. 

On  MCtion,                            entire 

4 

9N 

8W 

618  59 

Reserved  for  aboye,  vi* :           entire 

3 

9 

3 

680  06 

entire 

5 

9 

9 

617  39 

w  fractional  half  of 

2 

9 

3 

310  14 

entire 

10 

9 

3 

640 

•  half  of 

9 

9 

3 

320 

entire 

8 

9 

3 

640 

3766  iM> 

SCHEDULE  B. 

ji  Schedule  (glands  seleded  and  approved  under  the  act  qf  Conr 
gresSf  approved  June  23,  1836,  for  the  ereetien  ef  PuibUc 
Buildings^  in  Michigan. 


FmtaQf99ctkKL 

Sec. 

Tow»p 

UMDge 

Quantitf 
of  acres. 

(In  the  Kakmaioo  land  dittrtot) 

do       feetMO. 
Eaathalfof 
I^aotiaoal  north-weit  quarter, 

15 
23 
27 
35 

8 
8 

7 
7 

17 
17 
17 
17 

acres 

885  88 

216 
280  95 
89  96 

812  18 
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Lands  selected  under  the  promsions  of  an  act  of  Congress^  ap^ 
proved  June  3, 1836,  by  C.  C.  Douoi^ass,  for  State  BuUdtrm 
and  Salt  SpringSf  as  appears  by  his  leUer^  dated  Detroit^  De- 
cember 19,  1837. 


Sec  rro«w*p 

Range 

For  Slate  Bnildiiigi. 
BWire, 
Entire, 
Eatthelfol 
North  eart  quarter  of 
Froctioiial 
Fractkmal 
Eaithalfof 

24 
25 
96 
35 
20 
28 
23 

8 

24 

4 

33 

V 

7 
7 
8 
10 

7 

12  W 

12 

12 

12 

16 

17 

12 

For  Sdt  Spring. 
Salt  iprinff.  entire, 
IU»eiTeidi%r4MBei«Miia, 
North  half  of 
Entire^ 

6N 

r 

6 

7 

12  W 
IS 
12 
12 
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(No.  16.) 

Memorial  and  resolutions  relative  to  improvements^ 
&/C.  by  the  General  Government  in  the  State  of 
Michigan* 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States^  in  Congress  assembled. 
The  memorial  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 

the  Stale  of  Michigan,  convened  at  the  city  of  DetrcHt,  at  their 

regular  session  for  the  jear  1839,  respectfully  represents  : 

That  the  state  of  Michigan  has  an  extended  line  of  lake  coa^ 
of  nearly  one  thousand  miles,  almost  entirely  unprotected  from  a 
dangerous  navipration  by  harbors,  piers  or  other  public  works,  for 
safetv  of  vessels  navigating  the  waters  of  Liakes  St  Clair,  Huron 
and  Michigan,  and  the  Straits  of  Michilimackinac,  and  that  the 
mouth  of  the  River  St.  Joseph  is  the  only  harbor  that  has  receiv- 
ed, by  appropriations  of  public  mone^,  any  aid  from  the  general 
government  in  the  construction  of  piers  or  other  works,  except 
nght-houses,  from  Monroe,  on  Lake  Erie,  to  New  Buffiilo,  on 
L^ke  Michigan }  that  while  the  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  throudi  the 
states  of  Ohio  and  New  York,  has  received  liberal  appropriations 
for  the  improvement  of  the  mouths  of  the  numerous  rivers  which 
empty  into  it,  the  navigation  of  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Straits 
of  Afackinac  has  been  attended  the  past  season  with  a  great  de- 
struction of  property  and  loss  of  life  for  want  of  properly  pro- 
tected harbors.  From  these  facts,  and  the  very  rapid  increase  of 
business  on  the  upper  lakes,  your  menK)riaIist8  think  the  state  of 
Michigan  is  now  entitled  to  a  liberal  portion  of  expenditures  for 
public  works  to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  a  prosperous  and 
thriving  community,  and  for  the  safety  of  public  and  private  pro- 
perty. Your  memorialists  wouM,  therefore,  respectfully  ask  that 
suitable  appropriations  be  made  for  the  following  purposes  : 

For  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  New  Buffalo,  at  the  mouth 
of  North  Black,  Kalamazoo  and  Grand  rivers,  and  for  compJeting 
the  harbor  at  St  Joseph  on  Lake  Michigan ; 

For  the  construction  of  {Hers  and  a  b^con-Hgbt  at  Michilimac- 
kinac, and  for  the  construction  of  a  pier  and  harixMr  at  or  near 
Point  Au  Barque,  near  the  entrance  oi  Saginaw  bar ; 

For  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Detroit  to  MichiMmacki*' 
nac  and  also  the  Grand  river  road ; 

For  the  removal  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river, 
and  for  the  completion  of  the  pier  commenced  by  private  indivi- 
duals at  the  harbor  of  Brest ; 
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And  respectfully  ask  of  your  honorable  body  to  order  a  special 

examination  of  the  accounts  of  the  superintendent  and  assistant 

superintendent  of  the  harbor  at  St  Joseph;  and  of  the  manner  in 

which  the  funds  entrusted  to  their  care  have  been  managed  and 

expended,  and  whether  they  have  manifested  a  due  regard  to  the 

public  interest. 

Resolved,  That  (if  the  Senate  concur)  oaf  senators  in  con- 

and  our  representative  requested,  to  urge  the 

to  the  above  appropriations,  and  to  use  theit 

:ain  immediate  action  thereon* 

I  copy  of  this  memorial  and  resolution  Uf 

Secretary  of  State  to  each  of  oar  senators 
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(No.  17.) 

Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  iroprovemeni 
of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

OfFICB  iX^  IlVTERNAt  luPBOVEMIUfT,  ) 

Detroit,  Jan.  16, 1839.      ) 
Hon.  K.  S.  BmoHAM,  Speaker  of  the  House  (^Representatives  i 
Sir — I  herewith  transmit  to  the  honorable  the  Legislatare  the 
annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  together 
with  the  accompanying  documents.     By  order  of  the  boards 

EDWIN  H.  LOTHROP, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Inqnwemeta* 


RfiPCHtT,  6ui. 
To  the  BonoriMe  the  L^idature  of  the  State  of  Michigan  i 

The  undersigned,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Internal 
Improvement  dl  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
quisitions  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  inter* 
nal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Com^ 
missioners,''  respectfully  report  { 

That  the  Commrissioners  appointed  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses* 
«ion  of  the  legislatare,  met  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  first 
Monday  of  May  last,  and  organized  by  electing  Edwin  H.  Lo- 
dirop,  president;  Hiram  Alden,  auditor;  Levi  S.  Humphrey^ 
acting  commissioner  on  the  southern  railroad  ;  Lansing  B.  Miz- 
ner,  acting  conunissioner  on  the  central  railroad ;  James  B.  Hunt^ 
acting  commissioner  on  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal ;  Wil* 
Kam  A.  Burt,  acting  commissioner  on  the  northern  railroad,  and 
the  Saginaw  and  Mapie  river  canal  ;  Rix  Robinson,  acting  com* 
missioner  on  the  improvement  of  the  Grand  and  Kalamazoo  rivers,, 
and  the  SaoH  Ste.  Marie  canal ;  and  they  severally  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices.  The  boardf 
also  appointed  Amos  T.  Hall,  as  collector  on  the  central  railroad 
at  Detroit ;  Thomas  B.  Clark,  collector  at  Ypsilanti ;  Alexander 
H.  Adams,  secretary  and  general  book-keeper;  and  Charlea 
Hoffinan,  way  collector  and  captain  of  the  train  of  cars ;  and  the 
other  appomtments  on  the  said  road  were  made  by  the  acting 
Commissioner,  under  a  resolution  of  the  board.  The  board  also 
appointed  the  foUowing  chief  engineers,  Joseph  S.  Dutton,  on  the 
southern  road ;  John  M.  Berrien,  on  the  central  road ;  Jarvier 
Hurd,  on  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal ;  Traoy  McCracken^ 
34 
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on  the  Bonbern  road  and  Saginaw  canal ;  John  Almy^  on  the 
improvements  of  the  rivers  and  Sault  Ste  Marie  canal*  each  at  a 
salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

In  pursuance  of  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature,  the  Com- 
missioners were  directed  to  cause  a  correct  and  accurate  survey 
and  estimate  of  a  railroad  route,  on  the  best  and  most  eligible 
ground^  fixHH  Centerviile,  via  Lockport,  Geneva  and  Cass  >polis, 
to  Niles,  to  be  made,  and  to  report  said  survey  and  estimate  to 
the  legislature  at  their  next  annual  session.  Tlie  charge  of  this 
duty  was  assigned  to  Dr.  Alden  ;  on  his  being  subsequently  ap- 

Sointed  acting  Commissioner  on  the  central  road,  on  the  12th  of 
tiue  last,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Mizner,  who  bad  resigned,  it  was 
transferred  to  Mr.  Lothrop,  who  appointed  Erastus  Hurd  as  the^ 
engineer  to  main  said  survey  and  estimate ;  and  said  engineer 
will  submit  to  your  honorable  body  his  report,  with  a  map  of  the 
couittry  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense. 

By  a  like  resolution  of  the  legislature,  the  Commissioners  were 
directed  to  curve  the  southern  raih*oad  between  the  village  of  Pe- 
tersburgh  and  the  city  of  Monroe,  continuing  the  same  on  the 
south  side  of  the  River  Raisin,  if  such  curve  could  be  made  as 
cheap  as  a  branch  could  be  made  from  sakl  aouihera  railrotd  ^  if 
not,  that  they  make  a  brangh  road  to  the  village  of  Dundee^  with 
a  proviso  in  relation  to  a  cession  of  lands  and  water  power  (pr  the 
use  of  the  state. 

The  acting  Commissioner  on  said  road  having  reported  that  the 
persons  interested  at  that  point  had  complied  with  the  resolutioa 
in  relation  to  tlie  grant  of  sufficient  land,  and  the  necQssavy  water 
power,  was  directed  by  a  resolution  of  the  board  to  make  % 
Dfanch  road  to  the  village  of  Dundee,  it  appearing  from  the  state* 
ment  of  the  Commissioner  and  engineer  that  a  branch  road  would 
be  less  expensive  and  equally  beneficiah 

By  another  resolution  of  the  legislature,  the  Commissioners 
were  authorized,  with  the  consent  ot  the'coramon  council  of  the 
city  of  Detroit,  to  extend  the  track  of  the  central  railroad  from 
its  present  termination,  down  Woodward  avenue,  to  its  intefseqi- 
tion  with  Atwater  street,  and  thence  each  way  along  Atwater 
street  as  far  as  the  Commissioners  might  deem  best  for^  public 
good,  provided  the  expense  should  not  exceed  five  thoiTsaod  dot* 
mrs. 

The  consent  of  the  corporation  was  obtained,  and  the  aotii^ 
Commissioner  on  said  road  was  directed  U>  let  the  same  to  con- 
tract, and  part  of  the  work  has  been  done — the  particulars  of 
which  will  appear  in  the  report  of  the  acting  Commissioner  on 
that  work.  By  another  resolution,  the  Commissioners  were  ich 
structed  to  contract  for  one  hundred  miles  of  railroad  iron*  By 
a  resolution  of  the  late  board  of  Commissioners,  this  duty  wa& 
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nmigd^  to  G^eml  Hamphrey,  and  his  report  on  that  subject  k 
herewith  submitted* 

At  said  meetTD^  of  the  board,  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  ca- 
nal was  located  from  Mt.  Clemens,  in  the  county  of  Macomb,  to 
the  outlet  of  Crooked  lake,  in  the  county  of  Livingston ;  its  far* 
tber  location  was  postponed  until  a  further  survey  should  be  made 
west  of  that  point,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  a  better  and 
lesa  expensive  route  could  not  be  found.  Such  further  survey 
has  been  ordered  by  the  board,  and  the  acting  Commissioner  on 
that  work  has  stated  the  situation  of  the  same  in  his  report,  here** 
with  submitted :  and  also  to  cause  a  survey  and  estimate  fit)m 
Mt.  Clemens  to  Belvidere  to  be  made,  which  is  not  yet  done. 
And  the  acting  Commissioner  on  said  work  was  directed  by  a  re^ 
solution  of  the  board,  to  expend  the  amount  of  money  appropri- 
ated tasaid  improvement  on  the  eastern  section  thereof,  comment 
cing  at  Mt.  Clemens,  and  thence  west  as  far  as  the  appropriation 
would  construct  the  same  ;  and  he  was  directed  to  have  the  same 
prepeLTeA  and  let  to  contract. 

The  board  also  passed  a  resolntion  directing  the  northern  rail- 
road to  be  so  located  through  the  county  of  Shiawassee  as  to  pasi 
through  both  the  villages  of  Corunna  and  Owasso,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  northern  railroad  should 
deem  advisable  for  the  best  interest  of  the  state.  The  location 
has  been  made  by  said  acting  Commissioner^  in  pm^uance  of  said 
xesoIuticHi. 

The  board  also  located  the  northern  railroad  on  the  south^srde 
of  Black  river,  in  St  Clair  county,  on  the  line  reported  by*  the 
engineer  on  his  first  survey;  the  resolution  locoting  said  road 
not  detettnining  on  which  side  of  said  river  it  should  commencer 
stating  only  that  it  should  be  located  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Black  river,  &c.  The  acting  Commissioner  on  said  road,  by 
different  resolutions,  has  bebn  directed  to  let  to  contract  fbr  grub- 
bing and  clearing  all  that  part  of  said  road  from  the  commence- 
ment, at  the  mouth  of  Black  river,  in  the  county  of  St  Clair,  to 
the  village  of  Lyons,  kt  the  county  of  Ionia,  and  to  contract  for 
the  gra<nf^  of  fourteen  n^iles,  between  the  village  of  Flint,  in 
Genesee  county,  and  the  viHage  of  Lyons,  which  has  been  done, 
as  win  appear  by  his  report,  as  submitted  herewith. 

The  acting  Commissioner  on  the  central  road  has  been  directed 
by  resolutions,  to  prepare  and  let  to  contract,  that  part  of  said 
road  between  the  villages  of  Ann  Arbor  and  Jacksonburgh,  for 
grubbing,  clearing,  and  grading,  and  the  same  has  been  let  to 
contract,  as  appears  by  his  report 

The  acting  Conrnmissioner  on  the  southern  road  has  been  al^ 
directed  to  prepare  and  let  to  contract  that  part  of  said  road  be- 
tween the  village  of  Adria!i,  in  the  county  of  Lenaweo)  ahd  the 
t^age  of  Hillsdale,  in  the  county  of  Hillsdale,  for  grubbing. 
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cleeriog,  and  grading,  and  the  same  bafl(  been  clooe,  as  more  fiiUy 
appears  fromliis  report,  hereto  annexed. 

The  acting  Commissioner  appointed  to  take  chai^  of  the  river 
improvements  and  the  construction  of  the  canal  at  the  Sank  Ste» 
Marie,  has  let  contracts  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Grand  and  Kalamazoo  rivers,  and  for  the  clearing,  grubbing^ 
and  excavation  of  the  canal ;  his  report  to  the  board,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer  on  these  works,  contains  a 
ptatement  of  the  contracts  and  amount  of  labor  done,  and  are 
herewith  submitted. 

Resolutions  have  been  passed  by  the  board,  directing  the  acting 
Commissioner  on  the  southern  road  to  prepare  for  lettmg  to  con- 
tract that  part  of  said  road  between  the  villages  of  Hillsdale  and 
Branch,  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress,  as  appears  by  his  re* 
port ;  and  also  directing  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  central 
road,  to  prepare  for  letting  to  contract  for  grubbing,  clearing,  ond 

Jrading,  that  part  of  the  central  road  between  the  villages  of 
acksonburgh  and  Kalamazoo :  and  to  the  acting  Commissioner 
on  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  to  prepare  to  let  to  contract 
that  part  of  said  canal  between,  the  villages  of  Rochester  and 
Pontiac  But  no  contracts  are  to  be  let  on  said  works,  until  ap- 
propriations shall  be  made  towards  the  same. 

The  reports  of  the  several  acting  Commissioners  contain  full 
and  detailed  statements  on  tlie  several  works,  and  they  are  re- 
spectfully submitted  with,  and  making  part  of  this  report : 
The  amount  expended  on  the  southern  road,  and 
the  several  works  under  the  charge  of  L.  S. 
Humphrey,  during  the  present  year,  or  to  the 
first  instant,  is 
The  amount  of  work  let  to  contract,  it  is  estima* 

ted,  will  cost 
The  amount  expended  on  the  central  road  the  past 

year,  is 
The  estimated  amount  of  contracts. 
The  amount  expended  on  the  Clinton  and  Kala- 
mazoo canal,  is 
The  whole  amount  of  contracts  let,  will  amount,  as 

estimated,  to 
The  amount  expended  on  the  northern  railroad  is 
The  amount  let  to  contract  on  said  road,  is  esti- 
mated at  the  sum  of 
The  amount  expended  on  the  Saginaw  canal,  du- 
ring the  last  year,  is 
The  amount  let  to  contract  is  estimated  at 
.    i:)eing  the  amount  appropriated  on  said  wcH'ks. 
There  has  been  eippepded  on  the  Grand  river, 
the  sum  of  13,096  $9 


$230,105  51 

407,250  00 

200,470  74 
454^08  85 

21,081  57 

202,762  29 
12,772  44 

85,204  31 

8,155  05 
62»000  00 
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Oil  Uie  Kalanmzoo*  tbe-sam  of  td,OSIS  W 

On  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal,  794  48 

And  it  is  estimated  that  the  appropriatioQ  made  for 
the  rivers,  will  cover  the  expense  of  the  con- 
templated improvements. 
The  amount  Jet  to  contract  on  the  canal  around 

the  falls  on  the  St.  JVf  ary's,  is  estimated  at  about       4250Q0  00 
The  expense  of  the  survey  of  the  St.  Joseph  river, 
with  the  maps  and  estimates  made  during  the 
year  1887,  but  not  audited  and  entered  into  the , 
bookst  until  1838,  is  5,812  23 

And  there  has  been  paid  for  instruments^  the  past 

year,  the  sum  of  408  79 

There  has  also  been  drawn  from  the  internal  im- 
provement fund,  by  the  warranto  of  the  auditor 
of  the  late  board,  and  the  warrant  of  the  Audi- 
tor General,  the  sum  of  927  00 
expenses  on  account  of  negotiating  state  loan,  in 

the  years  1837  and  1838. 
And  by  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor  Genera],  for 
the  improvement  of  the  stale  salt  springs,  under 
the  act  of  March  24th,  1838,  the  sum  of  3,000  00 

For  the  pay  of  members  of  the  board,  stationery^ 

printing,  clerk  hire,  &o.,  the  sum  of  3^636  80 

of  which  amount,  92,232  46,  was  paid  by  the  late 

board,  and  91,404  34,  by  the  present  board. 
And  by  the  Auditor  Greneral>  for  clerk  hire,  in  his 

office,  the  sum  of  200  00 

The  sum  of  $5,812  22  above  mentioned,  as  havii^^  been  ex- 
pended on  the  St  Joseph  river,  and  also  the  sum  €?  8403  70, 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  instruments,  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
sum  of  820,000  appropriated  in  1837,  to  the  survey  of  the  route 
of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  the  survey  of  the  Saginaw 
canalf  and  of  the  Grand,  Kalamazoo  and  St  Joseph  rivers,  and 
fqr  the  purchase  of  instruments*  The  expenses  tnive  exceeded 
the  appropriation  about  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars^  as  stated 
in  the  report  of  last  year  to  Uie  legislature.  No  appropriation 
was  made  to  pay  this  excess,  and  it  has  been  pfeiid  out  of  the 
general  fond. 

A  loan  was  made  by  the  late  board  to  the  Bank  of  Gibraltar, 
<if  twenty  thousand  dollars,  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  which  was 
the  notes  of  chartered  banks,  and  the  reridue  waft  in  notes  of 
baidcB  established  under  the  general  bankiiu^  law ;  being  someoC 
the  money  which  had  been  paid  in  by  the  State  Treasurer,  of  the 
moneys  received  by  him  for  taxes*  under  a  jdnt  resolution  of  the 
J^nslature. 
Xoanahave  also  been  made  by  James  B.  Hunt*  one  of  the 
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noting  CommissioDeni  of  the  late  board,  without  any  Msolotion  of 
ttie  board,  but  as  he  represents,  with  the  knowled^  and  assent 
of  a  majorhy  of  the  late  board  And  by  a  resolution  of  the  late 
board,  passed  on  the  first  day  of  March  last,  fi^  thousand  dol- 
lars was  placed  to  his  credit*  and  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  dollars  and  eighty- four  cents,  to  the  credit  of  General 
Humphrey.  And  the  reraution  states  the>  above  sums  ^  being 
for  money  received  by  the  State  Treasurer,  and  placed  in  the 
bonk  as  a  special  deposited' 

The  repon  of  said  Commiasioner  on  the  subject  of  these  loans, 
and  also  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  by  hitn,  as  acting  Commis- 
sioner, for  the  expenses  of  running  the  central  railroad,  and  for 
the  purchase  of  wood,  which  the  Auditor  General  refused  to  al- 
low, or  to  issue  a  warrant  (or  the  amount,  after  having  been 
requested  to  do  so  by  a  resolution  of  the  board,  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted* 

The  amount  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  internal 
improvement  fund,  on  the  fat  day  of  January, 
1838,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  was  $902,825  75 
To  which  is  added  five  per  cent  on  sale  of  publie 

lands,  4,994  96 

State  loan,  965,682  70 

Slate  fund,  loaned  by  H.  Howard,  Treasurer,  by 
authority  of  a  joint  resototioo,  7,224  84 

$1,206,138  25 

And  the  payments  out  of  the  same  are  aa  follows : 

Southern  raihmd,  2S(^105  51 

Havre  branch  ritiln»d«  235  99 

Surveys  on  St  Joseph,  5,783  15 

improvemeutaon  Grand  Riv^r,  1^996  58 

do            Kalaanaaoo^  S,023  07 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal,  794  48 

Central  railroad,  200,479  74 

Clinton  acid  Kalamazoo  canal,  21,981  57 

Saginaw  canai,  8,155  95 

Northern  railfoadv  12,772  44 

Improvement  of  sah  springs,  3,000  00 
Expenses  paid  for  negotiatmg  the  state  k)an#  io  1837 

and  '88,  927  00 

For  clerk  hire  for  Auditor  Generod,  200  Of 

Surveyors'  instruments,  403  79 

Loan  to  the  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  $0,000  09 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  board,  3^686  80 

$530^4»6  07 
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To  which  may  be  added, 
LoaD  to  the  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  now  due,  •20,000  00 

Interest  on  the  same. 
Due  from  the  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad  company, 

on  sale  of  iron  by  the  late  board,  0,955  46 

For  a  full  and  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  of  tolls,,  and 
the  expenditures  &r  running  the  central  railroad,  you  are  refer- 
red to  the  report  of  the  acting  Commissioner  on  that  road.  The 
Statement  shows  a  high  degree  of  prosperity,  yet,  in  the  opioion 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  profits  of  this  road  for  the  ensuing  year 
will  be  much  greater.    , 

In  the  prosecution  oif  the  several  works,  the  actiog  Commis- 
sioners hav^  met  with  jgreat  difficulty  and  embarrassments,  on 
account  of  the  heavy  cbims  for  damages  constantly  interposed 
for  lands  through  which  the  roads  and  canals  are  laid.  It  is  re<- 
spectfully  suggested  that  comnoissioners  be  appointed  on  each  of 
tnese  works,  to  assess  the  damages  upon  a  view  of  the  premi* 
ses. 

By  the  present  law»  the  claimant  has  the  right  of  appointing 
one  of  the  referees,  the  Commissioners  one,  and  these  twa  choose 
the  third,  and  they  must  be  residents  of  the  county.  The  per^ 
sons  thus  chosen  very  naturally  take  sides  wilhHhe  party  or  iute*- 
rest  appointing  them,  a  di&rence  of  opinion  is  thus  generated,  to 
be  settled  by  the  third  person,  and  in  these  differences  betweea 
the  interests  of  individuals  and  the  public  treasury,  the  latter  ie 
always  the  sufferer.  But  when  three  individuals  of  high  charac- 
ter are  selected  by  the  state  to  assess  these  damages,  no  improper 
feelings  will  exists  as  they  will  most  probably  bestraagers  to  the 
claimants,  and  without  any  local  interests  to  afiect  them,an  impar<- 
tial  judgment  mny  be  given  of  the  true  value  of  the  pt'operty  taken 
by  the  state  ;  a  sense  of  justice  in  an  honorable  mind,  on  a  sub* 
ject  In  which  no  interests  are  involved,  would  be  a  sufficient  pro- 
tection to  the  claimant.  This  course  was  adopted  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  on  the  construction  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals, 
and  so  well  satisfied  were  the  public  with  this  system  that  k  but 
been  again  adopted  by  that  state  on  the  recent  enlargement  erf*  the 
Erie  canal.  It  if  le.^s  expensive  than  the  course  heretofore  par* 
sued,  and  the  Commissioners  would  not  be  liable  to  be  influenced 
by  the  local  excitements  that  are  perpetually  ffot  up  by  int^rest- 
ed  persons,  on  these  real  or  pretended  claims  for  damages. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  late  board,  a  survey  was 
ordered  to  be  made  from  the  direct  Hue  of  the  Clinton  and  Kala* 
inazoo  canal,  down  tlie  Red  Cedar  river,  to  intersect  the  Ghrand 
river.  The  survey  has  been  made  as  far  down  as  Io«ua,  in  the 
county  of  Ionia.  The  report  of  the  engineer  was  made  to  the 
boardi  and  the  same  is  herewith  submitted. 
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The  maps,  profiles  and  estimates  of  the  sarvey  of  the  St  Jo- 
seph river,  have  been  completed  sinoe  the  last  annual  report ;  no 
appropriation  was  made  by  the  last  legislature  towards  the  im- 
provement of  that  beautiful  river.  The  great  advantages  of 
water  communication,  over  every  other,  lo  an  agricultural  dis- 
trict, makes  the  improvement  of  this  river  an  object  well  worthy 
of  the  favorable  attention  of  the  legislature,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  state  of  Indiana,  will  improve  that  portion  of  the  river  within 
its  boundaries. 

NcMnerous  applications  have  been  made  to  the  board,  during 
the  last  year,  (or  damages  occasioned  by  the  locomotive  engine 
and  train,  destroying  cattle  and  hogs  on  the  line  of  the  central 
railroad.  The  Commissbners  have  no  authority,  under  the  pre- 
sent law,  to  pay  these  claims.  The  inhabitants  have  become 
rather  exasperated,  and  some  disaffiscted  persons  have  retaliated 
by  placing  obstructions  on  the  road,  to  the  great  danger  of  pas- 
sengers, or  by  injuring  the  roads  and  brides,  to  the  loss  of^the 
state.  As  these  claims  will  be  accruins;  along  the  whole  line  of 
the  road,  it  seems  that  the  question  should  be  settled  by  some  le- 
flislative  action.  The  lands  on  which  the  roads  are  constructed 
belong  to  the  state,  either  t>y  ffift  or  purchase,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners have  generally  allowed  for  building  fences,  when  the  lands 
were  given  to  the  stiate,  or  nominal  damages  only  allowed.  In 
other  instances,  the  owner  of  the  land  is  paid  for  his  damages,  and 
is  to  build  bis  fences,  as  on  ordinary  roads,  hut  there  are  many 
roads  crossing  the  railroad,  and  in  other  places,  as  in  villages, 
where  animals  may,  at  any  time,  get  on  the  road,  and  be  subject 
to  injury. 

As  the  country  becomes  improved  and  cultivated,  and  the  cat- 
tle are  more  restrained,  the  difficulty  will  diminish  ;  at  present, 
the  woods  are  the  common  pasture  for  most  of  the  neat  cattle^ 
and  it  appears  almost  impossible  to  prevent  them  from  coming 
on  the  road.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  owner  and  the 
state  should  divide  the  losses  sustained  in  these  cases ;  with  such 
a  regulation,  both  parties  will  use  more  Care  than  if  the  toss  were 
entirely  on  one  side,  and  the  law  could  define  what  proportional 
value  the  state  should  pay,  when  the  damage  is,  occasioned  with- 
out gross  negligence  or  wilful  misconduct. 

By  the  present  law,  the  Commissioners  have  no  authority  to 
furnish  funds  to  contractors,  or  to  make  any  advanc;es  except  on 
materials  for  the  work.  A  great  majority  of  the  persons  dispos- 
ed to  enter  into  contracts  on  the  public  wofks,  have  not  the  abi- 
lity to  meet  the  necessary  outlay  to  commence  and  carry  on  the 
work  with  energy,  hence  it  lingers  along  until  their  credit  is  de- 
stroyed, and  they  become  discouraged,  and  the  contract  is  finally 
abandoned,  to  be  let  at  a  higher  rate,  and  to  a  more  wealthy  con- 
tractor.   On  all  these  contracts,  security  is  required,  and  damages 
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may  be  recovered,  but  they  are  seldom  or  ever  paid,  the  proper*. 
ty  either  changes  owners,  or  application  is  made  to  the  legislature 
for  relief,  and  all  experience  teaches  us  that  they  seldom  petition 
ID  vain. 

If  advances  could  be  made,  on  approved  security  ;  tliere  is  nd 
doabt  bat  the  work  would  be  taken  cheaper  and  carried  on  with 
more  rapidity.  Connected  with  this  subject,  is  another,  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  board  has  been  called  ;  the  authority  of  pur- 
chasing the  right  to  use  a  patent  steam  pile  driving  and  sawing 
machine ;  these  machines  are  now  in  use^  in  several  of  the  statesi 
and  are  said  to  answer  a  valuable  purpose.  The  road  is  made 
cheaper,  faster  and  better,  than  in  the  ordinary  manner ;  a  con^ 
tractor  cannot  aflbrd  to  purchase  the  righti  or  build  the  steam 
engine,  for  a  few  miles  of  work ;  the  Commissioners  have  no 
authority  to  do  it,  and  its  benefits  are  lost  to  the  state. 

The  chief  engineer  employed  in  the  repair  of  locomotive  en- 
gines, Mr.  Benjamin  Briscoe,  has  obtained  a  patent  for  an  inj^ 
nioos  improvement  in  the  spark-catcher,  attached  to  the  locomo- 
tive engines;  the  state  are  now  using  them, 'and  have  derived 
ffreat  advantage  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Lcaaon,  from  thia 
improvement ;  but  they  have  no  direct  authority  by  law,  to  al- 
low any  compensation,  and  as  the  spark-catcher  will  be  necessary 
for  every  new  locomotive  that  is  purchased  by  the  state,  some 
authority  ought  to  be  given  in  this  and  other  cases,  to  purchase- 
these  rights  and  such  other  improvements  as  are  made  from  time 
to  time,  and  which  would  be  manifestly  beneficial  to  the  states 
A  proposition  has  also  been  made  to  the  board,  by  Mr.  Baldwin 
of  rhiladefphia,  the  manufacturer  of  some  of  the  locomotive  en- 
gines now  owned  by  the  state,  to  establish  a  shop  in  this  state  for 
the  manufacturing  of  those  engines,  if  the  Commissioners  would 
agree  to  purchase  a  certain  number  for  the  state ;  but*  as  the 
board  bad  no  authority  to  make  such  n  contract,  the  negotiation 
was  ended  The  distance  of  trandportatbn,  and  the  great  risk 
iaourred  in  bringirtg  these  ponderous  machines  from  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  their  liability  to  injury  on  the  way,  make 
it  desirable  that  a  shop  of -the  kind  proposed^  should  be  establish- 
ed in  the  state.  The  state  are  also  building  their  own  freight  and 
passenger  cars,  and  they  are  done  in  an  elegant  and  workmanlike 
manner.  There  is  little  doubt,  however,  that  work  of  this  kind 
may  be  done  much  cheaper  by  an  individual  directly  interested, 
tlian  by  the  state.  Indeed,  as  a  matter  of  economy,  the  state 
ought  not  to  embark  in  any  work,  which  individual  capital  and 
enterprise  can  accomplish. 

The  Commissioners  are  also  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  more 

advantageous  to  the  public,  and  not  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the 

state,  to  allow  free  competition  in  the  carriage  of  freight  on  the 

raiJroads ;  the  state  ftumishing  only  the  nK>tive  power,  and  Vma^ 
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porting  the  passens^ers  and  perhaps  the  nnails,  and  in  other  casev 
allowing  individuals  or  companies  to  place  cars  upon  the  road,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  their  own  produce  and  mercbandiase,  or 
as  common  carriers  for  others,  subject  to  such  toils  and  regula* 
tions  as  the  Commissioners  shculd  from  time  to  time  direct  Al* 
though  a  state  monopoly  is  less  objectionable  than  any  ottier,  yet 
it  accords  better  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the  bpinicm 
of  our  citizens,  that  as  much  of  competition  should  be  allowed  m 
all  cases  as  the  subject  matter  will  admit  without  injury  to  the 
public  Safety  requires  that  the  state  should  control  the  motive 
power,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  regulated,  together  with  the 
carriage  of  passengers  in  a  safe,  cheap,  and  expeditious  manner. 
The  rest  may  well  be  left  to  individual  competition. 

A  diflference  of  opinion  exists  between  the  Auditor  General  and 
the  Commissioners,  on  the  construction  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature,  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
•  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  the 
appointment  of  a  board  of  commissioners.' "  One  of  the  groocids 
taken  by  the  Auditor  General  is,  that  this  act  has  entirely  done 
away  with  the  office  of  auditor  of  the  board,  and  therefore  the 
Commissioners  cannot  draw  any  money  from  the  funds  placed  m 
their  charge ;  and  that  on  his  warrant,  and  without  an  order  from 
the  board,  he  can  draw  these  funds  and  use  them  in  payment  in 
such  cases  as  he  thinks  proper — whFle  the  board  are  of  opinion 
that  by  said  law  he  is  only  authorized  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
acting  and  other  Commissioners  for  disbursements  of  money,  and 
that  in  all  other  cases  the  duties  of  the  auditor  of  the  board  remain 
as  before ;  and  that  no  moneys  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  mtemal 
improvement  fund  can  be  drawn,  except  by  an  order  of  the  board, 
authorizing  their  auditor  to  draw  his  warrant  for  the  amctunt, 
which  warrant  is  to  be  countersigned  by  the  Auditor  GreneraK  If 
the  construction  of  the  Auditor  General  is  correct,  the  board  can- 
not use  a  dollar  without  his  consent ;  and  he  can  dispose  of  these 
funds,  whik3  the  board  remain  responsible  to  Account  for  them 
when  called  upon  by  the  legislature.  The  Auditor  General  at 
first  required  that  all  -accounts  presented  should  be  proved  by  affi- 
davit; this  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
affidavits,  and  then  in  paying  the  expense  of  taking  them ;  the  nui- 

fistrates  and  other  officers  charged  twenty-five  cents  each  for  ta- 
ing  these  affidavits,  while  the  Auditor  General  would  only  allow 
six  and  a  quarter  cents  each,  malting  the  Commissioner,  engi- 
neer, or  claimants,  lose  the  difference. 

The  affidavits  were  clearly  illegal,  and  amoimled  only  to  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  account;  there  was  no  danger  in  making  them,  it 
arose  in  paying  for  tiiem.  The  Auditor  General  also  claims  the 
light  of  allowing  or  disallowing  any  account  presented  to  him,a^ 
ter  the  same  is  paid,  and  certified  to  be  correct  by  the  acting 
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Cotnminioner.  The  account  is  mutilated  and  altered  in  such'  a 
maoner  that  the  receipt  is  no  longer  the  evidence  of  payment — the 
account  presents  one  amount  and  the  receipt  another.  The  ques* 
tion  is,  which  must  govern? 

Id  order  to  obviate  some  or  all  of  these  difficulties/ the  written 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  the  legal  adviser  of  the  officers 
of  the  state,  was  obtained  and  presented  to  the  Auditor  General ; 
but  it  was  not  considered  satisfactory  by  that  officer,  which  opin- 
ion is  herewith  submitted.  The  Commissioners  were  under  the 
necessity  of  conforming  to  the  views  taken  by  the  Auditor  Grene- 
ral  under  this  law,  or  suspend  the  public  works  under  their  charge. 
It  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  legislature  that  a  complete  re- 
Thion  be  made  of  the  laws  relating  to  internal  improvements,  de- 
signating the  duties  of  the  respective  officers  in  such  manner  that 
foo  room  for  difierences  of  opjnionr  may  exist. 
^  The  present  law,  allowing  a  Commissioner  to  draw  only  five 
thousand  dolhirsat  one  time,  and  riot  to  draw  any  more  until  that 
iram  is  fully  accounted  for,  and  vouchers  produced  for  the  same, 
and^Budited  by  the  Auditor  Groneral,  has  produced  much  incon- 
Tenience  without  any  corresponding  benefit.  By  said  law,  the 
acting  Commissioners  are  required  to  give  bail  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars^  while  under  no  circumstances  are 
they  allowed  to  have  over  five  thousand  dollars.  For  the  pur- 
chase of  locomotives,  or  materials,  the  board  may  advance  over 
that  amount,  but  an  acting  Commissioner  cannot  draw  over  the 
five  thousand  dollars.  Nor  can  he  obtain  any  further  sum  until 
he  has  fully  accounted  for-the  first.  The  receipts  cannot  be  ob- 
tained until  the  money  is  paid ;  after  paynient  is  made  and  the  re- 
ceipt is  brought  to  the  office  of  the  Auditor  General,  he  decides 
whether  it  is  or  is  not  a  correct  payment,  rejects  or  allows  it,  or 
alters  the  price  of  the  articles  and  allows  it  at  a  different  sum  from^ 
the  amount  actually  receipted.  The  Commissioner  has  a  receipt 
for  one  sum,  to  be  entered  in  the  books  of  the  office ;  the  Auditor 
General  has  another  to  be  entered  in  his  accounts — or  the  acting 
Commissioner  must  lose  the  difference,  or  return  and  seek  out  his 
receiptor,  dispute  the  account  he  has  once  allowed,  and  get  back 
his  money  and  change  his  voucher.  In  the  mean  time,  contract- 
ors, laborers,  and  others  employed  by  the  state,  must  be  delayed 
in  the  receipt  of  their  moneys  until  this  question  with  the  Auditor 
General  is  settled,  and  another  warrant  obtained  for  another  five 
thousand  dollars. 

AnotheV  difficulty  occurs  equally  objectionable : — payments  are 
made  to  contractors  on  their  monthly  estimates  at  remote  points, 
as  at  Lyons,  or  at  the  Saginaw  canal,  or  on  the  Grand  river,  or 
at  the  Sault.  The  estimate  may  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  daeComnaissioner  must  go  to  the  place  to  pay  the  money  and 
obtain  bis  voucher8,retum  and  setUe  with  the  Auditor  General,  and 
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mak^  another  journey  to  pay  the  balance ;  if  the  estimate  is  lem 
than  five  thousand  dollarst  be  cannot  obtain  vouchers  enough  to 
•obtain  another  warrant  until  the  next  estimate  is  made,  and  then 
be  will  be  in  the  same  situation  as  if  the  estimate  had  exceeded 
five  thousand  dollars,  for  a  second  journey  will  be  indispensable. 
When  the  estimates  aniount  to  fifteen  or  twenty  thousaiKl  dollais 
per  monthj  and  are  payable  at  a  distance,  it  will  be  almost  in»» 
practicable. 

Under  the  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  speedy 
adjustment  of  damages  consequent  upon  the  location  of  the  central 
railroad,  through  ihe  lands  of  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  and  others^'*  tiw 
amount  of  damages  certified  by  the  Commissioners  under  said 
act,  were  to  be  paid  by  the  board  of  Commissioners  of  internal 
improvement,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  the  board,  duly 
countersigned  by  the  Auditor  General.  When  the  warrants  is- 
sued by  the  auditor  of  the  board  to  pay  these  awards  to  the  seve* 
ral  claimants,  were  presented  to  the  Auditor  General,  he  recused 
to  countersign  them,  on  the  grounds  above  stated,  that  the  act  of 
April  6th,  1838,  repealed  or  done  away  with  the  office  of  the  au* 
ditor  of  the  board.  In  some  cases  the  Auditor  General  has  issued 
his  own  warrant  and  allowed  the  persons  presenting  them  to  hold 
both  warrants.  In  other  instances,  he  issued  his  warrant  with- 
out any  order  of  the  board,  or  any  notice  to  them  that  he  had 
drawn  on  the  funds  placed  in  their  charm},  and  in  one  instance  be 
issued  a  warrant  in  favor  of  a  person  who  had  received  advances 
on  his  claim  by  a  former  acting  Commissioner,  and  the  claimant 
has  not  yet  refunded  the  amount  formerly  advanced ;  and  the 
Commissioners  are  informed  that  the  sums  thus  drawn  by  the 
Auditor  General  amount  to  $9,594  65,  which  does  not  appear  in 
the  repoil  of  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  central  raiiroadi  but 
which,  if  drawn  according  to  law,  should  be  charged  to  the  expen- 
ditures on  that  work. 

If  the  Auditor  General's  construction  of  these  acts  is  correct, 
the  Commissioners  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  these  funds, 
when  they  may  be  used  without  their  knowledge  or  consent.  In 
the  instances  referred  to,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ral has  taken  the  proper  You^rs  for  these  payments,  as  he  con- 
strues the  law  ;  but  the  Commissioners  are  ^of  opinion,  that  the 
payn;ent8  were  illegal,  and  the  vouchers  therefore  incorrect 

The  accounts  of  the  several  acting  Commissioners,  as  stated  in 
this  report,  are  made  up  to  the  first  day  of  January,  instant.  Es- 
timates have  been  presented  and  paid  at  diflEercnt  periods  since* 
which  will  be  entered  in  the  books  as  payments  of  the  present 

i^ear ;  advances  have  also  been  made  by  order  of  the  board,  to  the 
ate  acting  Commissioner,  Hiram  Aldeiv  deceased,  on  the  central 
iroadi;  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  releases  of  right  of  way  on  said 
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roadt  wbicfa  aooount  is  iiot  yet  closdl;  the  actuig  Commisaioiier 
OD  the  Qlinton  and  Kalaamzoo  canal  has  advanced,  under  an  order 
of  the  board,  to  contractors  on  said  caoaK  llie  sum  of  eleven  thoUf 
sand  doliare  for  materials  not  yet  delivered  and  estimated,  which 
amounts  do  not  appear,  on  the  books  until  regularly  audited  and 
allowed. 

Before  obsing  this  report,  the  Commissioners  would  advert  to 
the  decease  of  an  esteemed  member  of  the  board  and  one  of  the 
actii^  Commissioners.  Doctor  Hiram  Alden,  who  departed  this 
life  on  the  26tb  day  of  November  last*  at  the  city  of  Detroit*  when 
he  was  engaged  in  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  Com- 
missioners take  this  opportunity  of  puhUcly  expressing  their  high 
regard  for  the  honesty,  industry  and  ability  of  their  late  colleague ; 
and  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  legislature  that  some 
law  pr  resolution  be  passed,  proiudii^  for  that  part  of  his  salary 
not  allowed  by  the  Auditor  General,  and  for  his  funeral  expenses. 
After  the  death  oi  Doctor  Alden,  Mr.  Mizner  took  charge  of 
the  central  railroad,  and  attended  to  the  business  thereof,  rnim  the 
present  meeting  of  the  board,  when  Edwin  H.  Lothrop  was  ap- 
pointed acting  Commissioner,  and  has  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

EDWIN  H.  LOTHROP, 
WILLIAM  A.  BURT, 
L.  S.  HUMPHREY, 
RIX  ROBINSON, 
JAMES  B.  HUNT, 
L.  B.  MIZNER. 
Omncm  op  JntEuvAJs  IiiPRovsMmrr,  > 
DHi^  Jan.  15,  IS90.  ) 
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(No.  1.) 

Report  of  E.  H*  LoArap,  acting  Commissioner  Central 
RaUroad, 

To  tJie  Board  of  Commismners  of  Internal  Improvement. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Commissioner  on  the  central  railroad, 
would  respectfully  present  to  the  board  the  following  report : 

The  central  railroad  was  placed  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Hiram 
Alden,  late  acting  Commissioner,  on  the  12th  day  of  June  last, 
and  continued  under  his  charge  until  the  time  of  his  death.  Du* 
ring  that  time,  he  caused  to  be  prepared  and  put  under  contract 
for  clearing,  grubbing  and  grading,  eJl  of  that  portion  of  the  road 
between  the  villages  of  Ann  Arbor  find  Jacksonburgh,  besidea 
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eTOiiofainy  a  general  super^lKHi  over  the  ccmstroetion  of  the  wboie 
line  of  road,  and  the  repairing  and  running  that  portioB  of  the 
road  now  in  use.  From  the  cursory  examination  given  to  the 
acts  of  my  predecessor,  since  I  came  into  the  office,  I  feel  com- 
pelledy  in  justice  to4iis  memory,  to  hear  testimony  to  the  zeal, 
ability,  and  unremitting  ^attention  with  which  he  devoted  himself 
to  the  discharge  of  the  high  and  responsible  duties  imposed  on 
htm  by  your  board. 

That  portion  of  the  railroad  between  Ann  Arbor  and  Jackson- 
burgh,  I  am  informed  by  tlie  chief  engineer,  is  in  a  successful 
piaogress  of  completion,  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  receiving 
the  superstructure  early  the  ensuing  summer.  My  predecessor  li- 
mited to  the  first  inst.,  the  time  for  completing  the  contracts  on 
this  part  of  the  work ;  but  in  my  opinion,  the  time  was  altoge- 
tber  too  short,  and  that  it  has  been  impossible  for  the  contractors 
to  fulfil  their  obligations  to  the  state,  and  that  additional  time 
should  be  given  to  such  of  them  as  are  now  faithfully  employed 
on  their  contracts. 

That  portion  of  the  road  between  the  villages  of  Ypsilanti  and 
Ann  Arbor,  was  let  to  Col.  D.  C  McKinstry,  in  January  last,  for 
clearing,  grubbing,  grading  and  la;^ng  the  superstructure,  &c^ 
in  which  contract  he  bound  himself  to  have  the  road  fully  com- 
pleted by  the  first  day  of  October  last  I  regret  to,  inform  you 
that  the  work  is  yet  unfinished. 

At  your  session  in  September  last,  the  board  passed  a  resolu- 
tion directing  mv  predecessor  to  annul  the  contract,  and  re«let  the 
same,  unless  Col.  McKinstry  shall,  within  one  week,  commence 

Crosecuting  the  work  with  more  energy  oi)d  efiect  than  he  had 
eretofore  done.  I  am  informed  that  such  assurances  were  given 
Dr.  Alden,  of  reform,  that  deterred  him  for  the  time  being,  of  ex- 
ercising the  plenary  power  with  which  he  was  entrusted  by  the 
resolution.  Although  there  has  been  some  improvement  on  the 
work  since  the  passage  of  said  resolution^  yet  I  am  not  satisfied 
that  all  has  been  done  that  should  have  been  done  by  the  con- 
tractor. But  in  justice  to  Col.  McKinstry^  I  feel  boand  to  lay 
before  the  board  the  excuse  he  has  given  me  for  the  delay.  He 
informs  me  that  he  should  have  been  able  to  have  nearly  comple- 
ted his  contract  by  the  time  specified,  had  it  not  have  been  lor  the 
sickness  of  the  season  ;  that  he  employed  and  sent  on  his  work 
at  diflcrent  times;,  between  one  and  two  hundred  men,  and  that 
they  were  soon  taken  sick  and  were  obliged  to  leave  the  work  ; 
that  he  came  to  Detroit  and  offered  higher  wages  than  he  could 
aflTord  to  pay,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  merb  that  his  work 
should  not  be  suspended*  and  that  he  could  not  obtain  men  at  any 
price. 

I  am  now  informed  by  the  resident  engineer  on  this  division  of 
the  work,  that  the  timber  for  superstructure  is  now  being  placed 
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on  the  line  of  the  road ;  that  the  balance  of  the  gradtog  now  an- 
finished*  will  probably  be  done  by  the  time  it  Vill  be  advisable  to 
commence  laying  down  the  superstructure  in  the  spring,  and  that 
the  road  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  hron  by  the  tinoe  it  will  reach 
the  city  from  New  York. 

There  remained  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1830,  the  follow- 
n^ramoant  of  work  to  be  done»  now  under  contract : 

To  completethe  road  in  the  8d  diviston,  McKin- 
stry^s  contract,  between  Ypsilanti  and  Ann  Arbor,    924^569  50 

To  complete  the  preparation  of  road  surface  on 
the  4th,  5tb  and  6th  divisions,  ready  for  superstruc- 
ture, between  Ann  Arbor  and  Jar^sonburgh,  130,085  35 

•154,508  85 
The  expenditures  on  the  central  railroad  from  the  81st  Decem- 
ber, 1887,  to  the  31st  December,  1838,  are  as  follows: 

For  locomotives  and  cars,  940,514  03 

grading,  65,243  85 

grubbing,  1,453  36 

timber,  0,364  13 

bridges,  13,514  55 

superstructure,  25,887  08 

depot  buildings,  6,163  57 

water  stations,  3,504  26 

engineering,  13,500  82 

damages,  including  fencing,  cutting  timber,  &c»,10,517  06 
subsistence,  4,000  77 

contingent  expenses,  6,635  51 

♦•200,470  74 
Add  the  amount  expended  durmg  the  year  1887,    367,186  88 

Sum  total  of  the  expenditures  on  the  central 

railroad,  #567,666  07 

Add  the  amount  appropriated  but  not  expended,     154,508  85 

•722,264  02 

Deduct  the  amount  from  the  appropriation  made 
for  the  years  A.  D.  1837  and  1838,  (•750,000,)  it 
will  leave  the  sum  of  ^27,735  08  unappropriated,         27,785  08 

Sum  total  of  all  appropriations,  •750,000  00 

It  will  require,  to  construct  the  superstructure 
between  Ann  Arbor  and  Jackson,  exclusive  of  iron, 
(estimated  cost,)  •120,000  00 

^In  thii  amount  there  it  included  the  expenditurefl  on  the  track  down  Woodward  aye* 
Dlie,  lor  whicb  a  apecial  appropriation  waa  made.    The  amoant  expended  it  $8,346  S7. 
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Four  skiUott8,iiioludkigbuikittags»  side  tracks  &C.        9»000  00 
Add  for  contingencies,  iocluding  cogkieering,  &c.       88,159  88 

$162,159  88 
Deduct  the  balance  of  appropriation  unappro« 
piiated,  27,785  08 

It  will  require  this  sum  over  and  $184,424  60 

above  all  appropriatioQs  now  made,  to  fioiah  the  central  railroad 
to  Jackson,  exclusive  of  iron.  The  iron  will  probably  cost  about 
$1,800  per  mile.     The  distance  is  481  miles. 

The  location  west  of  Jacksonburgh,  preparatory  to  letting  to 
contract,  was  commenced  under  the  direction  of  your  board,  by 
my  predecessor,  and  is  rapidly  prr^ressing,  and  the  whole  line  as 
far  as  Kalamazoo,  will  be  ready  for  contract  about  the  last  of 
February. 

Estimates  of  the  costs  of  this  portion  of  Ihe  line  will  be  fur- 
lushed  on  the  completion  of  the  locatbn.  The  expense  of  clear* 
ing,  grubbing,  grading,  bridgingt  &c.,  and  all  expenses  incident  to 
the  preparation  of  the  road  surface  ready  for  the  superstructure* 
may,  for  the  present,  be  assumed  at  $5>000  per  mile.  Distance 
is  67  miles. 

Under  a  resolution  of  your  board,  the  late  acting  Conunissioner 
comonenced  the  erection  of  a  depot  boiiding,  in  the  rear  of  the 
city  hall  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  lands  leased  to  the  state  by 
the  corporation,  and  expended  about  $%000  in  labor  and  mate- 
rials. 

Before  he  had  finished  laving  the  foundation  for  the  building,  be 
was  stopped  by  a  writ  of  injunction,  issued  out  of  the  court  of 
chancery  for  the  first  circuit.  The  case  has  not  yet  been  deci^ 
(fed ;  all  business  remains  suspended,  and  the  materials  lamain  on 
hand 

I  would  recommend  to  the  board,  that  a  proper  site  for  a  pas- 
*  senger  depot  in  or  near  the  oty  of  Detroit,  be  obtained  immedi- 
ately, and  a  suitable  building  be  erected  thereon,  with  as  little  de* 
lay  as  possible.  I  acknowledge  the  principle  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  board  to  consult  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  citizens  of  De- 
troit in  the  establishmentof  a  depot,  as  much  as  possible,  without 
jeopardizing  the  interests  of  the  state.  But  when  the  state  have 
property  to  the  amount  of  $20,000  or  830,000,  cimslantly  exposed 
to  the  ruinous  effects  of  the  weather,  and  liable  to  injury  from  evil 
disposed  persons,  the  question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  expedir 
ency  and  not  of  accommodation,  and  that  it  would  be  impolitic  to 
wait  the  result  of  a  long  and  protracted  chancery  suit. 

The  Poniiac  railroad  company  are  indebted  to  the  state  in  the 
sum  of  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars  and  forty- 
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SIX  oeDtSr  for  iron  sold  that  company  by  live  k(e  board,  under  a 
ripsolution  of  the  legislature. 

By  a  resolution  of  your  board,  my  predecessor  was  directed 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  iron  received  by  that  company,  and 
collect  the  balance  due.  I  am  informed  that  he  was  unsuccessful 
in  collecting  any  part  of  it,  and  has  left  the  account  with  the  At- 
tomey  General  for  collection. 

Tt^  cars  commenced  running  regularly  on  the  central  railroad 
on  the  dd  day  of  February  last.  The  amount  of  tolls  received 
for  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  merchandize  exceeds  the 
amount  paid  for  running  the  road  in  the  sum  of  937,263  74,  as 
will  appear  by  the  following  statement : 

Received  by  A.  H.  Adams,  acting  collector,  from .  the  10th 
Jan.  to  21st  May,  1838,  for  transportation  of  passengers  and 
merchandize,  18,368  06 

Received  from  the  21st  May  to  31st  December,  1888,  for 
transportation  of  20^07^  passengers,      939,454  74 
do         9,937,785  lbs.  merchandize,    20,149  51 
do         15,554^  barrels  flour,  3^928  10 

do         115,661  feet  lumber,  225  83 

do         1,168  85-100  M  shingles,  294  05 

do         789^  cords  wood,  497  00 

$82,917  29 

Paid  for  wood,  3,447  05 

do         oil,  3,895  10 

do        repairs  of  machinery  and  cars,  3,481  20 
do        repairs  of  road,  12,595  11 

do        for  repairs  Rouge  bridge,  576  46 

do        transportation  of  freight  and 

passengers,  21,638  82 

45,633  74 


Profits  running  road,  37,283  55 

Of  the  disbursements  made  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  ron- 
mng  ihe  road,  there  has  been  received, 

From  the  internal  improvement  fund,  $33,448  79 

do        funds  received  by  A.  H.  Adams,  for  tolls,  12,184  95 

$45,633  74 
There  are  in  my  hands  at  this  time,  funds  to  the  amount  of 
$6,645  11,  placed  ;here  by  a  resolution  of  your  board,  which 
funds  were  received  by  Mr.  Adams,  for  lolls,  and  most  of  them 
have  since  become  unavailable,  as  will  appear  by  the  following 
statement : 

Bills  of  the  Bank  of  Saline,  $1,475  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward, 
Bills  of  the  Farmers'  back  of  Sharon, 
do  Bank  of  Singapore, 

do  do    Allegan, 

do  Groodrich  bank, 

io  Bank  of  Ithaca,  New  York,  (eooh 

terfeit,) 
Certificate  receirer  Jack^xi  eoonty  bank, 
do  Bank  of  Lapeer^ 

do  Wayne  coonly  bank, 

do  Bank  of  Kensington, 

P.  Morey,  Attorney  General,  receipi  (for  note)- 
Account  of  Hiram  Alden  for  services, 
Shinplasters, 

Bills  of  the  Clinton  canal  bank, 
do  Bank  of  Ctiaton, 

do  St.  Joseph  county  bask, 

Available  funds  in  my  hands,  ^  bank,) 
Bills  of  the  bank  of  Manchester, 

do  Saginaw  city  bank,  (counterfeit) 

do  Lenawee  county  bank, 

do  Wayne  county  bank, 

do  Mer<2hants'  bank  of  St.  Joseph, 

Certificate  receiver  Farmers'  bank,  Genesee  county, 
do  do  do  Sandstone, 

Bill  of  the  Palmyra  and  Jacksoobur]^  railroad  co« 


184  0» 

41  00 

37  00 

18  0» 

5  00> 

400  00 

em  o» 

45  00' 

10  o» 

906  09 

168  00 

564 

10  M 

3  00 

1  00 

3,764  48 

108  00 

30  00 

79  00 

68  OO 

5  00 

,     ISSOO 

•3  00 

1  00 

•6,645  11 


Deduct  $462,  the  amount  due  J.  B.  Hunt,  tot  ad- 
vances made  for  running  the  road, 


462  00 
#6,183  11 


Add  to  this  amount  the  sum  of  #12,184  95,  wfaicii 
was  used  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  running  the 
road,  oat  of  moneys  received  toi  tolls  by  Mr*  Ad- 


•  12,184  95 


Sum  total  of  moneys  received  by  Mr.  Adams  for 
ton,  ♦18,368  06 

All  of  these  moneys  were  reoeived  by  Mr*  Adama  lor  toll« 
under  the  direction  of  the  late  board,  before  the  16tb  day  of 
May  last,  and  became  uncurrent  before  they  could  be  dispnH 
edot 

The  short  time  the  undersized  has  had  charge  of  the  road, 
will  be  his  only  excuse  for  this  impevfioet  stateinent  of  the  (tt^ 
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;  miio  of  the  work  on  thk  mf)oriant  bxwick  oT  jowr  paUje 

All  erf'  which  18  respectfully  sabmit^. 

E.  H.  LOTHROP, 
Acting  Commimpner  Cenbnd  Raibvad. 
Jmumy  12, 1630. 


(Na  2.) 


JSopoft  qf  James  £.  J&/U,  oc^iiig-  Commissioner  on  th$  CUnion 
and  Kaiamazoo  canal. 

To  '0»e  honoratie  the  Boardcf  Commissioners  qf  Internal  Im- 
provemerd  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  undersized,  acting  Commissioner  on  the  Clintoa  and  EJa- 
lamazoo  canal,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  board,  respect^ 
fiiliy  reports : 

That  immediately  after  his  appointment  as  actii^  Commis* 
aiooer,  in  the  month  of  May  last,  he  directed  Jarvis  Hurd,  Esq^ 
the  chief  engineer  on  said  canai,  to  prepare  for  letting  to  contract 
that  part  of  the  canal  on  which,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board,  the 
appropriation  was  to  be  expended,  comousncing  at  Mt.  Clemens^ 
in  the  county  of  Macomb,  thence  west,  as  far  as  the  amount  ap- 
INTopriated  would  extend. 

The  engineer  prepared  for  the  first  letting  as  far  west  as  Utica, 
and  I  ^veitised  that  part  for  letting  to  contract  according  to  Iaw# 
the  proposals  to  be  received  until  the  28th  of  June,  at  Mt.  Cle- 
noeos.  On  that  day,  about  siiUy  proposals  were  received  for  the 
whole  or  diflferent  parts  of  said  work,  except  the  bridges  and  tim- 
bered locks :  plans  and  specifications  for  which  the  engineer  had 
^Dot  time  to  complete  previous  to  the  iettini;^.  The  proposals  so 
received  have  been  dul^  filed  in  the  office  of  the  board,  according 
to  the  resolution  requiring  the  san>e. 

The  stone  lock  connecting  the  canal  with  the  river,  at  Mount 
Clemens,  was  let  to  Alexaiider  Clemens,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  at 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  per  foot  lift,  with 
lock  gates,  &c.,  complete.*  The  contractor  has  delivered  part  of 
the  stone«  which  has  been  brought  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  is 
preparing  the  residue  to  be  ddivered  in  the  spring.  The  stone 
already  delivered  are  of  the  requisite  quality,  and  answer  the 
directions  of  the  encineer.as  to  size  and  dressing. 

By  a  resolution  oithe  board,  the  Auditor  General  was  j^quest- 
ed  to  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  the  undersigned  on  the  State 
Treasurer,  in  such  sums  as  he  should  from  time  to  time  consider 
necessary  to  advance  to  this  contractor  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling him  to  quarry*  cut,  dress  and  deliver  said  stone,  not  esc^- 
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faig  in  the-whole  the  sam  of  five  thoasaad  dollars,  on  his  excMMf" 
ting  a  bond,  with  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  Auditor  Gene* 
ral,  for  said  sums  so  advanced.  The  money  has  been  paid  him 
in  three  difierent  sums,  and  he  has  executed  the  required  bonds. 

The  canal  is  divided  into  sections  of  one  mile  each.  The  first 
of  these  was  let  to  James'B,  Van  Rensselaer,  as  the  lowest  bidder. 
A  particular  specification  of  the  kinds  of  work*  and  the  prices^ 
may  be  had  by  reference  to  the  contracts  on  file  in  the  office  of 
the  commissioners.  The  grubbing  is  principally  finished,  and 
considerable  of  the  excavation  has  been  made,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  work  will  be  completed  by  the  re- 
quired time. 

The  second  section  was  let  to  Robert  Wattles.  This  work  is 
not  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  the  first  section  ; — it  was 
found  advisable  to  change  the  location  of  part  of  this  section,  on 
account  of  quicksand,  and  to  throw  the  canal  down  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  instead  of  keeping  it  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  where 
the  quicksand  would  be  perpetually  wnshing  into  and  filling  up 
the  canal,  even  if  sheet  piling  had  been  resorlefl  to  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  the  work.  The  contract  price  for  excavalinff  quick- 
sand was  83  cents  per  cubic  vard,  and  the  contractor  claims  an 
.  allowance  for  changing  the  fine,  thereby  depriving  him  of  the 
benefit  which  he  would  have  received  in  removing  the  quicksand 
at  that  price.  This  question  will  be  referred  to  the  board  for 
their  action.  A  part  of  the  excavation  on  this  section  proves  to 
be  **hard-pan,"  and  this  will  also  impede  the  progress  of  the  work, 
but  it  is  expected  the  contractor  will  be  able  to  complete  it  in 
time.     A  copy  of  this  contract  is  also  on  file. 

The  third  section  was  let  to  Messrs.  Plues,  Wilson  &Co.  of 
New  York,  and  includes  one  stone  lock  and  two  aqueducts  across 
the  river,  on  stone  piers,  wi^h  wood  trunks ;  it  is  the  most  expen* 
give  mile  on  the  eastern  section  of  the  canal.  It  is  known  to  the  - 
board  that  the  engineers  were  opposed  to  this  place  of  crossing 
the  river,  both  on  account  of  the  expense  of  the  first  construction 
and  the  cost  of  repairs,  as  well  as  to  the  interruption  of  navigation 
when  repairs  should  be  required.  The  citizens  of  Mt.  Clemens 
were  opposed  to  the  plans  of  the  engineers,  using  the  river  from 
the  mills  of  Judge  Stevens  down  to  the  village,  which  would  have 
done  away  with  the  necessity  of  these  aqueducts.  They  applied 
to  the  board,  then  in  session,  to  make  a  personal  examination  of 
the  route,  and  to  direct  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  con- 
structed. The  work  now  under  contract  is  in  conformity  with 
that  dedsion  of  the  board,  and  although  it  is  an  expensive  piece 
of  work,  yet  at  the  prices  paid  and  the  great  experience  and  high 
character  of  the  persons  who  took  the  contract,  it  is  suppo^ 
tiiat  it  will  be  done  well  and  more  reasonable  than  the  under- 
signed had  anticipated    The  stone  lock  was  lot  at  thirteen  bun< 
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dred  and  sixty-live  dollars  per  foot  lift,  with  gates,  &c«<coropIete. 
Ad  arrangement  similar  to  the  one  made  with  Mr.  Clemens,  in 
relation  to  the  procuring  of  mtone,  was  made  with  these  contract* 
ors,  allowing  them  to  receive  n#  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  they  have  received  on  two  differer.t  applications  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars,  and  the  requisite  security  has  been  given. 
This  contract  was  also  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  board. 

Sections  four,  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  and  the  west  half  of  nine, 
were  let  to  Messrs.  Parks,  Boyer  &  Co.  who  took  the  same  on  a 
proposition  made  by  a  Mr.  Porter,  and  with  his  assent,  which  was 
the  lowest  offer  except  one,  for  these  sections,  the  person  who 
made  the  lowest  offer  having  declined  entering  into  contract. 
After  some  prqp^ss  had  been  made  in  the  work,  a  division  of 
the  contracts  took  place  between  the  contractors,  Mr.  Parks  tak- 
ing one  mile  and  the  tenth  of  a  mile  off  the  western  end  of  the 
contract.  My  assent  was  given  by  the  advice  of  the  board,  to 
an  assignment  by  the  parties  to  each  other  of  their  interest  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  work,  according  to  the  agreement  entered 
into  between  them.  The  whole  of  these  sections  was  much  too 
large  a  contract  for  the  limited  means  of  the  persons  engaged. 
They  commenced  grubbing  on  section  four,  and  made  some  pro- 

Sress  in  the  excavation  on  the  same  section,  but  it  has  not  been 
riven  with  energy,  and  about  the  21st  or  22d  of  December  it 
was  abandoned  by  those  contractors  who  had  retained  the  east- 
em  section  of  the  work.  This  part  of  the  line  ought  to  be  let 
to  contract  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  lock- pits  must  be  excava- 
ted in  time  to  allow  the  contractors  who  have  engaged  to  build 
the  locks,  an  opportunity  to  finish  their  work  pursuant  to  con* 
tract,  or  they  may  claim  damage  for  the  detention.  Bail  was 
taken  on  these  contracts,  and  they  may  perhaps  choose  to  go  on 
with  the  work,  rather  than  subject  themselves  to  the  damages. 
By  the  terms  of  these  contracts,  the  excavation  and  embankment 
is  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  and 
the  locks,  aqueducts,  culvjsrts,  &c,  before  the  first  day  of  Novem-. 
ber  next.  There  is  a  clause  m  the  contract,  that  if  the  work 
riiould  not  progress  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  ensure  its  comple- 
tion by  the  times  above  limited,  or  if  the  work  should  be  done  in 
an  improper  manner,  or  of  bad  materials,  the  commissioner  or 
engineer  having  charge  of  the  work,  after  giving  notice  to  the 
contractor,  may  declare  the  contract  forfeilcB,  if  the  subject  com- 
plained of  is  not  remedied.  Owing  to  the  difficulties  that  have 
arisen  on  public  works  in  other  states,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
prohibit  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  drink  for  the  workmen  on 
the  several  jobs,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  their  contracts.  The  con- 
tractors appear  to  be  satisfied  that  it  is  for  their  interest  that  it 
should  be  soy 

The  engineer  was  directed  to  prepare  the  line  for  letting  to 
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CMtmct  tkom  Uiiea  to  Rocbeiter»  4molly  after  the  iim  lettki^ 
Owii^  to  sickness  and  the  repeated  ezaaaiQations  necessary  |# 
find  the  best  route,  near  the  village  ^fKocbester*  the  second  let« 
tiug  did  not  take  place  until  the  l^th  of  September.  At  (he  time 
of  the  letting,  it  had  not  been  determined  whether  the  river  woirid 
be  taken  in  as  a  feeder  below  Rochester,  or  not ;  or  whether  bodi 
Stony  and  Faint  creeks  should  be  used  as  feeders.  Nor  couid  it 
be  known  before  the  contracts  were  let,  whether  the  approprialioii 
made  for  this  work,  would  extend  as  far  as  that  pount*  or  not 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  work  was  kt  to  RQcfaester*  a  <lia- 
taoce  of  sixteen  miles  from  Mt  Clemens.  About  sixty  diflereot 
pittpoaals  were  received  at  this  letting,  and  are  also  on  file.  The 
wesi  half  of  section  nine  waB  let  to  Elijah  Hamlin,  jr.,  and  fhs 
contractor  has  done  sooae  work  on  the  same.  Section  ten  wan 
let  to  Messrs.  Hilton  &  AJIen.  The  work  on  this  sectioo  is  going 
on  with  much  rapidity ;  from  the  character  of  the  contraetors, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  it  will  be  completed  according  to  contract 
Section  eleven  was  let  to  Messrs.  Bronson,  Knight  6c  Ingalls. 
The  grubbii:^  on  this  contract  is  partially  done,  and  although  it 
has  not  progressed  with  as  much  speed  as  the  other«  it  is  presu* 
med  it  will  be  done  in  time.  Sections  twelve  and  sixtiien  were 
let  to  John  F.  Hamlin ;  section  thirteen  to  Messrs.  Parshall, 
Hawley  6c  Co.;  section  fourteen  to  Elijah  Hamlin,  apd  section 
fifteen  to  Messrs.  Johnson,  Niles  &  Co.  There  is  scoie  work 
done  on  each  of  these  sections,  except  the  fourteenth  :  and  much 
timber  got  out  for  the  locks  on  the  line.  The  road  and  farm 
fMridges,  not  let  with  the  sections,  were  contracted  to  Jeremiah  H^ 
Crittenden,  and  the  timbered  loch$»  not  let  with  the  sections,  wem 
bid  in  by  Isaac  Kelly ;  both  these  contractors  are  getting  out  aivi 
delivering  the  timber  necessary  for  the  work.  The  above  coo* 
tracts,  except  for  section  fourteeuy  are  also  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  board. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  work  let  to  contract,  appeaif 
iipom  the  schedule  annexed.  Before  the  location  of  the  canal,  «o 
agent  had  been  employed  to  obtain  releases  along  the  sarveye4 
route,  and  many  were  procured.  Some  persons  refused  until  the 
line  was  finally  located,  that  they  might  see  what  iniury,  if  any, 
Ibey  should  sustain.  In  the  final  location,  it  passes  throl^  eoQKS 
lands  where  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  obtain  -releases,  as  it 
was  far  from  the  first  survey.  The  agent  has  been  recently  on 
the  line  obtaining  releases  where  he  could,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
tiiat  business  on  the  line  recently  surveyed  through  the  west  put 
of  Livingston  and  the  east  part  of  Ingham  counties. 

Applications  have  been  made  for  damages  bv  persons  reudiqg 
oear  the  villages  of  Mt  Clemens  and  Utica,  and  one  or  two  other 
points  on  the  line.  A  compromise  has  been  effected  in  three  of 
Ihe  casesy  and  one  has  been  submitted  to  refecees  under  tb(  Bta- 
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Va^*  The  awaid  has  liir  exceeded  any  calcidatioo  AbX  I  had 
0»de  of  the  damages  mftmned.  Thia  amount  has  not  been  paid^ 
and  the  subject  matter  and  the  questions  arising  tbereon»  will  be 
hid  before  the  board  for  their  action. 

It  bad  been  supposed  from  the  creat  anxiety  manifested  by  tbe 
public  on  the  hoe  of  the  canal,  both  in  favor  df  the  work  and  tho 
apfHTopriations  to  be  made  A>r  its  eon^ruction,  that  it  was  a  dem* 
rabb  improvement,  and  that  the  landi  through  which  it  passed 
wmaid  be  increaoed  in  vaJue ;  that  few,  if  any  elairos  for  dam»* 
ges  would  be  presented  But  the  entire  contrary  of  thb  appeam 
ta  be  the  case;  an  excuse  for  making  a  claim  is  alwaya  ready, 
and  the  daioa  when  presented  am  generally  of  the  moetaitnv«« 

Ent  efaaraeler.  Under  the  direetitm  of  the  board  a  rensurvej 
s  been  made  through  the  west  part  of  tbe  county  of  Livio^;stoD^ 
for  the  purpose  of  avoidii^  a  deep  cut  of  about  three  milea  m  &3o* 
tent,  the  most  serious  obstacle  on  the  whole  route.  The  line  had 
been  kxiated  to  the  outlet  of  the  Crooked  lake,  in  Livingston  coo»« 
ty ;  from  this  pobt  the  survey  has  commenoeit  and  extended 
.  west,  and  at  tho  time  I  was  on  the  line,  about  tbe  middle  of  lad 
month,  sufficient  informatbn  had  been  obtained  to  ascertain  that 
a  &vorable  route  could  be  found  without  increasing  the  distance, 
and  with  a  vast  saving  of  expense  to  the  state.    An  additional  r^ 

ErI  will  be  made  as  soon  as  tbe  engineer  returns  and  can  maha 
i  maps  and  estimates  of  the  work. 

By  the  report  of  the  chief  en^neer,  made  to  the  board  about 
tbe  close  of  the  iast  legislature,  it  appears  that  a  practicable  route  . 
for  a  canal  was  found  from  the  present  line  of  the  canal  near  tbe 
bead  waters  of  the  Red  cedar ;  thence  down  that  stream  to  cqik 
nect  with  tbe  navigable  waters  of  the  Gkand  river.  No  legtslft* 
tive  action  has  been  had  in  relation  to  this  survey.  It  vras  done 
under  a  resolution  of  the  late  board,  for  tbe  purpose  of  ascertainx 
ing  the  practicabilily  of  the  route,  and  perhaps  it  woiirid  not  be 
improper  to  ui;ge  upon  the  legislature  the  necessity  c(  making 
ijm.  branch  canal,  the  most  ch^p  and  direct  method  of  connectii^ 
Ihe  navigaUe  waters  of  the  St.  Ciav  with  those  (d  Lake  Michii- 
gifV  by  connecting  with  tbe  navigable  waters  of  the  6mnd  riven 
and  th^t  river  itsdf,  and  the  Lookingglass,  might  be  improved  by 
sbdk-water  navigation  for  some  distance  above  its  present  na¥i* 
gable  point 

Tbe  appropriations  for  the  last  tvro  years  upon  this  Work  have 
been  oidy  9245,000 ;  the  appropriatioos  on  the  central  railroad 
ha^  been  9750,000 ;  while  tne  real  advantages  to  the  state  to  be 
derived  from  these  works  are  altogether  in  favor  of  the  canal. 
Yeleven  this  small  sum  has  been  directed  to  be  expended  on  the 
moBt  expensive  and  least  useful  part  of  the  canal.  The  canal 
CMBUenoes  twenty  miles  from  the  eity  of  Detroit,  at  a  poiot  on 
the  CliQtQii  river  wbsre  the  soaaUer  siise  d*  lake  vesaeb  only  can 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


896  HOUSE  DOCUMENT* 

navigate^  aod  then  by  a  crooked  river  navigation  with  a  bar  at 
its  mouth.  When  the  canal  shall  have  been  completed  to  Pon- 
tiac,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-seven  miles,  it  is  only  about 
twenty-four  or  twenty-five  miles  from  Detroit  the  present  business 
mart  of  the  state.  At  this  point,  a  railroad  owned  by  an  incorpo- 
rated company,  runs  directly  to  ihe  city^  and  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted. It  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed  that  a  person  having  pro- 
duce at  Pontiac,  or  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  that  place, 
would  send  it  by  the  canal  to  Mt.  Clemens,  to  be  stored,  and  thence 
re«shipped  to  Detroit,  to  go  through  another  process  of  storage 
and  transhipment  for  Buffido  or  any  other  port  on  lake  Erie,  with 
the  consequent  expense  and  delay  of  storage,  and  through  a  canal 
averaging  more  than  nine  feet  of  lockage  to  the  mile,  when  the 
same  could  be  sent,  in  a  few  hours  by  the  railroad,  to  a  ware- 
house in  Detroit.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river  from  Mt.  Clemens  to  its  mouth,  mnst  be  im* 
proved,  and  the  obstructions  removed  by  the  time  the  canal  is 
complete,  so  that  the  large  take  vessels  can  meet  the  river  and 
canal  boats  at  that  point,  or  that  the  work  must  remam  unpro- 
ductive. 

The  remedy  is  with  the  legislature  ;  the  board  have  no  power, 
except  to  order  a  survey  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information,  which  they  have  done.  The  engineer  ha^been  di* 
rected  to  make  this  survey,  as  soon  as  the  party  engaged  in  Liv- 
ingston county  shall  return. 

The  expenditure  of  this  appropriation  west  of  Pontiac,  on  a 
cheap  part  of  the  work,  without  lockages,  would  have  been  highly 
serviceable  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  interior  of  the  stale,  and  nrM)re 
productive  in  point  of  revenue ;  for  although  the  eastern  part  of 
the  sta:e  is  more  densely  populateil,  yet  they  have  more  direct 
routes  to  Detroit  than  by  the  valley  of  the  Clinton  river. 

The  Detroit  and  Shelby  railroad  now  in  progress,  will  do  moat 
of  the  business  of  the  western  part  of  Macomb  county,  and  al- 
most every  other  part  of  the  line  west  of  Utica»  have  an  easy 
communication  with  the  other  railroad  or  with  the  turnpike  to 
Detroit.  I  have  felt  it  nr>y  duty  to  state  this  much  to  the  board* 
that  they  may,  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  suggest  to  the  legisla* 
ture  the  necessity  of  expending  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  next 
appropriation  on  the  summit  level  of  the  canal,  where  a  small 
sum  will  make  some  distance  of  canal.  The  work  already  con- 
structed on  the  eastern  sections  of  the  canal  will  be  a  sufficient 
guaranty  to  the  citizens  in  its  i^icinity,  that  the  state  will  continue 
Uie  worK  to  its  completion,  as  originally  contemplated. 

I  have  drawn  for  the  use  of  the  canal  the  present  year,  the  sum 
of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  which  has  been  punctually  expended 
in  payments  to  contractors,  engineers  and  persons  claiming  dama- 
ges.   Fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  has  been  audited. 
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the  re^ue  will  be,  as  soon  as  the  last  estimates  due  on^  the  first 
of  the  month  are  paid.  This  does  not  include  the  amount  advan- 
ced to  contractors  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  stone*  as  above 
stated,  whkh  amounts  to  eleven  thousand  dollars  more,  making  lii 
the  whole,  about  thirty-one  thousand  dollars,  as  will  appear  in 
detail  from  the  books  of  the  office  kept  by  the  secretary  of  the 
board. 

Justice  to  this  important  work  requires  from  the  legislature  ai 
large  an  appropriation  as  has  ever  been  given  to  any  other  in1« 
provement  in  tne  state.  It  is  destined  not  only  to  be  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  the  state»  but  at  some  future  day,  to  be  the  source 
of  its  permanent  revenue,  and  although  we  are  not  vain  enough 
to  compare  it  with  the  Erie  canal,  yet,  who  can  say,  that  when 
Michigan  shall  be  settled  with  an  enterprising  population  along 
the  line  of  this  canal,  extending  more  than  two  hundred  milesf 
through  as  fertile  a  country  as  even  western  New  York,  wheit 
Wisa^nsin  shall  have  reached  the  present  population  and  wealth 
of  Ohio,  that  this  canal  shall  not  be  at  least  secondary  in  point  of 
character  and  revenue.    AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

JAS.  B.  HUNT, 
Ading  Commissumer  Clinion  and  Kalamazoo  canal* 

January,  1839. 

Estimated  expense  of  that  part  of  the  Clinton  and  ELalamatoa 
canal  now  under  contract,  at  the  contract  prices,  and  indudingt 
also,  some  work  not  yet  contracted,  between  the  villages  of  Mt 
Clemens,  in  Macomb  county,  and  Rochester,  in  the  countv  of 
Oakland.  The  estimate  does  not  embrace  the  expense  of  iocl^-' 
houses,  damages  for  right  of  way,  or  other  contingencies. 

The  distance  on  which  this  estimate  is  made  is  16  miles  seven 
chains,  amounting  to  9292,762  28,  averaging  •18,198  08  per 
mile. 

The  located  line  is  70  chains  shorter  than  the  surveyed  Kne  of 
1837,  acKi  the  saving  of  expense  is  estimated  at  the  siam  ef  $BQr 
953   72. 

The  amount  of  work  done  on  the  several  sections  a^estiaiated^ 
op  to  the  first  of  January  inst,  is  $16^88  42. 

The  estimated  expense  of  bringing  the  waters  of  Paint  creek 
into  the  eanal  as  a  feeder,  is  $1,138  36,  not  included  in  the  eslH 
mate  on  the  16  miles  7  chains. 

The  maps  and  profiles  of  the  work  under  contract  are  m  pre 
gress,  and  will  soon  be  completed. 

JAS    B.  HUNT, 
Acting  Com.  Clmt&n  and  KakamoMO  cand* 
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(No.  3.) 
James  B.  Hunt's  ReporL 
To  the  Honorable  the  Commissioners  cf  the  Board  of  Internal 
Impwvement.  "^ 

Ithe  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  former  board  of  coromU* 
one  of  the  acting  commissioners  of  said  board,  re»- 
>orts : 

ddition  to  his  report  as  acting  commissioner  on  th€? 
Kalamazoo  canal,  he  has  thought  proper  agairi  to 
board  the  manner  in  which  the  loans  were  made  by* 
the  appointment  of  the  present  commissioners ;  and 
on  to  nis  accounts  for  moneys  paid  for  the  state  and 
[he  board,  but  not  audited  and  paid  by  the  Auc(itor 
i  respectfully  asks  that  the  same  may  be  laid  before 
•e. 

resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  30th  of  January, 
ate  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  receive  in  payment 
s  until  the  sixteenth  day  of  May  (then)  next,  the  notes 
of  .all  such  banks  as  are  mentioned  in  the  13th  section  of  an  act 
entitled  *'An  act  suspending  for  a  limited  time  certain  provisions 
of  law  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  the  22d  of  June,  18S7, 
and  the  notes  of  all  specie  payiiis^  banks/' 

And  it  was  further  resolved,  that  the  said  Treasurer  should  ba 
arid  he  was  thereby  authorized  to  loan  any  such  moneys  as  bs 
might  from  time  to  time  have  on  hand  to  the  board  of  internsl 
improvement,  for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  hundred  days,  or 
until  the  same  should  be  required  to  defray  the  current  expeoseg 
of  the  government. 

It  wa^  evidently  the  intention  of  the  legislature  by  the  resold* 
tion,  that  this  money  should  be  disposed  of  while  it  could,  and  thai 
It  should  not  be  left  to  perish  in  the  treasury.  Accordingly  the 
Treasurer  notified  the  board  that  he  had  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
fund  for  internal  improvements,  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thirty  four  dollars  and  eighty  four  cents.  At  this 
time  the  commissiohers  could  not  use  this  kind  of  money,  because 
the  State  bank  had  commenced  paying  the  notes  of  chartered 
banks  on  the  checks  of  the  acting  commissioners,  occasioDed  by 
previous  difficulty  in  paying  out  unchartered  money. 

It  then  became  a  matter  of  discussion  among  the  members  of 
the  board  in  what  manner  this  money  could  be  used  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  state.  It  was  proposed  by  one  of  the  memliers  of  the 
board,  that  the  acting  commissioners  should  loan  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  state  to  some  responsible  banks  or  individuals,  lest  it  should 
become  entirely  lost  by  the  failure  of  the  banks.  It  was  under- 
stood that  the  money  was  placed  in  the  bank  as  a  special  deposite, 
and  that  the  bank  could  not  be  made  chargeable  with  eitner  its 
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4^t$;ijor9Ucm  pr  total  loss.  Gm»  Hua>pbrey  apd  my^Kp  fk^  ^ 
4>nJy  acting  comnussioners,  refused  at  that  time  jLo  t(U(e  upgn  ifB 
the  respousiblljty  of  making  these  loan?.  The  subject  w^  dis- 
cussed frequently  at  the  board  after  this,  and  until  about  the  first 
of  j^arch.  The  board,  as  such,  could  not  hy  law  make  ony.Ioao, 
ejccept  to  a  specie  paying  bank.  T\i4  banks  of  JLapeer,  tb^  Fs^r- 
mers  bank  of  Genesee  county,  the  Faroj^s'  b^mk  of  Sandstone 
and  the  Jackson  county  bank,  had  either  become  insolvent  or  so 
doubtful  that  they  could  not  be  used  in  orf]ipa>ry  business  iraffac- 
IJQnSy  and  doubts  began  to  rest  upon  almost  all  thi^  class  of  bai^ 
priginating  under  the  general  bati^ing  law.  Th^  Ieg|s^t^re  ni^ 
suspended  the  law  under  which  thpy  had  been  cheated.  .  /^he 
.9tate  had  lost  severaj  thousand  dollars  by  the  ui^olv^ncy  of  ,^(^fx^ 
^  them,  and  it  was  apprehended  tba,t  more  of  tliem  would.qea^ 
to  redeem  even  in  notes  no  better  than  their  ow;i.  ^nder  ihesp 
pircv^sjcapce^  the  undersigned  was  indqcQd  to  consent  to  take  a 
part  of  this  ^loney ;  and  on  the  firat  day  of  March,  the  followipg 
xesuiutions  were  adopted,  all  the  members  of  the  board  being  fti^e- 
sent, except  Judge  Williams. 

*'Resolvedt  That  the  auditor  of  this  board  be  dire;;^^  to  dra^ 
bis  warrant  on  the  Slate  Tre^urer  in  favor  of  James  B.  Hunfi 
for  five  thousand  dollars. 

*^Uesdved,  That  the  sum  of  twp  thousand  twp  ,hundi;ed  .^d 
twenty  four  dollars  and  eighty  four  cents,  be  paid  to  i,.  S.  Hum- 
phrey, by  warrant  of  the  Auditor  on  the  State  Treasurer ;  the 
/above  su^  being  for  money  received  bv  the  State  'jrr^a3ucer  and 
placed  jn  the  bank  as  a  special  deppsite.'' 

On  the  same  day  the  al>ove  five  thousand  dollars  wajs  loaned  )»y 
,me  to  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  at  Pontiac,  on  my  check 
on  tiie  State  bank  in  favor  of  Schuyler  Hodges  and  Georffe  W. 
WiiiiamS)  they  being  the  president  and  cashier  of  said  bank ;  the 
check  was  delivered  to  the  cashiqr,  who  applied  to  me  for  the  loan 
for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  notes  of  their  bank,  and  he  gave 
me  sl  receipt  in  the  following  words : 

^  Received  of  James  B.  Hunt,  acting  Commissioner,  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  on  demand  at  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  bank  at  Poniiac,  in  such  funds  as  shall  be  bankable  in 
the  city  of  DetroiL    March  1,  1838. 

G.  W.  WiLMAMs,  Cashier.'' 

The  undersigned  stated  to  the  cashier,  at  that  time»  that  when 
thev  should  be  at  Pontiac  together,  proper  papers  should  be  drawn 
and  sLffPed  by  the  president  of  the  bank  also,  to  which  he  assent- 
ed. .  The  cashier  was  iilso  informedi  that  the  money  would  Dot 
probably  be  demanded  until  it  should  be  required,  during  the  on- 
stung  year,  to  be  p^id  on  the  public  works.  On  the  6th  of  March, 
the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Oakland  applied  to  me  for  a  loap.of 
u^gne  of  this  money.     We  went  to  the  State  bank  and  ipqui^^d 
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what  hnis  were  there  bdoDging  to  the  state  on  special  deposite ; 
we  were  shown  several  packages,  out  of  one  of  which  the  cashier 
detected  five  hundred  dollars,  and  gave  a  receipt  in  the  followmg 
words :  / 

**  Rec'd  of  Jas.  B.  Hunt,  acting  Comnnissioner,  five  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  paid  in  banKable  money  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on 
demand.    March  6,  1838. 

G.  O.  WinTTBMORE,  Casfuer.^ 

He  declined  taking  any  more  of  the  money,  although  he  had 
applied  for  four  or  five  thousand  dollars.  The  cashier  of  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  at  Pontiac  was  in  the  State  bank 
at  the  time,  and  he  agreed  to  take  the  residue  of  the  money  in  the 
bundle  out  of  which  the  five  hundred  had  been  :?elected,  being 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars,  and  gave  a  receipt,  signed  as 
cashier,  for  the  same. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mecha- 
nics' bank  at  Pontiac,  applied  for  another  loan  for  the  bank  and 
stated  that  the  sum  first  advanced  had  been  used  in  redeeming 
the  bills  of  their  bank,  and  that  all  ho  could  redeem  with  this  kind 
of  money  would  reduce  their  circulation  previous  to  the  resump- 
tion of  specie  payments  in  the  month  of  May,  and  by  such  re- 
demptions, this  loan  would  not  increase  the  debt  of  the  bank,  but 
only  change  the  liabiHty.  I  went  with  him  to  the  bank,  and  re- 
ceived from  the  bundle  of  special  deposites  placed  there  by  the 
State  Treasurer,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  for  which  my 
check  was  given,  as  in  other  instances,  and  a  receipt  substantially 
the  same  as  the  others  given  by  the  cashier.  On  th6  21st  day  of 
MarcJi,  he  applied  for  tn6  loan  of  another  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  taken  from  a  si(nilar  bundle,  and  my  check  given  to  the  bank 
and  his  receipt  taken  aid  before. 

Previous  to  these  last  loans,  I  had  inquired  of  tlie  State  Trea- 
surer, if  there  wps  more  of  this  money  than  be  had  reported  to 
the  board,  and  he  stated  that  there  was  about  thirteen  thousand 
dollars,  and  when  I  made  the  above  loans,  and  until  some  time  in 
the  last  summer,  I  had  supposed  that  this  amount  also  had  been 
transferred  to  the  internal  improvement  fund. 

About  the  5th  of  April,  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Oakland 
made  another  application  for  a  loan  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and 
I  gave  him  a  check  for  that  amount,  on  which  he  received  only 
'  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  making  the  whole  amount  re- 
ceived by  this  bank  three  thousand  dollars.  In  this  latter  case  I 
drew  a  bond  in  the  name  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  bank, 
but  it  was  only  signed  by  the  cashier.  The  whole  amount  loaned 
to  the  other  bank  is  eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
dollars.  One  of  the  members  of  the  board  agreed  to  loan  to 
Frederick  H.  Steevens,  of  Detroit,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
of  this  money,  payable  in  one  year,  with  interest:    When  the  sob- 
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jaet  wts  mentioned  to  me,  I  gtTc  my  check  for  the  amount,  Md 
took  Mr.  SteeTeos*  note  for  the  same,  payable  in  one  year,  with 
interest,  at  the  Michigan  state  bank.  And  I  also  loaned  to  Geo. 
W.  WilKams,  of  Pontiac,  a  thousand  dollars  of  the  same  kind  of 
money,  payable  in  one  year,  with  interest,  at  the  Michigan  state 
bank-ip-inaking  the  whole  amiount  loaned  by  me  to  said  banks  and 
individuals,  seventeen  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  dol- 
lars. 

These  loans  were  made  in  good  faith  on  my  part,  and  with  the 
intention  of  rendering  a  benefit  to  the  state.  There  were  no  per- 
sonal interests  or  considerations  connected  with  the  transaction 
on  my  part,  nor  did  I  suppose  that  either  the  banks  or  the  indivi- 
duals' would  consider  themselves  under  any  obligations  to  me 
persomrfly ;  any  other  bank  or  persons  that  I  considered  risspon- 
•ible  would  have  obtained  the  same  accommodation,  (such  as  it 
was,)  if  they  had  made  application.  I  was  in  the  discharge  of  a 
doty  which  I  owed  the  state,  as  one  of  its  officers,  in  a  case  where 
no  provinon  had  been  made  by  law  to  meet  ihe  special  drcum- 
stanoes  in  which  this  money  was  placed.  Those  with  whom  1 
was  associated  made  no  objection  to  this  course,  and  I  presumed 
that  no  difficulty  would  arise  to  mnke  it  the  subject  matter  of  dis- 
cussion, before  it  would  be  repaid  and  expen^d  on  the  public 
works,  and  in  that  manner  made  beneficial  to  the  state.  If  it  had 
not  been  loaned  by  me,  it  could  not  have  been  used  the  past  sea- 
son on  the  public  works  under  the  law  of  the  last  session ;  and  it 
IS  hoped  that  the  state  will  not  sufler  any  loss  on  account  of  this 
transaction. 

When  this  loan  was  first  applied  for,  the  subject  was  stated  to 

•  the  board,  and  they  considered  it  the  best  disposition  that  could  be 
made  of  it,  if  sufficient  confidence  was  entertained  by  me  as  to 

-  the  ability  of  the  bank.  Indeed,  so  anxious  was  the  board  to 
dispose  of  this  special  deposite  money,  that  they  consented  to,  and 
did  loan  to  the  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  char- 
tered money,  on  condition  that  they  would  take  with  it  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  of  this  money ;  and  the  state  has  still  on 
band  of  the  same  kind  of  money,  some  thousand  dollars,  which 
has  become  almost  worthless. 

I  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  banks  and  in- 
dividuals to  whom  the  money  was  loaned.     The  nresident  and 

•  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  at  rontiac,  were 
my  bail  as  acting  Commissioner;  they  had  justified  as  such  bail 
before  the  Auditor  General  each  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars;  (he  bank  had  given  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  ('Ue  hun« 
dred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  executed  by  some  of  the 
most  responsible  men  in  the  county,  and  it  had  been  executed  ac- 
4sordin^  to  law.  Nothif^  has  since  transpired  to  my  knowlec^, 
rfianging  the  situation  of  the  banks  or  inoividuals,  except  that  an 
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iajunotioa  ba^  b^eo  iMoed  agamft  the  Fonnem'  aod  H^^moit 
bank  at  Pootiac,  and  a  receiver  appeioted  to  Uke  clmrge  of  its 
eflkcts.  The  receiTer  has  pobjUheda  etatemeot  fh9wif)g  that 
the  bank  is  in  a  solvent  condition.  Whether  this  Ipao  wns  inclu- 
ded in  the  statement  when  made»  I  am  unable  to  atate.  But  it  ia 
auppoaed  that  the  bank  and  the  security  it  l>a«  givea,  togeiber 
with  the  ability  of  my  bail*  will  prove  a  sufficient  indemnity  IP 
the  state. 

In  relation  to  the  accounts  presented  to  the  Auditor  Geneml,  I 
can  only  say,  that  when  the  resolutions  of  the  board  were  shown 
to  him,  requiring  him  to  draw  his  warrant  in  my  favor  for  the 
sum  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  tburty-five  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  he  deolioed  drawing  the  warrant,  becauae,  90 
be  alleged,  there  was  no  express  law  authorizing  either  the  board 
or  an  acting  commissioner  lio  pay  the  expenses  of  running  the 
central  railroad  doling  the  last  winter  and  spring :  aod  h^  also 
thought  more  wood  had  been  purcliaaed  for  tlie  use  of  aaid  «oad 
than  was  necessary.  From  the  view  taken  by  the  Auditor  Ge- 
'neraJ  «n  this  subject,  the  ooiBmisaicners,  aitor  completing  the 
jnead  and  purchasing  the  cars  and  engines,  ought  to  have  let  the 
road  remain  idle,  until  the  legislature  should  have  passed  agMe 
special  law  on  the  subject.  Yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  he 
has  taken  the  same  ground  himself,  and  without  any  legislative 
authority,  he  has  been  drawing  on  the  internal  improvement  fuudt 
without  an  order  of  the  board,  to  pay  the  expense^  of  runniQg 
the  central  railroad.  Of  the  accounts  presented  under  said  reso- 
lutions, the  Auditor  Gk^neral  allowed  the  sum  of  six  huadi?Qd  and 
forty-six  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents,  leaving  the  sum  of  seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty-three  centPt 
which  is  due  to  me  from  the  state,  and  noakes  pant  of  my  over- 
draft at  the  bank.  There  is  also  due  to  me  for  expenditures  on 
the  Saginaw  canal,  the  sum  of  $729  50,  which  the  Auditor  G^ 
nenal  has  also  refused  to  allow,  although  the  acting  Commis^owr 
.  And  engineer  on  that  work  have  stated  to  him  thiU  the  vouchers 
are  correct,  and  that  the  money  has  beea  paid.  There  is  also 
due  to  me  on  the  central  railroad  the  sum  of  $239  92,  for.ndvan- 
ces  paid  by  me  while  acting  Conunissioner  on  that  road.  The 
whoJe  amounting  to  98,757  65. 

Until  a  warrant  is  obtained  for  this  amount,  I  cannot  reduce 
my  overdraft  at  the  bank,  caused  by  these  payments  for  the  atate, 
and  the  loans  of  uncurrent  money  above  stated. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  R  HUNT. 

Detroit,  January  9,  1839. 
'    Since  drawing  the  above  report,  the  cashier  of  the  Farmecs' 
and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac,  has  roade.a  statement  of  thetoir- 
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ctimMlMM  in  rektiofi  t6  the  Idttn  to  that  bank,  which  is  herewith 
submitted. 

J  AS.  B.  HUNT. 

To  James  B.  Hunt,  Esq.,  one  of  the  acting  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Internal  Improvement: 

At  your  request,  I  make  the  following  statement  of  the  facts 
connected  with  the  loan  made  by  you  as  one  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  board  of  internal  improvement,  to  me,  as  cashier  of  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics*  bank  at  Pontiac.  It  became  desirable 
oh  the  part  of  the  bank,  during  the  last  winter,  to  reduce  the  cir* 
culation  before  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  which  was 
to  take  place  in  the  ensuing  month  ol  May ;  and  1  consulted  with 
a  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  as  to  the  propriety  of  ob- 
taining a  loan  from  the  state,  through  the  board  of  commissioners 
of  internal  improvement.  They  thought  it  advisable.  I  had  also 
learned  that  the  board  desired  to  have  the  money  loaned  out, 
which  they  had  received  from  the  Slate  Treasurer,  and  lapjJied 
to  you  for  the  same  as  the  cashier  of  that  bank,  as  you  have  sta- 
ted in  your  report  to  the  board,  which  I  have  seen,  and  the  loan 
Was  made  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  therein  stated.  I  ob« 
tained  the  money  as  cashier  of  that  bank,  and  used  a  great  pro- 
portion of  it  in  taking  up  the  circulation  of  the  bank.  1  deposited 
the  money  that  I  had  received  of  you  in  the  bank  within  a  few 
days  after  the  sdme  had  been  received  by  me.  A  question  then 
arose  as  to  whose  account  it  should  be  placed  in  the  books  of  the 
bank,  and  not  knowing  to  what  account  to  credit  the  amount,  the 
teller  of  the  bank  placed  it  to  my  credit,  and  it  remained  in  that 
manner  Until  the  receiver  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bank.  I  will  further  state,  that  notwithstanding  all 
the  exertions  made  by  me  to  eicchange  and  loan  the  same,  the 
bank  or  myself  will  lose  from  $1,500  to  81,800  in  the  transaction, 
on  account  of  the  uncurrency  of  the  money.  These  sums  were 
obtained  by  me  in  good  faith  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  bank.  I 
supposed,  and  so  slated  to  you  at  the  lime,  that  every  dollar  which 
I  could  use  in  exchange  for  our  bills  would  save  the  payment  of 
So  much  specie  or  eastern  money,  or  drafts,  in  the  Mav  following ; 
and  as  it  was  stated  at  the  time  that  the  money  would  not  be  re- 
quired  until  needed  in  payment  on  the  public  works  during  the 
summer,  I  supposed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  meeting 
the  drafts  of  tne  commissioners  as  they  should  want  to  use  the 
money. 

It  has  been  i  matter  of  regret  to  me  that  it  has  proved  other- 
wise, and  still  more  so  that  the  injunction  placed  on  the  bank  has 
taken  from  it  the  abilitv  to  act  in  any  way  in  this  matter  umil  its 
concerns  arc  finally  cfosed.  But  I  have  no  apprehension  that 
the  state  will  lose  any  part  of  the  amount  loaned  to  the  bank  as 
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above  stated,  although  the  bank  cannot  at  preseiit  render  any  a»* 
sistance. 

Yours  respectfully, 

G.  W.  WILLIAMS. 
Detroit,  Jan,  11,  1839. 


(No.  4.) 

Report  of  JL  S.  Humphrey,  Acting  Commissionet^  Southern  Bail* 
road  and  Havre  branch  Railroad. 

lb  E.  H,  Lothrop,  Esq.  President  of  the  Board  of  bdemtd  Im^ 

provemenL 

Pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  board  of  internal  improvement* 
I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report ;  embra* 
cing  a  general  statement  of  the  whole  operations,  condition  and 
disbursements  in  each  department  on  the  several  works  commit- 
ted to  my  charfTQ,  from  May  15th,  1837,  to  the  present  time.  A 
portion  of  tlie  first  division  of  the  southern  railroad,  from  Monroe 
to  Adrian,  was  located  and  put  under  contract  previous  to  Janu- 
aiy  1st,  1938.  The  principal  and  only  disbursements  made  by 
me  during  the  year  1837,  were  on  account  of  engineering,  which 
on  the  several  surveys  of  the  southern  railroad  amount  to  the  sum 
of  812,336  ;  and  the  surveys  of  the  St.  Joseph  river,  to  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  85,812.  In  April  last,  contracts  were  entered  into 
for  the  residue  of  tlie  work  on  the  first  division  of  the  southern 
road,  iron  excepted,  including  the  grading,  drains,  laying  super- 
structure, culverts,  bridges,  &c.,  under  the  stipulation  that  the 
whole  should  be  completed  by  the  first  day  of  January,  1839. 

.  The  work  is  now  far  advanced*  (the  timber  bein^  mostly  laid,) 
and  is  still  steadily  progressing ;  but  the  unusual  sickness  during 
the  past  season,  and  a  limited  number  of  laborers  who  could  be 
induced  to  go  on  the  work,  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  contrac- 
tors to  perlorm  their  contracts  within  the  time  required.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  the  work  will  be  finished  the  early  part 
of  next  season.  In  that  event,  the  state  will  sustain  little  or  no 
damage  in  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  circumstances  which, 
notwithstanding  the  utmost  efiforts  of  the  contractors,  have  retard- 
ed its  progress.  The  superstructure  on  the  first  thirty-one  miles 
of  the  road,  comprising  the  portion  from  Monroe  to  I^roy,  is 
mostly  laid.  It  is  constructed  on  vertical  blocks,  from  ei^teea  to 
twenty-eight  inches  m  diameter,  well  driven  to  a  firm,  solid  bear- 
infi:,  and  upon  the  top  of  these  blocks  is  fitted  a  transverse  timber 
with  a  notch  or  gain  cut  to  receive  a  longitudinal  timber  not  less 
than  eight  indies  square ;  upon  these  longitudinal  tinibers  is  lakl  a 
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libWi  tkrto  by  ibur  inches,  vrhiGh»  tether  With  the  irdu  platiS) 
M  ta  be  spiked  to  the  aili.  The  bbchs  are  set  six  ^t  apart^  lon^ 
git0dinally  or  ieogtbwiso  of  the  roadi  far  the  whole  distaooe,  ex^ 
cept  on  three  or  four  sections^  where^  after  the  cootraots  were  dn* 
Cered  iotoaod  the  v/ork  comroeoced^  indicatioDSof  quiekjand  weUe 
fettod  I  on  these  seccioos  it  was  deemed  expedient  (although  at  an 
inoreaied  expense  of  from  three  to  four  hundred  dollars  per  mile) 
to  place  the  blocks  only  four  fibet  apart  This  portion  ot  the  first 
division  is  exceedingly  favorable  for  the  pkn  of  oimstraotiott 
adopted*  there  being  g^erally  a  hard  elay  bottom  from  mnt  to 
thirty Hiix  fawbes  below  the  surface,  and  I  am  eonfideot  that  the 
road,  wbea  completed,  will  not  be  surpassed  in  solidity  and  ddra^ 
bility  by  any  ''timbered  road^  hitherto  constructed  in  this  6outi^ 
try*  • 

The  dost  of  completing  the  above  portion  of  the  road  as  eon* 
tracted,  (that  is  for  grubUog  and  clearing,  grading,  putti^  in  cul^ 
i^ertMi  drains,  lajring  superstructure,  and  finishing  ail  tUn^  materials^ 
^xeept  the  iron  and  heavy  bridges  across  Plumb  (ireek  and  the 
Hiver  Raisin«)  would  amount,  at  the  originol  contract  prices,  to 
$4,600  per  mile.  The  actual  cost,  howevei',  will  somewhat 
exceed  that  sum^  The  level  suriace  of  tho  country  t&qmte&  9Qtm 
additional  ditching  in  order  properly  to  drain  the  road,  the  ex'- 
peoae  of  whioh  was  not  inchded  to  the  original  contracts.  In  flH 
cases  the  contracts  for  grubbing  and  clearing  were  taken  at  a 
very  low  rate,  and  the  contractors  in  sevefral  instanccfl^  were  un- 
it^ to  fidfi]  their  contraiMs^  and  consequently  I  was  impelled  19 
re-let  the  work  at  an  advanced  price.  It  will  also  be  reooHected 
that  a  joint  resokxtioa  was  passed  by  both  houses  erf  the  legis- 
lature at  the  last  session,  suspendicig  for  thirty  daysy  all  oper^ttons 
on  the  roadw  The  resoiisvioR.  above  mentioned  was  piissed  at  a 
time  when  the  engineers  were  actively  enUfa^  in  the  suf  v^eyi, 
and  before  the  line  was  satisfoctorily  lodated  in  all  its  partsj  By 
(he  operations  of  the  resolution  the  en^ecnrs  wefe  prevented  from 
naaking  some  necessary  slight  alterations  ki  tho  line^  and  tha  eoiii^ 
tractors  proceeded  to  perform  their  contracts  previoudy  entered 
ioto>  on  an  imperfectly  located  line.  After  the  exphntioH  of  tb^ 
time  liirated  in  the  resolution,  the  necessary  oorrecttoits  wef^ 
fluade  at  a  small  additional  expense  for  grijbbing  and  deariii{gL 
The  precise  amount  of  the  rocreased  expense  cannot  be  given,  as 
(he  work  is  not  yet  enthrely  finished^  but  it  camnot  be  vetf  great 

The  reflMiining  portion  of  the  first  dvvbioR,  from  Leray  to  Adri> 
ftfiy  is  bmlt  upOQt  the  common  piaa  of  road,  with  a  mudsillv  tie  and 
flawed  m\  as  more  applicable  than  a  block  road!  virhertf  hfgh  tm^ 
bankments  and  deep  cuttings  frequently  occur. 

The  grading  from  Ler^  to  Adrian  is  found  to  be  more  etpen- 
aive  iksta  eny  wiahes  led  roe  to  anticipate  before  the  commeooa^ 
I  of  tfae  work,  them  beii^  a  nueb  greater  portkm  of  lU§ 
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deep  exoavadon  composed  of  a  stiff  cement  of  clay  and  graTel,  or 
hardpan,  on  which  the  contracts  require  the  engineer  to  allow  an 
additional  price  per  yard  above  common  earth  excavation.  The 
whole  amount  of  work  advertised  according  to  law  and  put  un- 
der contract  on  the  first  division;  amounts  to  about  $320,000. 

Other  expenses  have  occurred,  aa  engineering,  right  of  way, 
fehcmgf  depot  buildings,  machinery,  <bc.  &c.  On  the  whole  work 
there  has  been  expended  about  $200,000,  a  detailed  statement  of 
which  accompanies  this  report. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  internal  im- 

f)rovement,  passed  May  15th,  1838, 1  have  commenced  and  most^ 
y  finished  a  commodious  depot  building  for  passengers  in  the  city 
of  Monroe.  The  ground  on  which  the  building  stands  was  ob- 
tained free  of  expense  to  the  state,  but  it  is  hardly  thought  suffi- 
cient in  its  present  shape  to  accommodate  the  anticipated  business 
of  the  road.  I  would  therefore  recommend  the  purchase  of  that 
remaining  portion  of  the  lot  where  the  depot  stands,  which  lies 
on  Front  and  Harrison  streets.  A  lot  also  has  been  purohasedy 
contiguous  to  the  above,  for  an  engine-hoose,  repairing  shop,  lunv 
ber  yard,  &c.  The  brick  and  other  materials  have  been  pur* 
chased  and  the  foundation  laid  of  a  building  sufficiently  large  to 
contain  six  engines,  attached  to  which  is  a  work  shop  for  wood 
repairs,  two  forges,  benches,  lathes,  &c.  necessary  for  the  repairs 
of  the  machinery  and  road. 

A  location  for  a  depot  has  been  made  at  Adrian  on  the  public 
square,  as  designated  on  the  recorded  plat  of  the  eastern  aoditioa 
to  the  village  of  Adrian. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this  place  to  state  some  of  the  rea- 
sons that  influenced  me  in  making  the  above  location. 

In  the  first  place,  it  seemed  to  be  entertained  by  many  persons; 
that  the  true  policy  of  the  state  was  against  connecting  the  south- 
ern railroad  with  that  of  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  at  Adrian,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  afford  any  possible  facility  for  the  tranship- 
ment of  freight  and  passenger  at  that  place.  The  present  Kne  of 
the  southern  railroad  crosses  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  road  one 
half  mile  or  more  east  of  Adrian,  and  the  contemplated  depot  on 
the  southern  road  is  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  said  cross- 
ing and  about  the  same  distance  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from 
the  depot  of  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad. 

In  the  second  place,  the  present  located  line  was  found  by  ac- 
tual survey  to  be  several  thousand  dollars  cheaper  than  any  oth- 
er route,  except  it  might  be  by  running  half  a  mile  along  side  of 
the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo  road  in  the  form  of  a  double  track  road* 
to  their  depot. 

The  inclinations  of  grade  on  the  present  route  are  much  lighter 
than  those  on  the  Erie  and  Kalamazoo,  they  being  obliged  to  start 
their  trains  from  the  depot,  on  an  inclination  of  f^y  tur  forty-fiw 
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feet  per  mile ;  betides  the  addittotml  iAconvenieoce  of  n^eeMtfiiy 
moviog  many  cars  by  hand  in  loading  and  unloading  on  so  great 
an  inclination  ;  whereas  the  contemplated  depot  on  the  soatbern 
road  is  located  on  a  straight  line  and  level  grade,  important  oon 
siderations  not  to  be  obtained  on  any  other  ponte  than  the  ode 
adopted. 

In  accorchnce  with  a  resolution  of  the  board  autfaorisii^mc,  if 
X  should  consider  it  required  by  the  puhlio  interest)  to  c<Mtruct 
a- doable  track  or  a  single  one  on  each  side  of  the  river  inl  the 
city  of  Monroe,  I  have  advertised  as  the  law  directs,  and  rebei^ 
ed  proposals  for  the  necessary  bridges  across  the  River  Raisin, 
and  for  the  building  of  about  two  miles  of  road.  The  cost,  eX'> 
duiive  of  right  of  way,  and  including  the  bridges^  is  estimated  at 
about  .t25,000.  No  accurate  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  right 
of  way  under  the  present  law  of  appointing  appraisers,  but  it  it 
anticipated  that  it  wiil  be  very  considerable. 

The  second  division  of  the  southern  railroad,  comprising  the 
portion  from  Adrian  to  Hillsdale  villc^  has  been  located  (hiring 
the  past  summer.  Much  time  has  been  expended  in  critical  ex- 
amination of  the  route.  The  location  found  most  favorable,  and 
which  has  been  adopted,  is  that  recommended  by  the  engineer  in 
bis  report  accompanying  the  last  annual  report  of  the  board,  and 
it  gives  me  much  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state,  that  his  -most 
sangtfine  expectations  have  been  more  than  realieed.  The  grub- 
bit^  and  clearing  for  the  second  division  was  put  under  contract 
kk  September  last,  and  is  nearly  finished.  The  contracts  for  the 
residue  of  the  work,  namely,  grading,  bridges,  superstructure, 
&c.t  were  entered  into  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  law,  on  the 
10th  day  of  October  last.  The  whole  work  is  now  under  con- 
tract, amountmg  to  the  sum  of  $277,256,  of  which  sum  there  haa 
been  disbursed  for  work  performed  by  the  contractors,  about 
#12,000.  The  work  at  the  present  time  is  rapidly  progressing 
OD  the  entire  route. 

The  third  division  comprises  the  route  between  Hillsdale  and 
the  village  of  Branch.  On  this  division  there  hns  for  some  time 
past  been  engaged  a  full  corps  of  engineers,  making  definite  sur- 
veys for  a  final  location.  Near  the  eastern  extremity  of  this  di- 
vision is  encoooterod  a  high,  broken  ridge  of  land,  extending  five 
or  six  miles  to  the  north  and  south,  on  which  is  found  the  summit 
of  the  present  line  across  the  peninsula. 

It  was  anticipated  and  reported  by  the  engineer,  in  our  last  an- 
nual report,  that  a  more  eligible  route  might  be  found  by  some 
slight  variation  from  the  surveys  then  made.  I  regret  to  state, 
that  further  investigation  and  numerous  surveys  made,  with  per- 
severing energy,  by  the  engineer,  have  failed  to  accomplish  any 
material  improvement  in  the  original  surveved  route.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  great  expense  of  crossing  Sand  creek,  on  the  present 
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IlM  mm}  fivQ  or  m  vulet  of  forty  ftet  griule  required  ia. 
imuid  (fesQendiiig  tho  auipmit  lerel,  a  survey  hat  boeQ  madb 
fJTpm  ililladale»  in  redirection  of  Jonesviliet  interaeeUog  the  oii« 
gioal  northern  survey  of  the  southern  route  about  half  a  miie  west 
tf  that  plaoe,  thence  following  nearly  on  the  line  of  said  nortli^ra 
survey,  to  Coldwater. 

A  statenient  and  estinmtes  of  the  several  routes  surveyed,  with 
the  requisite  ma^  and  nro^les^are  in  pfeparation,  and  wiU,alth» 
esqrlie^t  opportuoily,  be  laid  before  the  board  of  intoroal  improte*^ 
meal. 

A  re-f  urvey  of  the  original  northern  route  from  CenterviUe  to 
Cas^opolia,  and  thenoe  west  to  the  St.  Joseph  river,  has  beeis 
aoade  by  Mr,  Hard,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  presideat 
^  the  board  of  oommissioDers,  and  will  be  reported  by  him.  The 
expenses  of  the  survey  have  been  tran^rtod  to  my  aoooont^ 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  •8;104  88,  with  a  smuU  balance  y^ 
dne  the  fingine^, 

DinfBEE  BRAircns  Raii«roa]>. 

A  resc^tioD  of  the  legislature  was  passed  and  appfovni  ea 
^  6th  day  of  April,  1838,  to  curve  ihe  southern  railroieKl  so  as  to 
Mkss  ue^r  the  village  of  Ikindee,  keepipg  eo  the  south  side  of  tha 
lliver  Raisin  to  Petersbuigl^  unless  it  should  be  fouod,  by  eiamin 
nation,  in  the  opinion  of  the  acting  coiDmissionfar  aud  piiocipal 
epgineer,  that  it  would  belter  promote  the  interest  of  the  state  ta 
hu^ld  a  branch  to  Dundee^  in  the  roona  of  makii^  the  eurve  isi 
the  sQptberu  railroad^  and  pit)vided  that  the  citizent  of  Ouodeo 
gave  certain  water  power  and  lands  therein  named  to  the  state. 
The  qitizens  of  Dundee  having  oomplied  witfa  the  reqmsitioos  osi 
tMi*  ps^ft,  it  was  iound,  by  actual  survey,  that  by  adopting  the 
fi^rre,  the  disitance  ou  the  southern  vaihx>ad  would  be  increased 
more  than  two  miles,  be^id^s  curvature  and  other  additional  f«* 
penses,  amounting  in  all,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  engi^ 
neer^  to  at  least  forty  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  a  branch,  road 
c^outd  1^  constructed  t0the  village  of  Dundee,  a  distance  of  about 
three  and  a  half  mil^  oa  a  chc^ap  and  pearmaBeni  plaB,  iof 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars^  The  proposi^ioA  for  Si  branch  was 
consequently  adopted,  and  coutraets  lyere  subse^^^ueolly  enleied 
l^to  for  the  entire  oomptetioA  of  ihe  work  for  leai  thaa  the  aslU 
mate.  There  has  been  pai^  for  grubbing  and  cleaviDgt  a^id  fu»* 
i^^hing  \mh(^r  ou  this  work,  the=  smm  of  92,046  66. 

Havre  B:^nch  Railkoad. 

Tljie  Havre  branch  raihroa4l»s  been  swfveyed,  located*.  wIt^T* 
tised,  aiid  proposals  received  forcontiracts,  huCthey  have  not  heim 
given  out  or  the  work  yet  commenced. 

The  resolution  of  tb^  board  authorizing  the,  pirofecutioAof  tlw 
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rk,  mtde  it  oeeeMiiy  for  penoos  k^emtal  toolndiitbi  right 
of  way,  free  of  expense  to  the  st^te,  which  hasooly  been  done  to 
a  very  small  extent  There  were  also  circumstances  which  seem 
to  have  induced  the  general  belief  that  the  road,  if  made  on  the 
contemplated  route,  would  afford  little  benefit  to  those  interested 
ia  the  pboe  of  its  termination,  and  wouM  prove  an  unprofitable 
bveatment  to  the  state.  It  has  alto  been  repeatedly  urged  that 
alterationt  might,  with  great  advantage  to  the  public  interest,  be 
made  in  the  kcation  of  the  road,  by  <man«ng  the  direction  of  the 
route  from  Havre,  and  nmning  thrace  to  Mom^oe. 

The  diftance  to  i/Loatoe  Is  about  two  miles  less  than  the  line 
of  the  present  location.  By  this  change,  the  road  above  men^ 
tioned  would  be  made  to  form  a  part  of  a  contemplated  route 
from  Manhattan  via  Monroe^  Brest,  Smooth  Rock  ami  Dearborn- 
v^,  to  Detroit,  fonnii^  a  continuation  of  a  road  around  the 
Boutbem  border  of  Lake  Erie,  by  oonneeting  with  works  of  simi* 
lar  dflocription  now  in  progress  in  the  states  of  Ohio^  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York.  I  consider  the  subject  an  important  one  to  the 
public  interest,  and  have  therefore  been  induced  to  delay  the  pro> 
secution  of  the  woik  and  await  further  legislation  or  instructions 
OBthesufasect 

The  foUowiog  reaolutioQ  of  the  board  was  passed  April  6tb, 

^*  Resohed^  That  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  southern  rait^* 
road  be  and  hereby  is  aotliorized  and  requested  to  purchase  for 
and  in  bebaM  of  the  state,  a  sufllident  quantity  of  railroad  iron  to 
construct  one  hundred  miles  of  railroad,  and  that  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to  make  all  necessary  contracts  kr  the  purchase  of 
nsMl  transportatk)!!  of  the  same,  and  to  appoint  such  agents  as  he 
mtty  deem  proper  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  board  of  internal  im* 

|>r<mment  of  the  slate  of  Michigan  to  carry  into  efiect  this  resi>> 
ulion.'* 

The  business  of  the  aoothern  road  requiring  my  constant  and 
ondiyided  attention,  1  gave  a  power  of  attorney  to  Governor  Ma- 
son, (who  was  about  to  ^o  to  the  city  of  New  York,)  a«d  through 
his  aidi,  in  connectioo  with  L.  Palmer,  a  contract  was  duly  en* 
taved  into  for  obtaining  the  iron  from  Europe  agreeaMy  to  the 
terma  of  the  resoiotion,  with  Messrs.  Hicbs  &  Co.  of  the  city  of 
Htm  York.  By  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  the  iron  was  to  be 
deUverad  in  the  last  mentsoned  city,  one  half  in  Sept.  1838,  and 
the  other  half  in  May,  IQS^  No  part  of  the  iron,  however,  wa« 
de^eead  in  September,  but  I  am  informed  that  it  has  since  ar* 
lived  and  a  part  of  it  was  on  the  way  to  Michigan  when  the  na« 
T^gntion  of  the  take  was  etosed  by  ice.  It  will,  in  aH  probabHity, 
be  delivered'  at  Monroe  sad  Detroit  on  the  opening  of  navigation. 
Contrads  were  alsa  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Joy  &;  Co.  on  ft- 
'  I  terns,  for  taMuisporting  the  iron  from  mt  city  of  New 
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Y<n4c,  to  the  poiiitB  ¥/bere  the  earoe  it  requimd  for  use  in  thit 
state.  The  contractB  referred  to  will  be  duly  submitted  to  the 
board. 

While  oo  the  subject  of  agencies,  I  would  remark  that  oTteoin 
the  course  of  the  past  seasoo«  I  have  been  'Compeiied  to  employ 
temporary  agents  or  clerks  to. transact  business  at  various  points 
in  the  extended  line  of  road  committed  to  my  charge,  and  in  the 
business  arising  from  so  extended  an  operation.  The  meetiiu|;sof 
the  board  and  the  claims  upon  my  personal  services  away  from 
the  work,  have  ocoupied  much  time,  and  every  precaution  has 
been  requisite  to  secure  the  public  interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
work  during  necessary  absence.  I  have  also  been  obliged  to  eon 
ploy  a  book-keeper  noost  of  the  time  in  the  offioe  at  Mooioe. 
These  services  have  been  paid  for  by  me  out  of  my  own  private 
funds.  In  two  or  three  cases  I.  have  presented  to  the  Auditor 
Gieneral  vouchers  for  these  claims,  duly  signed  and  sworn  to  by 
the  individuals  employed,  but  they  were  universally  rejected  by 
him.  I  wish*  therefore,  respectfully  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
board  of  internal  improvement,  in  the  hope  that  some  equitable 
mode  may  be  adopted  for  liquidating  such  claims  hereafter  wheo 
the  service  is  indispensable.  The  law  in  relation  to  the  disburs* 
ing  of  money,  under  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  Aoditor 
General,  bid  fair  at  one  time  greatly  to  embarrass,  if  not  to  suis^ 
pend  the  operations  of  the  southern  railroad.  Agreeably  to  that 
construction,  the  contractors  or  other  persons  engaged  upon  the 
work  were  obliged  to  present  vouchers  duly  sign^  personally  to 
the  Auditor  General,  and  there  make  oath  to  the  correctness  of 
the  same,  before  they  could  receive  their  pay.  That  constmotioa, 
however,  was  not  long  persisted  in  :  instead  of  ity  the  practioe  has 
be<9n  for  the  engineer  or  other  persons  paying  for  services,  to  make 
oath  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit  to  the  correctness  of  the  aoooont 
presented  and  paid. 

This  course  gives  less  trouble,  to  the  contractors,  but  consumes, 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  information  at  the  offioe,  in  settling 
accounts  and  taking  vouchers,  the  principal  part  of  the  time  of 
several  persons  in  the  engineer  departnrient,  besides  the  employ* 
roent  occasionally  of  extra  services.  For  amounts  paid  by  me 
for  such  necessary  extra  services,  no  allowance  has  been  made  by 
the  Auditor.  The  law  relating  to  receiving  and  disbursing  nao- 
dey,  as  passed  by  the  legislature,  does  not  aUow  the  acting  Com- 
missioner to  draw  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  at  a  time,  over 
and  above  the  amount  of  vouchers  audited.  Tiie  ninthly  esti^ 
mates  on  the  southern  railroad  have  been  in  some  cases  as  hi|{h 
as  forty  thousand  dollars  per  month.  Keeping  within  the  strict 
rule  of  this  provision,  the  acting  Commissioner  would  be  compel- 
led to  make  six  or  eight  journeys  every  month  to  Detroit,  with 
five  .thousand  dollars  worth  of  vouchers  at  a  time,  to  be  approved 
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or  rejscted  by  the  Auditor  Genenri.  It  is  rebdity  perceived^  that 
oDless  the  acting  Commissioner  had  the  means  of  making  large 
advances  to  the  state,  oo  his  private  account,  or  obtaining  a  credit 
from  some  scarce,  he  woold  not  be  able  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of 
the  state,  by  paying  the  monthly  estimates  the  day  that  £ey  were 
due,  but  his  time  would  be  constlintly  occupied  in  traveliii^  to 
and  from  Detroit,  to  the  neglect  of  every  otner  kind  of  business 
on  the  road. 

RlOHT  OF   WiWY, 

The  present  mode  of  appointing  appraisers,  in  my  judgment, 
is  very  defective,  there  being  a  separate  board  of  appraisers  ap- 

Einted  for  each  claimant,  a  majority  of  whom  are,  in  general  so- 
ned  among  the  neighbors  and  friends  of  the  claimant ;  there  is 
no  eqaality  or  uniformity  in  the  aopraisals,  and  in  many  instances 
the  amounts  given  for  damages  have  been,  in  my  opinion,  very 
exorbitant. 

While  the  present  system  continues,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
state  must  be  compelled  to  pay  sums  altogether  disproportionate 
to  the  actual  damage  suffered  by  the  claimants.  Every  endeavor 
has  been  made  by  me  to  obtain  the  right  of  way  without  cost  to 
the  state,  and  in  many  instances  with  success ;  but  there  are  in- 
dividuals who,  although  they  proffered  the  privilege  of  passing 
through  their  lands,  before  the  location,  now  present  claims  for  da- 
mages ;  and  others  whose  releases  were  first  obtained,  on  account 
of  some  slight  variation  from  the  first  line,  now  demand  remune- 
ration. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  legislature  will,  by  some  saluta- 
ry provision  on  the  subject  and  without  violating  the  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, abolish  this  great  difficulty,  which  now  stands  in  the  way 
of  our  public  improvements. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season,  I  received  from  the  state  trea- 
sury out  of  the  internal  improvement  fund,  (placed  there  by  a  joint 
resohition  of  the  legislature,)  bills  on  several  of  the  safety  fund 
banks,  authorized  under  the  general  banking  law  of  Michigan. 
The  bills  at  the  time  they  were  received  out  of  the  treasury  were 
uncurrent,  and  were  paid  out  with  the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  accom- 
panied with  a  promise  that  if  the  contractors  and  others  receiving 
them  could  not  use  the  money,  I  would  receive  it  again  in  ex« 
change  for  better  funds  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  was  the  only 
funds  I  could  obtain  from  the  treasury  at  the  time,  and  the  work, 
already  retarded,  must  have  been  entirely  suspended  unless  the 
money  could  have  been  used.  I  received  of  the  Treasurer  and 
paid  out  several  thousand  dollars  of  the  above  moneys^  of  this 
amount  there  has  been  returned  to  me  and  is  now  in  my  pos- 
session, three  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents, 
wtuch  I  have  charged  in  my  account  to  the  state  of  Michigan. 
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Tbe  Bame  it  dow  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  of  internal  improve' 
ment 

Annexed  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  saana  diflbuned  by  me 
on  each  kind  of  work  on  the  several  improvements  committed  to 
my  charge^  and  also  the  v^hole  amount  drawn  by  me  from  the 
treasury  previous  to  tbe  first  day  of  January,  1839. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  feel  bound  to  acknowledge  the  services 
of  the  engineer  department,  and  particularly  those  of  the  principal 
engineer,  to  whose  perseverance  and  ability  the  state  is  indebted 
for  urging  forward  with  a  commendable  energy,  one  of  our  most 
important  public  improvements,  and  to  whose  assistance  I  am  in- 
debted for  much  of  tbe  important  data  contained  in  tbe  above  r^ 
port. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  S.  HUMPHREY. 
Acting  Commis$umer  Southern  Railrtmd, 

StaJte^f  Michigan  in  account  uith  L.  &  Humphrey. 
Dr. 
1837.  1839. 
May  to  July*  To  engineering  and  superintendence, 

&c.  southern  railroad,  tST^Od?  80^ 

engioeeriog  under  £.  H«  Lothrop  on 

UassopoTis  route, 
engineering  St.  Joseph  riverr 
engineering  Havre  oraAchy 
grubbing  and  clearings 
superstructure,  grading  and  ditching, 
brulging, 
fencing, 
right  6[  way, 
depot  buildings^ 
engineering  instrumentst 
machinery  and  car, 
contingencies, 
uncurrent  money  on  band, 


1837. 
May  18. 
Aug.  30. 
Dec,  ai. 
1838, 
M*r.     I. 


Cm. 


Bycash^ 


3,194  88^ 

5.81*^  33 

910  84 

30.065  49 

143,994  3» 

30^3  19 

1,335  » 

6,680  05} 

5,918  63 

919  80 

304  50 

1,51H  19 

314  65 

$348,685  33 

tlO,000  0« 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

3,234  84 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  fiMTward,  • 

Mar.     0.    By  oash.  10,000  00 

Wlpril    7.        '*  30,000  00 

Dec  31.    By  cash  at  sundry  iioies  by  order  or  the 

board  up  to  date,  )77415  34^ 

#S|40,340  IS^ 


(Na  5.) 

Bffpdft  cf  Six  iZoMnscM,  Anting  GtHHtniaiiifru^  Ri^er  impfffve^ 
ments  aiid  Satdt  Ste.  Marie  Cartah 

To  the  Honoratie  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Jntemai 
Improijemenl* 

•  OuiTLBMmf :  Herewith  I  lay  before  the  board  thef  report  of  the 
cbtef  engineer  having  oharay  of  the  public  works  under  my  8i»- 
pervisiout  and  m  doing,  so,  I  b^  leave  to  accompany  tbe  saine 
with  the  folbwing  remarhs  and  statements,  to  wit  r 

The  moderate  aanonat  of  expenditures  made  in  the  improfe* 
ineot  of  Grand  river  this  season  has  been,  iirom  certain  caoaes; 
deemed  roost  advisable  and  economical. 

First.  Owing  to  the  advanced  season  of  the  year,  suitable  for 
carrying  on  said  work,  before  the  board  of  internal  improvement 
were  orpfanized,  and  acting  Commissioners  appointed  to  take 
eharge  of  the  works  assigned  to  them  respectively :  and  the  fact 
that  the  improvement  of  Grand,  river  was  a  work  newly  to  be 
commenced,  made  it  necessary  that  a  considerable  ntachioerv^ 
consisting  of  scows,  pile  drivers,  dreddng  machines,  d^a,  showd 
be  constructed  before  the  work  could  be  put  in  progress  with  eil- 
trgy  and  economy.  The  above  circumstances,  combined  with 
the  sickness  so  prevalent  throughout  the  country,  all  have  had 
their  tendency  to  retard  the  opemtions  in  the  above  Work;  asai 
inasmuch  as  a  portion  of  the  work  in  the  improvement  of  Grand 
river  hdag  of  a  difierent  nature  from  the  ordinary  manner  of  im- 
proving rivers  or  streams,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  bed  of 
the  river  being  composed  of  quicksand,  where  dredging  or  deep** 
eniog  the  channel  was  necessary,  it  was  thought  by  the  chief  en- 
gineer, and  mysell,  that  the  expenditures  should  not  be  lavishly 
made,  until  we  had  the  experience  of  one  season,  in^  order  that 
the  plan  of  operations  midit  be  altered  the  ensAiii^  year,  without 
any  serious  loss  of  expenait(7res,  if  found  necessary. 

Nothing,  however,  has  yet  occurred  to  cause  a  belief  that  our 
plan  of  operations  wiH  not  succeed  to  our  nwst  sa^cfuine  expec- 
tations. The  amount  still  remaining  unexpended  from  the  mo- 
neys heretofore  appropriated  on  Grand  and  Maple  rivers  it  W 
89 
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thought,  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  expetiies  of  improTio^  Grand 
river,  so  M  to  make  it  navigable  for  steamboats  of  consideraUe 
site,  from  the  mouth  of  Grand  river  to  the  junction  of  the  Mapka 
river,  and  that  a  considerable  amomit  of  the  same  ma j  be  ex-> 
pended  on  the  Maple  river,  as  was  contemplated  by  the  survey 
and  esthfnate  heretofore  made  in  1837,  excepting  the  passing  of 
the  Grand  Rapids  on  Grand  river,  which  at  present  forms  a  com* 
plete  barrier  to  the  navigation  of  the  same  at  that  place. 

It  is  believed  that  a  further  appropriation  of  945,000  would  be 
amply  sufficient  to  construct  a  canal  around  said  rapids,  with 
locks  of  sufficient  size  to  admit  the  passing  of  steamboatt  and 
other  craft  now  navigating  said  river ;  and  in  lay  hgmbfo  opioioi^ 
the  public  good  aad  interoBt  of  the  state  most  strongly  demand 
such  an  appropriation  should  be  immediately  obtaii^,  and  the 
works  but  m  progress  as  soon  as  possible.  Many  sound  reaaooi 
might  be  adduced  in  favor  of  this  objects  that  are  deemed  onoe* 
cessary  on  this  oocasioa  to  insert  in  thia  j«port  By  refersnce  to 
the  map  of  the  country,  you  will  readily  perceive  tasielatioBflai 
wofrk  bears  to  other  works  of  internal  improvement  now  in  pt^ 
gross,  which  contbioed  with  the  local  aituation  of  the  ooiiail!ry,aII 
go  to  show  the  necessity  of  the  above  itaprovemeot  beiag  mide 
as  early  as  praeticable«  It  is  also  believed  that  a  further  amna- 
priation  on  Maple  river,  of  an  amount  agreeable  to  the  estnnala 
lof  the  engineer  who  made  the  survey  in  1887,  would  be  an^y 
iufficient  for  the  completion  of  said  improveiDaot  on  that  river  s 
and  r  would  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  lliaA  appropriatioa  beiiM^ 
wade  sef)arate  from  other  appropriationa»  or  in  conjnnctioii  witS 
the  Saginaw  canal,  it  being  an  appendage  of  that  work. 

A  rmrenoe  to  the  contracts  entered  ii>to  by  me  with  Maasra* 
Hantc  Sl  Baldwin*  also  Henry  Daine,  for  tlie  improvemeiit  ef 
Grand  river,  (a  copy  of  which  has  been  filed  in  the  office  of  m- 
ieraal  inproveroeot,)  will  show  that  the  time  has  expured  in  whiek 
aaid  contracts  sluuM  have  been  comfdeted.  The  prevailiw 
tnoknees  through  thia  section  uf  country,  has  bore  bara  on  said 
contraotora,  ami  prevented  their  making  that  progress  in  their 
work  they  undoubtedly  otherwise  would  have  dione.  AH  ef  them 
thav^  expressed  a  perfect  wiffinsnesB  to  complete  their  jobs  of 
work  as  soon  as  the  weather  wiU  permit,  and  the  water  be  in  a 
siiuntion  that  they  can  work  to  advantage.  Should  any  of  theaa, 
however,  abandon  their  contracts^  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the 
work  can  be'done»  and  new  contracts  nude  for  the  amount  of 
motley  which  will  be  liable  to  be  paid  to  the  present  oonferactora 
on  the  completion  of  their  respective  jobs.  Nothing  has  trana- 
pired  to  cause  a  belief  that  the  contractors  on  the  Sanit  8te. 
Maria  ship  canal  will  not  be  ready  in  the  comiagi;.  spring  to  enlsr 
on  their  works  with  energy,  agreeable  to  the  apirit  oTsaidi 
tract* 
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The  fiiikiwiiiff  tftaleihoiil  wiH  ihow  Ihc^  ifffeoiiiit  of  €%9Miktam 
OD  aU  of  the  pabUc  worlu  uader  my  oar^  Qp  to  Ibe  31st  ot  Cfe* 
ttmber,  1838^  to  wit : 

Expenditares  on  Grand  riviBr,  tld,996  58 

"^  KaiaoMiBoo  river,  3,023  07 

f  Sault  Ste.  Marie  ctmk  IH  4^ 


•17,814  13 


AUol*  which  IB  retpectfully  aobmitlfdft  by 
Tcoqr  ob't  tervpot, 

RIX  ROBINSOrj, 
Afitrng  C&mmiarioner  on  KidamoM^  Grand  csnd  Matpk 
rwm%and  SkmU  Sle.  Mark  cmd* 


(No.  eC) 


Report  of  John  Almy,  Chief  ETigmeer  on  the  Rwer  Improvement^ 
mid  8auU  Ste.  Marie  Canal. 

Tothehomr0iUiheOommi$akner9^fakBcard(finlmwd^ 
*  ^  proowteaU  of  the  State  ef  HBchigan. 

Gentlemen  ;— I  h^ve  the  hoiiop  to  transmit  through  the  Hon. 
Kix  Robinson,  acting  Commissioner,  a  report  of  the  progress  and 
condition  of  the  several  public  works  under  my  charge. 

By  a  resolution  of  your  honorable  board  in  Ma^  last,  the  fol- 
lowing public  works  and  improvements  were  assigned  to  me  for 
supermtendence,  to  wit : 

The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kalamazoo  river, 

The  Grand  and  Maple  rivers. 

And  the  construction  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie  ship  canal. 

In  pursuance  of  my  appointment  to  these  responsible  duties, 
steps  were  taken  to  prepare  and  put  under  contract,  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible,  such  portions  of  the  contemplated  works  on  the 
respective  rivers,  as  could  be  consistently  done  by  this  mode  of 
procuripg  work  to  be  executed.  Preparatory,  however,  to  letting 
jobs,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  examine  such  portions  of  the 
rivers  as  were  designed  for  letting,  to  the  end  that  the  acting 
Commissioner  might  be  furnished  with  a  more  full  and  complete 
inventory  of  the  number,  magnitude  and  extent  of  the  obstructions 
which  it  might  become  necessary  to  remove. 

Mr.H.  S.  Miles,  who  had  assisted  me  in  making  the  previous 
surveys  and  examinations  of  the  Kalamazoo  river,  and  whose 
intimate  acavudntance  with  its  condition  well  qualified  him  for  the 
discharge  of  such  a  dut^,  was  employed  by  me  to  re-examine  said 
river,  from  Allegan  to  its  mouth,  and  with  as  much  despatch  at 
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was  conrisfent  with  tte  imture  of  the  liei^ice  and  tefthbfal  per- 
formance, to  note  and  return  a  full  and  complete  inventory  of  the 
existing  obstructions  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  in  additioo 
thereto,  to  designate  and  mark  such  of  the  leaning  and  stooping 
trees  on  the  banks  as  were  in  danger  of  falling  in,  or  which  would 
imerfere  with  the  navigation  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  pipes 
pf  a  steamboat,  or  the  spars  of  other  craft. 

The  expenses,  as  estimated  by  me  on  a  former  occasion,  for 
making  improvements  in  the  Kainmazoo  river,  from  its  momh  to 
the  vilTafle  of  Allegan,  a  distance  of  thirty  eight  miles,  was  seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars.  This  amount  I 
then  deemed  abundantly  suiBcient  for  doing  ai)  tiiait  couid  be  done 
in  the  way  of  making  this  portion  of  the  river  navigable  for  the 
description  of  craft  usually  employed  in  the  business  of  transpor- 
tation in  canals  or  rivers.  Mr.  Miles'  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  river,  on  a  re-examination,  did  not  furnish  any  grounds  for  a 
change  of  opinion  as  regards  the  practicability  of  doing  what  was 
pontomplated  under  the  estirpate,  and  the  appropriation  of  the 
legislatur(3  for  this  object. 

On  the  seventh  of  July  past,  in  pursuance  of  notice  duly  given 
by  the  acting  Commissioner,  a  contract  was  entersd  into  with  G. 
S.  Porter  and  R.  Saunders,  for  the  improvemeni  of  the  Kalama- 
zoo riviar,  from  its  mouth  to  the  village  of  Allegan,  for  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  payable  by  instalments,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  works  shoq|d  progress.  The  labor  stipulated  to 
Pie  done  by  Messrs.  Porter  fy  Saunders,  consisted  of  the  removal 
0!  such  stooping  and  le^qing^  trees  from  the  banks,  as  had  beeo 
marked  and  designated  for  tnat  purpose,  together  with  all  depo- 
8it^s  and  jambs  of  flood  wood,  all  snags  and  sunken  logs  from  the 
bed  of  the  same,  according  to  an  inventory  or  schedule  of  the 
same,  exhibited  at  the  time  of  letting  said  contract. 

Although  the  past  season,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water 
jn  the  riyers,  has  been  favorable  for  this  description  of  work,  yet 
the  contractors  have  experienced  great  embarrassments  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  labors  from  th(B  prevailing  sickness  of  the 
J 

>f  November  past,  the  engineer  to  whose  special 
I  jilted  this  pprliori  of  river  improvements,  com- 

;  D  of  the  labor  which  had  been  done  on  said  river, 

]  jared  that  the  contractors  had  performed  two- 

1  rork  contemplated  or  intended  to  be  performed 

ppder  the  contract  aforesaid  ;  and  tjiereupon,  as  per  agreement, 
the  contractors  were  paid  by  the  acting  Commissioner  two  instal- 
ipents,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  82,300 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  boafd  what  progress 
J)as  been  made  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  object  for 
which  tHe  public  funds  have  been  appropriated,  and  by  compar- 
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10^  the  tmoofH  of  labor  dene  with  what  remuQS  to  be  dofie,  ao 
opnkm  niay  be  formed  as  to  whether  the  appropriations  made  by 
the  Iqpslature  will  cover  the  total  cost  of  making  the  contempUu 
ted  improvements,  according  to  my  former  plan  of  improvement. 
Twenty-two  miles  has  been  thoroughly  cleared  out  from  flood- 
wood,  snags  and  sunken  Iocs ;  six  miles  more  has  been  partially 
Improvec^  by  sawi^  and  chopping  in  small  pieces  the  floodwood 
and  jambe,  a  great  portion  of  which,  if  not  all,  will  move  off  with 
the  flnt  fireah,  leaving  a  distance  of  ten'  miles  out  of  the  tbirty- 
dght,  the  distance  from  the  mouth  to  Allegan,  on  which,  also, 
something  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  trimmmg  banks,  &c.  The 
balance  of  labor  still  to  be  performed,  in  order  to  fulfil  their  obli- 
gations. Is  estimated  to  be  equal  to  one  third  of  the  whole  contem- 
plated amount  of  labor,  and  when  done,  they  will  be  entitled  to 
the  tbrtber  sum  of  92,300,  being  the  last  instalment — from  which 
it  would  appear  that  even  though  they  should  abandon  the  further 
prosecc^'on  of  the  work,  and  the  acting  commissioner  should  be 
compelled  to  relet  the  balance  of  the  job,  that  the  appropriation 
made  by  the  legislature  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  contingent 
cies  on  this  portion  of  the  river. 

Grand  Rivbr. 

In  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  public  improvements  on  Grand 
river,  1  have  to  say,  that  measures  were  adopted  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible  to  prepare  some  portion  of  the  river  for  letting  by 
contract.  With  this  view  I  caused  re-examinations  and  surveys 
to  be  made  of  that  part  of  the  river  above  the  rapids,  extending  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Maple»  and  divided  the  same  into  sections  or  di« 
visions  of  from  seven  to  five  miles  each.  The  acting  Commis- 
sioner proceeded  in  pursuance  to  notice,  to  let  out  jobs  in  the  ear- 
ly part  of  August,  and  did  let  to  Messrs.  Hantz  and  Baldwin,  di- 
visions No»  4, 5  and  6,  to  improve,  embracing  a  distance  of  about 
20  miles,  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Maple  to  Hoag's  land- 
ing, so  called ;  at  the  same  time  a  contract  was  let  to  Henry  Daine 
for  divisions  No.  2  and  3,  extending  from  the  termination  of 
Messrs.  Hantz  &  Baldwin's  job,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thornapple 
river,  a  distance  of  about  15  miles.    . 

The  labor  agreed  to  be  performed  by  Messrs.  Hantz  and  Bald« 
win,  consisted  of  the  reduction  of  several  bars  of  sand  and  gravel, 
removing  the  snags  and  driftwood  from  the  bed  of  the  riven  and 
leaning  trees  from  the  banks,  &c.  One  of  the  most  formidable 
obstructions,  and  one  on  which  a  large  amount  of  labor  has  been 
done  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  is  a  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Prai- 
rie creek.  This  bar  has  heretofore  formed  a  serious  and  at  cer- 
tain stages  of  the  water,  an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  pavi^a- 
tioQ  of  me  river.  This  has  been  so  far  improved  by  ^xqavatmg 
a  cbwnel  seventy-five  feet  in  width  through  its  wbolp  length,  that 
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except  at  ah  unoommon  lour  state  of  ibe  water,  boalt  ef  the  ordi- 
nary draft  employed  on  this  riTer  ia  traotportation  can  paaa  over 
the 'same  without  difficulty.  The  contractors  have  operated  with 
more  or  less  success  on  the  other  portions  of  the  river  where 
similar  labor  was  required.  The  past  season  in  one  respect  has 
been  uncommonly  favorable  for  such  operations,  owing  to  the 
low  state  of  the  waters,  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  contiactora 
have  been  prevented  from  progressing  with  their  labors  aa  fast 
as  was  anticipated,  by  the  prevailing  sickness  in  the  country ;  yet 
notwithstanding,  such  progress  has  been  made,  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  of  their  ability  to  complete  their  respective  joLs  in  a  iiutb- 
ful  and  satis&ctory  manner ;  provided  »  reasonable  time  is  al* 
lowed  for  that  purpose. 

The  amount  of  work  done  by  the  afoiesakl  cootracton  tip  to 
the  first  ilay  of  December  inst,  will  not  vary  much  from  the  kl'^ 
lowing  statement,  to  wit;  3,293  yards  of  material  excavated  fram 
the  bed  of  the  river ;  42  snags  and  sunken  logs  taken  bom  tho 
same ;  46  leaning  trees  removed  from  its  banks,  besides  a  large 
amount  of  extra  work  in  building  wings,  &c.  which  is  in  all  pro* 
bability  full  two-thirds  of  all  the  labor  agreed  to  be  done  by  mm* 

The  next  obstruction,  being  one  uo{  much  inferior  to  the  Prairie 
creek  bar,  which  has  also  been  successfully  operated  upon  by  the 
contractor,  is  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Flat  river,  and  is  embraced 
in  the  divisions  let  to  Henry  Daine.  TWs  bar  is  composed  of 
coarse  gravel  and  sand,  mingled  with  some  large  stone,  and  ex- 
tends a  distance  of  about  700  feet  from  the  mouth  of  Flat  river  up 
Grand  river.  A  channel  has  been  formed  through  the  whole 
length  of  this  bar,  averaging  75  feet  wide,  and  a  sufficient  depth 
of  water,  eaual  to  what  was  deemed  necessary,  as  the  water  was 
when  I  made  the  examination  and  reported  thereon  to  your  hon- 
orable board  on  a  former  occasion.  Few  seasons  within  the  r^ 
collection  of  those  who  have  been  the  longest  familiar  with  this 
river,  has  the  water  been  so  low  as  during  the  summer  past ;  and 
it  is  probable  that  more  labor  will  have  to  be  expended  on  this 
bar,  as  well  as  other  similar  obstructions,  in  order  to  meet  sneh  a 
contingency. 

The  amount  of  labor  performed  by  Mr.  Daine  on  bis  divisioas 
up  to  the  first  of  December  instant,  when  an  estimate  was  made 
for  him,  is  as  follows,  to  wit :  1,818  cubic  vards  of  excavation  at 
Flat  river  bar,  besides  several  items  of  lal>or  in  removing  snags 
and  rock  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  leaning  trees  from  £e 
banks. 

The  progress  made  in  the  reduction  of  the  above  mentiooad 
bars,  together  with  what  has  been  done  by  the  several  eontrao- 
tors  in  removing  snags,  driftwood,  &c.  from  the  bed  of  the  river, 
has  already  made  a  great  difference  in  diis  stream  as  r^ardi  ili 
usefulness  as  a  medium  of  transportation  ;  and  if  at  any  timo 
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doubts  have  existed  in  the  mind  of  way  one  as  to  the  practicability 
of  making  this  river  navigable  to  the  extent  contemplated^  these 
doubts,  I  think,  must  yield  to  a  thorough  conviction,  not  only  of 
thepracticability,  butof  the  utility  and  value  of  the  present  im*' 
provements  from  a  view  of  what  has  been  done. 

A  large  amount  of  labor  has  also  been  done  below  and  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapids,  in  removing  bars,  driving  piles  and  raising  rock 
out  of  the  principal  steamboat  channel ;  these  improvements  have 
t)een  made  by  day's  labor,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to  procure 
the  work  to  be  done  in  the  ordinary  way  of  letting  by  contract 
By  this  system  of  operation  some  very  diiBcult  and  important  ob- 
structions have  been  abated,  with  as  much  economy  as  could 
have  been  done  by  any  other  mode  of  operation.  A  considera- 
ble portion  of  thaseason  iiad  ebpsed  before  the  necessary  conve- 
aiences  for  facilitating  the  labor  on  the  wprks  could  be  procured. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  construct  scows,  some  with  and  oth- 
ers without  cranes,  a  pile  driver  and  other  machines  for  the  use 
^  the  public  works,  a  sufficient  number  of  which  have  been 
constructed  and  are  now  on  hand ;  their  usefubess  has  been  test- 
ed in  sundry  difficult  operations. 

The  expensive  mode  of  removing  sand  bars  and  alluvial  depo- 
sites  in  ordinary  way,  suggested  the  idea  of  using  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  dredging  machine,  to  be  propelled  by  horse  powers 
plans  and  drafts  of  a  machine  for  this  purpose  were  submitted  by 
me  to  the  acting  Commissioner,  and  with  his  concurrence  and  ap- 
probation, an  engine  of  this  description  was  finished  in  season  to 
test  its  usefulness  for  its  object.  Its  operation  more  than  answered 
our  sanguine  expectations  on  the  first  trial,  and  unless  a  further 
and  more  thorough  trial  of  its  ability  should  detect  some  radical 
defect,  its  ability  to  perform  this  species  of  labor,  will  diminish  to 
a  very  great  degree  the  expenses  of  making  certain  improve- 
ments in  this  river,  as  well  as  others. 

Having  in  a  summary  way  given  an  outline  of  the  progress 
and  condition  of  the  public  works  on  Grand  river,  a  few  remarks 
may  be  deemed  essential  in  the  way  of  recapitulation.  By  the 
foregoing  it  will  appear  that  upwards  of  30  miles  of  Grand  river, 
extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Maple  down  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Thornapple,  has  been  put  under  contract ;  that  two  of  the  most 
^fficult  bars  have  been  excavated  to  nearly  the  proper  depth,  as 
well  as  others  of  minor  importance,  and  in  addition  thereto,  a  vast 
amount  of  sunken  logs,  snags  and  floodwood,  has  been  removed 
from  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  probable  amount  of  money  which 
will  be  expended,  (including  what  has  already  been  expeuded)  in 
order  to  complete  this  portion  of  the  river,  will  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 
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MAPfiB  Rivm. 

Nothing  has  been  done  on  the  Maple  river  this  season,  And  it 
nnust  be  evident  to  the  board  that  the  improvements  contemplaited 
on  this  river  did  not  demand  immediate  attention.     Its  useRjIness 
or  importance  as  a  channel  of  communicationt  depending  upon 
*  I  completion  of  other  improvements,  and  when  fur- 
has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  the  northern 
5  improvement  of  Bad  river  and  the  Grand  river,  so 
10  doubt  as  to  their  utility,  then  it  will  follow  as  a 
urse,  that  the  Maple  river  should  also  receive  that 
to  so  important  a  connecting  link  of  internal  im- 

Sauitt  Stb.  Mabib  Sb^  Cabal.' 

This  portion  of  the  public  works  was  prepared  for  lettinje  to 
the  month  of  August,  and  in  pursuance  to  notice,  the  acting  Com- 
missioner did  let  all  of  the  upper  level  of  said  canal  on  the  sev- 
enth of  September  last,  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  to  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Driggs,  of  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Owing  to  the  advanced  state 
of  the  season  suitable  for  such  operations,  the  contractors  defer- 
red entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  work  until  the  ensuing 
spring.  The  construction  of  this  portion  of  the  canal  will  absorb 
all  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  by  the  legislature,  and  pfo- 
bably  more. 

There  still  remains  of  this  work  to  be  put  under  contract,  the 
two  locks  ♦,  but  before  this  portion  of  the  work  is  let,  I  think  k 
will  be  necessary  that  some  action  of  the  board  should  be  had  as 
regards  the  magnitude  and  dimensions  of  the  same.  When  the 
estimate  was  made  by  me  on  a  former  occasion,  it  was  based  on 
such  dimensions  as  were  believed  to  be  sufficient  to  accommo- 
date the  largest  class  of  sail  vessels  on  the  lakes.  It  has  beeh 
suggested,  however,  by  some,  that  such  dimensions  should  be 
given  as  to  admit  the  passage  of  steamboats  also.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject that  should  receive  attention  from  the  board  or  the  legislature, 
as  an  increase  of  the  magnitude  of  the  locks  for  the  latter  pur- 
pose must  necessarily  increase  the  expense  of  their  constructioni. 
The  engineer  does  not  hesitate  to  assume  all  the  responsibility, 
when  he  is  not  required  to  depart  from  th6  plans  heretofore  pre- 
sented, but  when  it  becomes  a  question  whether  the  locks  shall 
be  increased  to  the  magnitude  necessary  to  embrace  the  largest 
steamboats  on  our  lakes,  and  thereby  swell  the  amount  necessary 
for  their  construction,  he  feels  authorized  to  leave  that  decision  ia 
those  who  have  all  such  works  under  their  supervision. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  ob*t  serv't, 
(Signed)  Jf.  ALMY,  Engineer^ 

Grand  Rapids,  Dec.  17, 1838. 
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Report  of  Wm.  A.  Burt^  Acting  drnimissianer. 

7b  the  Hon.  E.  H.  Loffavp,  President  of  the  Board  cf  Internal 
tmprovemenJL 

8m :  In  pursuance  of  the  several  resolution's  of  the  board  of 
uMeraal  improFement,  instructing  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the 
Bonhero  raibroeci  and  Satfkiaw  canal  to  make  expenditures  on 
the  Mid  works  respectivefyt  I  proceeded  at  as  early  a  period  as 
praelieftl>le,iQ  the  discharge  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  roe  bv  said  re-^ 
soiutioDSt  aod  of  my  d<n^  in  the  premises,  respectfuiJy  report 
as  follows: 

That  I  prepared^  advertised  and  let  to  contract  as  soon  as  con- 
sistent with  tne  giving  of  proper  public  notice^  the  cleariqg  and 
grttU>isg  of  all  that  part  ol  ttie  northern  railroad  lying  between 
the  village  of  Port  Huron,  on  the  River  St.  Clair,  and  the  villagef 
of  hfow^  on  Grand  river^  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and 
rtlirty.  miles,  and  the  grading  of  ten  miles  of  said  road  extending 
east  finom  the  village  of  Lyons,  and  four  miles  extending  west^ 
ibe  village  of  Fliit,  the  proposals  and  contracts  of  which  are  on 
file  in  this  office.  All  of  which  contracts  are  now  in  progress  of' 
oompfetkMk 

It  is  due  to  the  importance  of  this  part  of  the  public  works  to 
state,  that  a  large  portion  of  it  west  of  Belle  river  passes  tlirou^ 
aiar  more  rich  and  productive  district  of  countnr  than  has  gene> 
rally  been  anticipated,  and  it  is  believed  the  efforts  now  making 
to  settle  and  improve  this'  oomparatively  new  and  unsettled  part 
of  our  state,  will  be  crowned  with  speedy  success,  and  when 
dbne,  the  northern  railroad  will  rank  among  the  most  imrportaoC 
trnprovements  of  the  state.  And  it  should  not  be  forgotten  thai 
IIms  road  connects  the  head  of  the  navigable  waters  of  Grand 
rmr  with  Port  Huron,  the  distance  between  the  two  points  beinfl^ 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  making  this  the  shortest  raiH 
road  projected  by  the  state,  and  which  need  not  be  extended  at 
the  present 

Gratuitous  releases  for  the  right  of  way  have  been  obtained  to 
a  large  extent  on  the  ncnthern  railroad,  mostly  by  J.  R.  White; 
special  agent,  whose  statement  of  that  service  accompanies  this 
leport.  In  consequence  of  the  advanced  state  of  the  season  when 
the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  were  organized,  the  great 
length  of  road  surveyed  and  prepared  for  contract,  and  the  unim- 
proved  slate  of  the  country  through  which  it  passes,  much  ex- 
ertion has  been  required  on  the  part  of  the  acting  Commissioner 
and  engineer  to  bring  this  road  into  its  present  favorable  condition^ 
llie  anioMt  of  each  contract  and  the  work  done  upon  the  same 
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will  fully  appear  by  the  statement  of  Tracy  McCracken,  chief 
eocineer  in  charge  of  said  work,  herewith  submitted. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  an  error  was  inadvertently  com- 
mitted .in  the  contract  entered  into  with  Thomas  J,  Drake,  for 
grading  ten  miles  on  the  line  of  the  northern  railroad,  extending 
east  from  the  village  of  Lyons.  In  that  contract  it  was  stipula- 
ted that  said  Drake  should  receive  thirteen  per  cent  for  each  cubic 
yard  of  embankments  where  the  earth  was  not  taken  from  the 
road  way  excavations.  It  was,  however,  understood  between 
the  parties  to  this  contract,  that  he  should  receive  two'centft  per 
cubic  yard  in  addition  thereto,  for  moving  earth  into  embaok*- 
ments  for  each  one  hundred  feet  after  the  first  one  htmdred  feet, 
which  error  was  not  discovered  at  the  time  of  executing  said 
contract 

The  amounts  of  expenditures  on  the  northern  railromd  fixnn 
December  31st>  1887,  to  December  31st,  1838,  are  as  follows^ 
and  as  entered  on  the  books  in  this  office : 
Clearing  and  grubbing,  93,006  00 

Engineering,  8,856  18 

Contingent  expenses,  511  26 

•12,T72  44 

In  reference  to  the  Saginaw  canal,  I  would  state  that  I  have 
let  to  contract  so  much  of  that  work  as  the  appropriation  thereon 
would  warrant,  as  heretofore  reported  to  this  board.  Thit  work 
is  now  progressing  with  much  spirit,  and  will  probably  be  com- 
pleted on  or  before  the  expiration  of  the  contract 

The  contract  entered  into  with  Afpheus  Williams,  by  the  late 
acting  Commissioner  on  the  Saginaw  canal,  for  excavating,  clear- 
ing and  grubbing,  &c.,  on  said  canal,  has  not  been  complied  wittv 
and  the  said  Williams  has  refused  to  prosecute  the  said  work,  al- 
leging certain  errors  in  the  stipulations  r.f  sard  contract ;  conae* 
quentlythe  contract  entered  into  with  Keeney  &  Farraiid  to  con- 
struct a  lock  and  dam  on  the  aforesaid  work,  could  not  be  com- 
pleted, subjecting  said  Keeney  &  Farrand  to  much  inconvenience 
and  loss,  for  which  they  claim  damages  of  the  state.  This  subject 
IS  respectfully  submitted  to  the  board  for  their  action  thereon* 
■  By  a  resolution  of  the  board,  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the 
Saginaw  canal  was  authorized  to  change  a  portion  of  the  hn- 

;rovement  of  Bad  river  to  an  independent  canal  alone  its  banks. 
!*he' change  contemplated  has  been  made,  and  it  is  believed  with 
much  advantage  to  the  state.  By  constructing  one  k)ok  of  nine 
feet  nft  instead  of  three  locks  with  three  feet  lift  each,  with  danen 
as  contemplated  by  the  river  improvement,  a  valuable  water  p»w- 
er  has  been  gained  X6  the  state. 

' '  By  constructing  the  locks  wHh  three  feet  lift  eadw  with  the 
dams  as  first  proposed,  a  large  quantity  of  rich  alluvial  bottom 
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^i^ould  be  neiirly  deititiyfed  &t  rety  ftitK*  hijured  by  thd  Aoodmg 

of  the  WHter,  and  the  state  suWected  to  heavy  claims  of  damages 

for  the  injury  to  the  same.    Trie  change  has  avoided  these  claims. 
The  statement  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Saginaw  canal, 

herewith  submitted,  will  show  the  state  and  condition  of  that 

work. 
The  amounts  of  expenditures  on  the  said  canal,  from  Decemi* 

ber  31st,  1837,  to  December  Slsrt,  1838,  as  entered  on  the  booKs 

in  ihifl  office,  are  as  follows : 

Engineering,        '        •  •         '  #5,027  92  • 

Gh-ubbing  and  cleating,  ^  2,031  00 

Excavating  and  embankment,  6m  fSQ 

Locks,  231  02 

Contingent  expenses,  250  89 

'tf    '  — — _ 

•8,165  95 

In  the  fall  of  1837,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight  dolfan 
and  twelve  cents*  worth  of  provisions  were  purchased  by  James 
B.  Hunt,  late  acting  Commissioner  on  the  Saginaw  canal,  sent  to 
Saginaw  and  placed  in  the  charge  of  6.  D.  Williams,  one  of  the 
late  Commissioners,  for 'the  purpose  of  supplying  the  contractors 
with  provisions,  and  deducting  the  amount  from  their  estimates.  ' 

In  accordanee  with  the  arrangement,  James  Keeney,  contract- 
or, has  received  in  provisions  the  sum  of  8715  14,  and  the  amount 
has  been  deducted  from  the  payment  of  his  estimate.  Alpheos 
Williams,  contractor,  has  received  in  provisions  the  sum  of  $641 
78t  two  yoke  of  oxent  at  $135  00,  and  twenty-five  blankets,  to 
be  appraised,  exceeding  Ao  amotrnt  of  his  estimates  by  about 
t349.  Th^  said  oxfen  and  Wankets  were  the  property  ^  the 
state,  aad  furnished  the  said  Williams  by  the  late  acting  Commis- 
sioner. » 

The  engineer  corps  has  received  in  provisions  the  sum  of 
f  2W  26. 

The  above  statements  relative  to  the  |)roviMons,  &c.,  are  as 
reported  to  me  by  the  late  acting  Commissioner  and  engineer  on 
said  canal. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  A.  BURT,  Acting  Commissioner. 


Detroit,  Dec.  31s^  1888. 
To  the  Acting 'Commimoner  of  the  Northern  Bailroad — 

Sir : — I  would  respeetfijiHy  beg  leave  to  subnoit  to  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  board  of  internal  improvenient-^that  I  have, 
in  piHMaQce  of  aa  9et.appl?o?ed  Maich  20tb,  IdjSB,  authorising 
tba^TOveroor  to  ^pf^t  ^pedal  ageots  to  take  tho  aclm#wtodgw 
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ment  ddeecb,  oempos  and  gnmto  of  land««  to  the  poopl^  ef  thif 
•tate,  for  the  purposes  of  iiHeioal  improvemeot,  proceeded  to  the 
diflcbaiKe  of  the  duty  assigned  me  by  the  Governor. 

In  order  to  prosecute  the  work  to  advantage,  I  found  it  neces- 
sazy  to  obtain  from  the  several  land  offices,  transcripts  exhibiting 
the  original  surveys,  with  the  separate  parcels  of  land  sold  by  the 
United  States  to  individuals  residing  in  and  out  of  this  state,  that 
were  located  upon  the  line  of  the  northern  railroad* 

From  the  extent  of  the  line  of  read,  (one  hundred  aqd  Uurfy 
miles,)  it  has  necessarily  occupied  much  of  my  time  in  preparing 
plats,  and  in  obtaining  the  places  of  residence  of  the  numerous 
persons  owning  lands  located  upon  the  line.  In  passing  over  the 
route,  I  have  confined  my  labors,  thus  far,  to  those  points  where, 
in  mv  opinion,  there  would  be  the  greatest  difficulties  to  encoun- 
ter, from  damage  to  private  property,  from  local  considerations, 
and  where  the  difficulty  would  naturally  increase  by  delay. 

So  far  as  I  have  t)een  able  to  see  tHe  resident  owners  of  land 
upon  the  line,  I  have  been  successful  in  obtaining  from  them  gene- 
rally, their  relinquishment  of  lands  through  which  the  road  must 
pass.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions,  but  those  persons 
claiming  damages,  are  comparatively  few,  and  the  damage  they 
sustain  will  be  slight,  if  any. 

Having  been  attacked  by  the  disease  so  prevalent  through  this 
State,  the  past  summer,  I  was  unable  to  enter  upon  my  duty  up^ 
til  th^  last  of  October,  but  from  the  success  attending  my  labors 
for  the  last  two  months,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assure  the  board, 
that  the  right  of  way  can  be  obtained  in  due  time,  on  the  entire 
line  of  the  northern  railroad,  without  the  payment  of  damages  to 
persons  owning  lands  thereon,  otherwise  than  for  the  oonstruotioB 
offenoes  and. suitable  passageways,  at  such  points  upon  the 
road  as  shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  aocommodate  individual  in<> 
lerest. 

J.  H.  WHITE,  Special  Agen$,  ic. 

To^Wm.  A,B!iw.Esj|. 


(No.  80 
TVocy  McCrackeris  report — Saginav)  Canal, 
To  the  Hon.  W.  A.  Burt,  Acting  Commissioner — 

Sir : — In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I  should  report 
what  has  been  oone  upon  the  Saginaw  canaf  previous  to,  and 
since  I  have  acted  as  engineer  of  that  ii^oriiL,  the  folkywii^  state- 
ment is  submitted. 

'  The  preliminary  surveys  were  made  by  or  under  the  dtreetion 
oCMr;  C.  F.  Smith,  who  reported  upon  one  en^  line,  and  upon 
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two  Vmm  far  a  dbtanos  of  abont  six  milei.  In  cm  of  these  lioee 
it  was  in'opoeed  to  improve  and  ute  Bad  river  above  the  fork  of 
that  stream,  by  means  of  dams  and  locks,  and  excavating,  when 
Booessary,  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  other  line  was  for  a  canal 
BOt  dependent  upon  the  river  any  further  than  as  a  feeder. 

It  appears  that  the  improvement  of  the  river  was  adopted,  and 
contracts  let  for  that  purpose  on  the  east  two  sections,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1837.  One  contract  was  for  the  eonstruo^ 
lion  of  a  lock  and  dam*  and  was  let  to  Messrs.  Keeney  &  Far- 
rand,  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July,  1888* 
Another  is  with  Mr.  Alpheus  Williami^  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
lie  should  complete  two  sections  of  the  canal,  and  subjects  him  to 
such  changes  in  the  line  as  mi^t  from  time  to  time  be  made  by 
the  engineer.  This  contract  included  the  excavation  necessary 
for  the  look  ond  dam,  which  Messrs.  Keeney  Ac  Farrand  had 
contracted  to  complete  by  the  first  of  Julv ;  but  Mr.  Williams 
bad,  according  to  his  contract,  till  the  first  day  of  January  to  fin* 
kh  the  excavati(»i  required,  before  the  lock  and  dam  could  be  coat* 
pbted. 

Messrs.  Keeney  6c  Farrand  daim  damages  in  consequence  of 
the  lock  pit  and  excavation  necessary  for  the  foundation  of  the 
iam  not  beioff  done,  which  they  assign  as  a  reason  for  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  their  contract  Mr.  Williams  states  (and  it  is  admit- 
ted by  the  then  acting  Commissioner)  that  it  was  not  supposed  at 
the  time  these  contracts  were  let  that  he  was  to  clear,  grub,  ex- 
cavate and  complete  these  two  sections  as  is  stated  in  the  con- 
tract, but  that  it  was  understood  by  both  parties  that  he  was  only 
to  do  the  clearing,  grubbing,  and  excavate  the  lock  pit  and  about 
eighty  rods  of  the  canal.  Estimates  have  been  made  of  the 
amount  of  work  done  upon  these  contracts, which  estimates  amount 
to  •  ,  which  has  be^n  paid. 

Soon  afler  m^  appointment  upon  this  work,  and  before  I  had 
been  upon  the  line  of  canal,  a  contract  was  let  to  Mr.  Little  to 
complete  about  four  miles  of  the  river  portion  of  the  canal,  or  so 
much  as  was  not  then  under  contract,  and  one  section  of  the  in« 
dependent  canal.  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  contract, 
and  after  passing  over  that  pan  of  the  route  in  which  it  was  in* 
tended  to  improve  and  use  the  river,  I  was  induced  by  fkcts  which 
are  hereinafter  stated,  to  recommend  a  separate  canal  above  the 
ftnrk  of  Bad  river,  which  has  since  been  adopted.  In  this  change 
so  loss  wlU  occur  to  the  state  by  claims  for  damages  from  the 
eontractoTBt  nor  for  money  expended,  with  the  exception  of  the 
amount  paid  Mr.  WiUtams  on  contract  per  estimates,  which  does 
not  exceed  ftve  hundred  dollars. 

The  cost  of  improving  and  maintaining  the  navigation  of  the 
riv«r  for  ten  years,  it  it  tolieved,  would  much  exceed  the  sum  re- 
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qoWte  for  the  eonatructioD  and  fOMitailHa^  ftr  Che  time  iength  «f 
time  the  naTigation  of  an  iadependent  eamiL 

Above  the  fork  the  river  is  crooked  and  narrow,  bsing  fiiiad 
with  sandbars,  snags  and  floodwood  ;  it  was  designed  to  improve 
it  by  removing  these  obstruotioDS  and  constructing  three  dams 
and  as  many  locks  three  feet  lift.  By  the  erection  of  these  dams, 
a  large  portion  of  the  river  flats  would,  in  an  ordinary  stage  of 
water,  be  overflowed  ;  by  substituting  an  independent  canal,  two 
dams  and  two  locks  have  been  avoid^,  and  die  loduge  thrown 
into  one  lock  of  nine  feet  lift 

From  Saginaw  bay  to  the  fork  of  Bad  river,  a  distance  of  forty 
milei^  the  expense  will  not  exceed  fifty  dollars  per  mile  to  render 
the  river  navigable  for  steamboats  drawing  four  feet  water, 

Mr.  Little  has  cleared,  grubbed  and  excavated  a  part  cf  three 
sections  of  the  canal,  and  has  now  about  fifty  men  upon  the  line. 

No  surveys  have  been  made  within  the  last  year  west  of  the 
line  under  contract.  It  will  probably  be  found  necessary  to  ex- 
tend the  canal  about  four  miles  farther  down  the  Maple  river  than 
was  contemplated  in  the  original  survey  and  report.  It  Li  esli- 
matod  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUars  will  complete 
that  portion  of  the  canal  not  now  under  contract 

The  maps  and  profiles  of  the  canal  are,  with  the  exception  of 
binding,  now  completed  on  a  scale  of  six  inches  to  the.  mile. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

TRACY  Mccracken,  Engineer. 

Detroitf  Jarmary  15,  1889. 


(No.  9.) 
Tracy  McCrackeris  Report — Northern  Railroad. 
Tp  the  Hon.  William  A.  BurU  Acting  Commissumer.^ 

Sm— The  following  abstract  is  submitted  of  the  ooiadiUon  and 
progress  of  the  work  upon  the  northern  railroad 

The  line  from  Fort  Huron  to  Lyons,  a  distance  of  iuae  hundred 
and  twenty->nine  miles  and  tea  chains,  ha«»  in  compliance  with  ne- 
solutions  of  the  Comnussioners,  been  located  and  placed  iinder  con- 
tract for  grubbing. 

The  location  of  so  great  a  portion  of  the  route,  within  the  kmt 
sit  months,  has  necessarily  employed  a  laige  corps  of  engineers^ 
but  I  have  endeavored  to  economize  as  much  as  possible,  tlie  ex- 
penses of  tiiis  department  The  whole  number  of  assistants  at 
present  engaged,  including  chainmen,  rodsman  and  draftsmen,  ia 
but  sevens 

The  location  of  the  whole  route,  corresponds  very  nearly  with 
the  line  laid  down  upon  the  map  from  the  experimental  surveys. 
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The  coDirads  for  the  clearing  ^nd  grubbing^  from  Port  Huron 
I9  Lapeer,  were  commenced  in  the  month  of  July^  and  were  to 
have  been  completed  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  eight* 
#eo  bundnsd  and  thirty-nine.  About  one  half  of  the  clearing  and 
grubbing  yet  remains  unfinished,  and  with  the  present  force  upon 
trie  line,  cannot  be  completed  in  less  than  four  months* 

The  line  from  Lapeer  to  FKnt  was  located  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober. Several  routes  were  examined  previous  to  the  final  loca- 
tion,  and  a  much  cheaper  line  to  grade  has  been  obtained  tfaao 
the  one  estimated  upon  from  the  preliminary  surveys. 

The  clearing  and  grubbing  of  this  section  has  beep  commenced 
and  probably  will  be  completed  by  the  time  specified  in  the  con- 
tract 

For  the  better  accommodation  of  the  village  of  Flint,  the  line 
has  been  forced  from  a  direct  course  to  the.  north,  thereby  increas- 
ing the  distance  and  curvature.  It  was  represented  at  that  time 
that  those  interested  in  its  l<x:ation  there»  would  afford  every  facili- 
ty in  their  power,  in  obtaining  the  right  of  way,  and  releasing 
lands  belonging  to  them,  when  necessary  for  the  construction  01 
the  road,  depot,  &c.  Thes^  expectations  have  not  been  realised, 
but  on  the  contrary,  the  owners  of  lan^  where  the  line  was  loca- 
ted, claim  large  damages.  In  consideration  of  these  facts,  anoth- 
er line  has  been  run  further  south,  which  line  is  about  ten  chains 
shorter,  and  it  would  cost  to  construct  the  road  upon  it  about  one 
thousand  dollars  less  than  upon  the  north  line*  I  should,  however, 
recommend  the  latter  line,  provided  the  right  of  way  and  ground 
sufficient  for  a  depot  can  be  obtained  on  reasonable  terms.  If 
this  cannot  be  effected,  it  will  probably  be  advisable  to  change 
the  present  location  and  take  the  south  route,  if  upon  that  line  no 
more  difficulty  should  occur  in  obtaining  releases  than  is  at  pre- 
sent anticipated. 

The  length  of  the  eastern  division,  which  extends  Yrom  Port 
Huron  to  Flint,  is  snity-foor  miles  and  seventy4hrec  chains. 

Th0  length  of  the  middle  division,  which  extends  from  Flint  to 
Lyons,  is  sixty-four  miles  and  seventeen  chains. 

The  clearing  and  grubbing  of  this  division  was  commenced  in 
the  month  of  August.  Contracts  have  been  let  for  the  grading  of 
the  east  four  and  west  ten  miles,  which  grading  was  commenced 
in  the  month  of  December. 

All  the  deep  cuts  and  embankments  upon  the  middle  division 
have  been  let  in  the  above  named  contracts.  The  grade  line 
crosses  at  an  elevation  of  about  forty  feet,  the  bed  of  the  Thread 
and  Stoney  creeks*  It  is  proposed  to  build  abutments  about  twen- 
ty-five feet  high  and  upon  these  to  place  bridges  with  the  track 
upon  their  tops,  and  embank  the  valleys  of  these  streams. 

Should  it  be  determined  to  construct  the  abutments  at  the 
Thread  of  stone,  about  two  hundred  and  seventy  cords  will  be  re- 
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quired  for  that  purpose^  a  part  cf  which  may  be  obtaioefd  in  the 
ricinity,  and  the  balance  quarried  from  the  bankd  of  the  FMal  and 
boated  a  distance  of  eight  nnles  up  the  rver. 

It  18  estimated  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doHars  wHl 
complete  the  grading  of  that  part  of  the  middle  division  not  now 
under  contract. 

A  block  and  pile  road  is  proposed  for  the  first  thirty  miles  of 
the  easiel'n  division ;  the  expense  of  grading  this  division  it  is  be- 
lieved will  not  exceed  the  original  estimates. 

Maps  and  profiles  will  be  completed  by  the  20th  of  this  onoiA 
of  the  located  line  from  Port  Huron  to  Lyons. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

TRACY  Mccracken,  Engineer. 

January  II,  1889. 

Expense  of  clearing  and  grubbing  the  eastern  division  as  per 

contract,  915,370  00 

For  clearing  and  grubbing  the  middle  division,         14,634  31 

Total  for  clearing  and  grubbing,  $30,204  31 

For  grading  tour  miles  from  Flint~west,  20,000  00 

For  grading  ten  miles,  from  Lyons  east,  35,000  00 

Total,  •85.204  31 

This  sum  is  exclusive  of  the  expenditures  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  culverts  and  bridges,  which  will  amount  to  ten 
thousand  more. 


(No.  10.) 

Cfpmion  (f  the  Attorney  Generalin  relation  to  the  eons^ruetion 
of  the  Internal  Impovement  act  as  amended. 

Office  of  Interii al  Imfrovbmbnt,  > 
Detroiti  May  llth,  1838.      J' 

Sib  : — The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  (Jeneral  is  requested  on 
the  following  points : 

First.  Does  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the 
regulation  of  internal  improvement,"  &c.,  passed  6th  April,  1838, 
transfer  all  the  duties  of  the  auditor  of  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provements to  the  Auditor  General  ? 

Second.  Can  the  Auditor  General  audit  any  other  accounts  thad 
those  of  an  acting  or  other  Commissioner,  for  disbursements  of 
money  advanced  to  him  by  order  of  the  board,  under  the  2rf  sec- 
tion of  the  act  above  referred  to  T 

Third.  Are  the  accounts  and  claims  of  individuals  for  work 
performed  on  the  several  roads  and  canals,  and  materials  furnished, 
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triien  certified  as  correct  by  an  acting  CommissioDer,  to  be  audita 
ed,  and  the  warrant  for  the  amount  found  due  to  be  drawn  by 
the  auditor  of  the  board  on  the  Auditor  General  7 

Fourth.  Can  an  acting  Commissioner  certify  accounts  and  claims 
for  work  performed  or  materials  furnished,  have  them  audited  by 
the  audhpr  of  the  board,  and  when  thus  audited^  can  the  auditor 
of  the  board  draw  his  warrant  directly  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
amount,  without  the  acting  Commissioner  first  asking  an  advance 
to  him,  or  having  any  money  pass  through  his  hands  ? 

Fifth.  In  case  an  advance  of  money  shall  be  made  to  an  BXi6og 
Commissioner,  by  the  Auditor  General,  by  virtue  of  the  second 
section  of  said  act,  to  be  disbursed  by  said  acting  Commissioner, 
must  each  account  be  audited  by  the  Auditor  General,  before  k 
can  be  paid  by  said  acting  Cbmmissioner ;  or  may  not  the  acting 
Commissioner  disburse  the  amount  thus  advanced  to  him,  by  pay- 
ing said  accounts,  first  satisfying  himself  that  they  are  correct/ 
and  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor  ? 

Sixth.  Does  not  the  original  •*  act  for  the  regulalten  of  internal 
improvements,''  &c.,  and  the  act  amending  the  same,  autboriser 
the  acting  Commissioner  to  disburse  the  moneys  advanced  to  hfim 
from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  the  board,  he  taking  duplicate  re-^ 
ceiptd  for  the  same.  And  is  not  his  account  for  such  disburse^ 
ments,  accompanied  by  such  duplicate  receipts,  the  only  acoouni 
which  the  act  contemplates  the  Auditor  General  shall  audit  7 

Seventh.  Does  not  the  law  provide  two  nKxies  of  disbursing 
money  on  the  public  works  ;  one  by  having  the  accounts  of  in- 
dividuals audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  board,  he  drawing  his  war« 
rant  directly  on  the  Treasurer,  and  another  by  the  advance  of  mo- 
ney to  an  acting  Commissioner  when  he  may  desire  it,  or  when 
it  shall  be  considered  necessary,  to  be  disbursed  by  him  in  the 
manner  stated  above  7 

Eighth.  By  whom  are  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  of 
internal  improvements  for  services  as  such,  or  for  their  salary,  to 
be  audited,  and  on  whose  warrant  are  these  accounts  to  be  paid  t 

By  order  of  the  board. 

E.  H.  LOTHROP, 
Pres.  Board  of  Internal  Improvementi^ 

Pbtbr  Morst,  Esq.,  Attorney  General. 


Attorney  Gekbraa's  Ofvicr;  ) 
Detroit,  May  28th  1838.      J 
The  following  opinion  is  submitted  in  reply  to  the  inquiries  of' 
the  board  of  internal  improvements,  of  the  17tb  inst. 

First.  The  answer  to  the  first  inquiry  is  obvious.     The  eighth 
sec^n  of  the  act  of  April  last,  merely  repeals  so  mucb  of  any 
41 
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existing  law  at  may  contravene  the  provisions  of  that  act  Aad 
the  first  section  provides  that  ''  all  accounts  for  disbursemeot  of 
moneys  made  by  any  acting  or  other  Commissioner,  instead  of 
beiqg  audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  board,  as  heretofore,  shall  be 
audited  by  the  Auditor  General.^  If,  therefore,  there  is  any  pro- 
visioD  in  tlie  former  law  making  it  the  duty  of  the  auditor  of  the 
board  to  audit  accounts  other  than  those  of  an  "  acting  or  other 
Commissioner,  for  disbursement  of  moneys,"  such  provision  iDUst 
unquestionably  still  continue  in  force,  and  the  auditor  of  the  board, 
would  still  have  duties  to  perform  distinct  and  separmte  fbom  those 
transferred  as  above  to  the  Auditor  General. 

By  reference  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  for  the  regiiblno 
of  internal  improvements)  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  Boafi  of 
Commissioners,  it  will  be  found  that  the  auditor  of  the  board  b 
required  to  audit  a  certain  class  of  accounts  and  draw  his  draft* 
for  the  balances  found  due  directly  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  stafee» 
who  is  authorized  to  pay  the  amount  of  such  drafts  to  the  person 
or  persons  entitled  to  receive  them,  without  any  money  whatever 
passii^  through  the  hands  of  a  Commissioner. 
.  It  will  hardly  be  urged,  I  should  think,  by  any  reasonable  per^ 
son,  that  the  class  of  accounts  above  referred  to  are  transferred 
to  the  Auditor  General  for  examination  by  the  words,  **  all  ao^ 
counts  of  acting  or  other  Commissioners  for  disburseroeots  of  dion 
neys,  instead  of  being  audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  board,  aa 
heretofore,  shall  be  audited  by  the  Auditor  General." 

But  is  certain  that  unless  these  duties  are  transferred  to  the 
Auditor  General  by  the  language  referred  to  in  the  first  section 
of  the  amendment,  the  auditor  of  the  board  can  not  be  considered 
aa  deprived  of  all  power,  or  relieved  from  M  his  labors,  and  it 
consequently  and  necessarily  follows,  that  there  are  some  dotted 
which  are  not  transferred  to  the  Auditor  General,  but  whioh  ape 
still  to  be  performed  by  the  auditor  of  the  board. 

Second.  The  Auditor  General  has  no  authority  of  which  I  am 
$ware  to  audit  any  accounts  whatever  that  are  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  internal  improvement  fund,  except  such  as  is  vested  in  him 
by  the  proviiions  of  the  first  section  of  the  "  Act  to  amend  the 
act  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement,"  &c.,  approved 
April  6th,  1838.  This  authority  cannot  be  more  extensive  than 
the  language  of  that  section  will  fairly  permit,  and  the  words  •*  all 
accounts  for  disbursements  of  moneys  made  by  any  acting  or 
other  Commissioner  of  internal  improvement,  instead  of  being 
audited  bytke  auditor  of  the  board,  as  heretofore,  shall  be  audit- 
ed by  the  Auditor  GeneraV  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  susceptible 
of  any  other  construction  than  this :  when  '*  an  acting  or  other 
Commissioner"  has  received  moneys  under  the  order  of  the  boards 
a6  provided  for  bv  the  twelfth  section  of  the  former  law,  and  the 
second  aactiien  of  the  amendment,  all  aoeounts  for  dte  jpeLfmaA 
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«Q|  or  ditburtemeiit  of  such  maoejs  shall  bo  audticd  by  tbo  Au- 
ditor Geoeral  instead  of  the  auditor  of  the  board.  The  reasoii 
of  this  eonstructioD  is  most  apparent — for  the  oM  law  being  Justly 
liable  to  objection  on  the  ground  that  the  board  of  internal  im- 

£rovement  had  not  only  the  power  to  invest  such  individual  mom- 
sr  of  the. board  with  the  office  of  auditor  as  they  saw  fit*  butl^ 
this  investitution  they  would  at  once  make  him  the  instrument  by 
which  money  should  be  placed  into  the  hands  of  members  of  the 
boATd,  and  at  the  same  time  the  only  authority  to  determine  the 
propriety  of  their  expenditures,  and  the  accuracy  of  the  aoooonta 
presented  for  adjustment — thus  not  merely  affording  a  most  glat- 
mg  opportunity  for  fraud  and  corruption^  but  presenting  alsoi  the 
striking  inconsistency  of  an  auditor  of  accounts  who  drives  his 
authority  from  the  very  individuals  whose  disbursements  of  mo- 
neys be  was  to  sanction  or  condema 

To  remove  this  inconsistency  from  the  statute  book,  and  guard 
against  the  corrupt  or  wanton  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys, 
aeems  therefore  to  have  been  the  legitimate  and  wise  object  of  the 
legislature  in  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the  amendmeot 
r^rred  to»  which  require  all  accounts  for  disbursements  of  mo- 
neys made  by  any  acting  or  other  Commissioner,  to  be  audited 
by  the  Auditor  General,  instead  of  the  auditor  of  the  board,  as 
heretofore.  Whilst  this  exposition  of  the  amendment,  however, 
can  be  so  fully  sustained,  and  exhibits  the  probable  intention  of 
the  legislature  in  a  light  so  reasonable  and  just,  a  more  extended 
cooefruction,  by  which  all  the  duties  hitherto  performed  by  the 
auditor  of  the  board  should  be  deemed  transferred  to  the  Auditor 
General,  and  which  Would  require,  his  approval  of  all  acoounts 
before  payment  could  be  made,  would  throw  upon  that  officer  a 
vast  amount  of  vexatious  labor,  and  at  the  same  time  greatly 
retard  and  delay  the  progress  of  the  different  works  of  internal 
improvement,  by  the  constant  necessity  it  would  impose  upon 
contractors  and  others  to  whom  money  was  due,  of  sending  in 
their  accounts  to  the  Auditor  General  to  be  examined  before  pay* 
meot  for  the  smallest  services  could  be  obtained. 

Third  and  Fourth.  The  raply  to  the  third  and  fourth  inqui- 
ries, is  included  in  the  answer  to  the  second ;  for  unless  the  6th 
section  of  the  law  of  last  year  contravenes  the  provision  of  the 
amendments,  it  is  not  repealed,  and  the  auditor  of  the  board  is  still 
required  to  draw  directly  on  the  Treasurer  for  all  accounts  for 
labor,  &C.,  certified  to  him  as  correct  by  an  acting  Commissioner; 
and  an  acting  Commissioner  is  not  under  the  necessity  of  asking 
sm  advance  ^  money  to  him  beiore  any  accounts  can  be  paid  or 
of  havii^  any  money  at  all  pass  through  his  hands. 

Fifth  and  Sixth.  The  second  section  of  the  ameodment  •f 
ladl  iession  permits  an  advance  of  five  thousand  dollars  to  either 
of  the  aeting  Commissioners  upon  the  warrant  of  tht  AmKIot 
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Generali  but  provides  that  "  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  said  Auditor 
General  to  issue  any  warrant  for  a  further  advance  to  such  act- 
ing Comnoissioner  until  he  shall  have  fully  accounted  for  the  first 
advance  so  as  aforesaid  made,  nor  until  such  Commissioner  shall 
have  produced  to  said  Auditor  General  satisfactory  vouchers  that 
said  money  so  as  aforesaid  advanced  has  been  faithfully  applied 
and  paid  out  for  and  on  account  of  the  works  under  his  charge,  nor 
until  the  said  accounts  shall  have  been  duly  audited  and  allowed." 
If  this  language  means  any  thing,  it  must  mean  that  the  Conn- 
missioner  in  whose  favor  a  second  advance  has  been  ordered  by 
the  board,  must  produce  to  the  Auditor  Grei«eral  satisfactory 
vouchers  that  the  money  previously  received  has  been  paid  out 
in  a  proper  manner,  before  he  can  obtain  a  warrant  for  any  fur- 
ther advance,  and  it  is  the  evidence  of  such  payment  that  he  must 
present  to  the  Auditor  General,  and  not  the  accounts  of  contrac- 
tors for  labor,  &c.,  upon  which  nothing  has  been  paid.  For  how 
can  a  mere  account  for  services  rendered,  or  for  materials  fur- 
nished, prove  a  disbursement  of  moneys  by  an  acting  Commis- 
aioner,  or  show  that  moneys  received  have  '*  been  faitlifully  applied 
and  paid  out  for  and  on  account  of  the  works  under  his  charge?" 
Besides,  the  only  possible  object  of  such  advance  seems  to  be  that 
accounts  for  labor  and  services,  &c.,  may  be  paid  by  the  Commis- 
aioner  on  account  of  the  works  under  his  charge  in  a  more  prompt 
and  speedy  manner  than  could  be  done  if  all  accounts  had  to  be 
sent  either  to  the  auditor  of  the  board  or  to  the  Auditor  General : 
and  any  other  construction  than  this,  and  particularly  such  as  is 
implied  in  the  inquiry,  would  not  only  violate  the  plain  and  ob- 
vious meaning  of  the  terms  of  the  amendment,  but  would  extend 
the  power  of  the  Auditor  General  beyond  the  provisions  of  the 
law  which  expressly  limits  his  duties  to  audit  the  accounts  of  any 
acting  or  other  commissioner  for  disbursements  of  moneys. 

Seventh.  If  the  foregoing  positions  be  correct,  the  conclusion  it 
irresistible,  that  there  are  two  modes  of  disbursincr  moneys  on 
works  of  internal  improvements  provided  for  by  law :  one  by 
having  the  accounts  of  individuals  for  services,  &c.,  audited  by  the 
auditor  of  the  board,  he  drawing  his  draft  directly  Oii  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  state,  who  is  requested  to  pay  the  amount  of  such 
-draft  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  as  is 
provided  for  in  section  eight  of  the  law  of  1837 ;  the  other,  by 
the  payment  of  accounts  by  a  Commissioner  who  may  have  re- 
ceived moneys  in  advance  for  that  purpose;  such  Commissioner 
being  requh^d  to  show  the  accuracy  and  propriety  of  all  hia  pny. 
ments  to  the  Auditor  General  under  the  provisions  of  the  12th 
section  of  the  old  law,  limited  and  continued  by  the  1st  and  9i 
sections  of  the  amendment. 

E^hth.  There  is,  perhaps,  more  of  difficulty  in  giving  a  just  or 
certun  refrfy  to  the.eighth  inquiry  of  the  board  than  ei£er  of  the 
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others,  for  the  ambiguity  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  amendment 
(if  it  has  any)  is  entirely  kitent,  and  arises  solely  out  of  a  bare 
possibility  that  the  legislature  meant  the  Auditor  General  when 
they  used  the  term  "  auditor^  in  that  section. 

The  proTision  of  the  sii^th  section,  in  regard. to  which  this  dif- 
ficulty arises^  is  as  follows; ''  and  each  of  said  Commissioners  shall 
receive  as  compensation  for  their  services  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum  while  actually  employed  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  their  oflSce  only,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
fund  appropriated  for  internal  improvement,  on  the  warrant  of  the 
auditor." 

.  Ip  the  exposition  of  a  statute,  the  leading  clue  to  a  correct  con« 
struction  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  and  the  primary  rule 
to  be  observed  in  following  up  that  clue  is,  that  the  intention.of 
the  law  maker  is  to  be  collected  from  the  words  of  the  statute, 
and  when  the  words  are  not  explicit,  it  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
occasion  and  necessity  of  the  law :  See  Dwarris  on  Statutes,  p. 
47 ;  it  being  recommended  however  as  the  best  course  on  all  oc- 
casions to  adhere  to  the  words  of  the  statute,  construing  them  ac- 
cording to  their  nature  and  import.  Taking  these  for  a  guide,  and 
keeping  in  view  at  the  same  time,  that  by  section  three  of  the  se- 
venth article  of  the  constitution,  it  is  provided  that  there  shall  be 
an  Auditor  General,  and  that  by  the  iaWs  of  this  state  in  regard 
to  internal  improvements,  an  office  of  auditor  of  the  board  is  cre- 
afed,  who  is  referred  to  throughout  by  the  title  of  auditor,  it 
would  seem  to  follow  conclusively  that  the  legislature  intended 
that  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  for  their  services  as  such, 
aod  for  their  salary,  should  be  audited  by  the  auditor  of  the  board 
and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  on  his  draft.  In  adopting  this  con- 
struction full  force  is  given  to  the  language  of  the  statute,  in  per- 
fect accordance  with  what  can  be  discovered  of  its  occasion  and 
necessity,  whilst  a  difieient  exposition  would  at  once  do  violence 
to  the  language  of  the  law,  destroy  its  consistency  with  the  causes 
which  produced  its  existence,  and  invest  an  officer  with  power 
and  authority,  who  is  not  even  referred  to  in.  the  section  from 
whence  alone  he  obtains  such  power  by  his  constitutional  title  of 
office. 

P.  MOREY, 
Attorney  Qenend. 
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(Na  18.) 

Account  of  John  S.  Bagg,  State  Printer,  with  accom- 
panying papers  laid  before  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

State  qfMkfagan^  to  John  8.  Bagg^  8UUe  Printerf  Dr. 
1838. 

To  3,450  copies  of  the  laws  of  1838, 
Composition,  644,000  cms  at  70  cts  per  1000, 
Press  work,  546  tokens  at  75  cts  per  token,  add  920, 
Paper,  143  reams  at  95  50  per  ream, 
Binding  3,375  copies  at  33^  cents  per  copy, 
do  75  do    $1  25        do 


•450  80 

389  50 

786  50 

1,130  62 

93  75 

•2,851  17 

20  00 

To  be  added, 

•2,871  17 

7b  500  eo^  of  the  Senate  journals  and  doctunents  ofiheisd' 

joumed  session  of  1837,  to  remse  the  statutes. 
Composition,  410,600  ems  at  70  cts  per  1000  ems  VtSl  4t 

Presswork,  74  tokens  at  75  cts  per  token,  66  SO 

Paper*  19^  reams  at  95  per  ream,  97  50 

Binding  250  copies  at  60  cents  per  copy,  150  00 

do      250  do     14  do  85  M 


•695  4t 

7b  500  copies  (fthe  House  journal  of  the  adjourned  se$rian  of 
1837,  to  revise  statutes*. 

CompositioQ,  365,800  ems  at  70  cents  per  1000  ems,  #256  06 

Pressworlt,  66  tokens  at  7^  cents  per  token,  49  50 

Paper,  17j^  reams  at  $5  per  ream,  87  50 

Bindii^  S150  copies  at  60  cents  per  copy,  150  00 

do      250    dp          8            do  20  00 


•563  06 
To  200  copies  of  the  journal  and  200  of  the  documents  of  the 

Senate  for  session  of  1838. 
Composition,  1,688,400  ems  at  70  cents  per  1000  ems,  •1,181  88 
Press  work,  133  tokens  at  75  cents  per  token,  99  75 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward,  t 

Pftper,  28  reattis  at  M  per  reaoft^  140  00 

Biiiding  400  copies  at  60  cents  per  copy,  240  00 

9  J, 661  63 

7b  200  copies  of  the  journal  and  200  of  the  documents  of  the 
'  House  of  Representatives  for  the  session  of  183S, 

Composition,  1,782,000  ems  at  70  ceots  per  1000  ems,  91,248  03 

Presswork,  138  tokens  at  75  cents  per  token,  103  50 

Paper,  29  reams  at  95  per  ream,  145  00 

Bindif]^  400  copies  at  60  cents  per  copy,  240  00 

91,786  5S 

To  160  copies  qf  Jarvis  Hurdfs  Report  on  the  Clinton  and  Kola- 

matoo  Caned. 
Cornpositloft,  082,400  ems  at  70  cts.  per  lOOOems, 
PmsBWork,  62  tokens  at  75  cts.  per  token,  dedact  $2, 
Paper,  100  reams  at  95  per  ream, 
Biadfi^t  160  copies  at  ten  cts.  per  copy* 


Deduct  two  dollars^ 


To  3,000  copies  of  the  Schoollaws. 
GoQ^poaitionk  56,000  ems  at  70  cts.  per  1000  emsi 
Presawork,  .48  tokens  at  75  cts.  per  tdteiH 
Paper,  eight  reams  at  95  per  ream, 
Biadiqg»  3000  copies  at  2^  cts*  per  copy, 


7b  3,000  copies  of  the  Mititia  Laws. 

CompoaitioD,  120,000  ems  at  70  cts.  per  1000  ems, 
Prosswork,  00  tokens  at  75  cts^  per  loken, 
Paper,  twenty-four  reams  at  95  per  refim. 
Binding,  3,000  copies  at  2^  cts.  per  copy, 

935100 
To  7,000  copiesof  the  Revised  Statutes. 
Composition,  2,557,697  ems  at  70  cts.  per  1000  en;s,  91,790  88 
Presswock,  3,300  tokens  at  75  cts.  per  token,  2,475  00 

Carried  forward,  9 


$407  68 
4$  50 
50  00 
10  OO 

9522  IS 
3  OO 

•520  18 

$99  29 
36  0» 
4009 

7ft  00 

•190  8» 

•MOO 
7S0O 

130  00 
7fi  00 
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Brought  forward  9 
Paper,  810  reams,  at  $6  per  reaixb  error  960,  to  be 

added,  4,800  00 

Bindiog,  7,000  volumes,  at  91  25  per  volume  8,750  00 

917,815  38 
Add  for  error,  60  00 


917,876  38 

Detroitf  January^  1839. 

To  the  Hmyordble  A.  Mack, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

of  the  liouse  of  Representatives  : 

For  the  information  of  your  committee,  I  would  respectfully 
state,  that  on  every  Saturday  night  the  fi>remnn  of  my  printing 
office  makes  out  an  account  of  the  number  of  eu)8  set  up»  and  to- 
kens worked  off,  during  the  week,  by  the  hands  employed  on  the 
state  work ;  and  that  the  same  is  thereupon  credited  upon  the 
books  of  the  office  to  the  hands,  and  charged  to  the  state. 

I  would  further  state,  that  the  number  ol  ems  and  tokens,  or  in 
other  words,  the  amount  of  composition  and  press  work,  charged 
in  the  anoexed  bill  before  your  committee,  is  the  same  that  stands 
credited  on  the  books  of  the  office,  and  has  been  paid  for,  to  the 
hands  who  perfornied  the  work. 

I  would  further  state,  that  the  chartres  per  em  and  per  token, 
or  for  composition  and  press  work,  in  the  annexed  bill,  are  made 
at  the  current  prices  charged  to  individuals  for  the  same  or  similar 
work,  which  prices  were  established  by  the  printers  and  publish* 
ers  of  this  city,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  schedule  attached,  in  eight- 
ten  hundred  and  thirty-six,  when  rents  and  the  wages  of  lai>or 
were  fifteen  per  cent  less  than  they  now  are. 

1  would  further  state,  that  the  number  of  reams  of  paper  charg- 
ed to  the  state  in  the  annexed  bill,  has  been  used  in  the  work 
therein  mentioned,  and  that  the  price  charged  for  the  same  is  at 
least  seven  per  cent  less  than  the  same  quality  of  paper  is  sold  for 
in  the  same  quantity  in  this  city. 

I  would  further  state,  that  the  charges  for  binding  are  made  at 
the  current  prices,  invariably  charged  to  individuals  for  the  same 
or  similar  work. 

All  which  I  am  ready  to  verify  under  oath,  if  required  by  the 
committee. 

JOHN  S.  BAGG. 
StaU  PrmUr. 
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llie  follorwing  is  an  extract  from  a  printed  scfa^dnle  of  prices  of 
t>finting  in  this  city. 

**lMt  rf  Prices  for  Printinff  Book^,  Pct^nphUts,  4^,,  established 
by  the  Spverd  offices  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  July  1, 1836. 

Composition,  per  1000  ems,  "^O  cts. 

For  rule  and  figure  work  doable  price  will  be  charg- 
ed for  the  composition. 

Press  work,  per  token,  (ten  and  a  half  ({aires  or  less 
on  each  form,  worked  on  both  sides,)  81  50  ct9» 

John  S.  Baoo,  Publisher  of  the  Daily  Fr^  Press. 
Geo.  L.  Whitnbt,  Publisher  of  the  Daily  AdvfurtWi^* 
Tm.  Ikt  Li4DD  dt  Co^  Franklin  Job  Office. 
HABa^▲  &  Lurmi^  Job  Printers/ 


4d 
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(Nolo.) 

Memorial  and  resolutions  relative  to  the  military  roadcr 
commenced  by  the  general  government,  in  the  state 
of  Michigan. 

The  commiltee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  memorial- 
istng  congress,  relative  to  the  United  States  military  roads,  com- 
menced in  this  state,  respectfully  submit  the  following  memorial 
and  resolutions. 

JOHN  S.  LIVERMORE, 
Ctuxirtnan  of  ComrniUee. 


To  the  Hon.  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  RepresentaHves  of  the  Vm- 
ted  Slates  m  Congress  assembled : 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  convened  at  the  city 
of  Detroit,  at  their  regular  session  for  the  year  1839,  would  res- 
pectfully call  the  attention  of  congress  to  the  subject  of  progress- 
ingwitn  the  several  military  roads  commenced  in  said  state. 

The  importance  of  those  works  for  the  public  defence  and  se- 
curity* in  case  of  war  or  invasion  by  a  foreign  power,  has  often 
been'suggested  to  your  honorable  bodies,  and  has.  heretofore,  re- 
ceived your  favorable  consideration.  The  grenX  end  and  aim, 
however,  of  their  construction  cannot  be  realized,  while  su&red 
to  remain  as  at  present,  only  partially  completed. 

The  history  of  the  country  demonstrates  the  importance  of 
Mackinaw  as  a  military  station,  and  its  distance  and  almost  en- 
tire exclusion  from  all  other  inhabited  parts  of  tlie  union,  at  tiroea 
when  navigation  has  closed,  the  great  difficulty,  delays,  and  ex- 
pense in  transporting  the  mail,  and  the  impracticability,  if  emer- 
gency should  require  it,  of  transporting  troops  and  munitions  of 
war  to  that  point,  at  an  early  day  called  the  attention  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war  and  of  congress,  to  the  subject  of  a  military  road 
from  Detroit  to  the  straits  of  Mackinaw,  which  was  subsequently 
located ;  and  although  several  appropriations  have  been  made  up- 
on it,  only  about  seventy  miles  of  it  is  completed.  The  same 
reasoning  will  in  a  measure  apply  to  the  military  roads  leading 
from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  from  Detroit  to  Grand  river,  and  from 
Wbiteford  in  Ohio,  to  Indiana.  And  likewise  the  military  read 
from  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  which  has  been  constructed,  but  is, 
for  want  of  repair,  almost  impassable. 

They  are,  all  of  them,  deemed  works  of  public  utility  and  im* 
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portaooe.  The  location  by  govenunent  of  these  rotds  has  essen- 
tially Mibanced  the  value  of  the  public  domain^  on  their  several 
routes,  by  the  induoetnent  it  has  held  out  to  our  citizens,  to  pur- 
chase and  settle  along  their  line  in  advance,  to  considerable  ex- 
tent, of  the  present  improvements,  on  lands  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  unsaleable,  and  who  are  now  suffering  many  priva* 
tions  for  want  of  eligible  roads. 

Your  niemorialiM^  thet«foire,  die  Senate  aid  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  state  of  Michigan,  would  reapectAilly  eoHcitcon- 
ris  for  suitable  appropriations  of  money  or  lands,  or  both»  for 
continuation  o(  said  roads* 

Rescloed,  (if  the  Senate  concur,)  That  our  Senators  be  instruct- 
ed, and  our  Kepresentative  requested,  to  urge  upon  Congress  the 
importance  of  the  above  appropriations. 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  ^the  above  memorial  and  resolutiob 
be  transmitted  b^  the  Secretary  of  State  to  each  of  our  Senators 
and  Representative. 
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(No.  20.) 

Report  of  the  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
sundry  petitions  and  affidafits  from  citi^iensof  Ber- 
ridn  county,  in  behalf  of  certain  settlers  on  Univer- 
sity and  St»t«  lands. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  and 
liffidavits  of  sundry  citizese  of  Berrien  county,  id  behalf  oF 
certain  settlers  on  university  and  state  lands,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  referred  to  them  their  atten- 
j(ive  consideration,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
m-ayer  x>f  the  petitioners  is  reasonable,  and  ouffht  to  be  granted. 
The  petitioners  ask  for  a  release,  on  the  part  of  the  stale,  to  the 
United  States,  of  sundry  tracts  of  land  on  the  Niles  reserve,  which 
)iad  been  located  by  the  state,  upon  the  improvements  of  actual 
settlers,  for  the  bienefit  of  the  university,  and  for  state  pur- 
poses. 

Jt  appears  from  affidavits,  and  other  satisfactory  evidence  be- 
fore your  con^mittee,  that  in  1826  a  grant  of  seventy-two  sections 
was  made  to  jy(ichiji;an,  for  seminary  purposes.  That  in  October, 
18316,  fourteen  sections  were  located,  for  university  purposes,  upon 
such  lands  as  bad  been  previously  settled,  occupied,  and  improv- 
ed, by  about  fifty  families,  most  of  whom  had  resided  thereon 
from  two  to  three  years  when  said  locations  were  made,  and  sonne 
for  a  much  longer  time,  and  whose  property  consisted  chiefly  in 
the  jrpprovemepts  they  had  made.  It  appears  that  the  choicest 
^nd  best  of  said  lands  were  sold  by  the  Superintendent  last  No- 
vember, at  the  minimum  price,  at  the  request  of  the  occupants, 
and  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  remainder  is  not  worth  to 
^xceed  three  dollars  per  acre. 

Your  committee  are  satisfied  that  great  injustice  was  done  to 
the  state  apd  university,  as  well  as  to  the  settlers,  by  making  said 
locations,  and  that  the  quicker  the  error  is  retracted,  and  its  evils 
corrected,  the  better  for  all  concerned.  A  bill  is  now  before  Con- 
gress, which  we  think  will  become  a  law,  authorizing  this  state 
to  make  other  locations  in  lieu  of  those  which  had  been  made 
upon  actual  settlers,  and  your  committee  are  credibly  informed 
that  there  are  unoccupied  lands  of  the  United  States  yet  to  be 
found  in  this  state,  that  i^ill  become  much  more  valuable  than 
those  which  the  state  has  endeavored  to  wrest  from  actual  set- 
tlers. 

Your  committee  cannot  better  express  their  views  upon  the 
Ifnportant  subject  submitted  to  them,  th^n  by  a^jopting  the  (ol-r 
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lowing  extract  from  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom 
the  tame  matter  was  referred  at  the  last  sessioD  of  the  legis- 
latare: 

"  Your  committee  consider  that  these  settlers,  as  some  of  them 
went  on  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  pre-emption  law  in  June, 
1834,  and  the  rest  soon  after»  under  the  spirit  of  the  pre-emption 
system,  have  equitable  rights,  which  ought  not  to  be  disregarded. 
These  rights  of  the  settlers  commenced  at  the  time  when  they 
commenced  their  imfrovements ;  and  tb#  rights  of  the  state*  only 
when  the  locations  were  confirmed  last  summer.  The  settlers 
had  previously  a  vestedt  equitable  right  lo  their  improvements  and 
the  proceeds  of  their  labor ;  while  the  state  had  only  a  naked 
right  to  locate. 

'  **  While  the  state  saw  the  settlers  go  on  to  these  lands  and  im- 
prove themy  in  the  expectation  of  obtaining  them  at  the  minimum 
price  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre»  the  claim- 
ants coiild  not  foresee  that  the  state  would  defer  making  some 
of  its  locations,  and  afterwards  select  their  improvements,  thus 
appropriating  that  value  which  the  means  and  labor  of  the  set- 
tlers had  given  them,  to  the  uses  of  the  state.  The  committee 
are  of  opinion,  from  the  testimony  submitted  to  them,  as  to  the 
time  that  these  settlers  went  on  to  these  lands,  as  to  the  good 
faith  of  the  cL'iiroants,  and  their  exemption  from  the  charge  of 
speculation,  that  they  have  an  equitable  claim  to  payment  for 
their  improvements,  and  are  strongly  entitled  to  the  humane  and 
considerate  regard  of  the  legislature,  and  from  the  proof  as  to 
their  value,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  the  state  to  release  them  all,  provided  it  can  have  the 
privilege  of  relocating  the  sanne  number  of  sections  elsewhere ; 
because,  supposing  them  to  be  of  the  value  of  the  ordinary  farm* 
iDg  land  in  this  state,  after  paying  the  claimants  the  just  value  of 
thSir  improvements  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof,  little 
would  be  left  to  the  seminary  fund.'* 

Your  committee  would  respectfully  add,  that  it  is  their  so« 
lemn  conviction  that  the  state  cannot  retain  the  lands  in  question 
upon  the  rule  of  strict  justice^  sound  policy,  or  common  honesty ; 
and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  legislature  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  ef- 
fect a  relinquishment  to  the  United  States  of  those  lands,  in  ex- 
change for  other  unoccupied  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  and  therefore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  preamble  and  bill, 
with  a  joint  resolution  on  that  subject 

THOMAS  FITZGERAIJ). 
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(No.  21.) 

Report  of  the  State  Geologist,  in  relation  to  the  iron 
ore,  &c.,  on  the  school  section  in  town  five  south, 
range  seven  west,  in  Branch  county. 

7b  the  Honorable  the  House  of  RepresefUatwes  of  Michigan : 

Iq  compliance  with  a  resolution  from  your  honorable  body,  **  di- 
recting the  State  Geologist  to  furnish  such  information  as  he  may 
possess  in  relation  to  the  iron  ore  and  clay  on  the  school  section 
in  township  five  south,  range  seven  west»  in  the  county  of 
Branch," 

I  would  respectfully  lay  the  following  facts  before  you,  simplv 
premising  that  all  tlie  examinations  which  were  made  in  Brandi 
County,  are  of  a  general  or  exploratory  character,  preparatory  to 
the  more  midute  examinations,  which  are  intended  to  follow. 

The  school  section  to  which  my  attention  is  called,  by  your  re- 
solution, is  characterised  by  the  appearance  of  the  clay  iron  stone 
formation ;  a  formation  which  has  not,  as  yet,  been  seen  to  occur 
in  any  other  place  in  our  state. 

The  clay  iron  stone,  or  kidney  ore,  appears  in  the  usual  form, 
being  composed  of  thin  concentric  layers  of  the  carbonate  and 
hydrate  of  iron,  deposited  upon  nodular  masses,  mostly  composed 
of  Iime« 

These  masses  of  iron  ore  are  imbedded,  (in  somewhat  regular 
strata,)  in  a  tough  semi-indurated  and  stratified  clay,  which  at 
first  might  easily  be  mistaken  for  rock.  Neither  the  clay  or  iron 
has,  as  yet,  been  submitted  to  a  minute  chemical  examination,  nor 
in  fact,  is  it  considered,  in  this  instance,  of  sufficient  importance, 
to  prevent  our  arriving  at  conclusions  sufficiently  accurate  forge- 
neral  purposes. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  presence  of  lime  renders  clay  unfit  for 
the  manufacture  of  stoneware,  fire  bricks,  &c.,  for  the  reason  that 
the  clay,  by  this  admixture,  is  rendered  fusible  at  a  low  tempera- 
ture. The  clay  in  question,  is  nearly,  and  in  some  instances,  quite 
destitute  of  lime,  and  only  differs  from  that  which  is  denominated 
pipe  clay,  in  its  color  and  geological  position.  It  is  admirably 
adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  stone  ware,  fire  bricks,  &c.,  and  no 
further  exploration  is  required,  to  render  it  certain  that  this  arti- 
cle exists,  in  sufficient  quantity,  to  furnish  all  that  will  ever  be  re- 
quired for  those  purposes. 

The  iron  ore  is  ot  the  same  kind  as  that  which  is  almost  excIl^ 
sively  used  in  some  of  the  great  furnaces  of  Ohio ;  and  most  of 
the  English  iron  imported  into  this  country,  b  manulfactured  fi'om 
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a  minihur  ore.  The  kidney  ore,  from  the  readiness  and  cheapness 
with  which  it  may  be  reduced,  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
Taluable  ores  which  is  ever  found  in  a  secondary  country  ;  and 
occurring  under  the  circumstances  it  does  in  Ohio,  it  constitutes 
one  of  her  great  sources  of  wealth ;  in  the  large  way  it  has  been 
found  to  furnish,  upon  reduction,  from  thirty  to  thirty-seven  per 
cent  of  cast  iron. 

The  ore  occurring  in  Branch  county  may  safely  be  said  to  be 
fully  equal  in  purity  to  that  of  Ohio. 

As  before  stated,  the  examina^ons  which  I  have  made,  of  the 
extent  of  this  ore,  are  only  of  a  general  character,  in  consequence 
of  which  it  is  whollv  impossible  for  me  to  define  either  its  bounda- 
ries, the  extent  of  the  formation,  or  the  amount  of  ore  a  complete 
exploration  would  bring  to  light  In  regard  to  its  extent,  suffi- 
cient  is  already  known,  to  satisfy  me  that  it  is  sufSciently  exten- 
sive to  be  made  available  for  practical  purposes,  (provided  the 
expense  of  raising  it  shall  not  be  too  great,)  lor  I  have  already 
traced  it  over  an  area  of  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand 
acres.  In  order  to  determine  the  expense  of  raising  the  ore,  it 
win  be  imperatively  necessary  that,  sufficient  excavation  be  made 
to  determine  the  amount  of  ore  which  can  be  obtained  from  a  giv« 
en  area ;  a  character  of  examination  which  would  involve  an  ex- 
penditure that  I  do  not  conceive  myself  authorized  to  make,  nor 
wouM  it  be  for  the  interest  of  the  state  to  direct  it  to  be  made  in 
this  manner. 

.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instructfon,  verv  properly,  after 
tbe  examination  had  been  made,  withheld  the  school  section  from 
sale,  and  weiPe  he  the  individual  owner,  I  have  no  doubt  he  would 
refoae  to  sell  the  tract  until  fbrther  examinations  should  be  made ; 
and  since  the  school  interest  in  this  instance  must  be  looked  upon 
io  the  same  light  as  that  of  an  individual,  I  can  conceive  ot  no 
reasoo  why  he  should  not  be  authorized  to  expend  from  the  school 
iiuid  an  amount  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  arrive  at  some  satis- 
factory estimate  of  the  value  of  the  land  in  question. 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON. 

OmcB  OF  State  Geologist,  i 
January  28,  1888.  ) 
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(No.  22.) 

Report  of  the  examination  and  investigation  of  the 

aflfairs  and  condition  of  the  Bank  of  jfpsilanti. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senat0i  and  House  of  HepreeenkUioes  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  (he  examination  of  the 
affiiirs  and  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  together  with  cer- 
tain docaments  thereunto  annexed. 

Very  respectfolly,  &c., 

A.  FBLCH, 
AntA  ConrnAmcmtT* 


REPORT,  &c 
To  the  HonoratHe  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mkhxgnn : 

The  interest  felt  by  community  at  this  time  in  relation  to  Urn 
affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  and  its  sudden  suspension  of  host* 
ness,  induces  me  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  on  my  rah 
turn  from  official  duty  in  the  country,  to  present  to  your  bcmt^ 
hie  body  such  facts  in  the  premises  as  I  have  been  able  to  coUootr 

The  bank  was  organized  under  a  charter  granted  by  the  hguh 
lature,  and  commenced  business  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  A« 
D.  1636.  From  the  time  of  its  organization  until  the  27th  day  of 
September  last,  the  controlling  interest  in  this  institution  wa« 
held  bv  Timothy  Tredwell,  who  was  the  president  of  the  baak^ 
and  Horatio  Stevens  and  others,  of  Buffalo,  in  the  state  of  New 
YorL  At  the  examinations  which  had  previously  taken  placer 
it  was  uniiormly  stated  to  the  examining  officer  that  the  oapitat 
stock  had  been  paid  in  according  to  law.  There  was,  however# 
in  the  bank  a  considerable  amount  of  paper  signed  by  the  priooi* 
pal  stockholders,  with  (endorsers,  duly  entered  on  the  books  as 
discounted  bills. 

On  or  about  the  27th  day  of  September  last,  a  sale  was  made 
of  the  majority  of  the  stock,  by  Mr.  Tredwell  and  others,  to  Theo* 
dore  Romeyn,  and  the  transfers  duly  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
bank.  On  that  day  a  change  was  made  in  the  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  Theodore  Romeyn,  George  H.  Tracy,  James  Wood- 
ruff and  Henry  Howard  were  elected  directors  to  fill  vacancies 
occasioned  by  the  assignment  of  their  stock  by  the  former  direc- 
tors. And  at  the  same  meeting,  A.  H.  Ballard  was  elected  pre- 
sident pro  tem.,  and  George  H.  Tracy  was  appointed  cashier. 
On  the  20th  of  November,  Marvin  Minor  and  George  Thrw 
were  chosen  directory  and  T.  Romeyi>  was  elected  president* 
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hy  the  omiinct  of  sale  above  meotiooed,  stock  upon  which 
there  had'beeo  paid  between  ninety  and  one  hundred  thousand 
pilars,  was  transferred  to  T»  Romeyn  and  bis  associates.  A 
bonus  was  paid  upon  the  stock ;  and  for  the  amount  paid  in  upon 
the  same*  Mr.  Romeyn  was  to  take  up  and  dischar^  the  same 
amount  of  discounted  paper  in  the  bank,  upon  which  the  indi* 
yiduals  selling  the  stock  were  responsible.  In  accordance  with 
this  agreement,  a  chanse  was  immediately  made  in  discounted 

Hfier  to  said  aaiount-^*-the  promissory  notes  of  these  former  stock* 
ders  being  withdrawn,  and  the  amount  supplied  with  other  eo^ 
liorsed  paper.  The  cashier  of  the-  bank  at  that  time,  Qeorge  H« 
Tracy,  stated  undar  oath  that  the  latter  paper  was  perfectly  good^ 
The  r^ular  entries  of  the  transaction  were  made  on  the  books 
of  the  bank. 

Ii  is  perhaps  proper  here  to  remark,that  some  time  in  the  fall  Mr. 
Romeyn  called  on  nie,  and  said  that  be  was  about  to  negotiate  for 
the  msyority  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  and  that  if  he  made  the  pur* 
chase,  it  would  be  with  a  view  to  connect  the  institution  with  the 
Bank  of  Central  New  York,  then  about  to  be  established  at  Utica« 
so  far  as  to  put  these  bills  in  circulation  there*  and  to  have  them  re^ 
deegied  at  the  latter  institution.  To  me,  upon  reflection,  the  plan 
seemed  objectiooable»and  these  objections  were  made  known  to  Mn 
Treadwell,  and  abo  afterwards  to  Mr.  Romeyn.  There  was  no* 
ttmg«  however,  in  the  plan  then  proposed  which  woukl  have  involv-' 
ed  a  violation  o(f  law;  the  objections  were  rather  on  the  scoreof  pt»b-* 
lie  policy.  I  however  soon  after  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ro* 
neyn,  announcic^  that  he  had  made  the  contemplated  purchase^ 
and  shoftild  thereafter  be  held  responsible  for  the  management  of 
the  institution.  Upon  further  conversation,  and  more  fully  ox* 
pressing  my.  views  upon  the  manner  in  which  alone*  the  businest 
oi'the  bank  couM  be  done,  in  order  to  give  the  contemplated  eir« 
eolatioQ  in  a  foreign  state,  Mr.  Romeyn  declared  that  he  thought 
it  no  object  to  consummate  the  arrangement, and  had  already  con- 
dnded  to  relinquish  the  idea,  ond  ^1  or  retransrer  the  stock* 
This  was  iomiediately  previous  to  the  sale  from  him,  hereinafter 
BieDtioned. 

During  the  time  which  Mr.  Romeyn  had  control  of  the  in^itu* 
tion,  he  received  bills  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  925^000,  for 
which  his  receipt  was  given.  This  receipt  was  dated  Movember 
31st,  1888.  The  bills  thus  received,  as  appeared  by  the  oath  of 
the  cashier,  were  taken  by  Mr.  Romeyn  to  the  Bank  of  Central 
New  York,  to  be  exchanged  for  other  funds,  or  to  be  deposited 
in  that  institution  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti ;  or,  if  m 
satisfactory  arrangement  should  not  be  nnade,  they  were  to  be  re- 
turned by  him  to  the  bank,  h  appeared,  moreover^  thatsonttS 
tifloe  duriii^  the  months  of  October  and  November  last,  bills  of 
the  bank,  to  the  amount  of  $20,000,  had  been  put  into  the  hands 
of  Messrs*  Strahan  &  Scott,  in  Chicago,  to  exchange  in  that  re^ 
43 
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gioD^  and  $2,000  in  other  fufidB,  with  which  to  redeem  their  Ullf. 
An  arrangement  previously  nnade  by  Mf.  Tread we«  with  another 
individual  in  that  vicinity,  had  given  an  extensive  circuiatioii  in 
lillinois,  and  afibrded  eastern  funds  in  exchange. 

Previous  to  this  transfer,  ttu)  banii  had  drawn  and  had  then  out** 
standing  and  not  arrived  at  n>aturity,  tioie  drafts,  issued  in  the  re* 
4enf>ptioD  of  its  bilts  and  other  purposes,  to  the  amoam  ftf  about 
$40,000.  Mr.  Treadwell  assumed  the  payment  of  theee  drafts^ 
and  received  for  the  same  an  aasignnient  trf  certain  amoonts  due 
from  the  City  Bank  of  BuifaK  Canal  Bank  of  Albany,  City  Bank 
of  New  York,  and  from  P»  P.  Kissam,  D.  Ballentme,  Geoi^ 
Carver,  and  Tracy  &  Milier.  The  amount  of  these  amignmenta 
exceeded  the  amount  of  drafts  assumed  by  Mr.  Treadwell,  and 
left  a  balance  to  be  paid  to  the  bank  by  him  of  $5,394  5S. 

It  appeared  that  a  negotiation  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock 
owned  by  said  Romeyt),  was  entered  into  by  Phllo  8.  RawaoiH 
on  die  23d  day  of  November  last,  and  finally  consomjtoated  and 
the  stock  transferred  on  the  28th  of  December  last.  Said  R«w-» 
son  represented  himself  as  the  agent  for  Ai  by  K.  Majmard,  John 
Colter,  Abraham  Van  Camp,  Charles  Barnard,  A.  P.  Carr,  S.  S* 
Phel|»,  and  R.  F.  Field,  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  H.  GWl 
ef  Ohio,  and  the  stock  was  apportioned  among  and  transferred  U> 
those  individuals,  who  still  hold  ihe  same.  In  the  affidavit  c^ 
Theodore  R«»tneyn,  annexed,  marked  No.  1,  and  also  m  the  aw- 
nexed  alBdavit  of  Phik>  S.  Rawson.  marked  No.  2,  will  be  fonnd 
a  more  explicit  statement  of  this  negotiation.  It  appeared  iImI 
said  Rawson  had  correspondence  with,  and  aothority  to  act  for 
the  three  first  individuals  above  named,  but  had  no  eommoniealioaf 
with,  and  no  authority  to  act  for,  the  others.  Their  natnes  were 
famished  to  him  by  said  Maynard  and  Colter.'  From  inquiry,  H 
IB  ascertained  that  the  above  named  Maynard,  who  (s  the  prind* 
pal  stockholder,  and  president  of  the  bank,  is  a  me^  of  tittle  or  do 
reputation,  and  entirety  without  means  to  invest  hr  bank  atocki. 
Uttle  satisfactory  information  as  to  the  other  individnal  stookhoM* 
ers  above  mentioned  could  be  obtained*  and  the  want  c^  know- 
ledge on  this  subject  evinced  by  Mr,  Rawson,  the  agent,  was  such 
as  to  destroy  confidence  both  in  the  men  and  in  their  means  to 
sustahi  a  banking  institution.  It  was  also  stated  by  saM  RatupSOiH 
that  funds  for  the  redemption  of  the  paper  of  the  bank  had  beeti 
promised  by  them,  but  had  not  been  furnished. 

]n  the  arrangement  made  ibr  the  purchase  of  saM  stork,  siikI 
Romeyn  was  to  receive  a  bonus  of  1110,000.  This  sum  Was  pa)4 
to  Mr.  Romeyn  by  Lewis  Godard,  who  received  iherefer  from 
said  Rawson  a  promissory  note  for  that  amount,  ftiroish^  by  saM 
Maynard  and  Coher.  In  this,  as  in  the  former  sale  of  The  sfeek. 
the  purchasers  assumed  the  payment  of  certain  no<^  wbieii  liad 
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%i9m  fvToitbdd  by  llie  Jbrmer  MooJibolders  u>  tbo  buok;*  by  «abffli>' 
tutioir  othMT  paper  in  H8  aiead^ 

IfUfnedUuiy  after  the  traosier  of  said  stock  to  said  KawiMH 
and  othe^  io  wit,  on  the  2dth  December  )ast«  a  ohanj^B  was  madt 
in  the  officers  of  the  bank.  John  Griswold,  P.  S.  Rawson,  Alien 
Stuart  and  Gifbert  Shattuck  were  elected  directors.  The  affidar 
vits  of  these  two  last  named  directors  will  be  foand  annexec^ 
naarked  N6.  3  and  No.  4.    John  Griswold  was  elected  presidenl 

8ro  tern.,  and  Mark  Hopkins  was  chosen  cashier  pro  tern.  Oft 
le  30th  December,  Mark  Hopkins  resigned,  and  nobert  Lock-* 
wood  was  elected  cashier  pro  tern.  On  the  19th  January,  PhiW 
S.  Raw50n  was  elected  cashier  pro  tem.,  in  place  of  Robert 
Lockwood,  resigned.    John  Griswold  resigned  as  presirfont. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  directors,  on  the  28th  December,  pa^ 
to  the  amount  of  $100,000  was  presented  by  P.  S,  Rawsofi,  ao^ 
entered  as  discounted  paper,  and  the  promissory  notes  which  wehS 
put  In  by  said  Rom^yn,  when  he  purchased  in  as  above  itict^- 
tioned,  were  withdrawn  and  given  up  to  him.    A  list  of  the  pa* 

Er  so  received  will  be  found  annexed  to  the  deposition  of  ft  S. 
iwson^  marked  A«  This  paper,  it  appears  by  said  Rawson's 
Statemefnt,  was  received  by  him  in  a  letter  from  said  Maynard 
and  Colter,  and  no  member  of  the  board  of  directors  knew  whether 
tt  was  good  or  not,  nor  indeed  whether  the  pretended  signcn*^  ancl 
endorsei^  had  even  an  existence^  Even  Rawson,  who  praMfflecl 
the  paper,  and  represented  it  to  be  good,  declared  that  he  knev# 
none  of  the  individuals.  Further  inquiry  has  been  madey  mnA 
nothing  can  yet  be  ascertained  to  induce  the  belief  chat  the  papet 
b  o*her  than  worthless. 

In  the  arrangement  between  said  Rawson  and  said  Romeynt 
the  latter  agreed  to  assume  and  pay  certain  time  drafts  upon  se* 
veral  banks  in  the  state  of  New  York,  then  outstanding,  and  upon 
a  part  of  which  he  was  responsible  as  endorser,  to  the  amount  of 
•40,721  18 ;  and  there  was  assigned  to  him  and  put  into  hii 
hands  on  that  account,  certain  discounted  paper  fromi  the  bank,  to 
the  amount  of  810^886  94 

An  order  on  the  Buffalo  city  bank  for  Ypsilanti  notes,  1<M)00  00 
Vncurrent  money,  4,504  0^ 

Notes  of  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  10/)00  00 

■  ■  >  I  iw 
^  Total,  ^Hi^MO  04 

A  tow  of  the  contract  annexed  to  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Romajn^ 
will  exhibit  more  fully  the  terms  of  this  arrangement.  It  is  sltM 
hj  said  Romeyn  that  of  these  drafts,  027,000  have  been  paid,  and 
profhion  made  for  about  010,000  more. 

The  (bllowiog.statemeot  of  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  bapk, 
fiiroislied  on  the  day  of  the  last  examination  of  its  affairs,  Jani^ 
try  23df  by  Robert  Lock  wood}  late  cashier,  corresponds  with  th^ 
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diitries  upon  the  books  of  the  bank.  It  is  bat  jostiee  to  remark 
that  the  Uommissioner  has  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  correet* 
ness  of  Mr.  Lockwood's  entries,  while  the  books  were  under  h» 
charge.    His  affidavit  wilt  be  found  annexed,  marked  No.  & 

LIABUJTIES. 

•100,000  00 

4,022  99 

278  29 

26  88 

82,412  00 

78,288  00 


Capital  stock. 
Profit  and  loss, 
I)iscounts  received^ 
Exchange  account, 
Office  notes  in  circulationr 
on  hand. 


Individual  deposites. 

Bank  of  Michigan, 

City  Bank  of  Buffitlo^ 

Commercial  Bank  of  Erie, 

Micbi^n  State  Bank, 

p.  S.  Hawson,  agent. 

Bank  of  Buffalo,  drafis  on  time,. 


RESOURCEa 


Bank  fund. 
Expense  aocoun!. 
Discounted  bills. 
Real  estate. 
Bank  of  Superior^ 

**        Manchester, 

**        Central  New  York,. 

•*        Detroit  City, 

•*        Huron  River, 

"        Oswego, 

•*        Steiihen  County,. 
Buf&k), 
Straban  &  Scott, 
T.  Treadwelk  in  trusts 
h  Griswoldy  agent, 
H*  Stevens,  Bufialo> 
Office  notes, 
Foreiganoles, 
Specie, 
Items, 


By  reference  to  !he  above  statement,  there  will  be  found  ^tnov 
ihe  liabilities  an  item  in  the  name  df  Philo  S.  Rawson,  agent,  ^ 
#17^6  84.    This  entry  exhibits  a  balance  of  credit  to  said 


5,311  71 

19  75 

5  19 

2  50 

255  59 

17,286  84 

9.199  42 

•297,109  16 

•464  38 

1,049  78 

157,505  18 

7,769  63 

190  50 

320  00 

5,000  00 

403  00 

8,000  00 

7,796  00 

8,642  30 

283  00 

2,000  00 

5^4  58 

500  00 

2,500  00 

78,28800 

1,152  00 

181  70 

14,729  21 

•297,109  16 
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lUwsoB  of  two  drafts  furoiibed  by  bim  to  the  baak,  one  for  tta^* 
OOOj  on  the  Bank  of  Owego,  and  one  of  the  same  amount  on  the 
Steuben  county  bank.  Rawson  presented  to  the  directors  letters 
from  Maynard  and  Colter,  directing  him  to  draw  on  said  banks 
&r  said  amounts,  to  be  used  in  the  business  of  the  Bank  of  YpsH 
lanti ;  and  the  drafts  made  accordingly  were  passed  to  his  credit 
as  agent.  It  will  be  seen  by  refermce  to  the  above  exhibit  of 
the  resources  of  the  bank  that  those  institutions  are  debited  to 
those  amounts,  less  some  small  drafts  that  had  been  made  upon 
them  by  the  Bank  of  Ypstlanti.  Rawson's  drafts  have  been  for- 
warded to  the  drawers,  but  no  return  has  yet  been  received. 
Nothing  from  those  banks  authorizing  him  to  draw  was  exhibited 
by  said  Rawson. 

There  were  found  in  the  bank  two  notes,  signed  by  James  M. 
Graham,  and  endorsed  by  A.  A.  Reid  and  F.  Blake,  dated  De- 
cember Ist,  1838,  for  $10,000  each,  and  a  receipt,  signed  by 
Theodore  Romeyn,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  another  note  of 
the  same  date  and  amount  and  with  the  same  signatures,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  rediscount  of  the  same. 

In  relation  to  the  three  notes  above  fiamed,  it  appeared  that 
Lewis  Godard  presented  said  notes,  tc^ether  with  a  draft  for  f  I,- 
800,  made  by  G.  B.  Harleston  onf  A.  G.  Ogden,  and  accepted  by 
the  latter,  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  and  by  direction  of  John 
Griswoid  and  P.  S.  Rawson,  they  were  discounted  and  re^iarly 
entered  on  the  books  as  discounted  paper.  Bills  of  the  bank  sign- 
ed by  the  new  officers,  given  for  the  amount,  were  handed  to  Mr. 
Rawson,  and  by  him  furnished  to  Licwis  Godard  and  Mark  Hop* 
kins  in  the  city  of  Detroit 

The  affidavit  of  said  Rawson  annexed,  marked  No.  9,  exhibitB 
this  pretended  discount  to  said  Godard  as  in  fact  little  more  than 
an  advance  for  exchange.  The  paper  was  not  even  endorsed  by 
bim,  and  it  is  expressly  declared  that  he  had  no  right  to  use  the 
bills  thus,  furnished  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  obtain  other 
fcmds.  it  is,  however,  certain  that  the  money  was  immediately 
put  into  circulation  at  Monroe,  on  the  Maumee  river,  and  alon^ 
the  lake  shore  in  Ohio,  while  no  funds  were  furnished  to  the  bank 
for  the  same. 

The  above  mentioned  three  notes  against  Graham,  amounting 
to  $90,000,  were  obtained  by  Mason  Converse  of  George  B. 
Harleston,  as  appears  by  said  Harleston's  affidavit  annexed,  mark- 
ed No.  6.  At  the  thne  they  were  furnished  him  they  were  ib 
blank,  and  without  endorsers.  The  signer,  Graham,  had  been 
dead  almost  a  year  previous  to  the  date  of  the  notes,  and  upon  in- 
quiry, no  individuals  can  yet  be  found  in  the  vicinity  bearing  the 
names  of  the  pretended  endorsers.  In  what  manner  the  notes 
were  obtained  of  said  Converse  by  Lewis  Gkxlard  does  not  ap- 
pear*   It  is,  boweveri  asoertmned  that  ft  large  amount  of  tbe  bnls 
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rjeceived  by  Gddard  and  Hopkins  went  ioto  the  hands  of  said  Cm* 
verae,  and  were  used  by  hiin^ 

Bills  of  the  bank  to  the  aniount  of  ;B50,000,  were  signed  by  the 
new  officers  of  the  bank-^Jobn  Griswold,  president,  ^d  R.  Liqok* 
wood)  rashier^  but  a  portion  of  this  ainoMot  was  not  issued  Grom 
the  bank. 

There  was  found  in  the  bank,  at  the  examination  on  Jthe 
23d  ult.,  a  receipt  given  by  John  Greswokl,  dated 
January  4th,  1839,  for  $10,000:  on  this  teceipt  was 
an  endorsement  of  tSilOO*    Balanoe«  tOiOOO 

Receipt  of  John  Griswold,  500 

*♦  P.  S.  Rawson,  &,000 

-  P.  S.  Rawson,  3,000 

««  l\  S.  Rawson,  balaoce,  20^00 


Total  of  exchange  receipts,  $34,400 

..  The  receipt  last  above  mentioned,  on  which  a  balance  of  $30^- 
000  appears  to  be  due,  is  dated  December  30, 1838,  and  wasgiv* 
en  for  $45,000,  to  be  returned  or  aocouoted  for  on  demand.  T\m 
receipt  was  give)  when  the  new  stockholders  went  into  the 
charge  of  the  bank*  Said  Rawson  received  in  bills  of  the  bank 
$30,000,  and  took  up  the  receipt  of  Theodore  Roroeyp,  given  by 
him  as  before  stated  for  $25,000,  giving  his  said  receipt  far  tbo 
tolal  amount  of  $45,000.  It  is,  moreover,  alleged  that  aaid  Ro* 
meyn  soon  after  returned  the  $35j0OO  taken  by  ninH  ^^  Mr.  Raw* 
eon,  and  an  endorsement  of  the  same  was  made  on  the  reoeipi  erf* 
the  latter. 

A  resolution  had  been  previously  passed  by  the  boardf  authpri^* 
iag  said  Rawson  to  destroy  ail  thg*  biUa  of  the  bank  which  should 
oome  kk  with  the  signatures  of  the  jbrmer  officers*  and  Rawsos 
swears  that  he  did  accordingly  destroy  the  biiU  last  above  inea* 
tioned.  No  person  appears  to  have  been  present  when  they  were 
destroyed,  and  the  fact  was  not  mentioned  to  the  actii^  cashier^ 
by  said  Rawson*  until  some  days  afterwards* 

By  the  above  statement  it  appears  that  the  circulation  of  the 
bank,  as  exhibited  by  the  books^  was,  on  the  day  of  its  suspensiooi 
$83,113 ;  but  there  was  out  for  exchange  and  other  purposes,  af 
above  recked,  a  large  amount  of  Lts  billn,  not  included  in  that  sam. 
fVomthe  most  accurate  information  wbicb  could  be  oblaioedy  tbs 
total  amount  of  bills  of  the  bank  executed  and  not  in  bank,  was 
little  less  than  $140,00P«  Some  of  the  receipts  above  mentioned 
are  included  in  the  aJbovc  atatementt  under  tht  designation  of 
-iteaos/ 

At  a  meetiitt  of  the  board  of  directors^  on  the  30th  day  of  D&r 
(Scmber,  a  resoliiUioa  was  adopted^  appointing  ''  Mc.  Griswold  and 
Mr.  Rawson  a  commiUee  to  select  some  proper  person  to  go  to 
CbicagOy  and  there  make  some  arraiigement  ^wnk:h  rafty  be  ia 
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his  discretion  modified  by  cifQurhstfiiices)  for  the  redemption  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  that  the  cashier  be  authorized  to  give 
such  persons  as  may  be  selected,  letters  of  credit  to  treat  with 
the  present  agents  of  the  bank,  (Strahan  &  Scott,)  or  with  any 
other  persbn  in  the  premises.''  In  pursuance  of  this  resokstion, 
John  Griswold  wds  selected  as  such  agent,  and  the  cashfer  gave 
drafts  on  Strahan  A  Scott  for  the  •1^,000  in  their  hands  belongs 
ing  to  the  bank.  By  reference  h>  the  anneted  aflidavit  of  John 
Frink,  marked  No.  7,  it  appears  that  said  Griswold  had  arrived 
In  Chicago  with  a  large  amount  6f  the  bills  6f  the  bank,  and  open- 
ed fln  office  there,  and  that  he  made  an  exchange  of  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  at  par,  for  the  depreciated  paper  of  the 
safety  fund  banks  of  this  state.  But  there  are  no  means  of  ascer- 
ttrintfrg,  as  yet,  whether  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  Strahan  d^ 
Scott  has  been  received  by  him,  or  other  funds  to  the  same 
amount. 

It  is  deemed  unnecessarv  to  go  more  foWy  here  into  n  statement 
ef  the  affairs  and  transactions  of  this^  bank,  or  i\\e  conduct  of  itt 
fiffieers.  For  many  other  facts  relaiive  to  tb6  same,  I  beg  leave 
to  solicit  a  perusal  of  the  annexed  affidavits  and  accompanjrrng  pa*" 
pers.  In  9ome  respects  the  details  of  the  transaction  are  not  so 
fully  disclosed  as  could  be  wished,  nnd  some  things  stated  in  the 
aflMavita  will  be  found,  as  yet,  without  full  explanation.  A  full 
d9ack)8Ure  of  all  the  facts  can  evidently  be  obtained  only  by  con- 
thioed  investigation,  as  many  of  the  transactions  appear  to  have 
been  done  by  men  entirely  Vmknown  hi  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  some  of  their  proceedhigs  took  place  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
own  state. 

An  injunction,  obtained  by  an  mdividual,  was  served  on  the 
bank  on  the  day  when  the  examination  was  made  at  which  the 
flbove  facts  were  disclosed.  As  there  is,  however,  some  reason 
to  believe  that  the  injijinefion  was  obtained  at  the  insti^tion  of  ^ 
fHends  of  the  present  stockholders  in  the  bank,  it  was  deemed  pro- 
per, by  the  Attorney  Greneral,  who  also  attended  the  examination, 
to  file  a  new  bill  in  chancery,  and  to  obtain  additional  process 
against  the  institution,  with  a  view  to  close  op  its  concerns. 

The  ^affidavit  of  John  Griswold  annexed,  marked  No.  7,  has 
been  obtamed  since  the  above  was  written,  and  also  the  affidavit 
of  T.  Romeyn,  marked  No.  8.  There  will .  be  found  in  them, 
Mtements  in  relation  to  the  facts  above  recited,  which  well  de- 
serve the  attention  of  the  legislature.  A  comparison  of  state- 
ments in  the  several  affidavits  exhibits  some  discrepancies  which 
render  it  difficult,  in  some  particulars,  to  ascertain  the  precise  facts 
ia  the  case. 

All  of  which  is  respectfuHy  submitted. 

A.  PBLCH,  Bank  O&mmisrioner. 

BUYc^  nbmmf  9, 18S9. 
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DOCUIHENTS. 
(No.  1.) 

A»  Fetch,  E9q.,  Bank  Commissioner^  4^. 

SuL  :-*-In  accordance  with  your  request*  I  i^all  nowv  as  luo 
cinctly  as  possible,  explain  to  you  the  circumatanoeB  of  my  coo* 
Dexion  with  the  Bank  of  Ypsiiaoti.  It  wili  b^  inore  ooDvenient 
to  do  this  in  the  form  of  an  oidinary  commuoicatioDt  than  in  that 
of  a  formal  affidavit. 

The  first  point  on  which  you  desire  a  full  explanation,  is  the 
subject  of  the  purchase  of  the  stock  by  fxudi  and  the  Ume  and  mode 
of  payment. 

.  The  msyority  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  was  owned  by  T.  Tread- 
well,  Esq.,  its  fornr^er  president,  and  by  Mr.  Horatio  SteveoSf  of 
Bufiak).  The  contract  for  it  was  made  in  September  last*  and 
about  the  30ih  of  that  month  it  was  transferred  on  the  books. 

You  desire  me  to  state  with  particularity,  *'  the  mode  of  trans- 
fer and  payment."  The  bonus  paid  for  the  capital  of  the  bank 
was  a  matter  of  private  contract,  in  which  the  public  certainly 
have  no  interest ;  and,  although  I  have  no  personal  objection  to 
disclose  it^  still,  as  it  affects  the  affairs  of  others,  I  do  not  wisb  to 
■ay  any  thing  about  it. 

Slock  on  which  upwards  of  990fi00  had  been  paid«  waslreai- 
ferred  to  me.  The  old  officers  and  a  majority  of  the  old  dir»^ 
tors,  vacated  their  situations,  new  officers  and  directors  were  cho* 
sen ;  certain  paper  was  ofl^red  by  me  for  discount,  and  approved 
by  the  new  board ;  other  pape^  was  taken  up  and  given  to 
Messrs.  Treadwell  and  Stevens,  in  payment  for  their  stock ;  cer- 
tain moneys  deposited  in  other  banks  and  in  the  hands  of  agents, 
were  transferred  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Treadwell,  wIm>,  incomder* 
ation  of  them,  assumed  the  payment  of  some  bills  that  had  beea 
dcawn  by  the  bank,  and  were  not  yet  matured. 

I  understood  you  to  wish  particular  information  as  to  the  Bft* 
ture  of  the  paper  taken  out  of  the  bank  by  Mr.  Treadwell,  and 
of  that  put  in  by  me.  The  former  I  am  unable  to  answer.  It 
was  undoubtedly  good  paper,  and  such  as  could  have  been  col* 
leeted.  The  paper  put  in  by  me  was,  with  perhaps  a  single  ex- 
eeption,  and  that  of  small  amountt  such  as»  from  the  names  on  it, 
would  have  been  approved  by  any  bank  in  the  state.  A  cona- 
derable  part  of  it  was  actual  business  paper,  owned  by  me  at  the 
tioiek  and  some  of  which  was  afterwards  paid,  and  the  remaining 
portion  of  it  was  obtained  from  my  personal  friends,  by  givii^ 
tbem  counter  security.  My  own  name  was  not  in  the  bank  for  a 
single  dollar,  either  as  maker  or  endorser  of  paper,  and  if  I  re- 
edlect  rightly,  none  of  the  new  director!^  nances. 

The  situation  of  the  bank  at  the  time  of  its  transfer  to  me,  was 
in  round  numbers,  as  follows : — Circulation  about  980,800 ;  due 
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ilepoiitoirst  about  920,000 ;  specie  about  $14,000 ;  notes  of  other 
banks,  and  balances  due  from  them,  about  $8,000.  The  other 
resDorees  of  the  bank  consisted  in  discounted  paper.  I  wish  to 
be  understood  as  giving  these  amounts  merely  from  recollecfioiw 
not  having  the  Statement  on  hand.  They  are,  however,  substan^ 
IJaiiy  correct* 

Tke  above  amount  of  circutation  may  appear  largcf,  but  #||i 
be  understood  from  the  following  fact 

An  agency  of  the  bank  had  be0n  long  established  at  Chicaga 
The  bilh  of  the  bank  transmitted  to  the  agent  thore,  vrere  always 
counted  as  o^Ece  noies  on  kand^  until  advice  was  received  of  Xhek 
drculatioo,  when  they  were  charged  as  such  t  and  the  inoneyil 
received  for  them,  (as  they  were  exchanged  only  for  money,) 
were  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  bank.  At  the  time  of  the  trans- 
fer to  me,  Mr.  Ballantine  had  in  his  hands  about  $30,000,  an  or- 
der for  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Treadwell^  and  of  course  tbsf 
whole  amount  char^  as  bills  in  circulation. 
•  The  amount  of  drafts  assumed  by  Mr.  Treodwell,  was  sfbooi 
$4(VO00.  The  amount  of  money  and  other  assets  pot  in  his 
hands,  exceeded  that  sum  by  about  $6,000,  out  of  which  he  was 
to  be  allowed  for  expenses  and  exchange  in  converting  these 
Items  into  funds  current  at  the  place  Where  the  drafts  so  assumed 
had  been  made  payable,  and  to  account  to  the  bank  for  the  n^. 
matnder.  1  have  now  given  you,  as  nearly  as  I  caui  the  state  ct 
the  bank  at  the  time  of  my  purcfaAse  of  its  stock,  and  of  the  mnM 
ner  in  which  the  transfer  was  completed    For  what  hat  taken 

See  since  then,  the  old  officers  and  stookhdders  ought  ttoiiabt 
d  respoasiUe. 

I  understand  yo\%  to  request  from  me  stn  afdemint  of  the  mu^ 
B6r  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  bank  were  conducted  while  I  rcM 
mataed  connected  with  it. 

At  the  time  of  the  transfer,  Mr.  Fdlett,  the  former  cashiey,(^ 
elmng  to  continue^  Mr.  6.  H.  Tracy  consented  to  actns  casbier» 
but  with  the  understanding  that  it  should  be  temporafiHf,  and 
shortly  afterwards  I  was  ciK>sen  president. 

By  the  arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Treadwell,  the  bWnk  was 
deprived  of  all  her  ca^  resources^  except  the  specie  and  foreicn 
notes  actually  in  the  vaults,  and  small  sums  due  from  other  banks. 
Unfavorabie  rumors  growing  out  of  the  change,  soon  began  to' 
oircniate ;  a  pretty  severe  run  upon  the  bank  here,  and  upon  ka 
agents  at  Chicago^  commenced,  and  was  continued  for  some  time.- 
]  provided  in  Buflblo  $10,000,  and  in  Utica  $15,000,  ami  rvMide 
aa  arrangement  in  Philadelphia  for  $20,000  more,  if  wanted ;  tttid 
the  baak  nstained  herself  completely. 

These  funds  were  advanced  out  of  my  ov^tf  resources,  andf  hf 
my  own  exmiona.    As  Ihey  v»ete  put  'kilty  the  baniiyiief  dMw 
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lor  some  of  the  amoixits  were  given ;  and  this  will  aecomit  for 
the  amouot  of  these  in  existence  until  very  lately. 

An  important  arrengenteot  was  made  by  us  for  the  redemplioB 
flf  our  bHIs  at  Chicago.  A  contract  was  made  with  Strahan  & 
Scott  of  that  place,  by  which  that  house  agreed  to  take  910,000 
of  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  disburse  them.  At  the  end  of  ninetj 
days  they  were  to  return  to  the  Bank  of  Ypsihtnti  that  amount 
in  currency  equal  to  that  of  the  State  bank  of  Illinois,  and  in  the 
mean  time  were  to  redeem  all  notes  of  the  Ypsilanti  bank  that 
might  be  otkred  to  them,  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent  discount,  in 
Illinois  money,  and  to  disburse  them  again  in  the  most  advanta- 
geous way  for  the  bank.  On  the  24ib  of  October,  $10,000  of 
the  notes  were  given  to  them*  under  this  arrangement,  and  in  No- 
Yentbef  an  additional  sam  of  like  anK>unt.  They  were  also  fur- 
nished with  t2,000  of  eastern  funds,  to  aid  them  in  their  redemp* 
tion. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that,  from  advices  feceived  from  them,  from 
time  to  time,  it  appears  that  the  amount  in  their  hands  has  not 
been  decreased.  Of  course  this  atnount  was  not  includoil  in  the 
atatement  of  circulation. 

I  understood  that  you  considered  this  arran^^ennent  objectiona- 
ble. I  am  willing  to  admit  that  it  was  out  of  the  ordinary  trais 
of  business ;  but  you  will  allow  me  respectfully  to  remind  yoooT 
the  state  of  things  at  Chicago.  More  than  half  the  circulation  of 
the  bank  was  in  that  vk^inity,  and,  unless  some  arrangements  had 
been  made  for  its  redemption  there,  it  would  at  once  have  re^ 
turned  to  the  bank.  It  is  evident  that  jome  arrangement  was  reo- 
dercd  absolutely  necessary  by  this  fact :  Mr.  Ballantine,  whe 
before  had  redeemed  the  notes  of  the  bank,  in  Chicago,  was  about 
to  discontinue ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  contract  with  Strahan 
and  Scott  was  as  favorable  as  any  that  could  be  made ;  and  i»- 
deed  not  only  from  its  terms,  but  from  the  high  character  of  that 
house,  and  the  credit  reflected  from  their  undertaking  theageoeyv 
it  promised  unquestionably  ^eat  benefits  to  the  ban£ 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  we  shall  give  in  detail  everjr  ant 
ydome  by  us,  until  our  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  was  com- 
pleted/ The  txx>ks  of  the  bank  will  show  that  the  policy  pursucMl 
was  one  of  contracting  the  circulation  and  general  liabilities  of 
the  bank.  The  deposites  were  reduced  to  almost  nothing,  and 
the  circulation  toabout  two-thirds  of  its  amount  at  the  time  when  we 
assumed  the  management.  Notwithstanding  the  removal  of  the 
state  deposites,  and  the  run  upon  the  bank,  before  alluded  to,  its 
credit  was  Ailly  sustained.  'Every  thing  presented  at  its  counter 
was  redeemed,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  general  satisbction  was 
given. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  comparison  of  the  proportion  between 
the  immediate  liabilities  of  the  bank  and  its  cash  resources  at  the 
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tkneof  lis  puifciiaie  by  iDe«.aad  tho  Kkeproportiop.tl  the  time  of; 
my  sale,  will  demoostrate  Ibe  trutb  of  my  positioo*  that  tbe  po^ 
lacy  pursued  during  the  interval  was  that  of  steady  apd  actual 
cootraction  of  business  and  liabilities. 

Nut  a  diicouni  was  made  during  tbis  time,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  to  a  single  director; — certainly  not  to  myself, .dir. 
rectly  or  indirectly.  All  that  were  made  were  done  with  a  view 
la  accommodate  business  men  and  for  business  purposes.  I  took 
M  money  whaterer  on  my  own  account  from  the  bank,  except' 
when  I  exchanged  other  for  it,  and  even  this  was  specially  depo* 
sited  in  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  not  used  until  after  I  bad  re* 
signed  my  situation  as  director.  All  the  bills  of  the  bank  which 
I  used  were  such  as  I  myself  had  redeemed  when  out  of  the 
state,  and  this  amounted  to  but  a  few  thousand  dollars.  A  num-» 
ber  of  bills  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  935,000,)  were  taken  by 
me  to  the  state  of  New  York  for  certain  |>urposes,  which  were 
afterwards  abandoned,  and  the  whole  of  the  money  returned,  as 
will  hereafter  appear.  The  same  identical  bills  were  returned, 
except  a  package  of  95,000,  which  were  exchanged  in  tbe  City 
bank  of  buffalo  for  another  package  of  the  same  amount,  but  of 
smaller  denominations. 

A  rigid  examination  of  the  books  or  the  bank  will  shew  you 
that  my  statement  of  its.  management,  while  I  had  the  control  of 
it,  is,  in  all  respects,  correct. 

I  come  now,  in  the  course  of  this  statement,  to  another  part  of 
the  matter,  in  which  you  have  requested  a  full  disclosure.  I  re« 
fer  to  the  circumstances  connected  with  my  sale  of  the  stock  of 
the  bank. 

My  object  in  purchasing  the  control  of  tbis  stock  was,  with  a 
view  to  connect  the  bank  with  one  in  the  state  of  New  York.. 
Yourself  will  recollect  the  conversations  had  with  you  on  this 
sotiect.  Arrangements  were  made  to  a  certain  extent,  for  tbis 
parposa»  In  carryii^  out  the  details,  however,  difficulties  arose, 
that  had  not  been  anticipated. 

..  Some  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  objected  to  any;  of  its' 
notes  being  issued,  except  in  the  form  of  regular  discounts»  io^ 
whicti^case  but  a  limited  number  could  be  given  to  any  one  in- 
stttutipn*  from  the  reslrictioop  imposed  by  the  16th  section  of  tb» 
charter  of  the  Bank  oF  Ypsilanti. 

Mr,  Pritchetle,  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners,  supposed  that 
all  the  notes  thus  issued,  should  properly  be  charged  as  circu*- 
lation.  '   , 

Yourself  expressed  very  unfavorable  opinions  on  the  subject  of 
the  policy  of  the  intended  <^9urse» 

I  thereferedetsrmined  to  propose  to  those^  to  whom  a  portion 
of  the  circulation  was  to  have  been  loaned,  either  at  once  to  take 
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the  tank  from  my  handa;,  or  to  neloMe  my  contract  with  thorn 
and  marjtioiied  thm  freely  to  my  friends  in  conversalion. 

On  fhe  dty  on  which  I  expected  to  leave  Detroit,  I  receited  a 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  i 

'<  DetroU,  29d  Abo;,  189& 

2.  jRoifieyn,  Esq* 

Dear  Sir  :-^I  am  requested  by  some  eastern  capitalists  to  pur* 
chase  a  bank,  and  they  referred  me  to  you  for  the  Bank  of  Y  nsi* 
lanti.  Understanding  you  owned  the  controlling  interest  of  toal 
bank*  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  advising  you  on  the  aubjaot 
If  you  want  to  sell,  what  are  vour  terms,  and  what  is  the  condi* 
tion  of  the  bank,  and  what  is  the  amount  of  capital,  4^.  ?  Please 
advise  me  as  soon  as  convenient  and  give  me  a  brief  hilitory  of 
the  (natter,  and  if  vou  wish  to  sell,  and  terms  suit«  I  am  ready  to 

Crchase  in  trust  for  others,  and  the  bank  will  go  into  jresponsibl«i 
nds* 

And  sir,  as  I  am  a  stranger  to  you,  I  have  enclosed  letters  of 
predit  from  gentlemen  that  you  probably  know,  which  you  will 
pieaap  r^tqm  to  me. 

J  am  trulv  yours ;  in  haste, 

P.  S,  RAWSON*" 


On  the  same  day  I  wrote  in  reply  the  following  : 

'^DetroU,  2Sd  Nw^  1888. 

Sir : — Your  letter  of  this  date  is  before  me.  I  am  on  fhe  point 
of  leaving  town,  and  therefore  must  answer  it  briefly. 

I  have  in  my  name  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Yp- 
mhnilf  and  if  other  arrangements  are  not  perfected,  I  am  disposed 
to  transfer  it  to  any  gentleman  who  can  satisfy  me  of  his  disposiv 
ikm  and  ability  to  support  it.  The  capital  paid  m  is  f  100,090, 
of  which  I  control  near  9-lOths.  If  I  sell,  I  want  to  rec^e  teii 
per  cent  premium  on  the  whole  amount  of  stock. 

As  I  am  at  present  in  great  haste,  I  must  beg  ytm  to  excuse 
me  for  not  going  more  into  detail* 

I  my  to  you  frankly  that  I  wiH,  without  reserve,  inqnh^  into 
the  validly  of  the  recommendations  which  you  have  done  me  ^ 
favor  of  enclosing,  and  if  they  are  satisfactory,  and  the  arrange<^ 
foeni  now  on  hand,  (I  refer  to  one  contempkted  with  an  'eastern 
bank,)  be  not  consummated,  I  will  enter  mto  a  negotiation  witl^ 
yoq. 

In  baste,  but  very  respeetfoUy,  ' 

Yonr  obedient  servant, 

T.  ROMBYN." 
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.  At  tUt  Urns  I  did  noC  know  Mr.  Rawtoo,  exoepc  vdty  slightly. 
A  note  of  Mr.  Rawson's^for  some  amount,  had  beeo  put  into  my 
bands  the  day  before  as  collateral^  security  for  an  endorsement, 
hot  I  took  a  guarantee  from  the  person  delivering  it»  and  made 
Tory  slight  inquiries  as  to  Mr.  Rawson,  and  did  not  retain  the 
note  but  a  short  time.  As  to  his  history  and  occupation,  I  knew 
nothing.  The  letters  of  recommendation  which  he  enclosed, 
were  of  a  satisfactory  kind.  I  shall  allude  to  these  more  particu^ 
larfv  hereafter. 

Before  iearing  Detroit,  and  on  the  above  day,  I  saw  Mr.  Raw. 
son,  who  told  me  that  he  was  poor,  but  that  he  had  been  acting 
for  some  time  as  agent  for  some  highly  respectable  men,  who  were 
desirous  of  en^ging  more  extensively  than  they  had  done  in 
western  operations ;  that  he  had  purchased  large  amounts  of  flour 
and  wheat,  and  other  produce  in  Ohio,  and  latterly  in  Michi^^an, 
and  that  he  had  experienced  great  difficulty  from  the  inability 
and  nnwillingness  or  the  banks  to  discount  drafts  for  him ;  that 
some  of  his  friends  and  those  for  whom  he  acted,  had  formed  a 
company,  and  were  desirous  of  concentrating  their  means  in  a 
bank  and  operating  through  it,  and  that  he  could  advance  820,000 
in  caik  towards  sustaining  the  bank  after  paying  for  its  stock.  I 
replied  that  I  would  think  over  the  matter  and  would  write  to 
him  from  Buffido.  Accordingly  I  did  write  from  that  place,  as 
follows : 

''Buffalo,  November  90, 183a 
DbasSib-- 

I  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  since  very  briefly  on  the  subject  of 
selling  the  Ypstlanti  bank. 

I  have  been  for  some  trme  satisfied  that  the  bank  will  not  an* 
swer  the  purposes  of  those  for  whom  it  was  originally  purchased 
by  me,  as  its  circulation  must  be  limited  to  tne  amount  of  its 
capital  stock  paid  in,  and  the  Bank  Commissioner  has  assured  me 
that  any  of  its  notes  loaned  to  other  institutions,  will  be  debited  to 
k  as  circulation.  I  will  make  you  a  proposition,  subject,  howev- 
er, to  the  contingency  of  the  alteration  of  a  contract  with  the  bank 
already  spoken  of. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  paid  in,  is  91 00,- 
600. 

The  circulation  is  about  960,000.  The  bank  is  indebted  to  the 
CTity  bankof  Buffalo  in  the  sum  of  $10,000,  for  which  a  bill  has 
been  drawn  on  New  York ;  collateral  to  this,  the  lilite  amount  of 
notes  of  the  bank  has  been  deposited.  There  is  a  farther  indebt^ 
edoess  to  the  state  of  •10,000,  for  which  a  bill  has  been  drawn  on 
the  Canal  bank  of  Albany. 

There  are  very  small  amounts  due  to  depositors,  and  I  believe 
no  balances  in  favor  of  other  banks. 
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I  will  sell  stock  to  the  amount  of  999,108  36,  and  sunraoder 
the  entire  control  of  the  banL 

For  this,  and  for  nay  services  in  the  premises,  and  the  respon* 
sibility  assumed  by  me,  I  expect  ten  per  cent  more  than  the  par 
of  the  whole  amount  of  stock* 

I  will  assume  the  payment  of  aH  the  drafts  that  may  be  made 
at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  on  receiving  from  the  bank  funds  suA 
ficient  to  cover  them. 

I  will  take  in  payment  all  notes  which  may  have  been  discount* 
ed  by  the  bank  since  I  assumed  the  control  of  it,  and  for  the  re- 
mainder I  will  take  funds  current  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  If  the 
notes  of  the  bank  are  paid  to  me^  I  will  take  care  to  give  them  a 
good  ch'culation. 

I  will  expect  of  you,  that  you  cause  the  old  notes  of  the  bank 
to  be  destroyed,  and  not  re-issued,  as  I  promised  Mr.  Treadwell 
(when  I  purchased  from  him,)  that  this  should  be  the  case.  Sueh 
are  the  leading  outlines  of  the  pri  iciples  on  which  I  am  willing  to 
sell ;  and  if  satisfactory  to  you,  I  think  we  will  have  no  diffit^ty 
on  my  return  in  consummating  a  bargain. 

Yours,  &c. 

THEODORE  ROMEYN." 


Subsequently  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Rawsom  in  effect  as  follows :  (I 
have  not  retained  a  copy  of  this  letter,)  that  he  couM  have  the 
bank  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  as  the  directors 
of  the  institution  in  New- York,  who  had  intended  to  use  its  note^ 
were  willing  to  release  me  from  my  bargain  with  them,  and  did 
not  wish  to  encumber  themselves  with  the  management  of  the 
bank,  and  1  could  not  conclude  an  arrangement  with  their  stock- 
holders as  individuals  for  this  prrpose ;  that  if  he  desired  to  take 
the  bank,  he  must  have  his  own  directors  selected,  and  all  thiws 
prepared  for  a  complete  change,  as  I  would  retain  no  responsibm- 
ty»  and  would  give  full  notice  of  the  change. 

On  my  way  home,  I  received  at  Bufialo  a  line  from  him,  aim* 
ply  stating  that  he  was  entirely  prepared. 

The  only  persons  whose  names  I  recollected  as  having  been 
mentioned  to  me  by  him  as  his  friends  in  this  matter,  were  Mr. 
Maynard  and  Mr.  Gill.  The  former  I  supposed,  and  certainly 
understood,  wad  a  resident  of  Onondaga  county,  New  Yciik;  the 
latter  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  I  inquired  and  was  informed  as  to 
both  of  these,  that  th«y  were  exceedingly  respectable  men* 
From  the  examination  of  Mr.  Rawson  before  you,  it  appeared 
that  Mr.  Maynard  is  a  resident  of  Chenango  county.  Of  this 
gentleman  I  know  nottiing.  My  inquiries  were  as  to  a  different 
person. 
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I  letoroed  home  on  the  d4thda]r  of  December.  On  the  26th  I 
tmtmkned  to  Mr.  Rawion  aod  to  others,  accordtng  to  his  direo- 
tions,  all  my  stock  in  the  bank.  A  serio  for  about  tldfOOO  was 
sot  10  my  possession  at  the  time,  but  as  I  considered  it  ^object  to 
my  control  it  was  assigned  with  the  rest,  with  full  notice  of  the 
fiict  of  its  having  been  subjected  to  a  temporary  hypothecation. 

The  mode  of  transfer  was  as  follows :  the  stock  was  traosfeis 
red  upon  the  books,  and  the  old  officers  and  directors  resigned. 
A  new  board  was  chosen,  who  passed  upon  certain  paper.  Mr. 
Rawson  then  gave  me  in  payment  for  my  stock  an  equal  amount 
of  the  old  discounted  paper  of  the  bank.  I  wish  it  distinctly  uo- 
<ierslood  that  neither  myself)  nor  any  old  director,  examined  the 
•new  paper  offered  for  discount,  or  had  in  any  way  any  thing  to 
-do  with  it. 

You  will  recollect  that  I  had  taken  from  the  bank  t2&000  of 
ks  notes.  These  I  brou|;ht  back  witii  me.  Mr.  Tracy  declined 
to  receive  them,  or  to  give  me  up  my  receipt,  lest  the  matter 
should  be  afterwards  misrepresented.  1  accordingly  gave  them 
to  Mr.  Rawson,  and  not  satisfied  with  taking  up  my  receipt,  I 
took  from  him  an  acknowledgment  of  the  delivery  to  him  of  the 
'Whole  amountf  which  was  exhibited  to  you  and  admitted  by  him. 

At  the  same  time,  or  the  next  day*  the  direetorff  ordered  the 
execution  of  the  agreement  accompanying  this  communicatioo, 
marked  B,  bv  which  I  assumed  the  payment  of  all  the  drafts  of 
the  bank.    This  instrim^ent  speaks  for  itself. 

The  mode  of  transfer  was  thejsame  that  was  adopted  when  I 
(xircbased.  In  both  cases,  the  intention  was  to  leave  all  respoo 
sibiiity  with  the  new  directors. 

Mr.  Rawson  wished  me  to.take  the  premium  on  the  stock  in 
some  paper  which  he  held.  I  objected,  as  not  knowing  the  names. 
He  the0  proposed  that  I  should  take  certain  stocks  of  a  third  per- 
son, and  after  some  tiesitation,  I  acceded  to  this,  and  took  tkem, 
as,  at  the  time,  there  was  a  prospect  ol  converting  them  into  mo- 
ney. 

I  have  now  stated  to  you  with  entire  frankness,  aU  the  circunn 
stances  connected  with  my  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  eontrol^  of 
the  bank,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  into  etkcU 
While  no  one  will  deny  my  legal  right  to  sell  bank  stock  to  any 
person  who  would  pay  me  for  it,  I  am  ready  to  admit  my  ob!i- 
gation  to  the  community  to  see  that  the  control  of  the  institution 
went  into  safe  and  responsible  hands.  I  now  wish  you  lo  refer  to 
the  letters  of  recommendation  which  Mr.  Rawson  brought  to  me, 
(schedule  A.)  You  will  find  them  to  be  from  persons  of  difl^- 
enl  states.  You  wiU  see  that  they  speak  of  him  while  yet  a  youth, 
and  follow  him  down  to  the  present  time,  during  fifteen  successive 
yeai9;  and  that  thev  ail  concur  in  their  tettinM»y  as  to  his  inte- 
grity and  respectability.    The  representations  which  he  gave  of 
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his  backenin  the  business,  were  entirely  satttfactonr;  be  had 
with  him  a  letter  of  credit  for  920,000  of  money,  and  I  submit  to 
you,  under  the  circumstances,  if  1  was  not  entirely  justifiaUe  in 
treating  with  him,  Sinc«  the  transfer,  be  has  exhibited  to  nne  m 
formal  power  of  attorney  from  A.  K.  Maynard,  regularly  execu* 
ted  and  authenticated,  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank,  and  also  of  a  mill. 

I  now  oome  to  speak  of  my  conduct  shice  the  transfer  of  the 
bank. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  Mn  Hopkins  declined  to  act  a«  cash- 
ier. Mr.  R.  Lockwood  had  been  in  the  bank  for  some  time,  and 
I  requested  him  to  stay  until  matters  were  settled,  as  he  was  ae^ 
quainted  with  the  situation  of  the  bank*  and  I  had  full  confidence 
in  his  capacity  and  integrity,  and,  as  my  own  liabilities  on  the 
drafts  of  the  bank  were  large,  I  was  desirous  of  having  some  one 
with  whom  I  was  acquainted  remain  there  temporarily.  He 
agreed  to  stay  for  a  few  days,  and  for  a  few  days  only. 

I  solemnly  declare,  that  from  the  time  of  my  resignation  ma  di- 
rector, on  the  28th  day  of  December,  I  never  intermeddled  with 
the  affairs  of  the  bank,  in  any  way  whatever.  I  kepi  entirdj 
aloof  from  it,  and  know  nothing  of  its  operatiims,  except  as  to  the 
amount  of  its  redemptions,  as  they  were  meotidned  to  me  inckfen* 
tally  by  Mr.  Lockwood  and  others. 

The  day  after  the  assignment  of  the  stock,  I  received  95,000  in 
specie,  which  I  gave  to  the  bank,  and  for  which  I  received  nothing 
but  an  open  credit.  This  specie  was  used  by  the  bank  in  ita  re- 
demptions, and  I  never  received  any  thing  but  ordinary  counCry 
funds  for  it 

I  proposed  to  a  friend  to  take  the  order  on  the  Buffalo  citv 
bank,  for  the  money  there  deposited,  and  disburse  it  wesivrard, 
where  it  would  have  a  good  circulation,  and  pay  the  draft  doe 
that  bank.  He  referred  it  to  his  partner  at  Buftalo.  Before  any 
answer  was  received,  I  wrote  again,  arranging  in  another  qoartar 
for  the  payment  of  the  draft,  which  has  been  taken  up,  and  encio- 
sing  an  order  for  the  bills  deposited  in  the  bank,  as  I  found  that 
sudi  an  increaseof  western  circulation  might  operate  disadvantage^ 
ously.  I  am  advised  that  but  a  part  of  these  have  been  circuhh 
ted ;  the  rest  are  on  my  hands. 

Of  the  other  drafts  assumed  by  me  to  a  large  anKMint,  all,  ex- 
cept  about  $4,000,  have  been  provided  for. 

Of  the  discounted  paper  assigned  to  me  to  pay  these  drafts,  I 
have  only  received  about  one  (Kindred  dollars.  A  small  anKXiBt 
was  taken  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Y|)silanti,  which  are  still  on  nqr 
hands,  and  about  three  hundred  dollars  were  paid  into  the  bank  te^ 
my  credit,  where  it  remains,  being  covered  by  the  injunction. 

Of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  paid  to  me  in  the  notes  of  the  baakr 
{ako  for  the  purpose  of  paying  theM  drafts)  about  eight  IfaoiMiod 
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Mkaei  wtre  piEid  into  ibe  FtB^nmnf  atid  M^chtnies'  boflk  bf  tbk 
city;  As  800D  as  I  UDdertKxKi  that  the  Bank  of  Yprihmti  vh^ 
made  the  otnect  of  suspicioQ  and  remark,  and  that  her  notes  were 
roomed  to  her  counter  constantly  for  redemption*  I  went  to  the 
above  bank  and  withdrew  every  dollar  she  had,  being  about  four 
thousand  ddlars,  which  notes  are  still  in  my  hands. 

I  loaned  to  a  gentleman  of  this  city  five  hundred  dollars,  which' 
were  not  used  by  him,  while  the  bank  was  in  good  credit,  and 
wbicb  I  am  expected  to  take  back. 

Tb  another  I  paid  four  hundred  ddlars^  whidi  Wai  immedittte- 
]y  aeot  borne  to  the  bank,  contrary  to  my  expectatibns,  and  therof 
redeemed. 

To  another  I  loaned  one  thousand  dollars,  bat  ro<)uest6d  htm  not 
to  use  it  immediately,  as  it  might  pr^adice  the  bank.  He  did  so, 
and  the  money  perished  on  his  hands.  Voluntarily  I  ofiered  to' 
return  his  note ;  so  that  this  will  be  my  loss. 

To  another  I  advanced  five  hundred  dollars,  tfnd  the  moment  I 
received  information  of  the  discredit  of  the  paper,  I  wro<e  to  htnv 
a  note  requesting  the  return  of  the  money. 

£xcept  a  very  few  hundred  dollars  disbursed  by  me  in  smalt 
sums,  I  used  none  of  the  money  except  as  above  stated. 

I  challenge  any  individual  to  come  forward  and  say  that  I  have 
been  inetromentaJ  in  extending  the  circulation  of  the  notes  of  the^ 
bank,  except  as  above  stated.  Let  any  man  who  has  received 
them  from  me  answer. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  paid 
to  me,  more  than  (me-lialf  perished  on  my  hands. 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  my  conduct  while  the  bank  was  mak- 
ing its  last  effort. 

Mrj  Lockwood  brought  to  me  a  note  for  ten  thousand  dollars^ 
that  had  been  discounted  at  the  bank,  and  wished  me  to  procure 
its  re-discount.  I  was  satisfied  this  was  impossible,  but  told  him 
I  woufld  make  the  effort.  The  only  thing  which  I  could  do  wa^ 
taexdiaru;e,  temporarily,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  to  the 
amoimtoTfive  thousand  dollars,  for  other  money;  which  I  did/ 
by  pledging  my  own  private  property  and  individual  credit  fef 
the  return  of  the  sum  advanced.  All  this  went  to  the  Bank  of 
Ypsilanti,  and  all  that  I  hold  for  it  is  the  like  amount  of  their  owff 
depreciated  paper,  and  the  ten  thousand  dollar  note  above  men* 
tioined. 

1  also  went  to  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  left  with  her  teller 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  redeem  what  Ypsilanti  money 
Diigfat  be  ofiered  at  her  counter.    This  amotiot  is  also  on  my 

I  w«s  induced  to  make  the  tet  exertions  for  the  bank,  becacm'. 
I  bad  a  direct  interest  in  sustainioff  her  credit,  not  onty  from  my 
recent  connection  with  her,  bat  Kom  the  amount  of  her  money 
45 
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i«  my  hands.  I  did  k  io  good  bMu  urged  to  it  t^  her  affiem 
^  a9Mured  by  lhem>  that  a  hrge  amoUAt  of  Ohio  and  othor 
AnkI^  were  daily  ^peoted.  1  did  it,  after  uoTavorablo  rwm^n 
had  conofs  to  «iy  eor9,  and  agaiost  the  advioe  of  frieoda.  The  r(^ 
suit  of  the  whole  is,  tbat  I  have  never  oirculatod  but  a  mmUI 
amount  of  the  no(e»pf  the  bai.k  ;  that  at  my  oyin  risk,  I  prerented 
tjieif  circulation  in  numerous  instances  thereby  incurring  Idss 
iny«etf ;  and  that  I  have  supplied  her  with  exohaqieea  from  miy 
own  resources,  and  to  my  own  disadvantegD:*  |o  nearly  the  aroouBt 
of  aU  tbat  I  have  used^  If  Uie  notes  of  the  bank  are  worlhleas,  then 
I  am  a  direct  loser  to  ibe  amount  of  thousands  by  my  QoaooQlioQ 
with  her. 

You  have  now  a  statement  of  all  my  oonneotions  with  llie  Bank 
of  Ypsilanti,  and  I  am  sure  tbat  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  aay 
tbiaVit  is  in  every  respect  confirmed  by  alt  the  testimooy,  oral  aniil 
written,  which  has  been  elieiled  on  this  subieot. 

it  only  remains  that  I  speak  of  what  I  hare  said  and  done 
fiMdy  in  this  matter. 

Before  I  assumed  the  control  of  the  hank*  I  menlioiied  loyour*^ 
self  that  I  had  it  in  contemplatioQ,  and  did  the  same  la  Mr. 
Pritchette. 

So  soon  aa  it  had  passed  into  my  handa^  I  wrote  to  yoM»  advi> 
sing  you  of  the  factt  that  I  alone  was  responsible  tbi  it0  wanaf 
■aenW 

I  gave  the  same  information  to  all  the  Detn>it  banks* 

Immediately  upon  my  return,  I  annouoeed  to  all  who  spoke  to 
me  on  the  subject^  my  intention  of  relinquisfaiiig  the  mam^aaieai 
of  the  bank. 

When  I  had  done  so,  I  advised  the  Detroit  banks  of  it«  aad  all 
ikei^ents  and  correspondents  of  the  bank  were  advised  <^itb  and 
«very  thing  was  done  to  give  fuN  publicity  to  the  matter. 

80  soon  as  I  heard  of  ixtfavorable  rumors  ooncerning  the  banl^ 
I  advised  the  Bank  Commissioner  of  them.  Yourself  waa  abseat» 
and  1  spoke  to  Mr.  Belt  and  requested  him  to  go  and  exaoikiaits 
afiairs^  He  declined,  as  it  was  out  of  his  district,  I  weot  mjn 
self  to  the  Attorney  Gei^eral,  and  aaked  him  to  altend«*  Tbo 
examination  was  finally  made  by  you  and  Mr.  Moray.  Youis 
sdf  can  say  whether  1  did  not  do  every  thing  in  my  power  k> 
aki  it. 

Before  concluding  this  communication,  I  wish  to  s^  one  ¥fofd 
about  an  individual  whose  name  has  been  connected  with  tin  Bank 
of  YpsilantL  I  refer  to  Mr.  Lewis  Godard.  While  I  was  inters 
eated  in  the  bank,  Mr.  G.  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  direcUy  or  Hh 
directly.  He  is  interested  in  a  valuable  property  in  the  village  ef 
Ypsilanti,  and  had  just  finished  a  large  flouring  mill.  1  promised 
Mm  all  such  accommodations  as  he  wouM  be  eetilied  to  fiwn  tbt 

*Not  niitH  th»  dny  after  the  bank  stopped  payimnt. 
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nature  of  his  business*  but  lk>thiiig  nmre ;  and  even  this  was  not 

Jraolecl  to  binv.  Except  in  the  Detroit  city  bank,  I  never  heI4  a 
ollar  of  stock  in  any  bank  in  which  he  was  intere^ed  until  a  few 
weeks  ago.  In  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  he  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
has  had  any  interest  Of  his  agency  for  the  bank,  since  t  went 
irom  it,  I  knew  nothing  until  the  matter  was  detailed  to  us  hf 
Mr.  Lockwood  and  Mr.  Rawson* 

I  have  now  given,  as  fully  and  particularly  as  t  could.  It  8t&l6- 
meiit  of  all  affairs  which  connect  me  with  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti. 
Yourself  can  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  they  are  corroborated 
by  every  entry  in  the  books  of  ihe  bank,  and  by  all  collateral  ^nd 
extrinsic  testimony.     They  ffo  to  show, 

1st  That  the  control  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilabti  ^as  puf6h&s^ 
by  me  in  good  faith,  and  in  an  open  and  honorable  manned. 

2d.  That  while  I  held  the  control,  its  affairs  w^fe  conducted 
fairly  and  prudently. 

9d.  That  my  transfer  of  it  was  bona  fide  and  absolute,  and 
justified  by  circumstanpes. 

4th.  That  since  its  transfer,  1  have  been  entirely  disconnected 
with  it,  and  am  in  no  way  responsible  for  its  present  conditibo*     . 

5th.  That  I  have  in  no  manner  aided  in  expandiuK  its  cifcula- 
lion,  but  have  so  managed  for  the  safety  of  the  publiij  atid  the 
benefit  of  the  bank,  as  to  be  myself  a  loser. 

6th.  That  nothing  has  been  done  covertly,  or  undef  the  rose ; 
but  fuH  pubKcity  has  always  been  given  by  me  to  evet^  ttCt  cov^ 
nected  with  it 

?th.  That  I  have  invited  and  dided  the  investigation  of  tkb 
whole  affair. 

Irt  cotaclusioh,  I  have  to  ask  of  you  that  you  will  excuse  itte  fblr 
aeidding  yoti  such  a  long  communication,  and  one  euteringso 
much  into  details.  It  is  due  to  myseir  and  to  the  public  that 
fhiuds,  !f  any,  should  be  traced  home,  And  that  blame  should  i^t^ 
tAch  where  it  belongs. 

THEODORE  ROMBYN.    ' 

StACT  OOP  MlCSUOAN,  J  I-. 

Wal/ne  dounty.      \  ^ 

On  this  dOth  January,  1889,  personally  appeared  beftMi^  tne, 
Theodore  Romeyn,  who  being  duly  sworn,  made  oath,  that  the 
matters  and  things  set  forth  ^  in  the  foregoing  communication  to 
Alpheus  ^elch,  bank  commissioner,  &c.  are  true,  to  the  best  of 
his  kbtmledge  and  belief. 

I-  S.  ROWLAND. 
Not.  Pub.^  W.  C.,Mr 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


3M  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

{JSdiedtde  A.) 

The  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Palnoyra,  certify 
that  they  have  for  some  time  past  been  acquainted  with  Philo 
S.  Rawson,  and  have  n6  hesitation  in  saying,  that  his  character, 
ia  their  opinion,  is  unimpeachable  as  to  integrity,  honesty  and 
good  conduct ;  and  further  certify,  that  he  would  be  perfectly 
competent  to  the  roanagennent  of  a  mercantile  store  in  the  capaci- 
ty of  a  clerk. 

Palmyra,  August  3d,  1823, 
Joel  McCollum,  James  Field, 

Alexander  R.  Tiffany,  P.  Grandin, 

Leonard  Wescott,  Piatt  Williams, 

Israel  J,  Richardson,  L-  Tucker, 

Thomas  Rogers,  2nd,  Seymour  Scovell, 

Caius  C.  Robinson,  N.  W.  Wilcox, 

Tho.  Baldwin,  Alva  Henslee, 

D Rogers,  Kingsley  Miller, 

Js,  William  Wells, 

Giles  Landon, 
Geo.  N.  Williams, 
e}(amined  a  certificate  signed  by  a  large  number 
itable  gentlemen  of  Palmyra,  recommending  Philo 
^  young  man  of  fair  character,  and  in  their  opin- 
to  tl^e  management  of  a  mercantile  store  in  the  ca- 
;  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state,  notwithstand- 
sak  of  his  present  fitness  for  such  a  situation,  not 
irsonally  acquainted  with  his  deportment  or  ac- 
quirements for  the  last  two  ye^ni,  that  said  Philo  was  a  member 
of  ipy  family  from  the  fall  of  1620,  to  the  spring  following ;  and 
that  from  his  then  regularity  of  conduct,  knowlec^  and  his  strict 
mpral  integrity,  I  could  not  anticipate  any  other  character  thaq 
the  highly  respectable  one  given  oi  him  in  said  certificate ;  and  so 
far  as  my  acquaintance  will  warrant,  I  most  cheerfully  join  with 
those  gentlemen  in  their  recommendation. 

DUDLEY  MARVIN. 
.  jlturn^  8, 18d& 


Palmyra,  October  6,  1828. 
I  have  been  particularly  acquainted  with  Philo  S.  Rawsoiv 
for  three  years  past,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  in  his  be- 
half, that  I  have  ever  re^rded  him  as  a  youth  of  strict  integrity, 
ilHhistrious  habits,  and  unoflfendiiw  wanners. 

D.  K.  JONES, 
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1  hive  for  aocne  tkne  been  acquainted  with  the  bearer,  Mr. 
Pbilo  S.  Rawson,  and  have  always  cooaidered  him  a  young  ^n- 
tleman  of  correct  and  honest  principles,  and  entitled  to  the  fullest 
confidence  in  whatever  situation  or  employment  he  may  be  en*- 


'^•i 


le  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Mead  and  Lyon,  of  this 
village,  for  some  considerable  time. 

I  feel  a  pleasure  in  recommending  Mr.  Rawson  to  the  favora- 
ble notice  of  those  among  ^hom  it  may  be  his  lot  to  be  cast 

JOHN  A.  GRANGER. 

Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  April  16,  1828. 

Columbus,  I6th  May,  1838. 
Mr.  Bt% 

Sib:  I  understand  that  you  wish  to  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  character  and  reputation  of  Mr.  P.  S.  Rawson.  Sir,  it 
zffovdB  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  communicate  to  you  my 
highest  opinion  of  Mr.  Rawson.  I  have  known  him  for  many 
years,  and  have  never  known  him  to  deviate  from  the  path  of 
rectitude,  and  can  recommend  him  to  you  both  as  a  moral.  Intel- 
lectual, and  business  man,  and  worthy  the  confidence  of  any'bu- 
mness,  and  presume  that  he  will  fulfil  any  engagement  that  he 
may  make  with  you. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

H.  GILL. 


I  hereby  Certify,  that  I  am  well  acauainted  with  Mr.  P.  S. 
Rawson,  and  can  cheerfully  concur  in  the  above  remarks  of  Mr, 
GUI. 

Yours,  in  haste, 

J.  S.  SHERMAN, 
CUbnim  3«ft  Mag,  1886. 


Lochportf  May  20, 1838. 
I  have  bem  aoqaaioted  with  P.  S.  Rawson  for  several  years 
past    I  have  bad  considerable  dealings  with  him,  and  have  al- 
wavs  found  him  fair  and  honorable. 

I  ooosider  him  a  competent  and  capable  busioess  man,  and  aa 
a  aaletman  in  a  dry  goods  8t(»^  unsurpassed  in  this  vicinity. 

MARK  HOPKINS, 
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Lotiffori^  May  18ift,  ifsa 
I  iMve  been  dcqtiaiiited  with  P.  S.  Rdtvson  for  setetal  jteLtg 
and  have  had  considerable  deal  with  him.    I  have  ever  found 
him,  so  ht  as  my  dealings  with  him  extended,  fair,  honest,  and 
honorable. 

S.  CAVERNO. 


^  Thta  may  eertiry  that  Philo  S.  Rawson  has  been  in  our  em^ 
ploy  as  a  olerk  for  abont  two  years  past,  and  we  consider  him  a 
^oung  man  of  strict  integrity,  industrious  habits,  and  well  calcu- 
lated for  the  mercantile  business ;  and  would  recommend  him  to 
the  favorable  notice  of  those  among  whom  it  may  be  his  lot  to  (all 

HAYWARD  &L  RAWSON. 
Lockport,  April  9th,  1831. 


I 


YpsikmH,  (M.)  June  id,  1836. 

To  whomsoever  it  may  concern : 

This  will  certify  tha^  I  have  been  for  several  yeara  past  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  P.  8*  Rawson,  and  know  him  to  be  a  gentle- 
man of  correct^  industrious  business  habits,  ffood  nooral  character, 
•Iriolly  honest,  and  I  cheerfully  recommend  him  as  every  way 
worthy  of  the  confidence  of  any  business  man. 

MARVIN  MINOR. 

Hartland,  AuguH  2%  1829. 
This  Will  certify  thai  Mr.  P«  S.  Rawson  has  been  in  my  em- 
pby  as  a  clerk  for  some  tin^  past,  and  that  I  consider  him  strictly 
moral,  honest»  and  well  calculated  for  the  mercantile  businessi 

MARVIN  MINOR. 

Sanduiky  C%,  l<Hh  Mtty,  iMd. 
Mr.  Bell 

Sir  :  The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Mr.  Rawson,  requested  from 
me  A  letter  of  credit  lo  you,  which  I  cheerfully  give,  and  I  can 
say,  that  it  aflbrdb  me  the  greatest-pleasure  to  be  able  tocommu- 
fiicate  to  you  my  hiifhe^  opinion  oi  Mr.  Rawiott^  for  I  have  Imi 
many  years  of  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  both  in  busiooM 
for  himself  and  others,  and  have  always  found  him  prompt^  holiest 
and  Mt  in  all  matters  of  deal,  and  would  recommeod  Imd  as  sioh 
to  you  \  ahd  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  fulfil  all  and  any 
en^gements  that  he  may  make  with  you,  and  he  has  many  friends 
wIk>  can  say  and  do  the  same  for  him. 

I  am  truly  vours,  in  haste, 

HORACE  APLIN. 
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Sir;  Tbi»  l^Mf  will  bo  htiiKled  you  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Raw- 
son,  whom  I  have  had  many  years  of  persooai  and  buniness  no^ 
quainianoe  with,  and  it  is  gratifyirtg  to  n>e  to  say,  that  he  possess- 
es a  fund  i^(  inftirmation  of  buiinesa  and  of  men.  and  I  can  say 
that  1  think  Mr.  Rawson  worthy  of  aay  c^fidence  that  may  h^ 
repoaed  in  him  by  you  or  any  other  business  Rien.  A3  a  aale*- 
man  in  a  dry  goods  aWre,  he  standi  hi^h  with  ua,  and,  air,  If  you 
and  Mr.  lUwaoo  do  noi  make  a  bargam,  any  aaajstance  3^00  may 
show  him  in  getting  into  businesa  will  U  gvatefally  raoeivitd  by 
your  old  friend  and  humbla  servant. 


Cwmi^fiem,  IMMarci,  isas. 


LAFFERT  COISON. 


lockpoH,  May  10,  1898. 
Mr.BtIL 

8m :  The  bearer  of  this,  Mr.  P.  S.  Rawson,  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  for  some  years.  He  wishes  a  letter  of  credit  from 
me  to  you.  It  is  truly  gratifying  to  me  to  say  that  I  think  him 
worthy  the  confidence  and  credit  of  any  man.  I  think  him  a 
man  of  correct  business  habita  and  industry,  atid  believe  that  he 
will  fulfil  any  en^gements  that  he  may  make  with  you  or  any 
other  man.  He  is  well  known  and  mQch  lespected  by  all  who 
know  him  personally.  I  have  never  knowq  him  to  deviate  from 
the  path  of  rectitude  and  morality. 

I  am  truly,  your  humble  serv*t, 

D.  M.  THOM, 
I  concur  with  Mr.  Thorn  in  his  statement  above,  in  behalf  c^ 
Mr,  p.  8.  Rawson,  and  would  recommend  him  to  the  attention  of 
business  men  or  any  nmn  in  tbQ  community,  which  he  may  think 
proper  to  locate  hiwaelt 

JUSTUS  DOBBIN, 
JUckpart,  IQtA  May.  1888. 

(Schedule  B.) 
Articles  of  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  29th  day  of  Da* 
cember.  A*  D.  1838,  between  the  President,  Directors  and  Cona« 

Kny  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  pf  the  one  part,  and  Theo(fa>r« 
Mneyn,  of  the  other  part 
Whereas,  the  said  bank  has  dnawn  the  bills  or  drafU  specified 
apd  set  forth  in  schedule  A,  hereunto  annexed : 

And  whereas,  on  most  of  these  drafts  said  Romeyn  is  an  en« 
dorser,  and  therefore  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  and  hai 
actually  made  arrangements  and  advances  for  that  purpose : 
Now  thii  agreement  witnesseth,  that  in  pursuance  of  the  iii>- 
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derstanding  between  thete  parties,  the  said  Komeyn  b  to  pay 
said  drafts  at  maturity,  and  indemnify  and  save  harmless  the  m&d 
bank  against  the  same. 

In  order  to  compensate  said  Romcvn  for  his  advances  and  re- 
sponsibilities^ the  said  president,  directors  and  company  do  hereby 
assign,  transfer  and  set  over  to  him  the  notes,  accounts,  receipts, 
mooevs  and  other  choses  in  action,  specified  and  set  forth  in  sclie* 
dale  B,  hereunto  annexed,  with  just  ri^ht  and  full  power  to  <Soii- 
¥ert  or  sell  the  same,  and  appropriate  the  proceeds  at  his  pleasure^ 
he  being  alone  liable  for  the  payment  of  said  drafts. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  pfesideoV 
directors  and  com  pany,  have  caused  these  pre- 
[Bank  Sxal.]  sents  to  be  executed  by  affixing  thereto  the 
seal  of  said  bapk.  And  the  said  Romevn 
hath  executed  the  same  by  fixing  thereto  m 
hand  and  seal.    By  order  of  the  Board. 

R.  LOCK  WOOD,  Cashier, 
T.  ROMEYN,  [L.  •-) 


(No.  9.) 

StAT^  Ot   MiClttdAN,  ) 

County  of  Washtenaw,  y 

Philo.  S.  Rawson,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  says,  that  h^  is  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsiladti,  and  on  Saturday  last,  was  ap* 
pointed  by  the  board  of  directors  aishier  pro  tern. 

Deponent  saith  that  he  became  a  stockholder  in  said  hank  on 
the  !^th  day  of  last  December,  and  has  also  since  that  time  acted 
as  the  agent  of  A.  K.  Maynnrd,  John  Colter,  Charles  Barnard^ 
A.  F.  Carr,  S.  S.  Phelps,  R.  F.  Field,  Abram  Van  Camp,  and 
H.  Gill,  who  are  also  stockholders.  Deponent  purchased  the 
stock  -held  by  the  individuals  above  narped,  on  the  day  above  men- 
tioned, of  Theodore  Romeyn.  The  above  mentioned  individuals 
now  own  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  bank.  The  object  of 
purchasing  the  controlling  stock  of  the  bank  was  to  obtain  facili- 
ties in  the  purchase  of  wheat,  and  in  the  provision  business.  The 
pui*chase  was  made  by  deponent  as  the  agent  of  the  above  named 
individuals.  Deponent  had  had  correspondence  with  some  of 
these  individuals  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  a  Michi* 
ffan  bank,  without  naming  any  particular  bank.  A  bonus  of  ten 
mousnnd  dollars  was  paid  to  Mr.  Romeyn  by  deponent,  which, 
added  to  the  amount  paid  in  on  the  stock  so  transferred,  made  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Romeyn.  For  the  purpose  of  paving;  the  amount,  deponent  re- 
ceived promissory  notes,  a  list  of  which  is  hereunto  annexedt 
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iMtked  A.  They  wem  reeehred  by  letter  from  «id  Maytorrf 
flod  Goiter.  When  Mr.  Romevn  made  the  ti^ansfer  of  the  stock, 
new  directors  were  chosen  and  sworn  into  oS&ce*  The  notet 
mendoned  in  the  list  annexed*  were  presented  to  the  new  bi;ard> 
who  ordered  them  to  be  reoerVed  and  substituted  instead  of  other 
fnper  then  in  the  bank.  This  was  done,  and  the  paper  ^  re- 
oeived  wHs  given  up  by  deponent  to  said  Romeyn,  for  the  amount 
of  DtoeFty^ight  thousand  dollars  aforesaid.  The  bonus  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  was  paid  by  giving  a  note  to  a  third  person/ 
wbor  in  considerattoR  of  the  sacne,  paid  the  amoont  ta  Mr.  Rck 
neyn. 

Depoomt  also  had  directions  by  tetter  from  Mitynard  A  CdlJ 
ler,  to  draw  m  the  Owego  bank  and  the  Steoben  bank  for  twenty 
AoiMuid  doilai^,  and  after  the  purchase  of  the  bank  stock  tk 
above  recited,  he  made  drafts  to  that  amoont  and  deposited  ttfeitt 
in  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti.  They  were  passed  to  ckponenf  s  dfedit 
MS  agent  for  the  stockholders. 

Deponent  does^rtot  know  the  signers  of  the  paper  mentioned  iir 
the  annexed  schedule,  hot  was  informed  by  Messi^  Colter  and 
Maymard  thHt  they  were  responsible  va&n,  and  the  paper  good. 
None  of  the  directors  who  albwed  tte  paper  to  be  sobstitnted  ai^ 
above  mentioned,  knew  the  signers  o¥  endot^rs. 

Deponem  says  that  he  Mras  made  a  direcfor  of  said  iMA  oft 
the  28th  day  of  December  last»  A  trote  was  passed  by  the  di- 
rtdors,  that  the  old  paper  or  the  bank  returned  from  circdationf 
abooM  be  destroyed*  and  new  notes  executed  to  supply  thei/ 
pbce^ 

BfHato  tfie  amoont  of  625,000  were  destroyed  b^  thftdepei^ 
neat,  under  the  order  of  the  board,  and  new  notes  of  the  bankiei 
the  MioofK  of  fifty  thousand  dotlars  were  eteeuted,  being  signeidP 
by  R.  Lockwood,  as  cashier,  and  by  John  Griswold,  ais  presideML* 
Gif  the  bills  thus  signed,  thirty  thousand  dfiilars  or  more  were  is* 
saed  from  the  banb  Ten  thousand  dollars  were  received  by  John* 
Griswold  for  exchange  purposes*  There  wvts  also  paid  oat  e«r 
discfiunted  paper,  as  follows : 

Three  notes  signed  James  M.  GrrahiU)  endorsed  by 
A.  \.  Reed  and  P.  BInke,  MiOkOOQr 

Georgia  &  Harh»ton's  draft,  accepted  bv  A.  O. 
Ogden,  IfBStr 

A  short  time  before  the  above  mentioned  notes  were  di^ounf* 
ed,  tUs  deponent  appKed  to  Mark  Hopkins  and  LewiaGodatdlo 
see  if  some  arrangc^ment  oouFd  be  maito  by  advattchig  bjfls  of 
this  bank,  ta  obtain  the  means  of  redeeming  stich  of  its  circula-^ 
tion  as  Might  be  brought  in.  Hopkins  and  GKidard  went  the  next 
day  to  Toledo  and  Maumee  to  make  an  arrangement  for  that 
purpoee.  Thev  returned  with  the  paper  above  mentioned,  and 
said  that  they  had  made  an  arrangement,  and  thai  if  the  bank 
46 
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would  dilcoQDt  tbe^  paper  above  onentioDed,  the  bilk  of  the  Btah 
of  Ypsilanti  issued  for  that  purpose,  would  be  protected  aod  kept 
in  circulation  in  Ohi<i^  and  that  this  bauk  would  iinnnediately  be 
furoished  with  Ohio  and  eastern  funds  and  specie  to  one- half  the 
amount  The  notes  for  discount  were  left  at  the  bank  by  Mr* 
Godard  or  Mr.  Griswold.  The  amount,  less  the  discount,  in  bills  of 
the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  was  taken  by  deponent  into  Detroit  and  de* 
livered  to  said  Hopkins  and  Godard,  on  the  9th  inst.  They  were 
to  go  (0  Toledo  aod  Maumee,  and  return  with  funds  as  above 
meotioned.  They  have  not  yet  returned,  having  been  detained^ 
as  deponent  is  informed,  by  the  absence  of  the  perscn  who  was 
to  furnish  the  funds,  and  no  such  funds  have  been  furnished.  The 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  above  mentioned,  were  not  to  be 
put  in  circulation  unless  fiinds  to  hair  the  amonnt  were  received 
as  above  stated.  Deponent  further  says,  that  said  Godard  haa 
not  received  any  bills  of  this  bank,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  de- 
ponent, other  than  above  mentioned^and  that  said  Godard  had  no 
nght  to  use  any  portion  of  the  bills  thus  put  into  hislHUKis. 

Deponent  says  that  he  made  an  arrangement  ab<Mit  the  first  of 
December  last,  with  said  Godard»  by  which  he  paid  throi^  him 
the  bonus  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Romeyn,  the  amount  of 
which  was  paid  to  said  Godard  in  nieans  furnished  by  the  new 
stockholders.  This  arrangement  was  first  proposed  to  Mr.  Ro- 
meyn, and  carried  into  efiect  about  the  last  of  December. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  on  the  29th  dav  of  December  last, 
he  received  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  bills  of  the  bank,  and  gave 
a  receipt  for  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  including  therein  a  re- 
oeipt  for  bills  of  the  bank  of  twenty  five  thousaikl  dollars,  given 
previously  by  Mr.  Romeyn.  This  amount  has  since  been  re* 
turned  by  Mr.  Romeyn  and  endorsed  on  deponent's  recdpt  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Romeyn  has  no  control  or  direction  of  the  bank,  and  has 
not,  since  the  sale  from  him,  interfered  at  all  in  its  affim.  Said 
sale  from  him  was  bona  fide  and  in  goiid  faith. 

Lewis  Grodard  was  to  be  paid  for  his  services  in  efiecting  the 
arrangement  above  mentioned,  and  was  not  to  have  the  use  of 
any  part  of  the  money. 

Deponent  had  letters  authorizing  him  to  act  as  agent  for  the 
above  named  Maynard,  Van  (^amp  and  Colter,  but  had  ncHhing 
from  the  other  new  stockholders,  authorizing  him  so  to  act,  nor 
bad  they  ever  requested  him  to  buy  the  stock  for  them.  Their 
names*  were  given  deponent  by  said  Maynard  and  Colter. 

R.  S.  RAWSON. 

Siibsoribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  JaDuary^ 

A.D.  leao. 

A.  FEIXH,  Bmk  Commiisigmr. 
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A. 

Signed  J.  W.  Hubbard,  endoried  J.  C.  Munger,  V* 

T.  Scoit,  due  April  13,  tlO.OOO 

Signed  A.  T.  Warreot  endorsed  Ht.  C.  Wanzer,  Or- 

Tin  Harding,  due  April  11,  10,000 

Simed  C*  Williams,  endorsed  James  M.  Lord,  A.  S. 

Doyg,  due  April  15,  10,000 

S^oed  T.  S.  Gage,  endorsed  John  Russell,  Isaac  Yan- 

de'.ip,  due  April  9,  10,000 

Signed  D.  C.  Kingland,  endorsed  0.  W.  Siooe,  M. 

Branson,  due  April  15,  10,000 

Signed  Sikut  Lake>  endorsed  A.  T.  Craig,  Thomas 

6.  Hprankin,  due  April  26,  10^000 

Sigfl^  M.  A.  T.  Schuyler,  endorsed  J.  H.  Kellogg, 

Jas.  E.  DuflT.  due  April  7,  10,000 

Signed  W.  H.  Bond,  endorsed  J.  W.  Wood,  Amos 

Thorhas,  due  April  10,  10,000 

Signed  J.  Underwood,  endorsed  John  Worden,  W.  T. 

Herringtoo,  Hugh  Merritt,  due  May  4,  10,000 

Signed  E^pni.  Marble,  endorsed  A.  T.  GramnuMid,  R 

S.  Banardt  doe  April  7.  10,000 

Dated, 


Statb  of  MicmoAii,    ) 
County  if  Washtenaw,  \ 

Allen  Stewart,  being  dulv  sworn,  says,  that  on  the  evenii^  of 
December  29th,  1S38,  Abel  Godard  called  on  him  at  his  housa» 
and  requested  deponent  toi)ecome  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  Yp- 
silanti.  Mr*  Godard  said  that  he  had  no  interest  in  the  bank,  bait 
was  requested  to  name  some  fit  pe*'8on,  and  wished  deponent  to 
take  the  office.  Deponent  went  to  the  bank,  and  after  having  a 
small  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  him,  was  made  a  director 
and  sworn  into  office. 

Certain  paper,  being  the  same  mentioned  in  schedule  apoe^Lod 
to  P.  S.  Rawson's  affidavit,  was  presented,  but  deponent  knew 
Dothing  of  the  signers,  and  cannot  say  whether  any  definite  action 
in  relation  to  it  was  had  by  the  board. 

Deponent  knew  that  bills  of  the  bank  were  signed  by  the  new 
officers,  but  was  not  told  for  what  purpose.  He  was  also  told  by 
said  Rawson,  that  money  was  to  be  furnished  to  the  Bank  of  Yp* 
silanti  by  exchange  with  the  Bank  of  Wolfsborough^in  N.  Haipp- 
rfure. 

ALLEN  STEWART. 
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Subfcribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of 
January*  in  tto  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and 
Ibirly-qine. 

A.  FELCH,  Bank  Conm»9kmer. 


(N(X  4.) 

dvATB  OF  MicmoAH,    ) 
Ccuniy  of  Wcukkmip,  S 

Gil^pt  Shattuckt  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  says,  that  be  was 
one  of  the  original  subaeribers  to  thp  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsi- 
jBliti,ind  still  holds  the  shares  subscribed  by  him.  That  on  the 
28th  day  of  December  last»  Abel  Godard  dame  to  deponent's 
iKMise  and  requested  him  to  go  to  the  village  of  Ypsilanti,  and 
^aid  that  there  was  to  be  that  day  an  election  of  directors  of  and 
beokf  at  Ypsilanti,  and  requested  deponent  to  receive  the  oflke  of 
director,  and  to  act  in  that  capacity.  Deponent  attended  said 
inteMpg  and  was  elected  a  director  and  sworn  into  office.  Abel 
6od/»rd  w^sin  the  bank  whan  the  meeting  of  directors  was  oi)i«« 
piie4»  but  took  no  part,  and  did  not  appear  by  the  books  to  be  a 
stockholder  in  said  bank. 
,  At  the  meeting  of  directors  above  mentioned,  P.  S.  Rawson 
presented  certain  paper  for  about  $100,000.  The  signers  were 
not  known  to  deponent,  but  upon  the  assurance  that  they  were 
responsible  men,  the  paper  was  approved  and  the  cashier  authori- 
zed to  receive  it,  and  give  up  for  it  certaip  discounted  paper 
then  in  the  bank*  which  had  been  given  by  the  former  stocks 
holders. 

At  the  tin^  deponent  occupied  the  of|$pe  of  directort  it  was  u|h 
4erstood  to  be  for  temporary  purposes. 

Deponent  further  says  that  on  the  21st  instant,  he  inquired  of 
P.  S.  Rawsout  whether  Lewis  or  Abel  Godard  had  any  interest 
in  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti.  Me  repfied  that  he  had  not.  Deponent 
llien  inquired,  wny  Lewis  Godard  took  so  much  interest  in  ma- 
khig  .an  arrangement  to  obtam  exchanges  at  Maumee  and  Tole- 
do f  Said  Rawson  replied^  that  if  Godard  efl^cted  the  arrange 
knent  he  was  to  have  a  part  of  the  proceeds  for  the  purpose  of 
^ytng  wheat.  He  stated  that  he  had  himself  previously  entered 
into  a  negotiation  for  said  exchange,  with'  one  Myers,  and  that 
said  Godard  went  down  to  Toledo  with  the  funds,  and  to  close  the 
arrai^ment ;  that  he  did  not  trust  said  Godard  with  the  fundi 
mtil  he  had  given  security  by  a  certain  note,  amounting,  as  depo- 
nent understood,  to  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Deponent  farther  says,  that  he  was  not  acquainted,  unUl  the  day 
)ie  became  director  of  tjie  bank  as  above  mentioned,  with  Mr. 
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Romajrou  That  wbik  he  has  been  director^flaid  itomayD  hat 
had  no  control  of  said  bank,  and  has  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  de« 
pooeotf  ioteriered  in  aay  manner  in  its  conoerna. 


(No.  6.) 

State  of  Michioan,    ( 
County  €f  WariUeMow,  ]  ^ 

Robert  Lock  wood,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  aays,  that  he  be» 
came  cashier  pro  tern,  of  the  bank  of  Ypstlanti^  on  the  29tfi  or 
80th  of  December  lasti  and  had  charge  of  said  bank  in  that  capa** 
city  from  that  time  until  the  i8th  day  of  January  instant  He 
was  ofl^red  the  office  of  caanior  by  Theodore  Romey  n,  before  the 
transfer  of  the  stock  by  him*  who  was  liable  on  the  paper  of  the 
bank,  and  declined  it.  Mark  Hopkins  was  previously  appomted 
cashier.  Mr.  Hopkins  resigned  as  cashier^  on  the  20th  Dec.  1838t 
at  which  time  deponent  receiTed  the  temporary  appo'ntment 
Fhilo  S.  Rawson  was  appointed  cashier  on  the  J  8th  January  inst 
and  still  holds  the  oflke. 

.  \v  hile  deponent  was  in  charge  as  cashier,  to  wit.  on  the  8th  of 
January  inst.  he  was  told  by  some  one  of  the  directors,  he  thinks 
by  John  Griswoldy  that  a  resolution  had  passed  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, authorising  the  burning  of  the  ndos  of  the  bank  which 
bad  been  returned  from  circulation.  He,  Griswold,  who  was  then 
president  of  the  bank,  also  requested  deponent  as  cashier,  to  sign 
notes  of  the  bttnk  lo  the  amount  of  thirty  thousand  doliars>  and  af« 
lervards  informed  deponent  that  they  had  concluded  to  make  an 
issue  q(  fifty  thousand.  He,  GriswoM,  afterwards  said  they  wani* 
ed  some  Ulls  of  the  bank  for  the  purpose  of  makii^  exchanges. 
Deponent  signed  bills  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  ot  ffity  thousand 
dollars  on  \Se  8th  and  9th  instant  Of  this  amount,  ten  thousand 
dollars  were  paid  to  John  Griswold^  the  president  of  the  bank,  and 
his  receipt^  dated  January  4tfa,  1880,  taken  for  the  same,  of  which 
raoei^  the  folfowing  is  a  copy : 

**  Bakk  of  YpmAifTi, ) 
Jan.  4, 1839.       | 

^  Reoeived  of  R.  Lockwood,  cashier,  ten  thousand  dollars  of 
the  notes  of  said  bank  for  exchange,  and  which  I  promise  to  rsn 
tnm  or  aocooot  for. 

"  J.  GRISWOLD.'' 

The  amount  of  ten  thoosand  dollars  was  delivered  to  said  Grria* 
wdd,  Jan.  4th,  although  the  entry  was  not  made  on  the  book  until 
the  full  amount  ordered  to  be  signed  was  completed  on  the  8th  and 
9tb  inst  This  amount  was  not  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank, 
but  was  oenaidered  as  a  cash  item.    On  this  receipt  is  endorsed 
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the  sam  of  f  S^IOO.    A  further  part  of  laid  new  isiae  was  paid 
out  on  discounted  paper  as  follows : 

James  M.  Graham's  note,  dated  Dec  1, 1838,  at  three  months, 
310,000,  endorsed  A.  A.  Reed  and  F.  Blake, 

James  M.Graham,  note,  dated  Dec  1»  1888,  at  four  mcNiths, 
310,000,  same  endorsement 

James  M.  Graham,  note  dated  Dec  1,  1838,  at  five  months, 
310,000,  same  endorsement 

George  B.  Harleston,  drafi  accepted  by  A.  6.  Ogden,  dated 
Dec.  10, 1838,  at  four  months,  31,300. 

The  paper  above  mentioned  was  presented  to  deponent  bv 
Lewis  Godard,  who  came  to  the  bank  on  the  10th  Jaiiuary  wim 
John  Griswold  and  Philo  S.  Rawson.  Mr.  Griswold  and  Mr. 
Rawson  gave  directions  to  deponent  to  discount  the  above  paper, 
and  said  the  money  was  to  be  made  use  offer  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing fimds  to  aid  die  bank  until  the  new  stockholders  came  on  with 
funds.  The  money  on  the  discounted  paper,  after  deducting  the 
discount,  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Rawson.  Deponent  does  not  know 
that  Mr.  Godard  has  any  interest  in  the  bank.  There  has  been 
redeemed  within  the  last  two  weeks  about  thirty  thousand  dollars 
of  the  bills  of  the  bank,  and  the  bank  stopped  payment  on  Friday 
last  An  injunction  was  served  on  the  hEink  on  the  30th  instant 
No  assets  of  the  bank  have  been  sufiered  to  go  out  of  the  bank 
since  that  time,  to  deponent's  knowledge.  The  circulation  as  ex- 
hibited by  the  books,  is  382,413.  There  are  also  in  the  hands  of 
Strahan  &  Scott  of  Chicago,  320,000  in  bills  of  the  bank,  which  de- 
ponent understands  is  still  the  property  of  the  bank.  There  is 
no  minute  on  the  books,  and  deponent  has  seen  no  receipt  There 
is  also  in  the  bank  a  receipt  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz: 

^'  Received  from  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  fortv-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  be  returned  on  demand  or  accounted  for. 

P.  S.  RAWSON. 

YjmUinti,  20tA  December,  1888." 

Tnere  is  an  endorsement  on  this  receipt  of  325,000,  under  date 
of  January  7, 1839.  The  receipt  was  left  by  the  former  cashier 
in  the  bank.  There  is  no  entr\'  of  the  transaction  on  the  books. 
There  is  also  deposited  in  the  City  Bank  of  Buffiilo  33,497,  which 
deponent  understands  is  subject  to  the  order  of  the  bank* 

Deponent  is  not  acquainted  with  any  of  the  new  stockholders 
of  the  bank. 

Deponent  says  that  a  paper  annexed,  marked  B,  exhibits  a  true 
statement  of  the  afiairs  and  condition  of  said  bank  on  the  day  of 
making  the  affidavits,  as  exhibited  by  the  books.  The  amount 
entered  in  said  statement  a^  due  from  the  Bank  of  Ow^o  and  the 
Steuben  county  bank,  are  balances  which  appear  to  be  due  from 
those  institutions.  P.  S.  Rawson  drew  drafts  on  those  banks  for 
320,000,  which  were  charged  to  those  banks  respectively,  and 
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eredited  in  the  books  to  md  Rawson  a6  agent.  Depooaiit  has 
drawn,  as  cashier,  on  said  banks,  for  the  re&mption  of  the  paper 
of  the  bank  of  Ypsilanti,  and  other  purposes.  The  amount  stated 
to  be  duo  from  them  is  the  balance  between  the  original  amount 
and  said  drafts.  Ueponent  knows  nothing  of  the  validity  of  said 
drafts,  excepting  that  Mr.  Rawson  declared  that  they  would  be 
honored. 

Deponent  further  says  that  Mr.  Romeyn  has  not,  to  the  know* 
ledge  of  deponent,  bad  any  interest  in  or  control  of  said  bank  since 
his  connection  with  the  institution. 

ROBERT  LOCKWOOD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  28d  day  of  Jan.  1889* 
A.  FELCH,  Bank  Commusioner. 


(Na  6.) 

Statb  of  Michigaii,  ) 
Wayne  County,     )  "' 

CSeorge  B.  Harlostoo,  being  duly  affirmed,  deposes  and  says, 
that  sdme  time  the  last  of  December  or  the  first  of  January  inst 
Mason  Converse  of'  the  city  of  Monroe,  called  on  affirmant  and 
inquired  if  he  bad  out  some  paper  which  affirmant  could  lend  to 
him  for  a  short  time»  Affirnoant  supposing  that  said  Converse 
wished  said  paper  for  a  short  time  only  and  to  relieve  himself 
(Converse)  in  some  way,  told  him  that  be  had  three  notes  sign^ 
by  James  M.  Graham,  and  that  if  he,  said  Converse,  would  not 
place  them  beyond  his  own  control,  he  would  let  him  have  them 
tor  a  short  tin^.  Said  Converse  pi  omised  this  should  not  be  done, 
but  did  not  explain  to  affirmant  lor  what  purpose  he  wished  said 
notes,  saying  that  he  would  explain  what  he  wanted  them  for  at 
some  other  time. 

Affinnant  then  let  said  Converse  have  the  three  notes  noention-  ^ 
ed  above,  merely  as  a  loan,  without  the  least  compensation,  and 
without  the  least  idea  that  the  notes  were  to  be  placed  in  the 
Bank  of  Yp.  ilanti,  as  affirmant  is  informed  has  been  done. 

Affirmant  lurther  says»  that  some  days  after  the  above  transact 
tion,  affinnant  was  informed  by  said  Converse  that  he  was  com*' 
ing  to  Detroit,  and  affirmant  handed  him  a  draft  (or  thirteen  hun^ 
dred  dollars^  accepted  by  A.  6.  Qurdeo^  cashier  of  the  Phoenix 
bank  in  the  dty  of  New  York,  for  tne  purpose  of  getting  the  said 
draft  cashed  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  Affirmant  sa\  s  that  the  draft 
above  mentioned  was  not  delivered  to  said  Converse  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  obtain  the  money  on  the  san^,  for  his,  affirmant's; 
own  benefit,  and  be  further  says  that  he  dkl  not  obtain  any  mo- 
ney on  the  same' draft  until  the  morning  of  the  27th  inst.,  when 
said  Converse  paid  affinnant  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  ia 
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the  notes  of  die  bank  of  Ypsilantv  signed  by  J.  Qrit#oU,  mi  pM- 
•ideiit  and  R.  Lookwood*  cashier,  and  that  he  has  the  whole  of 
said  amount  now  in  his  possession.  Affirmant  farther  says,  that^ 
said  Converse  at  the  same  time  gave  deponent  one  order  on  Mil- 
lard Earl,  of  Perrysburgh*  Ohio,  for  the  remaining  five  bciodrad 
dollars,  but  affirmant  has  not  yet  received  thn  same* 

And  affirmant  further  says,  that  the  said  Converse  cone  to 
Monroe  on  or  about  the  14th  inst.^  and  before  the  Bank  of  Ypsiianti 
bad  stopped  payment,  and  told  affirmant  that  he  had  the  amount 
of  said  draft  in  the  notes  of  the  Ypsiianti  bank,  but  deoGned  givio^ 
the  san»e  to  deponent  for  the  reas^o,  as  he  alleged,  that  hs  had 
promised  that  the  notes  should  be  circulated  out  of  this  state. 

Affirmant  further  says,  that  he  never  knew  that  the  three  notes 
so  loaned  to  said  Converse  were  to  go  into  the  hands  of  Lewis 
Godard,  or  what  was  to  be  done  with  tbem>  and  that  he  has  re- 
ceived nothing  for  them,  and  that  said  notes  are  still  the  property 
of  affirmant ;  and  affirmant  further  says,  that  there  was  no  en- 
dorsement on  the  notes  when  delivered  to  said  ConvefK,  and  dMt 
James  M.  Graham,  the  signer  of  said  notes,  died  some  time  last 
sprit^ :  and  that  lie  eicpiained  to  said  Converse  the  otatore  of  the 
transaction  between  Graham  and  himself  as  a  reason  why  hm 
wished  said  notes  should  ool  be  placed  beyond  his  own  coalrciL 

GEORGE  a  HARLESTON, 

Subscribed  and  affirmed  this  9dih  day  of  January,  1889,  be^ 
fere  me* 

E.  TAYLOR,  N.  P.  Watym  Co.,  M. 


(Na  7.) 

Stats  OF  MicmoAjf,    ] 
County  of  Washtencao,  \ 

John  Frink»  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  ho  resides  in 
Chicc^o,  in  the  state  ol  Illinois,  and  leQ  that  cNy  on  Saturday  last* 
Tfant  about  ten  days  since,  John  Griswold,  of  the  city  Detroit,  ai^ 
rived  in  Chicago,  and  took  an  office  for  ibe  purpose,  as  he  said,  of 
chrculatmg  and  rcdeeityng  the  biUa  of  the  Oakkwrd  county  bank» 
but  did  not,  to  deponent's  knowledge,  put  any  of  the  bills  of  ibat 
bank  into  circulation.  Deponent  fiirther  says  that  said  Oriswoid 
oarried  with  him,  as  he  is  informed  and  believes*  a  large  amoiuit 
of  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsiianti,  and  that  he  saw  hkn  exchaogar 
with  Eb  A.  Clark,  about  400  dollars  of  the  notes  of  said  bank,  re^ 
oeiving  therefor,  at  par,  depreciated  bHIs  of  sev»*ai  of  the  ^ety 
fund  banks  of  Micbtgui.  Deponent  further  says^  that  Messrs^ 
Strahan  d&  Scott,  who  had  previously  received  ths  bills  of  tlw 
Bank  of  Ypsiianti,  ceased  taking  the  same,  on  Thursday  of  \Ut 
week.    Said  Griswold  stMl  contHwed  to  keep  Uv  office  Si  afoiv' 
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mid  iff  Ctntstgo,  when  deponent  1^,  but  ddi^  imH  kiRm  iiHkrt 
amount  d*  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilaoti  have  been  put  into 
circulation  by  him. 

JOHN  FRINK- 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  February,  1880* 

A.  FBLCH,  Bank  Ctmmisstonef. 


Statb  of  Michigan,  ) 


(No.  8.) 


Wctyne  County, 

John  Griswold  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  Watf  requested 
by  P.  S.  Rawson,  and  as  he  believes,  by  T.  Romeyn,  Esq.,  about 
the  28th  or  29th  of  December  last^  to  go  to  Ypsilanti  and  take  a 
transfer  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  and  become  a  director 
<^f  the  same. 

The  reasons  which  were  ^ven  for  this  request,  were,  that  the 
bank  was  about  to  change  hands,  and  that  there  was  some  bus^ 
ness  to  be  done,  which  required  that  some  new  directors  should  be 
chosen,  to  officiate  for  a  short  time.  Upon  this  request,  deponent 
went  to  Ypsilanti,  stating  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  about 
going  west,  and  should  not  be  able  to  stay  a  long  time.  On  ar- 
rival there,  some  stock  was  transferred  to  deponent,  by  Theodora 
Romeyn,  Esq.,  m  order  to  qualify  hira  for  a  director,  but  no  con- 
sideration was  paid  for  the  same.  After  receiving  the  transfer 
of  stock,  deponent  w^s  elected  as  a  director,  at  the  same  time  with 
Messrs.  Stewart,  Shattuck,  and  Rawson,  and  was  then  etected 
president  of  the  bank,  it  being  then  understood  that  such  election 
was  but  a  temporary  one,  and  that  deponent  would  continue  in 
office  but  a  short  time. 

Deponent  was  present  at  the  first  sitting  of  the  board ;  at  that 
time  Mr.  P.  S.  Rawson  presented  to  the  board  several  notes  ht 
ten  thousand  dollars  each,  for  discount ;  upon  being  asked  if  the 

Cper  was  good  which  was  presented,  Mr.  Rawson  stated  that  he 
ew  the  makers  and  endorsers,  and  that  it  was  good  papef. 
From  thi3  state  of  facts,  the  board  directed  the  notes  to  be  dis- 
counted, and  h  was  accordingly  done.  Deponent  knew  nothing 
of  fte  maker  or  endorser  of  the  notes,  except  what  was  slated  by 
Rawson.  Deponent  understood  that  paper  then  in  bank,  was  de-* 
Hyered  to  Mr.  Romeyn  in  payment  for  his  stock,  and  the  notes  so 
discounted,  were  substituted  in  its  place. 
'  Deponent  further  says,  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  January,  he 
was  cdming  into  Detroit,  and  before  he  left  the  bank,  Mr.  Raw- 
«on  asked  u  he  would  bring  some  money  to  Mr.  Godard  for  the 
purpose  of  bein^  exchanged.  Deponent  replied  in  the  affirma-* 
tive,  npotf  which  Mr.  Rawson,  as  he  believes,  handed  to  him  a 
package,  which  he,  deponent,  supposed  contained  one  thousand 
47 
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<k}lar9  mly,r^pfd  which  he  brought  ioto  Detroit  and  deHveipdt  af 
requested^  and  tpiok  Mr.  Go(}aixi's  rec^'pt,  a  copy  of  whicli  is  heneto 
annexed,  marked  A.  By  reference  to  the  receifit,  written  with  a 
pencil,  however,  it  appeared  that  it  was  given  for  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  and  which  is  the  same  money  fcjr  which  depo- 
nent's receipt  is  now  in  b?ink.  The  whole  package  so  brought 
in  was  in  the  old  notes  of  the  bank.  And  deponent  further 
says,  that  he  never  took  one  doUar  of  the  new  notes  out  of  the 
bank. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  board  o^reqted  the  old  nofes  of 
the  bank  on  hand  to  be  destroyed,  and  appointed  Mr.  Kawsoo  to 
superintend  such  df^structiop  ;  but  he  has  ho  knowledge  that  ftny 
were  actually  burped,  except  what  was  derived  irojai  Mr.  Ra^« 
son,  who  informed  biiu  he  had  burne,fi  some  twenty-fivi^  thousaod 
dollars. 

After  the  board  had  decided  that  the  old  notes  should  t^  burned, 
it  was  resolved  that  some  new  notes  shpuld  be  e^^ecuted,  and 
there  was  accordingly  signed  new  notes  to  the  amount  of  forty 
or  fifty  thousand  dollars,  deponent  as  president,  and  R.  Lockwood 
cashier.     The  new  notes  so  signed,  were  done  expressly  upoo 
condition  that  they  should  be  used  out  of  the  ^tate,  in  Ohio  or 
some  distant  place,  where  they  would  not  soon  return.    On  the 
eighth  or  ninth  day  of  January,  deponpnt  was  prespot  when 
Lewis  Godard  presented  sonie  notes  for  about  thirty  thouaan^ 
dpllars  for  discount    Mr.  Raw^on  stated  that  the  noteaw^regopa* 
and  deponent  consented  that  they  should  he  dispounted,  which 
was  accordingly  dope,  and  the  money ,^  being  all  new  note^  de- 
livered to  Mr.  Rawson  or  Mr.  Godard,  >vith  the  pxpress  under- 
standing that  it  was  to  be  used  for  exchange  out  of  the  stale. 
Deponent  further  says  that  he  started  west  (or  Chi^so^  ^popf 
I  since,  and  at  that  time  be  had  not  to  exceed  the  mim 
(red  dollar^,  in  Ypsilanti  bills,  nonp  of  which  were  ^ne!|if 
^onent,  however,  had  a  draft  on  Strahan  &  ScoU  Ho^ 
KJ  dollars,  which  deponent  presented  to  them^  and  on 
btained  the  sum  of  ten  thousaikd  dodars. 
it  further  says,  that  he  has  excoanged  about,  four  cu* 
id  dollars  of  V  psilanti  iiote^  fpr  the  notea  pf  the  Bank^ 
Brest,  Saline,  and  Macomb  county,  but,  lo  np  inst^^lo^ 
ide  any  suph  exchange  s^nd  takeu  such  notes  at  pavf 
1  has  not  exchanged  or  put  away  note^  bf  tjn^  bc^w  to 
nount  than  is  stated  above. ' 
Dpponent  further  sajs,  that  he  never  considered  hifnsf^lf  aji  the 
permanent  officer  of  the  bank,  and  that  it  wa^  merely  as  a^  iav9r 
to  those  who  were  interested  that  he  accepte4  the  pffice  for  ^ 
time. 

Deponent  fui^her  says,  that  Strahan  &  Scott  coptinued  to  re- 
d^m  t,he  notes  of  the  Ypsilanti  baol^  until  abput  a  y^e^  wee 
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and  that  he  had  induced  them  to  continue  the  redemption  by  de- 
positing with  them  one  thousand  dollars  of  the  notes  of  the  Oak* 
land  county  bank,  as  collateral  security,  on  his  own  responsibi- 
lity. The  nntes  so  deposited,  we're  tlie  property  of  the  Oakland 
county  hanky  and  be  baocckintiabldforiheitansB.  About<th&time 
deponent  left  for  the  west,  he  asked  Mr.  Romeyn  whether  every 
thing  in  regard  to  the  bank  was^  straight  and  in  good  faiih,  to 
which  he  replied  that  h  wds,  and  that  he  considered  it  as  solvent 
as  any  bank  intbe slaie.  DeponerH^  further  say »  that  h^  kciesik 
nothing  t^bout  the  aflairs  of  the  bank,  but  relied  entirely  op,. the 
statement  of  Mr.  Romeyn  and  others,  ^ 

That  the  above  conversation  wit^  Mr.  Romeyn,  occiirred  about 
the  time  of  the  transfer,  and  that  since  then,  he  knows  nothing  of 
any  connection  of  Mr.  Romeyn  with  the  bank.    ... 

J.  GRISWOLD. 

Sub8o#ed  and^sif  (proi.tQ  before  nie,  this  second  day  of  Febru- 
ary, A*  I),|839.: 

A.  FELCH,  Bank  Commissioner. 


A. 

Received  of  John  Griswold,  ten  thousand  dollars  of  the  notep 
of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilinti  for  exchange^  and  to  account  fb^  to  th^ 
ftaiik  of  Ypslhmti. 


L.  GODARD. 


Janntxry  4;  MSOL 

(No;  9.) 


says,  that  he  had  a  conversa- 
;,  and  that  he  stated  that  heu 
m  thousand  dollars  in  ths  bills 
vn  by  the  receipt  of  Mr-  Go; 
;  and  that  he  returned  two 
Ohio  funds,  three  thousand  in 
id  dollars  in  the  notes  of  the 
jefore  the  bank  was  enjoined. 
;iriE6D0RE  ROMEYN. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  this  2d  day  of  February,  1839,  before 
me.  A.  FELCH,  Bank  Com. 
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(No.  23.) 

iSecond  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Geologist. 

Office  of  State  6x01.00191,  > 
J,  Detroit,  Feb.  4,  1839.     \ 

7b  <Ae  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepreienMtwes. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  legislature  the  accom- 
|)anying  reports  and  doquments,  setting  forth  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  in  the  geological  survey  for  the  current  year,  end- 
ing February  3,  1889. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 
*        '  Your  ob't  serv't, 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON, 

SUxteGedc^. 

REPORT,  &a 

Office  of  State  Gboloqist,  \ 
Detroit,  Feb.  4,  ISS9.      \ 

To  the  Hon.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Michigan^ 
In  conformity  with  the  requisitions  of  your  hoimahie  body,  J 
herewith' transmit  such  information,  touching  the  progress  and  ge- 
neral results  of  the  works  placed  under  my  choinge,  as  would  ap- 
pear to  be  called  for  in  an  annual  report ;  reserving  the  great 
mass  of  matter  which  has  been  accumulated,  with  im  view  to 
an  elucidation  of  the  condition  and  resources  of  our  state,  for  a 
final  report. 

Inunediately  upon  the  reception  of  an  act  **  relative  to  the  geo- 
logical survey,"  approved  March  22,  1838, 1  proceeded,  in  con- 
formity with  the  instructions  contained  in  sdid  act,  to  organize  a 
geological  board,  and  to  divide  the  complete  work  in  such'  a  man- 
ner as.  to  constitute  a  geological  and  mineralogicai,  a  zoological, 
a  botanical,  and  a  topographical  department. 
'  ^t  tis  early  a  day  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  heads  of 
each  of  these  departments  took  the  field,  and  continued  their  ar- 
duous duties  until  the  inclemency  of  the  season  compelled  a  sus- 
pension of  labor;  since  which  time  they  have  been  busily  en- 
ffaged  in  arranging  the  great  amount  of  information  which  has 
been  obtained'in  suph  a  manner  that  it  may  eventually  be  made 
available. 

My  individual  labor  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  an  examioa- 
tioD  of  the  coast  of  those  portions  of  our  state  bordering  00  lakes 
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Huron  and  Michi^,  together  with  ao  much  of  the  interior  of 
the  pennisula  as  circumstaDces  would  permit.  I  have  also  devQ* 
ted  a  portion  of  the  past  season  to  a  general  examination  of  some 
oi  the  southern  and  central  counties  of  the  state,  preparatory  to 
the  more  minute  examination  which  has  been  commenced  and 
which  it  is  propcwed  to  renew  with  the  first  opening  of  spring. 

The  geographical  information  respecting  toe  northern  portion 
of  this  peninsula  is  so  imperfectly  underst<x)d  that,  were  it  at  this 
time  desirable,  it  would  be  impossible  to  lay  before  vou  the  mi- 
nute results  of  the  examinations  in  that  portion  of  the  state,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  intelligible,  unless  accompanied  with  com- 
plete new  maps,  which  could  not  be  expected  to  be  forwarded  in 
a  report,  that  at  most,  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  setting  forth, 
in  a  general  manner,  the  progress  of  the  work  placed  under  my 
charge. 

NORTHERN  PART  OF  THE  PENINSULA; 
Topography  and  Gerwrai  Character. 

The  country  under  consideration,  lying  west  of  Saginaw  bay,, 
and  extending  north  frona  townships  10  and  11  north,  to  the  straits 
of  Mackinac,  ha9  been  so  impeifectly  known  to  the  citizens  of 
our  state  that  no  estimate  of  its  value  could  be  made.  No  cir* 
cumstances  have  occurred  to  aid  ip  developing  its  resources,  anc) 
firofn  the  forbidding  character  of  most  of  the  coast,  it  has  very  na- 
turally been  considered  as  a  flat  country,  worthless,  except  for  the 
immense  tracts  of  pine  timber  which  were  supposed  to  exist  in 
k ;  both  of  which  suppositions  are,  to  a  great  extent,  without 
foundation.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  northern  portions  of  the. 
peninsula  are  characterized  bv  a  larger  proportion  of  irreclaima- 
ble marsh  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  southern  counties,  yet  not- 
withstanding this,  many  portions  are  not  inferior  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  state. 

Several  ftreanos  ot  considerable  size  occur  on  the  northern  part 
of  the  peninsula ;  among  the  most  important  of  which  are  the 
Hask^p,  White,  Pere  Marquette,  Manistee  and  Platte  on  the 
west ;  Uheboigan  on  the  north,  and  Thunder  Bay,  Au  Sable,  Pere 
and  Tittabawassa  rivers  on  the  east 

The  Maskego  river,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  streams  enu- 
merated, has  its  principal  source  in  a  group  of  large  inland  lakes 
situated  west  of  the  meridian*  in  about  ranges  8  and  4  west,  and 
towns  22  and  28  north.  These  lakes  are  almost  con)pletely  sur- 
rounded by  nearly  impenetrable  swamps,  covering  a  lar^e  por- 
tion of  the  area  of  from  7  to  8  townships,  the  chief  portions  of 
which  may  safelv  be  said  to  be  utterly  irreclaimable.  Frpm  one 
of  the  principal  lakes  of  the  group  mentioned*  the  Maskego  river 
runs  southwesterly  in  a  line  partially  parallel  with  the  coast  d* 
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Lake  Miehi^n,  receiring  ttutneK)U«C  Wbut^rieit  until  it  fimHy  di^ 
charges  its  waters  into  the  last  mentioned  lake,  in  town  10  norths 
range  17  west.  The  stream  thrcmgh  its  whote  course  is  ex* 
trennely  croaked,  and  its  total  length,  including  its  winding  may 
be  estimated  at  about  two  hundred  miles.  The  waters  descend 
with  SHI  extremely  rapid,  though  for  the  most  part  uniform  ccrr- 
rent,  and  their  depth  is  very  regular.  The  stream  is  capable  of 
being  easily  made  na viable  for  steamboats,  nearly,  if  not  quite,  to 
the  lake  which  forms  its  source.  Large  portions  of  the  lands 
situated  upon  this  stream  aire  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  ag* 
riculture,  and  although  the  great  majority  are  timbered  lands, 
there  is  nevertheless  a  sufficient  amount  of  prairie  to  greatly  fa* 
cilitate  the  settlement  of  the  surrounding  country. 

The  M askego,  like  almost  al^  the  streams  on  the  weitenm  8id» 
of  Lake  Michigan,  first  discharges  its  waters  into  a  small  lake  that 
is  separated  only  by  a  very  slight  distance  from  the  main  lake. 
The  Maskego  ilver  m^y  bfe  said  to  furnish  orte  of  the  best  natural 
'^sireeun'*  harbors  which  is^  found  apon  LaJLe  Michigan. 

The  Tittabawassa  on  the  east,  which  is  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  Saginaw  rivrer,  has  its  source  not  very  far  distant  from  that  ci 
the  Maskego,  and  the  upper  oortidn  of  its  course  is  nearly  paral- 
lel to  the  latter  stream,  the  Aiaskego  being  upon  the  west  side  of 
the  summit,  while  the  Tittabawassa  is  upon  the  eastern  side. 
The  latter  stream,  gradually  curvit^  to  the  east,  dischai|[es  its^ 
waters  through  the  Saginaw  river  into  Saginaw  bay  of  Lake' 
Huron. 

The  Tittabawassa  is  navigable  for  boats  of  licht  draoght  for  a' 
distance  of  from  forty  to  fifty  miles,  above  which  it  is  obstructed' 
by  numerous  rapids  that  will  furnish,  if  properlj^  applied,  an* 
abundancfe  of  hydraulic  power.  The  surrounding  country  is  con- 
siderably elevated,  and  the  banks  of  the  stream  sometimes  rise 
quite  abruptly  to  d  height  of  from  20*  to  40' or  evert  SOTeet.  Pbi*- 
tions  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  are  of  good  quality 
and  well  adapted  to  agriculture  ;  But  othier  portions  occur  where 
the  soil  is  of  a  light  sandy  character  and  will  requine  much  labor' 
to  render  it  productive.  Some  valuable  tracts  of  white  pine  et- 
ist  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tittiibawassa,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
"  een  comnrtunicated  from  Indian  camps; 
;een  upon  the  immediate,  banks  of  the 

der  bay  rivers  are  both  capable  of  be- 
br  lake  shipping,  and  they  are  streami^ 
The  former  may  be  rendered  navi- 
I  am  not  able  to  say.  The  naviga- 
obstructed  near  its  mouth  by  a  series 
ream  being  composed  of  limestone  in 
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The  water  ofi  most  of  tbe  other  streams  enumerafadf  like^  iboqe 
s^lre^dy  meotiooed,  flows  with  a  t)risk  cifrrent  and  sometimes  with 
great  rapidity.  The  beds  of  the  streams  are  chiefly  composed  of 
a  yellow  ^nd,  axid  the  depth  is  remarkably  uniform.  An  abuo- 
daoeq  of  hydraulic  power  will  be  furnishedi^  but  the  sandy  cha- 
racter of  the  soil,  more  particularly  upon  the  eastern  slope,  wil) 
^metjfpe^  render  it  dimcult  to  secure  from  accident .  the  dfuns 
which  may  be  erected. 

The  ^wfry  Mrth  of  the  southern^  boundary  pf  Arenac,  cpvinty 
Md  east  of  i\i^  meridian,,  so  far  as  e^amincd^  is  pp  the  whole  b^ 
ill  adapted  to  the  purposes, of  agriculture,  being  chiefly  compov 
sed  of  sandy  ridges  with  int^rveping  swales,  and  rising  so  gradi^-- 
?l)y  towards  the  cpi^tral  portions  of  the  §tate  as  to  leave  the  cgun- 
fty  extrfirpely  flat.  There,  sgre,  however,  many  valuable  tra<;tf 
of  white  pine»  which  will  s^rv^  to  render  this  portion  of  the  ^tatf 
i^some  impprtanca  Ye||ow  pine^  well  adapted  ^r  light  gp«up% 
{|]^  aboondis.  ^ 

A  large  portion  of  the  iaunediAte  shores  pf  tba  lake  is  co|f{^po6e4 
pfnMMTph, 

Ao  e:iceptig9)  to,  tbe  flatness  of  the  country  exists  in  i^n  eleva- 
te district  comm^fKHn^  in  high  bills  a  Ijttle  south  of  Thupder  Bay 
river  and  stretching  m  a  southwesterly  direction  towards  th?- 
()es^l  of  J^ke  Michigan.  This  rs^Qge,  at  its  commepcetneqt,  is 
usually  kjnpwo  as  the  higfilaods  oif  th^  4"  Sable.  These  bills,  fo)* 
tow  the  line  of  bearing  ^  ttie  rock  formation,  and  np  doubt  e3(teq4 
^^ffm^^y  cpmpkitely  across  the  state,  iormii^  a  portion  of  tW 
i^mmmit  of  the  roc  re  northern  part  of  the  peninsula^ 
.  The  grealer  portiioD  of  the  country,  aJfier  passing  the  suomimI 
yrestoitha  merulianf  i^  of  a  character  totally  diflerent  from  that 
jvM  da^ribed.  From  tbe  site  of  old  Mackinac,  at  the  very  ei<r 
tremi^  qf  tbe  peoinaul^  .soqth  to  the  Manistee  river„  a  direct  di«* 
t^oe  of  abouv  HO  mileiw  the  immediate  shores  pf  the  lake  are,  al- 
most invariably  copsiderably  elevated,  sometimes  rising  abruptly 
Mi  a  height  pf  from  300  tp  40|Q  feet^  The  country,  (more  partictv 
larly  the  northern  portions,)  as  we  proceeded  into  the  interior, 
continues  to  rise,  until  it  attains  an  altitude  probably  quite  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  any  other,  portion  of  the  peninsula.  This  is 
more  particularly  the  oase  in  the  vicinity  of,  and  spulh^^si  from 
Little  and  Grand  Traverse  bays.  Here  the  surface  is  consider- 
aji^ly  broken,  by  elevated  ridges  of  limerock,  which  are,  with- 
out, doubt,  a  Qontinuation,.  of  the  linp  of  bparing  of  the  gr^at  lime- 
stone forniatipA  of  Wisconsin. 

In  proceeding  south  from  Grand  Traverse  bay,  the  interior  of 
the  country  woiJd  appear  to  become  less  elevated,  or  gradually 
to  ifall  away  to  tbe  sovitheast»  while  the  elevation  of  the  coast  is 
increased :  a  cirpumstance  which  will  serve  to  account  for  the 
gemtr^  direction  (^the.  two  pripcipal  streams,  the  Maakego  and 
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Tittabawassa  rirers.  The  eleyated  shores  of  Lake  Michigan, 
which  when  viewed  from  a  distance  hare  the  appearance  of  sand, 
are  found  in  reahty  to  be  composed,  except  in  the  recent  sand 
dunes,  of  alternating  layers  of  a  highly  marly  clay  and  sand. 

The  hilly  limestone  region  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  is 
mostly  heavily  timbered  with  beach  and  maple,  and  although  por- 
tions of  it  are  rather  broken,  it  is  as  a  whole  admirably  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  agriculture. 

After  leaving  the  limestone  district,  in  passing  south,  the  couiv- 
try  becomes  more  variable,  the  soil  sometimes  assuming  a  sandr 
character.  The  face  of  the  country  is  also  eeneraliy  more  tevd, 
although  some  districts  are  considerably  rough. 

This  northern  portion  of  the  peninsula  is  usually  regarded,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  our  state,  as  possess!]^  too  rigorous  a  climate 
to  admit  of  agriculture,  but  this  is  an  error  which  deserves  to  be 
corrected.  The  Ottawa  Indians  residing  on  Little  Traverse  bay, 
and  who  have  somewhat  extensive  cultivated  fields  in  the  elcva* 
ted  limestone  district  of  the  interior,  more  particularly  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  one  of  the  southwestern  forks  of  the  Cheboiffan  river,  in- 
form me  that  their  crops  of  corn  have  not  fail^  wimin  their  re- 
collection  to  yield  largely,  and  certainly  I  never  saw  finer  coro 
than  in  some  pf  their  fields. 

The  soil  of  these  lands  is  strictly  a  ^^uoarm"  one,  and  exposed 
as  it  is  to  the  vivifying  influences  of  the  southern  winds  during 
the  summer,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  productive.  In  this  respect  the 
country  on  the  western  slope  is  precisely  the  opposite  of  that  oa 
the  northerly  and  easterly  slopes,  for  this  latter  district  is  coom 
stantly  subject  to  the  chilling  influence  of  the  northerly  winds 
from  Lake  Superior,  an  influence  which  even  the  most  cursory 
observer  could  hardly  fail  to  notice.  This  difierence  of  circum- 
stances, even  were  the  character  of  the  soil  similar  upon  the  op- 
posite sides  of  the  peninsula,  could  not  fail  materially  to  afiect  the 
value  of  the  lands  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture^  adding  to  the 
value  of  those  of  one  district  while  it  would  detract  from  those  of 
4he  other. 

Soch. 

The  examinations  of  the  past  year,  in  the  northern  and  unset- 
tled portions  of  the  peninsula,  have  been  wholly  of  a  general  cha- 
racter, and  were  made  with  a  view  of  determining,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  precise  points  to  which  the  minute  examinations  can, 
hereafter,  be  directed  with  the  greatest  profit.  These  examina- 
tions cannot  be  completed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  us  to 
delineate  the  geology  of  that  country  upon  our  maps,  until  the 
United  States'  linear  surveys  be  completed.  These  latter  sur- 
veys, which  during  the  past  year  have  been  extended  as  ffir  north 
as  town  twenty- six,  have  nearly  reached  a  portion  of  the  penin- 
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'aola,  whieht  ia  a  geologieal  poiot  of  view,  h  poraessed  of  ihcT 
h^faest  hrtemst  Several  patlios  of  ranreyors  are  now  nearljr 
im  readioesato  commence  the  work  north  oi  the  toWn  nientioned, 
and  we  confidently  hope,  that  during  the  ensuing  year  the  chief 
pert  of  the  attbdivisiona  which  remain  to  be  done,  may  be  coin- 
pleted. 

.  It  18  not  my  iniention,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  minute  de< 
aeription  of  the  order  of  auperpoaition  of  the  rooks,  over  the  larreef 
af«i  of  country  under  oonsideratioo,  nor  would  it  be  possible^ 
were  it  desirsUe,  Ur  present  the  subject  to  j^ou  in  such  a  shapQ  aa 
to  reader  it  intelligible  without  the  aid  of  diagrams.  The  accora^- 
panyiug  descriptions  will,  thereibre,  be  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  those  points  at  which  the  otit-ct Yip  of  rook  occurs  unde^  sudi* 
civcufDstances  that  it  may  be  made  available  ibr  practical  purpo-^ 
sea,  together  with  such  suggestions  as  the  circumstances  may* 
appear  to  warrant. 

The  rocks  of  this  northern  portion  of  the  peninsula  may  b^ 
regarded  as  referable  to  the  great  carboniferous  group  of  ther 
state,  a  position  to  which  their  fossil  contents  is  amply  suflkieM 
to  substantiate  their  claim.  In  this  r^pect  they  coincide  with  the' 
rocks  heretofore  described  as  occupying  the  southern  counti^/ 
neverthelesa,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  as  there  stated,  that  these 
rocks  ooeupy  a  very  different  position  in  the  series.  . 

Tiab  rooks  of  the  district  under  consideration  consist  of  a  suc^ 
oessioD  of  limestone,  wiUi  intervening  shales,  sandstones  and  elayii  f 
and  as  we  appro»^h  the  very  extremity  of  the  peninsula,  the 
lifiiestoDe  is  shattered^  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  ejthibited  by 
the  sandstone  in  the  southern  counties  of  the  state. 

The  line  of  bearing  of  the  members  constituting  this  group  of 
rocks,  not  only  in  the  northern  but  likewise  in  the  southern  por* 
tioD  of  the  peninsula,  is  regularly  northeasterly  and  southweff-' 
teriy,  a  direction  which  it  is  believed  the  rocks  upon  the  opposite 
side  of  Lake  Michigan,  wiH  also,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  be 
fooad  to  pursue.  The  general  characters  of  the  separate  poi*- ' 
tiona  of  the  group  are  preserved,  in  a  remarkably  distinct  man- 
ner, at  great  distances,  and  the  mineral  contents  are  but  little* 
varied. 

My  examinations  would  lead  me  to  infer  that  the  coal  of  the 
central  portions  of  our  state,  and  that  upon  the  Blinois  river,  ia 
enbraced  in  a  rock  which  belongs  to  the  same  portion  of  thef 
great  basin;  a  conclusion' which*  if  borne  out,  will  aid  much  m 
determining  some  important  points,  respecting  the  relation  which* 
the  neighboring  rocks  bear  to  each  other. 

I  am  also  led  to  conclude  that  that  portion  of  the  rock  serieis 

w4iich,  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  embraces  the  ores  o(  lead,  i^ 

idoDfieat  with  a  portion  of  the  rock  formation  which  occurs  in  theT 

neatbaro  favt  di  our  own  states  a  ch-cumstance  which  m&fht 
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htUfyhwe  bem  infeired  from  the  geaMraL  Urn  of  bwci^  of  Ibe 
Tqsk.  Whether  this  exHMi9i<;ui  oT  the|  rook  aba  contmoA  thai  m-^ 
neralf  in  aufficient  quaotitiea  to  h^  of  aoy  practical  vahiOi  renuuna 
yet  to  be  determinecL 

A  flight  glaooe  at  the  map  of  our  state  will  suiBcieiitly  cxplaia 
the  relation  which  Saginaw  bay,  of  Lake  Huron,  holds  to  th» 
line  of  bearing  already  meoti<Hied.  This  greulafm  of  thatkihet 
stretches  in  a.  southwesterly  jdirectiooi  making  a  deep  iodontatioii* 
in  the  peninsula,  and  occupying  a  denuded  space  in.  the  sandt 
stope,  just  at  that  p^nt  where  the,  laiAer  comes  ia  conlocl  wilb 
the  Ijmestonp  of  the  north.  Thus  wlule  the  southerly  portioDft 
of  the  brw  are  oharacterieed  by  the  appearaaoe  of  abrupt^  bolt 
Iqw.  cliflfsof  sandstone*  which  rock  may  be  traced  in  •  southwest 
terlv  direction  completely  across  ihe  peniasuki,  the  opposiie»  ot 
DQf  therly  shore,  is  not  less  marked  by  the  occurrence  (^  lim*^ 
rock,  which  stretches  in  a  like  manner,  southwesteriy  to  LaJce 
MicM^n.  This  limestone  forms  several  of  the  headbods  and 
sipall  islands  of  Saginaw  bay  and  Lake  Huron^  and  also  ocoa^ 
sioaaliy  appeara  in  thp  beds  of  the  atreaatis»  giving  riso  to  capidt 
near  their  places  of  embouchure. 

hi  proceeding  northerly  from  the  naoutk  of  Sagin»w  ri«er^ 
liinesloae  is  first  noticed,  forming  the  very  extremity  of  PoiDt  aa 
.  Grais.  Quarries,  have  been  opened  here,  and  a  nongh*  buiMiiig 
stone  obtained.  It  is  of  compact  slrudure,  tolerably  adapted  to 
resist  the  action  of  the  elements^  aod  being  situated  as  itfis»  in. 
such  a  manner  that  the  stone  may  be  readily  quarri|9d  aixl  trana* 
ported»it  is  a  point  from  which  the  country  in  the  vteinily  of  Sat. 
ginaw  river  may  be  more  economically  supplied,  with  thisohftsaor 
t^  of  stone,  than  from  any.  other,  oy  judicious  selection^  por« 
tions.of  it  may  be  naade  use  of  for  the  manutactureof  lime,  bm 
the  gTMt  mass  is  of  too  siliceous  a  character  to  admit  of  use  for 
that  pprpos^ 

LiBoestone  still  more  siliceous  in  its  composition*  oooora  on  the 
Charity  islands,  w^ere  it  may  be  quarried  to  a  limited  eiteot^aad^ 
w^l  answer  a  good  purpose  for  rough  walls»  The  rock  of  thesfe 
islamisi  for  the  reason  already  stated,  will  scarcely  admit  of  being 
applied  to  use  for  the  manufacture  of  lime.  That  at  Great. Qmik 
rity.  island  contains  large  quaniities  of  imbedded  chert* 

3etw^Qa  Charity  iJands  and  the  southerly  cape  of  Thunder 
bi^,  limeatone  appears  at  short  intervals^  but  at  auch  low  leveb 
(psua)ly,  forming,  the  bed  of  the  lakci)  as  to  be  of  no  pmcticaL 
valoe,^  At  this  latter  point  the  rock  occurs  in  an  abrupt  olifi> 
which  rises  directly  from  the  water,  to  a  height  of  from  tan  to. 
twenty  feetY  and  is  continued  for  the  distance  of  half  a  mikb 

The  limcrock  alternates  with  layers  of  a  fissile  clnv  siatm  tba. 
la^er  of  which  composes  about  two*thirdsof  the  whole«ii<.CMpt 
pifig.  rpck  %ming  thet  face  of  the  €^4    TheiimestOM  aMjfi  w. 
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|,:4nd  poAkM  «f  4t  wdtitd  «tiM»w  tdlefllbly  mA\ 
£irairehitett«ral  pnrpoiet,  bM  m  n  whole,  in  cotMeqdettce  ^f  «ke 
irr^lar  shapes  into  which  the  rock  is  liable  to  sepamte^  it  is  ^ 
inferior  qcmiity*  ^ 

At  a  disUrfoeof  fooielhing  less  than  two  miles,  southeast  froih 
the  diff  just  mentioned^  a  dark  colored  and  highly  bitammoiffi 
«liale  ooeurs,  fermiiig  a  tmali  istind.  This  island,  which,  durkq; 
the  past  season,  in  consequence  of  the  high  watet,  has  been  nearly 
sahm^ged,  is  usually  denominated  Sulphur  island. 

Th»h«tuimnoui  shale,  which  is  seen  to  extend  a  eonsiderabie 
distance  around,  forming  the  bed  of  the  lake,  dips  below  the  llm<^ 
sl«08  just  described,  and  may  be  regarded  as  of  no  great  thick- 
JWBS.  SmaH  speoks  and  nodules  of  trota  pyrites  ane  imbedded  m 
j^  and  M  com|>letely  is  the  whole  mass  saturated  with  bitumen, 
^t  when  thrown  upon  ''the  fire"  it  blazes  freely.  From  this 
<9ii9Dumstano^  it  has*  been  misCaken  for  coal,  and  considerable 
quantities  of  it  were  actually  shipped  to  Detroit,  under  this  4ehl- 
lite  suppositieiK 

LiRMtttone  is  again  seefn  in  ^  bed  of  Thunder  Bky  riTer,  ^% 
M  diataoce  of  about  one  mile  fixim  its  mouth.  Over  the  aut-crvp' 
fin^  edge  of  the  rock  the  waters  descend  in  a  series  of  very 
nriak  rsppids ;  ^and  the  streamf  id  capable  of  furnishing  a  greater 
AmoQtit  of  hydraoitc  powisr,  at  this  point,  than  has  b^n  noticed 
^  «iiy  ^ngte  plaee  tm  Iki^  peninsuku  Were  it  i^ot  that  the  6andy 
nature  of  the  banks  would  render  much  care  necessary  in  order 
Id  tinAe  the  works  secure,  it  might  be  very  cheaply  applied ;  and 
4meunm^y  a»  if  does,  Dear  the  month  of  a  large  stream,  which 
mU  Anrnish  a  iafe^  harbor  for  lake  vessels,  the  great  value  of  dite 
inmenae  pewer,  for  apptication  to  mechanical  purposes,  canncft 
Ihii  to  be  eventuaUy  appreciated. 

Lhnesfone  was  not  observed  at  any  point  upon  Thunder  bcry 
river,  suAdeaitly  elevated,  to  adnnit  of  its  being  quarried. 

Lime  roek  ate)  occars  it  the  northerly  cape  of  Thunder  bay, 
the  Thuader  hay  islands  aod  Middle  islandf  as  also  at  several  in- 
termediate jriaoes  upon  the  ixAst ;  but  it  chteily  occurs  either  foe^ 
iiw  the  wafer  of  the  lake,  or  so  little  elevated  above  it  as  scarcely 
Iptbe  capable  oflMng  turned  to  any  considerable  practicat  ae*> 


Omar  TbuRder  bay  island  i^  composed  of  limestone,  coftmd, 
in  part,  by  a  very  thin  deposite,  chiefly  of  vegetable  matter.  Alt 
iaferior  coarse  huilifiag  stone  may  be  obtained,  in  ooosiderable 
4)Qaii(i|ies,  upon  this  island,  but  it  is  extremety  irregular  in  shape, 
wd  not  of  the  most  durable  character. 

The  aoatheriy  portion  ^  outer  Thunder  bay  islatid  is  compel 
aad  of  a.  shelty  or  sob-tdaty,  sSiicious  lihieatobe,  considerably 
ofaarged  with  bttQaden,.aad  almost  wholly  composed  of  a  ooog^ 
'     of  fpssilB,  the  animal  imtlar  of  which  faM«iida«riM^^^ 
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riae  ta  tbe  bitumioous  cbaractctr  of  the  rock.  It  yommoB  moch 
interest  ip  a  scieotific  point  of  view,  but  is  of  no  value  for  any 
practical  purpoeep. 

Much  of  the  surface  of  Middle  island  is  composed  of  loose 
imasses  of  a  limestone,  \which  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  lime.  Occurring,  as  these  masses  do,  of  a  qoQvenient 
ai^e,  the  labor  of  quarrying  is  saved,  while  the  manufactured  linde 
may  be  safely  and  conveniently  shipped*  The  manu&otare  of 
lime,  for  the  counties  bordering  on  the  lower  rivers,  may  be  safely 
and  economically  carried  on  at  this  point  Several  kilns  have 
already  been  burned  upon  the  isIaiKl. 

Between  Middle  island  and  Forty  mile  point,  limerock  appean, 
At  intervals,  forming  the  bed  of  the  lake.  The  rock  was  not  no- 
ticed, at  any  place,  to  rise  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
although  it  is  of  a  compact  and  icegular  structure,  and  well  adap- 
ted for  practical  use,  its  submerged  situation  will  efieotually  pi^ 
vent  iti^  application  to  any  useftu  purpose. 

Limerock  again  occurs  at  the  straits  of  Mackinac  and  in  tbe 
lyicinity.  It  appears  upon  the  island  of  Mackinac  togetb^  with 
Bois  Blanc,  Hound  and  St.  Martin's  islands,  as  8l«3  upon  the 
por^hern  peninsula,  north  from  Mackinac. 

The  island  of  Mackinac,  which  has  a  circumfo^nce  of  about 
pine  miles,  rises  in  rocky  cliffs,  upon  its  easterly  and  auutheail- 
arly  portions,  very  abruptly,  to  a  height  varying  from  130  to  IfiO 
feet. 

The  site  of  the  present  Fort  Mackinac  ia  elevated  150  feel 
^bove  the  water  ot  the  lake.  Beyond  the  first  elvaliois,  upom 
^ich  the  fort  is  situated,  there  is  a  somewhat  level  plateaa, 
which,  however,  rises  gradually,  until  bv  a  final  andquileabrupl 
ascent,  the  island  attains  its  greatest  elevatioo,  being  ftl9  feet 
This  final  elevation,  which  is  somewhat  conical,  has  a  flat  area  of 
limited  ext^  on  its  very  summit,  upon  which,  during  the  lUe 
war.  Fort  George,  afterwards  called  Fort  Holmes,  was  erected. 
This  beautifully  situated  spot  furnishes  one  of  tbe  fineet  viewa  of 
tbe  surrounding  coast  and  islands  that  oomld  be  coooeived 

Tbe  island  of  Mackinac  is  based  upon  limestone,  with  a  laiy 
superficial  covering  of  soil.  This  soil,  in  consequence  of  thelarge 
amount  of  calcareous  matter  which  enters  into  its  compoatioQ, 
possesses  a  fertili^  that  a  superficial  examiner  would  aeaioely 
ascribe  to  it. 

The  limestone  chiefly  consists  of  an  irregular  assenhlage  of  aa- 
gplc^r  fragments,  united  by  a  tufaceous  cement  These  fragmepit 
usually  appear,  at  first  sight,  to  possest  a  compa<^  structure ;  bat 
a  more  minute  examination  shows  them  to  contain  niMnerouB  mi- 
iMjite  oellules,  sufllciently  large  to  admit  water,  which,  by  the  ao- 
tiop  of  frosts,  sutqects  the  rock  to  rapid  disintegration.  Portiooi 
M  tbr  rookmayiPevertheless,  be  selected  partidty  fir^firom  (Us 
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diffioiil^,^  Aild  which  aie  poesetwcd  of  tofllcient  compttctness  to 
mxier  tbeni  of  Taluo  •as  a  coarse  boildii^  stone. 

Horostone,  striped  jasper,  imperfect  hog- tooth  spar,  calcareous 
0par  and  fluor  spar  occur  imbedded  in  the  rock,  although  the  lat- 
ter is  of  very  rare  occurrence. 

Limestooet  of  a  similar  characten  constitutes  the  chief  portion 
cS  Rooni  island  t  but  here  the  rock  is  more  compact,  and  will 
prove  less  subject  to  disinlegralion  than  that  before  mentioned.  It 
will  answer  a  good  purpose  as  a  coarse  building  stone« 

A  range  of  somewhat  elevated  hitls,  of  limerock,  occurs  upon 
the  main  land,  northwesterly  from  Mackinac,  commencing  a  short 
distance  mland.  One  of  these  bills,  known  as  the  *'  Sitting  Rab^ 
bit,"  presents  an  abrupt- cTiff,  destituto  of  vegetation  upon  its  south- 
erly side.  This  rock  is,  without  doubt,  identical,  in  geotogioal  po- 
ailion,  with  that  upon  the  islands  last  mentioned. 

The  k>w  group  known  as  4be  St  Martinis  islands  are  also  com- 
pesed  of  a  similar  limestone. 

'  The  sbaUered  and  deranged  condition  of  the  rock  upon  the  isl- 
and of  MackinaCf  and  its  vicinityf  gives  the  whole  mass  a  pecu- 
liarly complicated  structure,  and  has  led  to  what  is  conceived  to 
be  an  error  respecting  it.  Thus  the  rock  has  been  described  as 
a  congtooMrate,  destitute  of  stratification*  a  conclusion  which 
would  appear  to  have  been  drawn  without  a  proper  consideration 
oi  the  facts  connected  with  the  subject.  That  the  fragmentary 
juasses,  composing  the  maiq  portions  of  the  rock,  have  not  been 
•tituispioi^^  is  ooM>luiively  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  most  deli*- 
cftte  anffles  are  preserved^  a  circumstance  which  could  not  have 
taken  place  had  they  been  subjected  to  the  action  of  water,  before 
being  cemented.  A  careful  examinadon  has  shown  that  portions 
of  the  rock  still  refioain,  in  which  the  relative  position  of  the  origi- 
nal lines  of  stratification  are  preserved  for  an  extent  of  sevend 
rods ;  and  on  Round  island  the  line  of  stratification  was  traced  for 
a  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile. 

The. rook  ia  ifue^tiod,  do  doubt  occupies  very  nearly  its  odgi- 
nal  relative  situation,  and  its  present  condition  may  be  ascribed  to 
an  uplift  of  the  strata,  subseouent  to  the  complete  induration  of  the 
loek ;  a  oaose  whbh  is  amply  sufficient  to  account  for  the  present 
appeaiances.  The  fragments  thus  separated  have  been  imper* 
iectly  cement^  by  the  gradual  infikration  of  calcareous  matter, 
thus  re*iiniting  the  complete  mass.. 

his  weH  known  that  portions  of  the  sandstone,  in  the  southern 
counties  of  the  state,  are  shattered  in  a  similar  manner ;  but  in 
ib»  instance  the  fragments  have  not  been  re^united. 

The  oU  red  samStomf  over  a  lar^  area,  in  the  vkinity  of  the 
Porcupine  flBopiotains  of  F^e  Superior^  has  been  similarly  distui^ 
bed,  and  the  protruded  trap  rocks»  which  ooeur  in  the  immediate 
wsmtjt  aflbrd  a  soflieieot  explanation  of  the  oaui«s  which  have 
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been  nioit  aetive  in  pv^Mludng  it ;  fiwts  ^idh  lAioOld  Mt  to  itac 
sight  of  in  explaining  the  causes  ^  the  fresent  <toniilion  of  Ae 
Tocks  in  the  vieinit j  of  Maokinac. 

From  the  island  of  Mackinac  to  Little  Traverse  bwf^  rock  4oas 
not  appear  upon  the  immediate  shore  oTlhe  lake^  though  hiNis  ba- 
sed upon  limestone,  si?retch  at  a  ^tistance,  through  t4^  interior. 
These  httis  approach  Tory  near  the  head  of  the  bay  meationed, 
ivhere  they  attain  an  elerati^ai  of  eereraf  hundred  feet ;  and  aa  a 
-whole  they  probably  coaatkute  ^  most  elevaied  amd  r^alar 
<chain  of  hiHs  on  the  peninsnia. 

On  the  easterly  sidci  and  near  the  head  ^  Litlie  Traverse  bay, 
the  litne  rock  cjvpg  out.  It  continm*  for  a  distance  of  oeaitf  a 
tniie,  farminig  an  abropt  cAiflE;  elevated  fmm  lOtoMiast 

Tbis  rock  varjes  ifirom  a  dart  tyjue  and  compact  limestone  to 
that  of  a  greyish  coior  and  Mib-erystallrne  atroctdre.  The  rook 
may  be  easily  quarried,  and  portions  of  it  will  answer  a  toAerabie 
purpose  as  a  building  stone.  But  mtich  of  k  is  of  an  inferier 
<|uality ;  far  the  dark  blue  liniestone  is  aubject  to  break  ifAo  irr^- 
w  (r^ments,  whHe  much  of  the  grey  rook  is  either  too  flaggy^ 
'W  eofltains  so  large  a  proportion  of  argiltioeaQs  matter  iti  its  comi- 
jioshioa  as  to  render  jt  unfit  fdr  use. 

At  a  distance  of  from  two  lo  three  mites  westerly  froas  the  phoe 
>af  out-crop  just  mentioned,  the  rock  again  appears,  In  a  eondmiovs 
clifi;  elevated  from  1 S  to  20  ieet. 

The  incNoation  of  the  rock  is  here  oorthweiterly.  It  continoas 
for  a  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  mMe,  when  it  difabeoeaih 
the  water  of  the  lake*  This  series  of  rocks  no  doubt  overlies  thvt 
last  described. 

The  separate  strata  of  this  cliff  at  its  highest  pcMj  are  repra- 
sented,  m  a  deaeendkig  series,  a«  (oHows:  the  rook  being  of  er- 
kyed  by  about  one  foot  of  soil : 

1.  Sliiceovs  Kfhestone  almoal  partaking  of  fhe  chamcter  of 
sandstone — 9  feet. 

d.  A  confosed  nmssof  broken  fossils,  chiefly  enorlnMea  and  cya- 
thophyllae,  imbedded  in  clay**^  taches. 

a  Vesioiiiatsd  ohert,  colored  with  m)n^^*4  lo  8  inches. 

4.  Flaggy  iimestone,  fmistily  sepai*aMe  hitelayere  miryhig  imn 
coe^fourth  of  era  inei>»ti><)Re  inch  in  Aickness;  the  tominea  iiav- 
Aily  formk^  a  vmnR  s^pnenief  a  large  circle-^  #Mt. 

5.  Bluish  clay  (having  the  odor  and  a)>poaraiM;e  of  eilt,)  dh4- 
ded  bysepiae  into  irregular  masses.  *  It  ooMnins  imbedded  semi- 
cryathlliae  grains  of  iron  pyritea,  which  haa  <he  appearanoe  «f 
coarse  golden  yellow  eolored  sand.  About  four  feet  of  iMs  stra- 
tum appears  above  the  surface  of  the  lake,  and  k  WM  estimated 
to  extend  4  feet  below,  makiag  its  total  ihicknesa  S  foet 

This  day  ia  vnderiayed  by  Tinnestoae. 

The  roek  appearing  in  the  dUf  is,  at  a;  whoi^  of  an  inHaier 
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qfiriky  im  oflDoondal  piHipteMi  p»tfxvlimia  wmf  bst  tehcled 
Mfhicb  wooU  fiBswera  vlwy  tolerabb^  pnrpoie  as  a  buildiog  stooo. 

Limestone  wa»Do(iced«  ai  interYala^  fbrintngthe  bed  of  the  lake, 
ae  fiir  mmIi  a«  the  northerJv  cape  of  Gfand  Travene  hay.  At 
this  latter  place  it  waf  last  aeeo  to  rias  above  the  sar&ce  of  the 
water,  altaioiBg  an  altitiide  of  freai  4  to  8  feet. 

This  foek  captains  large  4)iiai)titief  of  imbedded  borastooe  er«> 
raised  in  inoagular  layeta^  iKvyieg  iboea  2  te  12  inobet  io  tUck* 
Deal.  Tbe  sUioeott*  aaattar  haviDg  been  deposited  ioi  tbm  auc- 
ccssive  layers  gives  the  whole  mass  of  hornstone  a  bea«iCifiill3r 
zooed  appeeraoce* 

PortjBOs  of  the  liieesUwe  raek  will  fiiraisba  tokrably^zfood  ma* 
tetial  for  ttie  as  a  ooawe  building  stone,  but  aa  a  whole  it  is  of  in<- 
ferior  quality. 

About  four  miles  southeasterly  from  the  lime  rock  last  descri- 
bed, and  just  within  Grand  Traverse  bay,  a  dark  colored  bitumi- 
Doua  sia^  oontaiaing  nodules  of  iroa  pyriles  C9W»  etf^,  aiid  con- 
tioueaai  iotenraW  te  a  distance  of  a  mile,  il  etosely  rasemblee 
th^  before  cbeeribed  as  oooDrrii^  at  Sulphur  island,  near  Thun* 
dar  bay*  except  that  it  i&  not  so  highly  charged  with  bilaminouy 
nntlaa.    The  rock  is  of  no  practical  imiKNrtaiace. 

Soetb  firoia  Graad  Traverse  bay  le  the  southerly  boundary  of 
the  state,  «ock  was  aoCi  scea^  mftm^  upon  (he  immediate  shores 
of  the  lake,  bal  it  oocurs  at  maov  points  a  little  in  the  interior,  one 
of  wbicb  may  be  aotioed  as  berog  immediately  connected  with 
the  rock  strata  under  consideration. 

•.  This  liaoeroek  oomea  to  die  sarfaoe  in  a  hilly  region,  Ijring  be- 
tweeo  Fare*  Monqoette  and  White  rivers^  (town  15  north,)  at  a 
iliaienop  of  from  10  to  12  miles  from  the  shore  of  Lake  Miehigam 
The  aurroondiag  oountry^  embracing  between  one  and  two  towor 
ships,  is  compofied  of  broken,  conical  hills,  rising  abruptly  to*  a 
heioiit  varying  firooi'  one  tu  Xmo-  hundred  feet  From  the  bases 
and  sidee  of  theae  faiUa  numerous  beeotifui  springs  of  water  are 
discbarged. 

The  rook  ismoatly  covered  with  soil,  and  its  character  is  not 
wall  determined,  but  situated  as.  it  i%  at  a  distance  from  the  coast, 
and  not  near  any  navigable  stream,  it  is  at  the  present  time  <^' no 
piactieal  vahaOi 

In  ooowKitioa  with,  the  sui])ect  under  cenakleration,  I  would  call 
war  attention  to  the  immense  qunntities-  of  rolled  pebbles  of 
liawatiine  wbioh  occur  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  more  pan* 
tbuMy'  between  Thunder  bay  and  Forty  Mile  point.  The 
abesesare  lined  at  short  intervals,  witti  these  masses,  consisting 
of  the  harder  portions  of  tho  rock,  wlJoh  have  resisted  the  action 
of  the  elemeots.  These  masaas)  possessihg,  as  they  do,  greats  uni* 
fbmiily  of  naa^  am  admirably  adaptedfor  uid  in'  the  cooatiuction' 
cfomdiu 
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Tfae  ooaft  it  not  anfrequeiitiy  liaed«  ouoiy  feel  ispthiekfiessf  «Mi 
these  fragments,  and  so  situated  that  vessels  may  be  readtfy  laden 
vrith  them.  Occurring  in  the  form  they  do,  the  expense  of  pound- 
ing will  be  saved,  and  no  preparation  wiii  be  required  to  fit  them 
for  immediate  use  in  macadaoiiting  roads. 

It  is  well  known  that  great  numbers  of  vessels  annually  paaa 
down  the  lake  «*in  ballast,  and  it  is  deaerving^  of  serious  comde- 
ra^n  whether  sufficient  iBducement  could  not  be  given,  for  tba 
transportation  of  this  material  for  use  upon  the  ronds  in  the  i^ 
cinity  of  Detroit  river. 

The  finer  gravels  have  already  been  considerably  used  for  gra- 
velling walks,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  any  uae  has,  as  jreC,  b6en 
made  of  the  larger  stones  which  occur  in  such  abundance  upon 
the  upper  lake  coast 

Tertiary  Clayt. 
.  A  large  proportion  of  the  rocks  of  the  peninsula  are  overlaid 
by  a  series  of  beds  ofclayi  sand  and  gravel,  t^  soooetimes  attain 
a. thickness  of  several  hundred  feet  These  bedscooapoae  a^roup 
of  depositeSf  the  lower  portions  of  which,  so  fax  as  I  am  ame  to 
determine  are  destitute  of  fossil  remains. .  Sonne  of  the  members 
of  the  group,  would  appear  to  be  of  a  local  character,  occupyiog 
but  a  limited  extent;  while  others  are  SfNPoad  over  a  large  area  tt 
country.  Of  these  deposites»  perhaps  no  one  occupies  a  greater 
extent  than  the  lower  clay,  which  is  nearly  umverMl  upon  the 
border  portions  of  the  peninsula. 

The  memberstof  this  group  are  most  largely  developed  upon 
those  parts  of  the  peninsula  bordering  on  the  coast  and  they  grft- . 
dually  become  thinner  as  we  proceed  inland,  until  they  fiiaUy 
wholly  disappear ;  their  place  being  supplied  <  either  by  rock  in 
place  or  by  dilu^nal  deposites. 

Tfie  great  thickness  of  the  exposed  portions  of  these  iertitary 
beds,  upon  the  northwest  part  of  the  peninsula,  afibrd  ample  op* 
portunities  for  examining  this  interesting  series  of  depositea.  But 
since  the  consideration  vi  the  subiect  as  a  whcie^  will  be  left  to 
the  future,  a  few  allusions  only  will  be  made  to  some  of  the  ciay» 
embraced  in  the  series. 

The  lower  clay,  which  is  usually  of  a  blue  or  bluish  gray  coior» 
is  almost  universally  more  or  less  filled  with  imbedded  pebblea, 
chiefly  oH primary  rocks,  which  sometimes,  though  rarely,  attakr 
to  several  hundred  pounds  weight  These  water-worn  masses 
usually  completely  ruin  the  clay  for  all  practical  purposes,  but  in 
a  few  instances  the  day  has  been  found  sufficiently  free  from  them 
to  admit  of  use,  for  the  manufacture  of  bricks.  The  thickness  of 
this  clay  is  known  only  at  a  few  points ;  and  as  the  deposite  was 
made  unconformably  upon  an  unequal  surface,  its  thickness  must 
be  subject  to  very  great  variation.    In  the  vicinity  of  Detroit  it 
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turn  boan  twak  oompleteiy  through  and  found  to  huve  i^  fhi«)[oe88 
flfilSfeet 

This  lower  deposite  of  clay,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  static 
is  usually  overiayed  by  a  stratum,  varying  from  1  to  6  feet  in 
thickness,  of  an  exceedir^giy  fine  marly  clay.  This  clay,  when 
fufficiently  free  from  lime,  is  well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of 
bricks  and  earthem  wace. 

On  the  northwestern  side,  bordering  on  Lake  Michigan,. the 
upper  days  are  nruich  mpre  largely  developed  than  upon  the  more 
southeasterly  portions  of  the  peninsula.  These  deposites  of  clay 
alternate  with  beds  of  sand  and  gravely  the  whole  sometimes  au 
tainii^  a  thickness  of  from  100  to  400  feet  The  separate  beds 
vary  considerably  in  character ;  the  upper  usually  containmg  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  lime  than  the  lower  ones,  yet  they  usu« 
ally  agree  in  possessing  an  extreme  fineness  of  texture.  Many 
portions  of  these  clays,  appearing  in  the  abrupt  shores  of  Lake 
Mich^n,  are  well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of  bricks  and  earttn 
ern  ware,  but  they  usually  contain  so  large  a  proportion  of  lime 
as  to  render  them  unfit  for  use  for  those  purposes.  Some  per* 
tions  of  these  clays,  in  which  lime  enters  largely  as  an  ingrecEenti 
rather  deserve  the  name  of  marls,  and  they  are  admirably  adapt- 
ed for  ose  upon  the  sandy  lands  o(  the  northern  part  of  the  penin- 
•ola. 

SheU  Marl. 

Several  beds  of  shell  marl  were  noticed  upon  the  northwesterly 
side  of  the  peninsula ;  and  upon  the  eventual  settlenoent  of  tn$ 
country  they  will  prove  of  great  value  to  the  agriculturist,  as  weU 
as  for  the  manufacture  of  lime.  In  consequence  of  the  uasu^ 
veyed  condition  of  the  oonntry,  it  is  impossible,  at  this  time,tD  de' 
aignate  the  localities. 

White  river  of  Lake  Michigan  takes  its  name  from  the  occui^ 
renoeof  a  bed  of  shell  marl,  of  a  very  white  color,  direclJyat  its 
OBOuth.  The  marl  compiling  this  bed  would  appear  to  have  beeai 
deposited  in  an  old  channel  of  the  river,  which  had  been  shut  Ofp 
hy  the  action  of  the  winds  and  waves  upon  the  sand  at  its  oiovtb, 
and  afterwards  to  have  been  buried  many  feet  in  depth  by  drifting 
sands.  In  process  of  tin^  the  river  returned  to  its  former  placer 
of  embouchere,  thus  laying  bare  the  marl  in  questioo.  It  will 
prove  a  valuable  nwterial  for  the  manufacture  of  lime^  as  well  aa 
for  application  to  the  light  sandy  lands  in  the  immediate  vicinity^ 
The  bed  is  not  extensive. 

Gypsum. 
Gypsum  occurs,  associated  with  the  northern  limestone^  but  fof 
the  noost  part  under  circumstances  that  will  efifectually  pieveiil 
its  being  ootained  in  any  considerable  quantities. 
49 
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'  Gypiiim  of  a  beautiftrl  vvhite  color  occurs  in  the  fcif  ofthe  lale 
a  little  north  from  Point  au  Grais  river,  but  to  what  extent  it  Is 
impossible  to  determine,  for  it  is  covered  by  several  feet  of  water, 
which  will  effectually  prevent  the  worklntr  of  thel)ed. 

On  the  St,  Martin's  group  of  islands,  near  Mackinac,  grpsotn 
also  occurs,  chiefly  in  foose  pieces,  scattered  over  the  islands.  A 
bed  of  gypsum  is  said  to  be  associated  with  the  limerock  in  thi 
Imtnediate  vicinity  of  these  islands,  and  in  such  a  situatron  (hat 
during  the  low  stages  of  water,  it  appears  al)ove  the  surface  t  but 
at  the  time  of  my  examf nation  it  was  covered  by  several  feet  df 
water.  I  am  informed  that  some  years  ago  several  ship  loads  of 
gypsum,  collected  in  loose  masses  upon  the  St.  Martin's  ishmdsv 
^ere  transported  to  the  lower  lakes.  Neatly  all  which  appeared 
upon  the  surface  has  been  removed,  and  the  low  level  of  the  isl- 
ands will  effectually  prevent  any  considerable  explorations  for 
more. 

Gypsum  also  occurs  on  the  northern  peninsula,  between  Green 
Bay  and  Mackinac,  but  to  what  extent  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. Small  quantities  have  also  been  collected  and  shipped 
from  this  part  of  the  coast. 

Change  of  Elevation  in  the  Waters  of  the  Cheat  Lakes. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  geological  changes  which  are 
taking  place,  from  the  deposites  of  detrital  matter  at  the  mouths  of 
streams,  and  in  the  deeper  portions  of  the  lakes,  together  with  the 
degradation  of  the  lake  atid  river  coasts,  are  the  changes  in  the 
relative  level  of  the  waters  of  the  lakes ;  a  subject  to  which  the 
nttention  of  our  citizens  has  been  more  particularly  called  within 
the  past  two  years. 

The  gteni  interest  which  this  subject  possessefs  in  connectioD 
with  our  lake  harbors,  as  well  as  with  those  agricultural  intereata 
situated  upon  the  flat  lands  bordering  the  lakes  and  rivers,  may 
b6  a  suflicient  apology  for  the  introduction,  in  this  report,  of  the 
accompanying  facts  and  reflections  upoti  the  subject.  An  acco- 
rate  and  satisfactory  determinati(»n  of  the  total  rise  and  fall  of  the 
water*  of  the  lakes,  is  a  subject,  the  importance  of  which,  in  con^ 
nection  with  some  of  our  works  of  internal  hnprovement  and  har- 
bors, can,  at  this  time,  scarcely  be  appreciated. 

Mach  confusion  is  conceived  to  have  arisen^,  in  the  nnnds  of  a 
"portion  of  our  citizens,  in  consequence  of  a  confounding  of  the  re- 
gular annual  rise  and  fall  to  which  the  waters  of  the  lakes  are 
subject,  with  that  apparently  irregular  elevation  and  subsidence, 
which  only  appears  to  be  completed  in  a  series  of  years;  chan- 
ges that  are  conceived  to  dejKjnd  upon  causes  so  widely  difler- 
ent  that  while  the  one  can  be  calculated  with  almost  the  same 
certainty  as  the  return  of  the  seasons,  the  other  can  by  no  means 
be  calculated  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 
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It  it  well  koownta  tbose  who  have  been  aoQuatomed  lonoticd 
the  relative  height  of  the  water  of  the  lakes,  that  during  the  win- 
ter  ieea^n*  while  the  flow  of  water  from  tho  small  streams  is  either 
partially  or  wholly  checked  by  ice,  and  while  the  springs  fai)  to 
discharge  their  accustomed  quantity,  the  water  of  the  lakes  is  in> 
variaUv  low. 

As  th;^  spring  season  advances,  the  snow  that  had  fallen  during 
the  MPtfrter  is  changed  to  water,  the  springs  receive  their  aoous- 
tomed  supply,  aad  the  small  streams  are  again  opened,  their  banks 
being  full  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  anew  whidh  may  have 
fidlen  during  the  winter,  added  to  the  rapidity  with  which  it.  has 
bees  melted. 

The  water  of  the  lakes,  in  consequeoce  of  this  suddenly  ich 
creased  quantity  received  from  the  immense  number  of  tributih 
ries,  oommoncea  rising  with  the  first  ojpening  of  spring,  and  usu- 
ally attains  its  grea^st  elevation^  (at  least  in  the  upper  lakes,) 
joRie  time  in  the  month  of  June  or  July.  As  the  seasons  ad- 
vance, or  during  the  summer  and  a  large  portion  of  the  autum- 
aal  months*  evaporation  is  increased,  and  the  amount  of  water 
discharged  by  the  streams  lessened,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
water  w  the  lakes  falls  very  gradually  until  winter  again  sets  in, 
when  a  still  greater  depression  takes  place  from  ihe  renewed 
operation  of  the  causes  already  mentioned. 

The  extreme  varialioH  in  the  height  of  water  from  winter  to 
awmner  is  sukyeot  to  considerable  change,  aeeording  as  the  win- 
ters may  vary  from  pold  and  dry  to  warm  and  wet ;  but  during 
thepast  eight  years,  it  mav  be  estimated  at  two  feet. 

This  annuol  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  of  the  lakes,  dependent 
as  it  maoifeatly  is»  upon  causes  which  are  somewhat  uniform  in 
their  operation,  must  not  be  confounded  with  that  elevation,  and 
depretfion  to  wbioh  tho  waters  are  subject,  independent  of  causes 
connected  with  the  seasons  of  the  >ear.  These  latter  charts 
which  take  place  nK>re  gradually,  sometimes  undergoing  but  little 
▼ariatioo  (or  a  series  of  years,  are  least  liable  to  be  noticed,  unless 
they  be  very  considerable ;  but  with  respect  to  consequences  they 
ava  of  vastly  more  importance,  since  they  are  subject  lo  a  larger 
and  flaere  permaiient  range. 

That  the  waters  of  the  lakes,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of 
the  ooootry,  have  beenaubject  to  considerable  variation  in  reialiire 
httghUis  well  known.  At  one  time  the  belief  was  very  geoaral 
that  tbeae  changes  lake  place  at  regular  intervals,  rising  iov  a 
apace  of  seven  years,  and  subsiding  (or  a  sinular*  length  of  tirab ; 
a  belief  which  would  appear  to  be  in  consonance  with  that  of  the 
Indiana  upon  the  peninsulai  and  with  whom  it  no  doubt  origiaaled. 
It  is  not  wonderful  that  a  subject,  the  causes  of  which  are  so  little 
comprehended  by  our  natives,  should  be  invested  with  an  air  of 
mystery,  or  thatan  error  oooe  propagated  (in  oonsequenoe  of  the 
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long  ieries  of  years  required  to  brir^  abodt  any  considenMe 
chanfl;e,)  could  scarcely  be  eradicated. 

While  the  idea  of  ibe  septennial  rise  and  fall  must  be  regarded 
us  founded  in  error,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  from  the  earliest 
ffeoordst  the  height  of  the  lakes  has  been  subject  to  a  c-oesidera* 
ble  variation,  usually  rising  very  gradually  and  irregtihrly  for  a 
ieries  of  years,  and  after  this  falling  in  a  like  manner^ 

Ot]r  old  inhabitants  agree  in  stating  that  the  waters  were  h^ 
from'  1800  to  1802 ;  in  proof  of  which  it  is  sta^  that  the  roi^ 
which  had  before  been  in  use  upon  the  banks  of  the  Detroit  rivers 
were  so  connpletely  inundated  as  to  be  rendered  impassable.  A 
similar  circumstance  is  related  to  hnve  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of 
Chicago,  a  broad  sandy  beach  forming  the  immediate  ehore  of  the 
lake  near  that  place,  having  been  wholly  overflowed. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  authentic  informatioft  reqjectiDg 
the  changes  which  took  place  between  the  yeara  just  meolioned 
and  1814,  but  from  the  latter  year  to  the  present  time^  we  haipe  a 
more  connected  series  of  facts  relating  to  the  subject 

''  It  is  now  a  matter  of  record,  that  in  1814  and  1815  ibe  De- 
troit and  St.  Clair  rivers  were  unusually  high ;  that  the  foooda* 
tions  of  the  houses,  and  much  land  that'bad  long  been  under  diy 
cultivation,  were  submerged.  These  buildings  had  been  ereeted 
many  vears  before,  and  of  course  under  the  £lief  that  they  were 
aloof  from  all  but  extraordinary  and  temporary  iocmdatieos.  No 
observations  appear  to  have  been  made  uponf  the  progress  of  tbe 
elevation,  whether  it  weregradeal  or  abrupt^  or  WMtber  there 
were  any  preceding  seasons  of  a  character  to  produce  it.^ 

''In  1820,  or  about  that  time,  the  rivers  had  resumed  their 
usual  level.  Several  wharves  were  built  at  Detroit,  between 
that  year  and  1828,  at  a  height,  as  was  supposed,  sufficieiidy  above 
tbe  general  level  for  all  purposes  of  convenience  ami  safety.  At 
the  latter  date  the  rivers  had  again  attained  the  elevation  cf  1815, 
a&d  remained  so  until  1830,  with  only  such  occasioDal  depression 
at  tnicht  be  caused  by  strong  wiod^  being  nearly  upon  m  levd 
with  the  wharves.*^ 

From  1880,  when  my  attention  was  first  drawn  to  tins  subjeot, 
to  the  present  year,  I  have  been  enabled  to  make  a  SMaewhat 
eonnected  series  of  observatiens,  under  circimistaifces  poerihtriy 
fiivorable,  having,  during  that  tinhe,  followed  the  oontpksle  Bne  of 
exMMK  from  the  ^t  of  Dake  Huron  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior 
by  canoe,  and  having  traversed  portions  of  tbe  ccMt  sevmtil  tones, 
tiius  being  enabled  to  renew  observatioDs  at  points  where  they 
had  been  previously  made;  During  the  time  a(  these  examina- 
tions, I  have  been  enabled  to  fix,  with  a  considerable  degree  of 

*The  aboye  extracts  are  from  the  pen  of  Col.  Henry  WhitiDf,  U.  S.  Army,  and  tban* 
fahie  iamudi  enhanced  from  the  feet  that  they  embraee  only  nioh  portiona  of  tbe  aob* 
jaoi  *■  were  the  femlt  of  hia  paMapal  obaerfmn. 
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certainty,  upcm  the  height  at  whieh  the  waters  of  the  lakes  stood 
in  1819  and  '20,  when  they  were  at  their  lowest  lerel ;  a  step 
which  was  eoooeived  to  be  one  of  the  first  necessary  in  deter* 
mining  the  completed  range  between  high  and  low  water. 

For  the  last  two  years  my  attention  has  been  n^ore  partioalarly 
eailed  to  the  coast  of  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  and  I  feel  con- 
fident in  asserting  that  the  water  of  these  lakes  has,  during  the 
last  year,  (1838,)  attained  a  greater  elevation  than  has  before  oc* 
ctirred  in  a  very  great  number  of  years ;  a  fact  which  is  conclu- 
sively shown  by  the  renewed  degradation  of  banks  covered  with 
debris,  that  had  long  remained  undisturbed,  as  well  as  by  the 
great  number  of  forest  trees,  sometimes  coverk^  many  acres  of 

Sound,  that  have  been  destroyed  in  consequence  of  inundation, 
any  of  these  forest  trees  may  be  estimated  to  have  attained  an 
age  of  from  one  to  two  centuries. 

In  order  to  arrive  as  nearly  as  possible  at  correct  condufsions 
as  to  the  variation  in  the  height  or  the  water  of  the  lakes  from 
1820  to  1838, 1  have  carefully  compared  my  own  observations 
with  those  contained  in  an  invaluable  register,  kept  in  this  city  by 
CoJ.  Henry  Whiting,  U.  S.  Army,  as  also  with  the  valuable  data 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Slate  Topographer,  hereto  append* 
ed.  ItshoukI  be  noted  that  the  height  of  the  water  in  the  Detroit 
river  is  much  more  subject  to  fluctuation  from  sKght  causes,  such 
as  the  e^cts  of  the  vmids  and  ice,  than  that  in  the  open  lakes; 
causes  for  the  operation  of  which,  it  is  sometimes  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  i/uike  the  proper  allov^nce.  In  foct,  slight  causes 
are  productive  of  such  changes  as  to  render  it  absolutely  impos- 
sible to  arrive  at  accurate  conclusions,  except  by  simultaneous 
observations,  made  at  points  widely  separated. 

Assuming  June,  1819  and  '20  as  zero,  or  the  point  of' low  wa- 
ter, the  followii^  table  will  not  vary  very  far  from  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  relative  height  for  several  of  the  subsequent 
Tears. 

Ft.  in. 
June  1819  and  20,  0.00 

«<    1828,  rise,  2.10 

«<    1890,  same  levels  2.10 

"    1696rrise,  10— a.08 

«    1887»    "  6--4.01 

*'    1888,    •*  7— 4.08  Total. 

In  examining  this  table  of  relative  heights,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  this  estimate  does  not  include  the  regular  yearly  va« 
rialioQ  to  which  the  waters  of  the  lakes  are  subject.  The  esti- 
mates, it  will  be  seen,  are  made  from  June  of  each  year,  or  that 
noontb  in  which  the  waters  are  invariably  high ;  but  it  is  con- 
ceived the  result  would  not  be  varied  were^^lbe  calculations  made 
from  any  other  month  in  the  year,  provided  the  saipQ  month  were 
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selected  for  the  oboervatbos  of  the  suooeedk^  yean.  Were  tbe 
diflbrence  in  height  computed  from  February,  16*20,  to  June,  1838, 
the  total  amount  would  be  found  to  be  inrxeaaed  to  about  six  feel 
eight  inches,  a  method  of  estimating  which  would  lead  to  coodu- 
siona  wholly  unwarranted ;  nevertteiess  the  assumption  of  these 
defective  premises  may  serve  to  account  for  the  exaggerated 
statements  which  have  so  often  been  made,  of  the  increased  height 
of  these  waters. 

This  rise  of  water  has  by  no  means  been  confined  to  the  great 
lakes,  for  the  waters  of  the  small  lakes  throt:^  the  whole  interior 
portions  of  the  state  liave,  unless  their  waters  are  discharged 
through  broad  and  shallow  outlets,  been  increased  in  a  like  man- 
ner. Small  streams,  the  width  of  which,  at  their  points  of  bten* 
secting  the  section  lines,  were  recorded  by  the  United  States'  sur- 
veyors, in  those  surveys  made  from  1820  to  26,  have  been  found, 
in  many  instances,  during  the  past  year,  to  have  nearly  double  the 
width  assigned  them  ;  and  mills  have  actually  been  erected  upon 
streams  which,  acxu>rding  to  the  field  notes  taken  in  the  years 
mentioned,  must  at  that  time  have  been  nearly  dry.  It  is  also 
weH  known  that  within  the  last  few  years,  (preceding  1838,)  por- 
tions of  the  elevated  country  which  were  previously  dry,  have 
been  inundated  with  water ;  springs  have  burst  out  where  they 
had  been  previously  unknown,  and  that  marshes,  which  before 
contained  but  tittle  water,  have  been  transformed  into  small  ponds 
or  lakes. 

These  changes  have  not  been  pecuKar  to  Michigan,  for  they 
have  been  noticed,  more  or  less,  over  the  whole  western  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  add, 
over  most  o)  the  northern  part  of  the  continent ;  and  they  are 
changes  which,  from  the  immense  extent  affected,  must  depend 
upon  causes  which  have  operated  in  a  very  general  manner. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  water  of  ail  streams,  during  the  oc- 
currence of  a  wet  and  cold  season,  when  the  fall  of  rain  is  increas- 
ed and  evaporation  diminished,  is  augmented,  and  that  the  aug- 
mentation or  diminution  will  be  in  proportion  as  these  causes  are 
in  more  or  less  active  operation.  Our  great  chain  of  inland  lakes, 
so  far  as  these  causes  may  be  supposed  to  operate,  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  stream  of  great  width,  and  must  necessarily  be  liable 
to  be  affected  by  similar  causes ;  although  when  the  great  ex- 
tent occupied  by  these  bodies  of  water  is  taken  into  connderation, 
it  can  be  readily  understood  why  these  causes  when  once  brought 
into  operation  would  produce  their  results  more  slowly,  as  well 
as  why  the  results  once  produced  would  be  of  a  more  pemsa- 
nent  character. 

That  the  changes  in  the  relative  height  of  the  waters  of  the 
lakes  may  be  dependent  upon  the  operation  of  a  similar  sedes  of 
general  causes,  operating  tor  a  succession  of  years,  I  have  noany 
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tetaom  for  inforrfng.  The  nooeMkm  of  cold  and  wet  seasons 
immeiiately  preceding  )8d8,  have  been  proverbial  over  the  whole 
western  country;  and  the  unfavorable  influence  which  these  wet 
seasons  have  producedy  more  particularly  upon  those  farming  in- 
terests situated  on  low  and  flat  lands,  has  been  severely  felt  by 
that  portion  of  our  agricultural  community.  While  these  facts 
may  be  apparent  to  all>  it  is  nevertheless  desirable  to  refer  to  the 
subject  in  a  more  definite  manner ;  a  task  which  is  rendered 
somewhat  cKfficult,  for  the  reason  that,  until  the  last  i^w  yenrs^ 
continuous  tables,  indicatii^  the  anu>unt  of  rain  which  has  Mien, 
iiaTe  only  bedn  kept  at  a  very  limited  number  of  places  in  the 
United  States. 

The  total  amDunt  of  ram  which  fell  at  Philadelphia  (as  shown 
by  a  register,  chiefly  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  hospital)  from  1810 
to  1814  inclusive,  or  during  the  five  years  immediately  preceding 
the  high  water  of  1814  and '15,  was  185.68  inches;  and  the 
amount  which  fell  at  the  same  place  from  1815  to  1819.  the  five 
years  immediately  preceding  the  low  water  of  1819  and  *20,  was 
151.14  inches ;  showing  an  excess  of  34.58  inches,  or  a  fraction 
over  2  feet  and  lOj  inches  for  the  years  immediately  preceding 
the  stage  of  high  water. 

The  amount  of  rain  which  fell  at  Philadelphia,  as  deduced  from 
the  same  table,  from  1816  to  1826  inclusive,*  was  364.43  inches, 
and  from  1827  to  1837  inclusive,!  451.05  inches,  being  an  in- 
crease, in  the  last  eleven  years,  of  86.62  inches,  or  a  fraction  over 
7  feet  2j  inches. 

The  amount  of  rain  which  fell  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  (as  deduced 
from  the  tables  of  Dr.  Hildreth,)  from  1819  to  1828  inclusive,J 
was  202.83  inches,  and  from  1828  to  1832  inclusive,||  was  228.17, 
showing  an  increase  during  the  last  five  yearsestimated,  of  25.34 
inches,  or  a  fraction  over  2  feet  1^  inches. 

That  there  has  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of 
rain  that  has  fallen  within  the  area  of  the  great  lake  basfn,  I  am 
not  able  to  show  by  actual  data,  but  the  known  increased  size  of 
the  numerous  tributaries,  together  with  the  other  facts  mentioned, 
will  go  far  to  substantiate  the  opinion  that  the  fall  of  rain  over 
that  area  has  been  greatly  increased  during  that  time. 

According  to  the  estimate  of  the  State  Topographer,  it  appears 
fhat  the  basin  of  the  great  rortb western  lakes  has  a  superficial 
area,  nearly  four  times  larger  than  that  of  the  lakes  themselves. 
Now  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  assume  that  the  increase  of  the 
amount  of  rain  which  has  fallen  into  this  basin,  during  the  last 

*  Eleven  yeftn,  embracing  the  complete  time  from  whieh  ibe  w«ten  bad  perct|;«ib)f 
oomnienced  fiiUing,  nniil  ihey  bad  agiim  nearly  attained  thenme  aliitade. 

t  Eleven  yev4,  during  moet  of  wbieh  tine  the  waters  have  been  eteadtly  iaoraMiag  in 
beight. 

I  Irive  yearty  embracing  tbe  time  of  low  water. 

n  Five  yearif,  during  moat  of  which  time  the  water  was  iacrcaeing  in  heigbt. 
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eleven^  of  the  fogrteen  yeara  ailiiiiated»  be  6C|tttl  U>  the  incraiae  at 
Philadelphia^  during  that  time,  it  would  follow  that*  bad  all  aouroea 
of  discharge  been  cut  cff«  this  cause  alone  would  have  been  suffir 
cient  to  elevate  the  waters  of  the  lakes  about  29  feet  ;*  an  eievap 
tion  more  than  six  times  greater  than  that  which  is  estimated  to 
have  taken  place. 

When  we  take  into  consideratioo»  in  connexioo  with  thecauaes 
already  enumerated,  the  fact  that  during  the  wet  yeara^  evaponu 
.tion  must  have  beea  less  than  durif^  &e  dry  ones,  it  may  fairly 
be  presumed  that  sufficient  apparent  causes  have  existed»  to  pro> 
duce  all  the  results  which  have  been  notioed;  and  we  may  add» 
should  a  succession  of  dry  and  warm  seasons  follow,  we  may  look 
with  certainty  for  a  return  of  the  water  of  the  lakes  to  its  former 
low  leveL 

SOUTHERN  PART  OF  THE  PENINSULA, 

A  small  portion  of  the  season  was  devoted  to  genera!  examina- 
tions, chiefly  in  the  counties  of  CaHioun,  Branch,  Hillsdale  and 
Jackson,  but  as  it  is  proposed  to  commence  the  minute  examina- 
tion of  these  counties  with  the  first  opening  of  spring,  it  will  not 
be  desirable  to  lay  the  mass  of  facts  collected  before  you  at  this 
time. 

The  county  of  Calhoun,  which  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view 
cannot  be  looked  upon  as  second  to  any  county  in  our  state,  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  many  of  those  materials  which,  if  pro- 
perly appreciated,  may  be  made  to  add  much  to  the  eventual 
prosperity  and  wealth  of  the  people.  But  while  the  agriculturist 
reaps  a  rich  reward  for  his  labor,  in  abundant  crops,  he  should 
not  fail  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  soil  which  is  now  yielding  so 
abundantly,  will,  unless  the  most  watchful  care  be  used,  sooner  or 
later  be  rendered  comparatively  sterile.  With  a  lavish  distribiji- 
tion  of  all  that  will  be  required  to  retain  the  original  fertility  of 
the  soils  of  this  county,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  most  deeply 
interested  will  not  neglect  to  turn  the  materials  around  thc^m  to 
the  best  account. 

The  whole  northern  part,  at  leasts  of  Calhoun  county^  is  based 
upon  the  sandstone  series  of  the  great  carboniferous  group  of 
rocks.  The  outcropping  edge  of  this  rock  furnishes  an  abundance 
of  a  material  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  building.  Quarries 
have  been  opened,  at  short  intervals,  through  nearly  the  whole  of 
that  portion  of  the  county  traversed  by  the  Kalamazoo  river,  as 
well  as  uuon  several  of  the  tributaries  of  that  stream,  and  with  a 
little  care  in  selection,  it  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  to 
which  that  rock  is  usually  applied. 

*  It  ii  not,  of  coarse,  luppoted,  tliat  had  Uie  toarces  of  ditofaftrse  been'  tsax  elF,  tUe 
would  have  been  the  octooi  resolt,  for  the  estimate  is  made  without  any  reference  to  Ifee 
increased  evaporation  and  ether  causes,  which  would  have  been  breught  into  actkn  m 
oonsequence  of  the  eitended  area. 
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Sull  marl  occom  at  nunierotts  points  in  the  county,  occasion- 
ally in  beds  of  considerable  extent^  and  it  may  be  profitably  ap^ 
plied  to  use,  either  as  a  manure  or  for  the  manufacture  of  lin^ey 
ao  artieie,  of  ivbiebf  under  other  circumstances,  the  county  would 
be  nearly  destitute. 

Fibrous  peat  also  occurs,  in  considerable  quantities,  and  wheo 
properly  prepared,  in  the  compost  heap,  will  prove  of  great  vahie 
to  the  faraaer  in  enriching  his  lands. 

The  articles  of  marl  and  peat,  occurring  as  tbey  do,  at  very 
short  intervals  through  most  of  the  county,  will  eventually  be  of 
a  vakie,  in  sustaining  the  agricultural  interests,  that  at  the  present 
time  can  scarcely  be  appreciated.  It  is  true  that  most  of  the 
gravelly  soils,  which  predominate  through  Calhoun  county,  cod» 
tain  at  this  time,  sufficient  calcareous  matter  to  favor  the  growth 
of  the  small  grains,  more  particularly  wheat  and  rye,  which  are 
well  known  to  require  a  comparatively  large  proportion  of  that 
ingredient  in  the  soil,  to  insure  productive  crops  ;  but  the  time  will 
come  when  this  will  cease  to  be  the  case,  and  when  the  marl  beds 
must  be  called  upon  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

The  county  of  Calhoun,  together  with  the  adjoining  portions  of 
Jackifon  and  Hillsdale,  abounds  in  large  springs,  which  havii^ 
their  sources  deep  in  the  sandstone,  are  little  liable  to  be  afl^otei 
by  the  droughts  of  summer.  The  waters  of  these  springs  are,  for 
the  most  part,'*hard,'*  in  consequence  of  the  contained  salts  of  lime, 
but  they  are  usually  of  great  transparency  and  coldness.  Seve* 
rai  springs  were  noticed,  the  waters  of  which  were  so  highly  char- 
ged with  carbonate  of  lime,  as  to  have  given  rise  to  somewhat 
extensive  beds  of  tufaceous  n>arl. 

No  rock,  in  place,  was  noticed  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
Calhoun,  but  a  little  south,  and  just  within  the  line  of  Branch 
county,  a  deporote  occurs,  which  may  probably  be  referred  to 
one  .portion  of  the  carboniferous  group,  though  this  connection  has 
not  absolutely  been  shown  to  exist 

The  deposite  consists  of  a  tough .  semi-indurated  and  stratified 
clay,  having  at  first  sight  much  the  appearance  of  a  very  fine 
aandrock.  It  contains  imbedded  clay  iron  stone,  composed  as 
usual)  of  thin  concentric,  layers  of  the  carbonate  and  hydrate  of 
iron,  surrounding  nodular  masses  of  septarea. 

The  iron  ore  in  question  is  of  the  same  character  as  that  from 
which,  much  of  the  iron  of  our  neighboring  state^  Ohio,  is  manch 
factured,  and  should  future  examinations  snow  the  deposite  to.ooi>. 
tain  the  ore  in  sufficient  quantity  to  admit  of  working,  it  cannot 
fail  to  prove  of  immense  importance  to  the  surrounding  country. 
Occurring  as  the  ore  in  Branch  county  does,  upon  the  borders  of 
a  township,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  heavily  timbered,  ▼ei:y 
gfeat  iactiities  exist  ibr  procuring  the  materials  necessary  for  it# 
ToductioQ* 
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The  "^kidDey  ore^  is  usually  redooed  vrith  grout  feeilky,  aid  is 
the  large  way,  in  the  furiiaces  of  Ohio,  yields  from  30  to  37  per 
cent  of  cast  iron. 

Portions  of  the  clay  embraced  in  the  deposite  bnder  considerai^ 
lion,  if  care  be  used  to  select  such  on^r  as  is  free  from  n*on,  wHl 

Erove  of  great  value  for  the  manufacture  of  stone  ware*  fire 
ricks,  &a  The  presence  of  lime,  it  is  well  koown,  reodere  day 
unfit  for  the  manufacture  of  the  articles  mentioned ;  for  the  Tea« 
son  that  the  clay,  by  this  admixture,  is  rendered  fusible  at  a  com- 
paratively low  temperature.  The  great  mass  of  the  clay  allodad 
to,  contains  only  a  minute  proportion  of  lime ;  and  being  so  situa* 
ted  that  it  may  be  obtained  with  facility,  it  may  be  very  adTan- 
tageously  applied  to  the  purposes  mentioned. 

The  deposite  under  consideration  was  first  noticed  on  the  Cold* 
water  river,  a  short  distance  above  the  junction  of  that  stream 
with  the  St.  Joseph,  where  it  appears  in  the  bed  of  the  streanit 
and  also  forms  the  banks,  attaining  an  elevation  of  from  10  to  12 
feet*  The  outcropping  edge  was  traced  for  a  distance  ol'  from  one 
to  two  miles,  and  it  was  also  found,  but  slightly  covered  with  soil, 
extending  over  an  area  of  from  800  to  1000  acres.  It  is  not  sup- 
posed, however,  that  the  complete  extent  of  its  near  approach  to 
the  surface  has  l)een  examined,  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  ran^  will  be  found  to  be  quite  extensive. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  numerous  springs  which 
occur  in  Calhoun  county ;  but  in  no  portion  of  the  state  hat  sudi 
an  abundance  of  large  springs  been  noticed  as  in  the  southweit* 
em  parts  of  Jackson  county.  Springs  were  -here  observed,  fra* 
quently  at  very  short  intervals,  discharging  almost  inci edible 
quantities  of  water,  and  in  some  instances  giving  rise  to  streams 
of  considerable  size,  at  once.  The  waters  of  the  larger  of  these 
springs  are  invariably  found  to  proceed  from  the  sandrock.  They 
are  little  liable  to  be  afiected  by  drought,  and,  as  I  a«n  iofonned, 
never  freeze.  The  waters  of  those  springs  examined  had»  durioff 
the  month  of  October,  a  temperature  ranging  from  47  ^  to  40^ 
Fahrenheit 

The  counties  of  Branch,  Hillsdale  and  Jackson,  like  that  of  Cal- 
houn, abound  in  beds  of  shell  and  tufaoeous  marl,  which  is  usual- 
ly well  fitted  for  the  manufacture  of  lime^  or  for  use  for  agricul- 
tural purposes.  Ligneous  peat  also  frequently  ooottn»  and  it 
may,  with  proper  preparation,  be  rendered  of  much  value  as  a 
manure. 

Cod. 

We  have  been  enabled,  during  the  past  year*  eonsideraUy  to 

extend  the  small  amount  of  information  beforo  transmitted  to  voe, 

respecting  the  coal  beds  of  our  state ;  and  although,  from  the  lioM- 

ted  extent  of  the  minute  examinations  in  the  coal  district^  I  am 
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fltill  OQtble  to  place,  the  subjeot  before  yoa  in  fuoh  a  manoer  as 
could  be  wiriied ;  its  great  imprtance  would,  noTerth^leas,  Mem 
local!  for  au  allusion,  at  least,  to  such  additional  infornnation  as 
has  been  obtained. 

By  mierence  to  the  report  of  C.  C.  Douglass,  Assistant  Geolo- 
flisf,  hereto  appended,  on  the  subject  of  the  minute  surveys  of 
loghani  and  Baton  counties,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  main  bed  of 
ml,  which  traverses  the  central  counties  of  the  state,  has  boon 
traced  northerly  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  south  line  of  8hiai> 
WMSsee  county ;  and  that  the  bed  has  been  found  of  sufficiettt 
thickness  to  admit  of  being  profitably  worked. 

Much  labor  will  be  required  in  order  to  detertirine  the  north* 
easterly  limit  of  the  coal  mnge ;  but  so  many  facts  respecting  the 
line  of  iUoui'Cmp,  have  been  collected,  that  the  labor  will  becon- 
nderably  lessened  during  the  continuance  of  the  examinations. 
The  unbroken  character  of  the  country,  together  with  the  rea^ 
ness  with  which  the  rock  embracing  the  coal,  dishitegrates,  thos 
covering  the  oat*cropping  edges  with  debris,  throw  obstacles  \h 
the  way  of  a  connected  series  of  examinations,  which  are  severelv 
fcit ;  but  thus  far,  we  have  been  enabled  to  combat  these  difficuL 
lies  with  greater  success  than  could  have  been  anticipated. 

The  line  of  coal  has  also  been  traced  southwesterly  into  Jack* 
son  county,  where  the  bed  is  of  sufficient  thickness  to  admit  of  be- 
ing worked,  and  the  coal  is  of  a  quality  well  fitted  for  ail  the  pur- 
poses to  which  that  substance  is  usually  applied. 

Two  miles,  in  a  southeasterly  direction,  from  the  village  of 
Barry,  (Jaekson  county,)  some  explorations  have  been  made,  and 
CB  amount,  estimated  at  about  1500  bushels  of  coal,  raised.  This 
coal  has  been  applied  to  use  in  the  blacksmiths'  shops  of  the  vi- 
cnity,  and  is  mostly  of  good  quality,  although  it  is  occasionally 
somewhat  injured  by  the  presence  of  iron  pyrites.  For  the  rea* 
ma  that  the  out*crop  of  thi&  bed  is  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  wa- 
ter of  Samlstone  creek,  the  persons  engaged  in  the  work  Vfefte 
aoabb  to  sink  completely  through  the  coal;  it  was,  however, 
psnetraled  at  one  point,  to  a  depth  of  about  three  feet  The  irA- 
oiediate  banks  of  the  stream  rise,  by  a  gentle  acclivity,  to^a  height 
cf  fivm  ten  to  fiiteen  fi^et,  and  by  renewing  the  examinations  upon 
that  side  of  the  stream  opposite  to  the  dip  of  the  strata,  they  may 
be  oonduoted  free  from  the  difficulties  before  mentioned.  This 
bed  of  coal  is  associated  with  a  series  of  shales  and  sandstoneis, 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  other  beds  in  the  state.  The 
coal  is  highly  bituminous,  a  character  in  common  with  all  that 
has  been  seen  in  the  state,  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  none 
other  need  be  looked  for  on  the  peninsula. 

From  facts  now  before  me,  I  am  led  to  hope,  that  coal  will  be 
•found  in  the  elevated  hills  of  the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula, 
easterly  from  Little  Traverse  bay ;  a  circumstance  which,  should 
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it  prove  to  be  the  caae,  will  add  much  to  the  value  of  that  portion 
of  the  state. 

Salt  Springs  aub  State  Salt  Lands. 

The  subject  of  salt  springs,  which  was  laid  before  you,  some- 
what  at  length,  in  the  first  annual  report  fVom  this  department, 
has  been  partially  re-examined  during  the  past  year,  and  the  ob- 
servations considerably  extended*  These  renewed  examinations 
have  served  to  add  confidence  to  the  hope  then  expressed,  that  a 
portion  of  these  springs  will  eventually  prove  of  value  to  the 
state.  Many  springs,  before  unknown,  have  been  observed,  and 
would  be  more  particularly  noticed,  had  not  the  facts,  involving 
the  main  question^  been  before  submitted* 

The  progress  which  had  been  made  in  the  improvements  di- 
rected to  be  commenced  '*  at  one  or  more  of  the  state  salt  springSiT 
has  been  duly  submitted  to  you  in  a  separate  report  Since  the 
reception  of  your  instructions  to  continue  the  improvements^ 
which  had  previously  been  partially  suspended,  the  work  has  been 
renewed  with  a  vigor  commensurate  with  its  importance.  Should 
the  examinations  in  progress  lead  to  favorable  results,  ias  we  trust 
they  will,  this  important  addition  to  the  products  of  the  state,  oao- 
not  fail  to  add  to  its  prosperity ;  while,  should  we  &il  in  our  an- 
ticipations, the  income  which  may  be  derived  from  the  lands,  wiU 
i^reatea  sinking  fund,  that  may  soon  be  made  to  reimburse  tothe 
state,  the  amount  which  may  be  expended  for  that  purpose. 

Of  the  salt  springs  granted  to  our  state  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, five  yet  remain  to  be  located ;  which,  with  their  contiguous 
lands,  will  amount  to  thirty  sections.  The  location  of  these  lands 
has  been  thus  far  delayed,  in  consequence  of  the  unfinished  con- 
dition of  the  United  Sutes'  surveys,  tliey  not  havii^  been  sufl&- 
ciently  completec  to  allow  those  selections  to  be  made  which  were 
most  desirable.  Nor  have  we,  as  yet,  been  enabled  to  oblun 
from  the  general  land  office  *'  plats"  of  the  sections  of  country, 
in  which  it  is  proposed  to  complete  those  locations.  Sinec»  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  grant,  the  returns  of  these  lands  ure 
required  to  be  made  during  the  current  year,  it  beoonnes  a  matter 
pf  no  small  nooment  to  complete  the  selections  at  the  earliest  day 
,possible ;  in  view  of  which,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  general  land  office,  steps  will  be  taken 
to  complete  the  locations. 

Zoological  and  Botanical  Departmebits. 

These  departments  of  the  geological  survey,  whicht  during  the 

year  1837,  were  united  under  the  direct  charge  of  Dr.  Abraham 

Sager,  have,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  revised  act» 

been  separated  into  two  distinct  deportments,  that  of  zoology  hav- 
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is^  baeo  left,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Saser,  while  th«t  of  boUny 
placed  under  charge  of  Dr.  John  Wright. 
.  The  success  which  luis  attended  the  labors  of  the  heads  of 
these  departments,  is  of  the  most  flattering  kind,  and  afibrds  am- 
ple proof  that  the  high  character  which  those  gentlemen  have 
sustained  as  men  of  science  and  industry,  has  not  been  misplaced, 
and  that  we  may  anticipate  from  their  labors  the  RM>st  interesting 
and  useful  results. 

The  subjects  falling  within  the  scope  of  these  departments,  be* 
ing  of  a  more  abstruse  character,  do  not  so  readily  admit  of  being 
treated  in  a  disjointCii  manner,  as  the  other  subjects  of  the  geolo- 
gical survey ;  for  wbich  reason  the  heads  of  these  departments, 
m  most  of  the  stites  where  these  surveys  are  in  progress,  have 
not  been  called  upon  for  annual  reports,  it  being  intemied  to  em- 
body the  whole  at  once,  in  a  final  and  connected  report  As  our 
own  state  is  somewhat  differently  circumstanced*  having  been 
less  explored,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  throw  together  such 
catalogues  as  would  furnish  those  persons  who  have  devoted  at- 
tention to  the  subjects  in  our  state,  a  skeleton  of  the  progress  that 
has  been  made,  hoping  thereby  to  elicit  such  additional  informa- 
tion as  may  be  at  hand.  The  reports  of  the  zoologist  and  bota^ 
nist,  numbered  1  and  2,  are  hereto  appended. 

The  feet  that  there  is,  in  reality,  but  one  science  in  nature,  and 
that  all  the  subdivisions  of  that  science  are  to  a  great  extent,  ar^ 
bitrary,  is  frequently  lost  sight  of  in  our  Utilitarian  age :  a  cir- 
cumstance to  which,  no  doubt,  may  in  part  be  ascribed  the  gene- 
ral disposition  to  scan  results  closely,  while  the  steps  necessary 
to  bring  about  those  results  are  scarcely  considered  We  are 
thus  too  often  disposed  to  consider  as  of  little  value  or  importance^ 
those  very  subjects,  the  laborious  investigation  of  which  are  daily 
adding  to  our  comfort  and  enjoyment. 

The  man  who  should  richly  endow  an  institution  wouid  >  be 
looked  upon  as  a  benefector;  while  the  man  of  science  ^rttt 
should  engage  in  a  patient  investigation  of  the  habits  of  the  He*- 
aian  fly,  and  thereby  be  able  to  suggest  some  successful  expedih 
eot  for  avoiding  the  ravages  committed  upon  our  wheat  fieidi^ 
.would,  no  doobt^  be  looked  upon  as  one  engaged  in  a  work  of  no 
vakie  to  his  fellow  men ;  3ret,  if  we  look  at  results,  the  latter 
would  be  much  more  eminently  entitled  to  the  name  of  bene- 
factor. 

One  of  the  fathers  of  natural  history,  after  carefully  studying 
the  habits  of  a  small  wonn  that  had  proved  destructive  to  the 
timber  in  the  navy  yards  of  his  ccuntry,  suggested  a  simple  yet 
perfect  remedy,  thereby  saving  annually  more  than  a  million  of 
dollars  to  his  government ;  yet,  during  these  investigations,  be  • 
was  stigmatized  as  one  engaj^  in  a  work  which  was  wholly  un- 
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worthy  Ms  alteDtkm,  and  which  could  not  ponibly  prove  of  any 
practical  value. 

The  subjects  of  geology  may  be  regarded  as  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  other  departments  of  natural  history,  as  to  beat>- 
•olately  inseparable.  '*  All  the  brandies  of  natural  history,  and 
moat  of  the  other  8ciences»  duster  around  geology,  and  lend  to  it 
and  each  other  a  mutual  support  No  man  can  make  great  ad- 
vances in  all  the  branches  ot  geology  ;  the  proper  course  to  bo 
pursued,  is  for  each  individual  to  b^x)me  acquainted  with  the  out- 
lines of  the  subject,  and  then  devote  his  attention  toaome  particu- 
lar branch  of  inquiry.  It  is  by  such  a  division  of  labor,  that 
geology  has  advanced  so  rapidly  within  a  few  vears.  The  geo- 
logist must  have  the  results  of  such  labors  before  he  can  draw 
definite  conclusions  on  some  points  of  geology. "^ 

When  the  work  in  the  departments  under  considaration  shall 
have  been  completed,  it  is  proposed  to  embody  in  a  final  report^ 
in  a  condensed  yet  intelligible  manner,  all  that  has  been  eNciied 
daring  the  progress  of  the  examinations,  as  well  as  what  is  now 
embodied  in  abstract  works  upon  those  subjects.  While  an  at- 
tempt will  be  made  to  rendt^r  this  of  value  to  the  man  of  science, 
the  subjects  of  practical  utility  will,  nevertheless^  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  view. 

Tbe  medical  properties  and  various  uses  to  which  the  indige- 
nous plants  of  our  state  may  be  applied,  are  at  this  time  scarcely 
known,  and  less  appreciated,  by  our  citizens ;  and  while  we  aie 
looking  abroad  for  many  articles  necessary  to  our  health  and 
comfort,  the  very  same  artides,  or  those  which  will  answer  the 
purpose  equally  well,  are  growing  in  abundance  around  us. 

COLLBCTIONS  FOB  THS    St^ITB   UnIVEBOTT. 

That  portion  of  the  duties  assigned  the  geological  board*  in- 
volving the  collection  of  specimens  of  natural  history  for  the  oni- 
a^ersity,  has  received  as  large  a  share  of  attention  as  a  taitbAil 
petforinanoe  of  the  other  duties  assigned  would  permit.  Hie 
preaent  time,  no  doubt,  offers  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to 
adpply  the  parent  university  and  its  braoehes  with  specimaDS  of 
aatnral  history,  than  any  that  will  again  soon  occur.  In  vtew  of 
the  limited  facilities  which  are  affor^d  for  the  study  of  these  aub- 
jects  in  the  colleges  of  our  country,  as  also  of  the  charaoier  wtiieb 
the  addition  of  such  facilities  would  give  to  our  state  institutioa» 
the  boar^  of  regents  have  manifested  a  deep  anxiety  to  furnish 
every  facility  in  their  power  lo  aid  in  making  these  coUectiona  ea 
perfect  as  possible. 

The  collections  already  made  in  the  several  departments  of 
csineralogy,  geology,  zoology  and  botany,  are  in  sudi  condition 

*GoT«nior  Mwcy'i  report  to  the  legiilatiire  of  the  itaCe  of  New  York,  on  the  snfaijeet 
of  the  geolofiGal  rarvey  of  that  itate. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOVSB  DCKIUMENTS.  Mf 

that  they  may  be  really  tranfferrad  to  the  uniTerahv,  at  Ana 
Arbor,  whenever  the  proper  arrangements  shall  have  been  ina<t« 
by  the  regents  for  that  purpose. 

The  board  of  regents  have  already  fumtthed  ample  rooins»  in 
this  city,  as  a  temporary  place  of  deposite  for  the  oollections  iww 
beung  mada. 

ToFoa&APHicAii  Dkpartmemt,  Maps,  &c. 

Tlus  department  of  the  geological  survey,  which  was  duly  or- 
ganized under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1888,  haa  been  pmced 
under  tho  immediate  charge  of  8.  W.  Higgins,  Esq;,  whose  ro* 
port*  Na  8,  is  hereto  appended. 

The  arduous  duties  connected  with  this  department  have  been 
performed  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  devotion  which  deserve 
the  highest  encomiums ;  and  we  trust  it  may  result  in  furnishing 
ibr  oor  state  an  amount  of  accurately  delineated  gaographim 
and  topographical  informatioa,  which  will  not  be  exceed^  byangr 
state  in  our  union. 

The  preaent  time  is  an  exceedingly  fovorable  one  for  cari^iiig 
forward  this  portion  of,  the  work ;  fur  at  this  time,  while  the  state 
angioeers  are  engaged  upon  our  works  of  internal  improvement^ 
and  while  the  United  States*  surveyors  are  engaged  in  subdivid-' 
ing  the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula^  we  are  enabled,  with  a 
oomparatively  small  amount  of  labor  and  expense,  to  collect  a 
vast  amount  of  the  most  aocarate  geographical  and  topographic 
eal  information,  which  unless  recorded  at  once  would  soon  be 
lost 

The  necessity  for  the  construction  of  accurate  geographical 
maps»  fat  the  delineation  of  the  geology  and  topography  of  the 
stale*  can  be  easily  understood  :  and  without  the  former,  the  pro* 
jectiao  of  the  latter  would  foe  a  dead  letter.  The  inaccuraoy  of 
our  present  maps,  together  with  their  reduced  scale,  is  well  kiKHra; 
and  the  neeessitv  for  the  construction  of  those  of  a  larger  aod 
more  perfect  character,  has  been  deeply  felt  by  every  person 
Vrhose  attention  has  been  called  minutely  to  the  subject.  In  or« 
der  to  avoid  the  embarrassment  which  this  defective  character  of 
geographicnl  information  is  daily  producing,  it  is  very  desirable 
lluit  the  remedy  should  be  provided,  with  as  little  delay  as  may 
be  oompatible  with  the  magnitude  of  the  work. 

Maps  of  the  seprate  counties  of  the  state  have  been  oom« 
flseaced,  upon  a  scale  of  two  miles  to  the  inch  ;*  a  size  which 
will  enable  us  to  place  upon  them  most  of  that  information  wUoh 
will  be  required  for  the  use  of  town  and  county  officers ;  such  as 
ike  length  of  fractional  section  lines,  variations  in  the  surveys, 
width  of  streams  at  the- crossings  of  the  section  lines,  principal 

^Thii  icale  k  a  fVactioD  bner  than  that  adopted  by  ihe  rarroTor  gvnaral  of  iheatali 
9i  N#w  Yoric,  lor  iIm  aapa  of  that  state,  which  w«ve  oanalnifltad  under  hie  diracliaB^ 
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roads.  Sec  &c  Upon  these  maps,  when  compleiedy  wilt  also  be 
iotroduced  the  cooifdete  geology  and  topography  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Id  order  that  the  materials  upon  which  to  base  these  maps  may 
alway»  be  at  hand,  the  complete  original  United  States'  mv^Gyit 
80  far  as  returns  have  been  made  to  the  land  offices  of  the  states 
have  been  copied ;  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  bom  the 
general  land  office  those  new  surveys  in  progress,  immediately 
upon  the  transmission  of  the  returns  by  ttie  deputy  surveyors. 
These  *'  plats,"  however,  only  designate  the  small  streams  and 
marshes  at  the  crossings  of  the  section  lines,  leaving  the  whole 
interior  of  the  sections  to  be  filled  uf^     In  order  to  accomplish 

^  the  inunense  work  of  filling  up  the  deficiencies  in  the  township 
maps,  each  of  the  assistants  engaged  in  the  survey,  is  mstructed 
to  take  into  the  field  perfect  copies  of  the  original  surveys  of  the 
district  in  which  he  may  be  engaged,  and  to  return  the  samewith  the 
streams  carried  out,  across  the  interior  of  the  sections,  together 
with  an  accurate  delineation  of  the  marshes,  small  lakes,  raogei 
of  hills,  the  area  of  diflferent  kinds  of  soils,  timbered  lands,  open- 
ingSf  prairies,  the  courses  of  the  township  roads,  Sec  &c.,  as  also 
with  the  geology,  and  so  much  of  the  topography,  as  the.  work 
may  warrant. 

The  difiicuhics  connected  with  the  construction  of  apcorate 
maps,  of  the  older  counties  of  the  state;  arc  much  increased  io 
eonsequencc  of' the  inaccuracy  of  the  original  United  States' sur* 
veys.  In  fact*  so  great  is  the  discrepancy,  in  many  instances,  as 
to  lead  to  the  inference  that  some  of  the  subdivisions  were  m2uie» 
or  platted*  without  going  upon  the  ground.  And  where  the  h'nes, 
in  many  parts  of  these  counties,  were  *•  run,"  the  variation  be- 
tween the  actual  and  proposed  course  is  so  great,  as  to  render  it 
nearly  impossible  to  make  the  **  work  close."  Many  streams  of 
considerable  magnitude,  are  wholly  omitted  upon  these  **  plats  f 
lal^s  and  swamps  are  placed  where  none  exist ;  and  amall  lake% 
in  a  few  instances,  have  been  found  to  be  upon  sections  widely 
separated  from  those  upon  which  they  are  represented,  facts  which 
are  known  to  have  given  rise  to  mistakes  of  a  most  serious  cha- 
racter. Instances  can  be  cited  where  lands  have  been  purchased 
at  the  land  office,  by  reference  to  the  *'  plats"  on  file,  and  those 
lands  afterwards  found  to  be  completely  covered  by  the  waters 

'  of  a  lake  :  others,  where,  in  consequence  of  erroneous  marks  at 
the  corners  of  sections,  lands  have  been  **  entered"  several  mtlea 
distant  from  those  intended ;  circumstaiices  which  tove  given  rim 
to  much  individual  distress. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  would  respeetfuHy  call  yoor 
attention  to  the  importance  of  dividing  the  northern  portion  of  the 
peninsula  into  counties,  and  assigning  to  each  a  definite  limit,  with 
as  little  delay  as  the  progress  of  United  States'  surveys  will  per- 
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mit  Tii9  oMBt  natural  dftiiidnt  may  at  vaaifiiy  todetennhied 
frMi  iofbrmation  which  wiU  beelieiteddoriii^  the  contintitnc!^  d[ 
the  work  in  progrew,  a«  at  ai^  iiiture  titvie4  By  adopting  thft- 
course  before  private  interest  comes  to  c^laah  opofi  the  tdbjeot, 
much  legislation  may  be  avoided;  at  the  same  time  that  it  will 
throw  ttiose  portions  of  our  state  into  such  a  form  that  they  may 
be  more  satisfactorily  projected  upon  the  maps  now  in  progress. 
No  possible  objection,  it  is  conceived,  can  be  urged  against  thi9 
course,  while  it  may  fairly  be  supposed  it  will  result  in  great 
good. 

Reports  of  Gwhoqical  Assistants. 

The  repprts  of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Douglass  aud  Bela  Hubbard,  as^ 
sistants  in  the  geological  department  proper,  of  the  survey,  num- 
bered 4  and  S«  are  nereto  appended.  The  great  mass  of  ^(y 
graphical  and  topographical  infermaticWi  whacb  thej^  haxr*  beeb  io^ 
austrtuunly  ec^aged  in  collectifig«  could  not  be.lnid  bef^preiyogu, 
except  in  connection  with  complete  maps  of  the  counties  iR'wbioiv, 
tbe^  baife  been  engaged.  The  duties  which  were  aasjgnedtth^fai) 
assistants,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  diiQcukies  by  wh\<^  tliey^i 
have  been  surrounded,  have  buea  accomplished  ip  amfumer  bi§t|ly 
creditable  ^  aod  we  have  now  oo  file  nearly  all^thei  maMet'f^q^h; 
aila  for  ti»  complete  elucidation  of  ijae  conditioB^  apd  re^oovtiiri 
Mwell  as.  for  the  construction  of  ip^pft  of  the.  qonptiem  jnifatfT 
survey  of  whkib  they  have  been  eogagpd*  .      ^    : 

The  ^oosideratioo  of  that  portion  pf  the  work  which  relates 
fiore  particularly  to  agriculture*  it  baa  beeo  rieeined  advia^b)^* 
thus  faff  to  defer,  for  the  very  ^opd  Feasoq  tba.^  sMffici<«it  imetmn 
ootyet^  plapseid  for  the  complete  aaalysi/^  pf  tbe^  soils,  a.  labor 
which  i^iust  he  performed  before  minute  practical  conclusiona<aii> 
b^  drawn.    The  extent  of  certain  characters  oi  spiJn,  in  the  om^* 
tie^.e^amined,  together  with  their  adaptat^  to  the.  purppaea  <>f' 
agricuhore,and  the  remedies  neces9ary  to  a^pply  any  defeqj^in 
their  comppsitipo,  are  sufcgects,  to  the  considei;atjiiin)  of  which' oHidi . 
time  ^  already  been»  and  will  hereafter  ji^idevoted-  ^ 

Upon  the  first  opeoipg  of  apring,  it  is  proppsed  to  moaw  tfia 
miottte  surveys  Jn  the  southern  counties  of.  the  state,  aod  lo  cooH 
plate  tiie  work,  in  each  of  those  counties^i  aa ,  rapidly  laa  pimiliK 
staooea  will  permit 

.The  difficuUiea  by  which  we  weresurcouodediap^rffctipgihff 
aurvey,  under  the  origkial  act,  have  been  removcid  by  the  preseoi 
plan  of  organizatioiv  and  moving  on  aa  a  whole,;  tbe  asaistaooei 
aiid  aupport  given  each  other,  by  the  sepanata  dapartmentsw  it 
such,  that  a  much  larger  amount  of  labor  is  accomplished  thao^. 
under  aih^  ctroumstaocesy  couki  possibly  be  done*  while  the  w^fk 
is^  At  Ifoe  saaoe  time,  rendered  uoiibrm  aqd  conrftplet^*   . 

In  cMduaioo,  I  would  respectfully  tender  through  you  my 
51 
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graleAil  acknowledgmeDts  as  well  for  the  uniform  kiadoMB  wtlk 
which  J  have  been  reeetv«d>  as  for  the  raluabie  infornMOion  mod 
assistance  which  has  been  reodeved  to  the  work  in  progress^  hf 
the  citiaens  of  our  state. 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON. 
SiateCMagitL 
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(No.  L) 

Report  of  DocL  Abm.  Soger ,  Zoologist  of  Geohgicdl  Survey, 

DetroUt  January  12,  isao* 
To  Douglass  Hovqhtchi,  'State  €ltologiti* 
'  Siki— In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  Mardi 
2i,  1938^  providing  for  a  geological  survey  of  (he  state,  the  on- 
dmigned  respectfully  submits  the  following  report  of  the  progresii 
made  in  the  zoological  department. 

Previous  to  solmiining  the  result  of  the  investigation  in  thisd^ 
pavtment  during  the  past  year,  permit  me,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
those  whose  lit)eralify  and  aeal  for  the  interest  of  oar  state  autho* 
rfased  the  survey,  to  present  a  condensed  view  of  the  objects  unci 
anticipated  results  of  the  idveitigation  in  this  department. 

To  investigate  as  far  as  practicable  the  mode  of  existeftcei  the 
relative  position,  office  and  influence  in  the  sentient  organic  woritf 
of  every  anima!  native  to  our  state,  from  the  msect  of  ephemeral 
existence,  the  worm  that  wends  its  way  darkling  through  a  brief 
and  simple  life,  to  the  quadruped  of  most  varied  and  c<mplicatied 
structure  and  functions,  more  especially  their  relation  to  and  in* 
ftuencCf  either  direct  and  obvious,  or  indirect,  upon  the  interest 
and  happinerss  of  man :  operating  by  the  developement  of  our  in- 
tellectual and  morat  fiatores,  and  ministerii^  to  our  physical  ne* 
cessities, — to  ascertain  if  possible  the  means  of  renderm^  them  di* 
reollysubservient  to  our  interests  and  avert  the  evils  arising  from 
an  eicessive  devdopetnent  of  the  specie8,--»to  collect,  preserve 
and  sjrstematioally  arranget  in  order  to  display  affinities  of  stmo^ 
ture,  specimens  of  every  species,  and  materials  illustr  tive  of  their 
habits  and  histincts,  the  wtiole  with  a  view  to  excite  and  dissemi- 
nate a  taste  for  the  interesting  and  important  study  of  Eor.logy>^ 
These  appear  to  have  been  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  le- 
gislature that  framed  and  enacted  the  bill  authonzing  the  investi* 
gation. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  no  wei)  di» 
rected  or  availing  efibrts  can  be  made,  either  to  improve  the  ad- 
vantages or  avert  the  evils  growii^  out  of  oar  conneetioB  with 
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the  animal  world,  without  ao  intimate  acquaintance  with  their 
structure,  capabilities  and  habits.  Destitute  of  this  knowledge, 
we  but  strike  in  the  dark*  and  are  mor^  likely  to  impair  than  pro- 
mote our  interests. 

It  wid  be  seen  at  a  glapce  ^h^t  ti)Q  j»t)bject  is  of  vast  extent ; 
and  surely  if  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  the  inorganic  world, 
with  a  view  to  determine  its  general  laws,  ofwhitih  to  a^iiil  o\jj*- 
aelves  to  advance  our  interest,  19  worthy  of  encourtigerhenf  tii  of 
last  importance,  not  less  fero  are  thdse  manrfoKJ  and  varied  mani- 
fisstations  of  the  Infinite  that  constitute  the  phenomefia  of  the  or- 
ffanic  world,  and  the  proper  study  of  the  Botanist  and  Zoolbgtst.' 
Nor  should  we  anticipate  less  important  results  when  thc^e  In- 
dies have  been  prosecuted  to  the  educin^i;  those  general  pHnciples 
that  rule  the  organic  creation,  than  we  already  derive  fi-om  an  ac- 
quaintance with  those  by  which  the  inorganic  world  is  di^ected  and 
governed*  As  intellectual  pursuits,  in  moral  interest  arid  stfblimi- 
ty,  they  do  not  concede  the  palm  of  superiority  to  any  other  sub- 
jects  whatever.  Surely  the  mind  that  can  view  from  the  pinna- 
cle of  the  temple  of  science,  at  a  glance,  the  whole  organic  world 
outspread  beneath  him»  can  comprehend  its  vast  and  intricale  ma- 
chinery, and  behold  it  moving  by  a  few  simple,  uniform  and  un- 
varying principles,  is  fiivored  with  a  prospect  not  less  sublime 
than  tlukt  to  whose  intellectual  vision  the  whole  inorganic  world 
is  revealed.  ' 

As  early  in  the  season  as  the  necessary  arrangements  and  pre- 
parations would  permit,  we  commenced  our  labor,  the  results  of 
which  will,  in  part,  be  found  in  the  subjoined  catalogue.  Of  many 
of  the  species  contained  in  the  catalogue,  the  requisite  number  of 
species  have  been  preserved  ;  of  some  other  species,  a  much  lar- 
ger number  than  was  required  have  been  collected,  with  a  view 
to  foreign  exchanges,  and  in  consequence  of  the  rarity  of  others, 
not  a  sufficient  number  have  been  secured.  Besides  the  species 
enumerated  in  the  catalogue,  a  very  considerable  number  belonging 
to  the  inferior  class^  have  been  obtainedrbut  do  not  yet  admit  of 
arrangement  in  a  catalogue.  Although  a  considerable  afnoutit  of 
materials  have  been  coltected  towards  forming  a  history  6f  the 
•ubjects  of  our  investigation,  yet  much  remains  to  be  accomplish- 
ed before  the  subject  can  be  said  to  approach  completeness. 

ABM.  SA6ER,  State  ZodogxH* 
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CATALOGUE. 

Clas^  Mabcmalia. 

Order  Qus^drum^ji^ 

:    Ffiip.,Vegperulionidae.    Gi»y,    Bats 

Spb-farp.  YospertilioDiDaQ,'   Gray.       ^ 
,  Vespertilk)  arcuaUis.    Say. 

Order  F«raie*  Lino.  , 

Pa^.  F^lidae  . 
.       .    IjuiHWoccideDtalw.    Rich*  Wolf 
.  ,  ,  ,      .  Vulpes  fulvua.    L.  Red  fox 
,    Fam.  Musteiidae*    Sw. 
.    Siib-fenK  Ursinfie,    Sw. 

Procyon  lotor,  t.  RaocooQ  . 
,  Subfiis^in.  Mustelinae.    Sw-     . 

.    Pulorius  Imreola.    Guv«  .  Mink 
Fam.  Sorocidae.    S. 

Sorex  parvus.    Say.    Sbrew 
Scalops  canadensis.    Guv.    Canada  mde 
Condylura  macroqra*    HarL    Slar  mmd  moir 
Order  Glires.  Linn. 
.  .  Dtv.  Jst  CJavicuIata 

Fiber  zibeticus.     L.    Musk  rat 

Arvicola^-" 

Meriones  canadensis^  III.  Jumping  mouse 
Spermophilus  Hoodii^    F.  Cuv. 
Sciurus  vulpinus !  Gm.  Pox  squinel 
carolinenwa.  h.  Gray  squirrel 
Sciurus  budspnius.  L«  Chickaree 
n^er.    L.  Black  squirrel 
Tamja.  striata,    Kl.  Ground  squiniel 
Div.  Jbclaviculata 
i*^»u»  americaiuuu    Ghl    Americaii  hare 

Class  Aves. 
Order  I^ptor9s 
Pam.  FaleoDidae 
Sub-fam.     Aquilinae.    Eagles 
Pandion  americanus.     Sw.    Fish  eagle 
Aquila  leucocephalus.    Bald  eagle 
Sub-iam.    Buteoninae.     Buzzards 

Buteo  Sancti  Johannis.    Gm.  Black  hawk 
lagopus.?    Roughed  legged  hawk 
lineatus,  Aud.    Red  breasted  hawk 
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Circus  eyaoeus.    L.    Marsh  hawk 
Sub-fam.    Falconinae.    Falcons 

Faloa  peregiinus.    Gm.    Wiandering  falcon 
sparverius.    L.     Amer.  sparrow  hawk 
columbarius.    L*    Pigeoh  hawk 
Sub-fam.    Acdpitnnae.    Hawks 
Accipher  peDDsylvamous.    Sw. 

i^ooperi.     Nutt.    Cooper's  hawk 
Astur  borealis.    Sw.    Red  tailed  hawk 
Fam.    Strigidae  Owls 

Scotophilus  acadict.    Sw%     Little  owl 
Qtos.  bracbyotus.    Sw;  '  Short  eared  ow! 

▼ulfj^ris.    Sw.    Long  eared  owl 
Asio  virgiokma.    Sw.    Great  horned  owt 
Ulula  nebulosa.    Cuv..    Barred  owl 
Njctea  Candida.    Sw.    Snowy  owl 
Surnia  funeiea.     Dum.    Hawk  owl 
Order  Insessores — Perchers 
Tribe  Dentirostres 
Fanu  Jjaniadae 
Sub^fam*    Lanianae 

I^nius  septentrionalis.    Ghm.    Shrike ' 
Sub-fam.    Tymnnhiae 

Tyrannus  intrepidus.    Sw.    Great  crested  king  bird 
crinoa.    Bw.    King  trird 
inornata.     Nutt 
Tyrannala  fusca.    Sw.     Phebe 

vrrens.    Sw.     Wood  pewee 
acadicd.    Sw.    Little  pewee 
Traillii.    Sw.     Trail's  pewee 
Fam.  Merulidae 
Sub-ftro.    Merulinae 
Orpheus  polyglottis.    Sw.    Mocking  bird 
rufus.    Brown  thrush 
felivox.    Sw.    Cat  bird 
migratorius.    Sw.    American  robin 
mustelinui.    Sw.     Wood  thrush 
aurocapillus.    Golden  crowned  thrush* 
aquaticus.    Water  thrush 
Imdv  Svltkdae 
Sub-iam.    Saxioolinae 

Sialia  Wilsonii.     Sw.    Blue  bird 
Sub-fam«    Sylviaoae 

Oolkuvora  ooerulea;    Sw. 
Sub-fam.    Parianae 
Setophega  rutiGiUa.<    Sw.    Amen  redstart 

canadensis.    Sw.    Canada  flycatcher 
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Setophaga  cucullatai.    Sw.    Hooded  flycatcher 
Dumecola  (7)  Wilsonii.    Sw.     Wiisoo'a  flycatcher 
Sylvicola  americana.    Sw.    Blue  yellowbaci^  flycatcher 
discolor.    Sw.    Prairie  warbler 
coronata*    Sw.    Yellow  crowned  warbler 
castaoea.    Sw.    Baybreasted  warbler 
icterocephala.    Sw.    Cfaesoutsided  warbler 
Blackburoaee.    Sw.    Blackbumian  warbler 
virens.    Sw.    Summer  ydlowbird 
Canadensis.    Blackthroated  blue  warbler 
Vermivora  pimit.    Sw.    Pine  warbler    . 

chrysoptera.    Sw.    Goldenwiiiged  warbler 
rubricapilla.    Sw.    Naahville  warbler 
Mniotilta  varia.    Yeill.    Black  and  while  creeper 
Parus  palustris.    L.    Black  capt  tit 
Trichas  persooatus.    Sw.    Maryland  yellow  throat 
Fam.  Ampelidae 
Sub-fam.    Yireoninae 
Vireo  olivaceus.    Wils.    Redeyed  greenlet 
Yireo  flavifrons.    Veill.    Yellowthroated  greenleC 

noveboracensii.    Bon.    White  eyed  greenlet 
Sub-fam.    Bombycillinae 

Bombycilla  carolinensis.    Briss.    Cedar  bird 
Sub-fam.    Garrulinae 
Cyanurus  cristatus.    Sw.    Bluejay 
Fam.  Sturnidae 
Sub-fam.    Scaphidurinae 
Quiscalis  versicolor.    Veill.    Crow  blackbird 
Scolecophagus  ferrugineus.    Sw.    Rustle  grakle 
Sub-fanu    Icterinae 
Icterus  Baltimoiie.    Daud.    Gk>Iden  oriole 
spurius.    Bon.    Orchard  oriole 
Sub-fam.    Aglainae 
Dolichonyx  orizivora.    Sw.    Rice  buntinff 
Affelaius  phoenireus.    Bill.    Swamp  blackbird 
Molothrus  pecorii.    Sw.    Cowpen 
Stumella  coUaris.    BiO.    Meadow  lark 
Fam.  Fringillidae 

Sub-fam.    Coccothraustinae 
Coccoborus  ludovicianus.    Sw.    Redbreasled  grosbeak 
Carduelis  americana.    Sw.    Yellow  bird 
Sub-fam.    Tanasrinae 
Phoenisoma  ruonu    Sw.    Summer  red  bird 
Pipillo  erythropthalmus.    Veill.    Toweebuntii^ 
Sub-fiun.    Fringillinae 
Fringilla  graminea.    Wils.    Ground  sparrow 
juncorum.    Lath.    Fiekl  sparrow 
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Zoootrichia  Mtaontnmi.    Sw.    SavaBoa  finch 

leucophrys.    Sw.    White  crowned  tpiiTow 
penDs^ivaoicfl.    Sw.    Whitethroated  sparrow 
melodia. .  Sw.    Song  sparrow 
Ammodramus  palustris.    Sw.    Swamp  sparrow 
Cboodestea  strigata.    Sw.    Lark  finch 
Emberiza  caoadeosis.    Sw.    Tree  stMurrow 

aioericaiia.    Wils.    Black  toroated  bunting 
ojanea.    Sw.    Indigo  bird 
Plectrophanes  nivalis.    Selb. 
Sub-fam.    Alaodinae 

Alauda  cornuUu    Wils.    Lark 
Sub-fam.    Motacillinae 
Anthus  aquations.    Bech. 
Tribe  dd— Scansores 
Fam.  Picidae 

Ficos  vilk)sus.    L.    Hairy  woodpecker 

pubescens.    L.    Downy  woodpecker 
Dendrocopus  varius.    Sw.    Yellow  bellied  woodpecker 
Drvotomus  pileatus.    Sw.     Log  cock 
Colaptes  auratus.     Sw.    Flicker 
Melanerpes  erytbrooephalus.     Sw.     Redheaded  wood- 
pecker 
Cen^urus  carolinus    Sw.    Carolina  woodpecker 
Fam.  Certhiadae 
Sub-fam.    Certhianae 

Certhia  famiKaris.     L.    Creeper 
Sub-fam.    Sittmae 

Sitta  caroUoensis.    L.    White  bellied  nuthatch 
Sub-fam.    Trogkxiitinae 
Thryotboros  palustris.    Veil).    Marsh  wren 
Troglodytes  europeus.     Winter  wren 
Fam.  Cuculidae 
Sub-fam.    Cuculinae 
Erytbrophrys  domenicus.    Sw.    Blackbilled  cuckoo 
Coecysus  americanus.    Sw.     Yellowbilled  cuckoo 
Tribe  4th-^Tenuirostre8 
Fam.  Trochilidae 

Trochilus  colubris*    L.    Humming  bird 
Fam.  Halcyonidae 

Ispida  alcyon.    Sw* 
Fam.  Caprimulgidae 

Caprimutgus  vociferous.    L.     Whippoorwill 
Chordeiles  americana.     Sw.    Night  jar 
Fam.  Hirundinae 

Cypselusi  pelasgius.    Temm.    Chimney  swallow 
Hirundo  purpuieus.    L.    Purple  martin 
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Fam.  Kiraada  rufe.    Gin.    Barn  fwailow 

Hirundinae 
Hirundo  bicolor«     Veill. 
Order  Rasores 
Fam.  Tetraonidae 

Bonasia  umbellus;     Bon.    Rufled  grouse 
Tetrao  capida     L*.    Prairie  lien 

canadensis.     L.    Canada  groase 
Ortyx  virginiana.    Steph.    American  quail 
Fam.  Columbidae 
Ectopistes  carolinensis.     Sw.     Turtle  dove 

migratorius.    Sw.    Passenger  pigeob 
Order  Grallatores.     Waders 
Fam.  Ardeadae 

Ardea  herodias.     L.     Blue  heron 
Egretta  americana     Sw.     Egret  heron 
Butor  amerioana.     Sw.    Ameri(ian  bittern 
exiKs.     Sw.     Least  bittern 
Fam.  Rallidae 
Fulica  chloropus.    6m.    Common  galltnale 

atra.     Wils.  .  Common  coot 
Rallus  virginianus.     L.     VirginisB  rail 
noveboracensis.    Bon. 
Fam.  Scobpacidee 

Scolopax  minor.     Gm.     Woodcock  ^ 

griseus.    Gm.     Red  breasted  snipe 
Wilsonii.     Bm.     Wilson's  snipe 
Limosa  fedoa.     Veill.    Marbled  godwit 
Tringa  pectoralis.     Bon.    Pectoral  sand^po: 
minuta.    Leisl.     Small  sand^piper. 
Wilsonii.    Nutt     Wilsonfs  sandpiper 
cinerea.     Knot 
Totanus  melanoleucus.    Veill.     Tell-tale 

flavipes.    Veill.     Lesser  yellow  shanks 
Bartramius.    Temm.    Bartram's  tatler 
macula rios.    Temm.    Spotted  sand-piper 
chloropygius.    Veill.    Green  rump  sand  pipar 
Strepsilas  inter  pres.     111.     Turnstone 
Charadriadae 
Charadrius  yociferus.     L.     Kildeer  plover 

pluvialis.     L.     Gtilden  plover 
Squatarola  melanogaster,  Bech. 
Order  Natatores 
Fam.  Anatidae 

Sub'fam.    Anserinae 
Cygnus  musicus.     Beoh.    Swan 
Anser  Canaden6is%    Veill.    Canada  goose 
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Anser  hyperboreti»i    P«IL    Soow  gooM 
Sub-fam.    Anatinae.    River  dqoks 
Mareca  americaaa.    Leach..    Afnorioan  wic^eoiD 
Dendronensa  sponsa.    Sw.    Tree  duck 
CbauliodiM  sUefera.    Sw.    Gadwali 
Anas  ciypenta*    8m.    Shoveller 
Boscbas  domeBtjca.    Sw.     Mtllard 

,    cr0cca.    Ow.    Greeawtoged  teai 
discors.    Sw.    Bluewinged  teal 
obflCura.    Sw.    Dusky  duck  , , 

Dafila  caudacuta.    Leach.    Pintail  4uci  '       * 

Sub-fam  Fuligulinae  ] 

Fuligula  ferina.    Steph.    Pochard 

valisneri.    Steph.    Canva^dback     . 
marilla.    Stepb-     Scaup  <^ck 
rufitorques.    Bon.    Riogo^k 
Claoffulla  albeota.    Rich.    Buflelhead 
Haruda  facialis.    ISw.     Longtalled  duck 
Sub-lam.  Merganidae 

Mergus  merganser.     L.    Gooseander 
serrator.    L. 

cucullatus.    L.    Cresrted  merganser 
Pam.  Coiymbidae   , 

Podioeps  rubricollis.    Lath.     Rednecked  gvebai 

cornutusi    Lath.    Homed  grebe 
Dasyptilutm^lineasis.    Sw.    Piedifebohiok        ; 
Fam.  Aicadae 
Sub-fanL  Ltrkbe 

Sterna  Hirunda    L.    Swallowtailei  tern 
Sub-fam.  Larus  BonapartiL    Sw.    BonaptrleVi  guH 
zonorhynchoi;    fi«ck 
glaucus.    Brunn. 
atricilla.    Sw. 

Class  RiiFnuA. 
Order  Chelonia 

Ostudo  ciausa.    Say.    Box  tortoise^ 
Emys  picta.    Schw. 

geographies.    Segr. 
guttata.    Schw. 
pennsylvaMoa.    Had. 
Chelydra  serpentina.    Schw.    Snapping  -turtto 
Order  Ophidia 

Coluber  obsoletui.    Say- 
constrictor.    L.   Black  snake 
sipedon«    I^    Brown  water  snakf 
saurita.    JU    Ribbop  snak0 
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Coluber  sirtalk.    L«    Garter  sMke 
proximus.  (?)  Say. 
puDCtatus.    L. 
septemvittatus.    Say. 
heterodoD.    Daud.     Hogoosed  snake 
eximius.    DeKay.    Chicken  snake 
vemalis.    DeKay.    Green  snake. 

Crotalus  tergeminus.    Say.    Rattle  snake 

Class  Amphibia. 
Order  Batrachia 
Bufo  musicus.    Cuv.     Toad 
Hyla  versicolor.    LeConte.    Tree  toad 
Rana  clamitans.    Daad. 

haiecina.    Daud.    Shad  Frog, 
palustris.    LeConte.    Tiger  frog 
sylvatica.    LeConte.    Wood  frog 
gryllus.    tioConte.     Savanuah  cricket 
Salamandra  symmetrica.    Harl. 
Salamandra  cinerea.  (!)  Gr. 

undetermined 
Menobranches  lateralis.    Harl. 

Class  Piscbs. 

Order  Acantbopterygii 
Fam.  Pei-coides 

Perca  flaveiscens  7    Cut.  and  VaL    Barch 
Labrax — undetermined 
Lucioperca  Americana.    Cuv.    Piekeral'  . 
Pomotis  auritus  7    Cut. 
Centrarohut  aeneus.    Cuv. 
Order  Malacopterygii  Abdominalet 
Fam.  Cyprinidae 

Labeo  Cyprinus.    Cuv. 

Catostomus  macrolepidotus.    Les.    Sucker 

nigricans.    Les. 
3  species  undetermined 
Fam.  Esoces 

Esox  reticuiatus.    Les.    Pike 
estor.     Les.    Muskelonge 
Fam.  Siluridae 

Pimelodus  catus.    Lac.    Catfish 
Fam.  Salmonidae 

Salmo  amethystes.     Mitch.    Trout 
Corregonus  albus.    L^s.  Whitefish 
Artedi.    Les. 
Fam.  Clupeae 

Hyodon  tergisos.    Les.    Herring 
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Fam.  Le|N808teu8.    Lac. 
Order  Malacopterygii  3ubbnichnta  . 
Fam.  Gadoides 

Lota  maculata.    Cuv.     Dogfish 
Order  Chondropterygii 
Fam.  SturioDes 

Sturio  maculosus?    Cut.    Sturgeon 
Fam.  Cyclostomes 

PetromyzoD  nigricaDs  7    Les.    Lamprey 

DIV.  MOLUSCA. 
Class  Chonchifera. 
Sect  Lamellipoda 

cyclas  similis.    Say. 

dubiosa.    Say. 
Naiadae.    Fresh  water  bivalves 
Unio  plicatus.    Say. 
alatus.    Say. 

J)urpureu8.    Say. 
ieisciolaris.    Raf. 

undulatus.    Barnes. 

multiradiatus.    Lea. 

circulus.    Lea. 

penitus.    Con. 

lapillus.    Say. 

compressus.    Loa. 

triangularis.    Barnes. 

cariosus.     Say. 
^       fragijis.     Raf. 

subrotundus.    Lea. 

coelatus,    Con. 

iris.    Lea. 

hildrethianus.    Lea. 

siliquodideus.    Barnes. 

nasutus.    Say. 

rectus.    Lam. 

dilatatus.    Raf. 

tuberculatus.    Raf* 

bullatus.    Raf. 

olivarius.     Raf. 

rubiginosus.     Lea. 

gibbosus.     Raf. 

ventricosu^    Bar. 
Anodoota  Ferrussaciana.    Lea. 

cataracta.     Say. 
AlasmodoDta  marginata.    Say. 
undulata.    Say. 
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AlasmodoDta  edentula*    Say. 

ClA80  MoLIJSCiU 

Order  Gasteropoda 
Phyliidiana 

Patella 
Order  Trachefipoda 
Colimacea 

Heli^  solitaria.    Sav. 
albolabris.     Say. 
zaieta.     Say* 
multilineata.    Say 
clausa.    Say. 
matema.    Say. 
fallax.     Say. 
hirsuta.    Say. 
perspectiva.     Say. 
paliiata.    Say. 
inflecta.    Say. 
thyroidus.     Say. 
fraterna.    Say. 
iigera.     Say. 
fuKginosa.    Say. 
coocava.     Say. 
profunda.    Say. 
alternata.     Say. 
trideDtata.    Say. 
inornata.    Say' 
elevata.     Say. 
arboreus.    Say. 
Pupa  ovata.     Say. 
Succioea  ovalis.    Say. 

campestris.    Say. 
LymDeana 
Planorbis  trivolvis.    Say. 
exacuus.    Say. 
campaDuIatus.    Say. 
bicariDatua,     Say. 
Physa  heterostropha.    Say. 

elongata.     Say. 
Lymneus  columellus.    »Say. 
elodes.    Say. 
desidiosus.    Say. 
stagnalis. 
Melaniaua 
Melania  virginica.    Say. 

depygis,    Say- ' 
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Yalvata  tmarioata.    Saf« 
sinoera*    Say. 

Fiiodnia  tboita.    Say.  - 

ponderoaa.    Say. 


Rsport  of  DocU  John  Wright,  Botanist  of  the  Gtotogical  suntey. 

Detroit^  January  Ist^  1S3&, 
To  Douglass  Houghton*  State  Geolqgist. 

Sib — Iq  complmnc0  with  the  act  passed  by  the  state  legisla*^ 
ture,  March,  1838^  providing  for  a  geological  survey  of  the  state, 
the  undersigned  respectfully  submits  the  iollowiiig  report : 

The  eiaminatioos  in  the  botanical  departnnent  ot  the  survey, 
during  the  past  season,  have  been  made  in  the  two  xnoBi  southern 
ranges  of  counties  of  the  state,  from  the  Detroit  river  te  Lake  Mi- 
chigan, excepting  the  coulaty  of  Monroe,  and  in  St.  Clair  county. 

The  extensive  requisitions  of  the  bill,  making  it  obligatory  OQ 
those  engaged  in  investigating  the  natural  history  of  tl^  state^  to 
collect  a^  preserve,  as  Tar  a^  practicable,  seventeen  specimens  of 
each  kind  of  its  products^  has  been  the  principal  inducement  for 
coofinioig  the  sphere  of  action  to  the  above  pientioned  portions  of 
the  state.  The  bulky  apparatus  necessary  to  be  conveyed  from 
plaoe  to  place,  during  tbe  excursions,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
dants  in  such  extensive  collection^  and  the  requisite  convenience^ 
for  drying  and  protecting  them,  render  it  impracticable  to  exa* 
mine  a  very  great  extent  of  country,  and  particularly  such  por* 
tions  of  it  as  are  unsettled,  during  a  single  season,  or  until  the 
principal  mass  is  collected. 

The  plan  adopted  during  the  past  season,  was  to  make  the  coU 
lecUons  in  the  more  inhabited  portions,  or  in  such  situations  of  the 
country  as  are  the  most  fkvorable  for  the  preservatioa  of  the 
pbots,  and  get  together,  as  far  as  possible,  the  required  number  of 
those  species  which  are  found  in  them. 

The  parts  which  we  have  examined,  undoubtedly  cootaio  the 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  species  which  grow  in  the  stale ; 
and  as  they  are  sufficiently  settled  to  possess  the  requisite  facili- 
ties for  acquiring  such  extensive  collections,  we  have  been  ena- 
bled to  accumulate  a  large  number  of  specimens,  which  could 
not  have  been  collected  under  any  other  circumstances ;  and*  at 
the  same  time*  to  include  in  them  the  ro^ority  of  the  individual 
plants  of  the  state  ;  thereby  preventing  the  embarrassing  neces* 
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sity  of  secariog  this  extensiye  mass  while  investigatiiiglaffgttcaiid 
less  inhabited  tracts,  where  these  facHides  are  not  ofii^^« 

With  the  able  assistance  o(  Mr.  George  H.  Bull,  assistant  bota- 
nist, I  have  been  enabled  to  examine  between  eight  cMsd  Bine  hun- 
dred native  or  naturalized  species  of  phemfgamous  or  flowering 
plants ;  and  to  collect  specimens  of  each,  illust^-ative  of  their  cha- 
racter, amounting,  in  all,  to  about  nine  thousand,  which  are  now 
in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  More  than  this  number  of 
species  were  observed  growing  in  the  counties  examined,  but  they 
were  not  in  a  proper  condition  for  (he  selection  of  specimens  for 
preservation  at  the  time  of  observation. 

A  considerable  number  of  cryptogamous  or  flowerless  plants 
were  also  noticed  and  secured. 

It  has  been  our  object,  whil^  making  these  collections,  to  select 
those  specimiens  which  will  exhibit  all  the  characters  of  the  indi- 
viduals ;  and  for  this  purpose,  all  parts  of  the  plant  have  been  ta- 
ken, as  iar  as  time  and  opportunity  would  admit  of. 

The  herbaceous  plants,  when  not  too  large,  have  been  kept  en- 
tire, including  their  roots,  stems,  leaves,  and  jflowers  ;  and  when 
too  large,  suitable  portions  of  each  have  been  taken  to  illustrate 
them  :  of  the  wood  ones,  small  branches  with  their  leaves,  and 
when  practicable,  flowers  and  fruit,  have  been  selected  for  the 
purpose :  and  it  is  intended  to  make  the  suit  more  perfect  by  po- 
curin^  sections  of  their  trunks,  which  want  of  tinle  prieventea  us 
from  doing,  during  the  botanizing  season.  The  size  of  the  paper 
sheet  used  for  holding  them  is  12  by  17  inches  ;  thus  allowmg  of 
the  preservation  of  ample  sized  ones,  which  have  ^accordingly 
been  chosen.  It  has  also  been  ncnsidered  necessary  to  a  com* 
plete  herbarium*  that  the  ripe  seeds  sliould  be  added,  and  those  of 
a  considerable  number  of  species  have  been  obtained  for  this  ob- 
ject. 

Observations  relating  to  the  individual  plants  hav6  been  made, 
witfi  reference  to  their  economicaf  and  medicinal  uses;  and  to 
their  correct  analysis  and  individual  characters.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention, in  this  report,  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  such  observa- 
tions ;  for  this  would  obviously  be  inlproper,  as  the  investigations 
are  not  finished,  and,  in  consequence,  not  juffieiently  com  [Mete  to 
allow  of  their  being  made  at  the  present  time ;  or,  if  made,  would 
cause  unnecessary  repetition  in  the  final  report. 

For  these  reasons,  I  have  thought  it  advisabks  to  confine  the 
notice  of  the  plants,  at  present,  to  a  Catalogue  of  their  names,  re- 
serving a  detailed  account  of  them  for  a  final  report;  and  endea- 
vor, in  the  mean  time,  to  collect  such  facts  in  regard  to  them,  as 
opportunity  shall  oflTer,  as  will  be  of  use  both  in  a  practical  and 
sdentific  point  of  view. 

It  is  my  intention  to  examine,  hereafter,  those  portions  of  the 
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state  which  have  not  been  expkxeci  and  r^idor  the  eolkeliomas 
complete  as  possible* 

The  accompanying  catalogiie  embraoes^  the  phenogBmoiis  and 
filicoid  plants  which  have  been  collected. 

JOHN  WRIGHT,  BotatmL  , 


CATALOGUE. 
A. 
Acalypha  virginica,  Linn.*    Three-seed  mercury 
Acer  oriocarpum,  Mx.    Silver  maple 
nigrum,  Mx.    Black  maple 
saccharinum,  Linn.    Hard  mapTe.    Sugar  maple 
Achillea  millefolium,  Linn.    Yarrow.     Milfoil 
Acnida  cannabina,  Linn.    Water  hemp.*    Indian  hemp 
Acorus  calamus,  Linn.    Sweet  flag 
Actaea  alba,  Bw.    White  cohosh 

racemosa,  Linn.    Cohosh.    Black  snake  root 
rubra,  Bw.    Baneberry 
Actinomeris  squarrosa,  Nutt 
Adiantum  pedatum,  Linn.    Maiden  hair 
Aesculus  glabra,  Ww.    Small  buck  eye 
Agrimonia  Eupatoria,  Linn.     Agrimony 
Agropyron  caninum,  R.  and  S. 
Agrostemma  Githago,  Linn.    Cockle 
Agrostis  alba,  Linn.    White  top 

clandestina  ?    Sprengel 

lateriflora,  Mx. 

tenuiflora,  Ww. 

vulgaris,  Smith.    Red  top 
Aira  cespitosa,  Linn. 
Aletris  farinosa,  Linn.    False  aloe 
Alisma  Plantago,  Linn.    Water  plantain 
Allium  canadense,  Linn.    Meadow^  garlic 

cernuum.  Roth. 

tricoccum,  Aiton.    Three  seed  leek 
Alnus  serrulata,  Ww.    Alder 
Alopecurus  geniculatus,  Linn.    Fox  tail 
Amarunthus  hybridus,  Linn 
Ambrosia  elatior,  Linn.     Hog  weed 

trifida,  Linn. 
Amelanchier  Botryapium,  Lind.    Shad  bush.    June  berry 
Amelanchier  ovalis,  Lind.    Medlar  bush 

sanguinea.  D.  CI 

*For  abbreTmtioni  of  antlion*  namet,  tee  th«  eai  of  Um  oMalogoe. 
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Anorpfaa cMMceoti Nutt.    Loadpianl 

Amphicarpa  moDoica,  Elliot 

AMdvommdm  cdycukta,  Linn.    Lmtfaer  leaf 

polifolia.  Linn.     Wild  ro&nmty 
Anemotie  aconkifoBa,  Mx. 

nemorosa^  Linn.    Wood  anemone 

virginiana,  Linn.     Wind  flower 
Andropogon  furcatus,  MuhK     Fork  spike 
Andropogon  nutans,  Linn.    Beard  grmsi 

scoparius,  M x.    Broom  grass 

virginicus,  Linn* 
Angelica  atropurpurea,  Lino.    Hjgh  angelica 

triquinata,  Mx. 
Anethum  foeniculum,  Fenael 
Anthemis  cotula,  Lina    May  weed 
Apios  tuberosa,  Moeachausem    Ground  niu 
Apocynum  androsaemifo1ium,^Linn.    Dog  bane 
hypericifolium,  Alton.    Indian  hemp 
Arabia  canadensis*  Linn.    Sickle  pod 

laevigata,  D.  C. 

lyrata,  Linn. 

sagittata,  Tonrey. 
Aralia  nudicaulis,  Linn.    Wild  sarsaparilla 

racemosa,  Linn.    Spikenard 
Arbutus  Uva-ursi,  Linn.    Bearf)eny 
Archemora  ambigua,  D.  C. 
Arctium  lappa,  Linn.    Burdock 
Arethusa  hulbosa,  Linn.    Arethusa 
Arenaria  stricta*  Mx. 

lateriflora,  Linn. 
Aristida  stricta,  Mx. 

Arum  triphylum,  Linn.     Wild  turnip.     Wake  robin 
Artemisia  canadensis,  Mx.    Wild  worm  wood 
Arundo  canadensis,  Mx.    Reed  ^aas 

coarctata,  Torrey 
Asarum  canadense,  Linn.     Wild  ginger 
Asclepias  incamata,  Lina 
Asclepias  lanceolata,  Ives. 

phytolaccoidesy  l<yon, 

purpurascens,  Linn. 

syriaca>  Linn.    Milk  weed 

tuberosa,  Linn.     Pleurisy  root     White  root 

verticiilata,  Linn. 
Aspidium  acrostiohoidesi,  Ww. 

asplenoides,  Linn.  » 

bulbiferum,  Ww. 

MM^femma,  i¥*w. 
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Aspidium  intermedkun,  IfuhL 

Dove-boracensisy  Ww. 

tfeelypteris,  Ww. 
Asjdenium  angustifolium,  Mx. 

ihelypteroides,  Mx.    Silvery  sfdeeowort 
Aster  acumiDatus  (7)  Mx. 

corymbosus,  Alton.  ' 

diversifolius,  Mx.  (?) 

laxus,  Ww. 

paoiculatusy  AitOD. 

salicifolus,  (7)  Pursh. 

sericeus,  Nutt. 

tradescanti)  Ww* 
Astragalus  canadensis,  Linn.    Milk  vetch 
AtberopogoQ  apludoides,  Mubl.    Beard  grass 

R 

Babtisia  alba,  Ww. 

tinctoria,  Brown.    Wild  indigo 
Batsehia  canescens,  Mx.    Puccoon.     False  bugldss 
Betula  excelsa,  Aiton.    Yellow  birch 

glandulosa,  Mx.    Scrub  birch 

papyracea,  Ww.    Paper  birch.    Canoe  birch 
Bidens  Beckiii  Torrey.    Water  marygold 
Bidens  cemeua,  Linn. 

frondoda,  Linn.    Burr  marygold.    Cuckold 

petiolata,  Nutt. 
Blephilia  ciliata,  Rafinesque. 

hirsuta,  Rafinesque. 
Blituai  virgatum,  Linn.     Slender  blitc 
Bolrychium  fumaroides^  Ww.    Grape  fefn 

virginicum,  Swartz.    Rattlesnake  fern 
Brachyelytrum  aristatum,  P.  de  B.     False  drop  grass 
Bromus  ciliatus,  Linn. 

pubescensy  Linn. 

pnrgans,  Linn. 

secalinus,  Linn.    Chess 
Buchenera  americana,  Linn.    Blue  hearts 

C. 

Cacalia  atriplicifolia,  Linn. 

tuberosa,  Nutt. 
Cakile  americana,  Nutt,     Sea  rocket 
Calla  palustris,  Linn.     Water  arum 
Calopogon  pulchellus,  Brown.     Grass  pink 
Caltha  palostris,  Linn.     American  cowslip 
Campanula  americana,  Linn. 

Erifloides.  Muhl.    Prickly  bell  flo' 
53 
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Campanula  rotundifolia,  Linn.    Flax  bell  flower 
Cannabis  saliva,  Linn.    Hemp 

Capsella  bursa-pastoris,  moenchausen.    Shepherd's  purse 
Cardamine  hirsuta,  Linn. 

pratensis,  Lino. 

rhomboidea,  D.  C. 
Carex  acuta,  Linn. 

alba  V.  setifolia,  Dewey. 

ampullacea,  Gmelin. 

anceps,  Schkuhr. 

aquatillis,  Wahlenberg. 

aurea,  Nutt. 

bromoides,  Schkuhr. 

bullata,  Schkuhr. 

cephalophora,  Ww. 

cespitosa,  Linn, 

collecta  ?    Dewey, 

conoidea,  Schkuhr. 

crinita.  La  Marck. 

cri8tata>  Schwinitz. 

curta,  Gmelin. 

Deweyana,  Schwinitz. 

disperma,  Dewey. 

festucacea,  Schkuhr. 

filiformis,  Gmelin. 

fiava,  Linn, 

folliculata,  Linn. 

formosa,  Dewey. 

gracillima,  Schwinitz. 

granulans,  Muhl. 

hystericina,  Ww. 

lagopodioides,  Schkuhn 

lacustris,  Ww. 

laxiflora,  LaMarck. 

limosa,  Linn. 

lupulina*  Muhl. 

marginata,  Muhl. 

miliacea,  Muhl. 

njgro-marginata  7    Schwinitz, 

(Ederi,  Ehrhart 

paniculata,  Linn. 

polytrichoides,  Muhl.  ^ 

pseudocvperus,  Linn. 

pube8cens,jyiuhl. 

retrorsa,  Schwinitz. 

scabrata,  Schwinitz. 

setacea,  Dewey. 
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Carez  squarroea,  Limi« 

stellulata,  Schrebei. 

stipata,  Muhl. 

stramuaea,  Ww^ 

sylvatica. 

tenera?  Dewev. 

tentaculata,  Mubl. 

teretiusculay  GmeliD. 

tricbocarpa,  MuhK 

trisperma,  Muhl 

vana  ? 

virescens,  Mubl. 

xaDthophysa,  Wahlenbur^. 
All  of  the  marsh  hay  made  in  the  state  is  compoied  of  moce  Of 
less  of  the  species  of  the  preceding  genus.  *  ■  ^  '• 

Carpinus  americana,  Mx.    Horn-b^ua 
>  Carya  amara»  Nutt     Bitter-nut 

porcina,  Nutt     Pig-nut 
Cassia  marylandica,  Linn.    American  senna  ^ 

Ceanothus  americanus,  Linn.    New  Jersey  tea 
Celastrus  scandens,  Linn.    Climbing  staff*tree 
Celtis  crassifolia,  LaMarck.    Hoop  ash 
Cenchrus  echinatus  v.  tribulordes,  Torrey.    Burivgrass 
Centaurella  paniculata»  Mx.    Screw-stem 
Cephaianthus  occidentalis,  Linn.    Button-biish 
Cerastium  vulgatum,  Linn.    Cbick-weed  : .  ' 

Chelone  glabra,  Linn.    Snake-head 
Chenopodium  album,  Linn.    Pig- weed 

ambrosioides,  Linn,    Sweet  pi((-weed 

Botrys,  Linn.    Oak  of  Jerusalem 

hybridum,  Linn. 

rubrum,  Linn. 
Chrysosplenium  americanum,  Swartz. 
Cicuta  bulbifera,  Linn. 

maculata,  Linn.    Water  hemlock 
Cinna  arundinacea,  Ww. 
Circaea  alpina,  Linn. 

Leutetiana,  Persoon.    Enchanter's  nightshade 
Claytonia  virginica,  Linn.    Spring  beauty 
Clematis  virgioica,  Liim.    Virgin's  bower 
Clintonia  borealis,  Rafinesque.    Wild  lily  of  the  valley 
Cnicus  discolor,  Ww.    Thistle 

i^lutinosus,  Bw. 
anceolatus,  Ww. 
odoratusy  Muhl. 
Pitoheri,  Torrey. 
Collinsia  vernay  Nutt 
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Collinsonia  caoadeDsis,  Linn.    Horse  balm 
Commelina  angustifolia,  M x. 
Comptonia  aspleni folia,  Ailon.     Sweel-fern 
Convallaria  multiflora,  Ww.    Giant  Solomon's  seal 
Convolvulus  Sepium,  Linn.     Wild  morning  glory 

spilhameus,  Linn.    Dwarf  morning  glory 
Coptis  trifolia,  Salisbury.     Gold  thread 
Gorollorhiza  multiflora,  Nutt. 

verna,  Nutt.    Coral-root 
Coreopsis  palmata,  Nutt. 

trichosperma,  M  x. 

tripteris,  Ww,    Tick-seed  sunflower 
Coriandrum  sativum,  Linn.    Coriander 
Comas  canadensis,  Linn. 
jDornus  circinata,  Scbwinitz. 

florida,  Linn.     Dogwood 

paniculata,  L'Heritier. 

sericea,  L'Heritier. 
Corylus  americaua,  Walter.    Hazle-nut 
Crataegus  ooccinea,  Linn.    Thorn-bush 

punctata,  Jaoquia     Thorn-tree 
Cryptotaenia  canadensis,  D.  C, 
Cuscuta  amerioana,  Linn.     Dodder 
Cynoglossum  amplexicaule,  Mx.    Wild  comfrey 

officinale,  LIdd.    Hound-tongue 
Cyperus  alterniflorus,  Scbwinitz* 

flavescens,  Linn. 

mariscoides,  Elliott 

phymatodesT  Muhl. 

strigosus,  Linn. 
Cypripedium  acaule,  Aiton*     Ladies'  slippar 

pubescens,  Swartz.     Mocassin-flower 

spectabile,  Swartz. 


Dalibarda  fragaroides,  Mx.    Dry  strawberry 
Danthonia  spicata,  P.  de  B.     Wild  oats 
Datura  Tatula,  Linq,    Purfrie  thorn-apple 
Decodon  verticillatum,  Elliott.    Swamp  willow-herb 
Dentaria  diphylla,  Mx.     Tooth-root    Pepper-root 

lacioiata^  Muhl. 
Desnuxlium  acuminatum,  D.  C. 

bracteosumi  D*  C. 

canadense,  D.  C.    Bush  trefoil 

canescens,  D.  C  ? 

ciliare,  D.  C. 

laevigatum,  D.  C. 
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Detmodium  marylandiourm  D.  C. 

nudiflorum,  D.  C. 

obtusum»  D.  C. 

paniculatum,  D.  C. 

rotundifolium,  D.  C.  > 

strictum,  D.  C. 
Diarrhena  americana,  P.  de  B. 
Diervilla  canadeDsis.    Ww.     Bush  honeysuckle 
Digitaria  filiformis.  Elliott. 

sanguinalis,  ScopolL    Fioger-grass 
Dioscorea  villosa,  Linn.     Yam-root 
Dracocephalum  virginianum,  Ww.    Dragon-head 
Drosera  longifolia,  Linn. 

rotundifolia,  Linn.     Sundew 
Dulichium  spathaceum,  Persoon.    Galingale 

E. 

Eleusine  indica,  LaMarck. 
Elymuscanadensis,  v*  glaucifolius,  Torrey. 

Hystrix,  Linn.    Hedgehog-grass 

villosus,  Muhl.    Lime-grass 

virginicus,  Linn.    Wild  rye 
Epigaea  repens,  Linn.    Trailing  arbutus 
EpUobium  coloratum,  Muhl. 

lioeare,  Muhl. 

molle,  Torrey. 
Epipbegus  virginianus.  Barton.    Beech-drops 
Erigeron  bellidifolus,  Ww. 

canadense>  Linn.    Flea-bane 

heterophyllus,  Muhl 

philidelphicus,  Linn. 

strigosus,  Muhl. 
Eriocaulon  pellucidum,  Mx. 
Eriophorum  angustifolium  7     Bw. 

polystachyon,  Linn.    Cotton  grass 
Eryngium  aquaticum,  Linn.    Button  snake  root 
Erythronium  americanum,  Smith.     Dog  tooth  violet 
Euchroma  coccinea,  Nutt.     Painted  cup 
Euonymus  americanus,  Linn. 

obovatus,  Nutt.    . 
Eapatorium  ageratoides,  Linn. 

amoenum,  Pursh. 

perfoliatum,  Litan.    Boneset.    Thorough  wort 

sessilifolium,  Linn. 
Euphorbia  corolata,  Linn. 

maculata,  Linn. 

polygonifolia,  lion. 
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Equisetum  anrense,  Linn.  Horse  tail 
hyemale  LIdd.  Scouring  rush 
limosum,  Torrey. 

F. 

Fagus  sylvatica,  Linn.    Beech 
Festuca  duriuscula  ?    Linn. 

nutans,  Ww. 

tenella,  Ww. 
Fragaria  vir^iniana,  Linn.    Strawberry 
Frasera  caroTiniensis,  Walter.    Columbo 
Fraxinus  acuminata,  La  M arck..    White  ash 

pubescens,  Walter.    Red  ash 

sambucifolia,  vVw.    Black  ash 
Fuirena  squarrossa,  Mx. 

G. 

Galeopsis  Tetrahit,  Linn.    Flowering  nettle 
Galium  asprellum  ?    Mx. 

boreale,  Pursh. 

circaezans,  Mx. 

lanceolatum,  Torrey. 

obtusum  ?    Bw. 

pilosum,  Aiton. 

tinctorium,  Linn.    Wild  madder 

trifidum,  Linn. 
Gaultheria  hispidula,  Muhl. 

prpcumbenst  Linn.    Wintei^reen 
Gaura  biennis,  Linn.    Virginian  loosestrife 
Gentiana  crinita,  Froelich.     Fringed  gentian 

quinqueflora,  Ww. 

saponaria,  Linn.    Soap  gentian 
Geranium  maculatum,  Linn.    Crane's  bill 

robertianum,  Linn. 
Gerardia  auriculata,  Mx. 

flava,  Linn.    Fal«e  foxglove 

glauca,  Eddy. 

pedicularia,  Linn. 

purpurea,  Linn. 
Greum  rivale,  Linn.     Purple  avens 

strictum,  Aiton.     Upwright  avens 

virginianum.  Linn.     Avens 
Gleditschia  triacanthos,  Linn.    Honey  locust 
Glyceria  fluilans,  Brown.     Water  fescue  grass 
Gnaphalium  plantagineum,  Linn. 

polycephalum,  Mx.     Life  everlasting 

uliginosum,  Linn.    Cud  weed 
Goodyera  pubescens,  Brown.    Rattle  snake  plantaia 
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Gyroinia  yirginica,  Nutt.    Indian  cucumber 

H. 
Habenaria  bracteata,  Brown.    Vegetable  satyr 

cilians,  Brown.    Orchis 

dilatata,  Pursh,    Giant  orchis 

fimbriata,  Brown. 

crandiflora,  Torrey. 

nerbiola,  Brown. 

huronensis,  Sprei^L 

orbiculata,  Pursh. 

psycodes,  Sprengel. 

tridentata,  Hooker. 
Hamanrielis  virginica,  Linn.     Witch  hazel 
Hedeoma  pulegioides,  Persoon.    Pennyroyal 
Helenium  autumnale,  Linn. 
Helianthemum  canadense,  Mz.     Rock  rose 
Helianthus  aitissimus*  Linn. 

divaricatus  ?     Linn. 

frondosus,  Ww. 

giganteus,  Linn, 

gracilis 

strumosus,  Linn. 

trachelifolius,  Ww. 
Heliopsis  laevis,  Persoon. 
Hepatica  acutiloba,  D.  C. 

americana*  D.  C.     Liverwort 
Heracieum  lanatum,  M x.    Masterwort.    Cow  parsnip 
Heuchera  americana,  Linn.    Alum  root 
Hibiscus  trionum,  Linn. 
Hieracium  Gronovii,  Linn. 

kalmii,  Linn.  ,  i      .  . 

marianuiti,  Ww. 
paniculatum,  Linn. 

scouleri,  Hedwig. 

venosum,  Linn.    Blood  wort 
Hippophae  canadensis,  Ww.     Sea  buckthorn, 
Hippuris  vulgaris,  Linn. 
Houstonia  ciliolata,  Torrey. 

Hydrastis  canadensis.  Linn.    Golden  seal    Yellow  root 
Hydrocotyle  umbellata,  Linn. 
Hydropeltis  purpurea,  Mx.  ^  Water  shield 
Hydrophyllum  canadense,  llinn.     Rough  burr  flower 

virginicum.  Linn.    Burr  flower 
Hypericum  ascyroides,  Ww. 

canadense,  Linn. 

parviflorum,  Ww. 
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Hypericum  prolificum,  Lino. 

punctatum,  La  Marck. 

virginicum,  Linn. 
Hypoxis  erecta,  Linn.     Star  grass 
Hyssopus  nepetoides,  Ww.    Giant  hyssop 

scrophularifolius  Ww. 

L 
Ictodes  foeiidus,  Bw.    Skunk  cabbage 
Impatiens  fulva,  Nutt    Speckled  jewels 

palida,  Nutt.    Jewel  weed 
Inula  Helenium,  Linn.    Elecampane 
Iris  versicolor,  Linn.     Wild  flag    . 
Isnardia  palustris,  Linn.    Water  purslane 

J. 

Juncus  acuminatus,  Mz* 

bufonius,  Linn. 

effusus,  Linn.    Bulrush 

nodosus,  Linn. 

polycephalus,  Mx. 

setaceus,  Rostk. 

tenuis,  Ww. 
Juniperus  communis,  Linn*    Juniper 

virginianus,  Linn.    Red  cedar 

K. 
Kalmia  glauca,  Alton*     Swamp  laurel 
Krigia  amplexicaulis,  M x. 
Koeleria  nitida,  Nutt. 

pennsylvanica,  D.  C. 

truncata,  Torrey. 
Kuhnia  critonia,  Ww. 

L. 

Lactuca  elongata,  Muhl.     Wild  lettuce 

sanguinea,  Bw.     Wood  lettuce 
Latbyrus  ochroleucus.  Hooker. 

myrtifolius,  Muhl. 

pulustris,  Linn.    Marsh  pea 

venosus,  Muhl. 
Laurus  Benziun,  Linn.    Spice  bush.    Fever  bush 

sassai'rass,  Linn.    Sassafrass  tree 
Lechea  major,  Mx.     Pinn  weed 
Leersia  oryzoides,  Swartz.    Cut  grass 

virginic  I,  Ww.     While  grass.    Rice  grass 
Lemna  minor,  Linn.    Green  duck  meat 

polyrrhiza,  Linn.    Water  flax  seed 
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Lemna  triscula,  LIdd.    DuckiliMt 

Leootice  tbalictroides,  Linn.    Poppoose-root    False  coh<^h    . 

Leontodon  Taraxacum,  Linn«    Dapdelion 

Leonurud  cardiaca,  Linn.     Motherwort  ^  '    /. 

Lepidium  virginicum,  Linn*    Wild  peppefgrass 

Leptandra  virginica,  Linn.    Culver^i  phydic  \ 

Lespedeea  angustifolia,  Elliott. 

capitaUiy  Mx. 

polystachia,  Mx. 

proetrata?  Pursh. 

reticulata,  Persoon. 

Tiolacea,  Persoon. 
Liatria  cylindrica,  Mx. 

scartoea,  Ww. 

spicata,  Ww.    Gay  (bather 

squarrosat    Ww. 
Liliuoi  canadense,  Linn.    Nodding  filv 

philadelphicunH  Linn.    Red  lily 
Lindemta  attenuata,  Muhl.    liaise  hedge  hyssop 

dilatata,  Muhl.    Pimpernel 
Lmnaea  borealis,  Gronovius.    Twin  flower 
Linum  usitatissimum,  Linn.    Flax 

▼irginianum,  Linn.    Wild  flax 
Uriodendron  tulijpifera,  Linn.    Whitewood,  tulip  tree 
Lithospermum  officinale,  Linn.    GromweH 
Lobelia  cardinalis,  Linn.    Cardinal  flower 

Claytoniana,  Mx. 

Kalmii,  Linn. 

siphilitica,  Linn* 
Loliom  temulentum.  Lino. 
Lonicera  parviflora,  LaMarek. 
Ludwigia  alternifolia,  Ww.    Se^  box 
Lupinus  perennis,  Linn.    Wild  lupine 
Luzula  campestris4  D.  C. 

pilosa,  Ww. 
Lycopus  europeus,  Linn.    Water  horebouod 

virginicos,  Linn.    Bugle-weed 
Lysimachia  capitata,  Putsh. 

ciliata,  Linn.    Money  wort 

hybrida,  Mx. 

quadrifolia,  Linn* 

revduta,  Nutt 

stricta,  Aiton.    Loosestrife 
Lytbrum  Salicaria,  Pursh.    Milk  willow  heHi 
Lycopodium  complanatum,  Linn.    Ground  pine 

lucidulufD^  Mx.    Moon-fruit  pine 

64 
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M. 

Malaxis  lillifolia.    Ww.    Twayblade 

Malva  rotundifolia,  Linn.    J^ow  l^lallows 

Marrubim  vulgare,  Linn.    Horebound 

Melanthium  glaucum,  Nott 

Menispermum  canadcnse,  Linn.    Moonseed        . 

Mentha  borealis,  Mx.    Horsemint 

piperita,  Smith.    Peppormint 
Menyanthes  trifoliata,  Linn.    Buckbean 
Microstylis  ophioglossoides,  Nmu 
Milium  efiusum,  Linn.     Millett 

pungens,  Torrey,    Dwarf  milletgraw 
Mimulus  alatus,  Linn. 

ringens,  Linn.    Monkey  flower 
Mitchella  repens,  Linn.    Checkerberry.    Prtridgeberry 
Mitella  cordifolia,  LaMarck. 

diphylla,  Linn.    Currant  leaf 
Momordica  echinatn,  Muhl. 
Monarda  allophylla,  Mx. 

punctata,  Linn. 
Mollugo  verticillata,  Linn.     Carpet  we^d 
Monotropa  uniflora,  Linn.     Indian  pipe-bird'a[  nest 
MuhlenbergiA  diflfusa,  SchiebeV.    Dropseed  grass 
Myriophyllum  verticillatum,  Linn.     Waier  milfoil 

'  •        N. 

Nasturtium  amphibium,  Brown.     Water  radish 

natans,  D.  C. 

palustre,  D.  C. 
Nemopanthes  canadensis,  D.  C.     Wild  holly*     Mouotato  boUy* 
Nemophila  paniculata,  Sprengel. . 
Nepeta  cataria,  Linn.    Catqip 
Nicandra  physaloides,  Persoon. 
Nuphai  advena,  Aiton. 

Kalmiana,  Aitoiu 
Nymphaea  odorata,  Aiton.     White  pond  lily 
Nyssa  multiflora,  Walter.    Pepperidge 

O. 

(Enothera  biennis,  Linn.    Scabish 

f^uticosa,  Linti.     Sundrops 

muricata.  Linn. 

pumila,  Linn*  ,, 

Onoclea  sensibilis,  Linn*     Sensitive  fern 
Onosmodium  hispidum,  Mx.    FaJse  gromyv>elI    > 
Qrobanche  americana,  Linn. 
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Orobonche  uniflora,  Lino.    Sqqaw  roojt    Caacfr  root , 
Oryxopsis  asperifolia,  Mx.    Mountain  rice  ... 
Osmorhiza  brevistylis.  D.  C. 

longistyliSf'D.  C.    Sweet  cicily  j 

Qsmunda  cinnamomea,  Linn.     Flowering  fei;o 

interrupta>.Mx. 

regalis,  Mx. 
Ostrya  virginica,  Ww.    Hop  hornbeam.  .  Iron  wood 
Ozalis  stricta,  Linn.    Yellowwood  aorre|.     Sheep  4orrel 
Ozycoccua  macrxxatrpusy  Fursb,  '^  Cranberry  .  } 

—     •  P.-     '  ' 

Panax  quinquefolia,  Linn.    Ginseng  ,       ,      .  ,         i 

trifolia,  Linn.    Dw&ri'grouqdQiil 
Pttnicum  capillare,  Linn.  ,  , 

crus-galli,  Linn.    Bam  grass 

dichotomum?    Linn.  . 

nervosum,  Mubl. 

nitidum,  LaMarck,  and  ivarieties.    Panie  grass 

pubescens,  LaMarck. 

virgatum,  Linn. 
Pamassia  americana,  Muhl    Flowering  plantain 
Pastinaca  sativa,  Linn.    Parsnip 
Pedicularis  canadensis,  Linn.    Lousewort 

pallida,  Pursh. 
Pentborum  seboides,  Linn.    Virginian  orpine 
Pentstemon  pub^ic^  Alton,    fieard  tongue  ^ 

Pbalaris  americana,  Elliott    Wild  canary^grass 
Phaseolus  diversifoliqs,  Persoon. 
Phleum  pratense,  Linn.    Timothy  grass  j 

Phlox  aristata,  Mx. 

Phragmites  communis,  Trinius.    Common  reed 
Phryma  leptostachya,  Linn.    Lopseed  >.  .  .'       ..    .  /i 

Physalis.obscura,  &{ X.    GroMnd  cherry  .   ^  . 

Phytolacca  decandra,  Linn.    Pokeberry  , 

Pinus  pendula,  Aiton.    Tamarack.    Hackmatack    \ 

re^inosa,  Aiton.    Yellow  pine.    Norway  pine.    Red  pin^ 

8trobus«  Linn.    White  pine 
Piptatherum  nigrum,  Torrey.,    Clustered  millet  grass 
Pisum.  maritimum,  linn. 
Plantago  cordata,  LaMarck. 

lanceofata,  Linn.    Snake  pIant{^n  .] 

major,  Linn.    Plantain  \     .  ' : 

Platanus  occidentalism  Linn.    Buttonwood*    Sycamore    ,  ' 

Poa  annua,  Linn. 

aquatica  v.  americana,  Torrey 

capillarisy  Linn. 
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Poa  coippmisft,  IAml    BhiegrciM 

eragrostis,  LiDAi 

birsuta,  Mx. 

oenioralis,  Linn. 

nervata,  Ww. 

pratensis,  Linn.    English  grass.    Meackiw  graii 

reptans,  Mx. 

serotina,  Ehrhert 

triviaKs,  Linn.    Fnstur^ffrass 
Podophyllum  peltatum,  Linn.    Mandrake.    May  apple 
Poigonia  ophioglossoides,  Brown.     Snake-mouth  arethusa 
Polanisia  graveolens,  Kafinesque 
Tdygfila  cruciata,  Nutt 

paucifolia  Ww.    Flowering  wintergreen 

paucifolia  v.  albai  Eights. 

purpurea,  Nutt. 

Senega,  Linn.    Seneca  snake-root 

?erticillata>  Linn.    Dwarf  snake  root 
Polygonum  amphibium,  Linn.    Mud  knot-wee4 

arifolium,  Linn. 

aviculare,  Linn.    Knot-grass 

Convolvulus,  Linn.    Bind  knot-weed 

Fagopyrum,  Linn.    Buckwheat 

lapathifoliuro,  Linn. 

mite,  Persoon.     Tasteless  knot-weed 

pennsylvanicum.  Lino. 

rersictria,  Linn.    Hearts  ease,  Lady's  thumb 

punctatum,  Elliott    Water  pepper 

sagittatum,  Linn. 

scandens,  Linn, 

tenue,  Mx, 

virginianum,  Linn. 
Polymnia  canadensis,  Linn-    White  leaf-cup 

Uvedalia,  fiinij.     Yellow  leaf-cup 
Polypogon  racemosua,  Nutt 
Pootederia  cordata,  ii  nn.    Pickerel- Weed 
Fopuhia  canadensis,  Mx. 

candicans,  Alton.    Balsam  poplar 

grandidenta,  Mx.    Ttee  fioplar 

tremuloides,  Mx.    White  poplar.    Ametiean  aspen 
Porcelia  triloba,  Persoon.    Pawpaw.    Costard  apple 
Portulacca  oleracea,  Linn.     Partlane 
Potampgeton  heterophyllum,  Schreber. 

natans,  Linn.    Pond-weed 

lucenis,  Linn. 

pectinatum,  Linn. 

perfoliatum,  Linn. 
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PMamcceton  zosterifoliain.    Trinhii. 

Poteotilb  Anserioa,  Linn.    Taoiej  auqcuMit  Sib«r-I«af 

arguta,  Pursh. 

caattdenm,  Linn.    FiTe-finger 

Comarum,  D.  C.  Marsh  five-finger 

fhiticosa,  Linn.    Shrobt^  cinquefoil 

norvegica»  [jinn*    Cinquefoil 
Prenanthes  racemosa,  Mx. 

Serpentaria,  Purtti. 
Prinos  verticillatus,  Linn.    Winterberry.    False  akfer 
Prunella  vulgaris,  Linn.     Heal  all.    Self  heal 
Prunus  americana,  Marshall.    Meadow  plum 

depressa,  Pursh.    Saod  eberry 

obovata,  Beck. 

pennsylvanica,  Alton* 
Ptelea  trifoliata,  Linn. '  . 
Pteris  aaailiRa,  Linn.    Common  brake 
Pycnanthemum  virginicum,  Persoon.    Virginian  thyme 
l^rrda  elliptica,  Nutt.    White  wintergreen 

rotundifolia,  Linn.    Shin-leaf 

secunda  Linn.    One-sided  shin-leaf 

umbellata>  Linn.    Prince's  pine 
Pyrus  coronaria,  Linn.    Crab,  apple 

melanocarpa,  \Vw. 

Q. 

Qoercus  alba,  Linn.    White  oak 

bicolor,  Ww.    Swamp  white  oak 
imbricaria,  Mx.    Shingle  oak.    Laurel  oak 
macrocarpa,  Linn.    Overleap  oak.    Burr  oak 
rubra,  Limi.     Red  oak 

Qoeria  canadensis,  Linn.    Forked  chiokweed 


Ranunculus  abortivus,  Linn. 

acris,  Lisa    Crowfoot    Butter«oMp 

aquatilis,  Lmn.    Water  crowfoot 

fiiscicularis,  Muhl. 

lacustris.  Beck  and  Tracy.    Lake  crowfoot 

peRBBylvauicos,  Lkin, 

recurvatus,  Poiret 

repens,  Linn. 
Ranunculus  sceleratus,  Lino.    Celery  crowfoot 
Rensselaeria  virgioica.  Beck.    Water  arum 
Rbamnos  frangufoidMs^  Mx*    Dwarf  alder 
Rhus  copallina,  Lktm.    Mountain  sumach 

glabra,  LiniK    Sleek  somach 
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Rhus  radicans,  Linn.    Poison  ivy 

toxicodendron,  Linn.    Poison  ash 

typhina,  Linn.     Sumach  * 

venenata,  D.  C.    Poison  elder.    Poison  aumaoh 
Rhynchospora  alba,  Vahl. 

glomerata,  Vahl.    False  boff  rush 
Ribes  iloridum,  L'Heritier.     Wild  black  currant 

gracile,  Mx. 

triflorum,  Ww.    Wild  gooseberry 
Rochelia  lappula,  R.  and  S. 

virginiana,  R.  and  S. 
Rosa  Carolina,  Linn.    Swamp  rose 

{)arviflora,  Ehrhart.     Wild  ro9e 
rondosus,  Bw.    Leafy  raspberry 

occidentals,  Linn.     Thimbleberry«    Black  raspberry 

saxatilis,  Mx. 

trivialis,  Mx.    Creeping  blackberry.    Dewberry 

villosus,  Alton.    High  blackberry 
Rudbeckia  hirta,  Linn. 

laciniata,  Linn.    Cone-flower. 

pinnata,  Mx. 

purpurea,  Linn. 
Ruellia  strepens,  Linn.     Ruel 
Rumex  acetosellus,  Linn.  Field  sorrel 

acutU3,  Linn. 

brittanicus,  Linn. 

crispus,  Linn.    Yellow  dock 

S. 
Sabbatia  angularis,  Pursh.    American  centaury 

Sagittaria  saigittifolia,  Linn.    Arrow-head 
Salix  Muhlenbergia,  Ww.    Speckled  willow. 

recurvata,  Pursh.     Shrub  willow 

rosmarinfolia,  Linn.     Rosemary  willow 
Sanguinaria  canadensis,  Linn.    Blood-root 
Sambucus  canadensis^  Linn.    BIack4)erried  elder 

pubescens,  Persoon.    Red-berried  elder 
Sanguisorba  canadensis,  Lintu    Burnet  saxifrage 
Sanicula  marylandica,  Linn.     Sanicle 
Saponaria  officinalis,  Linn.     Soap- wort    BouncipgBet 

vaccaria,  Linn.     Field  soap-wort 
Sarracenia  purpurea,  Linn.    Sidesaddle 
Saururus  cernuus,  Linn.    Lizard's  tail 
Saxifraga  pennsylvanica,  Linn.     Water  saxifrage 
Scheuchzeria  palustris»  Linn.     Less  flowering  rush 
Schoenus  mariscoides,  Muhl.    Water  bog  rush 
Schollera  grammea,  Barton.    YeUow-eytnl  water-grass 
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Scirpos  acicalaris,  Linn. 

acutus,  Muhl. 

americanus,  Persoon.  ji 

autumnalis,  Lino. 

brunneus,  Muhl. 

capillaris,  Lino. 

capitatus,  Linn.' 

Erisphortiov  Ms* 

equisetoides,  Elliott. 

lacustris,  Lion. 

lineatus,  Mx. 

macrostachyos,  Muhl. 

palustris,  Linn.  Marsh  club  rush 

spadiceus,  Lion. 

sub-squarrosus,  Muhl. 

sub-terininalis,  Torrey. 

tenuis,  Ww.    Club  rush 
Selena  triglomerata,  Mx.    Whip-grass 
Scrophularia  ianceolata,  Pursh. 

mnrylandica,  Linn.    Fig-wort 
Scutellaria  ambigua,  Nutt. 

cordifolia,  Muhl.  ^ 

^alericulata,  Linn.     ScuU*cap 

lateriflora,  Linn.    Mad-dog  scull-cap 
Senecio  Balsamitae,  Muhl.    Balsam  groundsel 

hieracifolius,  Linn.    Fire- weed 
Senecio  vulgaris,  Linn.    Groundsel 
Setaria  glauca,  P.  de.  B.  Fox  tail.    Panic  grass 
Sida  Abutilon,  Linn.    Indian  mallows 
Silene  antirrhina,  Linn.    Bleepy  catch  fly 

stellata,  Aiton. 
Silphium  gummiferum,  Elliott.    Rosin  plant 

perfoliatum,  Linn.    Riagged  cup 

terebinthinaceum,  Linn.    Prairie  dock 
Sinapis  nigra,  Lina.    Black  mustard 
Sisymbriuiti  ofitcinale,  Scopoli.    Hedge  mustard 
Sisyrinchium  anceps,  Cavanilles.    Blue  eyed  grass 
Sium  latiiblium,  Linn.    Water  parsnip 
Smilacina  bifolia,  Des  Fontaines.     Dwarf  Solomon^s  seal 

racemosa,  Des  Fontaines.    Spiked  Solomon's  seal 

stellata,  Des  Fontaines. 
Smilax  herbacea,  Linn.    Bohea  tea 

peduncularis,  Muhl.    Jacob's  ladder 

rotundifolia,  Linn.    Horse  brier.    Green  brier 
Sdanum  nigrum,  Linn.    Deadly  nightshade 
Solidago  axillaris,  Pursb. 

canadensis,  Limk    Canadian  golden  rod 
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Sdidago  juncea,  Alton. 

flexicauUs,  Linn. 

lanceolata,  Alton. 

nemoralis,  Alton. 

rigida,  Linn. 

serotina,  Aiton.    Smooth  golden  rod 
Sonchus  oleraceus  v.  a8pera,Linn.    Sow  tfaiitie 
Sparganium  americanum,  Nutt    Lake  burr  reed 

ramo8um>  Smith.    Burr  reed 
Spartina  cynosuroides,  Ww.    Spiked  salt  grass 
Spergula  arvensis,  Linn. 
Spiraea  lobata,  Jacquin. 

opulifolia,  Linn.     Nine  bark»  hard  hack.    SnowbaH 

salicirolia,  Linn.     Willow  hard  hack 

tomentosa,  Linn.    Steeple  bush 
Spiranthes  cernua,  Richard.    Nodding  ladies'  tr 

gracilis,  Beck. 

tortilis,  Richard. 
Stachys  aspera,  Mx.    Hedge  nettle 

hyssopifolia,  Mx. 
Staphylea  trifolia,  Linn. 
Stellari  longifolia,  Muhl. 

media,  Smith.    Chick  weed 
Stipa  uvenacea,  Linn. 
Feather  grass 

juncea,  Pursh. 
Streptopus  roseus,  Mx.    Rose  bell*wort 


Tephrosia  virginica,  Pmoon.    Goat's  rue 
Teucrium  canadense,  Linn*     Wood  sage 
Thaclictrum  cornuti.  Hooker 

dioicum,  Linn.    Meadow  rue 
Thaspium  barbinode,  Nutt. 
Thesium  umbellatum,  Muhl.    False  toad  flax 
Thuya  occidentalis,  Linn.     White  cedar.    Arbor  vttss 
Tiarella  cordifolia,  Linn.    Mitre  wort 
Tilia  fflabra,  Ventenant.    Basswood.    Limetioe 
Tofieldia  glotinosa,  Mx. 
Tradescantia  virginica,  Linn.    Spider  woft 
Trichodium  laxinorum,  Mx. 

scabrum,  Muhl. 
Tricuspis  sesleroides,  Torrey.    Red  top 
Trientals  americana»  Pursh.    Chick  wintergreen 
Trifolium  pratense.  Lino.    Red  clover 

repens,  Linn.    White  clover 
Triglocbin  maritimay  Lka    Arrow  grass 
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Trifflochm  palustre,  Linn.    Marsh  arrow  grart 
Triliium  erectum,  Linn.    Fdlse  Wake  roBiri 

erythrocarpum,  Mx".     Smiling  wake  robiri 

grandiflorum,  Salisbury. 
Triostcum  perfoliatum,  Lino.    Fever  root.    Wild  coffee 
Triphora  pendula,  Nutt.     Three  bird  orchis 
Trisetum  purpurascehs;  Torrey. 
Typha  latifolia,  Liao.    Cal  tail.    Reed  nnaee 

U. 

Ulmua  fulva,  Mx.    Slippery  elm.    Red  elm 

Urtica  canadensis,  Linn.    Canada  nettle.    Albany  heijip 

capitata,  Lion. 

dioica,  Linn.    Common  nettle 

pumila,  Linn.    Stindess  nettle 
Utricularia  fornicata  ?    LeConte. 

gibba,  Gronovius. 

macrorhiza.  LeConte.     Bladder  wort 

purpurea,  Walter. 
Uvularia  grandiflora,  Shiith. 

sessilifolia;  Lrnn; 

V- 

Vaccinium  pennsylvanicum,  LaMarck.     Whortleberry 

resinosum,  Aitoo.    fijack  wfiortlebJerry 
Verbascum  Blat;^aria,  Linn.    Moth  mullein 

thapsQs,  Linn.    Mullein 
Verbena  earoliniana  ?    I^igm^y  vervain  -    .     ; 

hastata,  Linn.     Vervain  ,  / 

urticiforia,  Linn.     Nettfe  leaf  vervain 
VernonJa  nove  boracensis,  Ww.    Flat  top 
Veronica  Anagallis,  Linn.     Brook  pimpernel 

arvensis,  Linn.     Wall  speedwell 

beccabunga,  Linn. 

scutellata,  Lmn.    Scull-cap  speedwell 
Viburnum  acerifolium,  Linn.     Arrow  wood 

oxycoccus,  Pursh.    High  cranberry 

pubescens,  Pursh. 
Vicia  americann,  Muhl. 

earoliniana,  Walter. 

cracca,  Linn.     1  ufted  vetch 
Vitis  aestivalis,  Mx.     Summer  grape 

riparia»  Mx.    Odoriferous  grape 
Viola  blanda,  Ww.     Smooth  violet 

canadensis,  Linn. 

cucullata,  Ailon.     Blue  violet 

muhlenbergianaf  Genging.    Slender  viole* 

ovata,  Nutt. 
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Viola  pedata,  Linn. 

pubesceDs,  Alton.    Yellow  violet 
rostrata,  Muhl.    Beaked  violet 

X. 

Xanthium  strumarium,  Linn.    Clot  burr 
Xanthoxylum  fraxineum,  Ww.    Prickly  ash 
Xylosteum  ciilatum  Pursh.     Twin  berry 
Xyris  caroliniana,  Walter.     Yellow  eyed  grass 

Z. 

Zizania  aquatica,  Lambert,    Wild  ricOf  Wild  oats 
iSizia  aurea,  Koch.    Meadow  parsnip 

cordata,  ICooh.    Alexanders 

integerima,  D.  C. 


Abbtematims  of  Authcn^s  names. 

Bw Bigelow. 

D.  C DeCandole. 

Lind.  •  •  •  • • Lindley. 

Linn.  •  •  • Linneaus. 

M^....  • Michaux. 

Nutt Nuttall. 

Muhl  • .  • Muhlenberg. 

P.  de  B.  • • Palisot  de  Seatrvois. 

R.  &  S.  •  • .Roemer  &  Schuites. 

Ww Willctenow. 
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(No-  8.), 
Rqmi  €f  8.  W.  JERggins,  Ibpogre^ktr^ 
To  Douglass  Houghton,  Slate  Geologist  Michigan. 

SiB^I  herewith  present  a  summary  of  the  prooeedings  ef  the* 
department  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  piaee  umer  piyf' 
charge,  with  such  facts  in  relation  thereto  as  have  been  deemed 
of  impoTtance. 

It  IS  fortunate  for  the  success  of  our  undertaking,  that  in  the, 
new  states  the  surveys  of  the  general  government  ttuye  superce^ 
ded  the  necessity  of  a  large  expenditure  of  time  and  funds  in  de-, 
Tcloping  the  surface  of  the  countrv,  by  means  of  tri^<v)ometrical 
surveys.  In  order,  therefore,  to  determine  what  strictly  belongs* 
to  this  branch,  it  was  presumed  that  the  information  which  might 
be  obtained  by  refernng  to  the  several  land  offices^  would  prqve 
sufficient. 

It  was  thus  my  first  object  to  make  copies  of  all  the  records  in 
the  state,  and  collect  from  every  source  all  the  information  in  mv 
power.  For  that  purpose,  after  commencing  with  the  Detroit 
land  office,  I  proceeded  to  Flint ;  from  thence  to  Ionia  and  Elala- 
mazoo,  and  lastly  to  Monroe,  where  this  part  of  my  labors  ter- 
minatCii,  having  obtained  copies  of  763  townships,  Th^e  I  set 
about  compiling  immediately  into  counties^  connecGnff  the  sec- 
tional lines  and  streams.  Copies  of  the  counties,  on  a  fineii]  scale 
of  two  miles  to  the  inch,  as  well  as  separate  townships  on  an  en- 
larged scale,  have  been  used  by  the  geological  corps  successfully 
in  their  explorations,  for  the  purpose*  not  only  of  noting  the  ce- 
ology  in  detail,  but  of  delineating  the  true  course  of  the  smaUer, 
strciims,  the  extent  of  swamps  and  marshes,  public  roads  and  im- 

Krovements.  Incorrectness  will  not  be  owing  to  the  want  of  Ia« 
or  or  attention  bestowed,  and  from  the  materials  in  progress  of 
collectiuo,  a  certainty  arises  of  a  more  correct  execution,  of  the 
maps  to  be  made  hereafter,  than  of  any  heretofore  consiructed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  so  few  statistics  of  the  lakes.' 
Many  of  the  particulars  which  I  have  inserted  appear  indefinile 
for  the  want  of  more  certain  data ;  particularly  their  depth.  In 
general,  too  much  is  leit  to  conjecture,  and  until  the  necessity  is 
urged  upon  the  general  government  for  a  thorough  hydrographi* 
cal  survey,  and  ac*,urate  descriptions  of  every  part  of  them,  losses 
and  disappointment  will  check  the  ardor  of  enterprise.  Much  of 
the  destruction  of  property  may  be  charged  to  the  want  of  charts^ 
and  the  losses  of  a  single  year  will  amount  to  far  more  than  th«, 
cost  of  an  entire  survey.  A  commencement  of  such  a  survey  was 
made  when  Grov.  Casa  occupied  the  war  department,  but  cease4 
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at  the  end  of  two  years,  having  extended  from  the  foot  of  Lake 
Huron  to  Middle  Island.* 

For  a  description  of  our  topg^raDbical  location,  data  were  rea« 
dily  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  public  works  in  the  adjoin- 
ing states.  Thek  vari^Ui  pubKp  ioiprovements  h^ue  led  to  the 
exploration  of  every  point  of  importance,  and  fron^  a  comf^risooit 
of  these  points,  with  the  records  of  our  own  public  works,  the 
tiM0  poiilion  of  every  required  place  on  the  southern  portba  of 
the.  pooiniula  may  be  relatively  known. 

Topographical  location  of  Michigan. 
The  topography  of  the  stale  pf  Michigan,  when  viewed  in  ge- 
lation to  Its  exterior  position,  being  separated  by  a  natural  boun- 
dai:y  of  rivers  and  lakes  on  the  east  and  norlh-east  from  Uppei; 
Canada,  fronfi  Illipois  and  Wisconsin  on  the  west  and  south-west, 
and  ifrom  OhV^nd  Indiana  on  the  south,  or  only  In  reference  to 
tRe  space  included  within  its  own  political  and  isolated  bpup^a* 
rlcs,  presents  many  peculiar  features. 

Lake  Michigan  on  the  west  and  north-west.  Lake  Huron,  the 
river  and  lake  ^t.  Clair,  the  straits  of  Detroit,  with  the  west  epd 
of  Lake  Erie  on  the  east  and  north-east,  enclose  a  peninsula  form-, 
iogacone,  of  which  the  straits  of  Mackinaw  is  the  apex,  the 
sbutli  lipe  or  base  being  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  miles  east 
and  west,  and  the  length  north  and  south  three  hundred  miles. 
Will}  this  extent  of  coast,  the  number  of  large  rivers,  and  th^  io- 
6iity  of  small  interior  lakes,  gives  the  utmost  facilities  to  internal 
navigation  ;  add  to  t|iis  the  superior  quality  of  the  soil,  its  easy 
tillage,  the  heavy  and  abundant  crops,  and  perhaps  the  whole  is 
not  surpassed  by  any  section  of  equal  extent  on  the  surface  of  the 
globe. 

'  The  northern  or  upper  peninsula  belongs  to  a  higher  level 
Beginning  at  the  eastern  e-  id  of  Lake  Superior,  and  runnjng  south- 
erly along  the  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie's  river,  it  lies  nearly  at  right 
5  southern  or  peninsula  proper,  and  separated  from 
Lake  Michigan  and  Green  Bay,  as  far  as  Meno- 
[t  thence  takes  a  northwest  course   to  Montreal 
i  mouth  of  which,  it  follows  the  southern  shor^.of 
to  the  place  of  beginning;  presenting  an  irregut^c 
Jated  form,  varying  from  twenty  to  one  hundred, 
e  miles  in  width. 

i^ith  the  states  west  and  south-west,  are  designated 
s,  as  laying  west  of  the  great  dividing  ridt/e  which 
course  of  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic  oq  one 
iississippi  on  the  other.  This  Appalachian  ridge, 
ima,  runs  north-east,  varying  in  altitude,  to  the.gulf 
wrence,  in  many  places  spreading  opt  into  broad 

*Tlui  lanray  linply  included  iBjaiMkringi, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


HOUSB  DO0UMBNT8.  441^ 

mcMMiiMQovi  di«li«ol«  of  thoutancb  of  squafe  mile*  in  exteot. 
Time  ^triel9  being  ooeupted  by  subordinate  ridgea,  ai'eiofienciit 
ittfOMgh  fay  rivara, oausing  depressku^a,  or  valliea  of  Gorre^pooding 
4epih.  If.  however,  in  traeing  the  oontinuatioo  of  the  great  ridg^ 
Haerois  the  St.  Lawreaoe  to  Labrador,  it  should  be  found  that  the 
same  fysteip  oAntinued,  then  the  important  fact  would  be  elicked, 
that  it  hMi  been  out  through  by  that  river,  the  oniy  ocourreoce  of 
the  bod,  from  ita  aouree  Hk  the  south,  to  Its  termination  ia  the 
DMTtb.  The  Putomat.  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Moha*wk  rivera 
hava  their  sources  on  its  eastern  declivity.  The  lowest  pass 
across  the  state  of  New  York  on  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal,  ia  565 
feet  above  tide  water ;  the  ^  medium  height,  however,  a  few  miles 
aontth,  oommencing  at  Catskill,  m  the  Hudson,  and  terminating  at 
Portland  harbor  on  Lake  £vie»  is  thirteen  hundred  feet,  present* 
log  no  height  less  than  nim  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet,  and  the 
gteatest  twentyrone  hundred  and  forty-four  feet.  With  these  and 
othei  sur^eyflii  it  has  been  ascertained,  that  a  water  oommuniea- 
tion  Qould  not  be  madc^  across  the  country  south  of  the  state  of 
Mew  York.'' 

Further  south  the  elevation  is  no  where  less  than  iwenly-four 
hjondred  and  seventy-height  feet  above  the  ocean.  The  Round  Top 
tt  Catskill  mountains,  is  thirty-eight  hundred  and  four  feet,  and  the 
High  Peak,  thivtyrseven  hundr^  and  eighteen  feet  above  tide 
"water.  The  weatern  part  of  the  slate  borderii»sr  on  Lake  Erie* 
asnhsacing  Chautauc^ue  aad  Cattaraugus  countiesf  Warren  and 
ItfcKeen  counties  ot  Peaosylvania,  and  the  country  southward, 
are  occupied  by  a  mounfeinous  ridge  2  <'  Cbautauque  lake,  the 
lai^^est  sheet  of  water  on  this  tabfe,  is  twelve  hundred  and  ninety<r 
eae  feet  above  the  fevei  of  the  ocean,  and  seven  hundred  and 
tweoty-ihree  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  though  only  nine  mUes  dis- 
taal :  ita  discharged  waters  descend  to  the  ocean,  along  the  woa^ 
tern  decHvity  of  the  Appulachian  range^  through  the  CMuo  and 
Mississippi  liver^  The  lowest  pass  to  the  east  over  a  sweli  of 
Isnd  near  Cassadaga  outlet,  in  Cbautauque  county,  is  seventeen 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  high,  and  another  pass  on  the  same 
s«eU»  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy-two  feet  The  lowest  nid)e 
m  the-  height  of  land,  between  Elm  and  Little  Valley  creeks,  in 
Catoraugua  county,  is  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet, 
and  between  Little  Valley  and  Big  Valley,  the  lowest  pass  is 
Iweaty-one  hundred  and  e^hty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  pcean. 
Fnuiklinville  has.  ao  elevation  of  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty  feet, 
and  Angelica  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet,  although 
both  ste  situated  in  valleys^  This  height  of  land  extends  close 
to  the  shorea  of  Lake  Erie^  as  it  may  (^  seen  that  the  Allegany, 
« tributary  to  the^  Ohio,  risea  wittun  four  or  five  miie&  ^  the 
hke.'^ 

'Sq.  the  north  Ibis  ridge  gradually  deeliaes^  until  near  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4M  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

gouthern  thore  of  Lake  Ontario.  Seven  miles  north  of  the  eata* 
ract  of  the  Niagarat  it  takes  its  last  step  to  the  margin  of  the  lake. 
The  ridge  of  rocks  which  forms  this  step  continues  eastward,  and 
passes  round  the  border  of  the  lake,  being  of  a  uniform  elevation 
of  three  hnndred  and  nineteen  feet ;  causing  not  only  t\\e  cota- 
ract  of  Niagara,  hut  also  those  of  Genesee,  Oswego,  and  the 
Black  rivers.  It  thence  unites  with  the  more  elevated  spurs  of 
Chateaugay,  south  of  Montreal,  formii^  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  great  basins  of  Lake  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  giving  the  direc* 
tion  to  the  course  of  the  St  Lawrence  river  through  its  whole 
length. 

From  the  foregoinc;  remarks,  it  is  observable  that  the  great  ba- 
sins or  depressions  of  these  lakes,  are  the  abrupt  terminations  of 
the  mountain  range,  and  that  we  fall  immediately  into  an  exten- 
sive district,  diflerent  in  its  topographical  features,  the  peculiari- 
ties of  which  belong  only  to  the  r^'on  of  the  great  lakes  which 
bound  the  principal  part  of  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Union. 

Leaving  Chautauque  county  and  passing  around  the  south  shore 
of  Lake  Erie,  this  rid£;e  falls  off  to  the  southwest,  curving  towards 
Iroquois  a»unty,  in  Illinois.  It  gives  rise  to  the  Muskingum,  Sci- 
ota,  and  Miami  rivers,  in  Ohio»  and  to  the  Wabash,  in  IiKliana,  od 
its  southern  declivity,  and  to  Maumee,  emptying  into  Lake  Erie  on 
its  northern  declivity,  while  a  small  swell  approaches  the  sooth 
bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  giving  rise  to  the  Illinois  and  its  tributa* 
ries.  The  height  of  this  ridge  at  the  Portage  summit,  in  Akron, 
thirty-eight  miles  south  of  Cleveland,  on  the  fine  of  the  Ohio  canal, 
is  three  hundred  and  ninety-live  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  and  oiam 
hundred  and  sixty -three  abr>vc  tide  water,  ana  the  deep  cut  twen* 
ty-eight  miles  east  of  Columbus,  is  but  seventy-two  feet  less ;  at 
Portsnwulh  on  the  Ohio  river,  where  the  canal  terminates,  the 
elevation  is  four  hundred  and  seventy-four  feet  above  tide  water, 
and  ninety-four  feet  below  Lake  Erie.  At  the  summit  of  the 
Maumee  canals  at  Fort  Defiance,  it  is  ninety-eight  feet  above  the 
lake.  It  then  falls  to  seventeen  feet  west  of  (>hicago  on  the  line  of 
the  ship  canal,  thence  it  puisues  an  uninterrupted  course  norths- 
ward  to  the  Portage  at  Fort  Winnebago,  between  the  Wisconsin 
and  Fox  rivers,  an  elevation  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet 
above  Green  Bay,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  above  Lake 
Erie. 

At  this  point  the  Wisconsin  river,  after  flowinfir  one  hundred 
and  seventy  miles  from  its  source  in  the  north,  suddenly  turns  to 
the  west,  and  falls  into  the  Mississippi  near  Prairie  Du'Chien,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles ;  the  Fox  river,  rising  to  the  east,  runs 
westwardly,  approaching  it  within  eighty-two  hundred  feet,  and 
turning,  takes  its  course  again  eastwardly,  and  falls  into  Green 
bay.  The  surface  of  the  water  in  the  Fox  is  usually  three  feet 
lower  than  that  in  the  Wisconsin,  but  in  time  of  floods,  passages 
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wrt  mtde  finom  one  to  the  other  in  boats.  The  foibtring  table 
wiB  show  the  elevation  of  this  summit  above  Liake  Michigwi  and 
CireeD  bay,  the  distance  by  the  military  road  being  one  huodred 
and  twenty-four  miles. 


Feet. 

Descent.' 

From  Portage  to  Lake  Winnebago, 

3^ 

Winnebago  Rapids,* 

10.5 

40.5 

From  Winnebago  Rapids  to  Grand  Chute, 

3 

43 

Rapids  Grand  Chute  * 

25 

68 

From  Grand  Chute  to  Little  Chute, 

6 

74 

Rapids  at  Little  Chute  * 

L5 

75.6 

From  Little  Chute  to  Grand  (/acalin. 

5 

80 

Rapids  at  Grand  Cacalin,* 

1  31 

111 

From  Grand  Cacalin  to  De  Perre, 

3 

114 

at  De  Pcrre  dam  and  level  Ghreen  Bay,* 

6 

120 

121  ft. 

The  same  swell  continues  to  rise  with  about  the  same  uniform 
degree  of  elevation,  approaching  the  northern  peninsula  of  Michi* 
gan,  until  it  can  be  seen  from  Lake  Superior,  bounding  the  south- 
ern horizon.  It  divides  the  waters  that  run  north  into  that  lake, 
and  those  of  the  south  into  the  Mississippi,  Green  bay  and  Lake 
Michigan,  one  ul  the  most  elevated  ridges  receiving  the  appella- 
tion qf  Porcupine  Hills.  Swells  branching  oflT  to  i\\e  eastward, 
and  having  their  bases  washed  by  the  waters  of  the  lake,  present 
mural  precipices,  and  assume  different  names.  Those  of  ihe  Pic- 
tured Rocks  are  said  to  be  the  most  imposing.  Some  of  these 
cUffii  are  three  and  four  hundred  feet  high.  From  the  Porcupine 
Hills,  the  country  slopes  eastward  to  the  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Superior ;  this  river  is  obstructed  by  a  rapid  4,500 
feet  loi^,  vnth  a  descent  of  eighteen  feet. 

TaUe  of  the  height  of  Lake  Superior^  with  the  iniermediate  kAei 
€tbcve,  and  their  distances  from  tide  loater. 


Bom*. 

Wim. 

fMt. 

I^t  Lawrence  river  up  to  tide  water, 

450 

Level  Lake  Ontario, 

200 

650 

232 

Level  Lake  Erie, 

175 

825 

."m 

565 

Level  Lake  Huron, 

340 

1165 

13 

578 

Level  Lake  Michigan, 
Level  Lake  Superior, 

578 

240 

1405 

18 

596 

West  end  Lake  Superior, 

400 

180 

.._ 

*  Aieertained  by  ini6raiiieDtal  rarvey. 
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From  that  sibove  data  we  infer  Am  feltowing  ouiioii^  fsol  x  tfni 
if  a  bftrrier  efigbteeti  feet  high  enwted  tlcrosB  tnvfeot  of  Lake  Ho- 
ron»  near  Foirt  Oratiot,  Lakes  Harodaod  Michigan  ifK>uid  rise  to  k 
level  with  Lnke  Superior ;  or  if  a  similar  barrier  was  placed  «f 
thirty-one  feet,  across  the  foot  of  Lake  Brie,  at  Buffiilo,  the  singii- 
lar  result  wo  old  follow  that  four  of  the  great  lakes  would  beccme 
one  uniform  level  and  merged  in  one  immense  inland  sea. 

By  an  examination  of  the  foregbing  teffole>  vi^  see  ft  strfkioy  pd- 
culiarity of  tWs  legion  of"  broad  rivers aiid  rti-eamrf'— W^ vast ex- 
tent-^-cdmmcyncidg  at  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrertto  and  extflMdiog  th 
a  southwest  direction  up  that  river;  thence  intottle  btsiilof  Lake 
Ontario,-  at  mi  elevation  of  232^  feel  above  the  ocean ;  tbeii66 
again  ri$ing;loy  the  Niagara  river  itod  o^tardiot,  388  feiet*  t6  the  le* 
vel  of  Lake  Erie ;  (the  first  in  the  central  sabdivisioil^  inehicKng 
Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan,  of  the  gredt  baeiR^)  forming  thu  ande 
at  the  western  end  of  that  lake  in  ti^  estuary  at  the  month  of  m 
Maumee  river,  it  thence  rons  nearly  north  throng  the  straits  of 
DetrDit;  the  take  and  river  St.  Clair,  into  Lake  Huron*  rising  18 
ieet.;.  tbeace^  by  a  northwesterly  course,  tbrougb  the  straits  of  the 
Sault  de  StecMarie^  rising  )8  feet,  fcrike  Irest  e«tf  of  Luke  Sdpe- 
rior,  a  distat^iee  of  Ifi^  milesv  The  wholtf  defyresiiori  cMtfHMft 
an  area  of  460.M0  square  miteiy  Ik^OOO  of  which  is  oiedufried'by 
water;  still'  leattog  an  exteM  sufficiem  to  sustsrid  a  pefpelatiM  m 
more  than  seventy  mHlions  of  inhabitants. 

The  folio'wing  will  show,  in  a  oondehsed*  fof'mi  estimates  of  tlUb 
mean  length,  brelidth,  dst|Mh,  dYea^  and  elevatiob  df  tbeser^itf  o6l^ 
hKUions  of  virater  s 


• 

Mean 

Mean 

Bmdib/ 

Mitati 

Mean 
Djpth. 

.  .. 

BIfvMiM 
Feet. 

1      iMM- 

•qiMra  Hte. 

Lake  ^iperiof, 

400 

80 

900 

596 

32,000 

Green  Bay, 

100 

20 

500 

578 

2,000 

Labe  Michigan, 

820 

to 

mo 

•  Sis- 

92,400^ 

Lake  Huron, 

240 

80 

m^ 

6i9 

20,400 

Lake  St.  Clair, 

20 

18 

id 

5W 

SBff 

Labe  Erie,! 

240 

40 

8^ 

665 

9.600 

Lake  Ontatio, 

180 

35 

600 

38» 

6>800 

River  St  LaWrebce, 

to 

94t) 

...94,m 

Michigan  (xscopies  a  central  position,  between  the  extremep, 
and  uniting  with  the  upper  division  of  the  St.  Lawrence  basin, 
having  an  area  of  forty-three  thousand  five  hundred  square  i  " 
on  the  lower*  or  pexunsula  proper,,  and-  twisnty-seveg-c' 
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tqoare  milet  oa  the  upper  penitisida ;  making  an  aggregate  of  ae- 
reoty  thouaaqd  fi^  htindred  square  miles. 

The  Lakes  and  Lake  CoaH. 

These  constitute  a  prominent  feature,  and  must  be  of  great  and 
increasing  interest^  connecting  the  agricultural  with  the  commer- 
cial enterprize  of  Michigan.  As  no  state  with  a  location  sp  dis- 
tant from  the  seaports,  has  done  more  in  the  same  short  period  to 
develope  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  internal  resources, 
none  can  be  in  a  situation  better  to  reap  the  advantages  arising 
from  an  extended  inland  coast. 

If  the  distance  by  meanders  of  the  shore  of  the  lakes,  and  in- 
dentations of  the  bays,  were  to  be  made  the  standard  for  the 
length  of  the  coast,  it  would  amount  to  more  than  twice  that  of 
another,  run  without  regard  to  the  sinuosities  of  the  shore. 

The  exact  distance  from  the  foot  of  Lake  Huron,  (near  Fort 
Gratiot,)  at  a  point  where  the  north  line  of  township  number  six 
north,  and  range  number  17  west,  intersects  the  water,  to  Middle 
Island,  by  meanders,  is  345  miles,  including  Saginaw  bay.  The 
same  distance  on  a  direct  line  is  only  143  miles.  Thence  to 
Mackinaw,  97  nniles ;  but  by  meanders,  including  the  False  and 
True  Presque  Isles,^be  distance  would  be  increased  to  150 miles; 
making  a  total  by  meanders  of  495  miles ;  and  by  a  direct  line, 
240  miles. 

If  ttie  eastern  shore  of  the  peninsula  appears  so  irregular  and 
deeply  indented  with  bays  and  harbors,  the  western  is  not  less  so, 
particularly  in  the  northern  part.  The  difference  will  be  propor- 
tionally greater,  as  the  Little  and  Grand  Traverse  bays  are  lar- 
ger, excepting  Saeinaw  bay,  than  the  largest  bays  on  the  eastern 
side ;  but  as  a  small  part  only  of  the  western  shore  has  been  sur- 
veyed, the  subject  will  not  admit  of  a  more  extended  notice  at 
this  time. 

Many  doubts  have  heretofore  existed  in  relation  to  the  number 
and  convenience  of  harbors.  A  minute  examination  of  the  shores, 
has,  however,  removed  much  of  the  prejudices  against  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes,  and  there  is  probably  no  line  of  coast  of  equal 
extent,  (beihff  700  miles,)  that  will,  with  inconsiderable  improve- 
meots,  furnish  a  greater  number  of  good  harbors.  Much  of  the 
apprehended  danger  has  arisen,  therefore,  from  ignorance  of  these 
facts,  and  the  localities  of  the  numerous  sheltered  bays  which 
would  afford  protection  at  all  seasons ;  and  as  but  few  if  any  at- 
tempts have  been  made  by  actual  navigators  to  explore  for  tl^ni* 
selves,  and  being  without  charts,  it  is  no  wonder  that  representa- 
tions of  danger  should  have  obtained,  and  the  dread  of  shipwreck 
on  an  apparently  desolate  coast,  magnify  in  a  great  degree,  the 
fears  attendant  on  crossing  these  inland  seas.  .    , 
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The  depth  of  the  lakes  has  been  a  su^ect  of  speculation,  from 
the  earliest  period  of  tfadr  discoTery  by  Europeans.  Tables  have 
been  constructed,  and  the  areas  and  contents  of  each,  endeavored 
to  be  ascertained.  Errors  have  been  made  in  these  as  well  as  is 
their  elevation  above  the  ocean ;  in  the  latter  case,  however,  lit- 
tle is  left  to  conjecture. 

Lake  St,  Clair,  an  expansion  of  the  straits  between  Lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Erie,  18  by  20  miles,  is  much  the  shallowest,  the  average 
depth  being  only  20  feet.  Lake  Erie  does  not  exceed  84  feet. 
An  ordinary  storm  disturbs  its  bottom,  and  its  waters  appear  tur- 
bid. These  lakes  may  be  considered  as  receiving  the  detritus 
brought  down  by  the  rivers  flowiiig  into  them,  and  deposited 
there.  This  in  particular  is  apparent,  around  the  head  of  Lake 
St.  Clair,  where  alluvion  islands  are  constantly  forming,  and  in 
spring  choke  up  the  numerous  channels  at  the  mouth  of  the  St 
Clair  river,  extending  in  the  form  of  a  delta  far  into  the  lake. 
The  same  remark  may  be  made  in  respect  to  the  west  end  of 
tiake  Brie,  where  detritus  extends  some  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Maqmee  river ;  the  channel  is  often  devious,  and  a  prevailing 
westerly  wind  reduces  the  lake  to  less  than  one  fathom. 

L^kes  Michigan  and  Huron  ha^'e  undoubtedly  the  deepest 
chasms.  Receding  from  the  shore,  their  waters  deepen  uni- 
formly, and  there  exist  no  central  shoals  or  islands,  showing  in 
any  manner  a  broken  or  alpine  formation  at  their  bottoms.  It  is 
only  in  the  straits  of  Mackinaw,  and  above  and  around  the  Geor- 
gian or  Manitou  bay  of  Lake  Huron,  that  islands  and  shoals 
make  their  appearance.  The  channels  among  these  islands,  how- 
ever, are  only  chasms  through  rocks,  caused  by  abrasion  frona 
the  waters  pf  the  lakes.  Soundings  have  been  made  to  the  h- 
credible  depth  of  eighteen  hundred  feet,  without  reaching  the  bot- 
tom, and  the  most  experienced  ship  master^s  do  not  hesitate  to  as- 
sert the  average  depth  to  be  more  than  one  thousand  feet.  Lake 
Superior,  though  larger,  canqot  be  considered  deeper  than  the 
others^  for  reasons  already  assigned.  It  abounds  with  islands, 
many  of  which  are  large  ;  Isle  Royal  is  one  hundred  miles  long. 
Primitive  masses  of  roqk  lie  disrupted  above  and  below  its  sur- 
face, in  every  direction,  and  a  permanent  impression  is  left  that 
a  chasm,  shapeless  in  its  exterior,  as  well  as  its  interior  dimen- 
sions, fed  by  springs  and  tributary  rivers,  are  the  great  features 
of  this  lake,  at  a  depth  of  nine  hundred  feet 

Mountain  districts,  as  has  been  heretofore  observed,  may  be 
cut  through  by  rivers^  causing  deep  vallies  and  depressions,  but 
no  where  on  the  continental  surface  of  the  globe  can  be  found  so 
deep  chasms  as  the  basms  of  these  lakes.  Though  elevated  596 
feet  above,  their  bottoms  are  more  th^n  400  feet  below  the  le*^' 
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qf  ii^  ooeao.  Tbeif  sttperfieial  ares  m  94,000  square  milefl^  and 
ttet  contain  11,800  cubic  miles  of  water;  a  quaolitgi  anore  than 
inilf  ci  ail  the  fresh  Water  o&  the  earth. 

Interior  Feninstda  Lakes. 

Ifekher  is  the  subject  of  the  lesser  bterior  lakes  on  die  ptnin* 
sola,  so  ikr  as  their  number  and  maffoitude  are  ascertained,  to  he 
overtooked,  farming  as  they  do  by  meir  frequency  a  great  coo- 
trasl  in  the  topography  of  this,  to  that  of  the  other  stMes. 

F^-ocQ  the  Ohio  ancf  Indiana  line  on  the  sooth,  op  to  rancor  line 
Bomber  seven  porth»  indudiiq;  alt  south  of  the  northern  railvoad, 
an  extent  of  0,668,320  square  acres,  there  are  1,425  of  th^ 
lakes,  occupying  areas  of  from  one  to  thirty-five  hundred  sqpaM 
acres  each.  '  Their  waters  are  remarkably  cool  and  transpafeoti 
and  give  to  the  landscape  a  highly  picturesque  appearance.  To 
apply  the  principles  of  hydrography  in  ascertaining  their  aggr^ 
gate  extent  becomes  the  mare  difficult,  since,  in  addition  to  mek 
preat  number,  no  two  are  of  the  same  dimensions.  The  follow- 
ing, how:ever»  will  be  found  to  approximate  the  truth :  allowing 
eAch  lake  m  area  of  160  rods  square,  we  shall  give  to  the  whole 
228,000  acres,  an  extent  equal  to  nearly  ten  townships,  and  sam^ 
what  larger  than  Lake  St*  Clair;  and  a  proportion  of  about  006 
acre  ojf  Water  to  eVety  thirty-nhie  of  dry  land. 

All  the  rivers  in  ttss  state  have  their  sources  in  groups  of  t$ei6 
lakes,  and  they  are  the  fountains  of  the  unremitting  volumes  that 
flow  through  tlie  thotwand  channels  of  our  streams.  While  \im 
rivers  of  neighborhig  states  have  measurably  disappeared  dittinp; 
the  drought  of  the  last  summer^  and  cau$ed  derangement  in  tim 
commerqe,  ours  have  sttfered  comparatively  little  diminutioD* 

Periodkal  Rise  and  FaU  of  Water  m  the  Lakes. 

This  interesting  question  has  given  rise  to  a  variety  of  curtods 
speculations.  The  inference  drawn  from  the  following  data,  ft  ia 
pvesumed,  will  not  be  altog^er  inconclusive. 

Caleufations  may  be  made  sufficiently  accurate  to  detentin^ 
nearly  the  amount  of  surface  drained,  *"  and  if  our  climate  showii 
a  successive  series  of  cold  and  moist  years,  and  a  series  of  wfimi 
of  dry  ooeSk  mutually  following  each  other,''  variations  in  the,  vo^ 
lame  of  water,  cannot  but  necessarily  be  great. 

Taking  into  our  account  only  the  central  and  upper  divisioik  of 
the  St  I^wrence  valley,  from  Niagara,  to  the  northwest  aiglt 
of  Lake  Superior,  embracir^  all  the  country  whose  streams  jare 
tributary  to  the  lakes,  we  have,  by  the  following  table  of  sectiOBS, 
248,755  square  miles  of  surface,  besides  that  of  the  hikes. 
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r-  TIm flood* in  helkk Ontafioare jgeoendly  the hlghttit  bf  about 
*tin>  ieel,  and  for  the  obvious  reason,  that  it  itceiites  the^suoces- 
sive  accumulation  of  ail  the  other  lakes,  from  the  Niagara  to  the 
head  of  the  St.  Louis  river. 

From  the  year  1814,  we  can  speak  with  some  decree  of  coo* 
fideaoe  of  the  rise  and  fell  of  these  waters.  During  that  year,  the 
upper  lakes  were  full.  This  was  the  case  in  1815,  with  the  oeo* 
tral  and  lower  lakes.  In  1810  and  1820,  the  water  is  said  to 
liave  been  at  an  unusually  low  ebb  in  the  same  lakes* 

Jhe  diference  in  the  time  of  the  appsiient  rise  between  the 
upper  and  lower  divisioa  may  be  accounted  for  on  the  principle 
that  the  largest  bodies  x>f  water  are  on  the  upper  leveC  and  as 
these  are  disoharged,  the  lower  division  would  be  oomparativiely 
y^^  while  the  upper  would  be  reduced  to  low  water  mark. 

From  1820,  the  water  again  began  to  rise,  and  continued  to 
inorease,  until  1828 ;  since  which  time,  A.  £.  Hathon,  Esq.,  civil 
engineer  of  Detroit,  has  given  the  subject  particular  attention. 
His  first  observations  were  taken  at  the  old  hydraulic  works,  at 
the  time  when  the  pipes  were  being  laid  for  fumishiiM^  the  city 
with  water  from  the' Detroit  river;  he  has  since  traoslerred  it  to 
the  top  of  the  water  table  of  the  tower,  at  the  new  hydraulic 
works.  The  suriace  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  Au- 
gust 21,  1888,  was  8.21  feet  below  that  base :  this  will  serve  as 
a  reference  for  the  future^ 

It  appears  trom  his  journal,  that  the  water  was  low  in  the 
•pring  of  1880,  having  feHen  about  two  feet  since  1828.  In  June 
following,  it  had  agam  risen  two  feet,  or  to  the  level  of  1828, 
Ftfom  timt  time*  ita  rise  was  gradual,  until  June,  1886,  at  which 
time  it  was  found  to  have  attained  the  height  of  one  foot  and  eight 
inches.  In  June,  1837,  it  rose  seven  inches.  In  June,  1838,  nine 
inches,  and  on  the  21  st  August  following,  three  inches;  making 
the  rise  3  feet  3  inches  since  June,  1830,  and  5  feet  3  inches 
since  Mamh  in  the  same  year. 

TaUe  showing  the  rise  of  water  from  March,  1830,  to  Aug*  1838. 


Feet. 


Inches  Rite. 


June,  1830, 
June,  1836, 
June,  1837, 
June,  1838, 
Aug.  21,  1838. 


2  0 

3  8 

4  3 

5  00 
5  5 
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Some  aUowanoe  oogfai  tohemmdB^tkmMmiimtrimwt  two 
feet  from  Maicti  to  June^as  from  obtenrmtioo,  it  it  belbred  daft 
winCerhas  the  eflect  of  prodaciag  a  partial  deoreaaa. 

On  the  2ist  November,  1838,  the  water  had  faflen  111^  iooii- 
aa,  and  on  tba  2nd  February^  1639, 8  feet  d  iachet^ 

Many  condude^tliat  the  jpreaeot  hljB^  flood  is  greater  Iban  haa 
been  known  for  at  least  a  eentury,  from  the  fact*  that  ordiarda 
have  been  killed  along  tbe  St  Clair  and  Detroit  rtrerB,  in  €o«o- 
quence  of  the  lands  b^ing  overflowed.  In  some  iaslanees»  farosl 
trees  have  been  destroyed  by  the  overflawiog  watef^  and  luxxi 
counting  the  cuneentric  circles  in  sectR3i»  obtotoed  fnan  mir 
trunks,  they  were  found  to  exceed  a  handred. 

In  order  to  estimate  the  enormtiua  acoumolatioas  of  water  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  highest  flood,  and  which  ia  discharged  throogk 
the  river,  it  wiH  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  table  where  5^ 
feet  appears  to  be  the  maxioMiin  of  the  rise.  A  traosvefse  see- 
tion  of  the  river  taken  opposite  Detroit,  where  it  is  contracted  to 
52.80  of  a  mile*  of  this  depth  contains  18/)18  cobic  feet>  and  at> 
lowir^  the  oorrent  a  velocity  of  one  mile  an  boo^^  which  is  known 
to  be  less  than  its  ordinary  current,  there  wooJd  be  diaohargad 
95,136,040  cubic  feet  per  bour»  or  1,585,558  cubic  feet  per  rmth 
<U6,  an  amount  sufficient  to  soppiy  fifty-eight  canals  of  the  dikneo* 
sions  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalan>azoo«*  or  thirty  five  of  the  grand 
Erie  canal,  and  more  than  sixteen  tiroes  the  amount  oontaified 
in  the  Cedar  river,  and  Sycamore  creek,  Ingham  ootmty.  Deer 
creek  and  Grand  rive^  Eaton  county,  Shiuwassee  river,  Liwiag^^ 
ton  coimty,  and  Rabbit  river,  Allegan  county.f 

We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  sixteen  times  aa  ma- 
ny rivers,  (as  those  above  enumerated)  at  the  north,  which  have 
ebvnged  their  course,  and  discharge  in  directions  contrary  te  their 
foimer  ones,  thus  filling  the  basin  of  Lake  Superior*  and  rawsiag 
the  periodical  rise  of  tbe  lakes;  nor  ia  it  reasoaable  t4^  sefipeaa 
that  rivers,  discharging  so  great  a  quantity,  can  be  found  in  that 
region.  We  must,  therefore,  look  for  the  cause  to  the  quantity 
ofrain  which  has  fallen,  and  to  the  mehing  of  the  snow,  In  springs 
apon  the  Immense  surface  drained  by  these  laftes. 

Rivers, 

Streams  receiving  the  appellation  of  rivers  in  the  state  are  nu« 
merouSL  This  name,  however,  is  applied  to  none  unless  of  suffix 
cient  magnitude  to  be  consideied  worthy  of  meandering  on  both 
sides ;  accordingly,  instructions  to  that  eflect  have  been  given  by 
the  Surveyor  General  to  hb  deputies,  in  the  prosecution  m  the  go- 


tTheM  riTen  diMbtrge  in  Uie  aggr^s^to,  S6,8iS  cubic  feet  per  ■unoic,  M  Um 
dengoatad.    J.  Hiird*t  report. 
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mrvofi.  9b»  Gffad»  IfndBcgo  wxl  i3t«  Jowph,  will 
tear  m  compiriioii  in  Icogtk  -with  many  of  the  westero,  and  no 
fmal  fHimborcf  the  eagten»  rivers,  of  tjhe  first  and  second  class. 
Their  width  and  depth  are  not  in  proportion  to  their  feogth,  arts* 
iag  from  ihe  fact  or  their  oniibrtn  decent  This  characteristie 
^1  apply  to  all  the  other  streacns  on  the  peninsula.  They  are 
Qobroken  by  cataracts,  and  but  little  obstracted  by  rapids.  The 
MiBofaer  in  the  «snreyed  part^  and  disdiaiqging  into  the  lakes,  is 
tveaty  ^^nof  these  the-Grand  river  is  the  largest 

This  Twermsm  in  HiUsdale  aod  the  soitth  pert  of  Jackson  conn* 
liea,  in  a  eluslsr  of  mere  tiian  fifty  lafbes,  that  mterloek  with  the 
Kalamasoe  and  St  Jesepb,  each  emptying  into  Lake  Michigan 
esi  the  vest,  and  with  the  Raisin,  which  etnpties  into  Lake  EMe, 
OD  the  east  Tbeae^  with  tbt»  Little  St  Joseph,  St  Joseph  of 
Maumae,  nod  Tiffia«»  or  Bean  ereek*  runmi^  south,  have  their 
sources  en  the  highest  table  land  in  ibe  souttem  half  of  the  pen^ 
jnsuh,  being  an  elevation  of  six  hundred  and  forty-six  ^t  above 
Lake  £rie^  FiK>mits«ouroe  in  a  northerly  direction  to  Jaekaofr* 
tei^  i»  twentj^fife  nwles ;  its  level  here  being  three  hundred 
9od  twenty<«fiire<feet  above  Lake  Michigan.  From  Jacksonbui|i>k^ 
it  is  fifty-'tfaaee  miles  to  Bed  Cedar  river,  thirty  to  Lookia^dass 
river,  and  eighteen  to  the  Maple  river*  At  thhi  point  its  e^va* 
iion  is  fifty^x  feet  abovie  the  lake,  where  it  laioes  a  vresCerly 
course  of  fifty  miles  to  Grand  rapids,  and  forty  more  to  its  niosMii> 
flsaking  its  entire  length  two  baadred  and  sixteea  miles.  It  con- 
veys the  surplus  water  cf  2,M942D  square  acres.  There  art 
many  other  large  tributaries  bceides  ttiose  above  mentioned,  whiah 
it  receives  from  the  iiorth«»*-anioog  these  are  the  Flat  and  Rogue 
riven,'n»  inefamdersbie'StreamsL  Its  width  the  first  Ibrty  nwies 
from  ilB  YneulliJs  800  {feet  and  for  fifty  miles  fortfaer,  to  Lyons, 
on  the  Maple,  it  is  500  feet.  In  spring,  floods  raise  the  ri^er  about 
lea  feet  overflowing  and  earieiring  its  valley,  which  is  denaely 
oovered  with  a  lieavy  and  baaotiful  growth  of  forest  trees. 

The  St  Joseph  has  for  its  source  more  than  twenty-five  lakeaf 
«Mi  as  before  mentioned,  has  its  origin  in  Hillsdale  and  Branch 
eonnties ;  k  rans  a.  northerly  course,  afterwards  passing  to  die 
southwest  and  eresskig  the  sooth  boundary  of  tiie  state,  enlars 
Indiana;  again  curving  northwardly, it  te-etOtrs  this  slate  and 
Mk  into  Lake  Micsia^n,  recetving  maoy  large  tribniaries,  among 
which  are  the  Paw  Paw,  the  Dowagiac,  Elkbatt,  Prairie,  Pigenn 
and  Fawn  rivenr* 

From  its  maoth  t»  the  liae«f  Indiana,  Ihe  diatanoeis  fortj^ 
nigbt  and  «  half  miles,  at  a  kvel  of  sixtr-eight  and  a  half  feet;  it 
ler  ranning  forty -three  miles  in  Indiftiia>  and  at  nn  elevation  of 
ninety  feet  it  i^^crosses  the  state  line ;  the  ^slaoce  to  Three  rivw 
ecs  is  twenty-tfaree  and  three*fourth  nnles,  rism;i:  ibhrty'^ve  fesl, 
twenty^  and  ^unafuiudi  nsiles  to  Stmsoon  iaios,  and 
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twenty  and  a  half  to  Umoo  dtyt  makim  the  whobdirtiace  cm 
handred  and  sixty  miles  from  its  raouUi  to  tbts  plaoe«  and  hi 
he^ht  above  Lake  Michigan  two  hundred  and  ej^y^^five  feet ; 
the  entire  length  of  the  river  is  two  handred  and  eight  miles,  iti 
width  is  nine  hundred  feet  at  its  mouth,  and  carries  the  surplus 
waters  of  2,327,040  square  acres. 

The  Kalamanx)  river  drains  nearly  all  the  rematoder  of  the 
surface  on  the  western  declivity,  (situated  between  the  Grand  aod 
St.  Joseph  rivers  above  described,)  or  about  1^8834400  square 
acres.  Its  tributaries  are  not  many  or  large ;  ita  aiverage  width 
is  about  two  hundred  feet ;  its  source  is  in  a  groop  of  SO  lakee; 
FarwelPs  lake  is  six  feet  abov^  the  source  of  Orand  river,  though 
hardly  forty  rods  distant,  and  so  near  do  the  rivers  rising  on  this 
plateau  approach  each  other,  that  the  waters  flowing  east,  west 
and  south,  might  easily  be  made  to  mingle  at  this  poioU  Its 
course  is  more  direct  than  either  of  the  others  mentioned. 

The  distance  from  its  mouth  to  Allegan  is  thirty-eight  ontles^ 
with  a  current  of  three  miles  an  hour ;  thence  twenty-five  miles 
to  Kalamazoo,  where  it  is  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet  above 
the  lake ;  thence  to  Albion,  at  the  Forks,  thirteen  miles*  rising  nine 
feeU  making  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  miles,  and  at 
an  elevation  of  three  hundred  and  forty*  five  feet.  From  the  Forks 
to  its  source  is  thirty-four  miles ;  its  entire  length  is  therefore  one 
hundffeil  and  fifty  miles. 

The  rivers  discharging  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  stat^  with- 
in tin  surveyed  district,  have  a  less  vohune,  and  may  be  descrih- 
ed  together  as  having  similar  features,  or  if  there  be  an  exoeptioo, 
it  is  in  the  -length.  The  length  of  all  is  abridged,  however,  by  ha« 
ving  a  space  to  traverse  only  of  about  forty  to  sixty  miles ;  the  di- 
viding ridge  being  so  much  nearer  tiie  eastern  than  the  western 
side  of  the  peninsula. 

The  river  Raisin  heads  in  a  series  of  fifty  lakes^  the  nearest  of 
which  is  but  a  few  rods  from  the  head  of  Grand  river*  Its  whole 
length  may  be  computed  at  85  miles. 

The  head  waters  of  the  western  branches  of  the  Huron  also 
rise  near  those  of  Grand  river,  while  its  eastern  sources  inosci»- 
late  with  the  Clinton.  This  river  and  the  Clinton  have  their  suuf^ 
ces  in' by  far  the  greatest  number  of  lakes ;  they  are  no  less  than 
200,  and  some  of  them  large,  embraced  in  the  area  of  Oakkuid» 
Livingston  and  Washtenaw  counties. 

The  Saginaw  river  receives  the  -discharged  waters  of  the  Cass^ 
Flint,  Shiawassee  and  Tittabawassa  rivers,  .twenty-five  miles 
from  its  mouth.  These  rivers  with  their  tributaries  descend  from 
every  point  of  the  compass-— tlie  Tittabawassa  from  an  unsurveji* 
ed  district  in  the  north ;  the  Shiawassee  from  the  western  declivi- 
ty of  the  sunomit  in  Oakland  county  in  the  south;  the  FUot  aod 
Cass. from  the  summit  of  the  same  sweU»  in  Lapeer  end  Saaiko 
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coin)tie«>  on  the  etst  and  loutheast.    Their  averager  length  is 
ninety  mHed. 

United  Stated  Surveyi. 

These  are  progressing  with  rapidity,  and  if  continued  during 
the  next  two  years,  the  whole  peninsula  will  have  been  surveyed 
The  highest  point  to  which  they  have  Iteen  carried  is  town  26 
north,  efiibracing  160  townships<  The  facilities  are  rep  rted  by 
the  surveyors,  to  be  as  favorable  as  those  of  any  other  new  coun- 
try* and  equal  to  those  of  earlier  surveys,  for  carryii^  forward 
their  work ;  maps  of  these  surveys  have  been  collects,  in  part, 
for  the  future  use  of  the  geological  department.  An  inspection  of 
them  exhitNts  in  the  general  outlines,  a  similarity  to  the  southern 
portion  of  the  state ;  the  variety  and  nun>be^r  of  sn&all  lakes*  the 
great  length  of  the  principal  streams,  with  an  undulating  sur&ce^ 
are  the  principal  features.  i 

It  is  understood  that  contracts  will  be  made  for  commencing 
on  the  upper  peninsula,  at  the  opening  of  next  season,  and  it  is 
probaUe  that  the  standard  lines  will  be  run,  and  the  completion- 
of  the  eastern  half^  from  Ch'X^late  river  on  Lake  Superior  to  the 
bead  of  Green  bey,  during  the  same  time< 

The  lands  heretofore  held  in  reserve*  and  which  are  by  treaty 
to  be  sold,  have  been  subdivided.  These  reserves  are  among  the 
best  locations  in  the  state.  The  avails*  after  deducting  the  iniv 
veys  and  o:her  expenses,  go  to  the  Indians. 

Little  will  be  left  after  the  survey  of  the  state  shall  have  been 
completed,  requiring  adjustment  The  simple  rectangular  method 
adopted  by  the  general  government,  first,  in  subdivicung  the  coun- 
try into  townships  of  six  miles  square*  and  these  again  into  sec- 
tions of  one  mile,  give  a  character  of  mathematical  accuracy 
which  is  excelled  by  no  other  system ;  the  width  and  course  c^ 
all  streams  crossing  these  lines,  and  their  distance  from  the  near- 
est corner,  are  noted,  as  well  as  the  entrance  into  and  distance, 
across  marshes  and  swamps ;  it  will  therefore  require  but  little 
attention  to  draft  the  streams  not  meandered,  as  well  as  the  marsh-. 
es*  in  the  interior  of  the  sections^  by  personal  examination*  with 
sufficient  accuracy  for  correct  topographical  maps. 

Leveb. 
Information  of  the  most  valuable  kind  has  been  obtained  froo» 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  internal  improvement ;  copies  of 
the  surveys  of  the  central  and  northern  failroads  have  been  fur- 
nisbed*  and  by  a  resolution  which  passed  that  board  in  1837*- they 
will  continue  to  furnish  copies  of  all  the  surveys  connected  with 
the  public  works ;  these,  with  the  surveys  of  tlie  difierent  railroad 
and  canal  companies*  will  leave  but  few  points,  the  elevation  or 
depression  of  which  may  not  be  known^  either  in  refereoco  to  the^ 
6"^ 
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lakes  or  the  oceao.    Vertical  aections  oonnaeted  wMi  eofirsol 

lineal  drawings,  are  appreciated  by  the  ^logist^  and  have  anki- 
terest  with  him  as  great  as  with  the  engineer. 

Accompanying  this  report  you  will  receive  a  map  of  the  state 
made  by  your  direction  for  general  reference.  Upon  the  same 
sheet,  prcigections  of  all  the  levels  which  have  been  made  across 
the  state,  are  constructed*  A  slight  inspection  will  show  at  onee 
the  vertical  relation  of  almost  every  important  piiint  throughout 
the  territory  Included  iri  the  survey.  The  surface  of  Lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Michigan  is  made  the  plane  of  reference ;  these  are  578 
feel  above  tide  water* 

By  a  reference  to  the  height^  it  appears  that  there  is  a  swell 
of  land,  which  may  be  called  the  true  water-shed,  running  from 
Point  aux  Barques  south  forty-five  degrees  west,  and  passing  cot 
of  the  state  into  the  northeast  corner  of  Indiana,  about  equi-dis- 
tant  from  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan.  It  attains  its  greatest  ele- 
vntion  in  Hillsdale  county,  seven  miles  east  from  JonesviKe,  where 
it  is  6SS  feet  above  the  'plane  of  reference.  Its  summit  on  the 
central  railroad,  at  the  division  line  between  Jackson  and  Wash- 
tenaw counties,  fourteen  miles  east  of  Jacksonburgh,  is  437  feet 
In  the  village  of  Pontiac  in  Oakland  county.  on\he  summit  level 
of  the  Clinton,  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  it  is  336  feet.  It  then  again 
rises,  and  at  the  head  waters  of  Belle  river,  in  Lapeer  county,  is 
414  feet.  From  this  point  it  gradually  Mis  off,  and  with  a  few 
rills  descending  on  its  north  and  eastern  slope,  sink^  to  the  levd 
of  the  beach  of  the  lake*  This  swell  will  present  but  few  eleva- 
tions above  the  actual  surveyed  levels,  exceeding  fifty  feet,  and 
these  knobs,  where  present,  are  located'without  design,  and  with- 
out uniformity  of  range. 

On  the  line  between  Oakland  and  Livingston  CoUnties,  a  brandi 
diverges  to  the  northwest,  giving  rise  to  tl^  Red  Cedar,  Looking- 
glass  and  the  Maple  rivers,  on  its  western  declivity,  while  the 
Shiawassee  rises  at  the  point  of  divergence,  and  runs  northwardly 
parallel  to  its  eastern  side.  The  lowest  pass  across  this  aweli  is 
96  teet  above  Lake  Huron.  Leaving  this  point  and  ascending  to 
towtiship  iO  north,  of  range  5  west,  its  course  is  changed  to  the 
north,  and  it  rises  to  its  greatest  eievatitm  at  the  sources  of  the 
Maskego  river  in  Lake  Otisco.  in  town  ".  2  north.  From  an  in- 
spection of  the  map  an  apparent  design  appears  to  have  marked 
ttie  future  communication  bctwern  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigant 
fVom  the  broad  and  deep  indentation  of  Saginaw  bay  over  tins 
narrow  and  bw  pnss. 

From  the  tlividing  swell,  the  cotrntry  lies  in  one  plane  on  each 
side,  inclining  gently  and  uniformly  to  the  margin  of  the  Mm^ 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  corresponding  elevation  on  the 
western  side  of  the  state.  This  may  be  tra^  from  t!te  great 
betid  of  Grand  river  to  where  it  crosses  the  Eaiarmazoo  weat  of 
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IhftiTiliago ;  dieoce  carving  with  the  shore  of  the  laket  temunatii 
at  the  S<xith  Bend»  where  it  diverts  the  St.  Joseph  river  through 
a  part  of  Indiana.  Iti  average  height  at  Grand  riyer  it  80  fe«t» 
200  at  Kalamazoo,  and  75  at  South  Bend,  above  the  level  of  the 
surrounding  country.  It  need  not  be  stated  that  the  interior  peg- 
iijsula  lakes  partake  of  the  highest  elevation,  when  reference  b  had 
to  their  being  situated  at  the  sources  of  all  the  rivers,  and  that  the 
summit  in  Oakland  and  Livingston  counties  abounds  with  the 
greatest  number. 

From  tables  in  which  I  have  collated  the  elevation  of  places,  I 
have  selected  a  few  remote  from  each  other»  which  may  serve  to 
show  the  uniformity  of  the  surface  generally.  Conclusions  from 
this  table  cannot  be  drawn,  however,  in  detriment  to  the  healthy 
and  rapid>  and  not  uniVequently  precipitous  flow  of  all  our 
streams. 

Outlet  of  Grass  lake,  Jackson  countyt  d77  feet 

yyiage  of  Barry,  do        do  362 

Head  of  Spectacle  lake,  Calhoun  county,  373 

Head  of  Mill  creek,  St.  Clair  county,  368 

Kalamazoo  river  at  Albion,  Kalamazoo  county,  351 

Sandstone  creek,  Jackson  county,  84T 

Outlet  Giltet's  lake,         do  854 

Tillage  of  Newberry,  St.  Clair  county,  284 

West  end  Prairie  Koode,  Kalamazoo  county,  278 

Rioe  creek,  near  Marshall,  Calhoun  county,  280 

Hooey  creek,  Washtenaw  county,  266 

NoTih  Branch  Raisin  river,  Lenawee  county,  276 

Hauler's  creek,  Lapeer  county,  265 

Geddes,  Washtenaw  county,  220 

Flmt  river,  at  Lapeer,  Lapeer  county,  238 

Huron  river,  Dexter,  Washtenaw  county,  232 

Old  Fort  Holmes,  Mackinaw,  219 

Kalamazoo  rivet,  near  Augusta,  in  section  85,  town  2 
south,  range  8  west,  Kalamasoo  county,  187 

Branch  St.  Joseph,  30  miles  south  section  35,  town  6 
tooth,  same  range,  St.  Joseph  county,  187 

Kdamazoo  river,  Kalamazoo  village,  1 54 
Thirty  miles  south  southern  railroibd  crossing,  St  Jo- 
seph river,  St  Joseph  county,  188 
Shiawassee  river  at  Owasso,  Shiawassee  county,  14^ 
Fort  Mackinaw,  Mackinaw*  150  • 

Clifi;  Robison's  Folly,  Island  Mackinaw,  128 

YpsOanti,  Washtenaw  county*  130 
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fiuk  cf  Lake  Miehigan,  New  Bufiblo,  Berrien  goud- 

tff  100  feet 

Huron  river,  at  Ypsilanii,  Washtenaw  county,  100 

Paw  Paw  rhrer,  Lafayette  village,  Van  Buren  county,     106 

Brush  creek,  near  Mason,  Van  Buren  county,  76 
Bank  of  Gnlien  river,  ten  miles  east  New  Bufialo^  Ber- 
rien county,  74 
Stoney  creek,  crossing  northern  railroad,  Ionia  county,  82 
Mouth  Maple  river,  Ionia  county,  56 
Bass  river,  crossing  northern  railroad,  Ottawa  county,  56 
St.  Joseph  river,  at  JBerlrand,  Berrien  county,  53 
Half  way  house,  Wayne  county,  54 
Crossing  soutiiem  railroad  four  miles  west  Monroe, 
Monroe  county,  49 

A  fact  may  also  be  inferred  from  the  collated  levels,  that  the 
average  height  of  the  peninsula  is  160  feet  above  the  sur&ce  of 
the  lakes. 

Maps,  4^. 

Much  of  my  time  has  been  occupied,  as  will  be  observed,  m 
making  collections  preparatory  to  the  final  publication*  They 
are  intended  to  embrace  the  geology  as  well  as  the  topography 
and  geography  of  every  section  of  the  state.  Twenty  counties 
are  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness,  five  of  which  may  be  said  to 
be  finished  in  detail,  viz :  Wayne,  Monroe,  Jackson,  Eaton  and 
Ingham.  It  was  thought  unimportant  to  enter  into  a  description 
of  these  in  this  report,  as  during  the  next  year  a  large  number 
will  be  added,  and  a  report  including  the  whole  will  then  be  made. 
Drawings  will  also  be  given  of  such  remains  of  ancient  works 
and  tumuli  as  are  scattered  through  St  Joseph,  Kalamazoo  and 
some  other  counties.  These  are  more  rare  in  this,  thian  in  some 
of  the  states  south  and  west ;  sufficient  evidences  remain,  how- 
ever, of  a  former  population,  remote  to  the  oldest  traditions  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  time  is  not  distant  when  the  curious  will  be 
gratified  with  the  system  they  pursued,  and  the  facts  it  unfolds 
relative  to  the  uses  for  which  so  much  labor  has  been  expended 
bvan ancient  people,  upon  the  difl^rent  structures  found  in  the  west 
I^ublic  attention  is  being  directed  to  their  developement,  and 
when  the  position  and  dimensions  of  those  that  remain  shall  have 
been  determined,  elements  for  a  history  will  remain,  as  perfect  as 
may  bie  collected  in  the  absence  in  part  of  tradition  or  written 
documents. 

Here  let  me  publicly  acknowledge  the  hos|MtabIe  intercourse 
of  ^  citizens  of  the  state,  and  the  polite  regards  of  gentlemen  in 
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the  diflbrent  public  oflkesr  in  afibrdic^  every  facility,  and  giviog 
access  to  the  lecordsin  their  charge. 

S.  W.  HIGGINS, 
Topographer  of  the  Chclogical  Survey. 
Detroit,  Qd  February,  1889. 


(No.  4.) 
Report  of  C,  C,  Douglass,  Assistant  Gedogist, 
To  Douglass  Houghton,  Slate  Geologist. 

SiE :  I  have  completed  the  detailed  survey  of  so  much  of  the 
district  which  you  assigned  me,  as  is  embraced  in  Ingham  coun- 
ty, together  with  a  portion  of  Eaton  and  Jackson  counties.  Much 
time  having  been  occupied  in  tracing  and  examining  the  coal  for- 
mation, in  order  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions  as  to  the  pro- 
bable extent  of  this  valuable  deposite  in  the  district,  it  is  thought 
advisable  to  defer  the  report  of  a  part  of  Eaton  and  the  whole  of 
Jackson  county,  until  the  work  shall  have  been  more  nearly  com- 

Eleted.  The  examinations  of  the  coal  district  resulted  in  the  col- 
iction  of  many  important  facts,  some  of  which  cannot  be  properly 
made  use  of  until  more  extended  examinations  have  been  made. 
But  it  may  be  observed,  that  these  have  been  sufficiently  satisfac- 
tory to  place  beyond  doubt  the  existence  of  this  valuable  sub- 
stance in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  much  prospective  value  to  the 
state. 

The  maps  of  the  counties  under  consideration,  have  been  found 
to  be  exceedingly  incorrect,  and  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  have  b^n  able  to  accomplish  much  towards  correcting 
the  numerous  geographical  errors  upon  the  maps,  now  being  con- 
structed. These,  according  to  your  instructions,  having  been 
transferred  to  the  topographical  department,  can  only  be  generally 
noticed  in  this  reporL 

One  of  the  most  prominent  characters  of  the  county  under  con- 
sideration, when  compared  with  the  more  southern  counties,  is, 
its  remarkable  uniformity  of  surface.  Although  the  whole  coun- 
try may  be  considered  as  gently  undulating,  it  has  no  great  ir- 
imilarUy  of  surface,  except  in  those  sections  traversed  by  streams, 
where  gorges,  frequently  of  considerable  cepth,  are  sometimes 
firand. 

Occasionally  some  few  isolated  hills  and  ridges  are  seen,  but 
tbey,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  hardly  worthy  of  notice.  In 
township  three  north,  range  one  east,  a  series  of  isolated  ridges 
commences  on  section  thirty-four,  and  extends  in  a  northeast  di- 
reotiom  across  sections  thirteen*  twenty-three>  twenty-four,  tweo** 
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ty-dx  tnd  twenty-seyeii,  having  an  akitude  of  from  twenty  to 
eighty  feet 

A  second  and  nearly  parallel  elevation  was  noticed,  commenc- 
ing on  section  three,  in  the  same  township,  and  extending  to  sec- 
tion thirty-four»  in  the  adjoining  town,  having  an  elevation  varying 
from  twenty  to  forty  feet. 

A  third  commences  in  the  south  part  of  Vevay,  and  extends  in 
a  northwest  direction,  nearly  through  the  town,  varying  from  ten 
to  eighty  feet  in  height  At  the  village  of  Masom  the  Sycamore 
creek  passes  through  a  ridge  of  diluvion  composed  of  strati&ed 
coarse  sand  and  p^Mes,  slightly  united  by  a  calcareous  and  fer- 
ruginous cement 

About  three-fifths  of  the  county  of  Ingham  consists  of  timbered 
land,  while  the  remaining  two-fifths  are  oak  openings  and  plains. 
That  portion  of  Eaton  county  embraoed  in  this  report  consists  of 
timbered  lands. 

Timber. 

The  timber  upon  the  less  elevated  bottom  lands  extending  aloqg 
Grand  river  consists  of  sycamore,  black  ash,  elm,  black  walnut, 
&c  Upon  the  inclined  uplands,  connecting  the  bottom  with  the 
table  lands,  a  general  mixture  of  the  usual  hard  wood  tiu)ber  is 
found. 

The  table  lands  are  mostly  timbered  with  the  varieties  of  oak, 
beach,  maple,  lynn,  hickory,  cherry  and  whitewood  ;  with  ^ca- 
more,  butternut,  black  walnut  and  elm  on  the  margins  of  the 
streams. 

Ingham  county  occupies  a  very  central  position  in  the  state* 
and  possessing  as  it  does  a  rich  soil,  valuable  quarries  of  sandstone 
and  extensive  deposites  of  bituminous  coal,  it  promises  to  become 
one  of  the  most  important  counties  in  the  state. 

SoU. 

The  prevailing  soil  of  Ingham  county  and  that  part  of  Baton 
county  lying  in  township  (our  north,  ranges  three,  four,  five  and 
six  west,  is  sandy  loam  and  loamy  sand  over  an  extent  of  mere 
than  seven-eights  of  the  surface.  Limited  tracts  of  a  stiff  Inamv 
clay»  with  occasional  hillocks  and  ridges  of  fine  yellowinh  saira, 
occur,  and  were  observed  more  especially  near  the  smalt  lakes 
and  streams. 

Beds  of  sand  and  gravel  are  sometimes  seen  to  alternate  with 
those  of  loam  and  marly  clay  in  such  a  manner  that  a  field  of  a 
few  acres  may  exhibit  almost  every  variety  of  soil,  from  a  fine 
sand  to  a  stifi*  mnrly  clay. 

The  art  of  the  farmer  may  be  here  ppt  in  requisition  to  modHy 
the  natural  texture  of  the  diflferent  soils,  and  fit  them  to  receive 
nutritive  and  stimulant  manures  with  the  greatest  advantage. 
The  stiff  heavy  clays  may  be  dressed  with  sand  and  the  ligtil  soil 
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with  loam  or  day,  (marly  where  H  can  be  obtainedt)  with  a  view 
to  transform  the  whole  into  a  loam  of  such  n  texture  as  to  make 
a  pulverulent  soil»  and  yet  feave  it  sufficiently  argillaceous  to  re- 
tam  a  desirable  quantity  of  water*  Yard  manure,  composts  mix- 
ed with  lime,  ashei:»  and  muck  of  the  marshes  and  swamps,  if 
thrown  into  heaps  with  quick  lime  and  allowed  to  undergo  a  more 
perfect  de(*om position,  would  make  a  valuable  manure  for  the  light 
soils.  Lime  is  essential  to  the  fertility  of  the  light  soils,  and  as 
shell  marl  is  within  the  rea.-.h  of  nearly  every  farmer,  it  being 
found  in  man^  of  the  lakes  and  marshes,  no  reason  can  exist  why 
these  light  soils  may  not  be  made  and  retained  of  the  most  fertile 
character.  The  marl  may  be  taken  from  the  pit  in  the  fall  and 
winter  or  at  any  leisure  season,  and  spread  over  the  land  in  the 
same  manner  as  fine  yard  manure.  Experience  must  determine 
the  quantity  best  adapted  to  each  particular  soil. 

The  marly  clays  of  Ingham  and  Ea^on  counties  may  be  em- 
ploved  with  advantage  on  the  light  soils,  for  they  will  not  only 
add  consistency  to  me  soil,  but  will  also  furnish  the  necessary 

Marshes  and  Swamps. 

Many  extensive  marshes  exist  in  both  Ingham  and  Eaton  coun- 
ties, and  probably  may  be  said  to  extend  over  an  area  of  about 
one-ninth  of  the  surface.  Many  of  these  marshes  have  origi- 
nated from  the  stoppage  of  water  in  the  streams,  having  been 
dammed  by  the  beaver,  which  formerly  existed  in  the  country  in 
great  numbers. 

Two  marshes  of  this  character  commence  near  the  south  line 
of  township  two  north,  range  one  east.  That  on  the  west  of  the 
towasbip,  extends  in  a  northeast  direction  nearly  to  the  comer  of 
town  three,  havi^  a  length  of  twelve  miles  and  an  average  width 
of  eighty  rods. 

The  one  on  the  east  extends  north  two  to  three  miles  into  the 
adfoiBif^  township,  having  a  length  of  seven  miles  and  an  average 
width  of  half  a  mile. 

A  vflffetaUe  deposite  of  from  one  to  eight  or  nine  feet  thick, 
frequently  tremulous  when  wet,  occurs  in  many  of  these  marshea« 
This  depoaite  is  mostly  underlayed  by  marly,  clay,  which  is  some* 
tinaes  covered  to  a  slight  denth  with  sand  and  gravel,  and  in  some 
instances  with  shell  and  tufaceous  marls.  This  vegetable  mattei:, 
being  imp^Hectly  decomposed,  forms  a  light  fibrous  peat 

A  large  majority  of  these  marshes  can  be  readily  drained,  and 
will,  by  proper  culture,  become  fertile  meadows  or  even  arable 
lands.  Many  of  them  when  filled  with  water  are  tremulous. 
Most  of  the  swamps  and  marshes  are  covered  with  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  sedge,  tamarack  and  cranberry  vines. 
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S^fnings  and  WMt. 

Most  of  the  springs  and  wells  in  these  counties  furnish  water 
containing  the  salts  of  lime,  and  constitute  what  is  termed  hard 
water.  The  country  is  generally  well  watered,  though  during 
the  past  sejson,  owing  to  the  drought,  some  portions  were  nearly 
destitute.  Along  the  vallies  of  the  streams'and  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  sandstone  formation,  water  is  abundant*  rising  to  the 
surface  in  springs,  and  collecu^ng  in  the  low  grounds,  forming  nu- 
merous small  streams. 

In  the  township  of  Onondaga  the  sand  rock  occurs  at  various 
depths,  and  water  is  generally  obtained  at  the  surface  of  the  rock, 
or  by  penetrating  it  a  few  feet.  Many  of  the  springs  coDtain 
large  quantities  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  solution,  which,  as  the 
water  comes  in  contact  with  the  air,  is  deposited  in  the  form  of 
tufa  or  a  fine  pulverulent  marl.  When  the  quantity  is  small,  the 
porous  vesicular  deposite,  called  tufa,  is  found,  but  when  the  wa* 
ter  i.s  abundant,  or  the  springs  rise  in  a  level  tract  or  swamp»  it 
is  deposited  in  the  shape  of  marl. 

The  most  copious  springs  of  this  kind  are  along  Grand  and  Ce- 
dar rivers.  Nearly  all  the  small  streams,  as  wen  as  most  of  the 
lakes  and  marshes,  (which  do  not  originate  from  t)eaver  daoss,) 
have  their  origin  in  sprin^rs. 

The  water  of  most  of  the  springs  noticed,  aside  from  the  lime  it 
ctontains,  is  remarkably  pure  and  limpid,  but  occasiooallv  chaly- 
beate springs  occur.  The  springs  last  mentioned  not  uofrequeiil- 
ly  give  rise  to  very  limited  beds  of  bog  iron  ore. 

Slreanu. 

Grand  and  Cedar  rivers  are  the  two  principal  streams  in  Ing- 
ham county  ;  the  first  watering  only  a  small  portion  o(  the  wes- 
tern townships,  while  the  Cedar,  entering  on  the  east,  completely 
traverses  the  country. 

There  are,  besides  these,  numerous  small  atreams,  varying  firom 
a  few  links  to  sixty  links  in  width. 

Among  the  largest  of  these  are  the  Sycanrwre,  Willow,  Mod 
and  Deer  creeks,  and  the  east  branch  of  the  Cedar  river. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  reference  to  the  map,  that  all  the  streanit 
have  a  bearing  to  the  north,  excepting  the  few  north  of  the  Cedar 
river. 

These  streams  furnish  the  country  with  a  tolerable  supply  of 
hydraulic  power. 

Marl 

An  extensive  deposite  of  shell  marl  was  noticed  on  section  fif- 
teen, township  one  north,  range  one  west ;  occurring  near  the 
source  of  a  small  stream.    It  is  chiefly  in  the  state  of  a  compact 
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Aelh.  The  «d  eun  befoM  notici;d  pastes  throush  bd  axteome 
Bisrab,  macfa  of  ^ioh  is  onderlayed  by  the  imrX  eofatwl  urttb 
pe  t  and  vegetable  muck,  of  from  two  to  six  or  eight  ieet  tfai^k* 

OBBS. 

,.  Mafi  ako  ooaan  in  a  basia  shaped  hoil9#,  on  sactioQ  thiitjfv' 
three,  in  the  town  of  Leslie. 

I  was  informed  by  Mr.  WoodWorth,  that  an  extensive  bed  of 
marl  occurs  on  section  thirty-five,  township  two  north,  range  odtf 
wwt* 

Ciieareoui  tufe  was  notloed  at  several  fAaees  in  the  comUkMb 
bdt  QOt  ki  iufficient  quantity  to  bcf  of  any  practical  valiie. 

Bog  Iron* 

•  Several  depoiiles  of  bog  iron  were  noticed  In  Ingtmui  eoofityy 
which,  however,  are  of  not  sufficient  extent  to  be  of  any  practical 
value-  These  were  in  most  cases  noticed  along  the  streams,  out- 
lets  of  marshes,  and  in  connection  wilh  chalyb^te  springs. 

The  m68t  extensive  deposite  observed  in  Ingham  county,  was 
on  sectioiKeigbteen,  township  three  north,  range  two  east,  in  the 
bank  of  a  small  stream.  It  consists  of  coarse  and  fine  grainSi 
i>rming  ittasies  in  the  soilv  which  is  of  a  sandy  loam* 

A'depasite  of  an  argilhweous  ochre,  was  noticed  on  sectioa 
tvreoty-iwot  in  the  town  of  Leslie,  covering  an  area  of  fiwir  square 
reds,  !and  from  a  few  inches  to  three  feet  thick.  It  is  very  uncta* 
eom  contaioiog  but  a  smaU  proportion  of  sand  and  gravd.  Mi^. 
Wood  worth  infonwed  nr»  that  he  had  made  use  of  it  as  paiat,  mi 
fbiiod  it  to  Ansiver  a  good  purpose. 

On  section  eleven,  in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  was  norioed  a 
depoaite  several  rods  in  eHternt,^  and  from  a  few  inches  to  one  foot 
io  diidGoeas,  varying  from  a  deep  to  a  light  red  cdof,  unctuons» 
and  containing  sand  and  gravel  in  small  quantity. 

Another  deposite  was  noticed  at  the  outlet  of  a  marshy  in  tii« 
southwest  corner  of  Onondaga. 

Crag. 

Oo  section  three,  township  four  north,  rantfe  three  vTest,  m  the 
bank  of  Grand  river,  sand,  cemented  with  ciJcareous  matter,  oo- 
curs,  and  has  been  mistaken  by  the  inhabitants  for  a  lefdge  of  aand* 
stoaa.  it  has  an  elevation  of  fifteen  feet,  but  is  not  extensive.  It 
Ml  eeveoed  with  a  light  colored  clay  soil-  The  sand  from  whieh 
the  crag  is  formed  is  considerably  extensive,  and  will  aflM  ^  ffood 
aand  &r  mortar. 

Botdders. 
Primary  boulders  were  noticed  at  numerous  points  in  these 
counties,  particularly  along  the  streams,  where  they  occur  in  ffreal 
nnmbers^  ^ 
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Boulders  ooeiir  more  fraqoaally  upon  the  fnrfiroe  of  the  pliiM 
then  on  the  timbered  landi.  They  are  not  uofrequeDtly  seen  m 
great  nambers  upon  the  summits  of  the  most  elevated  hiUooiES 
ami  ridges. 

On  section  thirty-one,  township- four  north,  range  twoeast»  se- 
veral small  angular  boulders  of  light  colored  limestone,  contaimog 
fossilsy  were  seen. 

Blue  and  variegated  clays,  inferior  in  quality,  are  not  unfins* 
qoeDtly  met  with  in  Ingham  and  Eaton  counties.  A  varksaled 
marly  clay,  of  fine  texture,  was  observed  on  the  west  side  ofPine 
lake,  and  will  afford  an  excellent  manure  for  the  light  neighbor- 
ing soils. 

An  analysts  of  two  hundred  grains  of  this  day  gave  the  fi^ 
lowing  results : 

Garb,  lime,  66,00  grs. 

Alumine,  130,00 

Silex,  14,00 


200,00 
This  bed  of  clay  has  been  found  to  be  twelve  feet  thick  at  a 
well  on  the  west  side  of  Pine  lake,  and  to  repose  on  fine  saad. 
*  Clay  was  again  noticed  on  section  diirteen,  township  four  nMlh, 
rai^  two  west  and  two  east,  in  the  banks  of  the  Cedar  riv«r. 
This  clay  contains  only  a  small  portion  of  lime,  is  free  from  grtf 
yek  aad  will  afford  a  tolerable  material  for  brick. 

Blue  clay,  containing  gravel  and  pebblesi  occurs  at  intervals 
aloi^  the  banks  or  Grand  and  Cedar  rivers. 

Clay  suitable  for  brick  was  observed  in  the  town  of  LesKSt 
near  the  villaffe  of  Leslie.  In  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  on  sec- 
tion eleven,  clay  that  will  afibrd  a  good  material  ibr  brick  was 
alio  notioed. 

Building  and  Flagging  Stone. 

The  great  sand  rock  formation  embraces  the  only  rock  found 
in  place  in  Ingham,  and  the  north  and  east  parts  of  E^ton  coun- 
ties. It  is  exposed  at  many  points  along  the  Grand  and  Cedar 
rivers,  forttiing  in  some  cases,  perpendicular  cMSk.  k  is  also  seen 
at  a  distance  from  the  river;  in  the  beds  and  banks  of  the  saiall 
streams.  At  many  points  in  the  county  the  rock  is  found  cov- 
ered by  only  a  slight  depth  of  soil,  and  it  may  reasonably  be  sup* 
posed  that  as  the  settlement  of  the  county  advances,  the  rock  will 
be  found  to  approach  sufficiently  near  the  surface  for  quarrying, 
at  many  points  where  it  is  now  wholly  unperceived. 

Soutnwest  from  the  mouth  of  the  Cedar  river,  on  section  nina- 
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teen,  a  eoiapaot,  ^y*  odoaroQiDs  saadsloiie  ooonn  in  Ibrbadind 
iNUikf  of  Grand  rvrer. 

Ao  analysis  of  this  sandstone  showed  it  to  be  composed  of 

Silieeous  saod  with  mica,  60)00  grs. 

Calcareous  matter,  40,00 


lOO/HK) 

fimbraced  in  this  mieaoeous  sandstone  is  a  compact,  white, 
quartzose  sandstone,  cemented  with  lime.  Both  these  yarielies 
of  sandstone  will  affi>rd  a  vaioable  material  for  building.  The 
upper  portion  t>f  the  calcareous  sandstone  is  composed  of  thia 
kyars,  which  would  answer  a  valuable  purpose  as  a  flagging 
alooe. 

In  the  southwest  part  of  township  three  north,  range  two  west, 
a  sandstone  well  adapted  for  building  purposes,  was  noticed  in  the 
bed  and  bank  of  Grand  river.  It  is  regularly  stratified,  the.  lajr^ 
ers  being  from  two  inches  to  twelve  inches  in  thickness.  It  may 
be  quarried  in  blocks  of  several  feet  superficial  extent.  It  con- 
tains numerous  remains  of  extinct  plants.  This  rock  is  analo- 
gous to  the  calcareous  sandstone  near  the  mouth  of  Cedar  river. 

In  the  town  of  Onondaga,  Ingham  county,  on  sections  seven, 
twenty-eight  and  twen(y«-nine,  a  coarse,  quartzose,  micaceous 
MUMlftone  was  examined,  some  portion  of  which  will^  afford  a  good 
i>uildiflg  materia). 

On  sectioo  thirty«six,  township  four  north,  range  two  east,  in 
the  bed  and  banks  of  the  Cedar  river,  a  white,  coarse  grained, 
micaceous  sandstone  occurs.  It  is  friable  when  first  taken  from 
the  qoarry,  but  hardens  upon  exposure  to  the  atmosphere. 

This  out-cropping  edge  of  sandstone  embraces  a  ned  of  bttu- 
minous  shale  and  coal. 

An  out'«rop  of  the  sandstone  was  examined  in  the  bank  of 
Deer  creek,  near  the  surveyed  line  of  the  canal,  on  section  four- 
teen, township  three  north,  range  one  east,  Ingham  county.  This 
nndstonc  resembles,  in  appearance,  the  calcareous  sandstone  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Cedar  nver,  is  very  much  shattered,  and  some 
of  the  blocks  have  nearly  a  vertical  position. 

Sandstone  was  again  noticed  on  section  twenty-two,  town  of 
Leslie,  and  is  apparently  well  adapted  to  economioal  nsea.  It  re- 
Mnbles  in  texture  the  sandstone  at  Napoleon. 
^  Sandstone  of  a  friable  nature  was  noticed  on  sections  sixteeii, 
twenty  and  twenty-one,  in  the  town  of  Vevay,  from  one  to  two 
miles  south  of  Mason.  The  quality  of  the  stone  cannot  be  vv^i 
known  until  excavations  are  made. 

Sandstone  also  occurs  on  Grand  viver^  Grindstone  and  Coal 
eraeks,  in  Eaton  county,  hi  mural  walls  of  firom  ten  to  forty  leet 
in  be^t,  and  extends  alobg  each  of  these  creeks  for  the  di^raoe 
of  a  nule^  and  along  Grand  river  for  a  distanoe  of  from  oM  and  a 
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Imttt9  two  mHai.  Tbeie  ttndttonet  embnuse  a  fliooeaiion  df 
coal,  fissile  shale  and  iron  ore.  They  also  contain  many  rematoi 
of  plants. 

Some  portions  of  the  sandstone  will  aflbrd  a  good  material  for 
building,  as  also  for  grindstones. 

On  section  twelve,  in  the  same  township,  forming  the  bed  of 
Grand  river  and  occasioning  a  strong  rapid,  is  a  fine  grained  sand- 
stone cemented  with  lin^e,  and  characterized  by  the  appearaooe 
dPmimerous  vegetable  impressions. 

A  good  material  for  building  and  grindstones,  and  embracing  m 
bed  <K  bituminous  shale,  Was  notio^  in  the  bed  and  banks  of 
Grand  river,  on  section  twelve,  town  one  north,  range  three  west, 
Eaton  county,  and  section  seven,  town  one  north,  range  two  west, 
Ifi^am  coonty.  It  extends  north  along  the  valley  m  the  Grand 
river  hito  the  ad[joining  township.  It  is  here  oveflayed  by  a  thift 
bed  of  coarse  red  sandstone  that  has  an  irregular  dip  of  about  four 
ipcbes  to  the  fooC 

.    Coal. 

The  whole  rock  formation  of  Ingham  and  Eatos  counties  ttmy 
be  referred  to  the  coal  bearing  series,  and  several  beds  of  this  ma- 
terial, which  may  be  looked  upon  as  valuable,  have  been  ezam^ 
ined.  The  level  and  unbroken  character  of  the  country  wliieli 
brings  the  rocks  but  rarely  to  the  surface,  together  with  the  dis- 
integrating nature  of  the  rock,  (the  latter  serving  to  cover  those 
edges,  which  under  other  oirounlstances,  would  1^  exposed,)  ren- 
der it  difficult  to  folk)w  these  beds  in  a  continuous  nNiniien  but 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  they  exist  over  a  large  area  of 
the  counties. 

The  most  extensive  beds  of  coal  were  noticed  in  township  four 
sortlK  range  one  and  two  east,  in  Ingham  county,  and  ranges 
three  and  lour  west,  in  Eaton  county. 

'  Coal  also  occurs  in  the  valley  of  Coal  and  Grindstone  creeb, 
and  on  section  three,  ten  and  eleven,  on  Coal  creek.  The  coal  is 
here  comprised  in  four  beds,  having  a  thickness  of  four,  ten,  twehre 
and  twenty  inches,  and  neither  bed  exceeds  two  feet  at  any  one 

poim. 

.  It  was  examined  at  several  |:^aeeB  akng  thp  table  lands,  and  it 
the  bed  of  th^  stream,  for  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles,  wheiv 
in  consequence  of  its  dip,  1  was  unable  to  trace  it  further. 

The  coal  is  embraced  in  a  succession  of  fissile  shales,  and  coin- 
poet  and  friable  sandstone,  varying  in  thickness,  from  five  to  for- 
ty feet  I  was  enabled  to  remove  several  bushels  from  the  difibr- 
6ot  looalities,  that  proved  to  be  highly  bitominous,  asid  of  very 
gsiod  quality^  though  ooodsional  pieces  were  observed  sligMy 
fisoCuninated  with  iron  p3nites.  It  ignites  easily,  burae  imb  a 
light  flsme^  and  leaves  only  a  sniaM  qoaatity  of  eartfay  residuMA. 
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The  coftl  on  Grindstone  oreek  it  a  continuation  of  the  ooal  on 
Coal  creek»  and  was  traced  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Grind- 
stone creekt  across  the  eastern  parts  of  section  three,  ten  and  elev- 
en, where  a  part  of  the  coal  had  but  a  thin  coveriog  of  soil,  mak« 
ing  a  distance  along  the  stream  of  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles. 
The  coal  here  consists  of  a  single  bed,  having  an  average  thick- 
ness of  eighteen  inches,  and  at  no  one  point,  exceeding  two  feet 
Other  beds  of  small  extent,  were  noticed  along  the  same  stream. 

In  the  north  bank  of  Grand  ri'trer,  in  town^ip  before  mention- 
ed, a  thin  bed  of  coal  oceors,  having  an  average  thickness  of 
time  inches,  and  not  exceeding  six  inches  at  anyone  point.  This 
coal,  which  is  also  embraced  in  a  succession  of  fissile  shale,  oon»- 
pact  and  friable  sandstone,  varying  from  ten  to  thirty-five  feet  in 
ttncJcness,  was  traced  across  section  two,  three,  ten,  eleven  and 
twelve,  where  in  consequence  of  its  being  covered  with  debris,  I 
was  unable  to  trace  it  farther. 

A  bed  of  bituminous  coal,  more  than  two  feet  thick,  of  a  supe- 
rior qnality,  in  town  four  north,  range  two  east,  occurs  in  the  bed 
and  bank  of  Cedar  river,  Ingham  county.  It  was  traced  along 
tfie  stream,  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  where,  in  consequence  of  its 
dipping  below  the  stream^  f  was  unable  to  trace  it  further.  This 
coal  is  overlayed  by  a  broken  down  sandstone  and  fissile  shale, 
varying  in  thickness,  from  five  to  ten  feet.  In  consequence  of  its 
appearance  io  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  the  friable  condition  of 
the  sandstone,  I  was  enabled  to  remove  several  bushels  of  coal, 
which  proved  to  be  bituminous  and  of  an  excellent  quality,  con- 
taining but  very  slight  traces  of  iron  pyrites.  It  is  compact,  has 
a  glossy  lustre,  ignites  easily,  bums  with  a  light  flame,  and  leaves 
oriy  a  small  quantity  of  earthy  residue. 

1  was  infornned  by  Mr.  Haden,  that  in  excavating  to  repair 
Mr-  IngersoPs  miH,oh  the  north  bank  of  Grand  river,  in  township 
fiwr  north,  range  Ihree  west,  coaF  wds  penetrated  upwards  of  a 
foot  Tlie  coal  has  a  covering  of  coarse  sand  and  pebbles,  twelve 
feet  thick.  Some  of  the  coal  was  examined,  which  proved  not 
inlerior  to  that  on  Grindstone  creek,  Eaton  county. 

I  may  here  be  allowed  to  express  my  obBgations  to  many  cen- 
demea,  for  the  information  which  they  have  rendered,  and  hos- 
filalitT  which  has  been  extended  to  me. 

COI4UMBUS  C.  DOUGLASS, 
A$mtdnt  Qeohgist. 

Detroit,  January  28, 1839. 
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(No.  5,) 
Report  of  Beta  HiMm^  Auukml  Qeohgiat. 
7b  Douglass  Houghton,  State  Geologist. 

Sib — In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  entrusting  to  mo 
th^  geological  supervision  of  the  counties  of  Wayne  and  Moaroei» 
I  completed,  late  in  the  season,  a  detailed  examination  of  those  dis- 
tricts* the  most  prominent  results  of  which  are  now  submitted. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  thai  as  the  annual  reports  are  de* 
Bigned  to  embrace  only  subjects  of  immediate  utility,  coosidera- 
tions  of  a  theoretical  nature  have  been  avoided. 

Collections  as  extensive  as  was  practicable*  and  which  illus- 
Irate  the  subjects  treated  in  the  report,  are  deposited  in  the  cabi- 
nets attached  to  this  department. 

In  the  furtherance  of  your  plans,  much  attention  has  also  beee 
bestowed  towards  a  correction  of  the  minute  topography  of  the 
country  ;  a  task  rendered  peculiarly  difficult  in  the  older  countiei^ 
on  account  of  the  imperfections  of  the  originai  surveys.  It  is 
however  believed,  that  sufficient  accuracy  aiKl  completeness  have 
be^  attained  to  furnish  greatly  improved  maps  of  this  section  of 
our  state. 

•  WAYNE  CQUNtT. 

Topographical  Features. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  Wayne  county  is  included  within  that  por- 
tion of  the  peninsula,  constituting,  its  eastern  border,  in  which  no 
considerable  prominences  occur,  and  tiie  descent  to  the  coast  is 
gradual  and  uniform.  In  this  county,  consequently,  if  we  except 
the  township  in  its  northwest  corner,  the  general  level  is  varied 
only  by  gentle  undulations  or  isolated  sand  ridges,  forming  no 
continuous  ranges,  and  seldon)  exceeding  the  relative  height  of  20 
feet 

The  greatest  elevation  of  coast  from  Milk  river  poii^t  on  the 
St.  Clair,  down  to  the  Rouge,  is  about  20  feet ;  from  the  Rouge 
to  the  mouth  of  the  straits,  10  feet. 

Along  the  whole  eastern  border  of  the  county,  the  ahitude  at- 
tained at  distance  of  six  miles  from  tlie  coast,  varies  but  little 
from  33  to  36  feet«  At  a  singly  point  only,  in  the  vicinity  of  De- 
troit, it  attains  to  45  feet  above  the  river ;  the  general  level  of  the 
table  land  at  this  place  being  about  26  feet 

A  portion  of  this  belt,  three  miles  in  width,  extending  through 
the  towns  of  Hamtramck,  Greenfield  and  Springwells,  falls  from 
the  general  level  and  is  proportionately  wet  Below  the  Rouffe 
this  belt  becomes  intersected  by  wet  prairies,  extending  over  the 
west  half  of  Ecorce  to  the  Huron  river* 

Throughout  that  portion  of  the  county  comprised  in  the  bdt 
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abdfe  mttitioiifld^  the  ttrttuns  flow  with  but  moderate  cunent; 
have  geoerally  deep  cbonnelt,  and  frequently  spread  into  bixiad 
marska  near  their  embouchore»  and  even  in  high  stages  of  the 
water,  to  the  distance  of  several  miles  inland*  These  borders  of 
marsh  alluvion  are  Frequently  many  acres  in  extent ;  as  at  Grand 
Marais  of  Lake  8t  Clair ;  on  the  Rouge,  Eooree,  Brownalown 
and  Huron  rivers. 

Beyond  the  belt  above  described  the  land  rises  more  rapkiiy, 
attaining  at  the  western  line  of  the  county  to  about  140  feet  above 
the  straits.  The  streams  are  rapid  and  furnish  abundant  water 
power* 

Two  thirds  of  the  county  are  flat^  heavily  timbered  lands,  pro* 
dueing  a  stout  growth  of  oak,  elm,  white  wood,  maple,  beech,  lymv 
(bass,)  ash,  hickory,  butternut,  black  walnut,  &c.  Chesnut  is 
round  on  sandy  ridges  in  the  towns  of  Dearborn  and  Van  Buren. 
The  remaining  third  is  undulating  oak  openings,  or  plains  inter* 
ijpersed  with  wet,  grassy  prairies ;  the  latter  c^inmg  a  proper* 
lion  of  about  ooe-mth.  The  proportion  of  actual  swamp  is  smaH, 
and  probably  little  or  none  exists  that  may  not  be  reclaimed  by  a 
OQwrse  of  drainage  properly  conducted. 

SoUt  and  AgricuUurai  Character. 

Clay  and  sand  loams  constitute  the  sdls  of  the  timbered  land. 
These  occupy  nearly  equal  proportions  of  surface  and  often  alter- 
nate within  short  distances.  The  former  derives  its  character 
firom  a  bed  of  yellow  or  brown  friable  clay,  which  reposes  upon 
the  extensive  blue  clay  deposite  immediately  overlying  the  lime- 
rock. 

Clay  is  reached  throughout  the  portions  characterized  by  sandy 
soil,  at  a  depth  of  from  5  to  12  feet. 

The  upper  clay  has  an  average  thickness  of  5  feet.  The  low- 
er clay  is  of  a  variegated  blue  color,  gravelly,  and  intersected  by 
layers  or  strata  of  quicksand  and  gravel,  This  clay  sometimes 
approaches  the  surface,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit.  Its  average 
thickness  must  exceed  100  feet 

These  soils  are  excellently  adapted  to  agriculture.  Silex  en- 
ters largely  into  their  composition.  Both  clays  generally  contain 
a  large  portion  of  lime,*  which  adds  to  their  fertility.  The  con- 
tained gravel  assists  to  conduct  away  the  surface  waters  and  pre- 
pare the  ground  for  tillage,  while  the  retentive  powers  of  the  clay 
render  it  Tittle  liable  to  suffer  from  drought.  Thus,  while  the 
sand  loams  may  be  cultivated  to  wheat  and  other  grains,  the 

*  Aa  aDalyik  of  100  graiDf  of  tht  clays,  takw  at  random,  ibowad— 

Upper  Brown  Clay.    Lower  Bhw  day. 
Sand  and  aifioeoiUiiBattar,  51«50  87^ 

AlomiiM,  S9,95  53,30 

Carb.liiDe,  18,55  18,98 

OiUaiNo,     .  00  i,a» 
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gntior  portton  of  the  clay  kiyifl  is  oirtonil  meadkiw^  adaplMl  19 
gmriii^k  Its  Talae  for  thi»  parpose  k  b^^iiiniii^  to  be  andeiBlood^ 
aod  it  is  probable  that  were  its  tnerits  iairljr  tested  bj  a  syitem 
of  dairy  mrmiag,  it  would  prove  productive  of  a  profit  to  tbebo»' 
baodmaii,  second  to  none  in  the  state. 

The  sandy  oak  openings  and  plains  are  generally  productive. 
They  possess  the  advantage  of  being  easily  tiUed,  and  are  w<eil 
adapted  to  grain  and  root  crops.  Sotne  ^potixotm  produce  good 
wheat.    This  soil  contains  ooty  a  minute  proportion  of  lime. 

No  part  of  the  county  can  be  said  strictly  to  have  a  lifneMons 
soil.  The  great  limerock  formation  approaches  the  surboe  al 
several  points  in  Brownstown  aod  Monguagout  but  is  in  general 
too  deeply  covered  by  the  clays  lo  allow  it  to  characterine  a  lai^ 
extent  of  soil. 

In  the  town  of  Pljrmouth,  a  difierent  character  of  country  pro« 
vails  from  any  yet  (tescribed.  This  town  amt  part  of  the  twoad- 
joioing,  may  be  considered  as^  lying  without  the  border  portieo  of 
the  peninsula,  in  which  I  have  described  Wayne  county  as  inda* 
Add. 

This  township  presents  a  sonrfaoe  mere  roUmg,  aad  brd[ea  inlo 
frequent  ridges.  They  rise  often  from  60  to  80  feet  from  the 
plain,  with  a  steep  declivity,  and  having  no  apparent  uniform  di- 
rection. They  are  composed  of  gravel  associated  at  the  aurfiKe 
with  a  clay  loan).  For  the  production  of  wheat,  probably  thiaeoU 
is  not  excelled. 

The  boundary  between  the  land  of  this  character  and  the  more 
level  tract  which  constitutes  the  whole  remainder  of  the  county* 
is  strongly  marked  by  a  low  gravelly  ridge,  the  supposed  former 
stiore  of  the  lake.  Its  course  is  southwest  through  a  comer  of 
the  town  of  Livonia,  entering  Plymouth  between  sections  18  aod 
13v  passing  a  little  to  tlie  east  of  Plymouth  corners ;  thence  through 
section  33,  into  the  town  of  Canton,  which  it  leaver  on  sectioo  3ik 
As  but  a  small  portion  of  this  ridge  is  found  in  Wayne  coualy,  m 
particular -description  is  deferred  to  a  future  report. 

Boulders. 

No  part  of  the  county  can  be  denominated  stony.  Imbedded 
in  the  clays,  and  occasionally  found  grouped  upon  the  surface,  ara 
water- worn  boulders  or  fragments  of  the  primary  rocks.  A  spe- 
cies of  reddish  granite  predominates,  occurring  frequently  of  moro 
than  a  tpn  weight.  Boulders  are  found  in  great  numbeiB  in 
the  town  of  Plymouth,  a  large  proportion  being  of  fossiliferooe 
limerock.  Limestone  boulders  are  also  numerous  in  the  bed  of 
Huron  river,  sometimes  of  large  size.  Occasional  banks  of  cMle 
ttones  were  found  heaped  along  its  sides,  of  a  siae  suitable  for  pa- 
ving. 

An  interesting  locality  of  boulder  rocks  was  met  with  ai  Baw- 
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SQD'imfiHto^aofYaiiBuDeft.  Aoexci^vfttianiQthetiverhMkt 
bad  exposed  a  bed  of  limestone  and  clay-slate  rocks,  thickly  dei 
posited  near  the  wster's  edge,  to  the  depth  of  several  ieet.  The 
slates  were  often  o<  two  to  three  feet  diametei%  of  daik  oolor*  fit* 
sile,  and  containii^  iron  pyrites. 

Marshes  &t  Wet  PraMei 

Comprise  extensive  tracts;  they  are  of  gepetally  similar  cfaa- 
racter,  being  low  portions  of  the  sandy  openings  that  have  baea 
subject  to  an  overflow  of  water  for  a  sufficient  period  to  allow 
a  deposition  of  muck  or  peat  from  vegetable  decomposition*  This 
peat  supports  a  growth  of  wild  grass,  destined  t6  add  annually  to 
us  accumulation.  Thus  what  were  ponds^  become  by  this  pro* 
oess  extensive  beds  of  vegetable  soil,  varying  in  humidity  with 
the  seasoDBu  Iliese  beds  haye  a  depth  of  from  one  to  six  leet» 
and  upwards. 

'Indications  are  apparent  which  prove  that  very  many#  at  leastt 
of  these  peat  marshes  had  their  origin  in  the  labors  of  the  hntver, 
aided  by  the  natural  conforcpation  of  the  surface.  They  occupy 
gently  rolling  tracts,  in  which  ridges  of  sandy  **  openings'*  and  de- 
tached prominences  or  islands  of  the  same  are  intersected  by  long 
bands  of  marsh»  Nearly  all  the  streams  of  the  border  townships 
head  in  these  tracts,  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the  portions 
now  converted  into  marsli  might  have  been  flooded  by  the  ob- 
struction of  those  natural  channels. 

If  this  view  be  correct,  the  practicability  of  drainage  becomes 
at  ooce  established ;  and  such  conclusion  is  verified  by  actual  re* 
suits. 

The  followii^  comprise  the  principal  marshes  of  the  county ; 

About  fourteen  sections,  two-thirds  of  which  are  in  the  town  of 
Hamtramck  and  the  remaining  third  in  Oakland  county,  are  of 
the  character  above  described ;  but  not  more  than  one-half  this 
extent  is  actual  prairie.  This  yields  an  abundant  growth  of  wild 
hay.  The  marsh  is  now  in  the  progress  of  successful  draioi|gQ» 
A  thickness  of  fibrous  peat  is  disclosed,  averaging  four  feet,  auc* 
ceeded  by  a  subsoil  of  gray  sand*  nearly  free  from  aluminoua  and 
vemtable  matter. 

rrairie  of  similar  character  occurs  in  towns  of  Greeofieldt  fted* 
ferd  and  Royal  Oak. .  It  covers  8  sections,  one-half  of  which  is 
in  Oakland  county.  Comparatively  a  small  portion  consists  of  dry 
openings,  and  one  half  bears  a  dense  growth  of  small  tanuiracL 
Its  soil  varies  in  (jepth  from  three  to  six  feet,  and  is  in  many  pla<* 
ces  so  charged  with  water  as  to  be  tremulpus.  It  produces 
lai^  quantities  of  cranberries. 

Prairies  of  a  different  character  occur  iit  the  lower  part  of  the 
county,  over  a  surface  of  46  sections*  of  which  18  are  included  in 
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wwn  erf*  "Ecotae,  11  in  Browtistown,  7  in  lUmutai  ind  10  ia 
Hur<w. 

'Branches  of  the  Boorce  and  Brawostown  Greeks  mea»der  thi« 
trikii.  Thttse,  flowing  with  iinle  dosoent  through  line*  of  lerel 
prairie,  are  ramified  in  every  diredSony  and  form  anet  #ork  or 
connected  chain  of  ruarshet:  ovof  ^  whole  surface.  The  dry 
portions  consist  of  sandy  plains,  frequently  but  little  elevated 
a6t>Yc  the  sorrotinding  marshest  ahd  producing  a  scattered  j^owth 
«f  yellow  and  white  oaks.  They  somethne*  ^ssnme  the  form  of 
aidgesj  Pfhnth  continue  unbroken  for  tnany  rods,  and  without  uny 
ilnifcrnfr  direction.  The  marshy  portlonst  which  generatty  predo- 
minate, hare  a  soil  of  black  muck,  intermisred  with  sand  waAed 
ftom  the  adjoining  plams,  averagmg  3  to  8  feet  in  depth.  Tbii 
h  covered  by  a  few  inches  of  light,  fibrous  peat  Subsoil  h  tand* 
fo  a  ibw  instances  clay  was  found  approaching  th^  surfiice,  ted  it 
undoubtedly  underlies  at  no  great  depth. 

'  WiM  hay  is  cut  6n  these  marshes  hi  considerable  quantities. 
*   According  to  reports  of  the  Imiians,  beavers  disappeared  fltrni 
tUa  region  thirty  years  ago.    Their  numbers  previous  are  said  to 
have  l^en  incredible. 

^  Few  trmla  have  been  hiade  in  drainage*  A  rfiafKyw  ditch,  or 
^en  a  passage  cut  through  a  beaver  dam,  has  in  two  or  three  m^ 
atances  effected  great  hnprovement.  I  observed  vegetables  git>w« 
ing  upon  a  piece  thus  ditched,  and  it  is  said  that  wheat  aueceedi 
well. 

This  traiet  is  owned  mostly  by  *^  non-residents.^  Several  un- 
tenanted houses  gave  evidence  that  a  few  femilies  who  bad  com- 
menced a  settlement  have  deserted  to  more  favorite  spots.  Ditoh* 
ingliad  not  be^n  attempted.  The  expenw  of  this  kind  of  im- 
brov^ment  is  comparativelv  smaH,  and  t  do  not  donbt  thai  were 
Kss  thacif  half  the  ordinary  fabor  in  **  clearings'*  bestowed  upon  a 
txrar^  of  drainage,  these  hinds,  instead  of  their  present  tittle  eafi*- 
motion,  might  isoon  be  ac6ounted  amongst  the  nfKJst  fertile  in  tha 

In  the  southeast  qoarter  of  range  eight  east,  town  of  Harod» 
hftlarshes  oceopy,  it  is  supposed,  two-thirds  of  the  su^fece.  Tiiay 
hav^  a  peat  soil,  averaging  two  feet,  but  occasionally  much  deep- 
er and  incTined  to  bog.  Cranberries  grow  abundantly.  Brandi- 
«s  df  Swan  creek  meander  this  tt*act  in  such  manner  as  to  fadli- 
tate  drainage ;  and  the  comparatively  dry  character  of  a  larga 
portion  Win  render  thcf  cost  of  ditching  moderate. 
'  CrMlter  ifharshes  occur  in  the  county,  though  not  fnaqoertt^aad 
of  Kttie  general  account. 

*  DiKbfflinayunMlljr  b«  ciU,of3  feet  wide  by  2  deep,  ibr  ftom  two  to  fov 

))er  rod ;  perhape  leai.    The  main  ditchea  of  the  extenaite  marahea  In  HuttHUttofc, 
M  kr  Mge  CoAiBt  and  achari,  are  6  fiMt  l^  4,  tod  «M  91  pat  ML 
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Mt^arBoo/mmUi  ^  the  Siver  ^and  I4hu., 

Eitenthne  damage  had  been  oooatiooad  t^  the  unusual  beigbl 
of  tlie  lake  waters  during  several  past  seasons.  From  the  St 
Clair  to  Haron  river,  the  coast,  which  is  mostly  ftntvelly  blue 
dty,  with  ahematioQs  of  sand>  has  been  abraded  to  micb  an  ei» 
tent,  since  1885',  as  to  remove  the  entire  line  of  coast,  wliere  u» 
protected,  seveml  yards  to  the  westward.  Along  the  coast  ^ef 
Hamtramck,  above  Detroit,  scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  old  rivet 
road  reaMiosw  Near  Milk  river  point  the  waters  are  said  to  haws 
advanced  inland  150  feet  within  the  past  two  yeavft.  Below  De» 
troit  the  depredations  upon  the  coast  have  been  less  severe*  but  stiffi- 
tiantly  so  to  render  a  portkm  of  the  road  beiow  the  Ecoroe  uo^ 
•erviceabtef  and  deprive,  the  already  narrow  tnntpike  above  of 
several  yards  of  its  width.  AlDog  the  Qibrattar  froaty  at  the  loootb 
of  the  straits,  where  the  bank  is  from  0  to  10  feet  in  height,  the 
waters  have  advanced  10  feet  inland. 

This  abmskxi  of  the  coast  has  b^n  in  progress  not  coity  for  the 
past  two  or  three  seasons,  but  to  some  extent  through  thi^  ifbot» 
atkms  of  level  in  the  lakes  dwing  a  much  greater  term  ctf*  yeaim 
While  the  configuration  of  the  straits  preserves  the  Canada  staM 
Sn  a  great  degree  from  erosion  \sy  tb^  current,  its  whde.  fi)h&e  is 
Ifix  upon  die  western  eoast ;  a  much  greater  abrasion  ¥eingr|ffei> 
Tented  only  by  the  low  and  shelving  character  of  a  large  pofv 
lion.  J 

Prom  the  Mne  caase  the  marshes  bordering  the  shores  have 
been  greatly  extended.  Many  acres  of-  former  arable  laad,  both 
In  Wayne  iand  Mbitr6e,  <tre  mm  embraced  by  the  waters,  Nlim- 
bers  of  oreharifc,  the  growth  of  a  century,  have  become  a'Mdf 
ao  the  flood,  and  fan^iKes  of  the  old  French  inhabitants  are^draaaii 
Itrom  ho(nes  till  now  obcofiied  from  childhood,  -rhe  UniiedStaMa 
wad  fttMi  Detroit  to  Monroe  has  been  rendened  impassaMs  art  is 
kssthan  three  points,  and  the  tnvvel  foroed  intoolheritnd  ocntav^ 
fOMWfOtes.  ^      * 

Leaving  to  an  abler  pen  the  investigatioa  ef  the  causea  of  this 
unprecedented  rise,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice^  briefly,  iuch 
lemedies  as  have  been  tried>  or  may  be  proposed  to  cheek  lbe«l» 
Yastationa  ooeasioned'  by  it  Should  those  caosos  itontmoe  4p 
operate  in  maimaining  llie  present  elevatioa  oi  the  wateri;lks 
subject  will  become  of  vast  importanoe  to  the  tntoresis  of  this 
portion  of  our  slate»  fivery  fool  of  coast  now  sufered  to  wfaste 
aitay,  involves  a  \o%t  much  exceeding  that  already  sustainedi 
The  inconvenience  now  felt  from  the  &ninished  breadth  of:  the 
liver  road  betow  Detroit,  catts  for  one  >of  two  remedl^ ;  eilher 
the  roadside  most  be  protected  by  a  dook  along ceariy  its*  wMe 
extent,  or  a  new  and  broader  road  must  be  opetted  m  the  sear 
«inI  htywi  such  a  probable*  fcMura  ooatiagaiioy.    The  fotmer 
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method,  owing  to  its  expense,  will,  it  is  ^  presdmed,  never  be  re- 
sorted to  by  public  authority,  nor  by  individuals  to  much  eitent. 

Although  the  erection  of  docks  is  undoubtedly  the  only  perma- 
nent protection,  more  simple  remedies  may  to  some  extent  prove 
of  avail.  Quantities  of  brush,  strewed  thickly  along  the  exposed 
bank,  afford  a  considerable  protection  against  the  direct  force  (d 
the  waves,  and  also  aid,  by  the  retention  of  the  sand  and  gravel 
brought  up,  to  form  a  beach  along  its  foot.  A  heavy  log  or  fallen 
tree,  placed  at  right  angles  to  the  shore,  serves  to  accomulate  a 
beach,  and  thus  oiften  am>rds  protection. 

These  remedies  are  not  invariably  successful ;  but  they  are 
easily  attainable,  involve  but  small  expense,  and  will  be  properly 
estifnated  if  they  tend  to  preserve  even  a  small  portioD  w  the 
wealth  of  the  landholder  from  the  devouring  wave^ 

Clay. 

Cby  suitable  for  bricks  and  pottery,  is  found  at  numerous  pla- 
ces in  the  county,  though  the  value  of  much  of  it  is  deteriorated 
by  the  presence  of  lime.  The  manofiMstare  of  bricks  is  cooducled 
at  several  points* 

At  Springwells  a  brick  }^Ai  has  been  established  for  several 
yeanu  The  olay  used  is  from  the  blue  day  deposite,  and  is  tole- 
laUy  free  from  grit.  The  sand  u  taken  from  a  cap  or  hill  lying 
above  the  clay,  with  strata  of  gravel  interposed.  The  bricks  find 
a  market  at  Detroit.  About  500,aoaBre  noanufaotuied  annually, 
worth  95  00  per  thousand. 

A  superior  clay  for  brick  is  found  in.  the  banks  of  the  valley  of 
Ibe  RoMge,  and  several  kihs  are  established  in  the  towns  of  Spring 
weUs  and  Ecorce.  At  a  yard  belonging  to  Mr.  AUal  Wood,  on 
Ihe  south  side  of  the  river,  (farm  No.  661,)  the  clay  employed  is 
«f  a  light  blue  color,  free  from  grit  It  improves  with  the  exqar 
vtttion.  At  depth  ol  six  feet,  I  observed  it  of  a  lighter  xx^, 
sometimes  veined  with  white.  About  900,000  bricks  were  «»- 
irafactured  this  season. 

,  At  a  yard  of  Mr.  Wood,  on  the  opposite  side,  about  the  same 
number  have  been  made.  This  yard  has  been  established  three 
years.  The  blue  clay  is  used,  and  is  said  not  to  improve  with  the 
sbptb.  The  overlying  yellow  day  is  considered  inferior.  A  cap 
ef  sand  overlies,  of  2  to  4  feet 

'  Two  adjoining  brick  yards  have  manu&ctured  about  the  seme 
number  each ;— an  amount  this  season  less  than  usual,  on  account 
•f  the  prevailing  siekness. 

-  A  fine  blue  clay  appears  near  the  river  bank  at  Fiat  Rock, 
6om  which  brick  is  made.  Its  quality  is  said  to  be  impaired  try 
Imt.    About  600,000  have  been  burned 

At  Morris",  three  miles  above  Mt  Pleasant^  a  briok  yani  is 
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eommeDced — chy  said  to  be  of  good  quality^  The  yard  ^  on 
the  summit  land  adjoining  the  river,  at  a  height  of  50  feet 

Two  yords  are  established  on  the  middle  branch  of  the  Rouge, 
in  the  town  of  Nankin.  At  Wilkinson's,  nearSchwarzburg,  clay 
appears  in  a  stratum  runnit^  along  the  bank^  and  is  here  two  and 
a  half  feet  thick.  Pcnrtions  contain  too  much  lime  to  be  used  with 
advantage.  Good  bricks  are  manufactured  cf  the  clay  taken  from 
the  river  bottoms,  at  Swift^s,  section  1 1. 

A  bed  of  clay  occurs  m  town  of  Plymouth,  section  four,  ftons 
whicd  bricks,  and  earthem  ware  are  manufactured.  It  conaistB 
of  strata  of  the  bine  and  yellow  varieties,  underlying  probably  8 
acres,  with  an  average  thickness  of  4  feet.  A  cap  of  sand,  oif  2 
feet  thickness,  overlying,  .is  used  in  the  nMinufacture.    Sand  and 

(gravel  underlie  the  bedof  clay,  which  are  unfit  for  use  from  the 
ime  contained.  The  bricks  are  of  good  quality ;  100,000  were 
made  this  season,  worth  95  00  per  thousanid.  The  pottery  ware 
receives  a  good  glaze,  and  is  durable. 

A  bed  of  clay  exists  west  of  Plymouth  comers,  section  27.  It 
is  supposed  to  cover  80  acres.  Cfonsiderable  Ume  is  comained ; 
500,000  bricks  are  made  from  it  each  season. 

A  bedof  fine  blue  clay  exists  on  section  11.  The  above  were 
the  oAljr  deposttes  observed  in  this  township. 

Blue  clay  appears  at  the  surface  in  the  town  of  .Canton,  which 
i»  firee  from  lime. 

In  the  town  of  Huron  a  fine  blue  clay  underlies  the  low  lands 
bcMxIering  Swan  creek,  at  small  depth,  and  frequently  cooes  to 
ihesurfiice. 

The  blue  and  yellow  clays  make  their  appearance  at  avery 
Muff  along  the  Huron*  They  are  in  general  very  marly  and 
seldom  free  from  griL  A  kiln  was  erected  in  a  ravine  of  Woods' 
creek,  section  99,  Van  Buren,  but  the  clay  proved  so  cakardous 
that  the  works  were  abandoned. 

lAmerock. 

The  great  limerock  formation,  upon  which  the  clay  deposites 
of  the  coQoty  rest,  makes  an  auUcrop^  or  appearance  at  the  sur- 
fiMse,  through  the  towoshipe  of  Monguagon  and  Browjistown.  It 
forms  the  bed  of  ^  strait  near  its  mouth,  as  well  as  a  foundation 
to  the  islands. 

The  most  easterly  point  at*which  the  rock  appears  above  the 
level  of  the  water,  is  at  Stony  island.  This  is  wholly  constituted 
of  the  rocky  covered  by  onl^  a  few  inches  of  soil.  Limerock  was 
formerly  ouarried  upon  this  island,  as  is  testified  by  numerous 
pits,  but  the  firaotured  sur&ce  stone  only  appears  to  have  been 
reflMved  These  fragmentary  blocks  seldcoi  exceed  a  foot  dui- 
meter,  are  of  a  whitecc^or,  compact,  and  afford  good  lime*    The 
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Uaad  is  bat  litde  abore  bighwater  tofol,  tsd  the  piu  ai«  oufw 
flooded. 

Quarries  have  been  opened  at  the  lower  end  of  Grossa  ble. 
The  rock  makes  its  appearance  in  a  slij^btly  elevated  ridge^  mi 
some  distance  from  (he  shore.  Trenches  are  opened  for  quarry- 
infi[  in  no  place  more  than  5  fe^t  deep*  The  upper  layers  are  of 
a  Tew  inches  tiuokness^  removable  in  irregular  pieces  of  awe 
suitable  for  rough  buildii^.  One  of  the  trenches  exposes. a  stra« 
torn  of  8  feet  thickness,  for  the  distance  of  300  (bet  This  stra- 
tum IS  compact  and  may  be  broken  out  in  nearly  square  mssoeib 

Sulphate  vf  strontian«  in  lai^  ohrystals,  is  abuEidani  in  the  up* 
per  layers.     No  fossils  were  d^oovered* 

In  seotion  seven,  of  Moi^agon,  is  a  protrusion  of  the  rock  in  a 
ftdge,  occup)rifig  a  surface  of  a  df>ten  acres»-  Quarries  have 
be^  extensively  worked,  chiefly  for  lime.  The  rock  is  in  a  strata 
ef  bom  6  to  10  inches  thickness^  of  gray  color,  ehrystatlioe,  and 
eminently  fossiliferous.  The  quarries  have  extended  to  the  depth 
of  6  feet.  The  color  of  the  stone  deepens  into  bbie,  and  its  hard- 
ness increases  with  the  depth.  Caleaieotts  spar  is  oootained  k) 
chrystals,  lining  smMgeoHeB  and  fissuces.  Thin  lajrers  of indors- 
ted  bituminous  matter,  approaching  coal,  are  containod  between 
some  of  the  strata.  The  largest  masses  of  stone  observed  (o 
be  quarried  in  good  condition,  were  tvro  feet  in  length  by  about 
eighteen  inches  wide.  Whether  larger  slabs  might  not  be 
oteained  by  proper  care,  I  was  imable  to  leaili.  It  is  folly  equal 
in  beauty  to  the  mudi  admired  buildio/f  material  btpught  from 
Ohio,  but  its  superior  hardness  renders  the  dressing  and  polish 
mtteh  more  expensive. 

From  0,000  to  12,000  bushels  of  lime  are  maoufilcUmd  SMlft- 
ally  at  this  quarry. 

Limerook  makes  its  appearaoee  in  Bmwnstowtt  croek^on^  and 
a  half  miles  west  from  Gibraltar,  and  has  been  med  to  a  very 
limited  extent  for  domestic-purposes. 

Rock  is  said  to  appear  at  the  Water's  edge  on  the  lower  end  of 
Celeron  island. 

Limefock  forms  the  laptds  in  the  Huron  at  Flat  Ropk.  It  a|^ 
pears  in  a  smoothf  almost  onbroken  bed*  for  the  distanoaof  forty 
rods,  forming  a  foundation  to  the  dam  above,  and  disippesrinc  ia 
deep  water  below  the  mills.  The  rock  is  of  dark  gray  oolei; 
occasionally  porons.    A  spectmea  oentained  homstone. 

Rock  was  also  oecasionallv  found  forming  the  bed  of  the  cbasK 
mA  from  Flat  Rock  till  witfain  two  miles  of  Mt  Pleasant,  and 
large  tabular  masses,  but  little  worn,  appeaf^cd  even  farther  tip, 
proving  the  extstenoe  of  rock  m  phee  at  ik>  great  distanosw 

A  very  sfeht  generai^  dip  in  the  Kmeroefcof  tha  county,  MXth- 
westeriy,  is  d^mble. 
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.:  .  Marl  ■ 

'  The  only  deposites  of  shell  marl  known  to  exist  in  this  county 
in  sufficient  qunntity  for  economical  purposes,  are  in  the  town  of 
Plymouth.  .  The  following  deserve  notice ;  , 

'  On  section  22,  (at  Deacon  Purdy^s,)  is  a  small  deposite,  which 
occupies  two^thirds  of  an  acre.  As  other  beds  occur  in  the  town* 
ship  of  similar  or^in,  it  may  be  advisable  to  notice  the  circum- 
stances of  its  formation.  Upon  h  gentle  slope  a  protuberant  bog 
has  formed,  which  is  wet  and  slightly  tremulous.  It  consists  of 
peat,  or  vegetable  matter,  having  a  depth  of  about  3  feet.  Below 
this  is  found  the  marl,  which  has  here  a  thickness  of  from  one  ^o 
ihree  feet.  It  is  a  plastic  substance  of  a  milky  gray  color,  per- 
forated by  roots,  and  may  be  cut  out  in  masses  like  clay.  The 
presence  of  lime  is  indicated  at  the  surface  by  a  calcareous  depo^ 
site  upon  moss. 

Beds  thus  formed  originate  chiefly  in  deposition  from  water  of 
springs  highly  charged  with  lime ;  circumstances  under  which 
tufa,  or  indurated  ueposites  of  lime,  usually  occur.  Lime  is  f^* 
vorable  to  the  formation  of  shells»  which  are  generally  associated 
in  abundance,  but  do  not  constitute  the  bed  as  when  it  occupies 
the  former  bottom  of  a  lake.  Several  species  of  the  genius  Helix 
(snails)  are  most  numerous,  with  J^vmnea,  Planorbis,  &c. 

As  the  producing  causes  are  still  in  Operation,  marl  existing 
under  these  circumstances  may  be  supposed  still  in  progress  ^ 
formation. 

Eight  hundred  bushels  of  lime  have  been  manufactured  at  this 
bed.    Much  of  it  beautifully  white  and  of  good  quality. 

The  marl  furnishing  this  number  of  bushels  was  taken  from  an 
area  of  three  sauare  rods.  Should  the  deposite  cover  but  half  an 
acre,  with  the  depth  of  a  foot,  (a  low  estimate,)  the  amount  of  lime 
It  18  capable  of  furnishing  would  be  21,333  bushels.  Five  hun^^ 
dred  bushels  of  the  lime  cost  In  the  digging  and  manufacture  57 
days*  labor.  Reckoning  these  as  so  many  dollars,  and  the  lime 
at  two  shillings  per  bushel,  (average  pnce^  there  will  appear  a 
profit  of  more  than  one  half  the  price  brought  by  the  article. 

On  the  farm  of  Caleb  Herrington,  Esq.  sections  5  and  8,  a  very 
extensive  deposite  was  exposed  in  digging  a  drain  to  remove  the 
water  from  a  tamarac  swamp.  At  several  places  a  pole  was 
thrust  into  the  bed»  without  passing  through,  to  the  'depth  of  six 
&et.  From  the  indications  apparent  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
entire  area  of  the  swamp  (30  acres)  is  underlayed  by  the  marL 
It  is  compact,  heavy  and  plastic.  This  marl  is  well  adapted  to 
the  manufacture  of  lime,  but  has  not  yet  been  applied  to  that 
purpose. 

On  land  of  Syl vanus  Taft,  section  4,  is  k  bed  of  an  acre  or  more 
ID  extent,  with  an  average  thickness  of  two  feet    It  is  compact 
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and  of  good  quality.  No  lime  has  been  manafiietuied,  bat  nmeh 
of  it  used  in  its  Natural  state,  by  the  neighbors^  for  plastering  and 
whitewashiogy  is  said  to  have  fully  answered  the  purposes  of 
kilnbumt  lime. 

other  indications  of  marl  occur  throu^  the  town- 
[  is  said  to  exist  on  section  27.    Also  on  farms  of  Mr« 
others,  probably  to  a  small  extent, 
id  was  found  on  land  of  Wm.  Yerkus»  section  3. 
surface  of  a  knoll  at  Waterford,  a  considerable  quan« 
pulverized  marl  was  observed, 
m  of  Pitz  Tafty  on  the  base  line,  within  the  boundary 
;ounty,  is  a  deposite  which  may  be  noticed  in  this 
It  covers  two  acres,  with  an  average  depth  of  six 
L  tufaceous  shell  marl,  in  coarse  particles,  with  a 
tufa  underlying,  and  occurs  under  circumstances 
similar  to  those  of  the  deposite  on  section  22,  first  noticed. 

Ten  square  rods  have  been  excavated,  out  of  which  wero 
manufactured  3,000  bushels  of  lime  of  good  quality.  It  sells  at 
three  shilllDgs  per  bushel. 

Assuming  the  above  proportion,  the  quantity  of  marl  may  be 
estimated  at  31,680  cubic  feet.  The  amount  of  lime  which  the 
bed  is  capable  of  furnishing,  at  96,000  bushels. 

Mai  If  ip  small  quantity,  has  also  been  found  in  town  of  Canton, 
flection  9. 

No  experiments  have  been  made  in  the  employment  of  marl  as 
a  manure,  in  this  county,  nor,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  elsewhere 
in  the  state.  This  is  somewhat  a  matter  of  surprise,  since  triab 
pf  plaster  (gypsum)  and  quick  lime  are  acknowledged  to  have 
produced  extraordinary  results.  It  is,  however,  scarcely  known 
to  our  farmers  that  marl,  ot  bog  lime,  may  be  used  with  equal 
profit,  while  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  obtained  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate.  It  deserves  to  te  made  the  subject  of  immediate 
and  ample  experiment,  particularly  upon  sandy  soils,  and  those 
which  are  found  to  contain  but  smafi  proportion  of  that  essential 
ingredient,  lime.  This  is  often  the  case  with  the  lands  in  the 
irpmediate  vicinity  of  the  marl  beds. 

PeaL 

ion,  is  found  in  considerable  bodies  in 
ing  the  marl,  and  in  the  marshes  or 
Hamtramck,  Ecorce,  Brownstown  and 
osites  have  been  already  noticed  under 

of  peat  found  in  this  county  belongs  to 
being  a  mere  mass  of  spongy  fibres  of 
)mposed  and  elastic  to  the  tread.  A 
ohagnous^  or  peat  mossf  variety^    Corn- 
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I— aiifelf  Itfle  it  «»fnpsd»  or  in  t  state  iMak  wttiS  Hadn  itofi 
RMKb  val  uc  fiir  fiieL 

A  bed  in  the  Urrmracawamp  on  seetions  (^  and  8^  Plyinoatht. 
to  the  depth  of  five  foeV  was  leund  to  consist  chieflf  of  the  ieind 
denominated  ligneous.  It  disclosed  a  half  decomposed  miiSAoC 
tamamc  bgs,  with  moss,  roots^  6tc  At  depth  of  ssvmd  ftet,  I 
found  entire  stumps,  trunks  and  limbs  of  a  ibrmef  aro^fHh  of 
timber,  retaining  their  form,  but  so  soft  as  to  yield  readily  to  the 
tpada 

The  body  of  fibrous  peat  whkh  compoees  the  marshee  in  Hakn- 
tTMtockr  ioehides  abbot  l^MO  acresi  with  «n  arerag*  depii^  ci 
four  feet 

The  adjojniog  marsh,  in  Gfeenfietd  and  Roj'at  Oak^  camprisaB 
about  8,000  acres  of  this  deposite,  with  the  same  average  depths 
Probably  a  portion  of  this  peal  is  of  Ugneous  ori^ 

From  3,000  to  4.000  acres  of  fibrous  peat,  with  average  depdi 
of  two  feet,  are  ooolaitied  b  the  martfies  of  West  Huron. 

Of  the  other  smalls  flepositesof  peat  noticed  under  marshasy  oo 
estimate  oould  be  aaada 

None  of  these  beds  of  peat  have  yet  been  esteemed  of imfmr^ 
taocetti  an  article  either  of  fuel  oc  manora  The  wanfts  of  am 
population  do  not  deaMad  any  presoni  consideration  of  its  Tafaaa 
for  the  former  purpose.  But  in  the  latter  capacity,  it  wiU:  ba 
fiyuad  serviceable  aad  cbeap^  and  it  is  desirable  that  fair  triaid  of 
It  ha  made.  It  may  not  prove  sofficieiitly  decomposed  for  tba 
purpoae  uati)  mixed  in  the  compost  heap*  and  consolidated  bjtiw 
appiicaiioo  of  owHi  lime.  This  dispos:  tan  of  it  mi^iht'  be  .iidde 
with  peeuisair  facility  where  it  tccun^  as  in  Plymoutfi,  iniposail 
upon  beds  of  nnarh 

Bog  Iron. 

Depesitesof  bo|^  ore  occur  ia  liouted  qtiantities  at  m*iielt>us 
places ;  their  origm  being  apparent  in  the  presence  of  highly  iea* 
ruffiaous  soils^ 

la  the  township  of  Greenfield,,  depesites  of  ore  occupy  &.GDnsii» 
derable  extent,  chiefly  oo  sections  four  and  tiiae,  where  I  trioeil 
it  at  intervals  over  an  area  of  one  half  a  square  mile.  It  follows 
mainly  the  course  of  two  brooks  d'snharging  into  a  large  tama- 
rac  marsti,  on  section  ten,  aod  embraces  the  iatervemng  asb 
awaleSb  It  ia  distriboted  over  this  area  in*  beds  ef  a  few  yards 
wide  and  irregular  petohes«  The  depnsiie  eoosists  of  an  eoccaaj4 
imglij  aompact  bed  of  a  foot  tMohnesa.  which  is  broken  oat  ifi>  large 
masses,  and  it  is  laostly  of  inferior  quaifty*  beug  what  iateobos* 
ca|ly  known  as  an  old  ore.  This  is  succeeded  by  from  two  to  six 
inches  of  the  variety  called  shot  ore^  which  is  apparently  rich. 
The  covering  of  soil  is  from  a  few  iacbes  to  twofset  ia  tfcieiuiasi,r 
TUsiabjiferlhttfaafBat  dsposile^ia  ihamiaity.  Tima^w^aM^ 
60 
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not  permit  a  very  toeorate  analysifl  of  the  ores  of  thfa  ccatilji 
bat  a  more  detailed  account  of  their  coinposilion  may  be  expect 
edy  at  a  future  period,  in  treating  of  the  other  ores  of  the  state. 
One  hundred  grams,  however,  subjected  to  a  rough  aoaiysify 
gave, 

Siliceous  and  aluminous  matter^  90.50 

Per*oxid  of  iron,  78.50 


100.00 

lo  township  of  Livonia,  secti6n  twenty-eight,  bog  iron  occurs 
in  a  low,  wet  swale,  which  serves  as  the  outlet  to  a  series  of  small 
marshes.  The  bed  follows  the  lowest  portion  of  the  swale  for 
about  half  a  mile,  with  a  width  varying  from  two  to  four  rods, 
and  a  thickness  of  six  to  eighteen  inches.  It  consists  mainly  of  a 
bright  colored  jftoC  are.  Peaty  muck  overlies,  of  two  feet  ave* 
rage  depth. 

Estimating  the  average  thickness  of  the  deposite  at  one  fool, 
and  its  width  three  rods,  will  show  a  proximate  result  of  130,000 
square  feet  of  the  ore.  From  the  position  of  ihe  low  grounds  fol- 
lowii^  the  course  of  the  oatlet»  U  is  not  improbable  that  other  dep(v 
sites  of  this  mineral  may  be  fotind  below.  The  ore  is  a  very  rich 
one,  and  is  well  deserving  a  more  extended  investigation  by  the 
proprietor. 

In  township  of  West  Huron,  section  twenty,  is  a  small  deposite* 
occupying  an  area  of  thirty  rods  long,  by  one  wide.  It  forms  a 
compact  body  six  to  ten  inches  in  thickness,  mostly  *Sietkd  ore." 
'  On  section  twenty-one,  a  narrow  deposite  of  bog  ore  occupies 
ifae  bed  of  a  small  run  connecting  marshes.  It  is  similar  to  tlw 
above,  and  of  small  extent. 

Other  indications  of  ore  occur  in  this  township ;  probably  of  but 
little  account 

Much  of  the  soil  of  the  township  of  Plymouth  is  found  charged 
with  iron. 

-  Strong  indications  also  exist  in  the  towns  of  Canton  and  Nan- 
kin, among  the  wet  prairies  of  Ecorce  and  along  the  bottoms  of 
tfie  Huron,  in  the  township  of  Van  Buren. 

Chafybeaie  S^ringM 
eocor  in  several  of  the  above  townships. 
^  One  in  Canton,  section  5.  has  formed  a  considerable  moond  by 
deposite  of  calcareous  matter  from  the  water, 
'  A  spring,  moch  impregnated  with  iron,  issues  from  the  rivwr 
bank,  near  Rawsoo*s  mills,  town  of  Van  Buren* 

Sulphur  Springs 
of  considerable  strength,  occur,  but  are  not  numerous. 
.  A  very  large  one  rises  in  the  bottom  of  tbe  Huvoiv  in  the  Wy- 
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ttodot  reyarve.    it  oampiesa  bdlowc^an  obloqgsh8pe»SOOleot 
by  150;     The  water  depositet  thin  films  of  sal  pimr. 

Id  towD  of  £ccirce,  section  22,  is  a  spring  very  strongly  im- 
pregnated. It  occupies  a  basin  of  100  fuet  diameter.  This 
iprin^,  with  the  oneabove  mentioned,  probably  exceeds  in  strength 
any  odiers  in  the  state.  They  are  favorite  resorts  ibr  domestic 
cattle*  as  well  as  for  deer  and  pigeoos. 

On  section  20,  town  of  Dearborn,  several  sulphur  springs  issue 
copiously  from  the  bank  of  the  Rouge.  Their  waters  also  coo- 
IMD  iron,  which  imparts  an  inky  color  to  surrounding  surfacai, 
by  combination  with  the  characteristic  acid  of  their  vegetable  pcnr- 
tions. 

A  spring  of  considerable  strength  issues  from  the  bank  of  the 
Huron  a  mile  below  Flat  R<xsk. 

.  On  section  29,  Brownstown,  a  spring,  stronjgly  impregnated, 
rises  in  the  edge  of  a  tamarac  marsh,  forming  a  hrge  basis.  The 
stream  issuing  is  sufficiently  fairge  to  overspread  a  considerable 
tract     lodicatbns  of  salt  and  Irnie  were  present 

Strong  sulphur  springs  abound  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
marshes  around  Gibraltar.  Their  vicinity  is  strongly  col<H*ed  by 
a  milkwhite  precipitate. 

The  source  of  tiiese  springs  is  noticed  under  the  geology  of 
Momroe  county. 

Brine  Springs. 

Springs  of  brackish  water  are  found  occasionally  through  the 
fiorthem  and  western  townships;  but  their  position  in  regard  ^o 
ibe  true  saline  district  of  the  state,  would  prf»bably  not  warrant 
the  expectation  of  profit  resulting  from  them  in  the  manufacture 
^salt 

Several  ''licks"  were  visited  in  the  t^wns  of  Springwells,  Red* 
ford.  Canton  and  Nankin ;  but  they  contain,  mostly,  the  salts  of 
lime. 

A  spring,  impregnated  with  saline  matter,  rises  on  the  bank  of 
the  Rouge»  in  town  of  Redford,  section  27.  The  discharge  from 
it  is  about  60  gaUons  per  hour. 

In  an  early  state  of  the  country,  salt  was  manufactured  here 
by  the  Indian  and  French  settlers.  A  hollow  gum  was  sunk, 
which  has  long  since  rotted  away.  Furnaces  were  constructed 
of  brick.  An  attempt  was  made  a  few  years  ago.  at  consideraUe 
expense,  to  revive  the  manufacture.  The  result  was  the  mantt- 
-fisctoreof  a  small  amount  half  a  bushel  of  which  was  sold  in  De- 
troit as  table  salt.  Sickness  occasioned  discontinuance  of  opera- 
tions, which  the  diminished  price  of  salt  has  since  rendered  un* 
profitable. 

In  town  of  Nankinr  section  11,  springs  occur,  at  one  of  which 
Si  weU  is  now  sinkii^  preparatory  to  an  attempt  at  salt  manufitc- 
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tuna.  Tiie  axoavatton  hat  proonded  eight  feflC»  b«if  frolMiy 
by  a  strong  curb  of  wood.  I  was  uiiimned  bjr  the  propletiv 
iMt  aooniinary  paiJ  (oil  of  Ihebrioe  fHroduced  a  giU  ofaalioe  re- 
«daum» 

Aa  analjrats  of  100  cubic  indiea  of  water  from  this  aprit^*  Auv 
Dished  in  the  first  annual  report  of  the  State  Geokgist#  shewed 
38.47  grains  of  muriate  of  soda,  (common  salt,)  conbined  with 
IDurialeaf  ikneand  other  matters.  This  result  ednbits  a  slreiicth 
•e^ual  to  only  one-fourth  that  of  the  brine  springs  at  Grand  Rapids^ 
and  less  than  one-tenth  that  of  the  sfHrii^  of  the  TttlahawasBB» 
tfae  points  at  which  operations  are  commenced  for  the  stale  salt 
manufacture. 

*-  In  regard  to  the  conduction  of  operations  by  individual  enter- 
prise, we  would  refer  to  the  whole  subject  of  brine  sprii^  as  pr» 
seated  in  that  report.  It  may  thus  be  seen  under  what  ceadi- 
tions  only  certain  reliaaoe  can  be  had  of  ultimate  success;  aor 
should  it  appear  surprising  that  expectatiuost  not  the  resoh  of  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  subject,  may  end  in  disappoint 
menu 

Water^  Wdls  and  Springs. 

The  county  may  be  considered  as  in  general,  well  wateredi  by 
streams  discharging  into  (he  straits  at  intervals  of  a  few  mjlea. 
Their  waters,  like  that  of  the  lakes,  are  9oft.  The  River  Huron 
alone  lorms  an  exception,  which  passing  over  limerock  and  through 
mariy  clays,  booomes  hard,  or  charged  with  lime. 

The  early  French  settlers  dug  no  welk  Tfaay  clustered  abom 
the  atreaois,  and  partook  from  those  natural  fouotaioiL  The  aur*- 
ftce  waters  thus  in  most  cases  obtained,  aad  from  streaaos  ofiaa 
winding  sluggishly  along  low  and  marshy  banks,  afibrdod  bat  asi 
indifierent  j^verage. 

Numerous  wells  have  sinoe  been  suak»  aad  with  varioos  9U> 
cess.  The  thick  bed  of  blue  clay  which  underlies  the  county  al 
small  average  depth,  thou;;^  charged  with  gravek  is  not  auflicient- 
]y  pervious  to  admit  the  peroclation  of  large  underground  sireama. 
For  this  reason  springs  do  not  abouml,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
water  of  wells  is  a  mere  drainage  from  the  surface.  Some  spriags, 
however,  exist  in  the  clay  district,  as  on  the  Bloody  mo*  Thejr 
are  aiore  frequent  and  copious  beneath  the  .oaps  of  sand  and 
through  the  openings,  as  at  Springwells,  (La  belle  Fontaine  of  tha 
French,)  Mt.  Fleasaat,  dec.  on  the  Huroal 

Bat,  thoi^  the  obtaining  of  water  from  living  springs  thrai^;k> 
eitt  the  day  district,  is  thus  in  a  degree  rendered  uaoertaia,eaoah 
vationsfor  water  have  been  generally  successfuL  OoeasiuaaUy 
copious  streams  are  opened,  discharged  through  teams  of  giavm 
ind  sahd.  Usually  water  percolates  sbwJy  through  a  geavelly 
<£  the  clay,  and  is  iweetand  pun,  and  inautteiaat iiaao^ 
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tiff  <ir  ordhuiiy  porfxitet.    WdMiggera  assert  IhaC  such  a  seaai 
^frntveU  at  <fepth  of  twenty  feet,  is  Tery  general. 

Ttiese  experiments  determine :  first,  that  a  reasonable  pros^ 
pact  exists  of  obtaining  good  water  by  digging ;  seoondly,  tliat  a 
nary  deep  excavation  cannot  be  recommended* 

WeUs  of  from  fire  to  twenty  feet«  frequently  afford  an  abtin* 
4buit  siJ^y,  risinff  from  below :  while  excavations  in  the  same 
neighborhood  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet^  throc^  a  hard» 
dry,  reddtsh  blue  day,  yield  no  water  or  are  filled  from  the  sur- 
ftoe.  The  boring  at  Detroit,  which  extended  to  the  depth  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  feet,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  feet  of  whick 
was  in  rock  below  the  clay,  failed  to  furnish  the  desired  supply. 
Instances  have  oocnrred,  howe\*er,  fntn  diggings  in  the  vicinity 
€f  the  limereck,  of  a  very  copious  discharge  from  an  unusual 
liepth. 

Much  of  tiie  bad  efieets  of  stagnant  water  mig^  be  avoided  by 
oeeasiooal  cleansing  of  wells.  A  fresh  supply  should  be  obtaio- 
ed  by  thoroughly  draining  the  well  of  its  contents,  whenever  an 
approach  to  putrefaction  is  perceived. 

M^t  not  a  quantity  of  Ikne  or  charcoal,  whose  antiseptic 
qoalhies  are  well  known,  thrown  in,  be  a  useful  auzilkry  io  pr»> 
serving  purity  T 
•  No  purer  water  perhaps  exists  than  that  of  our  iounense  upper 
lakes,  the  whole  body  of  which  passes  through  the  straits  of  De^ 
Iroit  It  is  exceedingly  soft,  and  in  its  under  current  of  almost 
uniform  coldness  throughout  the  seasons. 

Detroit  denied  herself  the  anjojrment  of  this  luxury,  when,  by 
mn  unfortunate  poiiOT,  the  supply  that  should  have  been  sought  m 
Aat  Tohnne  wiuch  flows  pure  and  icy  cold,  in  the  depths  of  its 
ehannei,  is  transferred  ta  the  reservoir  from  the  warm,  contaoai- 
jialed  surfoce,  at  the  docks. 

A  remedy  is  obtaioed-  by  renoovai  of  the  works  above  the  city 
and  the  substitution  of  iron  pipes  for  wood :  but  it  is  suggested 
wiMfaer  aooth^  improvement  might  not  be  effected  by  extending 
the  supply  pipe  from  its  present  mouth,  at  five  feet  below  tfie  sac- 
ftce,  into  the  decf>  recess  of  the  channel. 

Ptynidorti,  which  borders  te  the  flat  day  district,  is  the  only 
towiwnp  that  aboQuds  in  numerous  and  copious  springs  of  the 
purest  water.  Through  this  tract  of  broken,  gravdly  hitts,  sm- 
gla  springs  oeeor  snffident  to  gire  rise  to  coonderaUe  streams. 

Roads. 

The  importance  of  eood  roads  to  Wayne  county,  particularly 
IB  the  flat  day  district  norderi^g  on  Detroit^  has  been  long  Jdt, 
and  much  labor  and  expense  Mve  been  l^estowed  towards  thdr 
im|NK>rea(ieBt  Naroan  thevaliiieofa  univerBallHfi;hway,paa 
Ue  tolb  safely  and  Mpaditiai  at  all  aaasQM  aearcefy  be  o^tf  t 
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tmmted.  The  soil  of  this  heavily  timbeied  Tegioii,*it  is  true,  ii 
but  ill  adapted  to  such  roads  as  are  required,  bat  great  improvi»> 
ments  might  be  eflfected  in  their  present  maoageiiient 

The  importance  of  the  subject  will  excuse,  in  these  pages,  an 
allusion,  though  necessarily  brief  and  imperfect,  to  improvemeiM 
of  this  nature;  more  especially  as  such  only  will  be  r^rred  to  as 
impose  no  additional  expensQ»  but  occarion  an  actual  redactioa  of 
present  outlays  to  a  vast  amount. 

Heavy  taxes  are  annually  assessed  for  construction  and  repair 
of  roads.'  These  frequently  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who  are 
^norant  or  careless  of  essential  facts,  and  are  appropriated  with- 
out  the  oversight  of  those  who  are  most  interested.  Or,  a  requi- 
sition is  made  upon  the  districts  once  or  twice  a  year  for  personal 
services,  on  whicli  o-^casion  the  whole  amount  of  tax  is  expended^ 
and  the  road  passes  without  attention  the  remainder  of  the  year* 

Instead  of  this  inadequate  meth(xi)  we  would  advise  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  road  overseer  of  at  least  some  practical  scienoa 
It  should  be  his  constant  occupation  to  smooth  the  ruts  and  repair 
every  damage  as  often  as  they  simll  occur.  A  permanent,  uoi- 
farm  surface  should  be  preserved.  This  may  be  efTected  by 
means  of  a  broad  road  scraper  and  a  few  hands,  only,  employed 
as  an  occasion  requires.  The  work  will  then  be  more  eflectual- 
ly  accomplished)  and  will  require  less  than  one  half  the  time»  la- 
bor and  cost  ordinarily  expended. 

In  road  construction  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  liberal 
breadth  is  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  a  uniform  surface.  It 
removes  the  necessity  for  a  constant  use  of  the  same  track  ;  thus 
lucb  portions  of  the  road  are  avoided  from  choice  as  are  otherwise 
cut  into  continually  deepening  ruts  and  hollows.  No  small  ad- 
vantage also  results  in  the  increased  facilities  for  evaporation  doe 
to  a  wider  exposure  to  the  sun  and  a  more  free  circulatioa  of  air, 
as  well  as  in  the  convenience  of  ample  sidewalln  for  foot  passen- 
gers. 

The  necessity  for  free  removal  of  water  from  th6  side  ditches, 
by  drains,  conducting  to  lower  levels,  is  also  an  urgent  considera- 
tion. While  these  are  essential  to  the  perfect  accommodation  of 
the  soil  to  agriculture,  it  is  also  evident  that  if  the  roads  are  left 
to  di^  solely  by  the  slow  and  uncertain  process  of  evapocaticNii,  no 
continuance  of  labor  can  be  completely  effectual. 

It  may  be  important  to  consider  whether  the  eJevaled  crowning 

S*ven  to  some  of  our  roads,  be  not  useless  as  well  as  expensive, 
r  the  steep  sides  and  uneven  draught  thus  created,  force  all  the 
travel  into  the  only  safe  path,  at  the  top  of  the  grades  The  Grand 
liver  road,  which  was  thus  constructed  for  a  few  tnHei,  at  great 
expense,  is  probably  in  worse  condition  at  all  seasons  than  if  the 
travel  were  permitted  to  shift  at  will  over  the  saone  extent  of 
joon  level  surfiMse.    A  rise  of  one  iachintbreefoetisthoiightby 
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flieiBOittfkilfigi  road  magimerB  more  than  mifSidnnt  for  purposes 
of  drtuiage^  and  it  is  evident  that  as  ruts  are  longitudinal  to  the 
direction  of  the  road»  an  increase  of  elevation  cannot  assist  to  con- 
duct off  the  water  which  inevitably  settles  into  these  convement 
receptacles. 

-  The  prknary  expense  of  the  excavation  and  embankment  would 
proi^ide  all  the  modtnite  appUoations  needed  oo  a  flat  road  for  a 
|;reat  length  of  ttme. 

The  use  of  brush  or  logs  as  a  foundaticn,  can  be  of  permanent 
service  only  while  a  constant  solid  covering  of  earth  is  mamtain- 
ed*  This  cannot  be  eflSseted  but  by  continual  oversight  and  at-* 
tentloo  to  the  considerations  above  presented 

Possessing,  as  does  the  tract  of  country  under  considerationt 
sudi  slender  amount  of  ^^ood  materials  for  road  constructiom  it 
may  be.  well  to  inquire  whether  the  loads  of  gravel  removed  from 
the  river  opast  and  used  to  fill  in  the  docks,  together  with  the  bro- 
ken stone  and  pebbles  brought  as  ballast  in  vessels,  might  not  be 
employed  to  public  profit,  particularly  in  the  streets  of  Detroit 

These  :hints  umch  but  very  partially  the  improvements  suscep- 
tible in  our  roads.  We  aioi  only  at  directing  attention  to  the 
subject.  Road  making  has  become  a  science,  and  to  engineers, 
of  whose  profession  it  is  more  properly  a  study^  we  leave  its  full 
elucidatioii. 

MONROE  COUNTY. 

Topography. 
■  The  county  of  Monroe  partakes  of  the  general  uniformity  of 
surfkoe  of  rhe  eastern  border  district  of  the  peninsula.  This  gen- 
eral level  is  here  intefrrupted  by  no  sudden  prominences  exceeding 
90  feet  in  heijBtht  The  rise  from  the  lake  is  gradual  and  nearly 
uni&rm.  attaining  at  the  western  line  of  the  county  to  about  115 
feet.  '  The  streatkis  descend  with  a  rapkl  flow,  furnishing  numer- 
ous mill  sites. 

Lake  Coast 

The  very  gradual  ascent  of  the  coast  renders  a  border  of  many 
acres  liable  to  be  overflowed,  and  has  occasioned  broad  marshes 
along  nearly  its  whole  extent. 

From  the  same  cause,  the  streams,  after  flowing  with  a  lively 
current,  on  approaching  the  coast,  subside  to  a  level,  and  are  af- 
fected by  the  fluctuations  of  the  lake  to  the  distance  of  two  and 
three  miles  inland. 

This  joint  action  of  the  tide  and  currSnt  has  given  origin  to  se- 
veral extensive  deltas.  Thus  the  approach  to  the  city  of  Monroe, 
tbrte  miles  inland,  is  through  a  circuitous  channel,  among  islands 
of  low  albvion,  ntaking  a  passage  -of  six  mileSb  A  cut  eflected 
by  the  ship  canal,  now  in  progress*  will  shorten  this  distance  one 
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other  streams,  at  their  enlraoce  to  the  lake,  is,  howeror,  rmmuwtit 

eo  tracing  their  course  through  the  rich  and  mried  interior* 

Al  least  one  half  of  the  whole  line  of  coast  presents  a  bonier 
of  marsh,  irreclaimable,  except  at  the  will  of  the  lake. 

The  most  elevated  portion  of  the  coast  is  al  Point  aux  Paauz 
and  Stony  Point,  near  Brest.  About  one  mile  ia  extent  has  heie 
an  altitude  of  5  to  8  feet,  occasioned  by  an  oiiM^roppii^  Mge  of 
linierock. 

The  ed^t  of  the  stirT  breaking  opoo  the  outer  edge  of  Ibe  ai- 
IttYiai  fields  and  islands,  is  to  accumulate  di^ritus^  bni«||ht  op  kjf 
the  lake,  occasioning  sand  beaches.  These  by  soooesstTe  wddu 
lions  assume  the  form  of  ridges,  generally  eleraled  aboel4  feet 
Beaches  thns  formed  skirt  the  outer  edge'of  tin  delta  of  tha  Eai- 
sin.  A  narrow  ridge  of  sand  is  frequently  ses»  protecting  Icar 
marshy  tracts  in  their  rear.  In  a  siaitlar  asannef  »apit  of  aaadt 
four  miles  in  length,  forms  the  barrier  to  Ottanva  bay.  This  has 
probQt)ly  a  base  of  limerock,  with  day  sujiarimposoci  wlacb  haa 
been  protected  from  the  erosive  actioa  oi  the  lake  by  the  mrer 
of  sand  al  the  same  time  deposited  from  its  waters* 

Soils  and  Thnber, 

The  county  is  bordered  on  the  east  and  west  by  heaviigr  tia»* 
bered  clay  lands,  having  a  width  varying  from  two  to  nine  miloa. 
This  timbered  tract,  on  the  west,  continues  into  the  adjoining 
county. 

The  whole  included  portion,  in  width  from  8  tP  14  milesy  and 
extending  in  northeast  and  southwest  directioa  into  tJie  adjoiping 
counties  on  the  north,  and  Ohio  on  the  soutiw  consists  of  aan^y 
«*  openings"  and  plains,  with  a  large  proportion  of  wet  prairie  oa 
awrsb. 

.  The  heavily  timbered  tracts  produce  a  large  ^owth  of  oaki 
white  and  black  ash,  elm,  lynn,  beech,  maple,  whit^wood,  black 
walnut  and  sycamore,  evincing  a  rich  and  very  durable  soil. 
Cotton  wood  is  found  in  swamps,  on  the  western  edge  of  the 
county. 

The  timber  of  the  plains  and  opeaiogs  ie  mostly  a  yeliow  aad 
white  oak,  often  a  thin  and  scattered  growth*  upon  a  meagre  aoik 
Some  clayey  and  more  fertile  portions  produoe  hidiory„  and 
through  Frenchtown  and  Raisinville,  burr  oak  aad  oheaaat  are 
abun&nt 

The  entire  county  may  be  said  to  be  characterised  by  the  gfeal 
fimeroek  formation,  whfeh  is  found  to  lie  al  m»  great  ^th 
throughout,  and  approaches  the  surface  in  at  least  twenty  dittsa» 
ent  places.  Beds  of  clay  and  sand  repose  upon  it.  The  foseMT 
every  where  evince  the  proxunily  of  the  liamock  by  tiisir  e» 
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tremdy  raarly  cbacseter,  aikl  Ibe  naoienoyif  icnbeddedy  ai^br 
fittanaiito  cf  the  rock^ 

T\»qmtTcrmt  of  the  iimerook  are  foqad  tp  lie  in  leveral  distiad 
MogMy  exteodiog  through  the  couoty  ia  a  nor^h^ -t  and  «oiub«. 
weit  directioiK  The  outer  range,  pooindeucing  at  the  southeavt 
corner  of  town  of  Whiteibrd*  furms  there  a  rL  ge  or  step,  bavipg 
a  rise  above  the  general  surface  of  15  feet  in  a  breadth^of  :i  mUea. 
It  psisea  tbence  in  a  nearly  northeast  course  to  Brest,  o^ciiiiooiiig 
those  ioteroiediate  hillocks  or  protrusions  of  rock  wbi^  oacapjF 
areas  of  fronn  ooe*half  to  two  square  miles*  At  Stony  Poini  U 
comes  out  upon  the  lake  in  the  ledga  belbre  nieotioned,  and  still 
fiirtber  on  in  the  same  direction  makes  its  appearance  on  thi^ 
islands  at  the  ixiooth  of  Detroit  straits  and  tiieneigt^boring  shores^ 

The  second  range,  from  the  town. of  Wbiteford,  where  it  apf 
pnently  approaches  the  range  first  mantioiiedf  pas^s  thrQUgh  the 
oortbem  part  of  the  town  of  Ida,  in  a  nearly  diroot  liM  |o  EisA 
Rock.  - 

West  of  this  range,  rock  again  appears  on  the  Macon  w^sirf  in 
the  reservation,  and  in  the  Raisin  at  Duod^  is; 

Fcofi)  all  the  data  that  coqid  be  obtained^  the  dQpQsMe  of  .4)|iai 
marly  clay  in  the  intervals  between  these  ranges^  does  iK>texaeed 
in  thickness  20  feet.  Upon  this  rests  a  brown  or  yellow  clay, 
similar  to  that  which  overlies  the  blue  in  Wayne  county^ ^  It  ba# 
a  thickness  of  3  to  10  feet*  This  clay  conjtitutes  tbQ  ba^ia  <iS 
Bsore  fb^  three- fourths  of  the  soil  of  the  timbered  latnls^  SanA 
loams  occasionally  alternate  with  it^and  in  the  town  o(,  Aliilaq  a  riok 
Uack  sand  loam  constitutes  three-fourths  of  the  soil 

The  sand  of  the  openings  and  plains  has  a  depth  probably  noli 
exceeding  10  feet  on  ;he  general  level.  Its  surfao^  is  fllightly  un* 
dalating,  and  in  a  few  instances  considerable  ridges  rise  abruptly. 
One  of  these  was  observed  bounding  the  heavily  timbered  lands 
of  the  town  of  Erie,  succeeded  by  others  having  no  unifonn  di- 
rection, and  Varying  in  height  from  6  to  16  feet ;  wet,  grassy 
swales  intervening.  I  traced  one  of  them  for  a  mile  in  a  nortbr 
erly  direction.  A  sand  ridge  borders  the  prairies  in  the, south* 
W€»t  corner  of  Ida.  It  continues  for  half  a  mile  in  a  northeast 
eoarae,  attaining  to  15  feet  in  altitude,  with  the  breadth  oi  KK), 
and  terminates  by  a  sudden  descent.  Similar  ridc^es  nr>ay  be  ob» 
served  on  the  plains  near  Sandy  creek,  town  of  Kaisioville* 

•An  aoalyni  of  100  graiDi  of  ihme  ckri  tbcwed-^ 

aUieeoua  nstter,  9.95  23,00 

Ahmine,  S7;^  44,M 

Carb^linM,  S3,50  Sl,19 

Iroo,  00  134 

100/M>       .     100^ 
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MmlM  and  W$i  Prairie 
oharactOTze  the  plains,  or  whole  central  portion  of  the  Mtotyv 
ettmprlsitig  nearly  onefoarth  then*  surfece-  They  pre^rail  un- 
der severd  modincatlons,  and  m?iy  be  classed  as  the  larger  or 
#et  prairie,  occupying  fre<!|uen(ly  an  extent  cf  eeveral  miles,  antf 
Ae  AYmHer  ot*  swaies,  seldom  exreedinii:  an  area  -of  20  aorea. 
They  differ  also  in  character,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
iobstiiatutn.  The  latter  cliiss  have  generally  a  subsoil  of  chy, 
with  a  coi^eriftg  <tf  peat  or  muck,  deepening  proportionnlly  to  its 
extent,  its  average  is  one  fiK»t.  They  affi»rd  a  ccjarse  grass,  (ft 
speeds  t'fC(Eire'Jt.)rtiU€h  relished  by  catite.  Where  <he  substr*- 
turn  %  sBAd,  a  small  wiry  species  generally  preraits,  considered 
cf  inferier  qoiitlry.  Beneath  this  sahd  stratum,  howei^,  day 
WlH,  wfthout  doubt,  be  iuund  «t  no  great  depth. 
'  ■  Pmiries  of  much  greater  extent  (Kseupy  »  large  portion  of  Ihe 
lewh  of  Ida,  the  southl^m  part  of  Summerfield,  and  the  evsteni 
part  of  Whiteford.  About  five  sections  of  the  latter  township 
iVe  ^  this  chaTa<5ler ;  nhie  sections  in  Suttienerfield,  aiid  eighteen 
in  Ida.  *  The  soil  is  a  fibrous  peat,  of  one  to  two  feet,  and  occa^ 
iionally  mueh  greater  de|)th,  generelty  repr)sing  upoo  saod. 
tt  pjp^dkjces  «  rank  growth  of  wikt  grass^  but  little  valued. 

These  mafshes  are  portions  of  a  coniDecied  chain,  and  baveout^ 
tots  discharging  into  considerable  streams.  FiiciKties  thus  eiiflt 
ter  renderittg  them  available  to  agriculture  by  a  proper  system  of 
^ainage,  «nd  at  comparatively  inconsiderable  expense.  Tbt 
e^pet^ment  has  been  made  to  $<»me  e^ctent  in  the  town  of  White* 
fond,  and  a  tolerable  soil  for  tillage  produced.  A  cix>p  of  wheat 
k  ^M  to  have  been  grown  trpon  the  tract  known  as  <*  White's 
mafsh.^  But  H  should  not  be  cause  for  discourngement  if  seve- 
ral years  are  required  to  test  folty  the  value  of  such  expecimeots* 
No  such  cause  will  exist  "^rhea  the  nature  of  the  soil  to  be  dealt 
With  is  pt»perly  understood. 

Siaiilar  marshes  exist  around  the  tiead  branches  of  Swan  creek, 
id  Bueten  imltiag  with  those  described  m  town  of  Huron,  Wavae 
eoamy.  Thev  are  supr*osed  to  occupy  one*half  of  llie  surmoe 
of  the  township  north  or  Stony  creek. 

Small  ponds  of  the  lily  and  other  tiquatic  plants  are  nameroot 
tipon  theie  prairies.  A  large  proportion  of  the  proiriet  and 
swales  are  diy  only  at  niidsuinmer. 

Peai. 

The  tipper  soit  «f  the  marshes  and  swales  above  mentioned  is 
of  the  kind  deno<iiinated  fibrous  peal;  an  accumulation,  siinply, 
of  the  annually  decaying  vegetation.  On  drying,  it  wiM  t)emind 
a  light  spongy  substance,  which  may  be  reduced  to  an  irppafpable 
powder ;  a  character  but  ill  fitting  it  to  become,  singly,  a  fertile 
soil.  When,  therefore,  it  occurs  unmixed  with  argillaceous  or 
siliceous  matter,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  most  thorough 
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dfttkagd  will  mider  it  permanenilf  aratlable  onltsscafe  iatlkeo 
to  sui^ect  jt  to  irrigation  at  proper  seasons,  by  closhg  the  draioft 
tmd  it  be«Mit!ed  with  a  proportiooaibte  adinixtura  of  wrlbck  This 
admixture  may  often  be  efTected  by  bringing  up  the  subsoil  by 
deep  ptooghinp:!  The  washings  from  the  sai^y  pbuns  ad)sio1og» 
when  cultivated,  wiU- further  assist  the  process.  

A  ooat  of  iiaie  sown  upon  the  surfaoe  would  prore  a  most  m$- 
fill  auxiliary.  This  would  exert  the  triple  «fieet  of  absorbiiig 
RMistttrB,  hastenii^  the  deeompositioo,  and  beatowiog  oao  of  cke 
Most  important  ingredients  of  a  good  soil. 

The  application  of  this  peat  to  the  soil  of  the  plains^  iMck  of 
wiiich  is  sterile,  would  be  productive  of  very  impoilaal  beoefit. 
To  efiect  this»  it  ought  first  to  be  carried  to  the  onanure  heap  a«d 
there  heoome  thoroughly  d  oomposed  by  inixing  witb  quick  lioNl. 
Wlieft  appliod.  this  should  be  at  onoe  ploughed  voder.  Thfr  fiae 
fibre  of  peat  would  dry  and  djasipate^  if  left  upon  (hesorboe* 

When  the  comparative  expense  of  cutting  drains  lo  that  of 
tkaring  timbered  lands,  the  immediate  applicability;  of  the» 
tracts,  and  their  utility  in  fumisiiiiig  manure  to  the  sterile  soil  ad* 
jecentt  are  considered,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  valui  of  thaia 
portions  of  the  county  is  not  overestimated. 

Limerock. 

The  ranges  of  this  rock  before  described*  have  a  djieotioii 
.thmugh  tho  county  which  ^rresponds  to  the  line  (rfbeaarmf^  ot 
U  at  right  angles  to  the  inclination  of  the  strata.  The  dip  is, 
consequently,  northwest,  or  northwest  by  north ;  very  obvious  jp 
tbe  outer  range,  and  about  5^  in  amount. 

The  color  varies  from  light  shades  of  gray  to  dark  blue.  Jtis 
mostly  compact,  but  exhibits  all  that  variety  of  charaoler  for 
wbish  tb0  "'nnountain  Unu^ock''  is  distioguisbed*    This  wilt  bfnt 

Tor  in  tbe  ioUowing  more  extended  Qoti<:e^ 
occurs  in  the  bank  of  Swan  creek,  at  Newport*  arid  ill  iU 
bed  ior  tbe  distance  ol'  two  miles  above,  where  to  a  small  e^ent 
it  has  been  quarried  for  economical  purpose*    !l'h#  fHona  is  ff 
dark  gray  color. 

Sk^olasioMlar-ehamcler  appear«  a  mile  nertheaat  of  Brest, 
(iooti^  S4^  and  has  been  quarried  to  small  aniKMint 

At  Point  ail  Peaux  it  exhibits  a  vesicular  or  slightly  oolillc 
itructune  in  the  bwer  layeis.  Superimposed  ans  ibur  £ast  of  dfo- 
xaptured  masses,  of  a  more  compact  qharaet^.^ 

Limerock  appears  in  the  bed  and  bank  of  Stonjr  oreek*  at 
Bmitt  wbeire  it  has  been  ponetrated  to  depth  of  ibur  foot  The 
Ibickest  stratum  opened  was  of  three  feet*  It  has  a  light,  gfHF 
Mi^r*  approacbiiig  white.  It  is  compact,  and  mxm  vMkam  m- 
attorn  I  QOQsideraUii  homstone  is vContabid^  The  stone  Js^^iM- 
iM  JD  irf(«uterf  miU  Uoekii  iMilbdte  roufhbuiUii^ 
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:   The  fodga  appearing  at  SKony  point,  resetnUei  io  dmadBr 
the  todk  on  Swan  creek.    It  contains  sulphate  of  strontian. 

Linnerook  forms  rbe  bed  of  Sandy  creek»  at  distance  of  two 
miles  from  the  lake. 

The  oit  J  of  Monroe  is  underia3red  by  Kmerock  at  depth  of  from 
two  to  five  feet  The  rock  is  quarned  to  small  extent  in  the 
bank  of  the  HaJain^  nenr  the  city.  Extensive  quarries  have  been 
opened  in  the  ralley  of  Plumb  creek,  half  a  mile  south  of  the  city. 
The  excavations  reach  to  the  depth  of  nine  feet  The  succession 
of  strata  passed  through,  presents  a  variety  of  characters.  The 
vesidolar  limestone  observed  at  Point  au  Peaux  again  appears 
associated  ^wich  siliceous  portions  and  compact  strata,  variegated 
with  yellowish  and  blueish  spots  and  veins,  having  -the  appear- 
ance of  veined  marble.  These  beara  tolerable  polish,  and  might 
serve  for  omsroental  purposes.  At  depth  of  nine  feet  a  stratum 
ocears  oftlark  blqe  color,  and  veined. 

' '  The  itone  is  said  to  improve  with  depth,  both  for  lime  and 
'huiiding  porposes.  If  this  be  the  fact,  it  may  be  advisable  to  tti- 
-eavate  lower  down  the  creek,  where,  owing  to  the  dirertioo  of  the 
Hff  these  more  valuable  strata  may  be  supposed  to  lie  nearer  the 
surface. 

The  stone  is  mostly  quarried  in  angular  pieces  of  small  dimen« 
sions,  but  slabs  are  said  to  be  obtainable  of  size  sufficient  for  door 
and  window  sills,  &c. 

Lfmerock  forms  ihe  bed  of  Otter  creek,  at  Winchester,  and  for 
\he  distance  o4'  ei^t  miles  above.  It  is  hard,  of  a  bluish  gray 
eoter. 

Following  the  range  southwest.  We. find  a  ridge  or  hiiloek 
composed  of  Itmerook,  on  sections  thirty-one  and  Sinrty-two,  of 
LasaHe*  and  one  afd  two  ti  township  of  Erie.  It  appears  over 
an  area  of  more  than  a  square  mile,  having  an  elevation  of  aboet 
ten  feet  above  the  iefel  oa  the  sooth.  The  stone,  so  iar  as  pen- 
Mrated,  (five  feet)  is  of  a  l^ht  oobr,  striped,  and  portioM  fibsile* 

Limerook  is  met  with,  in  the  same  rai^je,  at  not  less  than  four 
places  in  the  township  of  Bedford.  In  tl^  bed  of  Bay  cfeek  a 
small  quarry  has  been  opened. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  township  ft  appears  twice  over  surfiioea 
of  two*thirds  a  square  mile.  These  have  been  penetrated eevesftl 
Ibet,  ^nd  are  found  to  consist  of  a  very  sHiceous  rook,  composed 
-idf  an  aggregate  of  grains  of  quartz  cemented  by  Kme.  The 
opper  porUons,  which  Ke  io  k>ose  masses,  are  cak»reous  and  ape 
alone  suitable  for  burning. 

At  the  southwest  oomer  of  section  thirty,  Kmorock  appears  at 
the  surface  and  in  the  bed  of  Halfway  creek.  This  eootmuei  at 
intervals  far  a  mile  west,  and  in  a  southwest  diraetioii»  folldwing 
OcUiwa  oreek,  to  Whiteford,  in  Ohio.  It  und^lies  the  inMina- 
diate  spaces  at  a  depth  probably  not  exceeding  five  foet    A 
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tiottitiofi  of  tte  lodge  imy  also  be  tmeed  norths  along  the  wiuAe 
eastern  border  of  toWnalttp  of  Wbhefc^d  The  upper  portk^s 
cnly  could  b6  observed,  which  appeared  to  lie  a  pure»  oompact 
liinestooe. 

No  fossils  were  found  in  this  range,  eioept  Terohratula,  at 
Newport  and  Stony  point 

Another  range  or  series  of  citierop$  passes  throegb  the  oentie 
of  the  county,  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  fonaei*.  It  must  be 
etNMidered  as  the  overlapping  edge^  of  a  portion  of  the  limerocfc 
formation,  superimposed  upon  that  whose  outcrop  forms  the  sange 
^  first  mentioned*  This  portion  of  the  formation  includes  several 
airata  of  a  very  siliceous  character,  approaching  ineevend  imtatt- 
.eesy  almost  to  puFe  sandrock. 

Stone  of  this  descriptiott  makes  its  appearance  six  miles  florib- 

wiest  from  Meorbev  and  was  traced  over  a  surface  of  one  balRa 

sooare  nriile;    It  disintegrates  readily,  whwre  exposed,  into  a  piise 

*  iiiiceoits  sand,  which  may  be  seen  to  be  composed  of  well  formed 

quartz  chrystals.     Where  not  discolored  by  oxides  of  iron,  k  ia  of 

/a  pure.wfaiiie. 

Associated  with  this  stratum,  is  a  gray  siliceous  liitieslMe 
which  is  fossiliferous. 

A  similar  sandrock  appears  in  the  bed  of  the  Raisin,  at  low 
water  n^ark,  section  iwenty-nine,  township  of  Raisinville,  where 
it  forms  a  ledge  of  a  foot  in  thickness.  Some  portions  are  beauli- 
liiUy  white  and  are  n^aflv;  pure  silex.  It  breaks  easily  apd  is 
inclined  to  disintegrate.  It  has  hot  been  jus^  ei;cept  as  a  acoifr- 
ing  sand,  . 

Near  the  west  line  of  section  19,  rock  appears  at  the  surface* 
and  has  been  quarried  superficially.  It  is  a  siliceous  limerook,  of 
dark  color,  and  wben  quarried,  moist  apd  soft,  and  may  be  dre/f^CKl 
with  ease  to  any  required  form.  Owing  to  its  want  of  compaoi- 
ness,  it  majr  be  doubted  whether  it  would  be  permanent,  exposed 
to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere*  It  has  been  employed  as  a 
building  material  at  Monroe. 

Opposite  Lawrence^  mill  a  smooth  ledge  of  limerock  fornis  the 
bed  ot  the  Rarsin,  and  a  quarry  has  been  opened  on  the  upland, 
several  rods  ^mthfrom'  the  river.  The  latter  furnishes  a  srliceoQs 
litnestone,  Varying  in  color  firbm  a  light  to  a  dark  mixed  gray. 
'  In  a  southwest  dhtkstbn  from  the  above^  in  town  of  Ua,  reek 
is  found  at  the  surface  over  asttiait  area,  on  section  four.  A  su- 
perficial sttiatuqn<mly  hds  been  quarried,  of  a  foot  thick,  wbi^h  is 
said  to  afford  superior  lime. 

On  section  sixteen  a  siliceous  limerock  appears  in  the  bank  of 
ft  smaHpoad  and  has  been  opened  to  the  depth  of  four  feet.  It 
iwioves  readily  in  slabs  three  feet  in  length  with  thickness^  of  foar 
to  six  inches.    Color,  light  yellowish  gray. 
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A  vwicular  limerock  fyrmn  the  bank  at  the  head  of  OtiMni 
hk&i  town  of  Whileford.     It  affords  excetlent  liine. 

A  compact  limerock  also  appears  in  an  iniet  at  the  font  of  Otta- 
wa lake  and  has  been  quarried  for  lime.  Portions  are  titieeoui. 
Considerable  calcareous  spar  is-  contained* 

West  of  the  ran^^  just  described,  limerock  makes  its  appear* 
•intx  OB  the  Maoo  I  river  j«ttt  above  its  mouth,  and  forms  its  bed 
Ibm  mite.  It  has  been  qoarried  exleosiTely,'  but  the  excavatiooa 
liare  not  penetrated  below  the  first  solid  layer,  a  depth  of  ei^kteeD 
ioofaesw  It  is  mostly  of  n  dark  gray  cokir,  sparry,  approachiog  a 
.  chrystalline  texture,  and  abounds  with  ibssils.  Portkiiis  jfnive  cot 
a  very  strongly  bituminoiu  odor.  The  stratum  expoeed  is  vary 
continuous,  and  has  been  removed  with  wedges  in  pieeas  10  tet 
in  kr^h;  but  the  blocks  are  apt  to  sever  under  the  chisel. 
From  this  locality  are  sakl  to  have  been  tnroiahadt  tha  caps  and 
sills  for  Che  court-house  at  Monroe.  It  will  compare  in  appear- 
ance with  the  nouch  admired  Ohio  stone.  Thw  bcality  is  said  lo 
%Sntd  the  beat  lime  in  the  county. 

Rock  of  a  similar  character  forms  the  bed  of  tha  RaisiB  at 
Duodee. 

More  or  less  has  been  manufactured  at  most  of  the  localiti^  of 
Kmerock  above  mentioned. 

Three  kilns  ire  maintained,  by  the  quarries  at  Humb  creel. 
Probably  900  or  1000  bushels  are  made  annually. 

At  the  Quarry  on  section  10,  Whiteftu-d,  five  kilns  have  been 
'  burned,  of  500  bushels  each. 

At  the  Macon  quarry  eight  kilns  have  been  burned,  of  800  or 
1000  bushels  each,  vtrhich  sells  at  Tecumseh  for  four  shillings  per 
bushel. 

Sand* 

The  oply  locality,  partkularly  worthy  ofmeotigivis  thatof  the 
disintegrated  siliceous  rock  found,  as  before  noticed,  in  Raiaia- 
viUe^oii  the  fiirm  of  Mr.  Thos.  Colwdl.  This  bed  wat  aoliaad 
by  the  State  Geologist  in  his  report  of  last  year.  It  is  oiosliy 
pure  siiex,  and  dx  the  manufacture  of  glasi^  superior  to  any  yet 
Ibuod  in  the  stata  A  specimen  of  ghss  jnanufactured  from  it, 
in  the  possession  of  the  proprietoTi  waa^iousaaUy  tnuispareol  aad 
free  from  flaws. 

Much  of  the  saad  of  the  plains  ia  this  vicinity^  and  ev^i  as  far 
down  as  Moaroe,is  intermiagled  with  white  ailiceousgsaiDs  firapi 
tUsrocL. 
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Tbe  claj^  are  in  general  too  calcareoos  to  be  used  with  ad^n- 
tage  for  bricks  or  pottery.  The  upper  brown  or  yellow  clay  is 
VsHSt  ao,  and  m:iy  be  found  coaveuiently  for  brick  at  numerous 
places  throughout  the  county. 

The  manufacture  has  been  conducted  extensively  at  French- 
town,  Oj>p<)site  Monroe.  But  few  were  made  the  past  season. 
Durin<^  the  season  previous,  so  far  as  could  be  aseertained,  about 
1,600,000  were  burned  at  the  several  kilns.  The  clay  is  impure 
from  the  linr.e  contained. 

A  single  Kiln  of  bricks  has  been  burned  at  Brest. 

At  Mr.  White's  j  ard,  Newport,  100,000  bricks  have  been  burn- 
ed. The  first  two  feet  of  the  clay  only  is  sufficiently  free  from 
calcareous  matter  to  render  it  fit  for  the  purpose. 

Attempts  were  made  at  two  places  in  the  town  of  Dundee  to 
manu'acture  bricks,  but  were  abandoned  from  the  cause  alluded 
la  Good  bricks  are  said,  nevertheless,  to  have  been  made  from 
the  clay  "n  Saline  river,  in  the  town  of  London.  All  the  clays 
in  this  region,  that  were  tested»  gave  very  strong  indications  of 
lime,  so  much  so  as  to  deserve  the  appellation  of  marly.  As  the 
chiys,  even  in  proximate  situations,  often  differ  much  in  this  res- 
pect, it  is  important  to  test  them  with  a  simple  acid.  Good  vme- 
Sr  win  answer  an  ordinary  purpose.  Clay  may,  no  doubt,  be 
and  considerably  pure ;  tiesndes  that  expense  and  disapporotment 
may  often  be  spared  by  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  character  of 
the  material  employed. 

Mart. 

A  bed  of  shell  marl  (bo^  lime,)  underlies  the  marshy  tract  bor- 
dering the  lake,  near  the  city  of  IVf  onroe.  It  has  been  penetrated 
to  the  depth  of  a  f(x>:  by  ditches,  for  a  considerable  distance. 
The  deposite  has  probably  a  thickness  of  several  feet,  and  appa- 
rently underlies  the  whole  continuous  tract  of  Marsh,  an  extent  of 
about  n  square  mHe. 

A  tufaceous  marl  is  also  deposited  in  considerable  quanthies  by 
•priogs  in  the  vicinity. 

In  town  of  Exeter,  section  7,  a  mari  is  said  to  have  been 
ploughed  op,  dry,  and  crumbling  on  exposure. 

A  deposite  of  shell  marl  was  observed  in  town  of  Ash,  (tovrn  • 
aooih,  range  9  east,)  section  9.  It  occurs  in  a  marshy  swale, 
overlayed  by  2  feet  of  muck  or  peat.  The  bed  is  about  a  feet  in 
thickness  and  occupies  an  area  of  an  acre.  Similar  swales  are 
nameroQS  throughout  this  section  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
coonfyt  and  the  proximity  of  the  limerock  warrants  the  conclusion 
that  tieds  of  man  may  be  found  deposited  on  low  spots,  charged 
with  springs. 

The  ecoDoosieal  vm  ^these  limrls  has  been  noticed  under  the 
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report  of  Wayne  county.    ProbaUjr  maoy  of  the  days  may  be 

fouod  i4>proacbiog  so  nearly  to  marl  as  to  be  of  gi^at  yalne  bb  a 
stimulant  manure  to  sandy  soils. 

Sulphur  tSprings, 

Two  miles  below  Monroe,  near  the  marshy  border  of  the  lake» 
several  springs  is^ue  from  an  immense  mound.  They  are  stroi^- 
ly  impregnated  with  sulphur,  and  form  thin  white,  deposites  of 
that  substance.  This  mound  occupies  an  area  of  4  to  6  acres» 
rising  about  10  feet  above  the  ^neral  level.  Its  surface  is  wet 
and  boggy.  This  mound  is  evidently  a  deposite  from  the  water 
of  the  springs,  which  running  through  crevices  in  the  ^reat  under- 
lying rock  formation,  becomes  highly  charged  with  Ume,  and  oq 
approaching  the  surface,  deposites  that  substance  either  in  a  soft 
plastic  mass  or  as  a  coatiw  upon  the  moss  and  surrounding  vege- 
tation,  Thus  marl  and  Urfa  result.  This  process  may  be  observ- 
ed now  going  on.  t^arge  quantities  of  moss,  still  alive,  are  cov- 
ered wim  a  thin  calcareous  crust.  A  pile  further  south  are  nu- 
merous smaller  mounds  of  similar  origin*  One  of  these  discharg- 
es a  considerable  stream  from  a  spring  occupying  a  large  cavity 
in  the  oentre.  Here  a  foot  thickness  of  white  marl  is  disclosed, 
overlived  by  two  feet  of  crumbling  tufa.  The  spring  boils  up 
tbrougli  a  cauldron  of  calcare  mxs  and  vegetable  matter,  into  which 
a  pole  may  be  thrust  manv  feet.  This  mound  is  circular,  100 
ieet  diameter  and  6  feet  high.  Most  of  the  other  mounds  consist 
of  a  very  indurated  lime,  or  tufa. 

The  famous  sulphur  spring  in  the  Bay  settlement,  emerges 
from  a  low  mound  of  similar  formation,  situated  in  the  edge  of 
the  large  marsh  bordering  the  bay.  It  occupies  a  circular  baain 
of  150  feet  diameter  by  45  deep.  A  stream  flows  from  it  which 
at  its  head  is  10  feet  wide  and  3  deep,  and  has  a  considerable  cur- 
rent. The  odor  of  sulphur  may  be  perceived  at.  distance  of  half 
a  mile,  though  the  water  is  not  of  extraordinary  strength.  A 
bathing-house  was  in  contemplation  at  this  place,  but  the  ui^usual 
rise  of  the  lake  caused  an  abandonment  of  the  project. 

Springs  occur  in  ^reat  numbers  on  Sulphur  creek,  town  of 
Lasalle.  They  occasion  mounds  of  the  same  character  as  those 
near  Monroe,  and  discbarge  considerable  streams.  A  few  of  these 
uoiled,  formerly  supplied  a  mill. 

In. Raisin ville,  section  19,  is  a  strongly  impregnated  springydis- 
cbarging  water  sufficient  to  form  a  brook. 

Another,  on  section  25,  forms  the  head  of  Plumb  creek. 

A  spring  of  moderate  strength  issues  from  the  margin  of  the 
Raisin,  half  a  mile  below  Dundee. 

A  strong  sprint  of  sulphur  and  iron  is  said  to  be  found  on  Stooy 
creek,  town  of  Exeter,  section  21. 

On  Swan  creek,  town  of  Ash,  are  springs  imforegnated  with 
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Bulpbttrand  iioiu    One  m  leeti^  36  asoemls  hi  a  cuib.  several 
feet  above  Ihe  level  of  tbe  stracmk 

These  sprir^  aU  afbrd  a  aopvdm  sop^rfy,  aad  are  Qoaffscted 
by  a  drought  which  Fetiders  dry  the  chaDiiels-  of  neighboriag 
8lream&  Thin  faot,  with  that  of  their  rise  above  the  level  of  aur- 
rounding  waters*  aiiud  their  strong  impregnation  with  the  miherals 
sulphur^  liqae  and  iron^  proves  ttuit  they  have  distant  so«irces  and 
Ibat  they  proceed  from  gireat  depths  below  the  ^rface* 

Streams  and  Springs.  , 

This  county  is  intersected  by  a  number  of  considerable  streams, 
following  a  parallel  course  to  the  lake ;  but  small  branches  do  not 
abouod,  as  m  a  opuol^y  of  more  broken  sorfaco*  Moat  of  the 
streams  supply  a  i&ar<2  water. 

Water  is  obtained  generally  without  difficulty  from  weib  and 
springs  affording  a  good  supply^  ex,tremely  hard.  It  is  ocoaakMft' 
ally  impregnated  with  sulphur  and  iron,  owing  to  tbe  proxknitjr 
of  tbe  limerook. 

Several  wells  in  the  towns  of  AaU,  Lasalle  and  Ida,  siiok 
twenty  feet,  to  rock,  opened  veins  which  filled  them  suddenly, 
causing  them  to  overflow. 

WeUs  on  the  plains  which  do  not  descend  to  the  clay,  are  g^e- 
rally  soft ;  so  that  by  proper  preoautioos^  water  free  frdm  Hme 
may  be  obtained  ia  those  situations. 

Bag  Ore. . 

Several  depositesof  this  mineral  occor  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Petersburg  and  Dundee.  The  ore  is  mueh  mixed  with  siliceous 
mattert  and  none  of  it  can  be  considered  of  the  best  quality. 

Go  section  nineteen,  township  of  Summerfield,  ore  is  formed 
on  the  borders  of  a  marsh  of  about  ten  acres.  The  nrarsh  is  fed 
by,  springs  and  is  unaffected  by  droughts.  The  ore  is  deposited 
in  lo«i8e,  amorpiiotta  masses,  mingled  with  shot  ore.  The  sandy 
soil  of  the  neighboring  plains  is  much  mingled  with  particles  of 
shot  ore  resembling  fine  gravel.  Several  hundred  loads  might 
be  obtained  from  this  locality. 

On  section  twenty-five,  ore  was  discovered  m  digging  a  trench 
through  a  marshy  swale«  It  is  found  over  about  an  acre,  prinoi* 
paUy  disseminated  in  the  state  of  shot  through  tbe  sandy  peat  sdit, 
in  a  stratum  not  etceoding  six  inches  thickness.  In  the  diy  bor* 
der  some  heavy  mamillary  ore  is  founds  in  loose  pieces,  some  of 
which  weigh  several  pounds. 

On  a  neighboring  farm  ore  of  a  similar  character  was  thrown 
out  in  ditchmg.     A  few  loads  might  be  obtained. 

SwaJes  similar  to  the  above  abound^  And  other  iooaKties  of  ore 
will  fto  doubt  be  founds  whenever  sufficient  inducement  shall  be 
offered  for  its  searoL  . 

62 
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NaoieroiK  indtcttions  of  bog  iron  v^ere  leeiv  in  ti&miiMp  «r 
Bedford.  No  valuable  deposite  <ame  wider  my  obiNnrvatkNi.  A 
toealky  is  said  to  cxisU  siipptised  to  be  ia  quantity,  on  stctioo 
thrce^  (township  nine  sonth,  range  seven  east.) 

Indications  also  exist  in  township  o^  I«on%i(»n  and  elsewhere* 
A  bed  of  sandy  red  ochre  is  found  on  section  twenty-ane,  Bcd« 
ford,  covering  atMiut  three  square  rods,  with  a  depth  of  from  one 
to  three  ieet«  It  is  kntnedlately  nnderlaved  by  limerock.  A 
small  quantity  has  been  applied  as  a  paint  2ind  tolerably  answers 
the  purpose. 

Boulders. 

Nomeroos  wateruwom  fragments  of  the  primary  rocks  are 
found  lodged  on  the  limestone  hillookst  and  accompanying  the 
fcvoges  oflimerodc  throughout  the  eountryt  bat  seldofn  occur  else- 
where  upon  the  surfoce.  Similar  boolders  are  found  imbedded 
in  the  blue  day  dep<iMte« 

A  large  boulder  from  the  limerock  formation  was  noficed  on 
iectioo  Mirv  township  of  Mthm 

Phenomena  accompanying  the  Limerock. 

Sink'tohs.^^ln  the  township  of  Whileford  occur  a  number  of 
Ihose  boi^l'Shnped  deprcsaioos,  known  by  the  name  of  ^  sinks.* 
The  largest  that  came  under  my  observation  is  rtenr  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  township.  This  immense  basin  occupies  nearly  one 
hundred  acres,  and  at  the  centre  is  about  fifteen  feet  below  the 
general  level  I  found  the  bed  to  bo  ctimposad  of  layers  of  blue 
clav  and  sand,  covering  nt  a  slight  depth  limerock.  ' 

i'hese  mak»  deritre  their  name  from  the  fact  of  tlieir  being  col- 
lects for  the  waters  of  the  surrounding  regicm,  which  are  here  ab- 
sorbed ;  no  outlets  being  discovered.  The  waters  no  doubt  dis- 
appear in  a  cavernous  aperture  of  the  timenx^k  below.  It  is  sta- 
ted,  on  good  authority,  that  when  the  large  sink  i9  filled^  a  whiii* 
Ipool  nuiy  be  seen  of  sufficient  force  to  draw  in  mils  floating  near 
the  vortex. 

Marks  of  Diluvial  Action, — Upon  the  surface  of  the  bmad,  Art 
ld(^D;es  of  limerock  at  PiHnt  au  IVaox,  was  observed  a  beautiful 
eiriiibition  of  the  grooves  and  fcratdtes  supposed  to  be  occasioned 
by  attrition  of  (mrd  bodies  moving  in  a  strong  current.  These 
have  a  uniform  direction,  north  60  ^  east.  In  some  instanees 
the  surface  has  been  worn  to  a  finepoliah^  which  imparts  a  beauti- 
ful light  color  to  the  stone,  and  exhibits  the  markings  as  fresh  lA 
appearance  as  if  done  yesterday. 

A  similar  phenomenon  is  observable  at  Brest,  and  is  a  fine  itlds- 
tration  of  the  course  and  nx>vkig  power  of  the  onrreiit.  The 
•urface,  about  twenty  square  feet  of  which  is  exposed,  is  undulat- 
ing and  worn  into  curves.    Two  dinctions  nfn  base  obaarved  M 
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tl»foriiHrf,oiioon%iiouspmrtioiis,<^  BortkM^ 

east  and  noith  65  ^  west 

Facta  (if  (his  nature*  MrUch  singly  are  of  litile  imporlanoai  are 
DOted,  because  (hey  have  a  bearing  upon  the  nrsolts  of  sdeniifio 
inquiries ;  a  conaequenr^  which,  thuugli  lor  a  tinie  unheeded  and 
**  darkly  hid/*  (ends  to  throw  clearer  light  upon  th^  ultimate  piaa 
of  useful  eciJOcmiy» 

My  aokmmkukgmentB  are  due  to  mai^  peraooa  in  the  aheve 
eeuntias  tor  hcispilalitiea  aad  asaiataoce  r^idered  in  the  pFoseour* 
tion  of  the  survey. 

B£LA  HUBBARD. 

Atmiant  OeobgiMt. 

Ikb^  January  26, 1889* 


GLOSSARY 

Including  most  of  the  Geological  H^rms  used  in  these  reports  from 

LyelVs  Geology,  and  other  sources. 

Alluvial,    The  adjective  of  alluvium.  .  ^ 

Alluvion.     A  syooniiu  of  alluvium.  ^ 

Alluvium.  Recent  depositee  of  earths  sand,  gravd,  mv^d,  stoi|eS| 
peat,  shell  hanks,  shell  marl,  drift  sand. &c.,  r^ujting  frpipcftoaes 
now  in  action.  This  term  is  generally  applied  tp  (ho^  deposiib^ 
in  which  water  is  tlie  pri  iciptu  agent. 

Alum  rocks.    Rocks  which,  by  decomposition^  form  alum.  , 

Amorphous.    Bodies  devoid  of  rec^ular  form. 

Amygdaloid.  A  trap  nx^k  wliich  is  porous  and  spongy,  with 
rounded  cavities  scattered  thnnj^^h  its  mass.  Agates  and  pimple 
minerals  are  often  contained  in  tiic;«e  cavities. 

Anfhradte,  A  species  of  mineral  coal,  hard*  shining,  black  and 
devoid  of  bitunoen. 

Anticlinal  An  anticlinal  ridge  or  aitis  is  where  the  at<;a^ 
along  a  line  dip  contrary  wise,  like  the  sides  of  the  roof  of  i|.hou«^ 

Arenaceous.     Sandy. 

Argillaceous.    Clayey. 

Augite.  A  siaiple  mineral  of  variable  color^  from  blaok  tbrom^ 
green  and  gray  to  white.  It  is  a,  constituent  of  many  voleanic 
and  trappean  rocks,  and  is  also  {bund  m  tome  of  the  graottic 
rocks. 

Avalanche.  Thi^  term  is  usually  applied  to  masses  of  ice  aii4 
snow  whk^  have  slidden  from  the  summits  or  sides  of  mountains. 
It  is  now  also  applied  to  slides  of  earth  and  clay- 

Basak,  One  of  the  commoQ  trap  rufiks.  It  is  composed  of 
atigite  and  feldspar,  is  hard,C'Miipact  andiark  green  or  black,  and 
faM  often  a  tegular  oolumnar  form.  The^palisades  of  the  Hud3qo 
show  ibe  4U>lumnar  aspect  of  trap  jocks*^  ^  The  Giant's  Ca^w/iy 


.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


500  HOUSE  DO0l7MBl!rrS. 

18  Cited  as  an  exampl|»  of  basaltic  roclui,and  the  cohiimmr  struet* 

ure  is  there  very  strikingly  displayed. 

Bitumen.  Mineral  pitch,  which  is  often  se^  to  ooze  from  fos- 
sil coal  when  on  fire. 

BUummous  Shots.  A  slaty  rock,  containing  bitumen,  and 
which  occurs  in  the  coal  measures. 

Blende.    Sulphuret  of  sine    A  common  shining  ^inc  ore. 

Bluji.  High  bank9  of  earth  or  rock,  mth  a  steep  front.  The 
term  is  generally  applied  to  high  banks  forming  the  boundaries  of 
a  river,  or  river  alluvions. 

Boirymdci.    Resembling  a  bunch  of  grapes  in  form. 

Boukkrs.  Rocks  which  have  been  transported  from  a  distance, 
and  more  or  less  rounded  by  attrition  or  the  action  of  tte  weath- 
er* They  lie  upon  the  surface  or  loose  in  the  soil,  and  generally 
differ  from  the  underlying  rock  in  the  neighborhood. 

Breccia.  A  rook  composed  of  angular  fragments  cemented  to- 
gether by  lime  or  other  substanpes. 

Calc  Sinter.  A  German  term  for  depositions  of  limestone  from 
springs,  and  waters  which  contain  this  mineral  in  solution. 

Calcareous  Rocks.    A  term  Synonymous  with  limestones. 

Calcqfeous  Spar.    Crystalized  carbonate  of  Kme. 
«'  Carbon.    The  combustible  element  of  coal. 

Carbonates.  Chemical  compounds  containing  carbonic  acid, 
Which  is  comtyosed  of  oxygen  and  carbon. 

Carbonic  Acfd.  An  acid  gaseous  compound,  incapable  of  sup- 
porting combustion,  and  deleterious  to  animal  life.  It  is  common 
m  caves  and  wells,  and  many  incautious  persons  lose  their  lives 
in  consequence  of  descending,  without  first  ascertaining  its  pres- 
ence by  letting  down  a  li^ht^  candle.  Man  cannot  live  where  a 
lighted  candle  will  not  burn  freely.   - 

'  Carboniferous.  Coal  bearing  rocks.  This  term  has  been  appli- 
ed to  fornfiations  belonging  to  an  ancient  group  of  secondary  rocks, 
which  contains  coal.  The  term  is  now  used  in  a  more  enlarged 
sense,  and  may  be  applied  to  any  rocks  containing  coal. 

Chalybeate.    Impregnated  with  iron. 

Chert.  A  siliceous  mineral,  approaching  to  chalcedony,  fKnt 
aiW  hornstone.      It  is  usually  found  jn  limestone. 

Chlorite.    A  soft  green  scaly  mineral,  slightly  unctuous. 

Chhritic  Slate.     Slate  containing  chlorite. 

Clinckstone.  A  slaty  feldspathic  or  basaltic  rock,  which  is  so- 
norous when  struck. 

Cleavage.  The  separation  of  the  laminae  of  rocks  and  mine- 
rals in  certain  constant  directions.  They  are  not  always  parallel 
to  the  planes  of  stratification,  but  are  often  mistaken  for  them. 

Cod  formation.  Cod  measures.  These  terms  are  consider- 
ed synonymous,  and  refer  to  the  great  deposite  of  coal  in  the  oH- 
er  secondary  rockis,  which  has  been  called  the  ^  independent  coal 
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formiition*''  There  are,  however^  depb^Rtes  of  carbonaceous  mat** 
ter  in  all  the  geological  periods,  and  several  of  them  might  also 
be  called  coal  formations. 

ConformaMe.  When  strata  are  arranged  parallol'to  each  oth- 
er, like  the  leaves  of  a  book,  they  are  said  to  be  conformable. 
O^r  strata  lying  across  the  edges  of  these  may  be  conformable 
among  themselves,  but  unconforrhdkie  to  the  first  set  of  strata. 

CmghmeraJ^  or  Paddingstone.  Rocks  composed  of  rounded 
masses,  pebbles  and  gravel,  cemented  together  by  a  siliceous,  cal* 
Careous,  or  argillaceous  cement. 

Cretaceous,    Belonging  to  the  chalk  formation. 

Crop  out  and  oat  crop.  Terms  employed  by  geologists  and 
mining  engineers,  to  express  the  emergence  of  rooE  ki  place,  09 
the  surface  of  the  earth,  at  the  locality  vrhere  it  is  said'  to  crop 
out 

Crystdine.  Arf  assemblage  of  imperfectly  defined  crystals^ 
Jike  loaf  sugar  and  common  white  marble. 

IMUiu    Alluvial  land  formed  at  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

Denudation,  A  term  used  to  express  the  bare  state  of  the 
rocks  over  which  currents  of  water  have  formerly  swept,  and 
hid  the  rocks  bare,  or  excavated  them  to  form  valleys  of  denuda- 
tion. 

Deooddisce,     To  separate  oxygen  from  a  body. 

Detritus.  Broken  and  removed  portions  of  rock  which  have 
been  operated  upon  by  waters  or  the  atmosphere ;  frequently 
transported  by  currents  to  great  distances. 

Dykes.  A  kind  of  vein  intersecting  the  strata,  and  usually  fill- 
ed with  some  uostratified  igneous  rock,  such  as  granite^  trap  or 
iava;  Tbes^  materials  are  supposed  to  have  been  injected  iit  a 
XaAmA  state  into  great  rents  or  fissures  in  the  rooks. 

DUuinum  and  Viluvion.  Deposltes  of  boulders,  pebbles  and 
gmvei,  which  many  geologists  have  supposed  were  produced  by 
a  diluvial  wave  or  deluge  sweeping  over  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
•  D^^  Where  strata  are  not  horizontal,  the  direction  in  which 
Ifaeir  planes  sink  or  pluncie,  is  called  the  direction  of  the  cKp,  and 
dieangle  of  incKnation,  the  angle  of  dip. 

Dohmite.  A  magnesian  limestone  belonging  to  the  primary 
€iass.  It  is  usually  granular  in  its  structure,  and  of  a  firiable  tex- 
ture. 

Dunes.    Sand  raised  into  hills  and  drifts  by  the  wind. 

Earih^s  Crust.  The  superficial  parts  of  our  planet  which  are 
accessible  to  human  observation. 

Eocene.    The  strata  deposited  during  the  oldest  of  the  tertiary 
epochs,  as,  for  example,  the  Paris  Basin. 
:    Estuaries:    Inlets  of  sea  into  the  land.    The  tides  and  fii'esh 
wiler  streams  mingle  and  flow  into  them.    They  include  not  on- 
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ly  the  portiDD  oTUie  sea  ftdjaoenC  to  the  mcniiutidnreirn^  bvl  ex« 
tend  to  the  limit  of  tide  water  on  these  t treams. 

ExuvitB.     In  Geology,  fossil  remains. 

Fault.  A  dislocAtion  of  strata,  at  which  the  layers  on  one  mde 
of  a  dyke  or  fissurehave  sliddcn  past  the  eurrcspooding  ones,  oo 
the  other.  These  dislocatioos  are  often  acoooopaniod  by  a  dyke. 
They  vary  froin  a  few  lines  to  aevertti  hundred  feet 

Feldspar.  One  of  the  simple  miaerali^  aodt  nett  to  qoarti*  one 
of  the  most  abundant  in  nature. 

Ferruginous.    Containing  iron. 

Flmnatile.    Belonging  to  a  river. 

Formation,  A  group  ot*  rocks  which  were  formed  during  a 
particular  period,  or  which  are  raferrtd  to  a  commoo  origin. 

fbesih.  The  remaios  of  animats  and  plants  found  buried  in 
the  earth,  or  enclosed  in  rocks.  Some  of  these  are  but  slightly 
ehaoged,  others  are  petrified  and  the  organic  replaced  by  mineral 
matter ;  some  have  decayed  and  left  the  impression  of  the  bodiei; 
while  others  have  been  formed  by  mineral  matter  deposited  in  the 
cavities  left  by  the  decay  of  the  organic  foody*  These  Jast  are 
called  OitsUf.  The  term  petrifaction  is  applied  t^  those  cases  in 
wMch  organic  matter  has  been  replaced  by  mineral  tubstanoesL 
The  form  and  structure  of  the  oiiginal  body  both  remain.  lo 
casts  the  exterior  form  alone  is  preserved.  Fossils  are  also  call- 
ed organic  remains. 

FosiUtferous.    Containing  organic  remains. 

Galena,    An  ore  of  lead  composed  of  lead  and  sulphur. 

Oamet.  A  simple  mineral,  which  is  usually  red  and  crystal- 
lised.    It  is  abundant  in  most  primitive  rociw.  . 

Gneiss.  A  stratified  primary  rock,  composed  of  the  flume  nia«> 
terials  asgranite«  but  the  mica  is  distributed  in  parallel  la>eoi| 
which  give  it  a  striped  aspect        « 

Gfeoiie.  G^odtferous.  Geodes  are  small  cavities  in  K)ck»  ge« 
nemliy  lined  with  quartzose  or  oakareous  ohrystals. 

deology.  A  science  which  has  for  its  object  to  investigate  the 
struoture  of  the  earth,  the  materiala  of  which  it  is  composec),  iba 
manner  in  which  these  are  arran^^ed,  with  regard  to  each  olM*  t 
and  it  conidders  the  action  of  all  natural  causes  in  fruduohog 
changes,  such  as  the  efibcta  of  frost,  rain,  floods,  tides,  curreoi^ 
winds,  earthquakes,  and  volcanoes. 

Economiad  Cholegy  refers  to  the  applications  of  fp^eologiea]  (acts 
and  observations  to  the  useful  purposes  4>f  civilized  life. 

Granite.  An  unstratified  rock,  composed  generally  of  quarts 
feldspar  and  mica,  and  it  is  usually  associaned  with  the  oidM  of 
the  stratified  rocks. 

Grofpcacke,  Grauwacke.  A  groupe  of  strata  in  the  tOMtfkion 
of  rocks ;  but  the  term  has  been  so  indefimtdy  appliedt  that  olhar 
names  will  probably  be  substituted. 
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A  tipp  rock,  composed  or  homlden^  and  Md- 

Chii.    A  coarse-grained  sandstone. 

Oypmm.  A  miiieral,  c<im|)f>8ed  of  sulphuric  acid  and  lime,  and 
extensively  osed  as  a  stiimilat)!  manure,  and  for  making  stoooo 
and  pkster  casts,  dec.     It  is  alsocallcd  Plaster  ot  Paris. 

Hombhmie^  A  nttneral  c»f  a  Hark  green  or  black  color,  and 
which  is  a  constituent  part  of  greenstime. 

iforfiKoiie.  A  siliceous  mineral,  approaching  to  flint  in  its 
character. 

In  SiiUi    In  their  original  position,  where  they  were  formed. 

Laminae.  The  thin  layers  into  which  strata  are  divided,  but 
to  which  they  are  not  always  paraliei 

lacmstrim.  Belonging  to  a  lake.  Depositions  formed  in  an- 
cient as  well  as  modern  lakes,  are  called  hicustrine  depoeites. 

Landdip.  It  is  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  land  down  an  in- 
clined stmabe.  It  is  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  water  be- 
neath, wttich  either  washes  away  the  support  of  the  superincum- 
bent mass,  or  so  saturates  the  materials,  that  they  become  a  slip- 
pery paste. 

line  of  Beming^  is  the  direction  of  the  intersection  of  the  planes 
of  the  strata  with  the  plane  of  the  horinm. 

Ipgnth.  Wood  naturally  carbonised  and  converted  into  a  kind 
of  coal  in  the  earth.  * 

LUioraL    Belonging  to  the  shore. 

Loam.    A  mixture  of  sand  and  clay. 

Mural  Shcarpment  A  rocky  din  with  aface  nearly  vertical, 
like  «  wail. 

MammiUiiry.  A  surface  studded  with  smooth  small  segments 
of  spheres,  like  the  swell  of  the  breasts. 

Mammofh.    An  exttnct  species  of  the  elephant 

Mori.  By  this  term  an  argillaceous  carbonate  of  fime  »  usu- 
ally implied.  By  custom,  its  signification  is  much  more  extended, 
and  nnenns  mineral  substances,  which  act  as  stimulating  or  ferti- 
lixifi:g  mamres.  Th^re  are  clay  marls^  shell  marls,  and  various 
others. 

Marly  clay.    CIny  containing  carbonate  of  lime. 

Mastodon.  A  genus  of  extinct  fossil  animals  alKed  to  the  ele- 
phant. They  are  so  called  from  the  form  of  the  grinders,  which 
have  their  surfaces  ciMrered  with  conical  mammillary  crests. 

Mabix,  The  mineral  mass  in  which  a  simple  mineral  is  im*- 
bedded,  is  called  its  mtArix  or  gangue. 

Megatherium.  A  fossil  extinct  quadruped  resembttng  a  gi- 
gantic sloth. 

Mechanical  origin^  Rocks  of.  Rocks  composed  of  sand,  peb- 
bles or  fragnients,  are  so  called,  to  distinguish  them  from  those  of 
a  unifiNVi  crystaUme  tettora,  which  are  of  chemieal  origin. 
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Mka*    A  simple  mineral  haviog  a  ^^^  silvery  fodMe,  and 

capable  of  being  split  into  very  thin  elastic  leaves  or  scales.    Tin 
brilliant  scales  in  granite  and  gneiss  are  mica. 

Mica  Slate.  One  of  the  stratified  rocks  belongiog  to  the  pri- 
mary class.  It  is  generally  fissile,  and  is  characterized,  by  bc^og 
composed  of  mica  at^  quartz,  of  which  the  former  either  predo* 
minates,  or  is  disposed  in  layers,  so  that  its  flat  sur&ttes  give  it 
the  appearance  of  predominating. 

.  Miocene.    One  of  the  deposites  of  the  tertiary  epoch.    It  is 
more  recent  than  the  eocene,  and  older  than  the  pliocene. 

Mollutca.  Molluscous  animals.  *^  Animals,  such  as  shell  fish, 
which,  being  devoid  of  bones,  have  soft  bodies." 

Mountain  Limestone.  '*  A  series  of  limestone  strata,  of  whicb 
the  geological  position  is  immediately  below  the  coal  measures, 
and  with  which  they  also  sometimes  alternate." 

Muriate  of  Soda.    Common  salt. 

Naphtha.  A  fluid,  volatile,  inflammable  mineral,  which  is  com* 
mon  in  volcanic  districts,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  salt  springs  of 
the  United  States. 

New  Red  Sandstone.  "  A  series  of  sandy  and  argtllaceoaa» 
and  often  calcareous  strata,  the  prevailing  color  of  which  is  brick 
red,  but  containing  portions  which  are  greenish  grey.  These  oc- 
cur often  in  spots  and  stripes,  so  that  the  series  has  sometimes 
been  called  the  variegated  sandstone.  The  European,  so  called^ 
lies  in  a  geological  position  immediately  above  the  coal  mea- 
sures." 

Nodule.    A  rounded,  irregular  shaped  lump  or  massw 

Old  Red  Sandstone.  **  A  stratified  rock,  belonging  to  the  car- 
boniferous group  of  Europe." 

Oolite,  oolitic.  "  A  limestone*  so  named,  because  it  is  compos- 
ed of  rounded  particles  like  the  roe  or  eggs  of  fish.  The  name  is 
also  applied  to  a  large  group  of  strata  characleri^  by  pecoGar 
fossils." 

Organic  Remains.    See  FbssUs. 

Orthoceratite.  The  remains  of  an  extinct  genus  of  mollosoous 
animals,  called  Cephalopoda.  The  orthoceratites  are  loo^ 
straight,  conical  chambered  shells. 

Oul'Crop,    See  Crop  out. 

Out-liers.  Hills  or  ranges  of  rock  strata,  occurring  at  some 
distance  from  the  general  mass  of  the  formalioos  to  which  they 
belong.  Many  of  these  have  been  caused  by  denudatioOf  having 
removed  parts  of  the  strata  which  once  connected  the  out-liers 
with  the  DCMiin  mass  of  the  formation. 

Oxide.  A  combination  of  oxygen  with  another  body.  The 
term  is  usually  limited  to  such  combinations  as  do  not  present  ac- 
tive acid  or  alkaline  properties. 

Palaeontology.    A  science  which  treats  of  ibssil  remains^ 
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PimliUf*    .A^<»teareoMe  oiHo^^li  composed  eil  rounded  coiicre- 

tioDS  like  peas.  ,     . 

Pliocene.  The  upper,  or  more  recent  tertiary  strata*  This 
group  , of. 8trc^i$.  divided  into  the.  older  and  newer  pUoeene 
rocks. 

PeUvkUm^  A.  Uquid  mineral  pitoh^  Ji  is  cooiaitxn  ia,  ther.  re- 
gion ^  salt  sprii^?  in  the  United  Slates.       .  ,: 

Porphyry.  A  term  applied  to  every  speciQS  q(  wsAxaiiSfid 
rock,  in  which  detached  crystals;  of  feldspar  nrQ  di^flsed  tiMnaugh 
aeomptct  base  of  other  noil  leral  eotaposiiiot?*  .     .     ^ 

Pi^uctus.    An  extinct  g^nus  of  fossil  hivaWe  ;iboU«f 

Pioftk  C%.  One  of  t^  \)eda  of  tha  f^JoenQ.  peiriod.  The 
.plaMic  clay  fgrimtlonis  liao^ftly  coi^poscdrof  saods  withtaavooiftle 
beds  of  clay.  :..    , 

Pudding,  i$Ume^    See  Gongloamrate^ 

Pyrites.  A  mineral,  composed  of  sulphur  andiron.  It  it  usu- 
ally of  a  brass  yellowy  briUiaat,  often  ccystaliaed;  and  frequently 
mistaken  for  g^ld 

Quartz.  A  simple  mineral,  coniposied  of  siiex.  Reck  erysttil 
is  an  example  of  \hi>.  rpineral. 

Bock.  All  mineral  beds,  whether  of  sand,  clay,  or  firmly  ag- 
gregated masses,  are  called  rocks,  ^ 

Sandstone,    A  r^ek  composed  of  aggregated  grains  of  saod^ 

&iiimru.    Animals  belonging  to  the  lizard  tribe. 

Schist.     Slate. 

SewUf  "  Tbia  layers  which  separate  strata  of  greater  mag- 
nitudfi."         -  *  ^ 

Soewfcfciry  Strata,  ''  An  extepsive  serie»  of  the^stratified  roeks » 
whict^  eompose  the  crust  of  the  globei  with  certain  characters  in 
common,  whicli  distinguish  them  from  another  series  below  them, 
called  primary,  and  another  above  them,  called  tertiaJryr** , 

SedimmU^ryJto^ — Are  thoae  which  have  beea  formed  by 
their  materials  having  baan  thrown  down  from  a  state  of  taspai* 
^on  or  aolution  in  ^aier.  *       .    \ 

Seleniten    Crystaliaed  gypsum. 

Septaria.  Flattened  balls  of  stone,  which  have  been  knore  or 
less  ccackod  in  diflTerent  directions,  and  cemented  together  by  mi- 
neral matter  whicK  fills  the  fissures* 

Serp&Uine.  A  rock  composed  principally  of,  bydraied  silicate 
of  magaesia.  .  It  is  genet  ally  an  unstratified  roQk» 

Shme.    An  indurated  slaty, day,  which  is  very  flssiiep 

Shell  Marl — Fresh  loater  Shell  Marl  A  deposite  of  fresh  wi- 
ter  shells,  which,  have  disintegrated  lute  a.  grey  *^r  white  pulveru- 
if^tmiss^ 

Shingle.  The  loose  water-worn  gravel  and  pebbles  on  sborqa 
and  coasts^ 
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JSSeoo.    The  n&me  of  one  of  the  pure  earths, ^icliii  ttiebaie 

of  flint,  quartz,  and  most  sands  and  sandstones. 

Siliceous.    Containing  silex. 

SiU.  *'  The  more  comminuted  sand,  clay  and  earth,  which  b 
transported  by  running  water.** 

Simple  iftRf  rob— Are  composed  of  a  single  mineral  substance* 
Rocks  are  generally  aggregates  of  several  simple  mmerals  ce- 
mented together^ 

Skfte.    A  rock  dividing  teto  thin  layers. 

Stalactite.  Concreted  carbonate  of  Kme,  hangfa^  from  the 
roofs  of  caves,  and  like  icicles  in  form. 

'StalagmUes.  Crusts  and  irregular  shaped  masses  of  concreted 
carbonate  of  limer  formed  on  the  [floors  of  caves,  by  deposites 
from  the  dripping  of  water. 

Stratification.    An  arrangement  of  rooks  in  strata. 

Sttika.    Layers  of  rock  parallel  to  each  other. 

Stratum*    A  layer  of  rocks ;  one  of  the  strata. 

Strike.  The  direction  in  which  the  edges  of  strata  oix)p  ottt^ 
It  18  synonymous  with  line  of  bearing. 

Syenite  and  Sienite.  A  granitic  rock,  in  which  hornblende  re- 
places the  mica. 

Synclinal  line  and  Synclinal  axis.  When  the  strata  d!p  down- 
ward in  opposite  directions,  like  the  sides  of  a  gutter. 

Talus.  In  gedlogy,  a  sloping  heap  of  broken  rocks  and  stones 
at  the  foot  of  many  cliffs. 

tefiiary  Strata^  "  A  series  of  sedimentary  rocks,  with  cha- 
racters which  distinguish  them  from  two  other  great  series  of 
strata — the  secondary  and  primarv^which  lie  beneath  them.** 

TBSt&oea.    ^  MoHiiiscous  animafs,  having  a  shelly  covering.** 

Tepid.    Warm. 

Thermal*     Hot 

Thin  out  Strata  which  diminish  in  thickness  umH  ibey  disap- 
^r,  arc  said  to  fftm  out. 

Trap — Trappean  rocks.  ^  Ancient  volcanic  rocks,  composed  ol 
feldspar,  hornolende  and  augite.  Basalt,  greenstone,  amygdaloid, 
'and  ddomite,  are  trap  rocks. 

TraPet^n.  **  A  concretionary  limestone,  hard  and  semi-crys- 
taline,  deposited  from  the  water  of  springs.** 
•  Tvfa  Calcareous.  ••  A  porous  rock,  deposited  by  Mifoareous 
waters  on  exposure  to  air,  and  usually  containing  portions  of 
plants  and  other  organic  substances  incrusted  with  carbonate  of 
-ISme.** 
'    7\tf(7Ceous.    A  texture  of  rock  like  that  of  tuff*. 

Tuff  or  Tufa.    *'  An  Italian  name  for  a  volcanic  rook  ^f  an 
-earthy  texture.** 

Unconformable. — See  conformable. 

Veins.    Cracks  and  fissures  in  rocks  filled  with  stony  or  me- 
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taHie  maUer.    Most  of  the  ores  are  obtained  from  metallic 
▼eiof. 

Zm^phyies.    Coral  sponges  and  other  aquatic  animals  allied  to 
them. 
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(No-  24.) 

Communication  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Internal  Improvement,  transmitting  the  survey  and 
estimates  for  a  Railroad  from  Genterville,  via  Lock- 
port,  Geneva  and  Cassopolis,  to  Niles. 

Office  of  Internal  Improvement,  / 
Detroit,  February  9,  J839.      \ 

To  tlte  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 

In  obedience  to  a  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature,  approved 
April  3d,  1838,  directing  the  commissioners  oT  internal  improve- 
ment ^  to  cause  a  correct  and  accurate  survey  and  estimate  of  a 
railroad  route  on  the  best  and  most  eligible  ground  from  Centcr- 
ville,  via  Lockport,  Geneva  and  Cassopolis,  to  Niles,  to  be  made, 
and  to  report  said  survey  and  estimate  to  the  legislature  of  this 
state  at  its  next  annual  session,"  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting 
to  the  legislature  the  report  of  the  survey  and  estimates  on  said 
railroad  route,  made  by  Erastus  Hurd,  Esq.  The  map  and  pro- 
files of  said  survey  are  on  file  in  this  <;ffice. 
By  order  of  the  board. 

E.  H.  LOTHROP,  President. 


REPORT,  &c. 

To  tfie  Hon.  Edwin  H.  Lothrop,  President  of  the  Board  of  In- 
ternal Improvement, 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  instructions  which  I  received  by  letter 
bearing  date  July  6,  1838,  a  copy  of  which  is  here  inserted : 

•*  Sir  :  The  legislature  at  its  last  session,  by  resolution  directed 
the  board  of  internal  improvement  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made 
from  Centerville,  in  the  county  of  St.  Joseph,  via  Lockport,  Ge- 
neva, Cassopolis,  to  Niles,  in  Berrien  county.  The  object  of  the 
survey  is  to  obtain  such  information  that  w'ill  enable  the  legisla- 
ture to  establish  judiciously  the  location  of  the  wsstern  part  of  the 
southern  railroad.  For  that  object  you  have  been  employed  to 
make  such  examination  and  survey. 

**  1st.  I  wish  you  to  commence  in  the  village  of  Centerville,  at 
such  a  point  on  the  piesent  surveyed  line  of  the  southern  railroad 
as  will  in  your  opinion  best  promote  the  public  interest.  But  if 
on  examination  it  should  not  be  found  practicable  to  diverge  from 
the  present  surveyed  line  within  the  limits  of  said  village,  you  will 
be  at  liberty  to  commence  at  such  point  on  said  surveyed  line. 
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east  of  said  vitlage,  as  in  yotrr  opinion  will  be  for  the  interest^ 
the  state.    At  the  same  time  note  your  reasons  for  so  doing. 

*<  2d.  In  prosecnting  the  survey  west,  I  wish  you;  before  detdiv 
mining  on  any  particular  route,  to  give  the  ooontry  such  an  ex^ 
amimitioQ  as  will  enable  you  to  adopt  that  route,  touching  at  or 
near  as  possible  the  points  named  in  the  resolution  of  ihe  legislo* 
ture,  as  will  best  combine  cheapness,  permanence  and  durability. 
•'  3d.  You  will  connect  your  survey  at  or  near  the  village  of 
Niles  with  the  survey  of  last  year,  at  such  points  as  you  shall 
think  most  proper. 

•*  4th.  I  wish  you  would  be  particular  to  note  from  day  to  day, 
in  making  your  survey,  the  general  face  of  the  country,  the 
character  of  the  soil,  timber,  &c.,  and  every  fact  that  .will  enable 
the  legislature  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  route. 

*'  5th.  After  completing  the  survey,  you  will  make  out  a  profile 
of  the  route  or  routes  surveyed,  accompanied  by  a  full  estimate 
(flpf  the  expense  of  constructing  said  railroad  from  Centerville  te 
Miles,  ana  place  the  sanne  in  the  railroad  office  at  Detroit,  in  the 
care  of  Mr.  Adams.** 

The  survey  in  conformity  to  these  instructions,  has  been  made; 
and  I  herewith  present  to  you  a  report  in  detail  of  my  proceed- 
ings and  the  estimated  cost  of  said  road,  together  with  maps  and 
profiles  of  the  same ;  also  the  topography  of  the  country  carefully 
delineated  in  such  manner  as  to  show  in  perspective  the  variod 
features  of  the  country  as  were  found  to  exist  on  the  line  of  our 
examination,  embracing  a  belt  from  one  half  to  three  miles  in 
breadth  on  each  of  the  respective  lines ;  also  a  careful  admeasure- 
ment  of  the  several  streams  has  been  made,  and  the  aggregate 
quantity  of  water  in  cubic  feet  per  minute,  will  be  found  in  an- 
other part  of  this  report.  A  journal  of  each  day's  proceedings  hat 
been  kept,  carefully  noting  the  general  character  of  the  country, 
the  quality  of  the  soil,  and  the  variety  of  timber  which  was  met 
with  on  the  several  lines  examined,  from  which  I  deduce  4he  fcJ- 
lowing: 

On  the  16th  of  July  last,  I  proceeded  with  my  company  from 
Three  Rivers  to  Centerville,  for  the  purpose  of  commencing  the 
survey  designated  in  your  instructions.  I  waa  accompanii^  by 
Mr.  rierson,  of  Liockport  a  g'^ntleman  from  whose  general  ac- 
quaintance with  that  section  of  the  country,  I  gained  much  infor- 
mation, which  nraterially  served  to  expedite  the  survey  over  that 
section  lying  between  Centerville  and  Lockport.  On  arriving  at 
Centerville^  a  careful  examination  was  made  in  the  vicinity,  and 
of  the  surrounding  country,  particularly  of  Prairie  river,  the  valley 
of  which  presents  the  only  obstacle,  if  it  may  be  called  such,  lying 
'  between  Centerville  and  Lockport.  It  being  found  practicable  to 
diverge  from  the  line,  as  run  by  Mr.  Dutton  on  the  village  plat, 
the  point  of  commencement  was  therefore  determined  by  that 
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portion  of  my  iostruotioni  relating  to  this  poioC  thoogb  it  ii  the 
opioioD  of  your  enginoer  that  the  line  would  not  only  be  ahorteoed 
but  lessened  in  expense  by  commendag  at  a  point  a  mile  or  more 
east  of  tbe  village,  crossing  the  Tillage  plat  more  to  the  north  than 
it  is  as  now  run*  thence  to  Prairie  river,  crossing  that  stream  at 
tbe  point  now  crossed  by  the  survey. 

Tbe  survey  commenced  at  a  station  marked  1704,  standing 
two  chains  east  of  the  road  leading  from  Centerville  to  Constan- 
tine,  and  diverges  from  Mr.  button's  line  under  an  angle  of  28^ 
50* :  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  plains  on  the  west  side  of  Pnu- 
rie  river.  This  coarse  will  not  only  admit  of  establishing  a  curve 
of  large  radius  but  will  also  enable  us  to  cross  the  river  at  a 
point  the  most  advantageous  of  any  for  some  miles,  either  lo  the 
north  or  south  of  the  line.  At  this  point  the  valley  is  narrow,  not 
exceeding  six  chains  in  breadth.  Immediately  aoove  and  below, 
the  va^lley  becomes  expanded  into  a  wide  spread  marsh.  From 
Prairie  nver  to  the  St  Joseph  no  obstacle  of  importance  occurs, 
.  the  general  character  of  the  country  being  that  of  a  plain,  occa- 
sionally rising  into  slight  undulating  ridges,  and  a  few  instanoes 
into  irregular  broken  knobs ;  its  general  inclination  is  to  the  south 
amd  west,  and  the  only  desideratum  in  the  selection  of  a  route 
seems  to  be  in  choosing  that  which  shall  be  the  most  direct*  at  the 
tame  time  avoiding  Uie  marshes  whicli  arc  occasionally  inter- 
spersed through  that  section  of  the  country,  and  lie  from  18  to  24 
feet  below  the  surrounding  plains.  On  approaching  the  TalJe^  of 
the  St.  Joseph  river,  two  routes  were  examined,  crossing  the  nver 
at  different  points,  intersecting  each  other  on  the  plains  west  of  the 
St  Joseph,  as  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanyioff  map  and 
profile— one  line  crossing  at  the  Indian  fording  place,  me  other  at 
buck's  ferry.  The  latter,  from  shortness  of  distance  and  cheap- 
ness of  route,  has  been  selected.  This  route  also  passes  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  village  of  Three  Rivers,  situate  at  the  junction  of 
Rock,  Portage  acS  St  Joseph  rivers,  and  will  doubtless  ultimately 
be  connected  with  Lockport,  and  become  one  and  the  same  in  in- 
terest and  pursuit. 

Surrounded  as  this  place  is,  by  a  wide  spread,  rich  and  fertile 
country,  embracing  within  itself  an  immense  water  power,  fiiUy 
adequate  to  manufacture  the  (products  of  (at  no  far  distant  day,)  a 
densely  populated  country,  cannot  fail  to  become  a  place  of  miush 
importance  and  great  utility  to  that  weciion  of  the  country.  FVom 
Lockport,  west,  the  line  bears  more  southerly,  crossing  the  plains 
Iving  between  the  St  Joseph  and  a  range  cf  ridges  which  skirt 
this  plain  on  the  west  and  makes  in  a  northwesterly  and  souUi- 
easterly  direction,  generally  rising  widi  bokl  acclivity,  broken  into 
irregular  disconnected  knobs,  varying  from  a  few  feet  to  more 
than  one  hundred  in  height,  above  the  adjacent  plains.  Yarioas 
lines  were  examined  through  these  ridges,  in  order  to  ascertam 
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die  most  accessible  point  from  the  (dains,  and  which  resahed  in 
obtaioiog  a  route  with  a  grade  not  exceeding  86  76-100  feet  per 
mile,  or  an  expensive  one,  as  seen  by  reference  to  estimated  cost 
p(  sections.  After  passing  this  barrier,  the  line  talies  the  soutbem 
declivity  of  this  elevated  land,  the  face  of  the  country  soon  be* 
cominr?  more  even,  the  surface  slightly  undulating  and  presentiQg 
a  rich  fertile  farming  district,  the  more  elevated  p^rts  of  the  ridge 
occasionally  broken,  bnt  densely  covered  with  heavy  and  valua* 
ble  timber  The  outlet  of  Grass  lake  and  low  depression  of  the 
country  immediately  west  of  the  outlet,  together  with  the  crossiog 
of  the  outlet  of  Lilly  lake,  are  the  only  obstacles  of  an  expensive 
character  met  with,  from  the  breaking  through  the  ridge  west  of 
St  Joseph  river  and  Cassopolis.  The  general  character  of  tkm 
country  is  slightly  undulating,  and  in  a  few  instances,  broken ;  has 
an  inclination  to  the  south,  a  rich  fertile  soil,  and  generally  well 
adapted  to  agricultural  purposes ;  timber,  oak  openings,  occasioQ- 
ally  intersperse  with  belts  of  valuable  timbered  land,  the  rid^ 
on  the  right  gradually  receding  to  the  ni>rth,  forming  the  high 
lands  on  which  Mclntorter's,  Christiana,  and  some  of  the  tributa* 
ries  of  the  Dowagiac,  take  their  rise,  respectively  making  east» 
fOQth  and  west.  From  a  point  east  of  Christiana  creek,  a  line 
was  examined  diverging  from  the  main  line  to  the  south,  crossing 
Christiana  creek  near  James  OdelPs  mills,  and  intersectii^  the 
main  line  at  Geneva.  This  line  was  found  to  increase  the  dis« 
tance  21  chains,  and  in  excavation  and  embankment,  17»574  cu* 
bic  yards.  The  district  over  which  this  line  passes  is  mostly 
even,  and  that  portion  lying  west  of  Christiana  creek  covered 
with  valuable  timber.  From  Cassopolis  west,  much  examinatioo 
was  nnade  to  enable  me  to  cross  the  ridges  immediately  on  the 
west  of  the  village,  and  descend  the  western  declivity  with  a  fa* 
vorable  grade  to  the  marshes,  which  make  from  the  base  of  those 
ridges  in  a  south  and  westerly  direction.  These  examinations  re- 
sulted in  determining  a  route  with  a  grade  of  85  87*100  feet  per 
mile,  in  the  descent  of  the  western  declivity ;  from  thence  to  the 
south  end  of  Barren  lake  the  line  traverses  a  range  of  nMrshet, 
occasionally  crossing  narrow  belts  of  low  plains.  I'he  country 
on  either  side  lying  in  undulating  ridges  or  wide  extended  plaint 
and  marshes;  timber  openings ;  the  soil  of  the  plains  is  sand  and 
gravelly  loam,  the  marshes  are  of  that  character,  which  can  ret* 
dily  be  retrieved  from  the  pi^sent  state»  to  that  of  producing  the 
finest  quality  of  English  grass.  From  Barren  lake  to  Niles  the 
country  is  very  even,  and  the  last  two  miles  a  heavy  inclination 
to  the  west.  From  the  obstruction  nnet  with  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cassopolis,  I  was  induced  to  make  an  examination  of  a  more 
northern  rente,  diver^ng  from  the  main  line  a  few  chains  east  of 
Young's  prairie,  bearing  more  northerly,  passing  to  the  north  of 
Lagriuig^  prairie^  (near  Lagrange,)  crossing  M(£eaiiey's  i 
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Pocagon  prairie»  (near  Summervi'le ;)  ihence  down  ibe  vaH^y  of 
the  Dowagiac  to  Niles.  This  route  has  an  increased  distaoce  of 
two  niiles  and  29  57-100  chains,  with  an  estimated  cost  of  940r 
781  41*100  more  than  tlie  Cassopolis  route,  ^s  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  estimated  cost  of  sections.  This  increased  co«t 
occurs  on  sections  J\o.  6  and  7,  near  Lagrange,  and  may  be 
avoided  by  bearing  more  to  the  soutjj,  crossing  the  north  part  of 
Lagrange  prairie,  not  varying  the  hne  as  ran,  to  exceed  twenty 
or  thirty  chaips  tu  the  south, — but  the  increased  distance  cannot 
be  materially  lessened.  The  country  over  which  this  line  passes 
is  much  the  same  from  the  diverging  point  to  Lagrange,  as  was 
£>uiid  on  the  Cassopolis  route.  From  Lagrange  to  Niles  the 
country  has  an  even  surface,  a  rich,  fertile  soil,  and  variously  in* 
(ersperscd  with  openings,  [)rairie  and  timbered  land ;  inclioation 
of  surface  Xo  tiie  north  and  west. 

-  The  Dowagiac,  a  stream  of  considerable  importance,  which 
makes  nearly  in  a  parallel  course  with  the  line  examined,  has  se- 
3^eral  mills  in  operation,  and  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  far  greater 
power  than  is  now  used,  if  properly  controlled  and  applied,  and 
many  sites  of  importance  which  now  remaifi  unimproved,  will  be 
of  much  value  to  the  country  when  the  demands  of  a  dense  po- 
pulated district  shall  call  them  into  existence. 

Throiigh  the  line  abundance  of  limber  is  found  for  all  the  pur- 
poses requisite  for  the  construction  ol*  a  road,  and  sawed  timber 
may  be  obtained  at  mills  not  exceeding  in  any  case  a  distance  of 
eight  miles. 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  constructing  this  route  of  the  southern 
railroad,  the  estimates  are  based  upon  a  sin;^Ie  track  of  railway, 
with  a  graded  surface  of  twenty  feel,  including  side  ditclies,  where 
there  is  excavation,  and  fourteen  feet  wide  oa  embankment,  with 
slopes  of  one  and  a  half  horizontal  to  one  foot  vertical. 

-  By  reference  to  the  table  of  grades,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
maximum  grade  does  not  in  any  case  exceed  that  established  by 
Mr.  Dutton,  engineer  on  the  southern  railroad.  For  the  greater 
convenience  of  describing  the  character  of  the  soil,  timber  and 
fece  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  show  the  cost  of  constructing 
drflecpQt  parts  of  the  line,  I  have  divided  the  line  into  sections  of 
dghty^one  ebains  each,  accompanied  with  tabular  views,  of  the 
estimated  cost,  together  with  a  table  of  grades,  showing  the  alti- 
tude and  depression  from  the  plain  of  Ccnterville.  Also,  a  table 
exhibiting  the  volume  of  water  (in  cubic  feet  per  minute)  of  the 
several  streams  crossed  on  the  route  of  the  examuiation. 

The  length  of  the  main  line  from  Centerville,  via  Lockport, 
Geneve,  Cassopolis,  to  Niles,  is  forty  miles,  thirty-five  forty-three 
one  hundredth  chains.  From  Centerville,  via  Lockport,  La- 
grange»  Summerville,  to  Niles,  is  forty-two  miles  and  hixty-five 
obaiiw*-<-divided  into  and  estimated  by  sections  as  follows : 
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Section  No.  1, 
Gnotakifl  81  cbains ;  oomindiices  at  station  No^  1704,  standing  on 
the  Tillage  plat  of  CentenriUe,  two  chains  east  of  the  road  leading 
from  CenterFille  to  Constantino,  and  on  line  said  to  have  been  run 
by  Joseph  S.  Datton,  engineer,  A.  D.  1887.  Over  the  first  42 
chains  the  line  passes  over  an  even  sqrface,  thence  ci'ossing  the 
valley  of  Prairie  river,  with  a  grade  of  17  1-d  feet  above  the  wa- 
ter, continues  over  a  slight  undulating  surface,  terminating  on 
section  3%  town  0  south,  of  range  11  west,  crossing  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  26.  Timber,  white,  yellow,  red,  and  burr 
oak.    Soil,  Mack  sand  and  graveiiy  team. 

This  section  has 
'  14,444  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents,  91,444  40 

5,888      **        •"        embankment,  at  9  cents,  484  02 

Bridges,  108  feet  in  length,  at  89  90  per  foot  run^         l^OOO  80 
Drain^  72  60 

Grabbing  and  clearing,  524  00 

Superstructure^  4,000  00 


88,486  12 


Sketim  No,  2, 

Contains  81  chains ;  passes  over  an  even  surface,  ha 
clination  to  the  west    Timber,  white  oak.     Soil, 
Terminates  on  section  22,  town  6  south,  of  range  11 
6,4]  1  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  cents, 
1,622    "        "         embankment,  at  8  cents, 
•  Grubbing  and  clearing. 
Superstructure, 


85,216  75 


'Section  No.  3, 

,  Contains  81  chains ;  traverses  an  even  surface,  crossing  a  narrow 
ravine  lying  to  the  south  of  St.  Joseph  lake,  and  termmates  near 
the  head  of  said  lake,  on  section  21,  foWn  6  south,  of  range  11 
west.  Inclination  of  surface,  soil  and  timber  as  last  described. 
Has 

1,438  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cents, 
4,958    *'        **  embankment,  at  9  cents, 

Drains, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 
,  Superstructure^ 


•115  04 

446  22 

72  60 

558  00 

4,000  00 

•5,191  86 

64 
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Section  Nix  A, 
GontainB  81  chains ;  at  the  end  of  12  cbiios,  orois  a  t^vioe  at  the 
head  of  St.  Joseph  lake,  theoce^over  an  even  8urfiitoe,1o  the  iatt 
half,  whrch  has  an  undulating  stirfaee,  tothfe  end  of  the  fiectioa ; 
being  interspersed  with  marshes,  bo'h.on  the  nortli  and  aoulh  side 
of  line.  These  marshes  are  generaHy  from  20  to  24  feet  below 
the  adjacent  plaint  and  ia  some  instiances,  have  the  appearasoe 
of  Goosiderabie  defrth.  Soil  and  timber  as  last  deaeribed*  This 
aection  terminates  on  section  20^  town  6  9<mik^  of  range  11  west 
Has 

4,491  cubic  yards  of  eacavatbe,-  al  8  oenla  per  yard«    •859  26 
10,633    •«        «         embankment,  at  10  ^  1  fit*  20 

Drains,  72  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  516  00 

Superstructure,  4^000  00 

•6^013  18 

Section  No.  5, 
.Contains  81  chains;  over  the  first  54  chains,  is  somewhat  undula- 
ting, and  to  the  north  of  line,  some  broken,  thence  entering  im- 
r  a  general  eyeo  surface,  to  the  end  of  the  section, 
he  east  bank  of  St.  Joseph  river,  in  the  village  of 
ction  J  9,  town  6  south,  of  range  11  west.  Soil, 
!y  loam  ;  timber,  oak  openings.  Has 
irds  of  excavation,  at  0  cents  per  yard,  #609  12 
'  embankment,  at  12  **  1,410  96 

106  60 
earing,  498  00 

4«000  00 


•6,623  68 

Section  No.  iQ, 

Contains  81  chains ;  crosses  the  St.  Joseph  ri^er  with  a  grade  pf 

187  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.     At  the  end  of  the  first 

Quarter,  enter  on  the  table  land,  on  the  west  side  of  St  Joseph ; 

tnence  generally  over  an  even  surface,  to  the  end  of  the  section, 

terminating  in  improvements  on  section  24,  town  6  south,  of  rai^ 

;  soil,  black  sandy  loam ;  timber,  oak  shrubs.     Has 

:ubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cents  per  yard,    6206  80 

"        '•  embankment,  at  18  "  3,541  SO 

396  feet  in  length,  at  810  80  per  foot  run,         4,276  80 

66  00 

ig  and  dealing,  264  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•12,4]  5  10 
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Section  No*  T, 
C<>hMte  81  chains ;  over  the  first  48  chains»  the  Ithe  fmssies  ov^t 
prairfe  mostly  improved,  thence  to  the  end  of  the  section,  over  tk 
flxnf^ce'  broken  into  small  irregular  knobs  with  a  general  ipclina- 
trc^  of  Burikce  to  the  soulh  and  east ;  soil,  sand  and  gravelly  loam, 
land  highly  timbered  with  oak,  mostly  shrub,  terminates  on  sec- 
tion 23,  town  6  south,  of  range  12  west.     Has 
0,709  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents  per  yard,    I 
51,433    *«        ."  embankment,  at  8  " 

Drains^ 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 
Superstructure,  <, 

•5,771  54 
Section  No.  8, 
Coptoing-81  chains ;  lies  wholly  in  a  ranse  of  ridges  which  skirt 
tho  (ilalii*  situate  on  the  west  side  of  St.  Joseph  river ;  these  ridg* 
es  are  broken  into  irregular  knobs,  having  no  particular  direction 
saving  that  of  the  general  attrtttde^of  the  country  which  lies  in  a 
Mrtbwc^sieriy  tnd  southeasterly-  dirmstkm,  riiese  kmkm  varying'  in' 
alcilude  ffaoi  a  fbv9  feet  io  moretbm  one  bundnsd  above  the  «d« 
jtoent  pimhsi  Tiria  section  aao^ncte  the  eaaeeiH  accKvhy  tlmMagb 
a  ravine  with  ai  grade  trne  of  2%  76^100  feef  per  mile ;  soil^  sand' 
and  gra\^y  loam.  Over  thd  east  tm\f  of  tbrs  sectron  the  land  ia 
lightfy  limbered  with  oak  aad  thicltly  covered  with  brush;  tte 
#est  half  enters  timbered  land  of  beech  and  maple,  and  ternmat^ 
6n' section  26,  town  0  south,  of  range  12  woat  Haa 
]S,527' cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents  per  yd,'  9l»859  70 
S8j9ft^    **        «  embankment,  at  15  cts.     "  4,348  35 

Draioa,  145  20 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  "720  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  70 

f  10,M8  M 

,  S&Hlim  No.  9, 

Cootams  81  chains ;  hatf  an  undulating  and  somewhat  bn^kenf 
surface  over  the  first  half,  thence  over  a  more  even  sorfirce?  incR-» 
ned  to  (he  south,  to  the  end  of  the  section,  which  terminates'  on 
section  27,  town  6  south,  of  range  12  west ;  timber,  beech,  ma:- 

ffe,  whitewood  and  basswood ;  soil,  gravelly  loam*     This  section 
as 

J7,707  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents  per  yd,  •1,770  70 
10,265    «  -         embankment,  at  8  «•  821  52 

Dramr,  145  20 


Carried  forwardi 
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Brou^t  forward,  • 

GmbbiDg  and  deanng,  810  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

♦7,647  42 

Section  No.  10, 
Contabs  81  chains;  passes  over  a  surface  slightly  undulating, 
with  an  inclination  to  the  south  and  west ;  soil  and  timber  as  last 
described ;  land  valuable ;  terminates  on  section  33,  town  6  south* 
of  range  12  west,  crossing  the  southeast  quarter  of  28.  Has 
8,432  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  cents  per  yard,  $758  88 
9,661    •"        "^  embankment,  at  10  '<  966  10 

Drains,  125  40 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•6,660  88 

8ociimNo.n, 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  over  an  undulating  surfiice,  whtch  has 
a  southern  inclination  and  somewhat  broken  on  the  south  of  Hoe 
by  smati  lakes ;  soil,  nndy  loam ;  tintiber,  oak  openings;  terminates 
on  section  32,  town  6  south,  of  range  12  west.  Has 
21,100  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  11  cts«  per  yard,  #2,821  00 
9,142    "^       ^         embankment,  at  9  **  822  78 

Drains,  62  70 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  611  00 

Superstructure,  4/)00  GO 

•7,817  48 

StcticnNo.  12, 

Contain*  81  chains ;  has  an  even  surface  to  the  end  of  the  54th 
chainf  thenoe  crossing  the  outlet  of  Grass  lake  with  a  grade  line 
of  S7^  feet  above  the  creek,  terminates  27  chains  west  of  the 
outlet  on  section  31,  town  6  south,  of  rai^  12  west;  soil  and 
timber  as  last  described.    Has 

27,614  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yd*  •3,313  68 
39,410  '*         embankment,  at  14        **  6^17  40 

Drains,  268  90 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  390  00 

Superstructure,  4.000  00 

•13,489  98 
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Section  No.  18, 
Contains  81  chains ;  the  coantry  over  which  this  section  passes, 
both  to  the  north  and  south  of  fine,  is  much  broken  by  marshes ; 
the  line  generally  crossing  the  narrow  ravines  connecting  the 
marshes  which*  in  most  cases,  have  their  outlets  to  the  south ;  soil, 
sandy  loam ;  timber,  oak  opeuinp ;  terminates  on  section  36, 
town  6  south,  of  ran^  18  west.    Has 

12,707  cubic  yds.  ofexcavation*  at  10  cts.  per  yd      91,270  70 
51,711  «  embankment,  at  16        «  8,278  76 

Drains,  219  40 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  486  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•14,249  86 
Section  No.  14, 
Contains  81  chains ;  surface,  undulating ;   soil,  sand  and  gravelly 
loam ;  timber,  openings ;  terminates  oo  section  85,  town  6  south, 
o(  raqge  18  west    Has 

20,284  dubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  11  cts.  per  yd.      $2,226  74 
23,609         «*         embankment,  at  9       **  2,084  81 

DFaiM  179  80 

Gruobing  and  clearing,  390  00 

Supersuucture,  4,000  00 

•8,880  35 
Section  No.  15, 

Contains  81  chains ;  this  section  lies  mostly  through  timbered 
land ;  surface,  undulating,  and  the  west  part  broken  by  marshes ; 
sou  rich,  of  a  black,  sandy  loam ;  timber,  beech,  maple*  hickory, 
Oik,  dmt  and  whitewood ;  terminates  on  section  84,  town  6  sooth, 
of  range  1 8  west,  north  of  Bear  lake.  Has 
§,159  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  8  cents,  $652  72 

10,769  "^  embankment,  at  10  cents,  1,076  90 

Drains,  66  00 

Grabbing  aod  claaring»  726  00 

Superstrudore,  4^000  00 

$6,521  63 
Section  No.  16, 

Contains  81  chains ;  passes  through  openings ;  surface  and  soil 
much  the  same  as  last  described ;  terminates  on  section  88,  town 
f  south,  of  ran^  18  west,  near  the  west  end  of  a  small  lake  lying 
to  the  north  ofthe  line.    Has 
1&,492  cubic  yards  of  excavation  at  10  cents,         "    $lf649  20 

Carried  forward,  f 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


518  HOOSE  DOCUMENTa 

Brought  forwardr  % 

10,719  Gubb  yds,  eii>iMiiki»«»t,  ai  10  eenlf,  1,071  Ml 

Draiot,  209  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  507  00 

Superstructure,  4fi00  00 

•8,387  00 

Sedion  No.  17, 
Contaiai  81  chains ;  passes  over  an  undulating  surface,  crossing 
a  few  narrow  ravines  making  to  the  south,  andternninatesoAseG* 
tion  d%  town  6  south,  of  range  13  west ;  soil,  sand  and  gravelly 
loam  ;  timber,  openings.    Has 

37,041  cubic  yards  otexcavation,  at  12  cents,  $3,244  92 

1,212  •«  embaakmeirt,  at  8  cents,  96  96 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  486  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  OO 

frfft2rT  SS 

Se^aimN^  18, 
Contains  81  chains ;  nine  chains  from  the  commencement  oftbltf 
section  the  line  crosses  the  outlet  of  Jiilly  Take,  with  a  grade  Kner 
of  322  feet  above  the  outlet,  thence  over  an  undulating  stn*hco  to 
die  end  of  the  section ;  soil  and  timber  as  last  mentioned ;  ternii- 
hates  oir  section  31,  town  6  south,  of  range  13  west.     Has 


11,715  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  ftt  9  centi, 

81,054  35 

tl.ien'         "          ttmbankineM,  «t  19  cents, 

%7»9  84 

Dnriflt, 

894  30 

Gnibbaig  and  dmiiag. 

411  <l» 

Supefstraeture, 

4v000  0# 

t9,9«49 

Section  No.  19, 
GonUdiis  81  chains ;  has  an  undulating  surfiMS  with  ssioBiiiMtioiv 
10 the  south  and  west;  soil,  sand  and  gravelly  toam;  linAen 
openings  9  this  section  terminates  on  section  25,  town  6  south,  of 
tungs  14  west,  about  ten  chains  west  of  comer  of  sections  31, 
36,  25,  and,  30,  ranges  13  and  14  west  Has 
10,760  cubic  yards  of  excavation*  at  10  ceats,  91,076  60 

11,328  *«  embaofccnent^  at  10  ceals,  1,132  80 

Drains,    ,  178  20 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  450  00 

Soperstrueture,  4,000  00 

06,837  60 
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CoDlains  91  chiuoi ;  Ibe  fir^t  48  chaio«  parses  over  &  broken  miv 
ibce  kclined  to  the  iouth  and  west ;  tbeocc  to  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion oirer  en  even  flur&ce;  ioil,  loom;  timber,  opcok^  48 
obejos  frooA  the  co  mneoocn^ent  of  this  section,  a  line  divergi^ 
frofii  the  main  line  was  run*  cn«sing  Christiana  crpek  near  JeoMe 
Odeil,  end  intersecting  the  main  line  at  Geneva.  This  aectioa 
lernoioales  on  section  26^  town  i  southt  of  range  14  west.  Hap 
}8,07,1  wUc  yards  of  excavation,  at  II  cenUt  91^^!  i81 

0,526  «'  e»ibiQkq9e0t,et  9centi,  587  84 

Drains,  317  80 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  468  CO 

3uperitructure,  4,000  00 

•71^^  95 

Section  No.  21, 
CoQlaiii«81  chains ;  over  the  first  51  chains,  has  an  even  surface ; 
thence  crossing  the  valley  of  Christiana  creek  with  a  grade  line 
of  25.9  feet  above  the  water ;  continues  over  a  general  even  sur- 
fiice  to  its  terminal  ion,  being  on  section  27,  town  6  sooth,  of  rangb 
14  west ;  soil,  sandy  loam ;  timber,  east  of  creek,  openings ;  on 
west  side,  beech,  mnpic,  bass  wood,  oak,  and  ash.  Has 
14,176  cubic  vards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents,  #1,417'  60 

11,579  •*  embankment,  at  10  cents,  1,157  90 

Bridge  198  feet  in  length,  at  §9  90  per  foot  run,  1,060  90 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  426  00 

Sjupcrstructure,  4,000  00 

•8,961  » 

Section  No.  22, 
Contains  81  chains;    the  first  33  chains  passes  over  improve- 
neiits  and  timbered  land,  thence  entering  on  Young's  prairie,  ter- 
minating on  section  28,  townfl4iip6  aooth  of  range  14  west;  sur- 

losiin;  tioaber,  as  lai 
end  of  this  section,  in 
Lagrange  and  down 
ined,  as  seen  in  anoti: 
14,(18  eubic  yards  o 
5445 
Dniles, 

Grubbing  and  clearin 
Supomlructure, 

$6,076  10 
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Skction  No.  », 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  along  the  south  border  of  Young's 
prairie,  over  an  even  surface,  inclined  to  the  south,  and  terminates 
on  section  29,  township  6  south,  of  range  14  west,  on  the  west 
border  of  the  prairie,  near  Mr.  Bough's  house ;  soil,  black,  sandy 
loam.  This  prairie,  in  area,  is  about  two  bv  three  tnWes  square, 
skirted  on  the  east,  north  tind  west,  by  heavy  and  valuable  tim- 
bered land,  and  on  the  south,  by  a  large  open  marsh,  which  the 
inhabitants  are  about  retrieving  by  draining.  This  prairie,  in 
quality  of  soil,  I  think  the  rich^t  I  have  met  with  in  Mich^^. 
This  section  has 

4,032  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.     •  9322  56 

5,898    «<      *"         embankment,  at  8  cts.  471  44 

^Drains,  62  70 

Grubbing  and  clearing*  180  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•5,096  70 

Section  No.  24, 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  through  heavy  timbered  land,  (sur* 
face,  even,)  and  terminates  on  section  30,  township  six  south,  of 
range  fourteen  west,  about  thirty  chains  west  of  the  section  line 
.which  passes  through  the  village  of  Geneva,  the  surveyed  line 
passing  quite  on  the  north  part  of  the  village  plat.  The  lanl 
pver  which  this  section  passes  has  a  rich,  valuable  soil,  with  a 
gentle  inclination  to  the  south.  Has 

.0»d83  cubic  yds.  excavation,  at  9  cts.  9574  47 

7,490    <*        "^    erpbankment  at  9  cts.  674  10 

Drains,  105  60 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•6,164  17 
Section  No.  25, 

IS ;  through  heavy  timbered  land,  surface  some- 
has  an  inclination  to  the  south  and  east;  soil, 
id  some  clay ;  timber,  beech,  maple,  oak,  elin, 
1  whitewood.  This  section  termmates  on  sec- 
six  south,  of  range  fifteen  west,  and  has 
excavation,  at  9  cts.  $527  94 

embankment,  at  9  cts.  505  85 

62  70 
aring,  810  00 

4,000  00 


•5,905  99 
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Section  No.  36, 
Contains  81  chafns;  passes  over  an  undulating  surface;  has  a 
descending  grade  from  the  summit  of  the  ridge  lying  between 
Geneva  and  Cassopolis,  to  nine  chains  west  of  the  village  of  Cas- 
sopdis ;  thence  an  ascending  grade  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge 
situate  on  the  west  of  the  village.  These  ridges  abound  with 
loose  boulders,  which  ultimately  must  be  of  value  to  the  country. 
On  the  north  of  the  village  these  ridges  are  united,  and  make  in  a 
northeast  direction,  forming  the  high  lands  in  which  some  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  Dowagiac  take  their  rise,  and  also  covered  with 
valuable  timber.  Over  the  first  36  chains  of  this  section,  the  line 
passes  through  timbered  lands,  thence  through  openifigB  to  the 
end  of  the  section,  terminating  on  section  26,  township  six  south, 
of  range  fifteen  west.  The  soil  of  the  timbered  land,  as  last  de- 
scribed—of  the  openings,  sand  and  gravelly  loam.  Has 
19,046  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  82,985  52 

17,131      "      •*        embankment,  at  12  cts.  2,055  72 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  504  ,00 

Drains,  155  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

f  9,000  24 

Section  No.  27, 

Contains  81  chains;  passes  over  a  broken  surface  on  the  west 
declivity  of  the  ridge  lying  to  the  west  of  Cassopolis,  and  termi- 
nates  on  section  34,  township  six  south,  of  range  fifteen  west ; 
about  34  chains  southwest  of  the  corner  of  section  thirty-four, 
twenty-six,  twenty-seven  and  thirty-five.  Soil,  gravelly  loam ; 
timber,  openings.     Has 

28,178  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  88,380  76 

35,02t      *'      *"         embankment,  13  ''  4,552  78 

Drains,  146  80 

Giubbmg  and  clearing,  486  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

812,560  29 

Section  No.  28, 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  along  the  south  border  of  an  exten- 
sive open  marsh,  over  a  slight  undulating  surface,  inclined  to  the 
Mrth,  and  terminates  on  section  33,  town  6  south,  of  range  15 
west.    Soil,  sandy  loam ;  timber,  openings.    Has 
18,181  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  10  cts.  81,318  10 

6,563         "<  embankment,  at  8  cts.  525  04 

Drains,  125  40 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  • 

Gmbbiog  and  clearing,  398  00 

Supemtructure,  4,000  00 

96,356  54 

Section  No.  29, 
Contains  81  chains ;  over  the  first  24  chains  the  line  passes  along 
the  face  of  plains,  near  border  of  open  marsh,  thence  30  chains, 
across  spur  of  marsh,  from  which  point  to  the  end  of  the  section, 
has  an  undulating  surface ;  crossing  two  narrow  points  of  marsh- 
es, terminates  on  section  5,  town  7  south,  of  range  15  wesU 
Has 

10,350  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  9828  48 

3,019  <'  embankment,  at  10  cts.  301  90 

Drains,  66  00 

Grubbkig  and  clearing,  201  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•5,397  38 
Section  No.  30, 
Contains  81  chains ;  over  the  first  24  chains,  the  line  has  an  even 
surface,  thence  crossing  a  marsh,  near  J.  Doux,  15  chams  in  width; 
fixxn  which  point  to  the  end  of  the  section,  passes  over  an  even 
surface,  terminating  on  section  5,  town  7  south,  of  range  15  vrevl* 
Soil,  sandy  loam ;  timber,  openings.  Has 
16,832  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cts.  81,688  20 

5,620  **  embankment,  at  8  cts.  458  60 

Drains,  62  70 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  282  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

86^477  50 

Section  No.  81, 
Contains  81  chains ;  the  first  half  of  this  section  passes  over 
plains  along  the  southeast  border  of  an  open  marsh,  thence  through 
a  dry  marsh  to  the  end  of  the  section,  terminatinff  on  section  7, 
town  7  south,  of  range  15  west.  Soil,  loam  and  muck.  This 
section  has 

5,154  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  8419  SH 

2,127         *"  embankment,  at  8  cts.  170  18 

Drams,  88  80 

Grubbmg  and  clearing,  188  80 

Superstructure,  4,080  00 

84,788  48 
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Section  No.  32, 
CoQtainsdl  chains;  this  section  continues  thixnigh  a  chain  of 
marshes,  occasionally  crossing  narrow  points  of  hard  land,  and 
terminates  on  section  13,  town  7  south,  of  range  16  west.  Through 
this  chain  of  marshes,  Silver  creek  makes  its  course  to  its  junction 
with  Kinsey  creek.  The  country  to  the  north  of  line,  is  high  and 
broken ;  on  the  south,  plains  and  marshes ;  soil  and  timber  as  last 
described*    Has 

17,807  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cts.  $1,780  70 

807  **  embankment*  at  8  cts.  64  56 

Grubbing  and  clearing*  69  00 

Soperstmcture,  4,000  00 

$5,914  S6 

Section  No.  33, 
Contains 81  chains;  continues  down  the  valley  of  Silver  creek 
mostly  through  marsh,  and  terminates  on  section  26,  in  tbe  north 
west  comer  of  town  7  south,  of  range  16  west;  country  as  las 
described    Has 

38,640  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cents,  $3,437  88 

Grubbing  and  clearings  153  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

■I      ■ 
$7,590  88 

Section  No.  34, 
Cootaios81  chains;  continues  down  the  valley  of  Silver  creek 
to  within  six  chains  of  the  end  of  the  section,  where  the  creek 
bears  off  to  the  north.  The  line  leaving  the  valley  terminates  On 
a  point  of  hard  land,  on  section  23,  township  seven  south,  of  range 
sixteen  west  Country  even ;  soil,  sandy  loam,  marshes,  muck ; 
timber  openings.     Has 

8,790  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cents,  $703  20 

884    "  **        embankment,  at  8  cents,  66  72 

Drains,  62  70 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  114  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$4,946  62 

Section  No.  35, 
Contains  81  chains ;  the  first  twenty-seven  chains  passes  over 
even  plains,  thence  mostly  through  marsh,  passing  to  tbe  south  of 
Mud  lake,  terminates  near  road  leading  to  Niles,  opposite  of  Mrs. 
Gallop's  on  section  22,  township  seven  south,  of  range  sixteen 
west.  Has 
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14,191  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  cents. 

•1,277  19 

68    ^        "         etnbanknnent,  at  8  cents. 

4  24 

Drains, 

S3  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing. 

324  00 

Superstructure, 

4,000  00 

95,638  42 

Seaion  No.  46, 
CcMitains  81  chains;  this  section  lies  mostly  through  openings, 
passes  through  a  narrow  neck  of  a  large  tamarac  swamp,  whioh 
lies  on  the  south  ;  surface,  even  ;  soil,  rich  sand  and  grareily  loam, 
terminates  on  section  township  south,  of  range  west. 
Has 

9,049  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  cents,  9813  60 

1,409    *'        '*  embankment,  at  8  cents,  112  72 

Drains,  S3  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  462  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 


•5,^1  32 


Section  No.  37, 
Contains  81   chains;   passes  through  openings  near  the  south 
point  of  Barren  lake ;  surface  and  soil,  much  the  same  as  last  de- 
scribed ;  terminates  on  section        township         south,  of  range 

west,  and  has 
5,739  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cents,  $459  12 

2,786    "        •*  embankment,  at  8  cents,  222  88 

Drains,  33  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  405  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

(5,120  00 

Section  No.  38, 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  through  openings ;  surface,  mostly 
even,  the  centre  broken  by  a  deep  ravine ;  soil,  sand  and  gravelly 
loam,  terminating  on  Samuel  Willard's  farm,  on  section       town- 
ship       south,  of  range        west.    Has 

16,892  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents,  $1,689  20 

20,953    «*        '*  embankment,  at  12  cents,  2i514  36 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  300  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$8,503  56 
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Section  No.  39, 
Ckmtains  81  chains ;  the  cast  part  of  this  section  passes  through 
improved  farms,  thence  through  a  black  ash  swamp  45  chains  in 
width,  and  terminates  in  timbered  openings,  on  section  town- 
ship south,  of  range  west ;  surface  and  soil,  much  the 
same  as  last  mentioned.  Has 
8,793  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  $703  44 

12,027  "  embankment,  at  13  cts.  1,563  51 

Drains,  62  70 

Grubbic^  and  clearing,  270  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$6,599  65 

Section  No.  40, 
Contains  76  13^100  chains — lies  on  the  section  line  between  sec- 
tion twenty-five,  thirty-six,  thirty-five,  twenty  six,  enters  on  the 
village  plat  of  Niles*  at  the  corner  of  the  above  named  sections ; 
from  thence  on  section  line  to  termination  on  the  east  bank  of  St 
Joseph  river,  on  T.  K.  Green's  land,  with  an  altitude  of  52.6  feet 
above  the  water,  and  131.3  feet  below  the  plain  of  Centerville. 
Face  of  the  country  even ;  surface,  inclined  to  the  west,  the  soil 
sandy  loam,  timber  openings.    Has 

66,256  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  18  cts.  $11,926  08 

6,468  **  embankment,  at  8  cts.  517  44 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  216  00 

Superstructure,  3,774  32 

816,433  84 
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84.9 

2.12  £ 

130.5 

40.85  £ 

66 
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Stclkn  iHf^  h 

chains  ^est  of  the  9^(  OQ^  of  sec^ioo  22 ;  the  etst  end  of  thi%  sec- 
tion lie3  through  ^biof^l  land«  eotors  Yqung^s  pr^ia  30  chalos 
wesi  of  the  efiit  egidi  Surface  generally  eveo,  tocliDuig  to  ^e 
south  tqd  east  t  soU,  bhioiL  sandy  loam ;  terminiitei  oq  sectfioQ  t8y 
towi|6south»of  riwgf  liwest.     Has 

9,640  qilt)ic  y^r^a  of  excavation,  ^  19  ct%  f964  QO 

5,2€ta  «"  fmbanlment,  nt  10  Qts.  #S«  80 

Grujbl^ing  and  cl0V»$»  )65  00 

Sup^fstivUstur^,    ;  .  4tM0  00 

^s^  ao 

Section  No.  % 

Contains  81  chains;  passes  through  Young's  prairie;  surface  and 
soil  the  same  as  last  mentioned ;  terminates  on  section  20,  town  6 
south  or  range  14  west.     Has 

2,669  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  9218  53 

4,568            ''            embankment,  at  Sets.  365  44 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$4,518  96 

Section  No.  3, 
Contains  81  chains ;  the  east  end  passes  through  Young's  prairie, 
and  enters  heavy  timbered  land  37  chains  west  of  the  east  end  of 
the  section;  surface  undulating;  soil,  rich  black  sandy  loam;  timber, 
beech,  sugar  maple,  basswooid,  elm  and  ash ;  terminates  on  sec- 
tion 19,  town  6  south,  of  range  J  4  west.  Has 
34,741  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  $4,516  83 

5,246  ''  embankment,  at  8  cts.  419  68 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  485  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•9,371  01 

Section  No.  4, 
Contains  81  chains:  lies  through  heavy  timber  land;  surface  and 
soil  the  same  as  last  mentioned;  terminates  on  section  24^  town  6 
south,  of  range  15  w  »sl.     Has 

8,971  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cts.  #897  10 

13,054  **  embankment,  at  12  cts.  1,566  48 

Drains,  135  80 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•7,408  88 
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Smikm\N6.A, 
Contains  81  chains ;  ties  through  heavy  ti.nbered'  latad;  Idffae^ 
getiemlly  even;  soil,  sand  and  gravelly  loam;  lh6  timbct  the  same 
as  last  described;  terminates  on  Section  28,  town  6  south,  of  fangd 
15  west.    Has 

10/246  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cts«  $1,094  &0 

1S,6T9  '<  embankment,  at  12  cts.  1,041  46 

Drains,  204  60 

Ghibbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

Sapentructure,  4,000  00 

■       ■    ■  I       M 

#7^080  68 

Contahis  81  chains ;  Um  mostty  through  heavy  timb^ted  fond: 
passes  through  Mr.  Wheeler^s  improvements,  near  the  west  ^da 
of  the  section,  and  terminates  near  the  north-east  corner  of  Ld' 
grange  prairie,  on  section  15,  town  6  south,  of  range  16  West; 
surface  generally  even,  with  a  heavy  inclination  to  the  west  and 
north.  86il,  sand  and  gravelly  loam.  Has 
23,537  cubic  yards  of  excavatioq,  at  13  cts.  $3,059  81 

12^,228  '<        embankment,  at  15  cts.  18,934  ^0 

Drains, 

Crabbing  and  clearing,  5S6  00 

Supersiniciare,  4,000  00 

4te6,529  01 

Section  No.  7, 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  through  the  nortfieast  end  of  La^ 
gjrange  prairie,  near  the  commencement ;  thence  through  heavy 
timbered  land,  terminating  in  oak  openings,  on  section  16,  town 
6  south,  of  range  15  west.  Surface,  generally  even;  soil,  sand 
and  gravelly  loam.    Has    ' 

4jiB2  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  ets^  9898  6d 

I09i897  "^  ^         embankoaent,  at  18  cts.         19^781  48 

Drakwi  02  70 

Grabbing  a^  tJoaiiog,  Mi  00 

Superstructure,  4»00O  00 

III, I    A   I  n     In 

$24,800  7S 

Section  No.  8, 
ConM!M81  chains;  lies  mostly  through  opening9»  pAiUhig  mitt 
die  eenlre  of  the  section,  a  wet  marsh,  nine  chains  in  width ;  sur*.^ 
fiMe  and  ioil  the  same  as  last  mentioned;  terminates  on  the  east 
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edge  of  McKinney's  prairie,  on  sectioa  17,  town  6  souths  of  range 
15  west    Has 

5,008  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  eta.  $400  64 

7,010           *'           embankment,  at  13  cts,  91130 

Drains,  72  60 

Crrubbing  and  clearing,  322  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

♦5,706  54 
Section  No.  9, 
Contains  61  chains ;  passes  through  McKinney's  |>rairie,  termi- 
nating on  the  westerly  edge  of  said  prairie,  on  section  18,  town- 
sip  six  south,  of  range  fifteen  west ;  surface  even,  inclining  to  the 
south  and  west ;  soil,  rich  black  sandy  loam.  Has 
.8,359  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  $268. 72 

11,642  "*  embankment,  at  11  ols.  1,280  52 

Drains,  99  OO 

Superstructure,  4^090  OO 

$5,648  34 
Section  No.  10, 
Contains  81  chains ;  lies  through  heavy  timbered  land ;  soil  and 
surfaoe  the  same  as  last  mentioned  ;  timber*  black  walnut,  sugar 
ipaple,  beech,  ash,  elm  and  bass  wood ;  terminates  on  section  13» 
township  six  south,  of  range  sixteen  west  Has 
18,031  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cts.  $1,803  10 

5,258  "  embankment,  at  8  cts.  420  64 

Drains,  62  70 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  390  00 

Superstructuref  4,000  00 

t6,676  44 
Section  No.  n, 
Contains  81  chains ;  lies  through  heavy  thnbered  land;  sorface 
penerally  even,  inclining  to  the  north  ;  soil,  rich  sand  and  gravel- 
ly loam ;  timber,  sugar  maple,  beech,  whitewood  and  basswood ; 
terminates  on  the  east  part  of  section  23,  township  six  soutli,  of 
range  sixteen  west    Has 

21,314  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  10  cts.  $2,131  40 

2,918  **  embankment,  at  8  cts.  233  44 

Drains,  99  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing>  774  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 


*' 


$7,237  84 
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Sictitm  Np.  1% 
ContaiDfl  81  chains ;  lies  mostly  through  timbered  lund,  termitmt- 
idg  on  ihe  east  edge  of  improved  farm,  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
section  26,  town^ip  six  south,  of  range  sixteen  west ;  surface, 
undulating,  inclining  to  the  north  and  east ;  soil,  sand  and  gravel- 
ly loam.    Has 

1 1,265  cubic  yards  of  excavatiooy  at  8  <^.  9901  20 

aQ,091  '<  embankm^t,  at  18  cts.  2,611  83^ 

Drains,  122  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  778  00 

Superstructure,  4»000  GO 


$8,413  03 

Section  No.  13, 
Cbntains  81  chains ;  this  section  lies  through  timbered  openings, 
passing  on  a  narrow  neck  of  hard  Ipnd,  between  two  large  open 
marshes  on  the  north  and  south;  near  the  centre  of  the  section  ; 
surface,  even ;  soil,  sand  and  gravelly  loam;  terminates  on  th^ 
west  side  of  section  27,  township  six  south,  of  range  sixteen  west 
Has 

5,048  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  8403  44 

2i;409  «  embankment,  at  15  cts.  8,21135 

Drains,  146  80 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  493  qq 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$8,254  59 
Section  No.  14, 
Ckmtains  81  chains ;  the  first  sixty  chains  of  this  section,  passes 
throu|?h  openings,  then  enters  the  valley  of  Putnam's  creek,  which 
valley  is  six  chains  wide ;  the  remainder  of  the  section  passes 
through  timbered  openings.  Putnam's  creek  is  twenty-two  links 
wide  and  1.6  feet  deep ;  surface,  even  ;  soil,  a  rich  sand  and  gra- 
velly loam;  terminates  on  section  28,  township  six  south,  of  range 
sixteen  west    Has 

12,711  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  $1,016  88 

14,976  *«  embankment,  at  12  cts.  1,797  12 

One  bridge,  66  feet  in  length,  $8  per  foot  run,  628  00 

Drains,  33  qq 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  372  oo 

Superstructure;  4,000  00 

•7,747  00 
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JSMim  Ni.  16, 
OoDfainsSl  chaim;  the  first  57  chflim  lies-  through  openb^  at 
which  point  enters  Poca^on  prairie,  terminating  on  N.  Putnam^ 
farnff,  on  section  82»  town  6  south,  of  range  16  west,  about  one 
half  mile  southeast  of  the  villleige  df  Sammerville ;  surface,  eveo  $ 
soil,  black  sandy  loam.    Has 

1 ,458  cubic  yards  of  excavationt  at  8  ots*  •!  1<(  64 

3,060  ''  embankmeot,  at  9  eta  •   3SS9  40 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  959  00 

Supentructuret  4,000  QO 

•4,698  04 

Section  No.  16, 

Contains  81  chains  ;  the  first  60  chains  lies  through  Pocagon  prai- 
rie, the  remainder  passes  through  heavy  timbered  land;  surface 
and  soil  as  last  mentionedjr  terminates  on  section  6,  town  7  south, 
of  range  16  west.     Has 

8,S53  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  8  cts.  f668  16 

11  "  embankment,  at  8  cts.  88 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  280  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$4,899  04 

Section  No*  17, 
Contains  81  chains  ;  lies  through  heavy  timbered  land;  terminates 
on  the  west  bank  of  Kinsey  creek.  This  creek  lies  18  feet  be- 
low the  grade  line;  surface  generally  even ;  soil,  rich  sandy  loam; 
timber,  ^ech,  sqgar  maple,  whitewood,  bapswood,and  ash ;  ter- 
minates on  the  northwest  corner  of  section  7,  towa  7  sQOih,  of 
range  J6  west.    Has 

2,123  cubic  yard^  of  excavation,  at  8  cents,.  9169  84 

8,866     **        **  embankment,  at  10  ceats,  886  60 

One  bridge,  169  80 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

Superstructure,  4^000  00 

<6,O08  94 

Section  No,  18, 
Contains 81  chains;  lies  through  heavy  timbered  land;  mnkos 
and  soil  as  last  mentioned ;  terminates  on  section  19,  town  7  south, 
of  ra^ge  17  west.    Has 
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4,752  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  oeaUt  #427  68 

1;748    **        ""         Mibtiikioeot^at8ceot%  139  84 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  .   810-  Oi 

Siipentructure,  4,00a  00 

•5,377  52 

Sectim  No.  19, 
Contains  81  chains ;  lies  through  heavy  timbered  land ;  surface 
even ;  soil,  sandy  loam ;  timber,  sugar  maple,  beech,  whitewood 
and  ash ;  terminates  on  the  south  part  of  section  13,  town  7  south, 
of  range  17  west.    Has 

5,758  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  cents,  $517  77 

3,216    *<        "*         embankment,  at  8  cents,  257  28 

Drains,  33  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

$5,618  05 

Section  No.  20, 
Contains  81  chains ;  lies  mostly  through  timbered  land,  bordering 
on  the  west  side  of  a  large  open  marsh ;  surface  and  soil  the  san)6 
as  last  mentioned ;  terminates  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section 
23,  town  7  south,  of  range  17  west     Has 
7,S00  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  9  cents,  $702  00 

1,089    "        "         embankment,  at  8  cents,  87  12 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  708  00 

Superstructure,  4,000  00 

•5,497  12 

Section  No.  21, 
Contains  101  chains ;  passes  over  an  even  surface,  inclined  to  the 
west,  enters  on  the  village  plat  of  Niles,  at  the  north  end  of  Eighth 
street,  crossing  the  lots  nearly  diagonally,  to  the  comer  of  Sixth 
and  Sycamore  streets,  which  is  the  termination  of  a  strai^t  of 
4  7-80ths  miles  in  length ;  from  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Sycamore 
streets  to  the  termination  of  the  section,  which  is  on  the  east  bank 
of  St.  Joseph  river,  lot  63,  comer  of  Spring  and  Broadwav,  the 
line  has  a  curve  of  2,267  feet  radius,  and  the  line  terminated  with 
the  view  of  crossing  the  river,  with  an  altitude  of  52.6  feet  above 
the  water  and  131.3  feet  below  the  plane  of  Centreville.  This  sec- 
tion has 
12,409  cubicyards  of  excavation,  at  10  cents,  $1,240  90 

Carried  finrward,  $ 
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Brought  forward,  f 

1,114  cubic  yards  oTembankmentti^  8  eeilts,  99  12 

Orubbing  and  clearing,  845  00 

Superstructure,  4,987  65 

%6fi62  67 
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■ffTlMAlTEvor  ORADBSi 


1 

18.40 

ft 

8.18 

« 

Bo;83 

4 

90.^6 

« 

1*7.64 

« 

90.90 

t 

29.00 

8 

85.06 

0 

l<We]. 

10 

-19.43 

It 

5J8.78 

13 

■■•■    ».87 

1« 

T.e( 

14 

T».ll 

1ft 

2.71 

le 

•■  84.86 

20.7 
1.9 

45.4 


18.4 
10.2 

4.1 


12.5 

S1.1 
73.6 
19.7 


99.7 
13:7 

18;9' 

7.8 
«.l 


1.10 

73.9 

.48 

75.8 

.48 

63.3 

1.40 

108.7 

1.10 

77.6 

•    ' 

1.70 

4.1 

.72 

15.6 

.42 

2.8 

1.16 

2.8 

•42 

13.0 

4.16 

86.T 

t:8} 

<   ' 

100.4 

1.07 

109.& 

•3»o 

104.8 

8.4S 

ii«.e 

.66 

184.7 

1.10 

1.88 

1.2tf 

3.66 

4.78 

6.68 

7.58 

8.20 

9.8^ 

9.78 

14.14 

16.46 

16.82 

VtM 

20.68 

91.41 


IViUe  Jtomng  the  quantity  of  tcfiter  rumung  in  the  foBowittg 
turned  streams. 


I 


Fraine  river, 
St  Joseph  river, 
Christiana  creek, 


7d~ 

1 


IF 


17th  July,  1838. 

19th  July,  1838, 

3d  Aug.  1838, 


2948 

258  72 

10.56 


1.74 
2.28 
MO 


129.83 
10308 
123.75 


6054.23 

55277.27 

1306.80 


62638.30 
One  eleventh  is  deducted  from  the  measuremcDt  for  friction. 
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Aggr^gutB  0mmm  rf  tOmlar  TaUes. 

Pfcitnbsr  cff  B6CtioD8» 

40      ^ 

Total  dwtaoce  in  miles  and  chaini» 

40.85  £ 

Cubic  yards  of  excavation*. 

578,085 

Price  per  yardt 

Amount, 

$64,009  60 

Cubic  yards  of  embankment, 

463,750 

Price  per  yard. 

rt 

Amount, 

65;860  73 

Bridge?, 

8»1»7  9© 

Drains, 

9^774  80 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 

17,118  09 

Superstructure, 

150,774  at 

Total  amount. 

$808,134  74 

Add  10  per  cent  for  contingencies, 

30613  47 

BCaking  an  agffregate  amount  of,  $389,948  21 

Distance,,  40  miles  and  85  £  chaias,  at  tSiSOO  80  i  per  mSe. 
In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  hidh  regard  to  the  io- 

habitants  in  general  for  their  tiooely  aid  and  many  favors,  and 

Srticdacly  to  the  committee  who  aceomp^nied  the  evtminatioD, 
*  their  active  services  and  courtesy  shown  throughout  the  sur- 
▼ey,  also  to  the  commissioner,  whose  benevolent  attention,  in  tifiae 
of  severe  sickness  of  myself  and  company,  demands  the  high  cqa- 
sideration  of  your  obedient  servant 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ERASTUS  HURD,  Efv^MT. 
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(No.  25.) 

Report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
affairs  and  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county 
and  Oakland  county  bank. 

^  DeiroU,Farumyl5f  1899. 

2b  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepiresenUaives. 

The  cooEHuittee  appointed  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  lejo^isla- 
ture»  }o  examine  into  the  afiairs  and  oopditi«n  of  the  Bank  of  Ma- 
comb county  an^  Oakland  cot;uvty  bank,  have  the  honor  to  com* 
naunicfbte  a  report  in  part  of  tne  result  of  their  investigation, 
'which  is  herewith  transmitted.  ,    • 

Very  respectfully, 

A,  FELCH, 

K.  PRITCHETTR 


REPORT,  &c     . 

'  In  compliance  with  the  joint  resolution  of  the  legislature  of 
February  instant,  the  undersigned  visited  the  banking-house  of  Che 
Oakland  county  bank,  on  the  6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and 
made  an  examination  into  the  affiiirs  and  condition  of  the  said  in-' 
stitution. 

This  bank  purports  to  have  been  organized  under  the  provi- 
sions of  a  charter  granted  by  the  legislature  of  this  state,  approved 
March  26, 1836,  entitled  "  An  act  to  ]ncorpk)rate  the  Oakland 
county  banf 

The  following  statement  of  the  affiurs  and  condition  x)f  the  in- 
stitution was  furnished  to  the  undersigned^  by  the  officers  in  chaige 
of  the  bank  at  the  time  of  examination,  viz : 

Statement  cf  the  qfairs  and  condition  ef  the  Oaldand  cotnUy 
"    barA. 

LiabtlUiei. 

Capital  itock  paid  in,  #20,060  00 
Due  depoiitora,  1,663  62  . 

INscounts  received,  506  11 

Circulatioii,  4,681  00 


•26,850  73 
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Anets. 

Cbecki  and  drafts,  #678  95 

Specie  and  notes  of  other  bapks^  675  84 

Bills  discounted,  6,682  18 

Du^  fcpgi  other  ^ka,  15^470  11 

Expense.  .  661  19 

Overdrafts,  571  75 

Exchange,  '                     84  76 

FumitUTOr  l6  00 

Funds  in  ha^ds.  of  agests,  1,810  00 

•26,860  78 

The  bills  discounted  fn  batik  ^  as  fallows,  Yte : 
Note  signed  by  Lewis  Gbdard,  andl  ot&ei%,  due  March 

next,  $2,000  00 

Note  signed  by  Lewis  Godard,  and  Others,  due  in 

April  next,  2,000  00 

Note  signed  by  H.  N*  Howard,  endorsed  by  F.  Dar* 

row  and  A.  H.  Peck,  100  00 

Note  signed  by  £.  H.  Spalding,  endorsed  by  Lewis 

Godard,  407  18 

Note  signed  by  A.  B.  NeWconib,  endersed  by  A. 

Buckland,  .75  00 

N^e  skaed  by  S.  L.  CoUiosv  endorsed  Jby  £•  Hewitt 

and  Robert  Dua;  2,000  00 

L.  Godard's  ebeck,  100  00 


•6,682  13 
Tbe  amount  due  from  other  banks,  the  largest  item  among  the. 

as8et9  of  the  bank,  was  found  to  consist  of  certain  notes  and  ae* 

ceptances  which  hact  been  forwarded  to  certain  badss  for  collec- 

tioo,  and  were  as  follows,  to  wit: 

In  the  Lewis  county  bank,  two  draijtadrawn  by  Lewis 
Grodard,  on  Isaac  Bacon,  and  endorsed  by  E. 
Hewitt,  dated  March  7,  and  t*ebruary  10,  1838, 
at  three  and  (bur  months,  amomitihff  to  $9fiM  W 

In  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Trov,  k  draft  made  by  Da- 
niel Greene  on  James  Taylor,  and  accepted,  due  in 
March  next,  (balance,)  515  00 

In  the  Ph(Bhi*  bank,  eight  drafts  of  $500  each,  Mkfa 
by  Gharies  Wells,  on  Daniel  Greene,  and  aocept^d 
by  him,  4,000  00 

One  draft  made  by  S.  L.  CdHns,  on  Charles  QaM, 
due  in  Pebrbery,  1,455  11 

•15,470  11 
The  amount  specified  to  be  in  the  hands  (rf*  agents,  is  said  to  be 
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» 
ibi  WUi  ef  the  Bmli  of  OiM«iidootiivtf,  v^tUti  weif  fonrarded 
to  J.  A.  (lowing  &  Co.  of  Bofiklo,  for  eiGbange^ 
^rft  W6i#  10  the  bank  irt  thd  time  of  the  examiiialioo» 
Specie.  •*?  M 

Bills  of  odierhink8,<Gnrmit,)>  480  M 

do  do     (uncurreiil,)  152  60 

I  1  III  I  ■ 

•(175  84 
Tfaercris  modi  diffieulty  b  Moeftainiog  the  ttua  amoiMC  of  cii^ 
Qubtiook  The  tol»l  amoimt  of  bilk  issued^  M  entered  od  the 
bodLir  vi^tfiOO.  But  it  mm  tttted  by  ^  wemdent,  that  thei% 
imd  been  an  iesueof  98,400,  tshen  by  Wm.  B.  Sherwood,  preti- 
0118  to  aajr  entry  oetihe  bobkit#5,40a  of  which  had  beeftretutned 
to  the  bank  and  the  balaOoe,  was  etill  out  There  wae  alsofound 
aoother  entry  of  83,000,  in  office  notes,  to  Le^ie  Goidhfd,  of  a  diMe 
]^Mnriou$  to  the  first  entry  of  issues  on  the  book  exhibiting  the  is- 
siieB.  it  was  stated  by  the  pimdeni  ttmt  the  whote  anuHint  of 
biVa  refseived  SrotA  the  en^visr,  was  $148,200  88 

There  were  in  the  bank,  signed  and  unsigned,  biHs  to 
«ie  amounl  of  124»906  88 


Leanrh^oatof  the  bank,  in  circukitian  or  ocherwisev  8l8;iM  08 
Of  this  aoieunt,  it  was  stated  ty  the  president,  that 

there  was  in  the  hands  of  Asa  W.  Douglass,  of 

L;ockport,N.  Y.,  2^000 

fa  ^  bands  of  John  Qriswald  for  ^change  purpo* 

sast  1,153 

In  the  hands  of  Wm.  H.  Griswold,  the  cashier,  (in 

Detroit,)  3,847 

Ii^  ihe  hMuada  of  an  attorney  for  an  eastern  cr^sdittn; 

(pledged,)  «  3,008 

In  the  hnnda  of  T«  Romeyn,  5,000 

Total,  814,008 

For  the  test  ynentioned  sum,  the  receipt  of  T.  Homeyn  was 
ibuad  iti  the  bank,  aeknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  said  sum  of 
$9^000  at  the  request  of  ^  offiom  of  Ae  bank,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  an  eastern  credit  for  the  bank.  This  amount  has^ 
^  mce  the  exaaiiiiation,  been  returned.  No  entries  on  the  books 
ethibil  the  last  meottkmed  amoooia  as  a  part  c^  the  crrculation', 
nor  any  indabtCHbiess  of  the  mdividuals  above  mentioned  for  the 
Sanaa   '  ' 

The  eircalatioa  iU'  the  above  mentioned  statement  is  exhibited 
at  84,081.  If  the  sums  hist  above  mentioned  are  not  to  be  deemed 
a  part  of  tUe  circulatian,  the  aetoal  amount  of  bills  in  circulation 
ia  84,294^  being  less  than  is  exhibited  by  the  statbmen^.    If,  on 
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the  Qoetmi7f  the  flame  be  eodskbreda  part  of  th^  oircttbtlibo.  tte 
true  amouDt  of  bills  in  circulatioD  will  be  $18^294^ 

But  ID  truth,  so  defective  are  the  books  of  the  baiAt  and  so  im- 
perfopt  th^  information  which  the  officers  now  in  charge  .of  (he 
institutioti,  who  have  lately  entered  upon  their  duties,  are  able  to 
give,  that  little  can  be  ascertained  upon  the  subject  entitled  to  im- 

Elicit  confidence ;  and  from  other  facts  which  it  is  unnecessary 
ere  to  detail,  the  belief  is  entertained  that  there  are  somewhere 
bills  to  a  still  larger  amount,  not  included  in  the  above  estimate. 

The  above  exhibits,  of  the  nature  of  the  assets  of  the  institutioQ 
and  the. probable  amount  of  its  liabilities,  will  enable  each  indi- 
yidual  to  form  bis  own  opinion  upon  the  solvency  of  the  bank,ia 
as  .perfect  a  manner  as.the  underaigned  are  able  to  do^  aad  to  da* 
termine  how  iar  the  same  in  this  respect  shduld  secure  tfaecoofr 
dence  of  comnaunity. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  mcprporation,  books  of  sub- 
fH^ription  were  required  to  be  Opened  on  the  first  Monday  of  Oe» 
Aober,  1886,  and  to  be  kept  open  one  week,  at  least  thirty  day^ 
notice  bein^  given  by  the  commissioners,  of  the  time  and  phoeof 
!Qf>enhig  said  subscription,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  published 
ia  each  of  the  counties  of  Oakland  and  Wayne ;  and  by  the  third 
HQCtjoa  of  said  act,  one-lenth  part  of  the  amount  of  each  share  is 
required  to  be  paid  to  the.  commissioners  at  the  time  of  subacrib* 
ing,  in  specie. 

V  By  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioDers,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  books  were  opeped  at  Pontiac  on  the.  3d  day  of 
October,  A.  D.  1836,  and  the  whole  number  of  shares  sub- 
scribed. 

;  Annexed  will  be  found  a  list  of  subscriptions  and  the  several 
transfers  of  stock  wbiqh  have  been  made  since  the  original  sub* 
scription,  (No.  1.)    By  reference  to  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Wil- 
liam S.  Stevens,  marked  (A.)  it  appears  that  the  notice,  remnred 
by  the  statute  df  the  time  and  place  of  opening  the  books  ot  sub- 
ivas  not  in  fact  given.    Certain  it  is  that  some  time  dur- 
ssion  of  the  legislature  in  1837,  application  was  made  to 
for  an  act  so  to  amend  the  charter,  of  this  hank  as  to 
i  bpoks  again  to  be  opened  and  subscriptbns  to  the  capi- 
•eceived. 

or  that  purpose  was  introduced  into  the  senate,  but  did 
le  a  law,  nor  was  any  action  had  upon  the  subject  to 
oy  imperfection  in  the  previous  proceeding^, 
was  no  positive  proof  before  the  undersigned  to  show 
whether  the  requisite  amount  of  specie  ($10,000)  was  paid  in  at 
the  time  of  subspribing  to  the  capital  stock.    There  is  found  how- 
ever entered  upon  the  book  of  miaute^  in  the  bank,  the  following 
resolution,  to  wit : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSE  DOCUMENtS.  64d 


**  October  9,  1696^ 
"^Rotdtded,  That  the  tr^asumy  be  Authorized  to  teoelfii  ^pbcie 
or  oertifioaleM  of  specie  deposKe  io  the  following  banks,  vin^  t  bhtAtfi 
of  the  states  of  Vermont,  Rhode  kinnd,  (>>nnect{cutj  Afa^^chtt- 
aetts,  city  of  New  Yorit  and  city  of  Detn  it/' 

h  doea  not  aptiear  that  any  certificated  of  deposite  Were  bsM 
in  accordance  with  said  resolution.  Indeed  no  etitry  foomi  in  the 
bank  exhiUts  the  paynient  at  that  tinne  of  the  amoutit  lieqtkired  in 
apecie  or  otherwise,  fiy  the  statennent  contained  in  th^  afKdttVk 
of  Wm.  S.  Stevens,  annexed,  it  appears  that  whetk  the  aald  Imb- 
aotiberf  suld  their  stoek  to  said  Stevens^  tMre  than  A  yMt  After- 
wiirdfl,  the  sanie  was  tfansferred  ad  if  nothing  had  M^  |Mnd 
tfaeroon. 

In  the  twedty^fodrih  section  of  the  act  of  incoTpotufioh,  It  ia 
provided  that  **  unless  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollai^  if^  Spedte 
be  paid  into  said  bank  within  two  years  fronn  and  afte/  the  pas- 
aage  of  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  voidand  of  no  effect.^ 

No  business  appears  to  have  been  done  by  the  bankj  and  M 
Mtriea  made  apon  the  books  previous  to  the  37th  day  of  Mai^, 
1838,  which  was  the  last. day  of  the  two  years,  withitl  which  !h6 
sbm  of  #ld,OpO  waa  required  to  be  paid  in  Specie  iti  ordef  lo  pre- 
reat  a  forfehure  of  the  charter.  On  that  day  WilKam  8.  Ste- 
vens, who  was  then  owner  of  a  large  majority  of  the  ^tock,  iti  ot^ 
der  to  sav^  the  charter,  borrowed  of  the  Clinton  eanal  bank,  all 
tha  apecie  then  possessed  by  that  rnstitution,fot  the  purpose  of  gb^^ 
rag  tfirougb  the  form  of  paying  the  same  to  the  <5ash!ef  Of  the 
Oakland  county  bank,  withodt  intending  topernnit  the  same  to  te«- 
mtlo  ia  the  last  mentioned  institotion.  The  amOdnt  so  obtfttfMII 
was  less  than  the  sum  required  to  be  paid.  It  was  sent  td  tM 
tmnft,  counted  by  the  oashierf  credited  on  a  book  kept  for  that 
purpose,  and  returned  to  the  Clinton  canal  bank.  Agaht  tb^  MM 
tpecie  was  taken  to  the  tmnk  counter,  credited  and  returned  i  inii 
this  was  repeated  until  the  Credit  thus  entered  ntncmiti  W  the 
reqditied  aom  of  #15,000.  For  this  the  said  Stevens  gate  hi^  ^ 
oeipt,  but  the  money  was  never  tetnmed  by  Mm^  It  h  e^pteiftl' 
ly  sUted  t)v  said  Stevens  that  the  payment  above  ^neO(ion«d  WM 
made  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  charter  merely,  ahd  fiot 
inlewided  to  remain  in  the  bank  as  a  bona  fide  |?aytfnent  of  stock' 
By  the  anneoted  list  of  stockholders  and  m^Ai<>randa  of  tt^M^ 
iara  (tio*  1,)  it  wifl  be  found  that  four  of  th«  commlsslonera  who 
wcrre  appiMntedto  receive  subscriptions  to  ^  capital  stock  WeM 
ihe  original  subscribers  to  two  thousand  thanes,  and  received  hf 
jipportionmcht  eighteen  hundred  and  fffty'^two  shares.  Ot^  th6 
tv^nty^^aavemh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  18d8,  there  W^re  tfSM^ 
hrred  to  William  S.  Sfetens,  1090  sbarea.  The  comiToilito^  i»« 
ttteit  in  the  atock  remamed  in  Siid  SHevcms  fr^tA  tbM  ftM  Mil 
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the  month  of  April  last,  when  he  transferred  a  controUing  intm^est 
in  said  bank  to  M.  B.  Sherwood  and  Mason  Converse; 
,  Ourii^  the  months  of  June  aod  July  last,  Edward  Broob  and 
Andrevir  T.  McKeynolds,  by  several  transfers  to  them,  beeame  the 
owners  of  a  majority  of  the  stock.  On  the  11th  day  of  July  last, 
Lewis  Godard  became  the  assignee  of  the  whole  number  of  sharef 
in  the  sa^ne.  A  list  of  the  present  stockholders  a^  officers  is 
hereunto  annexed,  (No.  2.)  ^ 

It  would  aeem  that  while  the  controlling  interest  was  held  by 
said  Stevens,  there  were  bo  assets  of  any  kind  in  the  bank  and  no 
bills  of  the  bapk  had  been  issued.. 

,  Durbg  the  time  when  said  Sherwood  and  Converse  heU  the 
controlling  interest,  bills  of  the  bank  Jo  ^  the  amount  of  98,400« 
signed  by  George  N.  Keeny  as  president,  and  William  Kortz  as 
cashier,  both  of  Bufialo,  were  issued,  and  a  part  of  them  thrown 
into  circulation. 

Five  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  of  them  were  afterwards 
returned  b^  said  Sherwood,  and  the  bank  received  nothing  for  the 
balance.  At  this  time,  it  appears  by  said  Stevens'  affidavit,  there 
was  no  ftpecie  or  other  available  assets  in  the  bank  belonging  to 
the  institution. 

In  June  last  Stevens  sold  the  balance  of  stock  held  by  him  to 
Edward  Brooks  and  Andrew  T.  MoReyndds,  and*  at  this  tiaie 
there  were  np  actual  assets  belonging  to  the  institution^ 
*  In  all  the  above  mentioned  transfers,  it  appears  tot have  been 
juuderstood  by  all  parties*  that  nothing  had  in  truth  been  paid  io 
towards  the  stock,and  all  said  transfers  were  made  with  the  express 
understanding  that  no  such  payment  was  to  be  allowed  op  the 
rnme,  notwithstanding  the  formal  payment  of  specie  above  men-^ 
tianed.  . 

.  The  6r8t  entry  on  the  books  of  the  bank  exhibiting  any  busmeas 
transaction  of  the  institution,  is  under  the  date  of  March  27, 1638» 
It  8how«  a  capital  stock  of  $\5fi00  paid  in,  and  specie  to  tha 
satane  amount*  deposited  with  Wm.  S.  Stevens.  There  appean 
also  under  date  of  April  25th,  a  specie  certificate  of  910,000,  on 
the  Bank  of  Pontiac,  which,  however,  was  never  in  fiiot  left  in 
>theban|c,  but  was  taken  to  Buffalo  by  said  Sherwood. 
.  On  the  8th  d^y  of  August  last,  when  the  controlling  interest  in 
the  stock  was  in  Lewis  Godard,  measures  were  taken  to  orgaaiie 
the  institpUon  for  business,  and  to  issue  bills  of  the  bank.  For 
tbp/amount  purportM^  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Stevens,  the  stock- 
holders supplied  drafts  and  acceptances,  dated  July  25,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  and  payable  in  four  months,  to  the  said 
amount  of  9 15,000,  which  were  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  said 
Stevens,  to  balance  his  account.  There  was  also  placed  in  (be 
bank  specie  to  the  anoounl  of  45,000,  which  was  considered  aa 
additional  instalment  ou  the  stock.    Bills  of  the  bank  were  tbea 
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itfoed  and  pat  into  circtilation.  Annexed^  (marked  B»)  wiH  be 
fband  a  copy  of  the  first  entries  on  the  book.  No  stock  ledger 
appears  ever  to  have  been  kept  in  the  bank. 

The  specie  above  mentioned,  was  soon  gradually  reduced  in 
amoontt  until  there  was  found  on  the  day  of  examination^  <idy 
♦37  84-100. 

The  bank  was  put  under  injunction  on  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  December  last,  on  the  application  of  one  of  the  Bank  Commis- 
sioners.  The  charter  having  been  improved  on  the  samci  d^y  of 
the  approval  of  ^  An  act  to  create  a  iund  for  the  benefit  of  certain 
noonied  corporations/'  the  oflicers  of  the  institution  claimed  that 
they  were  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,  and  that  con- 
sequently no  authority  existecl  in  the  Bank  Commissioners  to  ex- 
amine Into  their  affairs.  They  therefore  refused  the  examination* 
and  upon  filing  a  bill  in  cbonoery,  an  iniunction  was  allowed 

It  is  but  just  to  the  present  officers  to  remark,  that  upon  this  ex- 
amination every  facility  in  their  power  was  afiS)rded  for  a  full  ex- 
hibition of  the  affairs  of  the  bank.  With  the  manner  of  the  orga- 
nization of  the  institution,  they  were,  however,  unacquainted,  and 
most  of  the  transactions  above  recited,  took  place  before  they  had 
any  connection  with  the  institution*  And  the  loose  and  indefinite 
character  of  the  early  entries  on  the  books,  made  it  impossible  for 
them  to  explain  the  whole  matter,  or  give  a  fuj!  history  of  the 
transactions. 

Taking  into  c<>nsid^ration  the  whole  history  of  the  operations  of 
the  bank,  the  numet'ous  transfers  of  the  stock,  the  doubtful  cha* 
racter  of  a  part  of  its  assets,  the  defective  entries  upon  the  books, 
the  claim  ot  exemption  from  the  supervision  of  Bank  Conunission- 
ers,  the  violations  of  law  in  the  proceedings  of  its  former  officers, 
and  the  fraudulent  transactions  in  the  payment  of  its  stock,  the 
undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  a  total  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  institution. 

By  the  23d  section  of  the  charter,  it  is  provided  that  **  The  le- 
gislature may,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  house,  amend,  alter 
or  repeal  the  act  of  incorporation." 

And  the  andersigned  would  respectfully  submit,  whether,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  ca^Cf  the  interference  of  the  legislature, 
by  a  repeal  of  the  charter,  making  the  necessary  provisions  for 
ckMungup  its  concerns,  would  not  be  both  just  and  politic. 

A.  FELCH, 
K.  PRITCHETTE, 

Bank  Commissioners. 
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POCUMJINTSL 

(No.  L) 

Tr(msfcrff  <{f^tack  copied  from  BaJ^  of  tirmffer^  ^^ 

MBommmdum  off  ^rigmal  SmbacmftioH  cmd  Transfkn  of  8$9ek 
of  the  Oakland  Couniy  Bank. 

Copy  odglnal  stock  book,  opened  October  3, 1836, 

(Original  subscribere,)    G.  W.  Williams,  " 

Elijah  M.  Sticknejr, 
George  Hill, 
0.  p.  Richardson, 
8,  Beach, 
Wm.  Draper, 
Salmon  J.  MaAews, 
per  C.  a  IViris, 
•  Michael  PearsaK, 
Ori^n  ABen, 
Jamee  Al  Weejs^ 

At  a  aieeting  of  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  appoiuted  to 
open  the  books  of  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  Oaklaqd  counJIy 
bank,  S,  Bead)  wa^s  appointed  treasurer  for  the  time  bea^  to  fe- 
ceiv^  tb^  amounts  paid  in  on  subscription  to  the  stock  of  9u4  bf^'^ 
as  per  written  appointment  on  file. 

October  3,  1836. 
Resojvedi  That  the  treasurer  be  authorized  to  receive  Sfiecie^ 
or  certificates  of  specie  deposites  in  the  fojiowing  baak^  vix: 
Ba^ks  of  the  states  of  Vermont,  Rhode  Islaiid,  CooAecticm;  Mas- 
sachusetts, city  of  New  York,  and  city  of  Deicoik 

|l^Sf9lvecU  That  all  transfers  of  stock  shall  be  made  ia  writii^t 
apda  copy  thereof  entered  by  the  cashier,  in  4  book  keiit  (or  tfaat 
purpose. 

At  9  meeting  of  the  commissiopers  for  distribuiioig  the  stock 
subscriptions,  it  was 
Resolved,  Ths^t  Geo.  HilJ,  have  463^  shares. 
(Original*)  D.  Richairdson,  have  463  shares. 

Seth  Beapb,  have  463' shares. 
WiUiam  Draper,  have  463  shares* 
Orison  Allen,  have  92  shares. 
James  A.  Weeks,  have  46  shares. 
Geo.  W.  Williams,  have  5  shares. 
E.  M.  Stickney,  have  1  share. 
Salmon  J.  Mathews,  have  2  shares.  > 

Michael  Pearsall,  have  2  shares. 
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Al « tat^jf^d^  tn^jority  of  Ae  tioeUi^dflr^  it  imui  umniv 
mously  resolved,  that  the  0»kkad  oouoly  batik  be  located  in  the 
viHaife  of  Pontiac,  county  of Oaklanytl  Michigan* 

At  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners,  it  was  res<4ved,  tht(t  we 
proceed  to  (he  election  of  a  President  and  cashier  of  said  bank. 
Whereepob  WitGam  Praper,  Esq.  was  duly  elected  president, 
and  Setb  Qeacby  cashier. 

aHofTnuwfer.  Ko.oTabtnt. 

0.  1.  April  7^  1837^  Geo«  Hill,  to  0.  D.  Richardson,  468 

2.  May  19^        \  las.  A.  Wetls,  to  S.  Beacbt  46 

.  a    '^     23,  0«  Allen,  to  S.  Beach,  93 

'<     39|  Certificate  of  diis  date  signed  W. 

Kortz,  that  Wm.  C.  Sierwood 
ia  entitled  to  985  shares  of 
stock  (of  950,)  transfend)le  on- 
ly on  tb9  beoka  of  said  insti- 
tution, by  (he  stockholder  or 
his  attorney. 

4.  Peb.  27, 1938,  O.  D.  Riebardson^  to  W.  S.  Ste- 

vens, 926 

5.  «^     2T,  S.  Reaoh,  to  W.  S.  Stevena,  601 

6.  «*     27,  Wm.  Draper,  to  W.  S.  Stevens,        463 

7.  Apr.  96,  Geov  W.  WiBlams,  to  W.  S.  Ste- 

vens, 5 

S.    '^     20^  W.  S.  Stevens^  te  Mason  Con- 

verse, 500 

a    ^     »t  W.  S.  Stevens,  t^  M.  B.  Sher- 

wood, 1,000 

10.  '*      20,  Mi  B.  Sherwood  to  Johnson  Niles,        6 

11.  ^20,  M.  B.  Slierwood,  to  A.  B.  New^ 

eombv  5 

IS.    "0     20,  M.  B.  Sherwood,  to  6.  H.  Broad- 

bead  'S 

13.  ««     36^  M.  B.  Sherwooc^  to  Wm.  Kortz,  5 

14.  *     20,  M.  B.  Sherwood  to  Geo.  W.Kee- 

15.  Afny  5^  Wm.  &  Stevens  to  Sarol.  Sher- 

wood,- 5 

On  another  book  noi  in  transfer  book* 
June  6, 1838,  Wm.  S.  Stavena  to  E.  Brooks^  5 

*<  W-  S.  Stevern  to  Jno.  MeReynoMa,  5 

**  do         ID  iL  T.  MeReynoIds,         5 

"*  &  H..  BroadhcAdk  by  hia  attorney,  A. 

T«  McR^ynokK  cashiaff  pio  tam.  to 
A%  T.  McRaynolds,  5 
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TiMir  stoek'boOk  eontaim  same  iraosfersf  at  ngdar  trtasier 
book,  B«  IbUowa: 

Oftte  of  TruuAr.  -  ^  Ko.  tf  Slwni; 

Nal6.  Jan.  7,  1838,  A.  B.  I^Qwcomb  to  W.  S,  Stevens,    .      5 
17«  ISotry  same  as  last  of  June  6. 

18.  Jan.  7, 1838,  Samuel  Sherwood  to  W-  S.  SteVens,        5 

19.  **  W.  S.  Stevens  to  Edward  Brooks,     .    50 

20.  •*  do  to  Margaret  Brooks,        50 

21.  *«  do  to  Rebecca  Brooks,         50 

21.  *"  do  to  A.  Brooks^  60 

22.  ••do  to  C.  W.  Whipple,         60 
28.            "                   do         *  to  Andrew  T.  Mc 

'  ReynoWs,  50 

24.  •*  do  to  Jno.  T.  McReynolds,  60 

26.  <"       .  do  to  E.  M.  McReynolds,  50 

26.  ^  do  to  A.  T.  McReynolds,  50 

27.  ^  do  to  Anthony  Dudgeon,  60 

28.  *  A.  T.  McReynolds  to  John  Dudgeon,  10 
Here  conformity  between  books  ceases. 

29.  June  28,         Masoo  Converse  to  Edward  BrdcIkB,    260 
90.  June  29,  do  to  A.  T.  McReynolds,  250 

Entries  in  above  books  of  intermediate  date  not  con- 
sidered in  transfer  books. 
July  11, 1838,  Geo.  W.  Keeney  by  A.  T.  McReynolds,  his 

attorney,  to  A.  T.  McReynolds,  5 

••  .        Wm.  Kortz,  by  A.  T.  McReynolds,  his  attor- 
ney, to  A.  T.  McReynolds,  5 
«          Wm.  B.  Sherwood  to  Wm.  C.  Sherwood,      974 
No  date.    Appears  to  be  a  copy  and  not 
an  original  transfer. 
Detroit,  July  11, 1838,  Wm.  C.  Sherwood,  by  A.  T.  Mc- 

Reynolds,  his  attorney,  to  A.  T.  McReynolds,  974 
Detroit,  July  11,  1838,  E.  Brooks,  attorney  for  M.  Brooks, 
A.  Brooks,  R.  Brooks,  C.  W.  Whipple,  attest, 
A^  T.  McReynolds,  eashier  pro  tern*  to  L. 
Godard,  200 

Detroit,  July  11, 1838,  Edward  Brooks  to  Lewis  Godard,      200 
A.  T..McReynoldsto  LewistSodatd,  1297 
being,  or  supposed  to  be*  all  his  stock  in  said 
bank. 
Detroit,  July  ll,  1,838,  Eliza  M.  McReynolds,  Anne  Mc- 
Reynolds to  Lewis  GodardL  100 
Detroit,  July  11, 1838,  John  McReynolds  55,  Anthony  Dud- 
geon 50^  John  Dudgeon  10,  by  their  attorney, 
A.  T.  McRevnolds,  115,  to  Lewis  Godard,      115 
Detroit,  July  11, 1838,  Lewis  Godard  to  Dani  O.  Hoyt,  5 
do                         do         to  Wm.  A.  Crocker,         5 
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Detroit,  July  H,  1838,  Lewis  Godard  to  Abel  Godard,  5 

do    ,  do  to  Theodore  Sedgwick,    5 

do  do  to  Sylvester  G.  Langdon,  5 

PoDtiac,  Aiig.  ]i 4,  Lewis  Godard  to  Sanford  L.  CoHids,  400 

by  his  attorney,  Theo.  Sedgwict. 

do            Lewis  Godard  to  Sylvester  G.  Langdoo,  1 95 

by  attorney,  T.  Sedgwick. 

do           Lewis  Godard  to  Wm.  A.  Crocker,  1^96 

by  attorney,  T.  Sedgwick, 

do           Lewis  Godard. to  T.  Sed^ick,*  1100 
by  attorney,  T.  Sedgwick.. 
Pontiac  Sept.  8,  T^  Sedgwick  to  S.  G.  Langdon,             '    489 

do            Lewis  Godard  to  S.  G.  Langdon,  11 

do           I),  p.  Hoyt  to  L.  Godard,  5 

.  No  dale.          T.  Sedgwick  to  Wm.  A.  Crocker,  '  (516 

Aug.   15,.  1838,  S.'G.  Langdon  to  Asa  W.  Douglass,  200 

Oct  1,               Wm.  A.  Crocker  to  David  Thompson,    .  300 

«                          do             to  Elias  Hewitt,  200 

4,                     .    do             to  Chas.  Wells,  100 

16,               S.  G.  Langdon  to  R.  J.  Sherman,  496 

^                 David  Thompson  to  Harlow  Godard,  100 
Transfer  Book  again  ;  transfers  not  numbered. 

Nov.  23, 1838,  David  Thompson  to  Harlow  B.  Godard,  100 
by  attorney,  L.  Godard. 
David  Thompson  to  Alonzo  Godard,         '  .  100 
by  attorney,  L.  Godard* 
End  of  transfer  book. 


.(A.) 
.     .  Affidavt of  WtUiam S.Stevens. 

State  cm  MicHiGAir, 


Oauniy  of  Wayne^     J    * 

William  S.  Stevens  bebig  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1638,  he  purchased  of  O. 
Dl  Richardson,.  William  Draper  and  Setfa  Beach,  of  Pontiac,  all 
or  nearly  all  of  the  shares  of  stock  in  the  Oakland  county  bank, 
for  which  he  paid  a  bonus,  of  ten  thousand .  dollars.  In  tiiis  pur- 
thBJ&b  the  «tock  was  taken  by  him  as  if  nothing  had  been  paid 
upon  the  same.  The  bank  had  not  then  been  put  into  operation** 
WillianH  Draper  was  the  president  and  Seth  Beach  cashier  of  the 
institution. 

On  the  twenty-^yenth  day  of  Mardi,  A.  D.  1888^  deponeol 
borrowed  all  the  specie  which  was  at  that  time  in  the- Clinton  ca« 
nal  bank,  and  directed  his  hired  man  to  take  it  down  to  a  room 
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prepared  for  thd  Oaklaad  couoty  bank,    Dft^ooeDt  does  not  T^ 

Collect  the  amouDt,  lut  thinks  it  was  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 
This  specie  was  taken  to  the  bank,  was  counted  by  Mr.  Beach, 
as  cashier;  and  credited  on  the  books  as  paid  in  on  the  stock  ^ 
the  biEink.  After  being  thus  counted*  the  sanie  was  taken  imme- 
diately back  to  the  Clinton  cpnai  bank  and  again  sent  to  tlie  Oak- 
land county  bank  to  be  a^in  counted  and  credited  as  berore. — 
Ttiis  was  repeated,  until  the  whole  amount  so  counted  and  credit- 
ed made  the  sum  of  fifleen  thousand  dollars.  After  this  was  done, 
deponent,  at  the  request  of  said  B^ach,  gave  a  receipt  for  the 
amovint  (tlStOOO)  to  the  Oakland  county  bank.  This  deponeDt 
does  not  know  that  any  other  specie  was  ever  paid  in  to  said  bank. 
The  amount  abovementioned  was  never  returned  to  it  This  pay- 
ment was  made  to  preserve  the  charter  merely,  and  was  not  in- 
tended to  remain  in  the  bank  as  a  bona  fide  payment  of  stock. 
At  this  time,  deponent  had  no  interest  in  the  Clinton  canal  bank, 
but  borrowed  the  specie  as  above  stated,  of  the  president  and  cash- 
ier of  said  bank,  for  the  express  purpose  above  mentioned. 

Deponent  further  says,  tbat  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  April 
last,  he  sold  and  tr<'\nsferred  five  hundred  shares  of  stock  which 
be  had  in  said  Oakland  county  bank,  to  Mason  Converse,  and  ooe 
thousand  shares  to  M.  B.  Sherwood;  said  Converse  was  to  pay 
deponent  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  same.  For  this  he  gave 
a  draft  oh  the  Bank  of  Brest,  endorsed  by  Lewis  Godard,  which, 
however,  was  dishonored.  By  these  sales,  the  stock  was  to  be 
taken  as  it  then  existed,  nothing  having  been  paid  in  on  the  same. 
And  said  Sherwood  and  Converse  were  to  pav  in  upon  the  same 
their  proportion  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  (being  in  all  $15,000) 
in  specie.  Said  Converse  proposed  afterwards  to  put  in  for  his 
share,  instead  of  specie,  five  thousand  dollars  oi  bills  of  the  bank 
ofColdwater;  but  this  deponent  refused  to  receive  the  same. 
Nothing  was  paid  by  said  Converse,  but  he  soon  afterwards  as- 
signed his  stock  to  Messrs.  Brooks  &  McReynolds,  The  pro- 
portion which  was  to  have  been  paid  in  by  said  Sherwood,  t^wfet 
810,000,  was  paid  by  a  certificate  of  specie  deposite  issued  by 
the  Bank  of  Pontiac;  This  certificate  was  credited  to  Mid  Sher- 
wood oD  the  books  of  the  bank,  bat,  hi  fad,  oerer  went  into  the 
bank,  and  jvas  taken  away  by  said  Sherwood  m  some  of  btt 
friends  to  BuflTala . 
.  While  said  Converse  and  Sherwood  held  a  oMJority  of  said 
stock  as  above  [nentioned  Geo.  N.  K^eney  of  BoflUo  was  elect* 
ed  president,  and  Wm.  Kortz,  alsoof  Buffiilo,waschoteooii8bi«« 
The  bills  of  the  bank  were  obtained  from  \be  enffrater  aboist  this 
time,  and  notes  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  tour  hundred  del* 
krs  were  signed  by  said  Kortz  and  Keeney  and  were  tdMk  to 
Bufialo  by  them.  A  receipt  was  ieft  for  Ihen  ia  bank.  I>epo; 
neot  v^s  aherwaids  infonned  that  of  this  amoooti  five 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fff|ir|lw4reddQ|)ftitii|«  afterwards  obtained  froii||.(tem^^  re- 
tMrmri  to  the  banfc  O^ldng  the  time  when  iliri  Cm^m^  and 
filliorwpod  owned  i  mojority  of  the  bank,  there  wm  m  9p^ie  or 
Oth^r  HVIJlable  a3«ots  bebnging  to  the  InstitntMi^ 

SomQ  Ciine  in  Jqpe  kwt,  deponent  sold  tbo  vi%MW9g  p^fMon  of 
fl^owopd  by  hifti  in  otid  bank  to  Edward  Bcopki  D^  Aivlrew 
Tf  MaReynolds  of  Detnoit.  They  were  to  |^  him  for  Ui^^mc 
^  rnnount  paid  by  this  deponent  therefor,  bui  huv9  n$  y4t  paid 
OOthingt  They  wisre  jibo  to  take  the  sanie  ^ni\  ihotl  Wis,  hnow- 
IM  that  nothing  had  in  (JBict  ever  been  paid.iAoa  th^  mm^  ?  The 
me  ^fV9s  brc^en  open  by  depunent  to  shew  sf^  fo^A^.^od  Mc- 
Reynolds  the  actual  situation  of  the  bank,  and  deponent  expressly 
told  them  that  ml  n  opuChad  been  paid  in  on  the  stock,  and  that 
said  bank  hid  S^^f  issued  a  dollar  excepting  the  amount  above 
mentiooeA  Whi^h  was  (nken  away  by  said  Sherwood.  This 
amouQl  ip  tbatiAndsitf  said  Sherwood,  was  taken  without  the 
knowledge  of.^imUfil  of  this  deponent. 

On.  tbi  day  #f  ^aid  last  mentioned  sale  and  transfer  of  stock, 
deponent. r98^Knod  at  dSr#ctor  in  said  banky  and  knows  nothing  of 
its  tpanfijEiaUon^  ekn^  that  time. 

]C^pQfieAt  further  says,  that  after  he  had  purchased  the  stock 
above  mentioned^  he  was  informed  AsU  thereq(]is|tlcoG(^f  th^phar- 
ter  of  said  bank  had  not  hoM  eomptUul  W/lh  JD  the  QrigirW  sub* 
scription  to  the  stock  thereof,  inasmuch  as  tho  re^iinsi^  ^(^  of 
the  time  and  place  of  opening  the  books  of  subscription  had  not 
been  jgiven.  Deponent  gave  notice  of  this  fact  to  those  to  whom 
he  sold  said  stock,  and  told  them  that  the  same  might  defeat  all 
interests  under  the  charter,  and  also  ^ave  them  copies  of  a  corres- 
pondence between  the  cashier  (Setn  Beach)  and  M.  J.  Bacon, 
Esq.,  then  the  Bank  Commissioner. 

W.  S.  STEVENS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  this  eleventh  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1839. 

A.  FELCH,  Bank  Cammismner. 


(No.  2.) 

IaH  of  Stockholders  and  officers. 

Names  of  the  Stockholders  and  officers  of  the  Oakland  county 

hank. 

E.  M.  Stickney, 
M.  Pearsall, 
S.  S.  Mathews, 
AbelGodard, 
Johnson  Niles, 

60 


1  share. 

•50  00 

2  ito 

100  00 

2  do 

100  00 

5  do 

2S0  00 

6  do 

800  00 
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L.  Godari 
CbarlesWelh, 
E.  Hewkt,     ' 
A.  W.  Dough««, 
Wm.  A.  Crocker, 
S;L.  ColHiw, 
Hftrl9W  GodftwJ, 
A\mz6  Godard, 
R.  T/ Sherman, 
Harlow  B:  Godwr* 
S.  &  LangdoD, 


06  ahapesy' 

100  d6 

20a  do 

SOO  i\o 

460  do 

100  da 

100  do 

4M  do 

100  do 

5  do 


3,400  00 

5,000  00 

10,000  M 

10,000  00 

lOflOi)  00 

30,000  CO 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

24,750  00 

5,000  00 

250  00 


3,000  sharai. 
K  HEWITT; 
CHAS.  WELLS, 
S.  G.  LANGDON, 
L.  GODARD, 
WM.  A.  CROCKER, 
ABEL  GODARa 
JOHNSON  NILES. 
Diredori 


B.  HEWITT,  PreridenL 
WM-  H.  GRISWOLD,  CoiWcn 
Fdruary  7, 1889^ 
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(No.2«.)  ^ 

Report  of  the  Attorney  General  relatiTe  to  banlte 
under  injunction.  ; 

Bon.  K.  &  BmoHAM,  Speah&r  of  the  House  6f  Rqnre$e9i^ive9. 

Sib — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  containing  a -list  of 
banks  which  are  under  injunction,  the  names  of  the  receiveipBt 
where  any  are  ftppointed,  the  place  of  residence  of  .each  receivei;, 
and  the  period  when  the  time  for  receiviiig  expires,  in  each  case, 
in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  yoor  body  o(  th%  Ist  inst 
With  great  respect, 

R  MOREY,  Attorney  Gemrd,lttu:h.^ 
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(No.  27.) 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  ; 
To  the  Hon.  the  House  ^  Representatwes : 

The  committee  od  agrieuhure,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part 
of  the  Governor's  message  relating  to  that  subject,  together  with 
a  resolution  of  the  House  instructing  the  committee  to  report  qd 
the  expediency  of  extending  pecuniary  aid  in  the  shape  of  pro- 
miums  to  the  various  agricultutal  interests  of  the  state,  respectr 
fully  ask  leave  to  report : 

In  giving  their  attentioD  to  this  important  subjectt  your  com- 
mittee have  been  guided  as  well  by  their  views  of  our  preseirt 
financial  concerns  as  of  our  future  prosperity. 

The  state  of  Michigan  is  one  ot  those  which  may  be  pecu- 
liarly denominated  an  agricultural  state.  The  absenoe  or  scar- 
city of  extensive  mineral  deposites  forbids  the  hope  of  compet- 
ing with  our  sister  states  in  ttmt  respect,  at  least  so  fkr  as  roganfa 
a  source  of- revenue;  whilst  a  territory  almost  entirely  sus- 
ceptible of  cultivation,  well  watered  and*  highly  fertile*  together 
with  the'facility  of  egress  to  forei^  maricets,  aided  as  it  aoou 
will  be  by  our  works  of  internal  improvement,  dfers  h^  in- 
ducemems  to  agritkdtural  exertion.  Such  advantages,  together 
with  the  present  tHj^h  prices  of  produce,  may  be  supposed  1^ 
some  to  afford  sumciefit  encouragement  to  the  farmer ;  bat  this 
view  is  to  a  great  extent  deceptive,  inasmuch  as  all  exertion 
which  is  graduated  by  prices  will  be  subject  to  their  fluctuatioot, 
and  is  not  the  spirit  by  which  alone  farmers  should  be  ac- 
tuated. Every  inteltigent  cultivator  of  the  soil  desires  to  see 
the  country  of  bis  choice  flourishing  m  all  its  parts.  He 
wishes  to  be  proud  of  the  state  in  whicn  he  lives.  It  is  ip  the 
order  and  embellishment  of  his  farm,  in  the  quality  and-  con- 
dition of  his  fitock,  and  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  his  build> 
ings,  that  he  places  his  ambition,  and  this  ambition,  laudable  as  it 
is,  uniforn>Iy  produces  its  legitimate  efl^t — his  own  happiness 
and  prosperity,  and  the  general  improvement  of  those  around 
him.  If  b^  any  means  the  goveniment  can  foster  and  encourage 
this  spirit,  It  would  seem  to  be  its  duty.  It  cannot  be  denied  that 
that  pride  which  should  ever  distinguish  the  cultivator  of  the 
soil,  has  been,  to  a  great  extent,  paralyzed  by  the  occurrenbes  of 
the  last  few  vears.  Too  many  of  our  citizens,  excited  by  f)ecti- 
lation,  have  been  led  to  look  down  on  the  daily  labor  of  the  fkrm 
as  a  secondary  matter,  or  unworthy  of  theur  talents.  It  becomes 
us  then,  to  endeavor  to  remove  their  prejudices^  to  point  out 
tti^  true  road  to  independence,  and  to  anioiatd  and  encourage 
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tbem  in  the  pursuit,  and  that  muguided  ambition  which  has  made 
many  of  them  useless  and  unhappy,  when  directed  into  its  pro- 
per channel,  may  yet  place  tt^em  among  the  worthiest  of  society. 
A  community  so  entirely  dependent  on  its  agricultural  resources, 
aa  ours,  demands,  and  ought  to  r^eeiye  aU  ttie  sa^Qn  and  siip- 
port  that  can  reasonably  be  affprded  by  its  goverpment  This 
position  might  be  sustained  by  referring  to  the  examples  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  enlightened  nations  of  ancient  and*  mbdejtei 
times. 

Your  committee  oonsider  the  present  time,  the  most  auspiciow 
for  legislative  action*  Our  facilities  for  transportation  to  and 
from  the  mterior  are  becoming  daily  more  extended,  and  the 
spirit  which  projected  them  is  yet  unabated.  If  a  corce^ppnding 
spirit  of  enlightened  agricultural  exertion  is  awakened  among  the 
farmers,  a  bright  prospect  is  before  us.  We  shall  then  see  our 
beautiful  country  pouring  forth  its  products  to  an  extent  that  will 
gladden  the  heart  of  the  true  patriot,  exiabling  the  state  not  only 
to  discharge  its  foreign  debt,  but  to  become  the  home  of  industry, 


accompanying  bill,  entitled  "  A  bill  for  the  prom'otion^^of  Agri- 
culture,'* 
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(No.  m) 

Message  from  the  Governor,  transtnHting  eorrespofMl- 
ence  in  relation  to  Howland  Hastings. 

To  Ab  Ehtise  itf  R^ifmeniaiimif ; 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represeeta* 
ttres,  psMed  February  93, 19951, 1  herewith  tranMnit  oopiee  of  all 
the  papers  in  the  ease  of  Howland  Hastings. 

e.  T.  MA80N. 


ExacmnvB  DsPAavMSNT, 
FhbnuayM,  1890. 


I 


00RRE8FON0ENCE. 

(No.  \.) 

Qmjemor  Mamm  to  Qomnwr  Arthur* 

ExBcvnYE  DepArtm^bit,  ) 
Detroit,  Jan.  \l,  1839.  ) 
Sia — I  enclose  to  your  excellency,  a  copy  of  an  ipdictnient  of 
the  grand  jurors  of  tne  Western  District  and  of  the  Prorince  of 
Upper  Caoada,  against  Howland  Hastings,  for  an  assault  and  bat- 
tery committed  *^  at  the  city  of  Detroit^*  a^inst  the  peace  and 
difoity  of  the  Queen  of  Great  DritaiOi 

^bis  case  se^m?  to  be  unconnected  with  the  utfhappy  distur^ 

bancen  which  e](i$ted  on  our  frontier,  iind  I  feel  assured  th^t  a 

piiQceediog  9Q  totally  at  variance  with  every  principle  of  English 

law,  will  receive  the  prompt  interferences  of  yoqr  exceH^ncy. 

Hastings  is  a  rcsicjleot  of  thi^  state,  and  I  nave  to  requ^t  fhat 

Jour  eijoellency,  uqder  ibe  circumataijcea  preij^qted,  will  prder 
i»4wbarge.    * 

I  ha^ve  (ho  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency*s  ob't  iwrvant, 

S,  T-  MASON. 
His  Excellency,  Sir  Gboros  Arthur, 

JAeutenant  Governor,  4rc»  4^. 


[Copy.] 
Indictment    Regina  vs.  Howland  Hastings.    Assault,  witness, 
Samuel  Willcox.    A  true  bill,  signed  **  M.  Fox,**  foreman.    Vei^ 
diet  guilty,  signed  **  John  Prince,*  chairman.    Filed  8th  Jaiiuary» 
1839,  signed  <<  W.  R.  Wood,"  deputy  clerk,  Wes.  Dis. 
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The  jurora  ibr  oar  lady  the  Queeiv  upm  their  oaths  present 
that  Howlaod  Hastings,  late  of  the  township  of  Sandwich  in  the 
Western  di^rict  aforesaid,  laborer,  on  the  first  day  of  Deceniber* 
io  fhe  second  year  of  thie  rtign  of  our  sovereign  lady  Victorta» 
with  force  and  arms  at  the  city  of  Detroit,  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
township  aforesaid,  in  the  district  aforesaid,  in  and  upon  one  Sam* 
Del  Willcox,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  our  lady  Ae  Queen,  then 
and  there  being,  did  make  an  assault,  and  him  the  said  Samuel 
Willcox  then  and  there  did  strike,  beat,  woubd,  imprisdn  and  ilh- 
treat,  and  other  wronfgs  to  the  said  Samuel  Willcox  then  and  there 
did,  to  ttie  great  damage  of  the  said  Samdel  \yincoz  and  against 
the  peace  of  our  Indy  the  Queen,  her  croWn  and  disunity. 
'  loer^  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  origmal  jH^dof  m^ 
cord. 

W-  R.  WOOD, 
Dq>.  CfPk,  JU.W.D. 
Clbkk  Ju.  Office,     )  ' 

Sandwich,  lOih  Jan.  1839. )       ' 


(No.  2.) 

Qaocrmr  Arihrnr  to  Chv&nwr  Mason. 

Branifardt  Jan.  19^  18^. 
Sis — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let* 
l^r  of  the  Uth  inst  with  ito  ioclosure»  but  as  it  embraces  a  li^tA 
aubjeot»  it  is  nepessary  thai  I  submit  it  for  the  opioioo  of  the  hiw 
officers  of  the  crowo»  aqd  which  I  will  do  the  iaslant  I  ariivie  H 
Toronto.  , 

I  befl  leave  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you  of  my  locIinatMHi  to 
treat  the  subject  with  every  coosideration  and  justice  in  my 
power* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air, 

Your  most  ob't  humble  serv't, 

GEO.  ARTHUR. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Mason. 
[Copy.] 


70 
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(No.  3.) 
Ghvermr  Arthur  to  Oovemor  Mason; 

GOYEKN M£XT  HoU8E»       ] 

Totxmto,l4th  Feb.  1839.  \ 
c!,«     wriiU  ,^f^^^^^^  ♦ — ,r  letter  of  the  19th  January  last,  ad- 

>in  Braotford,  I  have  now  the  honor 
iquiry  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
he  Western  district,  in  the  CAse  of 
:d  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
Sandwich  of  an  assault  and  battery 
epced  to  imprisonment  for  the  space 
lie  former  place,  I  became  satb6ed 
Dsupported  py  law»  and  inunediately 
je  the  prisoner. 
It  appears,  ^weveo  that  on  the  17th  ult.  an  information  was 
laid.by-pojbnel  Ffince  against  Hasting,  for  threatening  on  seve- 
ral occasions  to  take  his  me,  a!)d  tl^at  the  magistrate  be^re  whom 
this  complaint  was  made,  has  directed  that  Hastings  should  remain 
in  custody  at  Sandwich,  until  he  gives  security  for  keeping  the 
peace,  and  for  his  future  good  behavior. 

Upon  this  ground  alone,  thereibre,  I  beg  your  Excellency  to 
understand,  that  Hastings  id  now  detained  at  Sandwich,  and  I 
V  have  no  reason  tolsoippoBo  that  he.wiil  be  sobjactedto  imprison- 
ment for  a  moment  after  he  shall  have  furnished  that  assurance  of 
his  future  good  behavior,  which  has  been  required  of  him  by  the 
itia^tftfate. 

Having  thus  given  your  Excellency,  a  statement  of  the  facts 
eonne^ed  with  the  case  of  Hastings,  i  have  to  express  the  deep 
l^gretf  which  I  felt  on  discovering  that*  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions pf  the  Western  district  had  so  misunderstood  and  transcend- 
ed its  powers  on  this  occasion,  more  especially  as  the  individual 
whotA  they  had  improperly  convicted  is  represented  as  being  a 
foieigner,  and  a  citizen  of  a  country  with  which  lam  most  solici- 
tous that  those  relations  of  amttv  and  confidence,  which  long  ex- 
isted towards  this  colony)  but  wliich  a  recent  unhappy  course  of 
events  lipon  (he  frontier  has  greatly  disturbed,  should  be  fully  and 
permanently  re-established. 

While  I  thus  advert  to  the  enoneous  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  Hastings,  I  think  it  right  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  com- 
plaints have  recently  been  transmitted  to  me  by  certain  of  her 
majesty's  subjects  resident  in  Upper  Canada,  who,  while  travelling 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  private  business  in  the  United  States, 
have  been  obliged  to  submit  to  judicial  proceedings  of  a  most  irri- 
tating and  vexatious  character,  founded  generally,  as  it  would  ap- 
pear, on  political  enmity  towards  individuals  thus  aggrieved.  It 
is  ia  my  opinion,  most  desirable,  that  proceedings  of  this  nature 
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dkouM^MM^  m*Aft>xily  r^nuofls  for  me-' to  assort  ^imr  JB^oel-f 
htmy  4lMt  I  sfaall  «}ways ;  moil  covdidlly  ^  cad'  remAiy  uaile  vriAi 
your  Excellency  and  the  constituted  aathorhies  of  the  other  states 
bortfaring  on  this  proTinoe,  in  endeavoring  to  restrain  the  violea^ — 
to  protect  the  peaoeable»  and  to  enforce  with  impartiality  and 
firmness,  those  salutary  rules  of  law  and  justice  in  which  the  hap« 
pioess  of  individuals  ai^d  the  peace  and  welfare  of  nations  mtEiit 
ev«r  necessarily  depend.  "   ' 

I  have  die  honor  to  ber  sir, 

Your  Excellency's  tnoii 
CM/t  humble  servant, 

GEO.  ARTHUR. 
His  Excellency  Gov*  MAMtm^DebmL  •    *        >   .    ^ 

[Copy.]  ^  ;     .* 

(No.  4.) 
Oovemor  Mason  to  Governor  Arthur. 

February  20,  iH99. 
ExEcuTivB  Depabtmcnt,  } 

'Detroit,  Fd>.  20,  18^9.  ' ) 
Snt— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  leffer  of  the  14th' 
instant,  and  express  my  gratification  at  tl^e  decision  given  in  the 
case  of  Howland  Hastings. 

Permit  npe  to  say,  bow  fully  I  appreciate  the  sentiments  of  your, 
communication,  and  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that'  I  feel  they 
are  duly  reciprocated  by  the  government  and  authorities  of  the 
United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  ,   '      '.  ^.^, 

Most  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  MASON.  / 
His  Excellency  Sir  George  Abthur, 

,  Lieutenant  Govjemort  ^.  4^. 

[Copy.]  .  '\    .. 

t         ....  •  I 

(No.  6.)  1 

Oovemor  Mason  to  /.  McDtmeU,  E$q. 

fAruqrulQ.lSZQ,    ' 

Detroit,  fhlh  19,  1899.    ) 
Dear  Sir — lendose  you  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Sir 
George  Arthur,  lieutenant  governor  of  the  pi'oiance  of  Uppfer  Ca- 
nada, lA  relation  to  the  imprisonment  of  Howland  Hastings,  a  oi^ 
tizen  of  the  United  States.    From  the  communication  of  Sir 
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Q&orgt,  H  mil  be  feen  that  the  ongiotl  artett  mid  \ 

Hatting^  hae  been  decided  to  be  ilh^;  bet  tbat  he  ift  noar  bdd 

to  bail  to  keep  the  peace  on  the  complaint  of  John  Priooe. 

My  object  in  oalliog  your  attention  to  this  subject  i%  that  aa 
you  are  well  acquainied  with  the  inhabitaDtS  of  Sandwich,  and 
Windsor,  you  may  give  your  personal  inftuence  to  obtain  bail  for 
Hottiogsy  and  procure  his  relase  from  his  present  imprisoBoneBt 
1  have  therefore  to  request,  that  you  will  take  charge  of  the  case 
of  Hastings,  and  give  your  attention  to  it  as  I  have  iuggested. 
Very  respediuHy^ 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S-  T,  MASON. 
John  McDonkll,  Esq.,  Colkdor  Port  €f  Ddr&it. 
[Copy.] 

(No.  6.) 
.  John  McDonell^  Collector^  <^.  to  Oovemor  Mason. 

D^roUf  Feb.  21,  1839. 

SiR-^Ia  accordance  with  your  request,  contained  in  your  com- 
municatioo  of  the  19th  instant,  enclosing  the  letter  addressed  to 
5*00  by  his  exoellericy  Sir  George  Arthur,  lieutentinl  governor  d[ 
the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  directing  the  discharge  of  Row- 
land Hastings,  an  American  citizen,  from  his  incarceration  at 
Sandwich,  I  nave  the  honor  to  inform  you,  (hat  I  visited  the  jail 
at  Sandwich,  and  pnxured  his  release. 

The  ground  of  his  imprisonment  is  as  follows:  Hastings  was 
arrested  and  tried  on  an  indictment  for  an  alleged  assault  and  bat* 
tery,  committed  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  person  of  Samud 
Willcox,  a  subject  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  re- 
sidept  in  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  sentenced  by  one 
John  Prince,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  one  of  her  majesty's  pro- 
vincial magistrates,  to  six  months'  impHsonmenty  which  sentence 
was  in  operation  when  1  visited  him  in  prison.  A  full  and  aoco- 
rate  statement,  is  herewith  enclosed,  as  contained  in  the  aflUavit 
of  Hastings,  which,  from  all  my  inquiries,  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  is  correct. 

By  procuring  bail  fiir  tbe  good  behavioar  of  Hastings^  on  seve- 
ral complaints  preferred  against  him  by  the  said  Prince,  all^^ing 
threats  agamst  nia  nfe,  Hastings  was  discharged.  These  threats, 
in  aav  opiniMi,  bad  not  the  a'ightest  foundation.  They  were 
equally  as  irindoos,  absufd  and  illegal,  as  the  indietment  and  con- 
viction, upon  which  Hastings  bad  been  sentenced. 

On  my  arrival  at  Sandwich,  I  proceeded  to  the  locfgings  of  the 
high  sberifi*;  not  fiodii^  him  there,  I  waited  on  the  conunittic^ 
magistrate,  Mr.  Joseph  Woods,  who  had  committed  Hastiqgs  on 
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the  Moond  oomplaiDt  of  PriDoe,  where  I  bad  the  pleMore  of  an 
interview  with  the  sheriff.  I  stated  to  both  these  geotleroen,  the 
object  of  my  mission,  and  exhibited  to  them  the  letter  of  Sir 
Greorge  Arthur.  The  mas^istrate  demanded  bail,  in  the  sum  of 
£200  by  Hastings,  and  two  freeholders  securities,  each  in  the  sum 
of  £100.  I  encountered  much  difficulty  in  procuring  the  requi- 
site bail,  from  the  apprehension  indulged  in  by  many  uf  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  province,  of  giving  oflfence  to^  and  irritatinir  this  John 
Prinoe,  the  complainaat*  At  length  I  succeeded  by  indemnifyjnjy; 
tboee  gentlemen,  whom  I  fortunately  met,  and  persuaded  to  this 
act  of  hooianity,  against  all  loss — Charles  Elliott,  Esq.  and  Col* 
Bell,  who  entei^  into  the  necessary  security,  and  Hastings  was 
discharged.  I  was  facilitated  iip  mv  object  by  Col.  William  EK 
lioti  Robert  Meroer,  Esq.  Capt  John  Wilkinson,  Charles  Ander- 
son asd  Jolm  Cowen,  Esq.,  and  several  other  gentlemen  to  whom 
1 9ko  feel  much  indebted  for  courtesy  and  kindness ;  all  of  whom 
feel  a  deep  interest  in  supporting  the  supremacy  of  the  kwf 
and  the  institutions  of  their  own  country. 

Shortly  after  the  liberation  of  Hastings,  this  John  Prince  ^atme 
into  the  jail  where  I  was,  in  company  with  several  others,  all  in 
military  costume.  After  Prinoe  had  examined  the  recognizances 
of  bail,  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  aooompaoied  me,  left  the 
priion,  on  observing  which,  and  that  I  was  alone,  Prince  asked 
me  if  I  had  indemnified  the  bail.  On  my  giving  a  reply  in  the  af- 
firmative, this  militaiT  magistrate  of  the  upper  province,  denoua* 
oed  me  in  a  strain  of  vul^  abuse,  unnecessary  to  detail  in  this 
official  comrnunication,  and  which  I  deemed  at  the  time,  too  pen* 
rile  add  pitiful  to  notice.  I  immediately  left  him  and  his  compaa- . 
ions  fti  the  jail,  satisfied  with  having  accomplished  my  ot^t  in  the 
releaoe  from  unlawful  and  cruel  imprispoment  of  an  uaoSendiw 
American  citizen,  who  had  visited  the  country  on  matters  of  busi* 
nessi  and  was  innocent  of  any  infraction  of  its  laws. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  serv't, 

JOHN  McDONELL. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Masoit. 
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(No.  29.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Banks,  &c.,  to  whom 
was  referred  so  much  of  the  Governor's  Message  as 
relates  to  the  establishment  of  a  State^Bank. 

Thie  committee  on  banks  and  incorporattons,  have  had  nnder 
oonsideration  that  part  of  the  Governor's  messa^  relating  to  a 
state  bank,  and  sundry  petitions  on  the  same  subject  referred  to 
them,  and  would  respectfully  submit  a  charter  for  a  state  bank, 
togeUier  with  the  following  report : 

A  medium  of  exchange  as  a  currency,  has  been  a  subject  of 
momentous  consideration  from  the  organization  of  civil  and  po^ 
Htical  institutions.  It  has  claimed  the  attention  of  the  atatesman, 
the  sage,  and  the  philanthropist,  in  all  ages,  from  the  earliest  fbr« 
mation  of  government  to  the  present  time,  and  yet,  it  seems 
almost  impossible  to  secure  the  great  desideratum — an  unflactu- 
ating  representative  of'property  value. 

The  precious  metals  are  now  used  throughout  the  empire  of 
civilization  as  a  standard  currency,  and  recognized  as  a  medium 
of  exchange  possessing  Intrinsic  value  in  all  enlightened  countries. 

But  the  improvements  of  the  last  century,  in  the  arts  and  Scien- 
ces, and  the  corresponding  development  of  laudable,  ambitious 
enterprise,  in  manufecturing  and  comrtiercial  pursuits,  have  seem* 
ed  to  demand  a  more  extensive  currency  than  the  metals  would 
afford  at  their  fixed  valuation.  To  increase  the  medium  of  ex- 
change, banking  institutions  have  been  established,  iirom  which 
istoes  of  nominal  value  have  been  made,  and  now  take  the  place 
of  metals  possessing  intfinsrc  worth.  Of  the  tendency  and  influ- 
ence of  those  institutions,  it  is  not  the  object  of  your  committee,  at 
this  time,  to  express  an  opinion ;  it  is  not  their  design  to  enter  into 
the  abstract  question  of  the  original  utility  or  detrimental  efiects 
of  banking  corporations.  Of  their  benefifs,  much  can  be  said ;  of 
their  evil  results,  much  has  been  seen  within  the  last  half  century, 
even  in  our  own  land,  whet^  virtue  and  intelligenoe  sway  the 
government  sceptre.  To  secure  the  good,  and  ^uard  against  the 
evil  results  of  a  monetary  corporation,  is  the  design  of  your  com- 
mittee, when  they  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  state  bank. 
The  common  system  of  banking  is  unequal,  and  constitutes  a 
moneyed  monopoly  when  conducted  by  chartered  companies,  and 
is  calculated  to  combine  individual  wealth  into  powerful,  and  too 
often  fraudulent  compacts. 

Experience  of  the  past  has  shown,  that  full  credit  cannot  be 
obtained  for  a  paper  currency  based  upon  the  promise  of  collec- 
tive bodies  of  men,  whose  pecuniary  interest  might  prompt  them 
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to  Mue  a  greater  unouot  of  promisMMry  notes,  thaa  they  were  able 
lo  redeem ;  and  ^that  the  bank  notes  of  ooe  state  would  not  be 
taken  at  par  value  in  another.  Confidence  has  been  forfeited^ 
suspicions  of  fraud  been  excited^  the  banks  hare  been  called  to 
redeem  their  pledges^  and  finding  themselves  unable,  faa%'e  susr 
pended  payment,  and  spread  dismay  throughout  the  whole 
country. 

The  stale  ci  our  financial  affairs,  has  elicited  an  investigation, 
the  result  of  which  is^  a  great  change  in  public  opinion,  ostd  a 
disposition  to  correct  the  abuses  of  intrigue  and  cupidity.  . 

The  lamentable  situation  of  our  state  currency,  and  the  unpar* 
alleled  frauds  in  recent  banking  transactions,  are  sufficient  argo* 
oMBts  for  a  speedy  action  of  our  legislature* 

The  general  banking  law  has  raoeived  the  disapprobation  of  the 
community,  who  seem  not  so  much  to  condemn  the  principles, 
but  the  rraolt  flowing  from  the  abuse. 

Banks  sprung  into  existence  without  capital^  men  ec^ged  ia 
Ihe  businesa  without  principle,  and  consequently,  Michigan  cur- 
rency beoame  so  much  depreciated,  that  it  almost  proved  fatal  ta 
business  transactions,  and  highly  prejudicial  to  the  character  of  our 
young  state.' 

It  would  seem  at  this  time,  when  all  confidence  is  lost  in  mosl 
of  DUr  banks,  that  nothiug  will  so  effectually  relieve  the  waatlB  of 
iho  commimity,  and  place  us  upon  a  par  with  our  sister  states,  as 
a  bank  of  extensive  capital^  with  the  laitb  of  the  state  pledged  for 
the  redemption  of  its  issues. 

It  is  well  known,  that  so  long  as  there  is  safety  in  state  govena- 
ment,  and  the  unanimity  of  feeling  that  now  exists  between  the 
difkrent  members  of  the  Union,  so  long  will  the  bills  and  notes 
of  exchange  of  any  ooe  state  be  current  in,  and  honored  by,  aH 
the  rest.  If  a  state  bank  be  conducted  with  financial  sagacity, 
with  care  and  prudence,  its  notes  will  bear  a  premium  at  home 
and  pass  at  par  in  the  Atlantic  cities.  The  difference  of  exchange 
wiU  be  more  to  our  advantage^ — articles  of  commerce  will  be  re« 
doned  in  price — facilities  of  trade  will  be  increased— capitalists 
will  be  induced  to  embark  in  different  enterprises,  and  the  whole 
stata  will  assume  a  more  promising  aspect. 

.  In  addition  to  the  general  benefit  to  the.  trading  community,  it 
must  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  state  government,  by  which 
taxation  will  be  lessened,  and  a  fund  be  created  that  will,  in  a 
series  of  years,  be  aufiicient  to  reiniburse  the  loans  for  its  own 
eapital  stock,  as  well  as  those  made  for  the  completion  of  our 
kitemal  improvements. 

It^presents  a  system  of  banking  in  which  all  must  feel  more  or 
less  interested ;  since  each  and  every  citizen  is  a  stockholder  and 
shares  in  the  dividend  of  the  profits.  A  fund  is  raised  by  a  bond 
ttpon.improductive  property,  or  property  that  yields  the  same  in- 
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oome  at  without  it,  mod  money  discounted  to  the  joint  ownem 
wiio  atoQce  have  the  use,  and  share  in  the  interest  and  pro&s  ef 
their  own  loan. 

The  bill  which  your  committee  have  framed,  fixes  a  main  insti- 
totton  and  provides  for  the  establishment  <^ntne  branches. 

Six  directors  are  to  be  appointed  by  a  joint  vote  of  the  legisla- 
ture, who  shall  choose  a  seventh  for  a  president.  The  president 
and  directors  constitute  a  state  board  to  establish  brandies  at 
suob  parU  of  the  state  as  shall  most  reqoine  them,  eadi  with  a 
capital  stock  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol« 
lars,  one  half  to  be  supplied  by  the  states  and  the  other  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  individual  capitalists.  The  stock  in  fifty  doibir  sharesi 
roust  be  taken  within  a  given  time,  and  if  the  stockholders  wisli» 
tbey  may  pay  20  per  cent,  and  k)an  of  the  sute  the  remaining  88 
mr  cent,  for  which  they  must  give  security  upon  good,  unineom- 
bered  real  estate,  to  twice  the  amount,  and  at  the  appraisal  erf"  the 
state  board  of  directors. 

For  such  loan,  the  state  will  receive  seven  per  cant  interest; 
and  the  common  school  fund  nearly  one  per  cent,  (as  npoo  all 
other  bank  stock,)  and  no  dividends  of  pronumadeto  such  stock- 
holders until  the  whole  amount  of  their  capital  stock  be  paid  ibr^ 
Unless  by  direction  of  the  state  beard. 

As  soon  as  the  stock  is  taken,  the  slodUx>iders  have  the  right  of 
choosrnff  five  directors,  and  the  state  board  appoints  fouiv  who 
shall  seleot  one  from  the  nine  for  their  ptesident*- 

The  state  board  issue  the  bills  to  the  branches,  all  seined  by 
the  president,  and  the  branches  discount  and  perform  all  other 
business  translations  usual  to  banking  institutions. 

The  parent  institution  discounts  no  notes,  but  keeps  the  platos^ 
and  controls  the  annount  issued  to  each  respective  branch. 

When  any  branch  goes  into  operation,  the  directors  of  said 
branch  shall  choose  one  of  their  number  to  meet  with  the  staia 
board,  with  a  right  equal  to  a  state  director,  upon  all  questions 
relating  to  the  state  bank  and  its  branches.  But  when  the  board 
shall  have  established  seven  branches,  then  the  legislature  hame 
the  right  to  increase  the  number  of  the  state  board  to  equal  the 
numbir  elected  by  the  branches*  Each  state  director  to  hold  Urn 
ofiice  for  the  term  of  two,  and  the  president,  five  years,  but  sub- 
ject to  be  removed  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the 
legislature.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  state  board  to  have  a  genenl  sok 
pervision  of  the  branches,  to  examine  the  bodes  and  aooounts^  and 
to  report  annually  to  the  legislature,  all  matters  connected  witk 
the  institution,  its  dues,  liabilities,  circulation,  k)S8e8  and  profits. 
The  directors  of  the  branches  are  restricted  in  their  discoonts,  and 
10  prevent  fraud  or  undue  patronage  to  any  party,  two  voles  oat 
of  the  nine,  will  prevent  a  discount 
Each  officer  of  the  bank,  is  not  only  required  to  take  an  oslh 
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fer  theiailhfal  and  imfmrtial  discharge  of  his  duty,  but  to  enter 
into  heavy  penal  bonds  as  aeourity  to  the  state,  and  safety  to  the 
rights  of  private  stockholders. 

The  faith  of  the  state  stands  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  all 
the  bank  issues,  and  in  case  of  insolvency  in  any  branch,  its  di- 
rectors are  first  held  responsible  in  their  personal  and  real  pro- 
perty, next  the  private  stockholders,  and  last,  the  state,  so  that  the 
bill  holder  can  sufier  no  loss,  so  long  as  he  has  such  security,  and 
the  funds  of  the  state  cannot  be  impaired  without  fraudulent  con- 
duct of  officers. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  punishment  of  frauds,  and  fixes  se- 
vere penalties  for  violation  of  official  oaths,  and  for  embezzlii^ 
the  funds,  or  otherwise  wilfully  attempting  to  defraud  the  institu- 
tion. 

The  bill  requires  that  the  directors  appointed  by  the  legislature^ 
shall  be  ex-officio  a  board  of  loan  Commissioners^  to  make  such 
loans  as  the  jtate  may  order^  and  to  manage  all  fund^  and  stocks 
belonging  to  the  different  interests  of  the  state. 

Any  branch  may  be  a  depository  of  funds  to  be  expended  by 
the  state,  subject  to  removal  when  required  by  the  interest  of  the 
public ;  and  all  funds  belonging  to  the  state  are  to  be  kept  and 
disbursed  by  the  different  branches. 

Your  committee  are  aware,  that  a  variety  of  opinions  have 
been  entertained  upon  the  details  of  a  bill  for  a  state  bank,  nor  is 
it  to  be  denied  but  a  discrepancy  of  sentiment  has  existed  in  com- 
mittee upon  the  question  before  them.  Some  preferred  an  insti. 
tutiop  with  the  stock  owned  and  controlled  entirely  by  the  state ; 
and  others  believed  that  the  system  proposed  in  the  bill  would  be 
safer  and  more  satisfactory  to  the  public,  for  vyhom  we  were  called 
to  legislate.  The  subject  has  been  carefully  and  candidly  exa- 
mined, and  your  committee  are  now  unanimous  in  reporting, 
and  pledging  their  cordial  support  to  the  charter  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

Although  many  strong  objections  may  present  themselves  to  the 
union  of  the  state  stock  with  private  capital  for  banking  pursuits, 
still  it  is  believed,  that  with  the  guards  and  checks  which  one  in- 
terest has  upon  the  other,  it  will  be  safe  to  each. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  the  committee  to  establish  a  plan,  that 
should  remove  the  bank  as  far  from  party  political  influence  as 
possible  ;  tttid  it  is  believed  that  the  system  adopted  for  the  man- 
agement of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  is  placed  beyond  the  im- 
mediate control  of  any  interest,  or  any  party.  An  institution,- 
where  all  of  the  officers  are  to  be  elected  by  the  people  or  their 
immediate  representatives,  would  soon  become  a  matter  of  poli- 
tical controversy,  and  thus  expose  the  financial  afiairs  of  the  state 
to  the  intrigue,  cupidity,  and  management  of  aspiring  and  heart- 
less demagogues.  >  But  the  plan  proposed,  divider  the  control  and 
71 
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the  bebefit^  between  differebt  interestsi  Abd  plAisM  Mdi  lis  « 
watchman  over  the  other,  and  secures  the  guanfian  cttt  of  alli 
in  protecting  the  rights  of  the  community. 

In  the  present  institution  tiiere  must  be  entire  safety^  as  there 
is  a  mutual  interest  of  state  and  private  capital,  whife  each 
branch  is  obliged  to  redeem  the  bills  of  any  othen 

Upon  mature  deliberation,  your  committee  aorde  to  the  iM*i* 
elusion  that  the  system  proposed  would  be  most  beneficial  and 
least  objectbniGible  to  the  commonwealth  of  Miditg^n.  There 
can  be  but  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  observing,  as  to  the 
importance  of  establishms;  a  currency  in  this  state  that  shall  an- 
swer as  a  medium  of  exchange  in  bushfiess  pursuits.  It  is  but  io 
,  its  infancy,  the  balance  of  trade  is  yet  against  it,  the  capital  ib- 
vested  in  banks  cannot  be  used  to  advantage,  credit  is  longiflftih 
ing,  and  the  Whole  community  are  sufl^ring  from  the  sad  dilemma 
into  which  they  hate  fallen  I  ' 

It  is  not  to  foe  expected  that  a  bank  w  II  give  permanent  relief 
to  the  state  without  cottateral  aid,  and  that  aid  can  only  be  found 
in  the  productions  of  out  prolific  soil.  Money  is  but  the  repre- 
sentative of  property,  and  is  good  for  nothing  only  as  a  medium 
of  exchange,  in  the'  transfer  iand  change  of  essential  cotnmodi^ 
ties. 

The  estabfisHment  of  a  state  bank  in  Michigan,  WiU  be  an 
epoch  in  its  history— it  will  restore  credit,  open  the  avenues 
of  commerce,  unclc^  the  Wheels  of  industry,  and  Invite  the 
mass  of  emigrants  to  settle  Within  her  limits  and  cultrvnta  ber 
soil.  The  hundreds  who  now  lie  dormant  for  the  want  of 
available  funds  to  culture  the  soil,  will  feel  the  electric  impulsd 
and  rouse  to  active  pursuits.  Her  internal  improvement  syMem 
will  be  aided,  her  rich  resources  will  be  developed,  and  the  pros- 
pects of  hel*  enterprising  inhabitants  will  be  more  cheering. 

THOMAS  FITZGERALD, 
DANIEL  S.  BACON. 
ISAAC  WIXOM. 
NORMAN  LITTLE, 
ANDREW  6.  HAMMONR 
NOBLE  H.  FINNEY, 
GEO.  C.  GIBBS, 
ANDREW  MACK, 
CALEB  N.  ORMSBY. 
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(No.  30.) 

Message  from  the  Governor,  transmitting  papers  I'l^^ 
tive  to  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county. 

;Gx9outivb  Qspaktwnt,  ) 

To  the  House  of  Representatima : 

I  enclose  herewith  a  communication,  with  other  papers,  from 
C.  A.  Emerson,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county,  which  I 
am  requested  to  lay  before  the  l^siature. 

S.  T-  MASON- 


DOCUMENTS, 

(No.  1.) 

Letter  to  ihe  Betnk  Commissioner^  from  the  Governor. 

ExBcuTtvB  Depa&tmknt, 
Feb.  26,  1839. 

Dear  Sir — I  enclose  you  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Cashier 
of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county,  accompanying  which,  is  a  state- 
moat  of  the  eendhion  of  the  iMink  on  the  28d  February  ioitanty 
lo  whioh  I  beg  leave  to  call  yourattenden. 
I  am,  sir,  yours;  &c. 

S.  T.  MASON. 
To  EjN'riuiD  pRiTciiBiTB,  Esq. 
Bank  Cemmissiener. 


(No,  3.) 
BmA  of  Macomb  Ckmrttffr 

Mount  Clemens,  28^  Feb.  1839. 
Statement  of  the  Affairs  qfthis  Bank,  February  23,  18^9, 

Loans  and  discountsJ76,619  10  Capitid  paid  jn,  9105429  00 

Due  from  sw4ryper'^  1,261  45  Circulatioo,             31,585  00 

Real  eftftiet                  2,850  00  Discounts  received, 

and  profit  &  loss,  6,137  01 

Expenses,                    3,503  75  Deposites,                  2,029  99 

Bwk  furniture,             1,808  30  Due  banks,                   476  71 

On  exchange,              9,390  00  •*  John  Ward  &  Co.      2  25 
Due  from  other  banks,  3,704  73 
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AgencvinBufialo,  •29,800  56 
Bilk  of  other  banks,  3,600  00 
Specie,  12,962  17 


>  88. 


#145,650  06 

State  of  Michtoait, 
County  of  Macomb. 

I,  C.  A.  Emerson,  dashier  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  statement 
b  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowle<k;e  and  belief. 

C  A.  EMERSON, 
Cashier* 

Subscribed  and  swom>  this  the  twenty-third  day  of  February, 
1838,  before  me.  T.  R.  BROWN. 

Notary  Public 


(Na  8.) 

Letter  from  C.  A*  Emerson,  Casfder,  unth  a  Statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  Macomb  County  Bank. 

Mount  Clemens,  23d  FA.  1839. 
To  Us  Excellency  Stkvehs  T.  Mason, 

Gqv.  State  of  Michigan: 
Dear  Sir — ^During  my  absence  from  home,  I  understood  that 
the  legislature  desired  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  institu- 
tion, and  that  the  Bank  Commissioners  were  directed  to  make  an 
examipation-  I  have  not  been  able  to  see  the  report  made  to  the 
legislature  by  them,  but  I  am  conscious  that  their  repcHTt  will  mis- 
1^  the  public,  as  to  the  true  situation  of  our  bank.  A  portion 
of  the  stock  has  been  recently  paid  in  by  the  stockholders,  and 
the  circulation  much  reduced.  Specie  and  other  funds  have  been 
placed  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  to  a  greater  amount  than  the 
whole  of  their  liabilities  to  the  public  We  have  also  made  a 
movement  to  have  the  injunction  now  upon  the  bank  dissolved,  so 
that  those  holding  the  bills  of  the  bank  can  receive  their  pay  for 
the  same,  if  they  desire.  It  is  to  correct  the  public  in  this  respect, 
that  I  transmit  the  actual  state  of  the  bank,  and  request,  that  you 
win  lay  the  same  before  the  legislature. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obed't  and  humble  serv% 

C.  A.  EMERSON. 
Cashier. 
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(Na4.) 
htiUrfrom  ihe  Bank  Commi9skmei\ 

Detrcit,  Fdfruary  27,  1839. 
7b  Us  Excdkney  Srarsiu  T.  Masov. 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  communicaUoD>  calling  my  attention 
to  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  C.  A.  Emerson,  cashier  of  the  Ma- 
comb county  bank,  covering  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  that 
institution,  and  expressing  a  consciousness  that  the  report  of  the 
Bank  Commissioners  "will  mislead  the  public  as  to  the  true  situa- 
tion of  the  bank,  I  have  the  honor  to  state :  that  on  the  examina- 
tion of  the  bank  there  'was  no  person  present  to  explain  its  afiairs, 
but  the  president,  A.  Weeks.  His  ability  to  make  the  proper  ex- 
planation of  the  transactions  of  the  bank,  he  stated,  was  limited, 
and  expressed  a  strong  desire  that  the  report  should,  if  possible, 
be  delayed  until  the  return  of  C.  A.  Emerson,  the  Cashier.  He 
promised  that  Mr.  Emerson  and  himself,  would  wait  upon  the 
Commissioners  in  Detroit,  and  explain  the  former  transactions  of 
the  bank,  and  the  arrangements  then  in  process  of  completion  by 
the  cashier,  to  reinstate  its  affairs. 

The  former  president  and  one  of  the  direCtcH^  likewise,  pro- 
mised to  furnish  some  information,'  which  they  have  since  done. 

With  a  view  to  a  full  and  impartial  report,  its  completion  has 
been  dela}red. 

From  the  course,  however,  which  has  been  taken  by  the  cash- 
ier, it  would  appear,  that  he  is  not  disposed  to  redeem  the  pledge 
given  by  the  president  The  report,  therefore,  will  be  prepared 
without  further  delay,  from  the  materials  in  my  possession,  and 
transmitted  to  the  le^slature. 

With  greit  respect, 

Your  obed't  serv*t. 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 
Pmk  Commissioner. 
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(No.  31.) 

Report  of  the  majority  of  the  committM  appmnted  to 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Michigan  State 
Bank. 

The  select  committee  of  iovesti^tioQ»  to  whom  was  commKte4 
the  ex^tmination  and  inquiry  ioto  we  coaditioa  of  the  fuods  of  tbis 
8tate»  the  ditbursements  made  by  the  officers  and  Agents  of  tb^ 
same»  and  also  (o  give  tbeir  opinion  as  to  the  safety  of  the  money 
belonging  to  the  statOi  and  if  the  same  is  now  available,  have  had 
the  subjects  embraced  within  the  inquiry  under  eoqsiderationf  and 
having,  in  the  opinien  of  your  oommittee,  bestowed  the  attention 
that  so  importaxit  and  deeply  interesting  subject  demands,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  and  acoompanyiiig  doco^ 
meotSf 

To  enable  yoinr  connnittee  to  proceed  to  the  iuFestigatioa 
without  delay,  they  instructed  their  qhairmaa  to  communicate  lo 
the  president  of  the  Michigan  Stale  Bank,  that  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and  requesting 
bim  to  name  a  day  at  his  earliest  convenience,  to  receive  the 
committee  at  the  bank  to  proceed  with  their  examination ;  and  ia 
reply  to  that  letter,  your  committee  received  for  answer,  that  on 
the  following  Monday,  the  bank  would  receive  the  committee  at 
its  banking-house,  and  submit  a  statement  of  its  aflairs  and  condi- 
tion for  ti^ir  inspection.  In  the  mean  time,  and  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  this  inquiry,  the  committee  instructed  their  chairman 
to  propound  the  following  written  interrogatories  to  the  president 
of  the  bank,  and  would  respectfully  refer  the  House  to  document 
marked  (A.)  for  a  copy  of  the  same.  On  Monday,  the  fourth  of 
February,  your  committee  had  their  first  meeting  at  the  bank, 
and  received  from  F.  H.  Steevens,  Esq.  the  president  thereof,  the 
following  statement,  marked  (B.)  in  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

After  an  examination  was  had  into  the  above  mentioned  state- 
ment,  your  committee  concluded,  that  further  information  was 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  arrive  at  just  conclusions,  either  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  bank,  or  the  safety  of  the  funds  belonging  to 
the  stale  deposited  there ;  and  they  consequently  instructed  their 
chairman  to  propound  further  interrogatories,  with  a  statement 
annexed,  contained  in  document  marked  (C.)  After  a  delay  of 
several  days,  your  committee  received  from  the  president  of  the 
above  mentioned  bank,  a  statement,  the  correctness  of  which  was 
verified  with  his  oath,  purporting  to  be  answers  to  the  several  in- 
terrogatories, propounded  in  documents,  marked  (A.  and  &)  and 
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wMoh  if  hemwlth  aDMXdd»  imrked  (D.)  To  thit  ftptatament^ 
your  committee  felt  culled  upon  to  take  btrong  end  decided  ex* 
ceptioiM«  They  could  not  resist  the  conviotioii  that  forced  itself 
upon  their  mifid>  th&t  their  inquiry  was  sought  to  be  evaded,  or 
themsalree  treated  with  disrespect,  and  consequently  the  foliowinji; 
correspondence  took  place  between  the  committee  and  the  presi* 
dent  of  the  bank ;  their  respective  communications,  nrwrked  (B. 
and  F«)  will  be  found  iti  the  accompanying  documents^  It  wifl 
also  be  seen  from  this  correspondence,  thai  the  committee  propo> 
sad  to  pursue  a  different  course,  in  continuing  this  invescigaiioDt 
and  in  pursuance  of  that  determination,  a  meeting  was  had  at  tha 
batik,  and  a  particular  inquiry  instituted  relating  to  that  very  sin- 
gular item,  in  document  Vnarked,  (D.)  *'  Various  other  bank  notes, 
110,690,"  the  result  of  which  will  be  found  in  document  marked 
(6.)  At  the  above  meeting  and  With  a  view  to  prevent  any  ft>- 
tore  misunderstanding  between  the  committee  and  the  bank,  they 
submitted  the  following  statement,  marked  (H.)  in  documents.  In 
their  subsequent  examinations  at  the  bank,  the  committee  have 
been  enabled  to  establish  the  following  facts : 

First,  that  within  the  past  year,  the  Michigan  state  bank  has 
received  from  the  State  Treasurer,  and  in  behalf  of  the  state,  and 
principally  to  the  credit  of  the  general  fund,  $14,919  78,  which 
aum  has  been  entered  upod  their  books  and  marked  *'  special,'' 
not  sealed  up  and  placed  into  the  vaults  of  the  bank  for  safe  keep- 
ing, to  be  handed  back  to  the  depositor  in  kind,  but  left  in  a  con- 
dition tb  be  handled,  used  or  appropriated,  not  only  by  the  officers 
of  the  bank,  the  State  Treasurer,  but  the  board  of  interoal  in>- 
provement,  and  various  other  persons  under  their  direction,  who 
were  desirous  to  make  selections  from  the  same. 

Second,  that  these  funds  were  so  situated,  that  your  committee 
cannot  for  a  moment  believe,  that  any  distinction  was  or  could  be 
kept  under  the  circumstances,  between  the  funds  of  the  state,  and 
similar  kind  of  funds  received  by  the  bank ;  and  in  support  of 
diis  position,  it  the  fact,  that  the  officers^  of  the  bank  were  unable 
to  state  to  the  committee  the  precise  kind  of  funds  received  when 
those  entries  wet«  made  upon  the  books  of  the  bank.  Neither 
can  they  inform  the  committee  of  the  specific  kind  of  funds,  that 
have  been  paid  to  contractors  and  others,  from  the  internal  in>- 

Etx>vement  fund  ;  but  testimony  has  been  elicited  to  show  that  a 
Lrge  quantity  of  very  worthl^  money  has  been  paid  from  that 
fund,  and  a  portion  of  Which,  at  an  advanced  period  of  last  sunv- 
mer. 

The  officers  of  the  bank  testified  before  the  committee,  that 
city  funds  or  their  equivalent,  had  jbeen  paid  in  all  cases  to  those 
having  claims  upon  the  internal  improvement  fund,  since  the  first 
of  Atigust  last,  and  yet  that  is  positively  contradicted  by  other 
lestioioBy.    The  president  of  the  bank  sets  forth,  in  dooumeot  (D.) 
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that  the  state  has  upon  special  depositeio  the  state  bank*  fSO^OWi 
and  yet  the  concurrent  testimony  of  Hill,  the  teller,  and  the  b^cka^ 
show  that  only  $19,019  78  were  ever  received  from  the  state 
under  such  circumstances  by  the  bank,  except  about  9300  of 
Yp^lanti  money,  not  entered  on  the  books.  And  what  is  still 
more  unaccountable  to  your  committee,  if  the  testimony  is  all  to 
be  believed,  is  the  fact,  that  out  of  the  919,919  78  has  been 
loaned  more  than  924,000  by  the  commissioners  of  internal  im- 
jNTOvement;  a  lar^  amount  has  been  paid  to  persons  having 
claims  against  the  state,  and  yet  more  than  thirty  thousand  dollars 
remain  on  hand.    This,  surely,  must  be  a  most  prolific  fund. 

Third,  Your  committee  deemed  it  important  to  know  the 
amount  of  indebtedness  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  said  bank, 
to  that  institution!  to  enable  them  to  judge  of  its  business  opera* 
tions  generally,  and  particularly  of  their  ability  to  meet  a  recent 
liability  that  they  have  assumed  to  the  state,  as  directors  of  that 
bank,  for  the  security  and  ultimate  pajment  of  the  state  fund, 
should  the  bank  not  meet  its  engagements.  This  information, 
they  are  sorry  to  say,  was  denied  them  ;  as  was  also  the  informa- 
tion sought  to  be  obtained  in  that  very  important  item  in  their  ex- 
hibit, viz :  *<Due  from  bank.''  This,  it  will  readily  be  discovered, 
was  large,  and  the  absolute  importance  to  know  the  banks  froai 
"which  it  was  due,  greatly  enhanced*  Yet,  as  suggested  above, 
your  committee  was  informed  that  the  inquiry  could  not  be  an- 
swered* How  far  the  officers  of  the  bank  are  justified  in  with- 
holding the  information  thus  sought,  the  committee  leave  the  house 
to  judge.  They  caqnot,  however,  allow  this  occasion  to  pass, 
without  saying  that  the  bank  would  probably  have  consulted  its 
own  interest,  and  consequently  those  of  the  state,  if  they  had  ta« 
ken  a  difierent  course  in  this  investigation.  Shuffling  evasion  and 
concealment,  are  not  the  companions  of  honesty.  It  will  also  be 
discovered,  by  refe^nce  to  the  exhibit  of  the  bank  on  the  first 
inst.,  that  their  available  assets  are  inadequate  to  meet  their  in« 
debtedness  to  the  state  alone,  without  reference  to  their  other  li- 
abilities. And  in  view  of  the  above  facts  and  conclusions,  your 
committee  are  not  at  any  loss  to  arrive  at  others  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  with  eaual  facility.  And  the  subject  involving 
the  safety  of  the  funds  of  the  state,  will  next  receive  their  atten- 
tion* They  believe  the  facts  above  stated  to  be  sufficient  to  war- 
rant them  in  coming  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  funds  of  the  state 
cannot  be  safe  while  entrusted  to  that  institution.  Its  course  for 
the  past  year  justifies  the  position  taken.  Its  present  condition  is 
conclusive,  and  its  course  throughout  this  examination  would  be 
sufficient  in  the  absence  of  all  otner  reasons.  They  would  there- 
fore respectfully  suggest  the  necessity  of  withholding  from  that 
bank  any  further  deposite,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  funck  be- 
longing to  the  state  as  soon  as  practicable.    And  in  conaectio» 
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whfa  (hh  tiSk^M,  4he  eottmiHee  bi^  leave  to  f^lt  the  irtteiitiMi  df 
the  bmmb  to  die  fcci,  that  a  t)o&d  has  been  exeeuted  in  the  pedal 
80m  of  9500,000  by  the  directors  of  the  Sute  bank,  (with  the 
etoeption  of  John  Norton,  Jr.,)  for  the  security  of  this  fund  to  the 
state,  now  held  by  the  State  bank,  and  is  filed  with  H;  Howard, 
State  Yreasurer,  who  is  one  of  the  signers*  This  bond,  it  ap- 
pears, was  executed  tfnd  filed  without  its  beid^  required  try  any 
provision  of  existii^  taw,  and  it 'was  so  filed,  it  is  said,  at  the  sCig- 
gtstion  of  the  Governor,  without  expressing  any  opinion  concern* 
M^  its  object  Your  eommittee  cannot  befiere  that  it  can  Ver^ 
materiality  afi^Vie  safety  of  the  funds,- neither  should  it,  in  their 
OfMiion,  mftuenee  the  adtion  of  the  legislature  upon  this  import- 
atit  Sdfa^t  ¥ovr  committee  deem  it  unnecessary,  if  it  coutd  be 
thought  to  be-  any  part  of  their  duty,  which  they  suppose  it  is  not, 
ff>  enter  into  an  argument  to  conirinoe  any  member  of  this  House, 
^t  a  very  large  amount  of  pcr^nal  security  would  ^be  requisite 
to  secure  so  large  a  debt,  and  situated  as  are  tliose  signers,  their 
responsibility  must  be  intimatelv  connected  with  that  of  the  bank, 
and  when  fbo  latter  ceases  to  be  a  safe  depository,  the  former 
must'cease  to  be  go<}d  security ;  neither  will  it  be  expected  of  the 
committee  to  enter  into  ^'detailed  statement  upon  this*  subject 
Thev  have  sought  information  upon  a  subject  so  very  important, 
and  have  so  far  succeeded  as  to  render  the  mattet  exceedingly 
plain  to  their  minds.  There  is  yet  another  subject  to  which  the 
committee  beg  leave  to  advert  How  far  it  comes  within  th^ 
purview  of  the  resolution  under  which  your  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, to  express  an  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  loans  made 
oy  the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement,  the  committee  will 
not  stop  to  enquire ;  as  that  subject  has  necessarily  been  brought 
before  them  in  this  examination,  they  cannot  well  pass  it  without 
briefly  alluding  to  the  circumstances.  It  appears  from  the  testi- 
mony that  came  before  the  committee,  as  welt  as  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  commissioners  themselves,  that  a  laige  sum  of  money 
has  been  loaned  to  individuals  and  corporations  called  banks,  with- 
out any  law'  to  warrant  or  reasonable  excuse  to  jusrtify  it,  and  in 
some  cases  without  taking  any  security  for  its  repayment,  and 
little  doubt  exists  in  the  minds  of  your  committee,  that  much  of  it 
win  prove  a  total  loss  to  the  state,  unless  the  bank  of  cx>mmis- 
siooers  or  both  should  be  held  liable  to  the  state  for  its  retnrn  into 
the  treasury.  There  cannot  be  any  doubt  of  its  haying  been 
drawn  from  the  bank  whhout  even  the  appearance  of  the  AaddW 
of  a  law  to  justify  it,  and  therefore  your  committee  would  recom- 
mend that  DGth  the  bank  and  commissioners  be  held  responsible 
for  its  repayment  Your  committee  would  also  suggest,  in  view 
of  the  facts  that  have  been  elicited  upon  the  occasi6n,  that  the 
bank  be  ordered  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  state,  the  amount  of 
money  that  she  pretended  to  hold  upoa  special  deposite  to  her 
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Oifedili'in  gfod  tad  ^railftble  fuodsrMd  iifKNi  berreftMl  solodo^ 
tbtt  an  aoticp:  be  ^ommeooed  ogainsl  ber  for  fraud  aiMl  eaJam^ 

In  concluooot  your  eommittee  btg  leave  to  observe,  that 
throughout  this  protracted  aod  most  uopleaaant  examination,  tbe 
ffreetest  harmooy  and  good  feeling  bas  existed  between  tbe  meoi- 
bert  df  tbe  entire  qpromittee ;  aokl  the  niajority  would  do  violence 
to  their  own  iedings  if  thejr  did  not  bare  mo«t  empbatioaliy  de- 
clare, that  throQgt^ut  this  vepy  exdliM  ilod  lafaonous  inquiry, 
^e  jniaority  bave  obeerfully  oo-open^t^a«id  extended  dieir  mail 
effioient  aiq  and  very  vaiqabie  coansel ;  and  yet,  at  is  very  natu- 
ralf  tbe  conanuttae  cAsagree  in  coming  to  certain  ooochifiODS ,  and 
inasmuch  as  the  majority  claim  nothiag  for  thenneelves  that  they 
are  not  willing  to  extend  to  others,^  they  here  take  the  liberty  lo 
say^  that  not- a  4o!ubt  exists  in  their  minds  that  the  miDority  ava 
actuated  (however  they  may  err  in  judgment)  by  tbe  same  desiie 
to  subserve  the  beat  interests  of  the  state. 
AD  which  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

HENRY  ACKBR, 

Chairman. 
A.  HOWLANDt 
AMMOS  DAVIS. 


nOCUMENTS 
AccompanyiTig  the  report  of  tAe  select  committee,  cgspomted  Uf  the 
House  of  tiepresentaiives^  to  investigate  the  oondititm  of  the 
funds  (ftlie  stale^  and  also  to  report  iheir-opmioH  whefher  or 
910^  they  consider  them  safe. 

(A.) 

F.  H.  Stebvbns,  Ksg.  .       * 

^  Dear  Sib  :  The  select  committee  upon  state  funds,  d&c  have 
instructed  me  a^  their  chairman,  to  propound  to  you  the  seiKeral 
following  interrogatories,. to  which  they  respectfully  request  wrk- 
ten.  replies  at  your  earliest  convenience* 

Detroit.  Fek  4, 1839. 

First  The  amount  of  money  received  into. your  bank  beloiig^ 
ing  to  the  difierent  funds  of  the  states  niMniog  them,  for  the  current 
year  ending  January  9th,  1839  ;  at  what  times  received,  and  the 
amount  now  remaixiing  in  bank  to  tbe  credit  of  .the  respective 
funds. 

Second.  The  disbursements  made  by  the  bank  during  tke'tiiae 
above  mentioned.  From  which  of  the  funds  7  upon  whose  draft 
or  drafts  T  at  what  time  or  times  ?  and  in  what  aind  of  SQOoey  7 
whether  city,  country,  chartered,  or  safety  fund  1  and  tbe  relative 
proportion  of  each. 
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TIML  Wlietber  your  bank  hfts*  received  from  the 
elEeerb  oT  the  state,  within  the  time  above  upeciied*  the  iMlet  ef 
any  baok  or  banks  of  this  state^  chartered  or  otherwise^  or  of  other 
sUates,  upon  special  deposile  ?  If  so,  please  name  the  banks,  with 
the  amount  receired  from  each,  and  the  disposition,  if  aoyy  Ibtt 
has  been  made  of  it,  «r  if  it  cpntinues  yet  upon  deposite. 

Fourth  Please  stscte  whether  or  not  the  bank  hoUs  hself  liabte 
to  pay  city  funds  where  country  funds  have  been  received  Iqr  the 
bank,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  respective  funds  of  the  state  T 
«nd  if  fiot,  by  what  rule  are  you  governed  in  making  payment  on 
obeck*  drawn  for  money  7 

Fifth.  Have  payments  been  made  to  ofBcers  of  ihc  government 
or  others,  within  the  above  named  period,  without  a  strict  compli- 
•oce  wj^  tile  law  that  governs  that  matter  ?  atd  if  so,  lo  wham 
made,  at  what  time  or  times,  and  to  what  anKHMit?  if  the  lame 
has  iwone  within  your  knowledge. 

SixOu  Has  the  check  or  drafi  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Staite»  df 
any  other  officer  entitled  to  draw  the  sonrn^  beeo  prolQsted  f^ 
non-payment  at  any  time  during  the  paet  year?  and  if 00,  how 
often  and  to  what  amount  7  with  their  respective  dates,  and  under 
what  circumstances  did  the  occurrencaa  taJ(e  fbce  ?  If  aoy  drafts 
have  been  so  pr^ested,  and  by  reason  of  the  unwillingness  of  the 
holders  thereof  to  receive  the  funds  which  you  tendered  them  in 
payment,  were  the  funda  so  tendered  the  td^tical  funds  received, 
and  were  they  in  good  credit  at  the  lime  they  were  oflered  in  pay« 
ment,  t>r  have  they  been  converted  by  you  since  that  time  into 
earreiit  and  available  funds,  and  are  you  now  willing,  h(maff  «Qt 
^yed.  the  use  of  them  for  a  season,  to  pay  the  holders  of  md  Wiftp 
w  ^MmFont  n»oney  7 

.  SeoMk^  You  will  also  please  inform  the  committee  whether 
any  change  has  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the 
state  between  the  date  hereof,  and  the  said  ninth  day  of  January 
last,  either  in  receipt,  disbursement  or  otherwise ;  and  if  so,  \m 
particulars  m  relation  to  it. 


(B.) 

Statement  of  Mickiggu  State  l^onkt  1st  Fdn-uary,  1880. 
Be^urces. 

Mwhiy  9M0  h^ikk  Mtookf  9^192  50 

BiiTs  discounted,  312fl27  89 

Real  estate,  20,000  00 

Real  estate  securities,  11,545  52 

Due  frw)  b^k«,              .  1^6»fi30  03 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Advtiiced  pubUe  offioenr, 

"^        to  oontractors  and  otberi^ 


Specie^ 
State  draft, 
State  stoqk^ 
Back  notes  oo  haiwU 
Eattern  fnnda» 


•46,897  99 
60,000  00 
53,675  09 
67,4^  00 

105,373  62 


76,44»S9 
67,978  14 


.  ^  JaabilUiBS. 

Capital  ttook  paid  in, 

CMficatet  issued, 

Profit  and  ioss^ 

Due  to  iianks, 

Henry  Howard,  State  Treasurer, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 

Deposttes, 
Oiroolaticn, 


contingent  fund, 
sinking  fund,  ' 
internal  imp*  ftind, 
bank  fund, 
Alle^n  and  Marshall 

railroad  company,    60,000  00 
primary  school  fund,    11,850  86 


•14,403  42 
1,474  16 
85,895  39 

433,595  87 
1,651  43 


333,428  61 
•1,060,352  01 


•220,000  00 

13.695  45 
550  97 

21.696  43 


607,871  05 

90,766  11 

105^572  00 

•l,0a0,S5«  01 


(C.) 

State  Bank  stock. 

State  the  amount  received  from  each  person,  and  under  what 
circumstances,  and  upon  what  terms  and  conditions. 

BiUs  diseoufUed, 

State  the  fact  whether  ot  not  that  amount  is  considered  safe 
knd  secure  to  the  bank,  and  if  not,  what  proportion  of  this  amount 
is  unsafe. 

Due  from  other  banks. 

State  the  amount  due  from  each,  naming  them,  and  whether 
the  same  is  payable  on  demand. 
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Advanced  ti^fmtBt  oficen. 

^^  State  the  amount  due  from  each,  when  advanced  for  what  ptir- 
pose,  whether  at  interbst  or  not»  upon  what  security  and  upon 
what  authority,  and  whether  the  state  is  considered  to  be  liable  ja 
any  case. 

Advanced  to  contracton  and  oifer^. 
The  sf^noe  answers  are  sought  as  the  last. 

S^^ecie. 
State  th^  amount  of  foreign  gold» 
do         do  Americaa  gold, 

do  do         '  silver  coin, 

do         do  gold  find  silver  balKon. 

State  drafts. 

State  by  whom  drawn,  on^  whom,  date,  maturity,  and  amount 
of  each,  and  when  payable. 

State  Stock. 

.  State  the  amount  of  each  certificate,  whether  it  is  Michigan 
stock  or  that  of  other  states,  rate  of  interest,  when  and  where 
payable^  principal  whea  and  where  payable,  from  whom  and 
wtea*  obtained*  in  what  fnnds  paid  for,  and  at  what  price. 

Bank  notes  on  hand. 
State  the  amount  of  each  bank. 

Eastern  funds. 

Stale  the  amount  of  Morris  canal  notes,  and  whether  any  con- 
ditioQ  is  attached  to  their  disbursement,  what  amount  ot  New 
York  incorporated  banks  and  what  amoUnt  of  unincorporated 
bank  dotes  m  New  York,  and  what  ainount  of  the  notes  of  other 
eastern  banks*  naming  them. 

Profit  and  hss. 

Are  there  any  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  bank  accruing 
from  profits  on  exchanges,  or  from  country  or  uncuri^nt  notes 
bought  or  fokl,  not  tp  the  credit  of  this  account ;  if  so,  in  what  ac- 
count are  tfiey  credited,  and  for  what  reason  are  they  not  entered 
in  this  account  ?  Have  any  profits  been  made  in  the  bank  from 
such  sources  which  have  not  been  so  credited,  an(J  what  disposi- 
tion has  been  made  of  such  profits  ? 

Due  to  banks. 
State  the  amount  due  to  each. 
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'State  whether  this  item  embraces  any  or  all  dn  post  iioies  j> 
sued  by  the  bank.  If  not,  what  amount  have  been  so  issued^  and 
to  what  account  are  they  cmdttedl 

Certificates  issued. 
Explain  this  item. 
F.  H.  Stkbvens,  Esq, 

Dear  Sir — The  above  inquiries,  have  su/jgested  themselves  to 
the  committee  of  investigation^  upon  examipmgthe  report  of  your 
bank,  submitted  to  them  by  yourseiC  on  Monday  lost*  Fidl  and 
explicit  answers  are  expected  by  the  oommittee,  at  your  earliest 
convenience,  and  they  would  also  beg  Jeave  to  <^>serve,  that  in 
prosecuting  this  invest^gatiooy  they  will  expect  tha,t  in  all  replies 
made  to  their  enquiries,  they  will  be  accompanied  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  the  officers  of  the  bank. 
Yourob't  serv't, 

HENKY  AUKER  Chairmim. 
Detroit,  Feb.  6,  1839. 


MicHiQAv  Stj^tb  Bank*  / 
JktroH,Feb.\a,lSW.\ 
Han.  Hbnst  Acker,  Chofr^um  : 

Dear  Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  present  yoi;  the  following  an- 
swers  to  the  interrogatories  contained  in  your  communications  of 
the  4th  and  7th  instant.     Tbe  information  respecting  the  amount 
of  money  received  into  the  bank  belonging  to  the  state  funds,  for 
the  current  year,  ending  January  9th,  at  what  timcj  received,  and 
the  amount  remaining  in  "bank  to  the  credit  of  the  respective 
funds,  the  disbursements  made  by  the  bank  during  the  above  pe- 
riod, from  which  of  the  funds,  upon  whose  draft,  and  at  what  time 
or  times,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  made  by  the  Stale 
Treasurer,  to  the  legislature.     The  kind  of  money  received  and 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  respective  funds  of  the  state,  exceptinc^ 
the  intefphl  improvement  fund,  has  consisted  almost  eiitilely  ^ 
Michigan  country  chartered  and  safety  ftind  notes.    That  re- 
ceived and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  internal  improirenAeiiC  fund 
up  to  the  first  of  August  last,  was  country  chartered,  and  die  cre- 
dits to  that  account  since,  were  Morris  cetnal  and  bankiii|[  Cc/ft 
botes,  t200,000,  and  drafts  dravm  by  €^v.  Mason,  on  the  Morns 
canal  and  banking  company,  at  ninety  days,  considersd  eaoat  to 
city  (Detroit)  money,  and  the  disbursements  from  that  funa  since 
said  first  of  August,  have  been  made  in  Detroit  city  bank  notes, 
or  their  equivalent 
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9,  Tkn^  baok  hifl  iM9U(9dih9niiliiae:lQllmQ  aotcs  o(  therMfety 
fundbai^ks  oi)  wpficM  depoeito,  and  ba^o  iaJome.. cases  uaod 
them,  and  have  now  on  hand  930,093. 

Grand  KiTer  bank,  %4fi4a  00 

Bankof  Nilesi  %4#9  00 

Bank  of  Oakland,  %H3  00     . 

Saginaw  city  bank,  2,195  OO 

,  Bank  of  Utica,  .  I>9fi6  00 

Various  other  safety  fund^  bank  ootes^  916^690.  Of  the  abom 
Mined  fOnds,  about  <lll,000  w^re received  from  the  railroad  col- 
lectors for  the  account  of  the  sinkinfB^  fttndt  and  John  Ih  Pierce^ 
Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  ^ 
.  4tb*  Tbe  bank  does  not  oonitd^r  itself  liable  to  pay  city  fuodii 
except  when  city  funds  or  their  equivalent  have  been  depesttod* 

5th.  The  bank  has  made  advances  to  J.  B.  Huntt  Ccmmis- 
sioner,  D.  C.  McKinstry,  Commissioner,  Porter  and  6ibffon»Co«i<* 
misfioners,  and  John  D.  Pierce,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

6th.  The  checks  drawn  by  the  State  Treasurer,  on  this  b^k» 
amounting  to  about  $25,000,  have  been  presented,  and  upoa  tbe 
refusal  of  the  holders  to  receive  the  identical  funds,  which  were 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  account  against  which  they  were 
drawn,  were  protested  for  the  non-p^ymienl.  Two  of  the  above 
named  drafts,  announting  to  $15,000,  have  since  been  arranged  tp, 
the  satisfaction  of  tbe  holder. 

^th.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  condition  of  the  funds  of 
the  State  bank,  other  than  the  ordinary  business  transactions, 
which  has  resulted  in  the  reduction  of  the  amounts  to  the  credit 
of  the  stale. 

8th.  The  stock  has  been  received,  from  persons  indebted  to  the 
bank,  and  in  no  case  at  a  Jess  rate  than  par  value. 

9th.  We  consider  the  whole  amount  good. 

10th.  The  amount  due  from  bank  has  been  reduced  since  the 
statement  of  the  Arst  insU  more  than  forty  thousand  dollars, 
leaving  now  due,  about  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  doMtrs, 
Of  this  amount  the  greatest  proportion  is  due  irom  ea3tem  banks, 
and  the  balance  from  banks  of  this  state. 

In  re[Jy  to  "*  Advanced  public  officers,  contractors  and  oth- 
ers,** I  would  refer  you  to  my  report  made  to  the  senate,  of  tbe 
5th  inst 

13th.  ^n  gold,  029,151  63 ;  American  gold*  02,- 

500;  si 

14tb.  Late  drafts,  of  010,000  each,  dated  Decem- 

ber 1st  yrdays,  payable  at. the  Morris  canal  and 

banking  vn  by  Governor  Mason«  and  accepted  by 

tiiem. 
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berrv,  Eiq.,  befaig  MioUgtn'six  per  ceM  payable  in  New 
York. 

16th.  Banh  notes  en  hand*  Special  dopo$ite,  #30,008 ;  country 
chartered,  tSO^O  ;  other  bank  notes,  #7,478. 

i7th.  Eastern  funds*  Morri9  canal  and  banking  oompany, 
•100,000. 

ISth.  Cert^catesisstied^  are  for  moneys  deposited,  payable  in 
same  kind  c^  funds,  upon  presentation. 

19th.  Pnsfit  4md  lossy  is  the<  amount  recced  for  discouots  cm 
votes  and  frbm  the  sale  of  exchange. 

20th.  Amount  due  tabank^'  This  amount  as  reported  to  the 
Bank  Commissioner,  has  been  reduoed  more  than  915,000  ;  the 
remainder  are  balances  due  for  collections. 

91st  Circtdation.  The  amount  reported  embraces  all  our 
eifculation,  ineludhiff  post  notes. 

F.  H.  STBBVENS,  Pre^i. 

&tAm  OP  MicmoAn, )  *       • 

Oourity  of  Wayne,    j  ^• 

I,  Frederick  H:  Steeyens^  president  of  the  Michigan  state  bank, 
do  solemnly  swear^  that  the  matters,  and  things  set  forth  in  the 
foregoing  statement,  signed  by  me,  are  (rue,  according^  to  the  best 
of  my  Imowledge  and  oelief. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  February, 
18*9. 

A.  TEN  EYCK, 
iVof.  PuK,  Wayne  oo^  Mich. 


IhtroU,  Fdnnary  l^,  I8d». . 
P»  H.  StbsvsnSi  EsQii 

•  Sir — i  have  had  the  honor  of  submitting  yotif  communication 
of  the  12th  inst.  to  the  committee  of  investigation  of  which  I  am 
chairman,  for  their  consideration,  and  I  am  instructed  by  that 
committee  unanimously,  to  inform  you  that  your  communication, 
purporting  to  be  an  answer  to  certain  interrogatories  propounded 
by  the  committee  on  the  4th  and  7th  inst.,  is  exceedingly  unsatis- 
factory to  all  the  members  of  that  committee.  They  consider 
your  replies  rather  an  evasion  of  the  questions  than  answers  to 
their  interrogatories,  particularly  those  in  which  they  feel  a  deep 
interest,  in  common  with  the  country.  And  they  instruct  me 
farther  to  state,  that  although  unwilling,  they  are  compelled  to 
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conmdei'  your  communication  as  an  insult  oflered  to  their  under- 
standii^.  The  commitlae  has  concluded,  and  request  me  to  lay 
to  you,  that  the  examination  will  hereafter  be  made  by  calling  thie 
officers  of  the  bank  before  them,  to  testify  to  facts  that  may  be  in 
their  possession  relating  to  this  matter,  and  yet  they  are  desirous 
of  so  far  consulting  the  convenience  of  the  bank  as  to  allow  them 
to  select  the  place  most  convenient  for  them  to  attend  upon  the 
committee. 

Tour's  respectfully,  &c 

HENRY  ACKER,  Chairman. 


(F.) 
Michigan  State  Bank^  Detroit,  FA.  14»  1839. 
Hon.  HsNRY  AcKBR,  Chairman,  4^. 

Sir — Your  communication  of  the  14th  inst  is  received.  Par 
from  any  intention  to  insult  the  understanding  of  the  committee, 
the  undersigned  intended  in  his  answers  to  the  hiterfogatoties,  to 
be  explicit  in  his  statement,  and  furnish  the  information  requested 
If,  however,  your  committee  wish  any  more  exact  information  on 
the  subject  of  inquiry,  I  would  name  the  bank  as  the  place  of 
meeting  for  your  committee,  at  such  time  as  may  suit  your  con- 
venience. '  The  bank  would  be  preferred  as  the  place  of  meeting, 
on  account  of  the  ready  access  that  the  officers  of  the  bank  may 
have  to  its  books,  &c 

Very  respectfully,  yonr's,  &c. 

V.  H,  STEEVENS,  President. 


*» 
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(G.) 
A  statement  of  funds  betonging  to  the  state  in  the  Michigan  state 
bank,  said  to  have  been  left  upon  spedial  deposite. 
General  fund  dccouitL 
Bank  of  Lapeer,  $1,631  00 


Farmers'  bank  of  Sandstone, . 

674  00 

Farmers'  bank  of  Genesee  county, 

'      1,885  00 

Jackson  county  bank, 

1,204  ro 

Bank  of  Manchester, 

920  00 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac,      935  00 

Macomb  county  bank, 

50  00 

Farmers'  bank  of  Oakland, 

27  50 

Bank  of  Saline, 

488  00 

Grand  river  bank. 

25  00 

Farnters*  bank  of  Sharon, 

32  00 

Bank  of  Marshall, 

363  00 

BwikofBrest^ 

61  00 

Lenawee  cpuaty  bank. 

53  00 

Bank  of  Coldwater, 

228  00 

Wayne  county  bank, 
Bank  of  Battle  Creek, 

202  00 

2  00 

Bank  of  ICensingtop,    . 

131  00 

St.  Joseph  county .  bank, 

J43  00 

Clinton  canal  bank. 

574  00 

Bank  of  Singapore, 

9  00 

Farmers'  bank  of  Homer, 

3  00 

Bank  of  Oakland, 

3  00 

Bank  of  Niles, 

4  00 

Saginaw  city  bank. 

26  00 

Bank  of  Pontiac, 

2  50 

Shinplaster, 

62 

Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Monroe,    31  00 

Michigan  state  bank. 

1  00 

Manhattan  bank,  Ohio, 

4  00 

Bank  of  Allegan, 
Huron  river  bank. 

191  00 

3  00 

Berrien  county  bank. 

30  00 

Bank  of  Washtenaw, 

546  00 

Calhoun  county  bank, 

6  00 

Genesee  county  bank. 

20  00 

Bank  of  Clinton, 

28  00 

E.  F.  Cook's  note,* 

1,000  00 

tll,536  62 

«Thii  note  was  found  with  the  money,  dated  7th  April,  28S6,  payable  aiz  i 
ier  date,  endoraed  by  Charles  Grant,  and  not  protested  when  doe.    CommiMiuoeft  cf  in- 
teiml  iBiprorenMot  loaned  the  money,  aayi  the  bank. 
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Sounng  juud  mooovfrt. 

Merchants'  and  Mechanics^  bank  Monroe,    $122  00 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson, 

115  00 

Grand  river  bank, 

5,520  00 

Bank  of  Battle  Creek, 

433  00 

Bank  of  Marshall, 

108  00 

BankofNites, 

2,858  00 

Huron  river  bank, 

154  00 

Bank  of  Gibraltar, 

171  00 

Farmers'  bank  of  Homer, 

37  00 

Lenawee  county  bank, 

10  00 

Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  bank, 

134  00 

Bank  of  Superior, 

17  00 

Millers'  bank  of  Washtenaw, 

16  00 

BankofUtica, 

Al  00 

Commercial  bank  of  Michigan, 

73  00 

Bank  of  Oakland, 

2,113  00 

Saginaw  city  bank» 

2,195  00 

Bank  of  Utica, 

1,956  00 

•16,273  00 

School  fund  account 

Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  bank^  Monroe,  t2i4  00 

Bank  of  Marshall, 

89  00 

Saginaw  city  bank,  (counterfeit) 

5  00 

Bank  of  Superior, 

11  00 

Huron  river  bank, 

50  00 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson  county, 

186  00 

Bank  of  Gibraltar, 

127  00 

Detroit  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  bank. 

270  00 

BankofNiles, 

374  00 

Grand  river  bank, 

267  00 

Bank  of  Oakland, 

188  00 

Commercial  bank  of  Michigan, 

89  00 

•1,870  00 

(H.) 

Detroit,  Feb.  14,  1889. 
F.  H.  STBBVBifs,  Esq.  ^ 

Sir — As  it  is  important  that  a  right  understanding  should  ex- 
ist between  us,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  state,  that  they  claim 
the  right  under  the  resolution  of  the  House — first,  to  inquire  gen- 
erally into  the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  state.  Secondly — §pe- 
dfk^ally  as  to  each  of  the  particular  funds.    Thirdly— the  kind 
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offands  that  have  beensreosivad  into  the  treasury  and  the  kind  of 
ftiiids  that  now  remain  thece.  Foortbljr-'-the  ditbaraements  made 
to  public  officers,  agents,  contractors  and  others^  from  the  state 
funds.  Fifthly-— the  condition  of  the  bank  m  which  the  funds  of 
the  state  are  deposited,  with  reference  to  their  present  and  ulti- 
mate security. 

HENRY  ACKERt  Chairman 
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(No.  32.) 
Report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  state  funds,  &c.,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 
of  the  2d  February  last. 

The  minority  of  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  passed  on  the  second  February  last,  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

"  Resolved^  That  a  select  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  this 
bouse  to  inquire  and  report  forthwith,  the  condition  of  the  funds 
belonging  to  the  state,  where  they  are,  in  what  kind,  and  whether 
in  tb^  opinion  they  are  now  safe  and  available  to  the  state,  and 
that  the  inquiiy  extend  to  all  the  funds  belonging  to  the  state,  as 
well  as  to  disbursements  under  the  last  session,  and  that  they  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;"  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
report  in  part : 

That  in  the  performance  of  tl)e  duty  imposed  by  the  resolution^ 
your  committee  went  to  the  Michigan  state  bank»  which  has 
charge  of  the  state  funds,  and  there  met  F.  H.  Steevens,  Esq^ 
president  of  that  institution*  agreeable  to  a  previous  arrangement ; 
Mr.  Norton,  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  state,  being  absent 

Your  committee  received  from  Mr.  Steevens  the  last  monthly 
statement  of  the  bank,  dated  first  February,  1639,  a  copy  <m 
which  is  herewith  submitted. 

By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  liabilities  of  the  bank,  ex- 
clusive of  the  two  items  denominated  **  capital  stock  paid  in,''  and 
^  profit  and  loss,"  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $839,8 11  04,  of  which 
the  sum  of  $607,871  05  belongs  to  the  various  funds  of  this  state. 
The  balance  is  composed  of  items  denominated  ''  circulation,** 
**  certificates  issued,"  and  "  due  other  banks." 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  assets  of  the  bank,  as  shown  by 
this  statement,  is  $1,060,352  01,  from  which  should  be  deducted 
the  items  designated  **  Michigan  state  bank  stock,"  and  *'  real  es- 
tate" amounting  to  $729192  50,  leaving  a  balance  of  $988,159  51 
of  funds  which,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  be  made  available 
to  the  bank. 

0(  this  amount,  the  sum  of  $665,486  10  consisted  in  specie, 
state  drafts,  liabilities  of  banks,  state  stock,  eastern  and  other  bank 
notes,  and  sums  advanced  to  public  oflicers,  &c  The  amount 
advanced  to  public  oflicers  on  the  first  of  February  last,  was 
$76,449  32,  which  would  reduce  the  actual  indebtedness  of  the 
bank  to  the  state  to  $531,421  73. 

From  these  data  the  undersigned  are  of  opinion,  that  under  or- 
dinary circumstances  and  in  ordinary  times,  the  above  statement 
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of  the  resources  of  the  bank  would  be  deemed  by  finaocien^  abun- 
dantly sufficient  to  meet  all  its  liabilities,  and  would  prov^  so  now, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  unparalleled,  run  upon  the  bank  for  the  last 
sixty  days. 

The  undersigned  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  saying*  that  it 
is  their-  unshaken  belief  that  the  Michigan  state  bank  has  abundant 
resources  to  discharge  all  its  liabilities,  and  that  the  state  deposiies 
are  perfectly  safe. 

The  undersigned  have  arrived  at  this  conclusion  after  a  careful 
and  laborious  examination,  not  only  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  bat 
also  of  actual  inspection  of  the  books  and  other  evidences  of  its 
transactions. 

The  bonk  has,  at  all  times,  furnished,  with  great  promptitade^ 
facilities  for  carrying  on  the  different  state  works  now  in  opera- 
tion ;  and  at  this  moment  is  in  advance  to  the  state  on  the  general 
fund,  to  the  amount  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars,  an 
item  not  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statements 

It  is  apparent  to  the  undesigned,  that  the  bank  has  extended  ilM 
business  rather  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  and  that  it  will^ 
under  present  circumstances,  meet  with  some  delay  in  makii^  its 
resources  immediately  available  to  pay  the  debt  to  the  state ;  but 
this  difficulty  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  unexampled  run  made 
upon  it  for  specie,  and  its  temporary  suspension,  which  was  deem- 
ed necessary,  both  for  the  interest  of  the  bank  and  the  public 

But  from  the  business  arrangements  of  the  bank  now  in  pro- 
gress, the  undersigned  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  debt  due  the 
state  will  be  reduced  to  an  amount  less  than  #350,000  in  a  very 
brief  period.  In  this  belief  we  think  we  are  fully  warranted  by 
facts,  and  as  one  evidence  of  the  ability  and  the  commendaUe 
disposition  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  to  redeem  its  liabilities  to  the 
public,  it  is  deemed  proper  and  a  matter  of  justice  to  tho  bank  to 
say,  that  since  the  first  of  February  to  the  present  time,  the  insti- 
tution has  paid  the  state  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as 
appears  by  the  monthly  statement  of  the  first  of  March ;  and  here, 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  bank,  we  feel  bound  to  state,  that  in  our 
opinion  the  embarrassments  under  which  it  is  temporarily  labor- 
ing, have  resulted  from  motives  the  most  praiseworthy— *-being  a 
disposition  to  extend  facilities  to  the  business  public  which  are  de- 
nied them  at  other  institutions.  As  the  depository  of  the  stato 
funds,  tl)e  public  expected  aid  at  its  hands,  and  in  extending  this 
aid  with  a  disposition  to  advance  the  good  of  the  community  and 
the  best  interests  of  tho  stato,  the  existing  embarracsments  have 
been  created. 

The  undersigned,  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  of  the  Mi- 
chigan state  bank  since  their  appointment,  think  it  neceasary  and 
proper  to  examine  tho  condition  of  that  bank  on  the  first  day  of 
February,  1839,  and  tho  prospect  of  its  being  able  to  redeem  its 
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fobiihies  to  the  state ;  and  in  order  to  do  so  in  a  comprehensive 
mrnnnen  will  draw  a  comparison  between  that  bank  and  the  Bank 
of  Michigan  and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  while  the 
two  latter  institutions  were  the  depositories  of  the  United  States 
gorerniBent  funds.  And  here  the  undersigned  would  beg  leave  to 
lay,  that  the  conclusions  the  majority  of  tl^  committee  have  arri- 
ved at  in  their  report^  are  not  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee 
correct  The  majority  committee,  in  arriving  at  the  conclusioQ 
that  the  state  funds  now  on  deposite  in  the  Michigan  state  bank 
are  unsafe,  have  not  taken  into  consideration  the  bills  discounted 
of  the  bank,  (and  which  form  alarge  item  of  its  assets,)  and  other 
available  items  which  are  applicable  to  meeting  its  liabilities. 
Asiumit^  that  position,  what  was  the  condition  of  the  Michigan 
Hate  baak  on  the  first  of  February,  compared  with  the  condition 
of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank^ 
at  the  periods  alluded  to  below. 

The  immediate  liabilities  of  the  Michigan  state  bank,  did,  on 
that  day,  amount  to  the  sum  of  8839,801  04,  to  meet  which  it 
had  the  foUowing  available  funds : 

Specie,  $46,897  99 

State  drafts,  60,000  00 

Current  notes  on  hand,  87,482  00 

Eastern  funds,  105,873  62 

State  stock,  50,000  00 


•298,753  61 
The  Bank  of  Michigan  on  the  1st  November,  1836,  as  appears 
by  a  public  statement  of  its  affairs,  owed  the  enormous  sum  of 
92,563,042  08,  to  meet  which  she  had  the  following :  specie, 
$264,062  00,  and  notes  of  other  banks  the  sum  of  $90,439  00, 
making  the  sum  of  $354,501  00  ;  leaving  the  sum  of  $2,208,541 
06  deficit.  And  still  that  bank,  while  laboring  under  embar- 
rassments much  greater  than  the  Michigan  state  bank  now 
does,  and  during  a  period  embracing  the  most  pressing,  in  a 

Ecuniary  point  of  view,  this  country  perhaps  ever  experienced, 
s;  by  its  means  and  the  continued  confidence  of  the  public,  en* 
lAled  itself  to  redeem  its  liabilities  to  the  public  in  a  manner  more 
fiavordble  than  its  friends  could,  at  that  period,  have  anticipated. 
The  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  as  also  appears  by  a  pub- 
lished exhibit  of  its  affairs,  on  the  12th  November,  1886,  was 
immediately  liable  in  the  sum  of  $4^,638  20,  to  meet  which  it 
had  specie,' $69i054  78,  and  notes  of  other  banks,  $58,410  36, 
making  $128,365  04  of  assets  immediately  available;  leaving 
the  sum  of  $720,273  16  deficit. 

From  the  above  data,  is  it  not  fair  to  conclude  that  the  Michi- 
gan stale  bank  can,  with  the  present  flattering  prospects  in  the 
revival  of  trade,  and  the  facilities  it  may  thereby  receive,  and  by 
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the  future  good  management  of  its  affiiirs»  go  on  and  redeem  itt 
liabilities  to  the  pubhc  in  as  satisfactory  a  manner  as  the  two 
other  institutions  alluded  to  have,  by  extending  to  the  bank  in 
her  present  crippled  condition,  produced  by  the  reoent  rem  upon 
it,  reasonable  indulgence?  The  undersigned  are  of  the  opinion  it 
may.  In  order  to  shew  the  condition  of  the  Michigan  state  bank 
in  regard  to  the  amount  of  specie  on  hand  in  proportion  to  its 
bills  in  circulation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  institute  a  comparisoo 
with  the  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  upon  the  country 
banks  of  the  state  of  New  York,  recently  made  to  the  legislature 
of  that  state.  The  New  York  banks,  with  a  circulation  averag- 
ing from  180  to  400,000  dollars,  had  an  amount  of  specie  not 
exceeding,  on  an  average,  the  sum  of  from  13  to  15,000  doUan 
each — while  the  Michigan  state  bank  had,  on  the  first  of  Pebm- 
ary,  a  circulation  of  9105,572,  and  specie  on  hand  to  the  amount 
of  $46,879  99 — showing,  in  this  particular,  a  tar  more  favorable 
aspect. 

The  undersigned  have  thus  briefly  exhibited  a  plain  and  unvar* 
nished  statement  of  facts,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the  funds  be- 
longing  to  the  state,  now  on  deposite  in  the  Michigan  state  bank, 
and  their  opinion  of  their  perfect  safety,  and  of  the  ability  of  the 
institution  to  meet  every  liability,  if  not  immediately,  at  least  in 
a  brief  period. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  CLARK, 
J.  DECKER. 

March  2d,  1839. 


Statement  of  the  Micliigan  State  Bank,  February 
Resources* 
Michigan  state  bank  stock, 
Bills  discounted, 
Real  estate. 
Real  estate  securities, 
Due  from  banks, 
Advanced  to  public  officers, 

"  contractors, 

Specie,  $46,897  99 

State  drafts,  60,000  00 

State  stock,  53,67^  00 

Bank  notes  on  hand,  67,482  00 

Eastern  funds,  105,378  62 


1, 1839. 

#52,192  50 
312,127  89 
20,000  00 
11,545  52 
186,630  03 
76,449  82 
67,978  14 


333,428  61 


•1,060^852  01 
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Liabilities. 

Ca|Htal  stock  paid  ia. 

Certificates  issued, 

Profit  and  loss, 

Dae  k3  banks,, 

H.  Howard,  State  Tmasurer, 
•• '  contingent  fund, 

**  sinking  fund, 

^  hitnrmil  m\}!u  fund, 

*^  battk  fund,  ^ 

""  Allegan  and  M.  R.  R., 

*        -  primaiypchoQl^ 


«14,403'42 

1,474  16 

85,895  29 

432,505^87 

1,651  .43 

6(M)0O00 

11,850  88 


601 


•220,000  00 

13,895  45 

550  97 

21,696  4S 


]>»positet^' 
dfeulation^ 


607,871  05 

98,560  11 

105,572  00 

•1,060,3^  01 


^4 
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(No.  33.) 

Report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  the  stockholders  of  the  White  Pigeon  Beet 
Sugar  Company. 

.  The  select  committee,  to  whom  wm  roferrod  the  petition  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  White  Pigeon  beet  sugar  company,  and 
other  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  county,  pmyiog  for  a  loan  of  money 
to  forward  their  operations  in  the  manufactare  of  sugar  from  the 
beet,  respectfully  report :  ^ 

That  their  aversion  to  loans  by  the  state,  which  have  to  some 
exteht  been  granted,  where  but  little  general  benefit  to  the  {people 
of  the  state  may  be  expected,  has  led  them  to  an  attentive  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  referred  to  them. 

The  committee  are  well  satisfied  that  the  statements  embraced 
in  the  memorial  are  subtantially  correct,  and  that  there  is  a  legal 
and  permanent  organization  of  the  said  company,  it  being  com- 
posed of  a  large  number  of  practical  and  intelligent  farmers  and 
other  citizens,  who  have  already  erected  large  and  substantial 
buildings,  and  procured,  in  party  the  necessary  machinery,  at  great 
eipense.^ 

And  your  committee  are  also  satisfactorily  assured  that  the  em- 
barrassments in  the  monetary  afiairs  of  the  state,  since  their  ope- 
rations were  commenced,  have  thwarted,  and  even  prostrated, 
for  the  present,  the  progi^ss  of  their  extensive  and  worthy  enter- 

Erize.  It  is  under  these  circumstances;  that  they  ask  at  the 
ands  of  the  legislature  a  loan  of  five  thousand  dc liars  for  their 
relief,  which  will  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  works,  and  fully 
demonstrate  (at  their  own  risk,  if  any  exist,)  to  the  people  of  this 
state,  the  practicability  or  impracticability  of  manufacturing  their 
own  sugar  from  the  beet 

The  committee  believe  the  first  inquiry  should  be,  whether  the 
benefit  and  revenue  to  be  derived  by  such  manufacture,  are  of 
suflicient  magnitude  to  warrant  its  aid  by  the  state.  SecoAd* 
whether  there  is  any  just  probabilKy  that  the  eflTort  to  manufac- 
ture sugar  from  the  b(?et  in  this  state  can  be  attended  with  gene- 
ral success.  And  third*  whether  it  would  be  consistent  with  the 
general  course  and  policy  of  the  state  government,  to  aid  and  eor 
coura^  this  branch  of  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interest, 
until  the  difficulties  and  want  of  experience,  at  present  existing, 
are  overcome,  (which  must  be  attended  with  much  pecuniary 
loss,)  and  until  it  shall  become  more  generally  known  and  under- 
stood by  the  people. 
It  is  very  evident,  that  the  amount  of  money  aowially  takem 
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firom.  the  psopi^  of  the  §Ute  Bod.pak)  ia«  foreiga  markeU  for  this 
one  article^  is  immense. 

Your  committee  have  made  an  estimate  of  the  annual  consump- 
tion of  foreign  sugar  within  the  limits  of  the  state,  which  ^y  be- 
lieve to  be  quite  within  the  bounds  of  positive  proof.  Computiog 
the  number  of  inhabitants  at  225,00Q,  and  the  average  amount  of 
common  and  refined  .sugar  consumed  by  each  person  at  twenty 
pounds,  would  amount  to  4,500,000  pounds^  which,  estimated  at 
sixteen  c^hts  per  pound,  would  amount  to  senen  hundred  and 
t^oeniy  thousanddMlarsi 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  doubts  exist  in  the  minds  of 
some  of  the  members  of  this  house,  as  to  the  proiMtbilitv  of  suc- 
cess in  the  manufacture  of  beet  sugar  in  this  state;  but*  hopix 
tbeir  own  experience  in  the  ciitlture  of  the  beet,  the  committee 
do  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion,  that  the  ad.iptation  of  the 
toil  and  climate  to  the  growth  of  the  beet,  in  this  state,  is  unsur- 
passed by  any  other  country.  >. 

Recent  improvements  of  very  great  importance  have  been 
made,  and  introduced  in  many  parts  of  Europe  witli  distinguish- 
ed suooiess,  in  the  Hitherto  difficult  process  of  defecatiom  evapoia- 
fion,&c. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  published  a  short  time 
since,  from  the  Hon^  H.  L.  Ellsworth,  .commissioner  of  patents 
at  Wasbiqgton,  whose  integrity  and  devoted  interests  to  the  agri- 
cultural prosperity  of  our  country,  entitle  it  to  a  respectful  con- 
sideration. 

Your  committee  here  introduce  this  extract  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  noost  serious  objections  that  can  be  urged  to  this 
undeiiikingy  and  of  exhibiting  the  strong  probability  that  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  Michigan  may,  with  suitable  energy,  ex- 
port her  loaded  cars  of  beet  sugar  to  other  markets,  and  thus 
bring  millions  into  her  treasury,  instead  of  taking  anni^ally  from 
it,  and  increasing  the  heavy  exchanges.which  now  exist  against 
us. 

On  the  subject  of  beet  sugar,  he  remarks,  '*  It  would  indeed 
seem  that  we  must  soon  approach  perfection,  so  quickly  is  one 
improvement  crowding  upon  another  I  The  difficult  and  tedious 
process  of  ordinary  evaporation^  with  all  the  concomitants  of 
blood,  animal  carbon*  &a  Slc.  are  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  in- 
stead of  three^  four  and  five  per  cent,  nine  per  cent  is  to  be  surely 
obtained,  in  less  time  and  with  half  the  expense.  In  addition  to 
this^  common  sugar  is  refined  without  any  new  solution*  or  even 
changing  the  moulds. 

*' Desiccation,  or  dryii^  of  beets,  has  been  recommended. 
This  is  certainly  the  correct  principle,  as  much  noxious  matter  is 
c»med  ijS  by  evaporation,  and  the  bulk  of  the  beet  is  reduced 
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fiv6-8i]itht,  enabling  the  fermer  wko  lives  nt  a  dUsfanee  fraan  Ibe 
factory,  to  transport  his  produce  with  a  trifling  expense. 

•*  Ex-pcriments  made  befere  the  French  Academy,  diofr  that 
there  are  in  one  hundred  pounds  of  beet,  eighty-^ve  pounds  of 
water,  ten  and  one-half  pounds  of  sugar,  five-tenths  pound  of  mo- 
ciia^,  and  four  pounds  of  fibrous  matter. 

^  This  was  extracted  by  M.  Beyraud  in  eight  minutes,  by  the 
aid  of  heat  and  pressure.  In  the  duchy  of  Baden,  a  slower  pn> 
eess  is  adopted,  and  one  better  suited  to  large  establishments. 

"  Mr.  Schuetzenback,  at  Baden,  cuts  the  beeis-into  pieces -one- 
third  of  9n  inch  apart,  by  a  vertical  knife.  These  are  again  sub- 
divided by  other  sharf)  knives.  As  soon  as  they<;ome  in  oontaot 
with  the  warm  air,  they  curl  up,  and  lose  all  their  adhesive  pro- 
perty, (so  common  to  some  vegetables)  and  allow  a  free  circola* 
tion  of  heat  in  the  kiln.  Kilns  are  heated  1o  100  or  1S2  degrees 
Fahrenheit  The  apparatus  of  Mr.  8.  is  simple.  The  cuttii^ 
machine  costs  not  more  than  9100.  One  half  a  horse  power  is 
sufficient  to  propel  this,  and  working  everyday -for  ithree  oiottths, 
it  cuts  1,000,000  kilograms,  equiil  to  1»093  tons. 

"  A  stove  or  kiln  ten  feet  long  by  nine  feet  highfdurir^24  hours 
dries  300  pounds  of  beets,  and  consumes  420  pounds  of  eblu-ooal 
Three  sucn  stoves  or  kilns  would  dry  all  that  wootd  'be  cut  with 
the  above  machme.  Mr.  S.  reduces  the  dry  beet  to  a  ooarse 
powder,  and  stows  this  away  in  cjotsks  or  bins,  sprinkling  it  with 
lime.  In  this  manner  it  will  keep  perfectly  good  a  long  time. 
When  it  is  wanted  for  manufacture,  a  small  quantity  of  water  is 
added  to  it,  which  produces  sweet  water,  which  is  easily  evapo- 
rated by  Roth's  apparatus,  without  any  other  preparation.  The 
first  crystalization  produces  what  is  called  *'  a  good  fourth,**  whioh 
after  a  second  crystalization  m^kes  comnnon  sugar. 

^  Th6  advantages  of  this  method  are  such,  that  beets  in  1887, 
(less  rich  than  former  years)  yielded  8  per  cent  of  sugar,  instead 
of  5  per  cent,  which  was  the  highest  by  the  old  process. 

*'  A  great  desideratum  is  now  obtained  of  making  re/iiied«ti^§^ 
by  the  ^aid  of  pressure,  in  three  days,  without  a  change  of  the 
moulds !  In  the  old  n)ode  it  required  three  weeks.  The  re- 
searrhes  of  a  young  chemist  of  Toulouse,  promise  ^reat  advanta- 
ges. He  has  invented  e  new  sacchrometer,  by  which  he  can  dis- 
cover to  a  fiftieth  part,  the  richness  of  the  saccharine  matter  in 
beets,  and  all  other  substances  containing  orystalizable  sugar. 

*"  As  I  remarked  before,  100  pounds  of  beets  contain  10  pounds 
of  sugar ;  allowing  one  per  cent  for  waste,  nine  per  cent  renMuns. 
To  dry  the  beet  and  extract  the  sugar,  does  not  cost  over  ten 
francs;  add  to  this  the  cost  of  the  beets,  twelve" francs,  twenty- 
two  francs ;  making  ninety  pounds  of  sugar  cost  #4  50,  or  five 
cents  per  pound ;  add  for  refining  and  other  contingencies,  50  per 
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cent,  and  excellent  refined  French  sugar  costs  only  about  seven 
cents  a  pound. 

*•  To  perfect  the  -present  inventions,  the  French  government 
have  oflered  premiums  to  discover  the  be^t  method  of  drying  the 
beet;  extracting  the  sugar;  converting  raw  sugar  into  refined 
without  changing  the  moulds ;  ^Iso  for  the  best  sacqhrome^^ 
What  greater  encouragement  is  needed,  if  these  discoveries  can 
be  brought  f  o  this  country.  How  desirable  is  tt,  thai  thev«  should 
be  an  agricultural  bureau  added  to  some  department  of  the 
government  to  watch  over  these  interests.  No  country  has  ne- 
glected the  laboring  classes  who  till  the  ground,  so  much'as  our 
otvn. 

**  When  we  consider  that  our  rich  lands  will  yield  20  tons  ^ 
beets  per  acre>  equal  to  40,000  lbs.  and  that  nine  per  cent  would 
give  8,690  lbs.  sugar,  leaving  a  valuable  residuum  for  agriouhu- 
ral  purposes,  we  must  congratulate  those  whose  means  have  so 
long  denied'them  the  full  enjoyment  of  one  of  the  greatest  luxuries 
of  life,  and  coi^ratulate  our  country  too*  on'such  additionalmeans 
of  making  us  independeat'*  Beets  were  sold  the  last  fell  fioar 
Boston  for  $6  per  ton. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  remark,  that  from  the 
views  which  they  have  taken  of  this  sutgect,  it  is  of  incalculable 
importance  to  the  state  that  the  manufacture  of  beet  sugar  shodM 
be  introduced  as  speedily  as  possible  within  its  limits. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  upwardsof  #420,000  have  reoeol- 
ly^been  loaned  to  diflferent  companies  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement, and  that  little  aid  has  yet  been  given  by  the  state  to 
•promote  its  great  agricultural  interests ;  and  inasmuch  as  the 
subject  referred  to,  is  one  little  understood,  generally,  bythe  peo- 
ple of  the  state,  it  is  believed  that  the  petition  of  the  individuals 
who  have  enlisted  in  this  enterprise,  should  be  granted,  under  ap- 
propriate and  safe  provisions  on  the  part  of  the  state ;  and  in  so 
dotn^  your  committee  believe  that  a  loan  could  not  be  made  that 
would  be  rtiore  cheerfully  sanctioned  by  the  people  of  the  state^ 
or  more  productive  of  general  and  intrinsic  benent 

Your  committee  therefore  present  and  recommend  the  passage 
of  theaecompanymg  bill. 

All  which'  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  A.  CHAPIN, 
Chairman. 
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.     (No.  34.) 
RepoH  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Temperance. 

The  select  cofmnittee»  to  whom,  was  referred  the  petitioos  of 
siiiidry  citizens  of  the  couoties-  of  Hillsdale,  (.lenawee,  Washt^ 
naw,  Livingston  and  Oakland,  praying  that  the  laws  aotbprisiiig 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liauors  ^ay  be  repealed,  and  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  efiectually  prohibiting  the  sale  of  all  intoxicatiog 
drinks,  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  respectfully  report : 

That  the  subject  has  received  the  full  and  impartial  ooosidera- 
tion  of  the  committee.  I'hey  are  aware  of  the  excited  state  of 
feelic^  on  this  subject  which  pervades  particular  communities,  and 
act  with'all  deference  to  the  claims  of  the  many  female  petitinoers 
whose  names  appear  on  the  memorialsi,  upon  the  gallantry  of  any 
committee -of  this  bouse :  and  while  we  bow  to  their  irresistible 
influence,  whilst  moving  in  their  legitimate  sphere»  we  protest 
agabst  its  operation  upon  the  measuces  of  the  government  All 
our  gallantry  of  feeling  and  all  our  anxiety  to  please^  are  con- 
trolled by  the  great  responsibility  to  our  country  with  which  we 
are  clothed,  as  the  representatives  of  tlie  people.  Our  duty  de- 
mands of  us  the  promotion  of  **  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number^"  and  it  is  with  a  solemn  sense  of  that  imposing  duty  that 
we  approach  the  subject  submitted  to  our  consideration. 

The  first  prayer  of  thp  petition  is,  to  repeal  all  laws  in  relation 
to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

In  relation  to  this  part  of  the  petitions,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  restraints  thrown  round  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
drinks,  by  existing  laws,  are  just  and  proper,  and  ought,,  by  no 
means,  to  be  removed;  aqd  it  is  a  matter  of  no  little  surprise,  that 
the  professed  friends  of  temperance  should  ask  the  government  to 
remove  all  restraints  against  a  general  and  promiscuous  traffic  in 
intoxicatiog  liquors. 

The  great  object,  however,  of  the  petitions  seems  to  be  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  all  sales  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors to  be  used  as  a  beverage. 

This  part  of  the  subject  presents  an  inquiry  worthy  of  the  pro- 
'foundest  meditation  of  the  statesman,  the  historian,  the  philoso- 
pher and  the  philanthropist,  namely,  the  best  method  for  eradica- 
ting the  existing  evils  or  excesses  in  the  habits,  or  customs,  or 
manner  of  living,  in  any  particular  state  or  nation  7 

If  we  look  back  upon  the  countless  millions  who  have  hitherto 
peopled  the  earth,  but  now  sleep  in  the  dust,  and  inquire  what 
wisdom  or  knowledge  their  existence  has  taught  the  present  and 
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fbture  miUkmf  who  most  M\aw  them  in  perpetoal  and  ceaielen 
socoessioDy  we  shall  fiod  eraulation  and  ambition  th^  moving  power 
of  roan ;  and  aanmiiarity  ip  lurroanding  creatiMres  the  aim  and 
object  An  Alexander,  a  Caesar  or  a  Bonaparte,  occasionally 
saUs  from  the  usual  sphere  of  man,  like  the  bfaziog  stars  in  their 
serial  course,  but  the  great  mass  of  man  in  , his  onward  course, 
like  Ike  universal  order  of  nature,  remains  the  same.  In  all  ages, 
we  find  man  capable  of  being  acted  upon  by  surrounding  circum- 
stances, of  his  own  volition.  In  no  age  or  nation,  will  it  be  found 
that  his  will  can  be  oontrolied  by  physical  power.  The  habits 
and  customs  of  the  human  race  emanate  from  their  will,  and  are 
consequently  c^ovemed  and  controlled  by  it  The  laws  of  God 
leave  man  a  free  agent ;  they  place  all  created  things  before  him, 
with  a  knowledge  of  their  properties,  and  tell  him  ''  so  to  use  as 
not  to  abuse  them ;  to  make  all  created  things  subservient  to  the 
wants  and  happiness  of  man,  by  a  proper  medium  between  use 
and  abuse."  When  the  legitimate  and  proper  use  of  an  article 
is  not  dangerous  to  community,  it  would  be  umust  and  tyrannical 
to  attempt  to  impose  1^1  restraints  b^  acts  of  legislation.. 

If  we  assume  the  position  that  prohibitory  laws  should  be  pass- 
ed to  interdict  the  use  of  articles,  the  abuse  of  which  is  injurious^ 
we  virtually  ionpose  an  iqunction  against  the  use  of  any  thing  and 
every  thing,  ror  there  is  not  an  article  in  all  Grod's  creation,  the 
wrongful  use  of  which  may  not  be  injurious. 

So  far  as  l^slation  is  concerned,  we  lay  it  down  as  an  inva- 
riable rule,  that  the  excesses  of  men  in  the  use  of  drinks  or  any- 
thing else,  when  confined  to  the  person  using  it,  cannot  be  prohi- 
bited by  law.  To  pass  a  law  that  a  man  shall  not  use  intoxica- 
ting drinks,  would  be  not  only  void,  but  the  assumption  of  perfectly 
despotic  power  on  the  part  of  the  government  A  free  covern- 
ment  can  never  pass  such  a  law,  and  a  free  people  would  never 
submit  to  it 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  sugg^est,  more  particularlv  to  the 
female  petitioners,  a  course,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  more  to  cure  the  evil  of  intemperance  than  all 
the^ restraints  which  the  government  could  possibly  impose;  a 
course  bv  which,  and  by  which  alone,  intemperance  can  be  check- 
ed, and  nnally  overcome.  It  i^  to  use  the  commanding  and  ever 
powerful  influence  of  public  opinion  against  it  Contmue  to  en- 
lighten public  mind  by  knowledge.  Instil  into  the  minds  of  the 
rising  generation,  that  so  far  as  regards  his  own  conduct,  man 
can  be  what  he  wills  to  be ;  that  his  judgment  should  be  the  guide 
{ji  his  actions,  that  he  can  do  what  he  ought  to  do,  and  th^t  his 
own  happiness  consists  in  his  usefulness  and  the  happiness  of 
others.  That  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  like  all 
other  excessest  is  destructive  to  property,  character  and  happi- 
ness, and  ought  never  to  be  indulged.    Ebcterroinate  and  utterly 
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tS6iti»SI  fllc!^j6Vditig  to  the  diotates  of  hit  ^mn  triil  Md  jodgmet. 
h  shMlt  lealrii  iMii  tiy  regard  his  proper  devadoo  latke  mdb  ^ 
being,  and  thei«  wtK  be  liMle  to  fear  from  tatemperaiKset. 

Tbd  cMimitlM  are  of  opinkm  that  no  legitlatioQ  it  neoetHuy^ 

All  v^hich  19  re$Mctf$llfy  soboittlod. 

J.  GOODWiNv  Ckairmm. 
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(No.  35.) 

[8m.  Doc.  No.  22,  reprinted  by  order  qf  H»  R.) 

Re|M>rt  of  K*  Pritcbette,  Bank  Commisfaioiier,  rek* 
live  to  specie  certificstes,  issued  to  create  bankai) 

Jh  the  Enmabie  tie  SkmU 

<f  the  SuUe  of  Micki^au: 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  vour  honorable  body»  <iir9etiag 
tha  Bank  Commisiionera  "to  furnish  the  Senate  with  a  list  of  the 
specie  certificalesy  issued  and  loaned  by.  individuals^  banks  or  othdr 
ipstitudons,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  banks  under  the  flenerai 
banking  law  of  this  state,  by  whom  and  to  whom  issued ;  aiao 
the  names  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the  difi*erent  institulioQi 
tluit  have  been  placed  under  injunction ;  and  further,  that  the  CoBBb* 
misaioners  furnish  the.  Senate  with  copies  of  the  affidavits  ami 
(oAher  testimony  taken  by  them  in  their  investigations^  calculated 
to  exhibit  the  manner  and  by  whom  said  bankrupt  instito^ioiis 
hav^  been  organized,''  the  undersigoed.  has  the  h<nor  to  pnweot 
the  following  report : 

The  general  scope  of  the  resolution  seems  to  cootemphte  a 
detailed  statement,  exhibiting  at  one  view,  the  method  and  affenqT 
by  wJu'ch  the  numerous  institutions  und^r  the  genend  banking 
^w  were  set  in  motion. 

A  fuQ  compliance  with  the  object  of  this  resolutioo>  is  not  m^ 
in  the  power  of  the  undersigned. 

The  Bank  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  aot  of  Deo,  Sl^ 
1837,  with  a  view  to  facilitat9  their,  labors,  divided  the  superin- 
tendenco  of.  the  i^nks  between  them»  according  to  their  locationf 
which  division  corresponded  with  the  three  judicial  districta, 
Manv  institutions  were  put  in  operation^  and  several  were  bank*' 
rupt  before  their  appointment  took  place.  The  minuten  of  tba 
examinations  within  tlie  limits  of  the  third  judicial  district  are  aot 
at  band,  and  the  information  here  supplied  on  the  sufajiact,  it 
drawn  from  recollection  of  disclosures  made  from  time  to  tim 
in  the  mutual  interchange  of  the  results  of  the  official  labom  of* 
the  Commissiooers.  The  specie  certificates,  however,  hereafter 
mentioned,  undoubtedly  existed,  and  the  amounts  are  believed  to 
be  accurate, .  There  have  been  certificates  issued  and  used.tem* 

Sorarily,  and  afterwards  been  withdrawn,  and   others  withheld 
om  exhibition  to  the  Ckwomissioners  after  the  knowled^  (derive 
ed  from  the  example  of  others)  that  they  woukl  be  conttdereid  an 
inadmissihfe    Institi^ions  likewise  have  boen  aet  a  motioo  by 
75 
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the  direct  lotn  of  specie,  which  paised  from  bank  to  bank  for  iUg 
purpose.  The  ConHnissioDers  guarded  their  inteotioa  of  vintii^ 
institutions,  both  as  to  time  and  order  of  examination,  and  yet  the 
most  scrupulous  care  was  somethnes  insufficient  to  prevent  spe- 
cie from  preceding  them  in  the  imnds  of  agents,  in  antidpatioQ  of 
their  coming.  Bven  the  conviction  of  the  fact  was  unavailing, 
met  as  thef  wete^  in  such  cases,  by  direct  and  positive  denial  ao- 
der,  oath,  to  every  query*  The  incHsposition  of  indiyiduals  to  pre* 
sent  themselves  openly  as  informers,  and  the  want  of  power  to 
enforce  their  authority  to  examine  those  not  coi^pected  with  the 
institution  under  oath,  made  this  information  of  tiie  Ck«miis8ioii> 
ers  in  many  instances  useless,  except  as  a  stimulant  to  increased 
valance. 

Frequent  Imd  unexJ3ected  visits  subsequently  made,  developed 
the  insolvency  of  such  itistitutions.  -  But  it  wilt  be  plainly  per- 
c^ved,  that  a  sefies  of  trifling  and  corroborative  circumstances, 
discrepancies  in  the  statements  of  the  officers  of  difl^rent  banks  as 
to  their  mutual  transactions,  casual  conversations,  confidential 
SQjBigestions,  and  various  other  kfnds  of  information  too  slight  for 
detailf  may  become  important  guides  in  action,  and  yet  be  entire- 
\y  inadmissible  for  want  of  legal  certainty  iiito  an  official  report 
Much  of  the  information  obtained  regarding  the  loan  of  specie  and 
its  use,  is  of  this  diaracter.  The  same  is  in  some  degree  true, 
concerning  the  projectors  of  many  of  these  institutions. 
'  The  foRowitig  list  of  specie  certificates,  (fee.,  is  formed  by  an 
abstract  from  the  minutes  kept  by  the  Commissioner  having  in 
char^  the  banks  comprised  within  the  Kmits  of  the  first  judicial 
district — a  memorandum  furnished  by 'Alpheus  Felch,  Esq.,  which 
is  principally  drawt)  from  the  reports  heretofore  made, — and  the 
recollection  of  the  undersigned,  of  such  as  occurred  in  the  exa* 
mination  of  the  Commissioner  within  the  third  district 

By  a  carehil  examination  of  this  list,  it  wHI  be  seen,  that  in 
some  instances  banks  put  into  operation  by  fraudulent  means,  were 
themselves,  in  turn,  the  narents  of  similar  offspring. 

The  transactions  of  fraudulent  institutions  and  their  modes  of 
proceeding,  have,  in  many  cases,  been  concealed  with  the  great- 
est care  and  ingenuity.  A  complete  development  can  omy  be 
obtained  by  a  vigorous  and  UTiComptomising  investigation  in  the 
courts  of  law.  Without  this,  all  examinations  are  comparatively 
useless. 

The  singular  impunity  heretofore  enpyed  by  the  actors  in  the 
shameless  frauds  which  have  been  committed,  has  encouraged 
and  extended  the  evil.  Some  legislative  provision,  through  which 
the  severest  penalties  of  the  statutes  can  be  inflicted  upon  the  d- 
fenders,  will  alone  prevent  their  repetition,  and  afford  an  adequate 
protection  to  the  public. 

In  compliance  vritd  the  second  requirenoent  of  the  resohitieii,  a 
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list  of  the  officers  and  director  of  Hbe  wyn»n\  institutiopB  under 
injunction  is  hereunto  appended*  as  far  w  they  are  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  undersigned.  Where  the  directors  are  not 
known,  a  h'st  of  the  stockholders  is  substituted,  which  of  course 
includes  the  names  of  the  directors,  although  not  specified. 

The  concluding  demand  of  the  resolution  is  complied  with  by 
the  transmission  of  all  the  affidavits  in  the  possession  of  the  oo* 
dersigned.  They  have  all  been,  heretofJpre,  it  ia  believed,  pre- 
sented to  the  l^lature  in  the  several  reports  of  the  Commis* 
sioners. 

Tfie  teport  is  as  complete  as  the  materials  in  the  possession  of 
the  undersigned  have  enabled  him  to  piesent         ^    • 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 

Bank  Commissioner. 


Specie  Certificates,  &c. 

BANK  OP  GIBRALTAR; 

Exhibited  on  examination,  Feb.  1,  1838. 
Jan.     1.  In  State  bank,  F.  H.  Steevens,  $lflW  00 

23.      Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank»  H.  H» 

Brown  &  Co.,  1,000  00 

1.      Bank  of  Brest,  Theodore  Romeyn,  1,000  00 

Feb.     h  Sute  bank,  Joshua  Howard,  388  00 

1837. 
^ptJSO.  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Jacob 

Vreeland's  check  accepted,  600  00 

Total,  $3,988  00 

DETROIT  CITY  BANK, 

Exhibited  on  examination,  the  following  specie  certificates^ 
which  had  been  received  by  John  Truax,  treasurer  of  the  bank, 
as  specie  paid  in  on  instalments  of  capital  stock,  to  wit : 

1837. 
Nov.  15.  One  spepie  certificate  from  Michigan 
state  banH,  signed  Thos.  O.  Hill,  in 
favor  of  Cullen  Brown,  91,000  00 

Dec.  18.  One  specie  certificate  from  Bank  of  Mi- 
chigan, sUmed  by  A.  H.  Sibley,  in 
&vor  of  £.  Brooks,  for  4,000  00 

Nov;  15.  One  specie  certificate  from  Thos.  C. 
Sheldon,  to  the  credit  of  A.  T.  Mc- 


Carried  forward* 
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RejDoUs,  ibr  f  14)00»  and  to  the  en»> 
dit  of  the  president  and  directors  of 
Detroit  city  bank  for  $1,000,  2fifm  M 

(This  last  certificate  was  endorsed  as 
satisfactory  bvE.  N.  Bri(km.) 

Dec.  92.  One  specie  oertincate  from  Thos.  C. 
SheldoQt  in  favor  of  the  president 
and  directors  cf  the  Detroit  dty 
bank,  for  92,000,  <"  beii^  at  my  of- 
fice in  Kalaiiiaaod,^  for  "  f%00»  00 

Feb.   5.  One  specie  eertificate  from   Thoa.   CL 

Sheldon,  subject  to  the  order  of  F. 

».    .    H.  Harris,  cashier  of  the  Detroit 

dty  bank,  for  11,673  86 

#20,673  86 

FARMERS'  BANK  OF  OAKLAND, 

Exhibited  on  examination,  May  10,  1838,  the  following  specie 

certificates,  to  wit : 
1857. 

Dec  29,  One  from  Farmers*  and  Mechanics*  bank, 
Pontiac,  signed  G.  W.  Williams, 
cashier,  for  $10,000,  deposite  by 
Sherman  Stevens,  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  cashier  of  the  Fiirmersf 
bank  of  Oaklakid.  #10,000  00 

1838. 

Jim.  30.  One  from  the  Michigan  insurance  com- 
pany, Detroit,  signed  **H.  H.  Brown, 
secretary,*  deposited  by  Alfted  Wil- 
liams to  the  credit  of  the  Farmers' 
bank  of  Oakland,  for  15,000  00 


#25,000  00 


BANK  OF  OAKLAND, 

May  IL  Exhibited  on  examination»  a  receipt  for 
specie  given  by  R.  F.  Sti^ne,  castner 
(k  the  Genesee  county  bank,  f(»r  spe- 
cie borrowed  by  him  to  the  amount 
of  #4,679  64 

This  specie  was  sworn  to  as  the  property  of  the  bank,  and  al 
a  subsequent  examination,  ten  days  afterwards,  had  been  re- 
turned. 
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OAKLAND  COUNTY  nANK^Ohartered. 

iTbe  foHowii^  appears  to  have  been  the  materials  which  were 
used  io  putting  this  bank  into  operation,  to  wit : 

A  specie  certificate  isstied  by  the  Bank  of  Pontiac 
for  $10,000  00 

$5,000  of  specie  borrowed  from  the  Clinton  cahai 
bank  and  paid  in  thrice  to  create  a  credit  of  15,000  00 

CLINTON  CANAL  BANK. 

Tbia  bank  was  put  into  operation  by  means  of  aj^Moim  pruici- 
pally  borrowed  in  Detroit* 

FARMERS'  BANK  OP  GENESEE- 

Tbia  bftftk  was  put  in  operation  by  stock  no^  and  Ufsd  the 
foliowifiig  specie  certificates,  in  making  statements, 
One  from  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Detroit, 

signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  for  $15,000  00 

One  from  BaiJL  of  Oakland,  signed  by  Daniel  Le  Roy, 

for  10,000  00 

One  firom  Clinton  canal  bank,  signed  by  William  S. 

Stevens,  10^000  00 

One  from  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Detroity 

signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  for  5,000  00 

This  bank  had  also  in  Detrdt  city  bank,  a  certifi- 
cate of  deposite  for  1,500  00 

$85,500  00 
The  specie  certificates  from  John  A.  Welles,  with 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  specie  carried  from  De- 
troit, by  Rufus  Browuy  jr^  and  Delos  Davis,  ob- 
tained :tf  tke.Fkirmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  on 
the  check  of  Rufus  Brown,  jr^  made  the  basis  of 
the  report  to  the  legislature  in  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatories addressed  by  them  to  the  banks,  and 
were  returned  iigain  to  the  Farmers'  and  Mecha- 
nics's  bank  in  the  coum  of  a  few  days^  by  the 


EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  SHIAWASSEE, 

Was  put  in  operation  by  the  ibUowing  specie  certificates,  to 
wit: 

One  from  Farmers'  bank  of  Qenesee,  for  tl^OOO  00 

One  from        do        do  do      for  112,000  00 

One  purporting  to  have  been  firom  the  New  Haven 

baiik^  for  tCooOt  buthaviflg  batBiold»  wif  leUiriH 

edasafcMTgery. 
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BANK  OF  KENSINGTON, 
Appean  to  have  beep  put  in  operatioD  principally  by  the  libe- 
ral use  of  stock  notes,  and  specie  ohecks. 

BANK  OF  LAPEER. 
Was  put  into  operation  by  a  specie  certificate  from 
tbe  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank)  Detroit,  for         tlS^CKX)  00 

WAYNE  COUNTY  BANK.* 
One  from  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co^  «*  to  the  credit  of  the 

Wayne  county  bank,"  for    -  915,000  00 

One  from  H.  H.  Brown  &  Ca,  ^  to  the  credit  of  tbe 

Wayne  county  bank,"  for  15»000  00 

These  certificates  were  "  subject  to  the  order  of  the  cashier 

tbereoC"  signed  by  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.t  and  were^  obtained  by 

the  president,  J.  D.  Davis,  through  C.  H.  AfCiure,  cashier  of  the 

Bank  of  Clinton* 

SAGINAW  CITY  BANK, 

Put  in  operation  by  a  loan  of  specie  from  the  Bank  of 

Clinton,  of  .  tlO^OOO  00 

Also  a  loan  from  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank 

at  Detroit,  of  5^000  00 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  specie,  its  place  was  sup- 
plied by  stock  notes  of  the  directors  for  910,864 
62-100.  The  bank  also  holds  a  certificate  signed 
by  Mackie,  Oakley  &  Jamison,  for  specie  depo- 
sited in  New  York,«pa]rable  on  demand,  for  the 
sum  of  tlS^OOO  00 

On  this  certificate  $1,'3^61  has  been  drawn  for  and 
paid. 

FARMERS'  AND  MECHANICS'  BANK  OP  PONTIAC, 

Borrowed  specie  and  exhibited,  it  to  the  Commission- 
ers as  capital  stock,  to  the  amount  of  912,000  00 

JACKSON  COUNTY  BANK, 

Held  a  specie  certificate  from  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.,^ 
for  910,000  00 

FARMERS^  BANK  OP  SANDBTON^E. 

This  bank  had  a  credit  on  its  books  of  a  certificate  of  specie 
deposite,  but  it  was  withdrawn.  The  bank  and  amount  are  not 
known. 

The  b^nk  was  put  in  operation  by  a  loan  of  specie  from  the 
Bank  of  Clinton. 

*Thu  baddi  WM  p«t  iBioopentkm  byttheeki  IbrapeeiednwnoD  Mie^^ 
by  the  itookholdenf  bat  never  preeented,  aeknowledsed  or  paid. 
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BANK  OF  BR£ST. 

This  bank  had  si  specie  check,  Fafmers*  and  Me- 
chanics* bank,  Detroit,  (accepted,)  for  91)146  00 
An  individual  specie  check,  for  2,000  00 
Specie  to  the  aniount  of  #7,497,  was  received  in  gold  from 
Lewis  Grodard,  the  day  previous  to  examination*  and  subsequent- 
ly withdrawn  on  a  discounted  note  for  #7,500. 

BANK  OP  SALINEL 

This  bank  had  a  specie  certificate  from  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  bank  at  Detroit,  dated  Dec. 
2d,  1837,  in  favor  of  Doctor  D.  O.  Hoyt,  signed 
bv  John  A.  Welles,  cashier,  tfnd  endorsed  paya- 
ble to  the  order  of  W.  Curnett,  cashier,  for  #15,000  00 
This  certificate  was  left  a  dfiy  or  two  after  the  bank  went  into 

operation,  and  the  amount  of  specie  taken  out ;.  cashier  supposed 

it  was  taken,  in  part  at  least,  to  Coldwattr. 

BANK  OP  LENAWEE, 

Immediately  after  the  oreanization  of  this  bank,  on  or  about  the 
30th  day  of  December,  18^,  the  sum  of  #30,000  which  was  paid 
in  on  the  capital  stock  of,  wasr  refunded  and  the  promissory  note 
ofone  of  the  stockholders,  Edward  Bissell,  residing  in  the  state  of 
Ohio,  at  Toledo^  with  eodorsers*  was  taken  for  the  said  amouxit 
of#30,000. 

BANK  OP  ALLEGAN. 
This  bank  was  put  in  operation  by  a  specie  certificate  from 
H.  H.  Brown,  to  the  antount  of  #20,000,  obtained  by  the  presi- 
dent, A.  L.  Ely,  from  C.  H.  M'Clure^  cashier  of  the  Bank  df 
Clinton. 

BANK  OP  ST.  JOSEPH. 
This  bank  had  a  specie  certificate  from  T.  C.  Shel- 
don, for  #19,000  00 

BANK  OP  MARSHALL. 

This  bank  had  specie  certificates  as  follows,  to  wit : 
One  from  T.  C  Sheldon,  for  #10,000  00 

One  itooi  Michigan  state  bank  for  7,500  00 

BANK  OP  COLDWATER, 

Had  specie  certificate,  the  amount  and  by  whom  issued  not 
known. 
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BANK  OF  CLINTON. 
This  bank  bad  a  receipt  ql  C  ILM'Clurerdaled  JqIt  31, 1898, 
for  87^500  in  gold.    Tnis  i^okl  was  takeo  to  Detroit  by  the  snid 
M'Ckure  and  delivered  to  Lewis  Godard,  who  gave  hii  receiptor 
the  same. 

BANK  OP  GOODRICH, 
Had  a  specie  certificate  for  815,00i),  bpt  it  was  not  exhibited 
among  its  assets.    The  30  per  cent,  was  paid  in,  one  half  in  spe- 
cie, the  other  half  in  bills  of  the  banks  of  Jacksonburgt  Manches* 
ter,  Washtenaw  and  Lapeer ;  as  many  of  Lapeer  as  any  other. 


Bank  Directors,  &4u 

BANK  OF  KENSINGTON. 

March  22»  1838. 
Henry  Fiske,  President)  Frederid^  Hutchinson,  Cashier. 

Henry  Fiske,  B.  P.  Hutchinson, 

A.  A.  Dwight,  E.  P.  Cooke, 

A.  M.  Brown,  C.  L.  Crouse, 

N.  F.  Butterfield,  S.  p.  Dix. 

F.  Hutchinson, 

BANK  OP  OAKLAND. 

Jt^xrA  9, 1888. 

Daniel  LeRoy,  President,  J.  1^.  Bowman,  Teller. 

G.  O.  Whittemore  Cashier. 

Directors. 

Daniel  LeRoy,  G.  O.  Whittemore, 

O.  Chamberlin,  Francis  Darrow, 

A.  H.  Peck,  A.  Bagley, 

L.  W.  Mann,  O.  a  HasoaU. 


R.  LeRoy, 


t^^'-^'i'-^ 


BANK  OF  GIBRALTAR. 

Janucary  I,  1838. 
Joshua  Howard,  President,         Joseph  C.  Ringwalt,  Cashier. 

Directors. 
Joshua  Howard,  Henry  B*  Lathrop, 
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Nvtbahiel  T.  LuddttI, 
Eldredge  Morse, 
Griffith  H.  Jones. 


Enoch  Jotm% 
BeDJfiinin  Porter^ 
Alanson  Sheeley, 
Theodore  Romeyn, 

FARMERS'  BANK  OF  OAKLAND. 

March  19,  1886. 
James  B.  Simonson,  Presidentt    6.  H.  Broadhead,  Cashier. 

Directors. 

Jona  Chares,.  David  Hubbard, 

David  Chase,  John  W.  Hunter, 

S.  C  Rose,  6.  Broadhead, 

John  F.  Keyes,  James  B.  Simonsott. 
E.  Vandewenter, 

LENAWEE  COUNTY  BANK* 

February  29, 18S8. 

W.  Spalding,  President,  Daniel  P.  Heman,  Cashier. 

P.  E.  Whiting, 

Directors. 

L.  T.  Thayer, 
G.  B.  Harris, 
G.  E.  Pomeroyi 
y.  Spalding. 


L.  C.  Daniels, 
R.  Robinson, 
J.  Field, 
J.  G.  Loomis, 
Daniel  Pitnamt 


BANK  OF  BREST. 
H.  S.  Piatt,. President,  George  H.  Tf-acy,  Cashier. 

Directors.] 

T.  Whelpley, 
John  Pierson. 
James  B.  Fairman, 
George  H.  Tracy. 


H.  S.  Piatt, 
Lewis  Godard, 
W.  W.  Ptenti<Je, 
Abel  Godard, 
M.  L.  Collins, 


WAYNE  COUNTY  BANK. 

March  8,  1838. 
J.  D.  Davis,  President,  Benj.  F.  Hall,  Cashier. 

Dire<^ors. 

Cullen  Brown,  G  Harrington, 

C.  L.  Bristol,     .  A.  Y.  Murray, 

C.  TenEyck,  E.  WoodruflJ 

T.  Lyon,  J.  D.  Davis. 
H.  a"  Noyes, 

76 
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EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  SHU\^ASSEE. 

FOtuary  28,  1898. 

A.  Morehouse,  President*  G.  vV.  Clark,  Cashier. 

Directors. 
John  Pearson,  A.  Morehouse, 

L.  Brown,  Aaron  Swain, 

H.  Baker,  J.  Castle, 

G.  W.  Clark,  H.  Row. 

FARMERS'  &  MECHANICS*  BANK  OF  PONTIAC. 

March  10, 1838. 
Schuyler  Hodges,  President,       6.  W.  Williams,  Cashier. 

B.  C.  Whittenoore,  Teller. 

Directors. 

G.  W.  Williami^  William  Phelps, 

Schuyler  Hodges,  M.  LaMont  Bagg, 

Janies  A.  Weeks.  Horace  C.  Thur^r, 

JACKSON  COUNTY  BANK. 

Februartf  19,  1888. 

Paul  B.  Riiu|,  President,  Porter  G.  Hughes,  Cashier. 

Charles  H.  Van  Doren,  Teller. 

Directors, 

A.  F.  Fitch,  Allen  Bennett, 

William  Ford,  Phineas  Farrand, 

Jira  Payne,  Pfeiul  B.  Rimr, 

Walter  Burlington,  Porter  G.  Hughes.    , 
Ira  C.  Backus, 

FARMERS'  BANK  OP  SANDSTONR 

March,  1838. 
L.  U.  Smith,  President,  H.  N.  Baldwin,  Cashier. 

A.  Clark,  Clerk. 

Directors. 

H.  N.  Baldwin,  S.  F.  Hooper, 

Giles  BloomGeld,  A.  F.  Fitch, 

Gould  Butler,  P.  B.  Ring, 

L.  D.  Smith,  P.  Farrand. 
A.  Clark, 

BANK    OF  LAPEER. 

Norman  Davidson,  President,  (until  Feb.  1,  1888.) 
T.  J.  Benedict,  President 

Alvin  N.  Hart,  Cashien  (until  12th  Feb.  1888.) 

».  T.  Cady,  Cashier. 
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Norman  Daricbont  Silas  D.  McKeetit 

AaroD  Goodrich,  Benjamin  F.  Town, 

Alvin  N.  Hart  Oliver  B.  Hart 

FARMERS*  BANK  OF  SHARON. 
Ruel  Ambrose,  President  Allen  Baldwin,  Cashier. 

Diredon. 

Ruel  Ambrose,  Almond  R,  Fitq^erakl, 

Nathaniel  Ambrose,  S.  R.  Draper, 

B.  Miller,  William  A.  Crocker, 

David  Fitzgerald,  .  Samuel  Brown. 

Calvin  Thompson,  ^  ' 

MERCHANTS'  BANK  OF  CENTERVILLE, 
Thomas  W.  Langley,  President 

Dhredors. 

Adams  Wakeman,  James  Van  Buren, 

Wm.  S.  Stevens,  P.  Riley  Tull, 

Thos.  W.  Laqgley,  W.  B.  Brown, 

Daniel  Hogan,  Wm.  F.  Mosely. 

Amos  C.  Hubbard, 

BANK  OF  GOODRICH. 
Enos  Goodrich,  President  Aaron  Goodrich,  Cashier. 

Directors. 

Moses  Groodrich, 

Enos  Groodrich, 

John  Vantine, 

Charles  Vantine, 

Levi  W.  Goodrich. 

SAGINAW  CITY  BANK- 
Norman  Little,  President,  Nelson  Smith,  Cashier. 

Direciars. 

Charles  L.  Richman,  E.  S  Williams^ 

Wm.  L.  P.  Little,  Nelson  Smith. 

T.  L.  Howe, 

BANK  OP  SALINE. 
S.  Finch,  President,  W.  Curnutt,  Cashier. 

Directors. 

S.  Finch,  Thomas  Wood, 

A«  Grodard,  0  Parsons, 

J.  S.  Ware,  D.  D.  Wallace. 
O.  Howe, 
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FARMERS'  BANK  OF  SHARON. 

Ruel  Ambrose,  President,  Allen  Baldwin,  Cashier. 

Directors. 
R.  Ambrose,  AmasaGillet, 

A.  H.  Burdicb^  Isaac  Godfroy. ' 

Fr.  A.  GiUett, 


BANK  OF  ALLEGAN. 

Henry  H.  Clarke,  Cashier. 
StbcKholders. 

N.  Abbott, 
J.  L.  Shearer, 
*  Joseph  Fish, 

'      L.  Wtoslow, 
,  Benjamiti  Eagerv 
Wm.  FinnT^ 


Alex.  L.  Hiff 

Alex.  L.  Ely 
Elisha  D.  Ely, 
Jacob  B.  Baily, 
Harvey  J.  CUrkv 
David  B.  Stout, 
L.  Lyons, 
Henry  H.  Booth, 

BANK  OF  UTICA. 
Jacob  Summers,  President,         John  James,  Cashitr. 
G.  C.  Leech,  •* 


Pdyne  K.  Leech,  jr., 
John  Jatms, 

D.  W.  Philips, 
Ephraim  Calkins, 
A.  G.  Flnden, 
G.  Hanscom, 

E.  Endres, 

J.  S.  Fletcher, 
G.  C.  Leech, 
J.  Lister, 
Sheldon  Owee, 


Stockholders. 

C.  S^  Madison, 
A.  Keemfy, 
S.  Ladd, 
A.  B.  Adams, 
Wro-  A.  Davis, 
O.  Sheldon, 
0.  Steevens, 
L.  D.  Owen, 
A.  Bond, 
J*  Summers. 


BANK  OF  MANCHESTER. 

Stockholders. 


George  Howe,  President, 
Barnabas  Case, 
Marvin  Howard, 
Oliver  KeU(M|g^ 
Nicholas  Bicker, 
Jdtm  A.  Sloat, 
James  H.  Fellows, 
Danl.  A.  Mills, 
John  Wain, 
Lewis  Dodge, 


Andrew  G.  Irwin,  Cadifer. 

Thos.  J.  Faxen, 

D.  Witlson, 

A.  Hughes, 

George  Howe, 

C.M.D.Bull, 

Emanuel  Chase, 

W.  D.  Clark, 

James  Perrin^ 

C.  C.  Cotton, 
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Josiah  R.  Stout, 
R.  L.  Fellow% 
John  Weltz, 
Axitbooy  Fouoher« 
Thomas  Morgan, 
Wm.S.  Carr, 
John  Miller, 


Caleb  Clark, 
DaiQd  &  6ilbttt» 
Albert  Howe,, 
Lorenzo  Higgios» 
W*  T.  Alderman, 
Alanson  Case, 
S.  &  J.  H.  Fargo, 
M.  D.  Higgins. 


CLINTQN. CANAL  BANK. 

March  9, 1838. 
Wm.  S.  Stevens,  President,        A.  Trcadway,  Cashier, 
David  Paddock,  President,  W.  Vl.  Davis,  Cashier. 

Stockholders. 

J.  E.  Beers, 

D.  H.  Parker, 
W.  A.  Nelson, 
A.  B»  Newcombj 
S.  C.  Munson, 
Charles  Hubbeli, 
W.  S.  Stevens, 
W.  H.  Adanw, 
Wm.  Phelps. 

Stockholders. 

/fine  39,  1898. 
David  Paddock, 
J.  M.  Coonley, 
G.  W.  Wisner, 
P.  Van  Every, 

E.  B.  Comslock, 
E.  F.  Cook, 
Isaac  Paddock. 


Beni  P.  Wixoro, 
Andrew  C.  Walker, 
Warren  Messenger, 
P.  J.  Perrin, 
J.  M.  Coonly, 
^itrael  Powers, 
Hezekiah  B.  Smith, 
N.  J.  Daniels, 
E.  F.  Cook, 
B.  B.  Comstock, 


A.  B.  Neweomb, 
Samuel  Power, 
Tobias  Love, 
W.  S.  Stevens, 
Alfred  Judson, 
H.  B.  Smith, 
N.  J.  Daniels, 
A.  C.  Walker, 


FARMERS'  BANK  OF  GENESEE. 

December  80, 18S7. 
H.  R4  Jerome,  President,  R.  M.  Morrison,  Cashier. 

Directors. 


H.  R.  Jerome, 
T.  J.  Drake, 
R.  M.  Morrison, 
Lyman  Stow, 
E.  R.  Evnng, 


A.  Miller, 
Curtis  Bellows, 
W.Davis, 
Simpson  Buck. 
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Januarif  4,  1888. 
R  J.  S.  Page  was  appointed  cashier. 

Thos.  J.  Drake,  Lyman  Stow,  R.  M.  Morrison  traasfened 
their  stock  vacated  their  seats  as  directors,  and 

R.  J.  S.  Page,  Benj.  Bowers,  Levi  Gilkey,  were  appointed  di- 
rectors in  their  stead. 


AFFIDAVITS. 

(No.  1.) 
Oakland  CoutUy  Jffankr^AffidavU  of  Seth  Beach. 

StATB  of  MiCTaOAN,  I 

'     Oakland  County.     )  "* 

Seth  Beachy  of  said  county,  maketh  oath  and  saith,  that  be  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  of  the  Oakland  county  bank,  and 
was  elected  treasurer,  and  subsequently  cashier  of  said  bink ;  and 
the  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  was  familiar  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  at  the  time  cf  the  opening  of 
the  books  of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  institution ; 
and  that  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extends;  an  opportunity  was  af- 
forded every  person  who  was  so  disposed  to  suoscribe  to  ihe  capi- 
tal stock  of  said  bank ;  and  the  deponent  further  saitfi,  that  upon 
the  final  distribution  of  the  said  stock,  each  and  every  person  re- 
ceived their  proper  proportion. 

The  deponent  fuither  said,  that  on  the  27th  day  cf  March  last 
past,  while  actii^  as  cashier,  fifteen  thousand  dotlan  in  specie, 
was  actually  paid  in,  pursuant  to  the  said  charter;  and  that  thcare 
being  no  banking  house  belonging  to  the  Oakland  county  lnnk» 
the  money  was  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  William  S. 
Stevens,  for  safe  keeping,  who  gave  a  receipt  therefor  to  said 
bank,  and  held  the  same  subject  to  the  order  of  the  proper  officers 
of  said  bank ;  and  the  deponent  funher  saith,  that  the  said  books 
of  subscription  were  opened  by  him,  and  continued  open  for  and 
during  the  period  prescribed  by  the  charter. 

S.  BEACH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  August, 
eighteen  hvindred  and  thirty-eight 

CLARK  BEARDSLEY. 
Justice  of  tim  Peace. 
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(No.  2.) 

Affidavit  of  W.  S.  Stevens. 

Statb  of  Michigan,  )  ^^ 
County  of  Wayr^.    ) 

WiHiam  S.  Stevens,  beii^  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  oo 
the  twentv-seventh  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1888,  he  purchased 
of  O.  D.  llichardson,  William  Draper  and  Seth  Beach,  of  Pon^ 
tiac,  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  shares  of  stock  in  the  Oakland  county 
bank,  for  which  he  paid  a  bonus  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  In  this 
purchase  the  stock  was  taken  by  him,  as  if  nothing  had  been  paid 
upon  the  same*  The  bank  had  not  then  been  put  into  operation. 
William  Draper  was  the  president,  and  Seth  Beach,  cashier  of 
the  institution. 

On  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  A*  D.  1888,  deponent 
borrowed  «!!  the  specie  which  was  at  that  time  in  the  CHntoo 
canal  bank,  and  directed  his  hired  man  to  take  it  down  to  a  room 
prepared  for  the  Oakland  county  bank.  Deponent  does  not  re* 
coHect  the  amount,  but  thinks  it  was  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 
Tt»s  specie  was  taken  to  the  bank,  was  counted  by  Mr.  Beach, 
as  cashier*  and  credited  on  the  books  as  paid  in  on  the  stock  of  the 
bank.  After  being  thus  counted,  the  same  was  taken  immedi- 
ately back  to  the  Clinton  canal  bank,  and  again  sent  to  the  Oat* 
land  county  bank,  to  be  aoain  counted  and  credited  as  before. 
This  was  repeated  until  the  wh  )le  amount  so  counted  and  ere* 
dited  nnade  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  After  this  was 
done^  deponent,  at  the  request  of  said  Beach,  gave  a  receipt  for 
the  amount  (•15>000,)  to  the  Oakland  county  bank.  This  depo< 
nent  does  not  know  that  any  other  specie  was  ever  paid  in  tosaki 
bank ;  the  amount  above  mentioned  was  never  returned  to  it 
This  payment  was  made  to  secure  the  charter  merely,  and  was 
not  intended  to  remain  in  the  bank  as  a  bona  fide  payment  of 
stock.  At  this  time,  deponent  had  no  interest  in  the  Clinton  ca- 
nal bank,  but  borrowed  the  specie  as  above  stated,  of  the  presi* 
dent  and  cashier  ot  said  bank,  for  the  express  purpose  above 
mentiobed. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  some  time  in  the  early  part  of 
April  last*  he  sold  and  transferred  five  hundred  shares  of  stock 
"wnich  he  had  in  said  Oakland  county  bank,  to  Mason  ConversOt 
and  one  thousand  shares  to  M.  R  Sherwood.  Said  Converse 
vras  to  pay  deponent  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  same.  For 
this,  he  gave  a  draft  on  the  bank  of  Brest,  endorsed  by  Lewis 
Godard,  which,  however,  was  dishonored.  By  these  sales  the 
stock  was  to  be  taken  as  it  then  existed,  nothing  having  been  paid 
on  the  same,  and  said  Sherwood  and  Converse  were  to  pay  in 
upon  the  same  their  proportion  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  (be- 
ii^  in  all  #15*000,)  in  specie.    Sud  Converse  proposed  afler- 
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wards  to  put  in  for  his  share  jnsteoii  of  specie,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars of  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Coldwater,  but  this  deponent  refused 
to  receive  the  same.  Nothing  was  paid  by  said  Converse,  but  he 
soon  afterwards  assigned  his  stocii  to  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Mo> 
Reynolds.  The  proportion  which  was  to  hare  been  paid  in  by 
said  Sherwood,  to  wit ;  #10,000,  was  paid  by  a  certificate  of  spe- 
cie deposite,  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Pontiac.  This  certificate  was 
credited  to  said  Sherwood,  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  but  in  fact, 
never  went  into  the  bank,  and  was  taken  away  by  said  Sberwoodt 
or  some  of  his  friends,  to  Buffalo. 

While  said  Converse  and  Sherwood  held  a  muority  of  said 
stock,  as  above  mentioned,  Gea  N.  Keeny,  of  Buflblo,  was  eleo< 
ted  president,  and  William  Korta,  also  of  Buffiilo,  was  chosen 
cashier.  The  bills  of  the  bank  were  obtained  from  the  engraver 
about  this  time,  and  notes  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  were  signed  by  said  Kortz  and  Keeney,  and  vfere 
taken  to  BoflSdo  by  them.  A  receipt  was  left  for  them,  in  bank. 
Deponent  was  afterwards  informed,  that  of  thia  amount,  five 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars  were  afterwards  obtained  frooi 
them,  and  returned  to  the  bank.  During  the  tinoe  whra  said 
Converse  and  Sherwood  owned  a  majority  of  the  bank,  theva 
was  no  specie  or  other  available  assets  belonging  to  the  inatitu* 


Some  time  in  June  last,  deponent  sold  the  remaining  portion  ef 
the  stock  owned  by  him  in  said  bank,  to  Edward  Brooks  and  An- 
drew T^  McReynolds,  of  Detroit  They  were  to  pay  him  for  the 
same,  the  amount  paid  by  this  deponent  therefor,  but  have  aayet 

Cid  noth'mg.  They  virere  also  to  take  the  same  as  it  then  was, 
owing  that  nothing  had  in  fact  ever  been  paid  in  on  the  same. 
The  sara  was  broken  open  by  deponent,  to  show  said  Brooks  and 
McReynolds,  the  actual  stuation  of  the  bank,  and  deponent  ea^ 
pressly  told  them,  that  not  a  cent  had  been  paid  in  on  the  stock, 
and  that  said  bank  had  never  issued  a  dollar,  excepting  the  amount 
above  mentioned,  which  was  taken  away  by  said  Sbarwood.  Thia 
amount  in  the  hands  of  said  Sherwood,  was  taken  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  this  deponent. 

On  the  day  of  said  last  mentioned  sale  and  transfer  of  stock,  de- 
ponent resigned  as  director  in  said  bank,  and  knows  nothing  of  its 
transactions  since  that  time. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  after  he  bad  purchased  the  atock 
above  mantioned,  he  was  informed  that  the  requisitions  of  the 
eiiartar  of  said  bank  had  not  been  complied  with  in  the  original 
subsoription  to  the  stock  tbereoC  ioaamuch  as  the  requisite  aoUce 
of  the  time  and  place  of  opening  the  books  of  subscription  bad 
ftot  been  given.^  Deponent  gave  notice  of  the  ftet  lo  those  to 
whom  he  sold  said  stock,  and  told  them  that  the  same  mi^t  de- 
feat all  interest  under  the  charter,  and  also  gave  tbam  copies  of  % 
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cofrtMlpoiidtfnce  between  the  cashier,  (Seth  Beaeh,)  and  M/  J. 
Ricoh,  Esq.,  dien  the  Bank  ComnrHssioner. 

W,  S.  STEVENS. 
Subsoribed  dnd  sworn  to,  this  eleventh  day  of  Febf uary,  A.  D. 
IS99. 

A.  FELCH. 
Btmk  Crnnmisskmer. 


AffidaoU  €f  Orrin  Parsons,  a  DHvdtat  df  the  Baiik  df  Saline. . 

Statb  of  MicthioAv,  ) 
CoMntSfi^  WaskUnaWf ) 

Orrio  Panona,  of  said  county,  beitw  My  sworn,  on  oatb  am 
that  he  is  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Saline,  and  haa  been  in  that 
capacity  for  about  saven  months ;  that  he  attended  a  meeting  ci 
the  board  of  directors  at  the  banking-house  in  Saline,  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  August,  instant^  according  to  deponent's  best  recol- 
lection. Deponent  was  sent  for  to  attend  said  meeting.  The 
following  directors  attended  said  meeting,  namely  :  Abel  Godard^ 
Silas  Finchi  Daniel  D.  Wallace,  Orriti  Howe,  and  thia  deponent 
Said  Godaid  infornOed  the  board,  at  the  meeting,  that  an  injuoo* 
tion  had  been  made  out  against  the  Bank  of  west,  and  that  he 
feared  there  would  be  an  injunction  apiainst  the  Bank  of  Salioe. 
Deponent  does  not  recollect  that  he  said  an  injunctioii  was  aerfed, 
but  suppoaed  there  waa  one  out  against  the  Brest  bank,  and  sop^ 
pesed  there  would  be  one  against  the  Bank  of  Saline.  He  aaul, 
moreover,  that  the  Bank  of  Brest  had  made  an  assignment  of  dl 
its  effects  previous  to  the  service  of  the  writ  of  injunction  upon 
it,  and  be  advised  the  board  of  dir^tors  of  the  Bank  of  SaKne  to 
do  the  same ;  but  said  that  the  board,  must^neverthel^te,  do  at 
they  thoi^t'  best  in  regard  to  it.  Said  Godard  further  stated, 
that  he  thought  the  bank  would  have  to  wind  up  its  concerns,  and 
that  it  was  ^st  to  do  so  by  making  an  assignment  of  all  i(a  pro- 
perty and  efiects  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors ;  that  it  was  bet- 
ter to  have  it  ^o  into  the  hands  of  an  assignee  than  of  a  receivers 
After  consultation,  the  board  passed  a  resolution  td  assigki,  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  all  the  property  and  effects  of  the  bank  tb 
Alexander  D.  Fraser,  Esq.,  of  the  city  of  Detroit. 

The  assignment  was  written  previously,  and  lay  on  the  table 
when  deponent  went  into  the  room  where  the  mcfeting  was  held. 
Deponent  does  not  know  when  or  by  whom  it  was  prepared. 
The  nanae  t>f  Mr.  Fraser,  as  assignee,  was  suggested  tnr  Mr. 
Grodard,  who  stated  that  he  was  the  assignee  of  V^  Bank  of'^Brest,- 
and  it  wooM  be  less  expensive  to  have  him»  as  he  could  attend  td 
77 
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both;  but  said^  if  th9  dmcUNrs  preforred,  they  o6uM  iMike  aa  ap* 
pointment  in  the  immediate  i^eighborbocd  of  the  boolu  Tbe  a** 
signoient  wos^exocuted  before  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Oo  tbe  next  d^iy,  deponent  went  into  Detroit  with  the  president 
and  cashier,  and  one  of  the  directors.  The  assignment  was  ri- 
ven to  Mr.  Fmser  by  the  president,  Silas  Finch,  Esq.  The  hoMS 
and  propcarty  and  papers  were  also  sent  to  his  office.  Very  tittle 
conversation  took  place  with  Mr.  Eraser  on  the  subject 

The  assignment  was  made  for  iear  of  an  injunction*  and  to 
avoid  being  closed  up  by  a  receiver  appointed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  state.  It  was  thought  better  to  close  up  voluntarily»  by 
assignment,  thoa  to  baye  it  done  by  law.  Deponent  believed  that 
they  had  an  undoubted  right  thus  to  close  up  the  concerns  of  the 
bank  and  to  pay  its  debts. 

Some  time  in  the  early  part  of  August  instant,  post  notes  were 
isfiied  by  tbe  Bank  of  Haiineto  the  amount  of  Aneen  or  twenty 
ikonsand  ddlara,  far  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  loan,  payable  in 
oae  year,  with  interoit.  They  were  endolrsed  by  Lewis' Godard 
and  this  deponent,  and  a  part  of  them  by  Daniel  D.  Wallace. 
The  post  notes  were  tak6n  by  Lewis  Godard,  to  be  transmitted 
to  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  of  Lockport,  for  the  purpose  of  efiecthig 
aloen« 

Deponent  did  not  know  that  any  biUs  of  the  Bank  of  Saline 
were  in  the  hands  of  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  until  he  was  told  so 
aaiae  time  after  the  transaction  is  aaid  to  have  taken  place. 

Od  the  day  of  the  assignment^  a  vote  passed  the  board  of  dbeo» 
tan  to  redeen  bflJs  in  t)^  handr  of  anindivjdaal  totheamooMof 
six  hyndred  doHara,  in  specie,  whieh  waa  aooordingfy  done. 
Bight  hundred  dollars  in  specie  was  in  like  manner  paid  to  one  of 
ibe  depoatora. 

0RRIN  PARSONS. 

Sttbaoribed  and  sworn  to»  before  tne,  this  thirty'^Arsl  dvf  of 
Aiagust^  A.  D.  1888. 

A.  FEIXIH,  Am*  C&m. 


(No.  4.) 
Affidamt  of  S.  Unch,  President  Bank  of  Saline. 
Statb  op  Michigan,    I 
County  of  Washtenaw,  J  ^     * 

Silas  Finch,  of  said  cooqly,  beiof;  duly  awom»  on  oath  nys, 
that  ba  ia  and  has  been  for  about  seven  aoontba  laat  paalt  ptm^ 
dent  of  the  Bank  of  Saline ;  and  he  is  an^l  has  bmn  dmnng  tbe 
safne  tune  a  director  of  the  saine.  That  be  was  preeeal  «t  tbe 
last  examination  <^  the  afiaira  and  eaoditioa  of  sud  baak»  aiade 
by  Jl,  Felc^  one  of  the  Bank  Ooomioakwegaaf  aaidttalaefMi* 
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ohigdn;  that  fio^alerial  ehange^  to  the  koowled^  6f  tbk  d«po> 
oent,  took  place  in  tiie  affairs  or  condition  of  said  insCieution  after 
9Tiid  last  mentioned  oxamination,  until  the  16th  day  of  August  inst. 
On  said  l^h  day  of  Augiwft  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
laid  bank,  was  called  and  held  at  the  instance  of  Abel  GkKlard, 
one  of  the  directors;  said  Godard  came  to  Saline  on  that  da}% 
and  at  md  meeting  of  the  directors  informed  th6  board  that  an 
injunction  wa»  made  out  against  the  Bank  of  Brest,  and  that  he 
feared  there  would  be  an  iarjancttoti  a^inst  the  Bank  of  Salfaie. 
He  said,  moreover,  that  the  Bank  of  Brebt  had  made  an  assign- 
Boent  of  all  ks  effects  preriom  to  the  service  Of  the  writ  of  In* 
jmotion  upon  it,  and  he  advised  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  Saline  to  do  the  same,  but  said  that  the  board  must  neverthe* 
less  do  as  they  thoui^ht  best  in  regard  to  it.  Said  Godard  f Cnthef 
daied  th&t  he  thootgnt  the  bank  would  have  to  wind  up  fts  con- 
oeras^  and  that  it  w^  best  to  do  so  by  making  an  assignment  of  ftll 
iit  property  and  6fi^ts  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors ;  that  it  was 
better  to  have  it  go  into  the  hands  of  an  ass^nee  than  of  a  receiver. 
After  consultation  die  board  passed  a  vote  authorizing  the  preA- 
deot  and  cashier  to  tnnke  a  general  assignment  for  lbs  benefit  of 
creditors^  of  all  the  pmperty  and  effects  of  the  bank  to  Alex- 
ander  Di  Praser,  Esq.  of  Detroit.  The  assignment  wfts  written 
pi^viously  and^  produced  about  the  time  of  the  opening*  of  4he 
meeting,  but  deponent cdmnot  tell  by  whom. 

The  assignment  w6s  executed  agreeably  to^the  resdtition  of 
tbe  boi^d,  before  the  meeting  ndjouiiied.  Mr.  Godard  suggested 
the  name  of  Mr.  Fr^er  as  assignee,  and  stated  that  he  was  assign 
niie  of  the  Bank  of  Brest,  and  could  attend  to  both  without  much 
eura  trouMe^  bat  said  if  tho  board  preferred  it,  they  could  use 
any  other  name. 

On  the  nent  day  ihit  deponent,  in  company  with  Orrin  Parsons 
and  Daniel  0.  W»M«ce,  two  of  the  direclora,  and  A.  Mandel!,* 
etishier,  went  (nCo  Detroit,  and  took  with  them  -the  assignment 
aforesaid,  and  also  the  property,  effects,  books  and  papers  of  the* 
bank ;  and  all  were  delivered  over  to  said  A^  D.  Frasei*  as  assi^« 
Me;  Deponent  saw  Mr.  Praser,  but  hsfd  no  conversation  with 
hhn  on  the  aubj^et  of  the  bank  or  the  assignment.  Deponent 
bttaded  the  assignment  to  said  Fraser,  and  tl^  papers,  property; 
books,  and  etkcis  were  gent  to  his  ofiioe.  He  nas  had  no  con* 
versartion  sinoe  that  time  whh  Mr.  Fraser,  on  the  subject. 

The  indooement  to  rnake  (he  assignment  was  the  ^tatementtf 
iMuie  al  the  nfeeting  of  the  beard  above  mentioned,  and  Ikie  ttt^ 
peotatioo  thpit  an  injunction  wouM  be  issued  a^'ost  the  b^nk. 
There  was  not,  to  the  knowledge  Of  this  (feportent,  any  other  in* 
duo^ment  io  make  the  assignment.  The  board  were  led  to  be- 
lieve  tboit  that  was  the  best  way  to  cbseiip  the  bunk.  TMt  o]^ 
ioD  vmM'  odopied  on^ndaturar  dehboratfon. 
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About  sixty  <)olltr8  in  speoie  beloogiog  to  the  taak  wm  dd!« 
vered  \o  said  Eraser  as  assignee. 

On, or  about  the  fourth  &y  of  August  instant*  said  fiank  of 
Saline  issued  post  notes  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  neeotiatii^ 
a  loan  to  that  amount.  These  notes  were  payable  at  the  Pbce- 
^ix  bank  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  one  year  from  date,  with 
interest,  and  were  endorsed  by  individuals  in  Michigan»  and  were 
sent  to  Lyman  A.  Spalding  of  Lockport,  in  the  state  of  New  YoriK, 
but  they  have  been  sent  lor,  end  it  is  expected  they  will  soon  be 
returned.  Nothing  was  ever  received  by  the  bank  for  them. 
The^  were  pot  endorsed  by  ft  Bank  CommissioDer.  They  were 
received  by  Lewis  Godard  at  the  Baqk  of  Saline  for  the  porpose 
above  stated. 

Some  four  noonths  since>  the  bank  sent  to  Lyman  A,  Spaldiqg; 
bills  of  the  bank  of  Saline  amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  which  were  in  sealed  packages,  and  were  to  renuuo  seal- 
ed, as  collateral  security  for  certain  drafts  whk:h  were  to  be  made 
by  the  bi^nk  on  said  Spaldipg,  for  the  purpose  of  redeemiitt'  biUs 
of  the  bank.  Drafts  to  the  amount  of  about  ten  thousand  d<4lar8 
were  made  by  said  bank  in  accordance  with  such  arraogementv 
but  deponent  does  not  know  whether  any  thii^  has  been  paid  on 
them  by  hino  or  not.  Deponent  does  not  know  whether  toe  biUs 
last  above  noentioned  were  entered  on  the  proper  books  exhibit- 
k^  the  amount  of  issues  of  said  bank  or  not,  nor  does  be  know 
^vbether  the  same  were  exhibited  in  any  manper  as  issued*  oo  ex- 
amination of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  by  a  Bank  Commissioner. 

Peponeqt  believes  that  there  is  no  charge  or  other  evidence  of 
debt  M[ainst  Lyman  A.  Spalding  on  the  hockM  or  among  the  pa- 
pers oisaid  bank. 

At  the  time  of  said  assignment*  there  was  in  the  hands  of  Lewis 
CkNiard  for  exchaiu(e  purposes,  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  Ullt 
of  the  said  Bank  otSaline.  pepoi)ent  beKeVes  that  the  amount  is 
now  secured  by  endorsed  notes.  Depoqent  does  not  reoollect 
whether  this  amount  was  entered  among  the  circulation  of  tbe 
bank  or  not,  nor  does  be  remember  whether  any  char|G(e  was 
tfkdiie  to  said  Godard  of  the  saa)e  on  book..  This  advance  was 
made  to  Mr.  Godard  by  votes  of  the  directors  in  December  last, 
apcordipg  to  deponent's  best  reccdiection. 

On  the  day  of  the  assignment  aforesaid,  by  vote  of  the  <firco* 
tors,  said  Lewis  Godard  was  permitted  to  take  irom  tbe  bank  five 
thousand  dollars  in  bills  of  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  JQrie  tail- 
road  company,  and  to  substitute  for  the  same  his  own  papn*  with 
gfiod  endorsers,  for  the  amount,  payable  ip  four  months  with  in- 
terest, &  FINCH. 

Sub^ribed  and  sworn  to»  before  roe»  this  31st  Am^  A.  D.  1888. 
A.  FELCH,  Bmk  CammUsimm. 
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(No.  5.) 
Lapeer  Bank — Affidavit  qf  Cashier. 

Baw  of  Lapjbbr,  ) 
JUorcA  13, 1838.  \ 

The  capital  stock  of  this  bank  is  fifty  thousand  doliara.  The 
books  of  subscription  were  opened  on  the  19th  day  of  October, 
A.:D.  1687.  At  that  time  the  whole  amount  was  subscribed,  and 
on  distribution  of  the  slock,  the  ten  per  cent  on  the  several  shares 
was  paid  in  specie.  Som^  of  the  subscribers  did  not  pay  in  their 
faU  amount,  but  others  overpaid,  so  that  the  ten  per  cent  on  the 
whole  stock  was  paid  in.  This  was  paid  in  as  the  property  of 
the  bank^but  a  part  was  withdrawn  by  the  subscribers  and  pail 
back  to  them.  The  bank  went  into  operation  on  the  6th  or  8th 
of  December  last,  previous  to  which  time  the  full  amount  of 
tbhrty  per  cent  on  the  captal  stock  was  paid  in  ;  a  part  of  the 
amount  vras  in  gold  and  silver,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  was  ia 
specie  certificates,  issued  by  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank, 
at  Detroit,  ^fbere  was  but  one  specie  certificate,  and  the  amoost 
was  applied  on  different  subscriptions  of  stock.  The  certificate 
was  obtained  and  brought  forward  by  Aaron  Goodrich.  This 
certificate  was  in  the  I^nk  several  weeks,  and  was  finally  with** 
drawn  and  taken  away  by  said  Groodrich.  The  amount  of  tbd 
certificate  was  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  There  was  at  the  time 
the  bank  went  into  operation,  I  think,  less  than  one  thousand  del* 
lars.  The  certificate  was  taken  away  by  Goodrich  on  or 
about  the  12th  or  31st  day  of  January.  No  entry  of  the  certifi- 
cate on  the  books  of  the  bank  now  exhibited,  was  made ;  but  oh 
a  small  book  the  amount  of  checks  drawn  by  said  Goodrich  was 
made  and  entered,  but  I  eanoot  say  that  any  entry  of  the  certifi* 
cftle  was  then  made  by  me.  That  book  was  handed  over  to  the 
msent  cashier,  D.  S.  Cady,  and  I  have  not  seen  it  since  Mr. 
Oady  left  Lapeer.  I  think  no  entry  was  made  on  the  books,  and 
no  paper  or  draft  received  fi'om  said  Goodrich  when  he  received 
the  certificate  of  deposite.  Said  Goodrich  also,  at  diflferent  times, 
received  on  his  own  individual  check  the  bills  of  the  bank,  to  tiM 
amount  of  fiirty  thousand  doljars,  or  thereabouts,  for  vrhich  noth- 
ing had  been  received  by  the  bank  when  I  resigned  as  cadmr« 
He  had,  however,  a  small  bill  for  services,  &c.  against  the  bank^ 
amounting  to  a  sum  less  than  a  thou9and  dollars,  as  I  should  think. 
Said  Goodrich  was  a  director,  and  took  the  bills  for  the  purpose 
of  exebange.  While  cashier,  I  bought  some  gold  and  silver, 
which  went  into  the  bank— the  amount  was  small,  cannot  say 
bow  much*. 

1  was  cashier  from  the  commencement  of  operations  until  the 
IStfai  day  of  February  last,  and  Mr.  D.  S.  Cady  was  appointed 
cashier*    Mr.  Norman  Davison  Vfas  appointed  president  when  it 
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went  into  operation,  and  sold  iiis  atock  and  resigned  on  the  first 
day  of  February  last.    Mr.  J«  T»  Benedict  is  aow  president 

The  issues  of  the  bank  while  I  was  cashier,  amounted  to  sixty- 
four  or  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  including  bills  in  the  hands  of 
Aaron  Goodrich  and  H.H.  Brown  &  Ckk  of  Detroit,  for  exchange. 
The  anMunt  of  discounted  paper  wais  twenty  or  twenty-one  thou- 
sand dollars.    None  of  the  issues  were-destroyed. 

After  the  thirty  per  oent  was  paid  in,  there  waA  an  understand- 
ing that,  the  stockholders  might  draw  out  on  their  own  checks  to 
the  amount  of  their  capilal  paid  to,  in  the  bills  of  the  bank.  Ma* 
ny  of  them  did  io;  and  I  was  afterwards  directed  by  the  direel- 
ors  to  obtain  for  the  advance  to  them  their  notes  with  endcH'sers^ 
I  obtained  notes  covering  the  amount  of  such  advances,  with  to- 
cwrity«  These  notes  are  a  part  of  the  discounted  paper  above  omq* 
tioned. 

I  left  with  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.  tweotywfiv<e  hundmd  doliais  far 
which  I  was  to  draw  upon  btfn»  payable  in  couotr}*  funds*  While 
checking  I  drew  for.three  hundredand  seventy-five  ddlam  whk^ 
was  paid«  I  do  not  know  of  their  paying  any  thing  more  towards 
k.  I. have  drawn  several  drafts  since,  nnne  of  which,  so  far  at  i 
have  been  advised,  ere  yet  paid.  At  the  time  I  left  the  bank  ai 
cashier,  there  were  remaining  in  the  bank,  fai  sheets,  bdls  of  the 
bank  signed  by  Mr.  Davison  as  presideat,  and  inysetf  as  cashier, 
to  tlie  aiDount  of  about  ten  thousand  doHars,  or  thereabout,  ac- 
cording to  my  best  recoUectioo.  Most  of  them  were  oot  fitted 
ether  t^aa  by  signing. 

There-were  in  the  bank,  returned  from  ckculation,  when  I  ieft 

the  institution,  about  eiffht  or  nine  hundred  dollars  io  bills  of  the 

bank.    At  the  time  I  ktt  the  insUtulion,  the  resources  of  the  bank 

were  as  follows,  as  near  as  I  can  now  ascfertakv  va : 

Bills  disoounted,  f3aj»9d  W 

JSpeoie,  1,361  77 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co^  2,12S  00 

Aaron  Groodrioh  on  checks,  say  401,000  00 

■■      i< 

•64,210  77 

.  The  liabililieB  of  the  hank  wore  as  ioNows,  at  near  aa  I  cm  mm 

aaecrtain,  viz: 

Capital  stock  paid  in,  #15,000  00 

Circulation,  say  05,000  00 

Bxpeose  account,  say  1,000  00 

•8MHM>  00 
The  papers,  books,  notes,  <fec.  belonging  to  the  bank,  were  aU 
tiiiisferred  by  roe  to  the  present  cashier. 

A.  V.  HAET. 
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Satasoribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  18th  day  of  Mardh,  A* 

Jl  FEhCa,  Bank  Com 


<No.6.) 

Affidavit  of  Tetter,  and  lAst  of  Subsaibers  and  Stockholders. 

S(tatb  of  Miobicuji  , 
Lapeer  County. 
I^rsottatljr  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  a  Baidc  Commis* 
sioner  of  said  state,  Hiram  B.  Lyman,  wIk»  being  duly  sworn,  on 
oath  says,  that  he  is  teller  in  the  Bank  of  Lapeer,  to  which  station 
he  was  appointed  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  present  month,  at  which 
time  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office— J.  T.  Benedict  was 
the  president,  and  Dennis  S.  Cady,  cashier.  On  the  day  of  my 
appointment  as  teller,  the  president  and  cashier  both  left  Lapeer^ 
intending  to  go,  as- 1  understood  from  their  conrersation,  to  Jack- 
son county,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  funds  with  which  to 
redeem  the  bills  of  this  banky  expecting,  as  they  said,  to  return 
to  Lapeer  on  the  13d)  or  14th  instant  The  bank  Was  left  in  my 
charge. 

I  do  not  find  the  original  book  of  subscriptron  to  the  stock  6i 
the  bank«  The  annexed  is  a  true  list  of  tlie  stockholders,  and 
amount  held,  as  well  as  transfers,  as  exhibited  by  the  stock  ledger. 
There  i»  no  other  book  of  ^tock  account  in  the  bank,  and  no  list 
posted  up.  Tte  cashier  and  president,  and  also  myself,  are  di- 
rectors ;  the  others  I  do  not  know,  and  there  is  no  book  in  thtf 
bnnk  exhibiting  it*  There  is  no  book  showing  any  statement  of 
the  afiavrs  and  condition  of  the  bank. 

It  seems  from  the  books,  that  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  issued  to  the  amount  of 
twenty*twoi  tliousand  dollars.  No  other  issues  appear  by  the 
books  to  have  been  made.  The  books  show  the  capital  stock  to 
have  been  paid  in  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dolfaurs*  in 
specie.  Tms>«moaDt  appears  to  have  been  on  hand  on  the  se- 
cond of  January,  and  by  the  daily  entry,  to  have  remained  in 
bank  until  January  eighteenth.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  it  is 
slated  m  the  books,  as  •14,660  50 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th  January,  12,1T7  50 

10,008  50 
7,802  60 
7,802  50 
6,808  50 
5,017  00 
3,405  00 
I.250  00 
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18th 

do 

19th 

do 

38d 

do 

24th 

•  do 

SOlb 

do 

30th 

do 

31st 

do 
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On  Ibe  etetdng  of  the   Ist  Februarj,  l,90tf  00 

10th        do  1^300  0* 

After  Which  no  entry  of  specie  on  hand  b  made^  The  specie  now 
on  hand*  and  which  was  here  when  I  came  into  the  bank,  amounts 
to  twelve  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents.  The 
following  is  a  list  with  the  c  mount  of  bills  discounted,  as  appears 
by  the  books,  to  wit : 

No.  1.  Dec.  12,  1837,  B.  B.  Hutchinson,  A.  A.  t)wight  and  A. 
Hubbard,  90  days,  due  12-15  March,  amount,  $500  00;  inte- 
rest, #6  81 ;  proceeds,  $493  19. 
No.  2k  Dec  28,  1837,  E  F.  Towne,  A.  N.  Hart,  and  F.  Pettis, 
,  90  days,  28-31  March»  amount,  $1,$00;  interest,  #16  68 )  pro- 
.   oeeds,$993  32. 

No.  3.  Jan.  3,  1638,  O.  B.  Hart,  Dr.  Stebbins  and  Caleb  Car- 
penter, 90  days,  3-6  April,  amount,  $3,003 ;  interest,  $58  56 ; 
proceeds,  $2,949  44. 
No.  4.  Jan.  11,  1838,  A.  N.  Hart  secured  by  mortgage,  90  days^ 
1M4  April,  amount,  $3,195 ;  interest,  $56  9S  ;  proceeds,  $3,- 
138  12. 
Na  5.  Jan.  11. 1838,  Noah  H.  Hart.  N.  Patridge  andS.  Whee- 
ler, 90  days,  11-14  April,  amount,  $3,500 ;  interest,  $62  82; 
proceeds,  $3,437  38. 
No.  6.  Jan.  11,  1838,  S.  D.  McKeen,  6.  T.  Ball,  90  days,  11-14 
April,  amount,  $2,750 ;   interest,  $49  05 ;   proceeds,  $2,700 
95. 
No.  7.  R.  Brownson,  H.  B.  Lynn  and  N.  H.  Hart,  90  days,  II- 
14  April,  amount,  $3,195 ;  interest,  $56  98 ;  proceeds;  $3^1^ 
01. 
No.  8.  Jan.  11,  1838,  George  T.  Ball,  S.  D.  McKeen,  90  days, 
11-14  April,  amount,   $3,750;   interest,  $66  88;    proceeda^ 
$3,683  12. 

The  above  are  the  discounts  that  appear  by  the  books.  All  the 
discounted  paper  above  specified,  is  in  the  tmnk,  except  the  two 
first  above  mentioned.  I  do  not  know  where  those  notes  are ; 
have  never  seen  them. 

There  is  no  entry  upon  the  books  of  any  thing  in  tlie  hands  of 
H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.  nor  to  Aaron  Goodrich,  except  the  bank 
stock  sliares,  in  the  anoexed  list  I  have  exhibited  to  the  Com- 
missioners this  day,  all  the  books,  papers  and  effects  which  were 
in  the  bank  when  I  came  in,  and  all  which  are  in  my  charge  as 
teller. 

I  did  not  know  when  the  president  and  cashier  left,  that  any 
bills  of  the  bank  had  been  issued,  with  their  signatures.  No  such 
issues  appear  by  the  books  of  the  bank.  I  nave,  however,  seen 
and  have  redeemed  a  ten  dollar  bill,  of  this  bank,  under  their  sig- 
natures. 
At  the  time  the  cashier  left  be  gave  me  thirty  dMwrs,  in  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSfi  EMXUMENTS.  6t8 

bilb  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Sandstooe,  for  exchange.  I  ha?d 
tt^eecned  fifteen  dollars  of  the  bills  of  this  bank'— the  remaining 
fifteen,  I  have  now  in  the  bank. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  amount  actually  in  circulatkmt 
except  as  above  stated.  There  are  no  notes  of  the  bank  redeem- 
ed, and  now  oa  hand,  Excepting  the  fifteen  dollars  above  men- 
tioned. The  new  note,  signed  by  the  president  and  cashier,  and 
fedeemed  by  me,  is  dated  the  thirteenth  dav  of  February,  A.  D. 
1838. 

The  entries  of  cash  (specie)  above  mentioned,  are  in  a  book 
lettered  **  Blotter  No.  2,  bank  of  Lapeer,''  and  headed  at  the  com- 
mencement, **  Cash  book.**  I  have  seen  no  other  c^sh  book  be- 
longing to  the  bank,  nor  any  other  book  in  which  dther  the  pre- 
sident or  former  cashier  entered  items  of  that  kind. 

I  had  not  known  when  the  present  president  and  cashier  were 
sppomled  to  office ;  no^  whether  they  have  taken  an  oath,  or  gi- 
ven bonds  of  office.  Nothing  appears  in  reference  to  it,  by  any 
books  in  the  bank.  No  entry  is  made  relative  to  H  specie  depo- 
site  with  any  bank  or  bankii^  association,  nor  of  any  certificate  of 
specie  deposite,  in  any  of  the  books  of  the  bank.  I  have  seen  a 
bond  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier,  but  do  not  know  whether  it  was 
a  bond  of  office  or  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  of  the  bank. 

Tliere  appears  by  the  books  to  be  transferred  to  me,  by  Aaron 
Goodrich,  on  the  17th  February  last,  thirty-eight  shares  of  the 
capital  stock  of  said  bank.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with 
said  Goodrich,  relative  to  the  same,  or  the  purchase  thereoft  nor 
d!d  I  ever  authorize  any  person  to  conti^ct  for  the  tome  for  me* 
The  prefsent  cashier  first  informed  me  that  they  stood  in  my 
name,  and  wished  me  to  become  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bimk. 
Nothing  has  been  paid  or  ^ecdred  for  them  by  me^  i(nd  no  teqiiest 
of  payment,  ndr  has  any  thing  been  said  about  my  r^ponsibility 
for  the  same,  by  any  one  to  me. 

H.  B.  LYNN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  thb  Idth  ddy  of  March/ 
A.  D.  1838. 

A.  FELCH, 
Bank  Chmmii$ionef4 

1837. 
Dec  fti.  H.  H.  Harris,  (purchased)  from 

C.  Van  Tyne,  75  Wiares    #8,750  (Ht 

1838. 
Jan*  25.  H.  H.  Harris,         do  do 

L.  W.  Goodrich,  75     da       4,760  00 

H.  Hi  Harris,         dof  do 

L.  H.  Goodrich^  75      do       8,750  00 

78 
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150 


75 


F«b.  12.  J.  T.Beiiedi<st,(purcht8ed)  from 

B.  Goodrioh,  76      do 

J.  T.  Benedict,     •    do  do 

J.  B.  Morse* 
>  D.  8.  Cady,  do  do 

A.  Groodricby 
14.   D.  &Cadv,  do  do 

A.6oodricb, 
17.  H.  B.  Lynn,  do  do 

A.  Goodriefa^  \ 

1&  Sam'l  J.  Searl%       do  do 

Geo.  F.  Ball 
10.  Sami  J.  Searla,        do  do 

R.  Brownaotit 
Sam'l  J.  Searls,      do  do 

N.H.HoFt, 
Sam'l  J.  Searb,       do  do 

H.  HinmaD, 
Rufisell  R*  Beach,    do  do 

Bdos  Goodrioh, 


21 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


a      do 
12      do 


75      do 

JJH  of  stockholders^  ca^  Amount  of  Stock, 

Date.  NoiK^lpnf. 
1887, 

P^    4  Richard  ^rownson,  8 

Geo.  F.  B^ll,  5 

Normap  Oavidsop,.  38 

A^roa  Gpodrich,  76 
1838, 

J^'y  4,  Ai^ron  Goodrich,  (pqrchMed)  of  M- 

Goodrich,  75 

9.  Aaron   Goodrich,  (purchased)  of  A* 

N,  Hart,  75 
Frt^   1.  Aaron  Goocjrichy  (porcba4^)Qf  N. 

Davidson,  38 
1887, 

Dec    4.  Snos  Qoodriph,  75 

Eunice  Groodrich*  75 

Levi  H.  Goodrich,  76 

Levi  W.  Goodrich,  7Q 

Moses  Goodrich,  75    ' 

Reuben  Goodrich,  75 

Alvin  N.  Hart,  75 

Noah  H.  Hart,  8 

aiver  B.  Hart,  75 

Horace  HinmM,  IS 

Silas  D.  McKeeo,  5 


8,750  00 

250  00 

7,500  00 

8,800  00 

1,900  00 

860  00 

150  00 

400  00 

600  00 

3,760  00 


•150  08 

SM)  00 

1,900  Op 

3,800  09 


a,7W  00 

3,760  00 

^  1,900  00 

3,750  00 

3,750  00 

3,760  00 

3,750  00 

3,750  00 

3,750  00 

3,780  00 

400  00 

3,750  00 

600  00 

260  00 
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1837. 

N«. 

ofShm 

1. 

Dee.   4. 

Joaeph  B.  Morse, 

5 

350  00 

Theroo  Pixley, 

75 

3,750  00 

John  Tete&worth, 

75 

8,750  00 

Benjamin 

F.  Towne, 

23 

1,150  00 

Charles  Vantine, 

75 

3,750  00 

13. 

Geot^ge  Mayo. 

33 

1,150  00 

Ust  <(f  Tranters  of  Stock, 

^  1838. 

Transferred 

Feb.  19, 

« 

To  S.  J.  Searls, 

3 

18. 

<i 

do 

5 

1. 

« 

A.  Goodrich, 

38 

IS. 

<i 

D.  S.  Cady 

150 

14. 

u 

D.  S.  Cady, 

76 

17. 

u 

H.  P.  Lvnn, 

38 

13. 

M 

J.  T.  Benedict, 

75 

92. 

« 

R.  R.  Beach, 

75 

Jan.  25. 

U 

a  H.  Harris. 

75 

« 

do        do 

75 

4, 

M 

A.  Goodrich, 

75 

0. 

« 

do    do 

75 

Feb   19. 

« 

S.  J.  Sea  r    ' 

8 

31. 

U 

do    do 

12 

,    12. 

U 

J.  T.  Benedict, 

5 

1837. 

Dec.   13. 

U 

Georse  Mayo, 
H.H:  Harris, 

33 

1,150  00 

27. 

U 

75 

3,750  00 

(No.  7.) 
Affidainto/B.  F.  Toume. 

StMt  Om  MiCHlGAH,  ) 

TTiyiM  Cknmijf.      \  ^' 

Fettfomlly  appeared  before  the  under^'gnedf  a  Bank  Comoiis- 
akMer  6f  ^id  Mate,  Benjamin  F.  Towoe,  of  said  county  of  Wajme, 
who  being  duly  dworn,  on  oath  says,  that  he  was  one  of  the  ori- 
ginal subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer,  aari 
ttiat  the  books  of  subscription  to  the  sama  were  opened  some  time 
in  the  month  of  October  last  In  the  apportionment  of  the  said 
stook,  fwent^-lhfee  shares  were  assigned  to  this  deponent,  on 
which  he  paid  in  ten  per  cent  in  specie.  Alfin  N.  Hart  of  La* 
peer  was  tteasurer.  Deponent  does  not  know  whether  the 
anMttil  <tf  ten  per  oem  was  paid  fai  by  other  subscribers  or  not, 
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though  he  law  speeie  paid  by  some  of  them,  and  heard  said  Hart 
say  that  the  whole  amount  was  so  paid  in. 

Deponent  was  present  soon  after  the  election  of  the  first  direo- 
tors  of  said  bank«  and  was  informed  that  he  was  chosen  a  director 
and  attended  one  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors ;  at  that  meet- 
ing a  rote  was  passed  authorizing  deponent  to  sell  and  traotfer 
his  stock. 

Deponent  further  sayst  that  the  ten  per  cent  above  roentioDed, 
paid  in  on  his  capital  stock,  was  never  withdrawn  by  him.  At 
or  about  the  time  the  bank  went  into  operation,  deponent  let  said 
Hart,  who  was  then  cashier  of  said  bank,  hdve  a  certificate  of  the 
Measurer  of  the  United  States  for  one  hundred  dollars,  towards  a 
further  instalment  of  twenty-five  per  ceqt  on  his  stock,  which 
yfas  received  by  him  instead  of  specie.  Said  Hart  observed  that 
he  h^d  4)at  amount  left  with  him  in  specie  to  be  paid  for  land, 
^d  he  ^ould  pay  the  soecie  to  the  institution  and  use  the  certifi- 
cate for  the  purchase  of  the  lard.  For  the  balance  of  the  twenty 
per  cent  on  nis  stocl(,  deponent  gave  his  due  bill  payable  to  said 
Hart  on  demand,  in  specie.  The  due  bill  has  nbt  been  t^eo  up. 
Deponent  afterwards  advanced  to  the  bank,  speqie  to  the  amount 
of  nve  hundred  dollars,  or  thereabout,  which  was  received  at 
Detroit  by  Aaron  GkKxlrich,  and  deponent  wqs  afterwards  in- 
formed by  said  Hart  or  said  Goodrich,  ox  bv  both,  that  the  same 
y^as  paid  by  said  Goodrich  to  sai4  Hart.  Ihis  specie  was  never 
withdrawn  by  deponent. 

Not  long  after  the  bank  went  into  operation,  deponent  over- 
heard a  conve^rsation  between  said  Hart,  cashier  thereof  and 
^aron  Qoodricb»  one  of  the  direcv^rs,  relative  to  a  certificate  of 
specie  deposite.  Deponent  did  qpt  understand  that  it  belonged  to 
the  Bank  of  Lapeer ;  did  not  see  the  certificate  nor  learn  the 
amount,  but  did  understand  that  it  was  issued  by  the  Farmers' 
and  Mechanics'  bank  at  Detroit.  Deponent  never  applied  to  said 
last  mentioned  bank  for  such  oertificate,  and  never  negotiated  for, 
nor  did  he  obtain  the  s^m^  H^  knew  nothing  of  the  certificate 
liqtil  he  he^rd  of  it  at  Lapeer  in  the  aforesaid  conversation.  De- 
ponent understood  that  said  certificate  was  to  be  used  by  the 
Bank  of  Lapeer,  but  for  what  purpose  he  did  not  understand, 
and  does  not  know.  The  whole  conversation  above  mentioned 
was  not  distinctly  heard  by  deponent,  apd  be  is  unable  to  state 
further  on  the  subject ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  said  certifi- 
cate, . 

Deponent  obtained  from  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  some  time  after  it 
went  into  operation,  on  discounted  notes  or  checks,  the  turn  of 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  dollars,  about  forty 
dollars  of  which  was  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Michigan  at  tlie 
request  of  said  Hart  The^whole  amount  was  in  the  notes  of 
said  bank.    Deponent  gave  his  individual  notes  without  endor- 
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sen,  or  checks  for  said  sum.  He  afterwards  deposited  in  said 
bank  three  thousand  xiollars  Id  the  safety  fund  money  of  this  slate* 
This  was  in  February  last,  or  the  first  of  the  present  inonthu 
Deponent  took  a  certificate  of  deposite  for  the  same,  s%ned  by 
D.  S.  Gady,  cashier.  The  last  mentioned  sum  has  not  been 
withdrawn  from  said  bank.  The  amount  obtained  of  the  bank 
as  above  mentioned,  was  received  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  of 
the  cashier  thereof.  Deponent  has  never  to  his  knowledge,  re- 
ceived any  money  belonging  to  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  of  Aaroa 
Groodrich.  He  at  several  times  received  Lapeer  bills  of  said 
Goodrich  and  gave  him  other  money  for  the  same  at  the  time. 
He  also  received  some  of  the  same  bills  to  exchange,  and  after^ 
wards  paid  him  the  amount  exchanged  in  other  money. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  some  time  since  he  sold  all  bis 
stock  in  said  Bank  of  Lapeer  to  George  Mayo  of  the  city  of  De- 
troit, and  gave  him  a  transfer  or  assignment  of  the  same,  and  has 
now  no  interest  in  the  same.  Said  Mayo  was  to  take  up  depo- 
nent's security^  and  to  substitute  his  own  for  the  redemption  of  the 
paper,  of  the  bank,  but  he  has  not  yet  done  it 

On  or  about  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  present  month,  said  Aaron 
(Toodrich  came  to  deponent  and  requested  him  to  let  him  have 
some  money ;  said  he  was  going  to  Lapeer.  Deponent  gave  him 
several  hundred  dollars ;  Soes  not  recollect  the  amount.  Depo* 
nent  understood  that  said  Goodrich  wanted  the  money  to  re- 
deem the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer.  Said  Goodrich  did  not 
say  directly  that  he  intended  to  redeem  bills  of  said  bank  with  the 
money,  but  deponent  inferred  that  from  his  conversation  at  the 
time. 

B.  F.  TOWNE, 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  Marcb» 
A.  D.  1888. 

A.FELCH, 
B{mk  Commmumer^ 


(No.  8.) 

Eocchange  Bank  at  Shiawassee — Hasea  Bakei^s  Affidavit. 

State  of  Michioan,    ) 
County  of  Shiawassee^ ) 

Hosea  Baker  being  duly  swom«  on  oath  says,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Exchange 
bank  of  Shiawassee ;  that  said  bank  went  into  operation  unoer 
the  amendment  to  the  general  banking  law»  (so  called,^  on  or 
about  the  second  day  of  February  last ;  that  no  part  of  tne  capi- 
tal stock  of  said  institution  was  paid  in,  as  this  deponent  venly 
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hMett8t  and  no  Bp^e  helming  to  tht  bii&k  wtw  mm  bj  Mm ; 
that  DttVid  Root,  A«  Morehouse,  6.  W.  Clarke  Dr.  Oay,  John 
Pierfloti,  Simpson  Buck  and  Lemuel  Crawford,  neither  of  whom 
is  a  resident  of  said  countjr,  caifie  to  Shiawassee,  aa  they  nhi 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  baak.  They  said  thej  had 
brought  the  means  neoessary  to  establish  the  same,  and  solicited 
this  ^ponent  and  other  inhabitants  of  sak)  county,  to  subscribe, 
and  said  they  would  furnish  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  purpoee 
until  they  could  conveniently  obtain  it  This  deponent  gave  them 
a  note  of^  hand  payable  to  the  Exchange  bank,  in  specie,  in  thirty 
days  from  date,  for  the  thhty  per  cent  instalment  on  his  shares, 
which  note  was  afterwards*  and  since  the  individuals  above  men- 
tioned left  Shiawassee,  given  up  to  this  deponent  by  Mr.  Lemud 
Brown.  This  deponent  gave  security,  agreeably  to  law,  to  the 
amount  of  two  thousand  ddlars,  by  mortgage  on  real  estate.  Da^ 
ponent  at  the  time«  supposed  that  the  first  thirty  per  cent  was  ac* 
TuaHy  paid  in  by  the  above  ntentioned  iodividiials,  in  specie,  but 
has  since  examined  the  safe  and  premises  used  by  the  bank,  and 
now  believes  that  no  part  of  the  capital  stock  ttiereof  was  ever 
actually  so  paid  in« 

Deponent  further  says,  that  he  was  chosen  director  of  said  in* 
stitution  at  this  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders.  No  oath  was 
administered  to  this  deponent  as  dir^tor,  nor  have  any  offioial 
t>onds  been  given  or  any  oath  been  administered,  to  the  know«> 
ledffe  of  the  deponenti  to  any  officer,  agent  or  servant  of  the 
(yank. 

This  deponent  met  only  once  With  the  directors,  and  believes 
that  no  other  regular  meeting  was  held.  The  affairs  of  the  bank 
were  managed  almost  exclusively  by  A.  Morehouse,  president, 
and  6.  W.  Clark,  cashier*  together  with  the  other  individuals 
above  mentioned.  This  deponent  knew  very  little  of  the  trans- 
action, and  believes  that  the  same  is  true  as  to  the  other  di- 
rectors and  stockholders  who  reside  in  this  county. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  the  individuals  above  named  have 
all  left  the  county  of  Shiawassee.  That  he  was  present  when 
the  af&irs,  property  and  books  of  the  bank  were  exhibited  to  A. 
Felch,  one  of  tne  Bank  Commissioners  of  said  state  of  Michigan, 
on  the  nineteenth  iMtant ;  that  all  the  books,  property,  papers, 
and  effects  of  said  institution  were  then  exhibited,  so  far  as  this 
deponent  knows,  and  as  he  verily  believe)3. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  he  was  informed  by  said  Cfark, 
that  he,  Clark,  intended  to  become  a  resident  of  said  county  of 
Shiawassee,  and  that  he  so  considered  himself.  Said  MoreiKMise, 
also,  was  to  remain  here  as  a  resident'  while  he  Was  continued 
ptel^ident  of  the  bank. 

HOSEA  BAKER. 
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SofaMJiM  ftod  aworo  Uk  this  dial  day  of  Mafob»  A*  D.  ^igbh 
teen  huodf ed  tod  tbiriy-eigbt 

A.  FELCH, 
Bank  Commissiamnr  State  (/  MitUgmm 


(No-  D.) 

L*  Brown*9  Affidcmt. 

St4T9  of  Micbiqaii,   ^  g. 
C6ui«^  of  SMaumseef ) 

,  I^emii^l  Browq,  b^qg  duly  aworp*  oq  oath  says,  that  he  was 
QQQ  of  the  original  subicribera  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  £x*r 
change  bank  at  Shiawassee ;  that  said  bank  went  into  operatioa 
QQ.or  about  the  third  day  of  February  last ;  that  he  paid  pothiog 
at  that  time  or  before  towards  his  stock ;  and  that  no  specie  wa« 

Cid  in  or  possessed  by  the  bank»  to  his  knowledge ;  that  be  was, 
wever,  infornoed  by  John  Pierson,  the  treasurer,  that  they  had 
the  amount  of  specie  required  by  law,  for  the  benefit  of  the  in^ 
stitutioo,  and  would  not  require  any  from  the  stockholders  in  this 
OOUfUy  at  that  time.  No  specie  was  paid  in  by  any  stookholdert 
to  this  deponent's  knowled^  but  notes  payable  to  the  bapk  'm 
specie  wer^  given  by  five  individual  stockholders,  residi(\g  in  thin 
county,  for  the  thirty  per  cent  on  the  stock,  which  notesi  after  th^ 
president  and  cashier  left  the  county  of  Shiawassee,  came  into 
the  hands  of  this  deponent,  and  were  given  up  to  the  re&p^tive 
siffners  thereof.  They  were  signed  by  the  following  persons,  vi^ 
Hose^^  Baken  Aaron  Swan,  John  B.  Clark,  John  Smedley  and 
M.  Foster^  all  payable  in  thirty  days  from  date,  and  were  given 
at  the  time  the  institution  was  organized.  No  such  note  was  re- 
quired of  or  given  by  deponent. 

The  principal  actors  in  getting  up  and  carrying  on  the  institu- 
tion, were  D.  Root,  John  Fierson,  Simpson  Buck,  George  W. 
Clark,  A.  Morehouse,  Lemuel  Crawford  and  Stephen  B.  Gay,  all 
of  wlK>m  reside  out  of  the  county  of  Shiawassee. 

Deponent  was  chosen  a  director,  but  never  took  the  oath  of  of- 
fice, and  Im  no  knowledge  that  any  of  the  directors  or  other  offi- 
cers of  the  bank  ever  took  an  official  oath,  or  gave  bonds. 

Deponent  met  once  with  the  directors,  and  believes  that  was 
the  only  meeting  regularly  held  by  the  board.  At  that  meeting, 
A*  Morehouse  was  chosen  president  and  George  W.  Clark  cash- 
ier. The  bosioess  was  principally  conducted  b^  them,  and  this 
deponent  Knows  very  Ihtle  of  the  transections  of  the  institution. 

At  the  first  (and  only)  meeting  of  the  directcnrs  above  mentioii- 
edy  notes  of  the  bank  were  produced,  and  as  soon  a^  the  president 
and  cashier  were  chosen,  they  proceeded  to  execute  and  sigo  the 
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same.  This  deponent  cannot  tftate  the  amoant  s^nedt  but  eflch 
of  the  individuals  above  mentioned  took  a  portion  of  the  bifls  sd 
signed.  This  was  done  without  consulting  the  c'irectors  or  stock- 
holders who  reside  in  this  county,  and  the  apportioning  the  same 
among  themselves,  was  after  they  had  left  the  room.  This  depo- 
nent happened  to  return  to  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  appor- 
tionment, on  business,  as  the  room  was  at  that  time  used  by  him 
as  a  post-office.  Deponent  does  not  know  what  entries  were 
made  in  the  books,  or  paper  taken  for  the  same.  No  bills  were 
taken  by  any  resident  stockholder  or  director. 

Deponent  further  savs,  that  the  individuals  above  named  have 
all  left  the  county  of  Shiawassee.  That  he  saw  said  Morehooset 
Clark,  Pierson  and  Gay  at  Shiawassee  about  two  weeks  since, 
the  last  time  they  were  at  that  place.  That  he  obtained  the  key 
of  the  safe  containing  the  books,  papers  and  pik>perty  erf*  said 
bank,  from  said  Pierson,  at  Ann  Arbor,  between  one  and  two 
weeks  since,  and  still  retains  the  same. 

That  all  the  books,  papers,  property  and  effects  belonging  to 
said  bank  were  exhibited  to  A.  Felcb,  one  of  the  Bank  Com- 
missioners of  said  state,  on  the  19th  inst.,  excepting  the  notes  gi- 
veh  up  to  the  stockholders,  as  above  mentioned.  That  he  does 
not  know  the  amount  of  notes  of  said  bank  put  into  circulatioii, 
and  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  true  situation  of  said  insti- 
tution, other  than  aj  above  stated,  and  as  exhibited  by  the  books 
and  papers  aforesaid. 

L.  BROWN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  this  2l8t  day  'of  March,  Anno  Do- 
mini, 1888. 

A-  FELCH, 
Bank  Commisskmer. 


(No.  10.) 


Affidavit  of  Wm.  S.  SWvens^  reUxHve  io  the  Farmer^  and  Me- 
chanics^  Bank  cf  Pontiac. 

Detroit,  March  24,  1888. 
William  S.  Stevens,  president  of  the  Clinton  canal  bank  at 
Pontiac,  bein^  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says : 
that  the  specie  counted  in  said  bank  by  Alpheus  Felch,  Esq.,  the 
Bank  Commissioner,  was  the  bona  fide  propertr  of  said  banL 
That  of  this  sum  the  amount  of  twelve  thousana  was,  after  the 
examination  aforesaid,  loaned  to  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
bank  at  Pontiac*  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  G.  W.  Williams, 
cashier  of  said  bank,  who  borrowed  the  sun^  for  exU  bition  to  tbe 
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Cdfnmisiioneri.  Ttttt  tbe  key  of  the  inner  banking  room  WM,  kt 
the  huny  and  embarrassment  of  multiplied  engagements,  inad- 
vertently taken  away  by  him,  he  being  hurried  away  by  a  press* 
ing  engagement,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  deceiving  the  said 
Bank  Commissioner  in  regard  to  the  bank  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent. That  he  is  a  st(»ckholder  in  the  Bank  of  Oakland,  and  he 
has  been  well  informed,  and  believes,  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  specie  exhibited  to  the  Commissioner  by  the  said  bank  as  th^ 
property  of  said  bank  was  the  property  of  the  United  States,  d^ 
posited  in  said  bank  by  Charles  C.  Hascall,  the  receiver  of  pubKe 
moneys  at  Flint  river,  and  has,  since  its  examination  by  the  (km* 
misnoner,  been  withdrawn  from  said  bank  by  said  receiver. 
^  Sworn  and  subscribed  before  the  undersigned  Bank  Comonlv- 
•ioner,  this  24ih  day  of  March,  1838. 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 
Bank  Oanumssiotiet* 


(Na  11.) 


Clinton  Canal  Bank  and  Formerif  and  Mechaniea^  BarA  €f 

Pontiac* 

Affidaoit  of  D.  H.  Parker. 

StATB  of  MiCHlOAN,  ) 

County  of  Wayne.    J '^ 

David  H.  Parker,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  8ays»  that  be  WM 
at  Pontiac,  in  the  county  of  Oakland,  on  the  day  when  the  Clin- 
too  canal  bank  was  examined  by  A.  Felchi  one  of  ^e  &iDk  Con^ 
missioners  of  the  said  state,  on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of  March 
last  That  on  the  day  of  said  examinatbn,  B.  C.  Whittemore, 
teller  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac,  applied  to 
WSIiam  S.  Stevens,  president  of  the  Clinton  canal  bank,  to  lend 
him  specie  from  tbe  Clinton  canal  bank  for  the  purpose  of  exhtbi* 
ling  the  same  as  tbe  specie  of  the  Fanners'  and  Meohanios'  bank^ 
CD  the  examination  of  that  institution  by  the  Bank  CommiasioQe% 
wfaicb  examination  was  expected  the  next  monifaig.  Said  Whilr 
temore  remarked  that  unless  he  (Stevens)  lent  them  the  speoi% 
they  would  be  ruined,  or  words  to  that  eflect  This  applioatioa 
was  on  tbe  evening  after  the  examination  of  tbe  Clinton  conai 
bank  had  taken  place. 

William  S.  Stevens  left  Pontiac  for  Detroit  about  eleven  or 

twelve .o^cbck  on  the  same  night,  and  requested  deponent  lo  see 

to  the  specie  which  was  to  be  transferred  from  the  Cliaton  eand 

bask  for  the  above  mentioned  pnrpoae  to  the  Farmers'  and  Me* 

79 
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chaoics'  bank  of  Pontiaci  and  to  have  the  same  returned  After 
said  Stevens  left  Pontiac,  and  between  twelve  and  twoo'doi^  of 
the  same  night,  deponent  assisted  in  removing  twelve  thoosaad 
dollars  in  specie  from  the  vaults  of  said  Clinton  canal  bank  to  the 
said  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank.  'This  specie  was  removed 
by  deponent  and  H.  H.  Dunkby,  and  was  received  at  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  bank  by  said  Whittemore,  the  teller  thereof! 
It  remained  in  the  last  mentioned  bank  during  the  next  day,  which 
deponent  thinks  was  the  tenth  day  of  the  month,  and  on  the  next 
evening  was  removed  a^ain  to  the  vaults^ of  the  Clinton  canal 
bank.  George  W.  Williams,  the  casbiei  of  the  Farmers'  and 
Mechanics'  l^nk,  was  present  when  the  specie  was  taken  from 
said  bank  to  be  returned  to  the  Clinton  canal  bank. 

Deponent  understood  from  aH  parties,  that  the  specie  above 
mentioned  was  the  property  of  the  Clinton  canal  bank.  About 
the  time  the  Specie  was  taken  away,  said  Williams  said  "  that 
they  would  not  have  had  to  borrow  this  specie,  if  they  could  have 
had  their  own  specie  in ;  that  it  was  out  in  two  other  institution!, 
but  he  did  not  name  them.  Deponent  learnt  from  said  Williams 
that  the  specie  was  exhibited  to  the  Bank  Commissioners  while  in 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics  bank,  as  above  mentioned,  on  their 
examination  of  the  last  mentioned  institution. 

DAVID  H.  PARKER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  this  second  day  of  April» 
A.  D.  1838, 

A.  FELCH, 
Bank  Com.  rf  said  state. 


Afidamt  <f  R  J.  S.  Page,  in  relation  to  the  F^armenf  Bank  ef 

Genesee. 

Grand  Blanc,  March  15, 1838. 
R.  J.  S.  Page  being  duly  sworn  accordmg  to  law,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  is  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers^  bank  of  Genesee,  loca- 
ted in  the  village  of  Flint,  in  the  county  of  Grenesee ;  that  he  was 
appoiBted  cashier,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  in  the  place  of  R. 
M.'  Mcorrison.  The  bank  went  into  operation  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  his  appointment ;  that  the  bondsT  and  mortgages  had  been 
approved;  the  president  and  directors  were  appoint^.  Horace 
R.  Jerome  was  president.  The  notice  filed  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  and  published,  named  the  location  of  said  bank  as  at 
tbe  Flint  Rapids,  a  place  about  six  miles  distant,  the  intended  place 
of  residence  of  the  president  That  the  bank  never  went  into  ope- 
intion  at  that  place,  but  all  its  business  was  transacted  at  the  Flint 
viHage.    The  capital  stock  veas  one  hundred  thousand  doUara. 
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The  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  thereaboitts,  principaHjr 
in  silver,  was  in  the  bank  at  the  time  he  took  charge  of  the  bush* 
nesB  as  cashier.  This  sum  he  sent  to  Detroit  at  the  request  of 
Dclos  Davis,  one  of  the  stockholders,  to  meet  a  specie  certificate 
of  that  amount,  from  the  City  bank  of  Detroit,  which  had  been 
•ent  to  him  by  the  said  Davis.  The  certificate  was  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  notes  of  the  bank ;  that  he  does  not  know  whe- 
ther the  thirty  per  cent,  required  by  law  previous  to  the  bank  go- 
ing  into  operation,  was  or  was  not  paid  in ;  that  he,  the  said  cashier, 
was  made  a  director  when  appointed  cashier,  and  was  alone  at 
the  bank,  and  had  not  in  his  power  to  consult  the  directors  or  pre- 
sident in  regard  to  transmitting  the  specie  to  Detroit  to  meet  the 
certificate  aforesaid. 

That  if  the  aforesaid  thirty  per  cent  had  ever  been  paid  in,  it 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  bank  previously  to  his  taking  charge 
of  the  bank  as  cashier. 

That  Horace  R.  Jerome  was  appointed  by  the  applicants  un- 
der the  law  as  the  treasurer  of  the  bank.    That  he,  the  said  Pace, 
was  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  said  bank ;  that 
the  manner  in  which  he  paid  in  his  first  instalment  of  ten  per  cent 
was  as  follows :  He  received  from  the  treasurer  of  the  bank  a 
specie  receipt  for  9500  for  which  receipt  he  gave  his  note  for 
#500,  payable  to  the  cashier  of  the  Farmer's  bank  of  Grenesee,  in 
specie.    This  took  place  previously  to  his  subscribing  for  the 
stock.     When  he  subscribed  for  his  stock,  he  presented  to  said 
Jerome,  treasurer  of  the  bank,  the  said  receipt,  and  received  fit)m 
bim  the  ik>te  given  by  him  to  the  said  Page  as  aforesaid ;  that 
this  stock  was  taken  by  him,  the  said  Page,  at  the  request  of  the 
said  Jerome,  expressly  for  the  said  Jerome,  he  not  intending  to 
take  any  stock  on  his  own  account,  and  that  he  accordingly  trans* 
ferred  the  said  stock  to  the  said  Jerome  as  agreed  upon,  immedi- 
ately afterwards.    That  when  he  was  appointed  cashier,  the  said 
Jerome  transferred  to  him  one  hundred  shares  of  stock,  tipon 
which  no  per  centage  had  been  paid  in,  and  that  lie  gave  his  note 
for  fifteen  hiindred  dollars,  payable  to  the  cashier  of  the  said  bank, 
as  his  instalinent  of  thirty  per  cent  on  said  stock,  since  which  time 
he  has  taken  up  the  said  note  by  paying  into  the  bank  fifteen 
handred  dollars  in  the  notes  of  said  bank.    Stock  notes  of  a  simi-' 
hrr  character  were  given  in  at  the  same  time  in  the  same  man- 
ner, by  all  the  stocknoiders,  and  so  far  as  he  has  any  knowledge/ 
he  has  reason  to'  believe  that  the  receipts  to  the  stockhohiers  now 
in  the  bank,  from  H.  R,  Jerome  as  treasurer,  were  taken  for  the 
original  instalment  of  ten  per  cent  as  specie,  in  the  same  manner 
89  his  own  was  takeh  by  the  said  bank,  with  the  exclusion  of  the 
sum  of  filieen  hundred  dollars  or  thereabouts,  wMch  was  in  the 
bank  as  before  mentioned  in  specie.    Whether  this  was  paid  in  on 
the  stock  notes  or  not,  or  whether  it  came  into  the  bank  after^ 
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w«rd0,  lie  4qBa  oot  koow.  No  specie  was  paid  iate  the  btnk 
while  he  was  cashier,  except  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars  by  Albert 
Miller  of  Saginaw,  a  stockholder  and  director,  which  sum  was 
eDdorsed  on  his  stock  note  in  part  payment  of  the  same. 

A  few  days  since,  W.  W.  GHtt  of  Detroit,  transferred  to  hiai, 
the  said  Fap[o,  fifty  shares  of  stock,  on  which  nothing  whatever 
had  been  paid,  and  the  stock  note  of  the  said  Gitt  was  givea  up 
to  him. 

Forty  shares  were  likewise  transferred  to  him  by  E.  R.  Ew- 
iog  of  Fliot,  on  which  no  instalment  had  been  paid,  and  bis  stock 
note  was  likewise  surrendered  to  him,  the  said  Ewing. 

Oa  the  17ih  February  last,  at  a  re^^lar  meeting  S  the  stock- 
holders, agreeably  to  notice  given  according  to  law,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  choosing  directors  and  transacting  the  general  business  of 
the  bank,  he,  the  said  Page,  had  powers  of  attorney  covering  a 
majority  of  the  stock.  At  this  meeting  James  Cummings  was 
appointed  a  director  in  the  place  of  E.  R.  Ewing,  whose  place 
was  vacated  by  transfer  of  his  stock*  and  Peter  Stiles  in  the  place 
of  R.  J.  S.  Page  who  had  resigned  as  director.  That  he  took 
the  transfer  of  the  said  stock  at  the  request  and  solioitatioo  of  the 
said  Gitt  and  Ewiiw,  but  that  he  did  not  consider  the  transfer  a 
kml  one,  and  therefore  neither  entered  the  transfer  on  the  books 
of  the  bank  nor  gave  any  stock  note  of  his  own  for  the  said  shares. 
After  be  became  cashier  of  the  bankf  bank  bills  to  the  amount 
probably  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  dollars,  signed  by  H.  R.  Jerome 
as  president,  and  K.  M.  Morrison  as  cashier,  were  burnt  by  the 
said  Jerome,  after  having  been  redeemed  by  the  bank,  not  wiab- 
iag  to  have  bills  in  circulation  with  the  names  of  difibrent  caab- 
iers;  that  be  has  no  means  of  knowing  what  issues  of  notes  bear- 
ing the  signatures  of  Jerome  and  Morrison  were  put  in  circula- 
tion, t|iere  being  no  entries  on  any  book  of  th^  bank,  desgoating 
the  issues,  Tluit  since  he  has  been  cashier  be  has  signed  bills  Iq 
the  amount,  he  thinks^  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  tlKNisand  dol* 
lars.  Of  this  amount,  be  has  put  in  circulatloB  on  discounted  pa* 
per  of  others,  and  the  ordinary  expeoses  and  business  traosactiooi 
of  the  bank,  probably  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  Of  the  anaoupt 
signed  as  ailbresaid,  the  president,  Horace  R.  Jerome^  took  mto 
his  possession  about  fiily-four  thousand  dollars  exprewd^  for  ex- 
change purposes,  for  whiclt  he  left  a  note,  which  he  thinks  is  io 
the  hands  of  Delos  Davis  of  Detroit.  There  remains  in  the  bank 
redeemed  bills  to  the  amount  of  between  three  and  four  tbousaad 
dollars.  There  is  also  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  doUars  io  the 
Detroit  city  bank  redeemed  by  it  by  the  specie  deposited  tbere  u 
aforesaid.  The  balance  of  tbe  said  amount  ngoed  by  him  as 
aforesaid  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Delos  Davis  and  RuAis 
9rown,  Jr.  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  for  the  piurpose  of  exebaiijge^ 
those  persons  being  agents  for  the  bank.    That  be  knows  of  no 
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other  lodebtedoess  qT  the  benk  eicept  it  be  for  the  enmviiig  of  the 
bilh  and  the  service  of  the  officers.  Tb«t  at  two  difiereDt  timet 
certificatea  of  depoaite  were  given  by  the  bank  to  the  Exchange 
bank  at  Shiawassee.  The  first  was  in  the  name  of  David  Root» 
a  stockholder  of  said  bank,  and  at  the  same  time  a  receipt  was 
taken  of  him  to  cover  the  amount.  This  certificate  was  for  the 
sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars.  The  second  in  the  name  of 
Simpson  Buck,  also  a  stockholder  in  said  Exchange  bank*  for  the 
sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollara*  This  certificate  was  given  to 
Geo.  W.  Clark,  the  cashier  of  said  banki  and  at  tiie  same  time 
Simpson  Buck's  receipt  was  taken  covering  that  amount  The 
first  was  given  to  commence  the  operatk>n  of  the  said  Exchange 
bank  of  Shiawassee,  and  the  second  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
report  of  the  condition  of  said  bank.  The  first  certificate  was  gi« 
Ten  under  the  instruction  personally  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Buck,  a 
director  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Genesee.  The  second  by  writ- 
ten instructions  from  the  same  director.  No  entries  were  made 
of  these  transactions  in  any  book  of  the  bank. 

To  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  bank,  there  is  in  the  bank  dii- 
counted  paper  to  the  amount  of  between  six  and  eight,  thousand 
dollars,  as  he  thinks.  There  are  receipts  in  the  bank  given  by 
various  directors  and  stockholders  for  vorious  sums,  amounting 
to  probably  about  two  thousaod  dollars,  which  sums  were  taken 
by  them  ior  exchange  purposes.  Notes  for  the  amounts  taken  by 
Horace  R.  Jerome,  Deles  Davis  and  Rufus  Brown,  Jr.  were  gi- 
ven by  them  for  the  respective  amounts  received  by  them  for  ex- 
change purposes  as  aforesaid.  No  returns  have  been  made  of 
exchange  paper,  or  otherwise,  from  either  of  the  afotresaid  per- 
sons. The  notes  riven  as  aforesaid  by  Jerome,  Davis  and  Brown, 
were  left  by  mistake  in  Detroit. 

That  he  prepared  a  statement  early  in  January  of  the  afiSiira 
and  condition  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Genesee,  as  caslner,  in 
wMch  he  showed  an  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  specie 
on  hand.  This  was  made  up  of  certificates  of  deposites  as  fol- 
lows :  One  from  the  '*  Bank  of  Oakland,"  signed  by  Daniel  Le 
Roy,  president,  for  the  amount,  he  thinks,  of  ten  thousand  doHara; 
another  fi*om  the  Clinton  canal  bank  for  ten  thousand  dolbrs,  he 
thinks — this  last  was  signed  by  Wm.  S.  Stevens,  president 
These  certificates  were  l^ned  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a  state- 
ment to  be  made.  No  deposites  were  actually  made.  The  cer- 
tificates were  both  returned  on  the  same  day  .on  which  they  were 
received.  This  transaction  took  place,  and  the  statement  was 
made  up  at  Poqtiac,  where  he  went  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Je- 
rome was  with  him,  and  received  the  statement  and  took  it  him- 
self to  Detroit.  This  statement  was  signed  by  the  president  and 
cashier.  In  Detroit  the  president  supplied  a  deficiency  of  thirty 
thousand  doliars»  which  was  neoeasary  to  make  the  exhibit  of  ten 
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tbousaod  doilara,  (the  thirty  per  cent  necessary  to  be  paid  in.) 
The  statement  as  filed  with  the  Commissioner  mast  have  been 
sigoed  by  himself  alone ;  as  it  exhibits  thirty  thousand  dollars,  be- 
ing the  Kili  amount  necessary  as  aforesaid. 

He  also  prepared  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  da- 
ted the  first  of  February,  and  also  an  answer  to  the  interrogato- 
ries of  the  legislature.  The  statement  and  interrogatories  were 
based  upon  the  following  facts: 

The  specie  in  bank  and  personal  property  of  the  bank,  which 
was  considered  as  specie,  was  two  thousand  dollars.  Ten  thou- 
sand dollars  in  silver  was  brought  and  paid  into  the  bank  at  the 
time  by  Davis  and  Browne  (D^los  Davis  and  Rufus  Brown,  jr.,) 
from  Detroit.  Two  certificates  of  deposite,  one  of  five  thousand 
and  one  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  last  certificate  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  was  from  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of 
Detroit,  and  signed  by  Jno.  A.  Welles,  as  also  was  the  one  for 
five  thousand,  as  he  thinks.  The  specie  and  certificates  were 
there  for  four  or  five  days,  and  were  taken  away  again  by  Ae 
same  persons,  with  the  express  understanding  that  ti^y  were  ta- 
ken by  them  as  agents  for  the  bank.  That  he  went  in  with  Messrs. 
Davis  and  Brown  aforesaid,  to  Detroit,  and  there  signed  and  filled 
out  all  the  bills  mentioned  above  as  signed  by  him^  as  (Cashier  of 
the  Fanners'  bank  of  Genesee.  This  was  about  the  sixth  of 
February;  he  thinks  the  bills  were  all  dated  the  fourth  day  of 
January. 

The  deponent  further  states,  that  on  the  tenth  day  of  March, 
instant,  Delos  Davis,  a  stockholder  of  the  bank,  came  to  him  at 
the  bank  and  stated  that  the  Bank  Commissioners  would  probably 
be  there  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  and  that  he  had  on  the  way  ten 
thousand  dollars,  to  place  in  the  ^vaults  of  the  bank,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examination  by  the  Commissioners.  He  said  it  was  in 
eharge  of  Dr.  Scovel,  of  Detroit,  and  would  be  at  Grand  Blanc 
that  night,  (the  14th.)  That  he,  the  said  Page,  refused  to  receive 
it  unless  it  was  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  bank,  and  to  be  used 
for  its  business,  and  told  him  unless  it  could  be  so  considered  and 
used  he  must  take  it  away  again.  He,  Davis,  replied,  that  if  I 
thought  it  was  best  to  do  so,  it  should  be  done.  He,  Page,  tdd 
him  that  the  exhibition  of  this  money  would  give  an  increased 
currency  to  the  bills,  which,  under  the  ch*cumstances  and  condi- 
tion of  the  institution,  he  was  not  willing  to  countenance,  and 
should  not  receive  the  money  except  in  tt^  manner  as  above  sta- 
ted.   He  knows  nothing  further  ot  this  specie. 

He  further  states,  that  there  are  no  set  of  books  open  in  the 

bonk  and  never  have  been.     That  the  papers  are  in  the  bank  in 

.  ibe  charge  of  his  wife,  with  directions  to  give  the  key  of  the  bank 

to  the  Commissioners.    That  he  has  no  papers  with  him  here  to 

refer  to,  to  correct  his  recollection  in  r^ard  to  sums  and  dales, 
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but  tbftt  the  same  are  as  acoorate  as  his  recoliectioD  mm  enaUes 
him  to  preaeot. 

R.  J-  a  PAGE. 
Sworn  and  snhscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  undersigned  Bank 
Commissioner, 

K.  PRITCHETTE. 


(Na  12.) 

Bank  of  Lapeer-^Affidavit  of  JL  Goodrich. 

Goodrich,  March  14,  1838. 
Aaron  Goodrich,  a  director  and  stockholder  formerly  of  the 
Bank  of  Lapeer,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  was  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  stock  of 
said  bank ;  that  he,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  was  subscriber 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  shares,  which  was  reduced  in  the 
distribution  of  the  said  stock  to  the  number  of  seventy-six,  as  he 
thinks ;  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  payment  of  the  first  ten 

Cr  cent,  but  that  his  own  instalment  was  paid  in,  as  he  believes, 
ving  requested  ^another  to  do  so  for  him.  That  he  was  not  pre- 
sent when  the  appointment  of  directors  was  made,  but  was  pre^ 
sent  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  within  a  few  days  afterwards, 
when  he  was  informed  that  he  had  been  chosen  one  of  the  direc« 
tors.  At  that  meeting,  Norman  Davison,  Esq.,  was  elected  presi. 
dent,  and  Alvin  N.  Hart  was  elected  cashier.  That  he  does  not 
know  whether  the  thirty  per  cent  required  by  law,  previous  to 
going  into  operation,  was  or  was  not  paid  in ;  that  he  was  pre- 
sent probably  four  times  or  more,  at  subsequent  meetings  of  the 
board  of  directors ;  that  during  the  sittings  of  the  board  at  which 
be  was  present,  notes  were  laid  before  the  board  for  discount 
Exchan^^es  to  a  small  amount  were  made,  but  to  what  amount, 
be  does  not  know.  When  at  the  bank  on  one  occasion,  he  was 
given  to  understand  by  the  president,  cashier  and  B.  F.  Towne^ 
one  of  the  directors  present,  that  he  was  to  consider  himself  as 
agent  for  the  exchange  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  for 
other  funds ;  that  there  came  into  his  hands  at  different  times,  as 
a^ent  for  exchanges  and  loans  to  himself,  exceeding  the  sum  of 
tlurty  thousand  dollars ;  that  he  made  exchanges  to .  a  small 
amount,  and  passed  over  a  portion  which  he  received  for  ex- 
change purposes,  to  B.  F«  Towne,  one  of  the  directors,  who  was 
better  able  to  leave  home  for  such  purposes  than  himself.  At  one 
time,  he  passed  over  to  him  bills  of  said  bank  to  the  amount  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars.  He  has  receipts  from  Beni.  F.  Towne 
for  that  amount,  for  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  he  thinks  he 
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bBi  evidences  of  receipts  from  him  to  a  greater  amoant,  probaUjr 
to  the  amount  in  the  whole,  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  doHars ; 
that  he  drew  out  the  sums  he  received  for  exchanges  on  checks. 
He  thinks  that  when  he  paid  into  the  bank  exchai^  funds,  he 
received  the  like  amount  from  the  bank  in  its  own  mils,  and  (hat 
the  exchange  funds  paid  in  did  not  materially  affect  the  sums 
drawn  out  by  him  of  the  bills  of  said  bank  in  the  checks  afore- 
said ;  that  he  thinks  besides  the  sum  above  stated  handed  over  to 
B.  F.  Towne,  the  bank  has  his  note  for  five  thousand  dollars.  It 
has  also  other  evidences  of  debt  from  him  to  cover  the  remainder 
of  the  sums  which  came  into  his  hands  either  as  agent  or  on  loans : 
that  about  the  time  the  bank  went  into  operation,  he  heard  the 
cashier  sa^,  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars paid  in  ;  that  he  thinks  he  saw  four  or  five  thousand  dollan 
hi  gold,  about  the  time  of  the  subscribing  of  the  stock,  as  near  as 
he  could  judge,  not  having  counted  it,  which  he  .presumes  was 
the  specie  paid  in  on  the  subscription  of  the  first  ten  per  cent  of 
the  stock  of  said  bank ;  that  he  does  not  know  if  the  specie  was 
subsequently  withdrawn  by  the  stockholders  or  not ;  that  at  or 
about  the  time  of  the  paying  in  of  the  thirty  per  cent  on  the  capi- 
tal stock,  he  did  not  pay  in  any  gold  or  silver  on  his  stock,  but 
that  he  handed  to  the  cashier  about  that  time,  a  specie  certificate 
from  one  of  the  city  of  Detroit  banks,  to  the  amount  of  15  thousand 
dollars.  This  city  bank  was  the  Farmer^  and  Mechanic^  banL 
The  certificate  of  deposite  was  signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  cash- 
ier, payable,  he  thinks,  to  him  ;  tfuct  the  certificate  was  auHxHed 
by  a  check  drawn  by  him  on  said  bank  for  the  amount  of  the  said 
certificate  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars ;  that  the  certificate  and 
check  were  given  and  received  on  the  same  day ;  that  no  specie 
in  fact  was  deposited  in  said  bank  by  him,  on  which  the  certificate 
of  deposite  was  given  ;  that  the  specie  certificate  above  mentioned 
was  received  from  the  cashier  of  the  Lapeer  brink  by  him ;  whe- 
ther it  has  been  returned  to  the  bank  from  which  it  was  received 
in  Detroit,  he  cannot  say  ;  that  he  has  sold  his  stock  in  the  Lapeer 
bank,  and  ceased  to  be  a  director  of  said  institution  about  the  first 

5 art  of  the  month  of  January  last.  He  sold  his  slock  to  Samuel 
.  Searls,  and  H.  H.  Harris,  and  to  D.  S.  Cady,  the  present 
cashier.  He  transferred  his  stock  to  them  without  any  specific 
compensation,  except  an  understanding  that  he  should  have  a  sea- 
sonable time  to  pay  up  his  liabilities  to  the  bank ;  that  the  ma- 
jority of  the  stock  was  subscribed  tor  and  owned  by  himself  and 
his  mends,  for  whom  he  acted  as  agent. 

A.  GOODRICH. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  the  undersigned  Bank  Commis- 
sioner, this  fourteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  183d. 

K.  PRITCHETTR 
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(No.  3f.) 

Repoti  of  the  minority  committee  on  Printing,  on  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  act  creating  a  State  Printer. 

The  minority  of  the  oommRtee  on  printing,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred ^  A  bill  to  repeal  the  act  creating  the  office  of  state  prin- 
ter, and  prescribing  his  powers  and  duties^*^  rcspectruHy  report : 

That  having  had  the  subject  under  mature  consideration,  in  dl 
its  bearings,  they  can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  bill  should  pass, 
even  with  the  proposed  amendments. 

The  nrinority  of  your  committee  arrive  at  this  conclusion,  from 
the  consideration,  tluit  to  repeal  the  act  and  abofish  the  office  of 
state  printer^  would,  for  a  time  at  least,  pi^uce  general  confusion 
Aroughoat  our  legislative  pro(5eedings,  and  our  whole  system  of 
laws,  occasion  unnecessary  k^istetfon,  and  be  productive  of  no 
good  to  the  state.  And  they  are  not  aware  that  the  public  good 
requires  any  alteration  or  amendment  to  the  present  law. 

As  a  committee  of  the  Senate  hatre  had  this  subject  under  con- 
rideration,  and  have  reported  fully  and  ably  on  the  same,  the  itti- 
iiority  committee  cannot  better  express  their  views  than  by  refer- 
rii^  to  Senate  Report,  Na  1 1. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  S.  LlVERMORE, 

H.  SAUNDERS. 


80 
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(No.  37.) 

Report  of  the  minority  of  the  copunittoe  on  Wajrgand 

Meaiis. 

Tbe  uodersigned,  as  the  minorky  of  the  committee  on  wayt 
and  means,  to  whom  has  been  referred  Senate*  Bill  Na  2d|  pro- 
viding for  an  anticipation  of  the  several  instalments  of  the  five 
million  loan,  &a,  respectfully  reports : 

That  he  cannot  concur  in  opinion  with  the  majority  of  said 
committee,  in  reporting  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
virithout  amendment,  thQ  bill  rererred  to  them.  He  regards  the 
bill  in  question,  .as  in  substance,  providing  for  a  loan  of  the  inter* 
nal  improvement  fund,  to  such  banks  of  this  state  as  the  Auditor 
General  may  designate.  When  loaned  to  them,  he  conceives 
^t,  as  heretofore  customai-y  with  all  deposite  banks  entrusted 
with  the  keeping  of  the  public  revenue»  it  will  be  kept  mo  safely 
as  not  to  be  available  in  good  funds  to  the  state,  whenever  i^ca 
a  course  suits  the  interest  or  convenience  of  the  bank.  It  can 
only  be  taken  by  the  banks  from  motives  of  self-interest,  to  be 
employed  for  the  accommodation  of  their  customers  and  for  tbe 
profit  of  the  stockholders.  Such  deposites  give  a  fictitious  credit 
to  the  institutions  in  which  thev  s^re  placed,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  public,  and  tb^y  are  thereby  enabled  to  fiood  the  countiy 
with  their  bills.  This  will  be  accomplished  by  extending  their 
discounts  and  speculating  in  exchanges.  By  this  means  the  pub- 
lie  money  raised  and  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement, will  be  perverted  and  abused  to  the  uses  of  private 
banking.  It  will  be  absorbed  therein,  and  be  exposed  to  all  tbe 
jeopardv  caused  by  the  fluctuations  in  the  business  or  credit  of 
the  bauKS  to  which  it  is  loaned,  or  what  is  the  same  things  in 
which  it  is  deposited.  He  conceives  this  to  be  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  nature  and  efiects  of  the  bill  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee. For  what  else  does  it  propose  ?  If  the  instalments  of  the 
five  million  loan  are  anticipated,  as  provided  by  this  bill,  certainly 
it  is  to  be  by  giving  to  the  banks  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  d[ 
the  state  for  those  instalments,  in  exchange  for  Iheir  credit^  as  ex- 
hibited  in  their  promises  to  pay.  Although  disguised  in  die  bill, 
by  the  fiction  of^  borrowing  from  the  banks  money  upon  the  faith 
of  these  instalments  for  the  use  of  the  state,  it  is  nothing  else  but 
loaning  them  drafts  of  the  treasury  of  this  state,  upon  a  certain 
fund — these  instalments — in  exchange  for  their  notes  and  obliga- 
tions. In  fact,  then,  the  banks  will  obtain  from  the  state  the  use 
of  vast  sums  of  public  money,  upon  the  pledge  of  their  credit 
and  to  be  repaid  by  their  issues  of  paper.    It  cannot  be  pretended 
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in  the  pretsnt  state  of  oor  paper  earreocy*  and  of  the  banks  of 
the  stale»  that  the  amount  of  even  half  a  million  thus  obtained  by 
them  irom  the  treasury,  can  be  repaid  by  them  in  specie,  or  pa- 
per equivalent  to  specie.  It  must  assuredly  be  othei  wise.  The 
money  will  ail  be  needed  by  the  state  works,  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  already  made  and  to  be  made,  the  present  session 
of  the  l^slature,  within  the  present  year.  Much  of  it  is  needed 
at  once,  and  must  be  immediately  disbursed  by  the  banks.  It 
cannot  be  supposed,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  few  banks  of 
this  state  which  remain  solvent,  especially  of  the  city  banks, 
who  are  already  immensely  indebted  to  the  general  government, 
beyond  their  means  to  pay  for  former  deposites,  that  any  of 
these  institutions  can  pay  out  specie  or  increase  their  present 
circulation  convertible  on  demand  into  specie.  They  must  re- 
tort, to  sustain  the  monthly  demands  of  the  state  works  on  them 
for  the  anticipation  of  these  instalments,  to  issues  of  post  notes. 
It  is  more  than  probable,  to  increase  the  profits  of  the  bank,  that 
these  post  notes  will  be  made  payable  at  some  point  out  of  the 
state,  and  will  bear  no  interest. 

While  the  public  treasure  will  thus  be  absorbed  by  the  banks 
**  in  feir  business  transactions,"  as  it  is  sometimes  termed,  the  state 
will  be  flooded  with  their  irredeemable  paper  currency  in  the 
shape  of  post  notes.  If  such  is  the  result,  as  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  it  must  be,  he  cx>nceives  that  the  legislature  of  this 
state  wiH,  by  the  passa^  of  the  bill  in  question,  not  only  risk  the 
internal  improvement  fund,  but  will  countenance  a  shameful  abuse 
of  banking  privil^es  in  the  necessary  emission  bv  them  of  bank 
paper  not  convertible  on  demand  into  specie.  I'his  would  be  a 
serious  evil,  and  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  and  would  still  fur- 
ther deteriorate  the  credit  of  our  already  shattered  paper  cur- 
rency. 

It  cannot  be  urged  that  there  is  no  escape  from  this  resott  to 
the  banks  for  pecuniary  assistance  to  carry  on  our  works  of  in- 
ternal improvements.  There  is  no  such  pressing  or  unavoidable 
necessity.  The  state  treasury  can  safely  and  easily,  by  its  own 
operations,  anticipate  these  instalments  until  the  state  bank,  about 
to  be  created,  goes  into  operation. 

The  exigencies  of  the  case  may  be  met  without  having  re- 
course to  any  of  the  banks,  by  the  State  Treasurer  drawing  di- 
rectly on  the  funds  in  New  York  for  the  amount  of  all  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Auditor  General  for  money  due  from  the  treasury, 
on  account  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement ;  such  draUs 
bearing  interest  and  being  made  payable  on  the  1st  of  July,  the 
time  when  the  instalment  of  #250,000  will  fall  due.  The  insti- 
tution in  which  the  funds  of  tlie  state  for  the  purpose  of  internal 
improvement  are  placed,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  state  of  New 
York  ;  not  being  a  bank  of  discount  on  these  funds,  it  u  not  liable 
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10  be  aflbcted  by  aoy  suddeo  chai^  io  the  roomyedaffiun  of  the 
couQtry.  But  any  risk  of  that  oature  will  be  avoided,  by  auch  a 
measure  as  this,  because  the  drafUi  or  checks  would  be  preteirted 
for  paymeot  at  the  very  time  the  money  would  be  deposited.  The 
plan  is  simple,  safe  and  efGcacious.  It  divorces  the  operations  of 
the  treasury  from  all  dependence  on,  or  connection  with  deposite 
banks.  The  checks  drawn  by  the  Treasurer,  countersigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing  the  impress  of  the  seal  of  the 
treasury,  will  be  immediately  available  to  satisfy  the  demands 
upon  the  internal  improvement  fund  now  due,  and  such  as  wiB 
fall  due,  until  the  establishment  of  a  bank  under  the  direction  of 
the  state. 

It  may  be  objected  that  the  persons  to  whom  those  checks  wiR 
be  paid  will  pot  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  except  at  a  discount ; 
but  such  an  opinion  can  only  be  entertained  by  those  who  are  ig^ 
norant  of  the  nature  of  our  connections  with  the  state  of  New 
York,  It  is  well  known  that  Michigan  labors  under  a  heavj  in- 
debtedness to  that  state,  and  that  she  imports  from  the  east  a  large 
amount  of  merchandize,  Under  such  circumstances,  those  checks, 
drawn  on  a  certain  fund  payable  in  the  citv  of  New  York,  and 
sustained  by  the  faith  of  the  state,  will  be  better  than  any  bank 
notes  that  can  be  issued  in  this  state.  They  will  be  equivalent 
to  specie  or  the  best  eastern  funds,  and  they  will  be  eagerly  sought 
after  by  the  business  nien  of  Michigan.  This  important  public 
fundi  that  ought  sacredly  to  be  preserved  from  ail  risk  and  jeo- 
pardy, for  the  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  will  thus  be 
saved  from  the  grasp  of  banks,  and  from  being  absorbed  by  their 
operations.  It  will  be  directly  applied  to  its  proper  uses,  and  not 
exposed  to  any  risk,  which  wilt  be  the  case  it  deposited  with  any 
bank,  as  past  experience  has  proved,  both  in  the  history  of  the 
financial  operations  of  the  general  government  and  of  this  stale. 
The  nuiin  object  to  be  consulted,  is,  the  constant  avaUabUity  of 
the  public  treasure.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  it  will  be  ultimately 
secure  from  loss.  Such  is  most  probably  the  case  with  the  amoant 
now  in  deposite  in  the  State  Bank  of  Michigan  in  this  city ;  but 
that  amount  is  unavailable  at  present,  and  hence  arises  our  pre- 
sent embarrassments. 

The  public  works  should  not  be  exposed  to  any  hindrance  or 
delay  by  dependence  on  the  uncertain  credit  and  business  of  any 
Imnk  now  existing  in  this  state ;  ibr  immense  losses  must  be  occa- 
sioned by  such  delays. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  therefore  reports  against  the  bill  in  question. 

JONATHAN  CHASE. 
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(No.  38.) 

Report  of  the  committee  relative  to  abolishing  certain 
State  Offices. 

The  select  conunittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  to 
ioqaire  if  any,  and  what,  state  offices  may  be  abolished ;  if  any, 
and  what,  reduction  of  salaries,  and  other  retrenchments  may  be 
made,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  public  good  ahd  the  faithful 
administration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  state,  report : 

That  having  considered  the  same,  they  would  respectfully  re- 
commend, 

1st.  That  **  An  act  relative  to  the  state  geoldgical  survey  and 
repeafiog  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  a  geological  sur- 
vey of  the  state,'"  approved  March  22,  1838,  be  so  amended,  as 
that  the  annual  appropriation  therefor  be  reduced  to  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  appropriated  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 
two  thousand  dollars  to  the  State  Greologist,  one  thousand  dollars 
to  the  topographer,  and  one  thousand  dollars  for  their  contingent 
expenses,  and  that  all  other  offices  connected  with  the  geological 
department,  be  suspended  or  abolished. 

2nd.  That  section  thirty-seven  of  nn  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled **  An  act  to  regulate  banking  associations,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  December  30,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
be  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  but  one  Bank 
Commissioner,  and  that  his  salary  be  reduced  to  eight  hundred 
doiiars  per  annum. 

3rd.  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  reduced  to  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

4th.  That  so  much  of  the  act  respecting  the  Governor's  private 
seeretary  as  relates  to  his  saiarv  be  repealed,  and  an  allowance 
of  three  dollars  per  day  during  the  session  of  the  legislature,  be 
made  to  that  officer. 

5th.  That  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  the  state 
library,**  approved  March  21,  1887,  be  so  amended  as  to  reduce 
the  annual  appropriation  for  the  same,  to  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  committee,  believing,  that  we  are  legislating  for  a  peculiar 
crisis  in  odr  financial  affairs,  that  the  currency  of  our  state  is  so 
deranged  as  to  be  almost  unavailable  for  any  practical  purposes, 
thereby  rendering  the  people  unable  to  contribute  any  immediate 
aid  to  replenish  an  almost  exhausted  treasury,  and  believing,  that 
thooffh  science  may  be  advanced  and  fiiture  (benefits  accrue  from 
the  de^opment  of  our  geolo«;ical  resources,  yet,  as  no  immedi* 
ale  good  can  be  derived  by  a  mi^  moiety  of  cor  tax  pajring  po- 
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pulatiooy  from  a  cootiotiance  of  the  zoological  and  botanical  de- 
partments, and  the  collection  of  spec'mens  as  contemplated  in  the 
act  providing  for  a  geological  survey,  the  committee  thoi^t  it 
advisable  to  recommend  a  reduction  of  this  appropriation  to  the 
lowest  sum  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  works  commenc- 
ed  by  the  topographer,  and  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  sa* 
line  operations. 

This  reduction  will  not  onl^  subserve  the  present  interests  of 
the  state,  but  will,  the  committee  believe,  meet  the  ajpprobatioa 
of  the  people.  Hereafter,  when  from  a  r^d  system  of  economy, 
our  treasury  shall  be  replenished,  when  our  currency  shall  be  re* 
stored  to  a  sound  and  healthy  state,  when  happier  times  shall 
dawn  upon  us,  and  **  prosperity  shall  be  within  our  borders,*"  odier 
l«{islatuTes  can,  and  doubtless  will,  provide  for  the  development 
otallour  geological  resources;  but  at  the  present,  the  exigencies 
of  the  times  imperiously  demand  of  us,  so  to  husband  all  our 
means,  as  to  be  enabled  to  meet  all  necessary  demands  that  amy 
be  made  on  the  treasury. 

The  general  failure  of  the  banks  organized  under  the  general 
bankii^  law,  as  well  as  some  of  our  chartered  banks,  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  render  the  services  of  more  than 
one  Bank  Commissioner  unnecessary.  Although  a  part  of  the 
committee  were  of  the  opinion,  that  the  services  of  even  that  one, 
might  be  dispensed  with,  yet  to  be  prepared  for  any  evils  that 
might  arise  from  the  want  of  such  an  officer,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable to  recommend  the  retaining  of  one,  and  although  the  re- 
sponsibility of  that  one  will  be  increased,  yet,  as  his  duties  cannot 
be  arduous,  or  occupy  much  of  his  time,  eight  hundred  dollars  a 
year  will  remunerate  him  for  his  labors. 

The  duties  c^  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  cannot 
be  so  onerous,  but  that  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  will  prove 
an  ample  compensation  for  all  services  rendered. 

The  committee,  though  recognizing  no  claim  which  the  Grover- 
nor  could  have  for  compensation  for  the  services  of  a  private  se- 
cretary, yet,  as  the  services  of  such  an  officer  might  be  neceasary 
during  the  session  of  the  ledslature,  thought  a  per  diem  allowance 
preferable  to  an  annual  sabry. 

The  committee  are  fully  sustained  in  their  views  as  to  the 
compensation  to  the  Superintendent  ot*  Public  Instruction  and  the 
private  secretary  to  the  Grovemor,  in  a  report  made  to  the  last  le- 
gislature, by  an  honorable  senator  from  Wayne,  which  may  be 
found  in  Senate  Documents  for  18S6,  page  529. 

If  the  object  to  be  attained  in  the  gradual  enlargement  of  the 
state  library,  be  to  provide  such  books  only  as  will  be  useful  and 
necessary  to  the  various  officers  of  the  state  in  the  dischaiM  of 
their  official  duties,  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  will  auffioe ; 
bat  if  it  be  to  accumulate  a  fund  of  general  litoarature,  to  i 
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thttr  Mscnre  koan,  the  sum  already  appropriated  will  prove  in- 
•ufficieot 

A  bill  18  DOW  before  the  house,  reducui^  the  board  of  commis- 
siooers  for  internal  improvements  to  four  in  number.  The  com* 
mittee  believe  that  this  reduction,  while  it  will  diminish  expendi- 
tures in  the  form  of  salaries,  will  have  a  salutair  tendency  in  the 
promotion  of  economy  in  all  the  expenditures  of  that  department, 
and  while  four  commissioners  will  suffice  to  perform  all  the  duties 
incumbent  on  them,  the  ipdividual  responsibility  of  each  being  in- 
creased by  a  reduction  of  their  number,  will  prompt  to  a  more 
efficient  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Although  not  properly  coming  within  the  range  of  duties  as- 
signed the  committee,  yet  they  would  respectfully  suggest  the  pro* 
prietv  ofenactii^a  law  to  tn^nsfer  the  various  specimens  in  mi- 
neralogy, Eoolqgy  and  botany,  from  the  office  of  the  State  Gedo- 
gist  to  the  Regents  of  the  Univershy. 

NATHANIEL  HOWLAND, 
Chattinan* 
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(Na  39.) 

Report  of  the  Attorney  General  relative  to  the  Far- 
mers' and  Merchants'  Bank  of  St.  Joseph,  at  Cen- 
ter viile. 

3b  ihe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

In  obedience  to  the  resolutioo  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re* 
presentatives  of  the  thirteenth  of  February  last^  ^  recjuesting  tbi 
Attorney  General  of  this  state  to  transmit  to  the  legislature  bis 
opinion  as  to  the  corporate  existence  of  an  institution  purpoiting 
to  be  '  the  Fanners'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St.  Joseph^'  at  Ceo- 
terville,  whether  said  institution  is  amenable  to  the  provisions  of 
the  general  banking  law  of  this  state,  and  what  further  legislation 
(if  any)  is  required  to  afford  a  proper  remedy  to  the  billholdera 
and  creditors  of  said  institution,"  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report: 

The  history  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St  Jo- 
seph, at  Centerville,  or  as  it  has  been  familiarly  called  *^  the  nsd 
dog^  is  concisely  as  follows : 

The  notice  for  its  organization,  it  is  believed,  was  originally  or- 
dered to  be  published  by  some  of  the  citizens  of  St  Joseph  coun- 
ty, but  about  the  time  operations  were  to  be  commenced  a  ^^ 
noncter,"  who  had  already  acquired  considerable  experienoe  in 
the  science  of  banking,  and  who  then  controlled  a  manu&ctory  of 
the  most  approved  material  for  establishing  banks,  happened  to 
pass  that  way,  and  haviiu;  his  implements,  to  wit :  specie  certifi- 
cateSf  memorandum  chetM,  &c.  &lc  all  ready,  he  succeeded  in 
convincing  the  original  publishers  of  the  notice  so  fully  of  hb  sai- 
perior  shul  in  financiering^  that  the  whole  management  of  the 
concern  was  at  once  given  up  to  him,  and  thus  the  public  are  in- 
debted to  William  S.  Stevens  of  Detroit*  for  the  specimen  of 
^  better  currenctf*  afforded  by  the  bills  of  the  *'  Farmer^  and  ibr^ 
chants^  bahk^  at  CenterviUe.^ 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  enjB;ravines  were  executed 
and  at  first  designed  for  a  bank  at  the  village  of  St  Joseph,  in  the 
county  of  Berrien ;  but  for  some  reason  the  oriffbal  intention  of 
the  m'an^ng  **Jinancier^^  was  abandoned,  and  me  notes  or  bills 
of  the  "  ^rmere'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St  Joseph"  were  made 
to  hail  from  **  Centerville,"  by  the  impression  of  the  name  of  that 
village  in  red  mi  on  the  face  of  the  oills,  and  firom  this  circum- 
stance the  bank  derived  its  cognomen  of  *^  red  dog^  a  name  given 
to  it,  perhaps^  as  a  term  of  reproach  by  some  ot^r  ^^  eacp&riewxd 
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Jkmmiki/'  who  deemed  his  peeidisr  province  eneroaclMd  upeo  io 
tbe  '^getting  up^  of  4hi8  bmkt  from  tbe  fact  that  the  materieli 
used  were  not  manuitM^tured  at  the  usual  mint 

Unfortuiiatelj,  however»  for  this  scheme  of  fraud,  even  the 
ferms  of  law  were  not  obserTed  as  in  most  other  cases ;  tbe  usual 
oertticale  not  having  been  obtained  from  the  county  ofllcers  that 
tbe  managers  had  complied  with  tbe  preliminaries  required  by 
htWf  before  issuing  their  paper  promises^  the  legitimate  represent 
tative  of  their  ^  specie  certificate  boeieJ^  So  anxious  Was  this 
*^  eteperiencedimumneir^  to  exhibit  to  the  world  iiid  specimen  of  a 
bana  founded  entirely  Upon  the  ^  credit  system^^  and  capable  of 
m  indefinite  expansion,  without  the  fictitious  aid  of  a  siiiaile  dok 
lar  in  specie,  that  tbe  first  notice  which  the  pubKc  bad  dim  be** 
neVdent  intentions  tofiimish  a  circulating  medium  for  tbecrbene- 
£t|  was  the  presentaoon  of  the  notes  or  bills  of  ike  hatJk  in  pavw 
nent  of  .his  own  debts,  or  in  the  purchase  of  property,  for  the 
pOFfeee  of  ^  spectdation,'^ — tbe  milder  term  used  at  the  prsseat 
tone  to  designate  a  genteel  robbery. 

!  By  reference  to  an  official  letter  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  fltigb- 
laM,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  dated  March  5th,  1896^ 
it-will  be  perceived  that  although  the^  were  thirteen  importmt 
particulars  in  wtndi  the  managers  of  the  bank  (so  Called)  iMid 
violated  and  outraged  the  laws  under  which  they  pretended  to 
act,  yet  at  that  time  tbey  had  alrcfady  aflforded  community  a  *^ek^ 
e&bAng  medmm^  to  the  amount  of  nineteen  thousand  eufht  hoBh 
'4ked  anj  sixty  dollars,  the  greatest  part  of  which,  it  is  bieliev«d» 
had  been  drcniated  and  "*  palmed  off"  by  the  principal  ^^^fintm^ 


At  the  time  the  above  examination  was  made  by  Col.  Fitsgi&i 
raid,  no  certificate  had  been  obtained  by  the  operators  in  tbe  bank 
from  the  countv  officers,  and  the  law  had  been  so  entirely  disrev 
garded  and  violated,  that  it  was  deemed  impossible  to  sustain  any 
pKicasdiiiff  against  them  as  a  corporation,  and  no  bill  in  dtoj^cierf 
-was  tberMore  filed;  but  those  who  held  their  notes  were  advised 
to  proeeed  against  the  individuals  concerned^  in  order  to  oolleet 
the  amount  due  on  said  notes  or  bills. 

Subsequent  to  that  time^  however,  the  principal  ** financier/' 
^ilham  S.  Stevens,  made  another  effort  to  carry  into  eflbct  the 
object  (which  it  is  supposed)  he  had  originally  in  view,  iiamely» 
to  furnish  himself,  and  others  who  were  interested,  with  the  means 
of  carrying  on  their  speculalMns. 

.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  object,  a  new  selection  of  direetoia 
.and  officers  was  made,  and  a  new  organization  was  attempted 
under  the  amendment  to  the  general  banking  law,  approved  De- 
cember 30th,  1837.  But  at  this  time  also  tne  operators  werel  in 
too  ffreat  haste  to  get  their  bills  in  circulation,  to  take  the  course 
ttaned  out  t^  the  law,  for  instead  of  waiting  until  the  affimv  bad 
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beaiezamidedbj  a  Baiik  CkxninnKoaer,  aid  Us  ofirtifioate  lari 
been  ubCained^  at  is  required  by  the  16th  section  of  tfao  maou^ 
iiient  above  refernod  to,  the  directon,  kiicnedialely  upon  beiag 
<|tialifiod,  ONula  out  the  certificate  required  by  the  seFsath  aec- 
ttODi  (a  cof^  of  which  is  hereto  annesm!*)  and  fiied  the  aaoie  ki 
the  oflke  of  the  Secretary  of  Sufe  oo  the  IStfa  <taiy  of  Maidi, 
1838.  This  was  done  too  in  reckless  disregard  and  violatiOQ  ef 
every  essential  pre-requisite  of  the  ataiute  luder  ^vfaicb  they  |hvk 
lessed  to  be  acluig.  No  apecie  was  paid  iaand  poasessed  by  said 
banL  No  actaafcapital  was  providedt  (thengh  tl  is  aud  about 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars  in  specie  belonging  to  the  dintoa  ea^ 
ifeai  btofcy  left  Detroit  for  Centervifle,  mder  the  efaerge  of  Wiffiaa 
8»  SievenSy  but  was  returned,  in  a  few  days.) 

Nererthelesa,  they  were  teadv  to  issue  bills  onoe  more,  and  ae 
•doubt  fully  believed  that  they  had  taken  aU  the  neoeasarjineB^ 
aiferes,  such  as  the  puUicatioD  of  newspapo*  puffs,  notiees,  dEa  dsb 
ie^aaam  a  ready  reception  of  their  ^preewm$  P^fcr  frmmeM? 
thrown  forth  into  the  world  whh  a  fie  upon  their  very  &oe^  na 
Aey  purported  to  be  upon  a  bank,  which  nad,  in  trutlw  no  fagai 
existence,  and  which  never  possessed,  it  is  believed,  one  cent  ef 
real  capital,  and  which  had  nothing  toaustaiu  it  but  ibe  aub&ina» 
led  effrontery  and  fraud  of  its  principal  fonniera. 

By  refisrenoe  to  the  copy  of  a  bond  hereto  amexedy  firom  W3» 
liao)  8.  Stevens  to  Thomas  W.  liaagley,  it  will  be  aeen  tbnt 
Iheie  was  thrown  into  circulation  about  thirty  thousand  doliais^ 
4^ver  twenty^ooe  thousand  of  which,  went  tfaroofffa  the  henda  ef 
Stevens ;  it  is  hoped  that  this  is  the  extent  to  wtrich  the  publie 
were  defrauded,  although  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared^  that  the  wiMie 
circulation  has  not  yet  been  ascertainedi 

To  meet  this  circulstion,  there  is  the  bond  of  Stevens,  which 
has,  as  I  ans  informedi  been  sued  by  Laagley  $  some  assets  aal 
Yome  real  estate  securities^  the amountand  vahns  of  wMch, I haf« 
not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  even  some  ef  tfanae  aecorities^  aa  I 
MB  inforaaod,  were  obtained  by  aaid  Steven^  from  individuals 
not  connected  with  or  conoerned  in  the  bank,  in  conseqoence  ef 
false  representations. 

Soah  is  succinctly  the  bistory  ^  the  Fanners'  and  Meschants^ 
hank  of  St.  Joseph,  at  Oentervitie,  and  from  the  iaols  iHsdoaad>  I 
come  to  the  fallowing  eonolusions : 

IsC  That  the  bank  never  had  n  oorporate  existence. 

2d.  That  although  the  bank  nei^r  becaoae  a  corporatioiv  76t« 
as  those  engaged  in  ''gettmg  it  up,"  held  ont  to  the  public  diat 
their  proceedings  were  bad,  and  their  bills  and  notes  jsined,  in  no 
eoklanoe  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  4e  amend  an  act  entitled 
f«.  An  act  to  oi^ganise  and  regulate  banUnc  aasociatioDS,  and  finr 
other  purposes,''  they  are  >e8topc)ed  from  objectii^  that  lliej  an 
not  bound  by  its  provisions,  and  an  tfierefore  aaaenable  4o  nH  ite 
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piiwltto,  Mdttibte  i»  Ibeir  iodUMoal  cajMioitiesbuillie  cwder  wd 
to  the  full  extent  provided  by  that  act 

M.  To  meet  tbe  ciromnstances  of  this  case,  aod  proiride  the 
beal  pooeiUe  remedy  for  tboae  who  have  been  defrauded,  I  would 
res^pectfully  suggest  the  passage  of  a  law  providio^  first,  that  all 
pmoM  who  shall  withhold  any  securities  which  may  have  been 
execQied  in  this,  or  any  other  case  under  the  provision  of  the 
giawral  baoking  law,  from  any  peraon  or  officer  duly  a«|horJs^ 
to  demand  and  receive  the  same,  shall,  upon  cunvictko  Ihere^ 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeajoor,  and  shall  be  piunishabie 
by  fine  or  impriaonmentt  or  both,  at  the  diacietion  of  the  court* 
.  Seoomli^,  That  the  chancellor  should  be  authorized  to  apporot 
a  receiver  for  the  purpose  of  ta^ag  charge  of  tbe  property  and 
eSkekgf  and  ^  winding  up"  the  afiavs  of  \Sq  Farmers^  and  Mer<* 
cluuM^  baqk  of  iSt.  Joasph,  at  Oeaterville,  (so  called,)  which  t^ 
oahner  ahoold  po^sesa  all  tbe  power  and  authority,  and  be  subject 
to  the  same  liabilities  as  in  other  cases,  and  who  should  be  af^ 
poiolad  upoo  the  application  of  the  Attorney  General,  by  bUl  or 
patitian  to  be  filed  for  that  purpose* 

All  of  whkb  is  most  respectfuHy  submitted* 

R  MORBY, 
AUomey  General^  MuAigant 


DOCUMENTS. 
Copy  qf  Letter  qf  Thos.  FUzgercdd^  Bank  Commissioner^ 
Caiduxster,  Brcmck  Co^  March  5, 1^88. 

To  PaTBR  MORET,  Esq. 

Attorney  Oeneral  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

flir-^GMleaed,  1  traosmit  you  the  statement  of  William  Pq«i> 
leivprMideiit  of  the  Farmers'  aod  MerchaAta'  bank  of  St  Jotephb 
at  deoterville,  showing  the  eondUion  e£  that  bank,  on  tbe  9rd  iasL 
aad  atopported  by  his  affidavit,  b^  which  you  will  perceive  that 
Aejr  biifre  oot  Ms  doUar  its  sp^  m  hand ;  that  their  iadebtdl« 
neaa  it  %lfiM^  exelusive  of  their  eireulatioob  and  their  cuneulatkni, 

1  would  state  to  you,  officially,  that  on  the  3d  instant,  I  made 
a  ptfsooal  etaninatioa  of  that  institution*  with  the  aid  of  its  pre- 
mam^  (Ih^onlgr  officer  I  aaw,)  and  aseertaified  it  tobe  aa  unlaw* 
fU  and  oasafe  imtitfHioii,  for  Ihese  reasons,  to  wit : 
•  Isl*  6aU  bank  was  or^^ieed  and  went  into  opeFatioo  siaoe 
the  lOtb  of  January  last  witfaettt  complyiDg  with  the  fifth  seetioa 
of  the  gaaeral  baaking  law,  appr^ed  Daei^Dber  80,  IMT,  which 
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requires  thirty  per  cent  of  the  capital  stock  io  be  ptid  in»  in  spe* 
cie,  before  commencing  operatioiiw. 

3nd.  More  than  two-thirds  of  the  capHsi  stock  appeared  to  be 
owned  by  persons  who  are  not  residents  of  the  county*  where  saki 
bank  is  located  and  transacts  its  business. 

3d.  The  provisions  and  requirements  of  the  6th  sectioB  of  mhI 
law,  have  not  been  complied  with,  in  regard  to  the  securities. 

4tb.  The  requirements  of  the  7th  section  of  said  iaw^havenot 
been  complied  with.  "^ 

5th.  The  8th  section  of  saki  law  has  not  been  complied  with  by 
said  bank,  but  has  been  disregarded  in  every  particular. 

6th.  Although  no  part  of  said  capital  stock  was  pttkUn  apeciet 
as  required  by  law,  yet  the  bank  has  issued  and  put  mdrci^- 
tion,  1 19,860  of  its  notes,  as  money,  in  violation  or  the  thirteenth 
section  of  said  law,  which  limits  them,  in  their  issues  and  cireofah 
tion,  to  twice  and  a  half  of  its  capital  stock  tAen  paid  m  and  adU' 
a&f  poisessed. 

7ib.  No  certificate  was  obtained  from  a  Bank  CommisskMier^ 
as  required  by  the  16ih  section  ;  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  that  the 
oath  required  of  directcrs,  in  said  section,  or  the  txmds  or  securi- 
ties therein  named,  have  been  attended  ta 

8th.  The  large  amount  loaned  to  the  directors,  is  in  vidatioo 
of  the  24th  section  of  the  general  banking  law. 

dth.  The  whole  amount  of  notes  issued  by  said  bank  has  been 
since  the  10th  of  January  last,  and  without  any  endorsenoenl  by 
a  Bank  Commissioner,  in  direct  violation  of  the  forty-first  section 
of  said  law. 

10th.  The  amount  in  bills  of  other  banks  now  on  hand,  amount- 
ing, to  91,1  Id,  is  of  the  most  uncurrent  paper  in  the  state  at  pre- 
sent. 

11th.  The  only  evidence  of  the  debts  due  the  bank*  are  the  re* 
ceipts  of  sundry  individuals,  most  of  whom  appear  to  bednrectors, 
and  the  certificate  of  deposite  in  the  Clinton  canal  bank,  the  pre- 
sident of  which  is  among  the  principal  stockhoMers,  and  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  chief  nnanagers  of  this  institatk)n. 

12th.  No  securities  appear  to  have  been  filed  or  reoorded  in 
the  register's  office  of  St  Joseph  county,  nor  coukl  the  piesideut 
of  the  bank,  Mr.  Foster,  furnish  me  with  any  evidence  that  any 
securities  whatsoever  had  been  lawfully  executed  and  recofdad  as 
required  by  law. 

Idth.  I  consider  the  whole  operations  of  the  bank  sneh  as  to 
destroy  ail  further  claim  to  public  confidence,  and  that  the  hoiMr  of 
the  state  and  the  interests  of  the  public  knperioDsly  demand  that 
it  be  **wound  up"  in  the  shortest  pouStie  manner^  and  that  the 
people  be  put  upon  their  guard  a^nst  further  im|>osition. 

If  eith^  of  my  associates  are  ro  Detroit,  ]roQ  wiH  piea»  show 
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tbemthitlditentbst  the  sol^t  of  the  #15^000  certificate  oTlbe 
CliDtOD  canal  bank  may  receire  their  special  attention* 

I  would  have  waited  ibr  Mr.  Foster,  the  new  president  of  the, 
bank,  to  obtain  security  under  the  8th  section  of  the  general  bank- 
ing law»  as  he  promised  to  do  within  ten  days,  (if  possible.)  but  I 
am  of  opinion  that  they  will  not  give  security,  that  much  of  their 
notes  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  their  agents  for  exchange  and  other 
purposes,  and  that  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  have  time  to 
pass  it  off  and  defraud  the  public. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  FITZGERALD, 
•^  Bcmk  Commissioner^ 


\- 


(Copy.)   ^ 

State  of  Michigan, 
iSt.  Joseph  County. 
Wei  the  undersigned^  President,  Directors- and  StooUioktars»  do 
hereby  certify  that  an  assooiatiDB  has  been  formed  accordia^  to 
the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  organiae  and  r^^iMil 
banking  associations,"  approved  March  15th»  )837 ;  also*  an  ad 
ameBdatory  to  said  act,  approved  Dec.  80,  1897  \  and  thai  the 
capital  stock  of  such  association  is  fifty  thousand  doilar%  and 
that  said  bank  is  known  and  described  as  the  FarmersUnd  Mer** 
chants'  bank  of  St  Joseph,  located  at  Ceoterville  in  said  oomnty  i 
and  that  we  further  certify  that  we  have  complied  with  the  le^pH^ 
sitions  of  the  above  named  act.  Dated  at  Ceoterville^  Marai 
15th,  1838. 

THOS.  W.  LANGLEY, 
WM.  F.  MOSELY, 
DANIEL  HOGAN,- 
W-  S.  STEVENS.      . 
A.  C.  HUBBARD, 
JAMES  VAN  BUREN, 
WM.  B.  BROWN, 
ADAMS  WAKEMAN. 
FHed  March  32, 1888. 
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drtidef  of  £grtemmi  mtuk  and  emtMed  M$  fmHh  itm  if 
April,  A  JD.  1686,  b^mid  tettoem  William  &  Stwens^ihe 
€Ug  (fDUrait,  of  tie  first  part,  and  Thomai  W^  hsmgUif^of 
8t  Joseph  county^  Michigan^  of  the  second  pmif  wiinesseih: 

That  whereas,  the  said  Stevens  has  at  various  times  had  from 
the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St  Joseph  at  Centerviflb 
the  following  sums  of  monev :  One  sum  of  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  the  which  his,  the  said  Stevens,'  check  is 
now  on  file  amon^^  the  papers  of  said  bank ;  also,  the  sum  of  fbar 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  signed  and  delivered  to 
him  by  Wm.  Foster  and  A.   C.  Hubbard,  as  president    and 
cashier ;  also,  subsequently  and  lastly,  the  sum  of  eight  thousand 
dollars,  on  or  about  the  seventeenth  day  of  March ;  which  said 
last  mentioned  sum  was  signed  by  Thomas  W.  Langley,  as  pre- 
sident of  said  bank,  and' which  it  was  expressly  understood  was 
not  to  be  put  in  circulation  or  to  be  without  the  control  of  said 
Stevens— which  said  sums  above  mentioned  antount  to  the  sum 
of  815,740 ;  add  to  which  the  sums  following,  which  were  had 
from  the  said  bonk  by  the  foilo^idng  persons  t  To  Dsvid  H.  Bor- 
tsr  •1,000;  Lengley  Bruoe,  •1,500;  W.  W.  GSct,  •1,500; 
Messrs.  **  Johosoi^  Lowe  and  Davis,^  the  sum  of  •l,000N4oeH  le* 
inlher  the  sum  of  twenty  one  thousand  lliree  bimcbred  and  fcrtjr 
dollan^  which  has  been  had  from  said  insckntion  by  and  ihreiyi 
the  sakl  Stevens.    Now  the  said  Stevens  doth  hereby  bind.'  hksh 
ss)(  under  a  penalty  of  double  the  amount  so  out,  to  redeem  and 
psiv  kilo  Ae  said  bank  within  twenty  days  hereof  the  above  snms^ 
emer  in  bills  of  the  said  aforementionedf  bank,  or  in  cuneat  fiinds 
that  will  be  received  in  exchange  for  said  biHs,  when  the  said 
Stevens  shall  be  entitled,  or  the  owners  thereof,  to  take  up  the  fl&> 
curities  rendered  to  the  state  of  Michigan  in  conformity  to  law, 
and  which  wore  submitted  to  the  judges  who  examined  the  secu- 
rities of  said  bank.    It  is  also  fully  understood,  that  said  Stevens 
is  to  be  accredited  on  account  of  the  beforementioned  sums,  the 
sum  of  twcflve  hundred  and  fiAy  dollars,  the  same  having  been 
paid  to  the  oashier  for  the  dse  of  the  bank.    The  said  Wm.  S. 
Stevens  doth  elin^  hereby  bind  himself  to  pay  to  said  Langley,  a 
iiirther  sum  of  two  Aeiisatid  dollars,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
winding  up  the  concerns  of  said  bank,  and  on  the  payment  as 
aforementioned,  of  the  sums  aforementioned,  the  said  Langley  will 
give  to  said  Stevens  a  full  and  entire  release  of  responsibilities  on 
account  of  said  institution,  there  beins  in  addition  to  th6  foregoing 
sums,  seven  thousand  dollars  in  circulation,  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
bank  or  its  agents,  which  latter  sum  the  said  Langley  doth  as* 
sume  the  responsibilitv  and  collection  o(  according  to  agreement 
It  is  fully  and  perfectly  understood  by  and  between  the  said  Lang- 
ley and  Steevens,  that  when  the  said  Stevens  shall  have  paid  the 
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sums  aforementioned,  that  he  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  evidences 
ofifebt  given  to  the  bank  for  the  aforementioned  persona,  as  well 
as  all  securities  rendered ;  also,  a  certain  note  now  in  bank,  si^- 
ed  W.  S.  Stevens,  Thomas  W.  Langley  and  Daniel  Ho^n,  shall 
be  given  and  destroyed  by  the  signers  thereof.  It  is  furtfa^f 
agreed  by  and  between  said  Langley  and  Stevens^  that  the  lime 
shall  be  extended  from  twenty  to  sixty  days  for  the  rede^iptioo  of 
the  paper  aforementioned,  and  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  said    ^ 

(Signedt)       W.S.  STEVENS,         fc 
THOS.  W.  LANGLEY       v 
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(No.  40.) 

Report  of  the  ^Commissioners  of  Internal  Improve- 
.  '  ment.  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Clin- 

¥  9  y^^^  River. 

*«^       ,  J^y-  QpincB  OP  Intbrnal  Improvbmxht9  ) 

'        •         Detroit,  March  26rt,  1839.         J 

Jh  the  Speaker  qf  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  honorable  the 
House  of  Representatives,  a  special  report  of  the  Board  of  Inter- 
nal Iroproveoient. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

E.  H.  LOTHROP, 
Presideni. 


REPORT,  &c 
To  the  Hon.  the  Legislature  of  the  StaU  ofMdngan. 

The  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  entitled  ''  An  act  fin*  the 
regulation  of  internal  improvements,  and  for  the  appointmeat  of 
a  board  of  commissioners,''  would  respectfully  submit  the  fdlovr- 
ine  special  report : 

By  the  act  entitled  •*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
certain  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  other  purpooes," 
the  eastern  termination  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  was 
fixed  "  at  or  near  Mt  Clemens,  on  the  Clinton  river." 

The  Board  of  Internal  Improvement,  are  satisfied  that  the  be- 
nefits  to  be  detived  from  this  great  state  work  would  be  greatlv 
increased,  if  the  Clinton  river  (although  now  navigable  for  smaH 
craft)  should  be  so  improved  as  to  admit  a  free  passage  of  all  the 
vessels  which  commonly  navigate  our  lakes  and  rivers,  up  toMt 
Clemens,  or  so  as  to  permit  the  canal  boats  to  pass  down  said  ri- 
ver to  Belvidere,  and  there  meet  the  lake  navigation. 

And  in  order  to  obtain  such  ibformation,  as  would  enable  the 
board  to  determine  on  the  most  practicable  manner  oCconoecting 
the  Clinton  canal  with  the  navigable  waters  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  the 
Board,  in  September  last,  adopted  the  following  resolution : 

*"  Resolved,  That  the  Acting  Commissioner  on  the  Clinton  and 
Kalamazoo  canal  be  required  to  cause  a  survey  of  the  Clinton  ri- 
ver, from  the  eastern  termination  of  said  canal  to  Lake  St  Clair, 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  said  river  for  steamboat  navi- 
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fpsAo^'  Und  Ihe  construction  of  a  towing  path  along  its  banks/* 

&C. 

A  suryey  having  been  made  under  said  resolution,  it  will  be 
seen,  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  engineer,  marked  (A.)  and 
appended  to  this  report,  that  the  Clinton  river,  from  Mt  Clemens 
to  its  mouth,  is  susceptible  of  being  made  a  good  canal  at  the 
small  expense  of  637,915  75 — a  distance  of  five  miles  and  two 
chains. 

The  plan  of  fanprovements  proposed,  is  to  make  a  ^ood  tews* 
ing-path  along  the  north  bank,  and  cutting  across  several  of  ^he         ^|k 
short  bends  of  said  river.    This  plan  is  recommended  by  the  -       ^ 
board,  in  preference  to  making  a  ship  canal,  on  account  of  its  eco-  ^ 

Domy,  wl^le:at  the  same  time,  it  it  believed  it  will  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  commerce. 

The  board  would  repectfully  recommend  to  the  legislature, 
such  action  on  the  subject,  as  their  wisdom  shall  dictate. 

The  survey  and  estimate  for  a  ship  canal,  marked  (B.)  is  here- 
unto annexed. 

B.  H.  LOTHROP, 
RIX  ROBINSOI*, 
JAS-  a  HUNT, 
WM..A-  BURT, 
L.  B.  MIZNER, 
L.  S.  HUMPHREY. 


GhPVICB  09  IirTBRHAL  IltPROVBiaBIlT, 

Detfxnt,  March  26, 1839. 
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(A.)  :  , 

Detntkf  90th  March,  IBS9. 

To  Edwih  H.  Lothrop, 

Premdent0f  the  Board  of  Oanmilimamr^cf  hvimmal 
tmprmiement : 

In  conformity  to  youV  request,  I  herewith  transmit  to  yoii  ani 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  Improving  the^  Clinton  river,  from  Mt 
Clemens  to  the  mouth  of  said  river,  as  presented  to  your  honord* 
ble  board,  at  its  meeting  to-day,  viz: 
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*•  No.?  *•  81  " 
••  Jf<K4,  ••  81  •• 
"     2«Ou5,       ••     78      •• 


10 


1138S7B 
480S38 
30»)ft 


lSi6»      80413    0107 


CoDtiog«Dcin,  ten  per  cent^ 
Aggregate  eort. 


90 


fSMionr 

M46  80 


$87910  7S 


The  above  eslitnales  torminate  at  a  point  distant  63  chains  east 
of  the  tefmtnntioh  of  the  <^ut,  across  the  plat  of  Belvideie,  and  do 
not  embmc^  the  elipense  of  excavating  a  channel  through  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

RtepeotfuRy  submitted, 

ERASTUS  KURD. 


(B^ 


Detroit,  25th  March,  18S9. 
To  James  B.  Hunt, 

Jjdting  CcmmMoner  on  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo 
Canal. 

Bat^hk  aompUftAfie  to  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit  an  es- 
timate of  the  cost  of  improving  the  Clinton  river,  between  Mount 
Clemens  and  its  mouth,  by  deepening  the  channel  and  cutting 
across  the  bends,  with  a  canal  oi  100  feet  width  of  bottom,  and 
12  feet  depth  of  water,  viz  : 
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M  ..       1^ 

u  "       S. 
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tt  **       3, 

a  u         4 
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81 
81 
81 
81 
84 


219669 

06564 
159619 

71446 
171855^ 

9963012 
165558125 

67169  12 

92787  25 


•53167  25 
11586  48 
38153  00 

8573  25 
42963  75 
11979  96 
41389  50 

8060  28 
23196  75 


#234  90  91146  00 
480  00 

M32  00 


966139  73 

4«ms2 

ft^71 

608Sltl 
28196  73 


11904831     928859049 


408eh'i. 
Aggirtgite  «oft  0^5  8>80niki, 

R^ipectfiilly  ittbauttedt 


9714  00  99578  00  9241883  49 
24188  21 


9266070  74 


BRASTUS  HUBD, 
Efigimifsr. 
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(No.  41.) 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  to  investigate  the  ac- 
counts of  Benjamin  Porter^  State  Prison  Commis- 
sioner. 

The  special  oommittee  appointed  to  investigate  the  accounts  of 
Ben}.  Porter,  acting  Connmissioner  of  the  state  penitentiary,  ask 
leave  to  report : 

That  a  majority  of  said  committee  haVe  proceeded  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Jackson,  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  af<* 
If  r  examining  the  accounts  of  said  Commissioner,  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  interest  of  the  state  demands  a  re-organiza- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  that  some  suitable  per- 
son bc^  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  villa^  of  Jackson  to  audit 
and'  settle  the  accounts  of  said  Commissioner.  The  committee 
have  likewise  taken  an  *  stimale  of  work  done,  the  materials  on 
h.mJ,  and  from  data  in  their  possession,  will  be  enabled  in  a  short 
time,  to  give  their  views  as  to  the  probable  amount  of  appropri- 
ation it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  state  to  make  the  eBsuing 
seaaon. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
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(No.  4?0 

Report  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  in  relation  to  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations  to  John  S.  Bagg,  State  Printer* 

REPORT  OF  THE  MAJORITY. 

The  committee  oo  printings  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  John  S.  Bagg,  state  printer,  &c.»  with 
an  amendment  by  the  Senate,  through  their  chairman  respectfuUy 
report: 

That  having  endeavored  to  ^ive  the  subject  an  impartial  and 
thorough,  investigaiion,  in  whicTi  numerous  witnesses  and  affida- 
vits have  been  examined,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion*  that« 
in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
ought  not  io  be  concurred  in  by  this  House,  and  that  the  sweep* 
ing  pro))osition  of  that  amendment,  to  strike  twenty  per  cent  from 
the  whole  bill,  would  do  great  injustice  to  the  Jtate  Printer. 

Among  the  witnesses  and  affidavits  examined  by  your  com- 
mittee, are  all  the  principal  printers  and  book-binders  in  ihe  city. 
Relative  to  the  printing,  there  was  but  little,  if  any,  discrepancy 
in  the  testimony.  They  concurred  in  stating  that  the  prices 
charged  for  press  work  and  composition  are  in  accordance  with 
the  established  and  customary  prices  for  such  work  in  this  city, 
and  no  more  than  a  reasonable  compensation. 

Mr.  Bagg^s  prices  for  binding  were  sustained  by  the  affidavits 
of  the  foreman  and  workmen  in  his  bindery,  by  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Burger,  a  gentleman  who  has  for  many  years  carried  on  the 
business  of  binding,  and  by  the  statements  of  other  respectable 

fentlemen  acquainted  with  the  business.  Their  opinions  were 
ased  upon  a  knowledge  of  the  cost  of  materials,  expense  of  la- 
bor, and  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  same,  ana  concur  in 
opinion  that,  all  things  considered,  the  prices  were  as  low  as  could 
be  afforded  and  make  a  reasonable  profit  There  were  other  gen- 
tlemen examined  as  witnesses,  no  doubt  of  equal  respectability, 
who  are  or  have  formerlv  been  book-bindera,  who  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  particularly  relative  to  the  binding  of  the  revised 
statutes.  It  was  the  belief  of  these  gentlemen,  that  the  charges 
for  that  work,  (viz :  $1  25  per  volume,)  were  too  hi^h — that  it 
could  have  been  afforded  for  from  80  cents  to  91  00  per  volume 
— and  one  witness  said  that  he  had  proposed  to  do  the  work  for 
60  per  volume. 

In  consequence,  therefore,  of  the  discrepancy  in  the  testimony 
relative  to  the  binding  of  the  revised  statutes^  your  comaiittee  * 
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are  of  opinion  that  some  deduction  should  be  made  from  that 
item. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Mr.  Ba^,  to  state,  that  from  an  examina- 
tion of  his  original  bills  for  paper,  ft  appears  that  he  has  by  mis- 
take done  himself  injustice  in  his  charge  for  that  article,  and  that 
instead  of  making  a  profit  of  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  as  it  was  in 
testimony  that  he  ought  to  beallowed,  he  has,  in  fact,  charged 
very  little,  if  any,  more  than  cost  and  charges.  Your  commit]ee» 
therefore,  would  not  propose  so  much  deduction  from  the  item  of 
binding  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done.  They  would,  there- 
fore, recommend  a  deduction  of  twi  />«r  cent  from  the  amoont  for 
binding  the  revised  statutes,  and  to  amend  the  amendmeDt  of  the 
Senate  accordingly. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  S.  LIVERMORE, 

Chainmm. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY. 
The  minority  of  the  oonuaittee  on  printing,  to  whom  was  ie> 
forred  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  State  Printer,  widi 
ap  amendment  thereto  by  the  Senate,  respectfully  reoommeod  a 
Qoncurrence  with  the  amendment  of  the  Seoato. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  testimony  elicited  both 
from  the  state  printer  and  from  practical  printers  and  bool^biiMt 
era,  residents  of  this  city,  the  minority  are  of  opimon,  that 
75  cents  per  volume,  for  binding  of  tlie  Revised  Statutes* 
fiO    do  do       for  biadiog  of  the  Journals  and  Docuoimits 

of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
25  cents  per  volume,  for  binding  of  the  Session  Laws  of  1B88, 
5  dollars  per  ream  for  the  paper  for  the  Revised  Statutes* 
4^  do  do  do    for  the  Session  Laws  of  1838, 

4    do  do    for  all  other  pap^r  charged  in  the  bill  of  the 

State  Printer,  is  all  that  he  is  entitled  to  in  justice,  for  those 
items  in  his  bill.  The  following  statement  will  exhibit  the  dii- 
ferenoe  betweea  the  charges  of  the  State  Printor  and  what  the 
minority  of  the  comouttee  are  of  the  opinioD  should  be  aUowod 
hwu 


Bkkdmg  7,000  ReriMd  Statntw,              9S^oi 

1,300  Joarnal*  nd  DocoiMts,        780  00 

3,37$  SlfflsioQ  Uws  of  1838.          1,125  00 

75     do       do    1838,  (in  calf;)     93  75 

AUowad. 

$5,950  00 

650  00 

843  75 

50  S9 

DiffVr«DC9. 

$»,500  00 
UDOO 
9aiS5 
S7  50 

810  imjm  ptpei;                                  ti,860  00 
136  NanM  paper,                                          680  00 

H050  00 
643  50 
544  00 

fsiooo 

143  00 

nsoo 

— ^    1,08000 

Mftking  •  diflWenee  9tt  Madiog  aad  jtesp^r,  of 
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If  the  piindiig  ci  the  Revised  Statutee  and  the  fleerioa  Laws 
of  1888,  be  reduced  to  62^  eenU  per  1000  m's  aod  per  token,  a . 
further  deduction  of  9721  12  must  be  made,  making  in  the  whole, 
to  be  deducted  oo  priotiog,  binding  and  paper,  the  sum  of  #5,* 
740  87. 

To  present  in  full,  all  of  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee^ 
wottM  fiur  exceed  the  limits  the  minority  of  the  coouiiittee  think 
it  necessary  to  give  to  this  report ;  they  will,  therefore,  eoDfiaa 
themselves  to  an  abstract  of  the  most  essential  parts.  The  testi- 
Diooy  of  Messrs.  Aymar,  Shaw  and  Rood,  all  practical  book* 
binders,  acquainted  with  the  cost  of  stock  and  labor,  and  eompe* 
tent  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  same,  oooclusivdy  proved,  that 
the  actual  cost  of  labor  and  stock  in  the  binding  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  could  not  exceed  forty-five  cents  per  volume.  Mr*  Rood 
gave  to  the  committee  a  statement  specifying  the  several  items  of 
stock  and  labor,  with  their  cost,  for  the  binding  of  such  a  work, 
which  did  not  exceed  that  sum.  Mr.  Shaw  testified,  that  he  as- 
sisted in  bindbg  the  Revised  Statutes  of  New  York,  and  that  the 
oust  of  binding  the  same,  was  to  the  state,  75  cents  per  volume; 
that  the  Statutes  of  New  York  were  larger  than  those  of  thk 
state,  and  bound  in  calf,  while  those  of  this  state  were  bound  ill 
sheep.  That  it  wouM  cost  14  cents  more  per  volume  to  bind  m- 
calf  than  in  sheep. 

Messrs.  Ayinar  and  Shaw  both  testified,  that  the  charge  for 
binding  a  work  similar  to  the  Revised  Statutes,  in  Albiuiy  or 
New  York,  would  not  exoeed  fifty  cents  per  vdume,  and  that  an 
advance  of  twenty*five  or  thirty  cents  per  vcJuroe,  would  abun* 
dantly  remunerate  for  all  diflerenoe  of  cost  between  these  cities 
and  this  place.  Mr.  Rood  testified,  that  he  made  proposals  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  do  the  binding  of  the  Revised  Statutes  for 
sixtv  cents  per  volume*  Messrs.  Aymar,  Shaw  and  Whitney, 
dealers  in  paper,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  price  of  the  same 
in  this  place,  during  the  past  year,  testifieil,  that  five  dollars  per 
ream,  for  the  paper  for  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  four  dollars  and 
four  and  a  half  dollars  per  ream  for  the  paper  for  the  Journals 
and  Session  Laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  was  all 
that  the  same  were  worth  in  this  city.  The  State  Printer  himself 
admitted,  that  the  paper  for  the  Revised  Statutes  cost  but  four 
dollars  per  ream,  at  the  mills.  The  minority  of  the  committee 
have  beiwi  informed  from  a  source  well  entitled  to  their  credence, 
that  the  cost  of  transportation  of  paper  similar  to  that  used  in  the 
Revised  Statutes,  is  from  three  to  four  shillings  per  ream,  allowii^ 
the  latter  sum,  five  dollars  per  ream,  will,  according  to  the  State 
Printer's  own  admission,  afford  a  profit  of  fifty  cents  per  ream, 
which,  if  the  quantity  used,  and  that  a  profit  is  made  in  the 
printing  and  binding  of  the  same,  are  taken  into  consideration, 
affords  to  the  State  Printer  a  large  profit    The  minority  of  the 
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oomoiittee  cannot  pass  uoooticed  one  very  iiogolar  item,  exhibited 
by  the  State  Printer  in  evidence^  to  sustain  his  charges  for  paper» 
viz: 
''Discount  on  loss  of  exchange  on  Michigan  money,  at  twentjr 

Er  cent,  $996  14  cts  f  thus,  diarging  the  state  near  tljOOO  for 
»  of  exchange  of  money  in  the  payment  for  paper,  though  no 
evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that  this  money  was  received  from 
the  state,  or  if  received  from  the  state,  that  he  was  forced  to  re- 
ceive such  depreciated  money,  or  none. 

Mr.  Ladd,  the  foreman  in  the  printing  office  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
testified  that  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  thousand  ems  and  per 
token,  wouM  amply  remunerate  the  state  printer  for  the  printing 
of  the  Revised  Statutes  and  the  Session  Laws  of  1888.  Mr. 
Ladd  also  testified  that  under  the  territorial  government,  be  had 
done  printing  for  the  legislative  council,  that  his  charges  were  50 
cents  per  1000  ems  and  per  token,  anl  that  an  advance  of  25  per 
cent  on  those  prices,  would  suffice  to  make  up  all  tlie  difierence 
between  the  cost  of  printing  at  that  period  and  the  present  time. 
As  this  bill  will  doubtless  undergo  a  severe  scrn.iny  before  the 
House,  the  minority  of  the  committee  forbear  to  analyze  certain 
discrepancies  in  documents  exhibited  to  sustain  the  chan^  of  the 
state  printer.  In  conclusion,  they  would  say,  that  from  the  fore- 
going evidence,  and  much  ether  received  by  the  committee,  they 
are  inevitably  forced  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  concurrence  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  viz :  a  deduction  of  twenty  per  cent 
from  the  bill  of  the  state  printer,  while  it  will  be  bat  an  act  of  jua- 
tioe  to  the  people  whose  representatives  they  are,  will  at  the  same 
time,  leave  an  ample  compensation  to  the  state  printer  for  all  ser- 
vices rendered. 

N.  ROWLAND, 
JOHN  LOWRY, 
TRUE  P.  TUCKER. 


DOCUMENTS. 

Testimony  had  before  the  committee  on  printing  in  the  Hinue  of 
RepresentatixieSf  in  regard  to  the  account  of  John  S.  Bagg.for 
state  printings  ^.  in  addition  to  the  testimony  laid  before  the 
Senate. 

Verbal  testimony  before  the  oommitteet  taken  down  by  Mr.  Htrnf- 
com^  Clerk  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Shaw  says  he  is  a  practical  book-binder  and  printer ;  says 
that  the  Revised  Statutes  could  be  bound  at  about  80  cents  per 
vol. ;  that  would  afford  a  fair  profit.    A  book  of  the  same  kind» 
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bound  in  the  sanw  inaQiier»  would  be  worth  SQcents  in  Kew  York 
or  Aibeny.  The  pressing  of  the  sheets  is  no  port  of  the  binding* 
Thinks  that  an  edition  of  7,000  copies  could  be  got  up-^that  is, 
printing  materials  furnished,  and  bound  and  all  eomplele  for  about 
per  voUime.  Paper  such  as  is  in  the  Revised  Statutes  is 
worth  94  50  or  94  58 — that  will  afibrd  a  fair  profit.  Says  that 
the  nniterials  and  labor  for  binding  a  volume  like  the  Revised 
Statutes  would  be  aboot  45  cts.  Does  not  carry  on  the  business 
of  binding  in  this  city.  .  The  spring  back  will  nmke  a  diffsrence 
of  some  two  or  three  cents  per  copy.  The  usual  rule  is,  get- 
ting double  {or  press*work  what  is  paid  the  printer.  Thinks  the 
binding  of  the  Session  Laws  would  be  about  18  cents  per  copy, 
(such  copy  as  exhibited.)  The  paper  for  the  book  would  be 
worth  about  td  50. 

The  New  York  Revised  Statates  was  bound  for  the  contraet- 
ofs ;  1>000  copies  at  their  office ;  the  coniraclors  got  75  cents  for 
binding,  about  7  years  agn.  The  work  was  let  by  contract,  I  be* 
lieve.  The  difference  ^tween  sheep  and  calf  would  be  about 
one-third.  Has  never  carried  on  the  business  of  printing  or  bind- 
ing in  this  city.  Knows  nothing  practically  about  it  as  to  this  city. 
Says  he  has  not  carried  on  the  binding  or  printing  about  six  years 
since.  He  judges  by  what  the  present  prices  are  in  New  York. 
Did  not  carry  on  business  during  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments ;  does  not  know  about  the  embarrassments  of  doin^  busi- 
ness at  that  time.  A  fair  profit  on  the  paper  would  b^  about  20 
per  cent ;  printers  calculate  432  sheets  to  a  ream,  as  usually 
reckoned  ;  the  outside  quires  are  looked  upon  as  waste.  Thinks 
a  man  ought  to  make  a  profit  on  binding  of  •  Sheep  would 
cost  8,  calf  24. 

ilfn  Aymar  says  he  is  a  practical  book-binder.  The  Revised 
Statutes,  he  thinks,  could  be  bound  in  New  York  for  50  cts,  that 
isk  an  edition  of  7,000.  Does  not  carry  on  the  business  here. 
Thinks  they  could  be  bound  here  at  about  80  cts ;  thinks  80  cents 
difiference  between  this  place  and  New- York  would  be  ampfe. 
Labor  and  materials  for  binding  would  be  about  40  cents ;  prob- 
ably would  not  vary  5  cents,  rressing  and  folding  of  the  sneets 
18  no  part  of  book  binding.  Deals  in  paper  in  this  city;  thinks 
that  the  paper  could  be  bought  for  83  00  in  New  York ;  thinks 
from  $4  50  per  ream  ;  intends  to  make  about  a  dollar  per  ream 
on  paper ;  doubts  whether  at  the  price  of  t4  50  per  ream,  it 
would  afford  a  dollar's  profit.  Thinks  Session  Laws,  (exhibited) 
could  be  bound  here  from  20  to  22  cents ;  i.  e.  an  edition  of  8,400 
*^that  would  give  a  good  profit 

Has  never  carried  on  the  business  of  book-binding  in  this  city. 
Thinks  that  the  other  session  laws  exhibited  would  be  worth  from 
38  to  40  cents  per  volumj&**would  be  done  in  New  York  less. 

83 
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Tlid  paper  for  the  tame  would  be  worth  cboiit  94  50  by  the 
quantity;  !•  e.  they  sbouid  sell  at  about  that  prioe.  The  diflerenee 
in  Revised  Statutes  for  spring  back  would  be  about  3  cents  i  a 
Uir  per  centaj^e  would  be  about  90  per  cent  clear  of  all  expeiir 
aes.  Carries  on  binding  book  and  btank  works  in  New  York;  does 
his  work  by  apprentices  and  journeymen.  Prinoipal  part  of  tbm 
l^ing  in  his  establishment  is  binding  blank  tx)oks«  Mr.  BiHrgor 
of  this  city  was  a  ^partner  of  his  in  New  York ;  not  in  the  bode* 
biodir^  business :  only  in  seHing  books.  A  person  should  make  m 
profit  on  mechanical  business  the  same  as  nn  any  other  branoh 
of  business.  Hare  t)een  in  the  book  and  paper  aeUin^  about  six 
months  in  this  city,  is  customary  to  char^re  (or  blank  leaivs 
same  as  theu^  printed.  Never  did  dny  binding  of  th^  deacripf 
tion  of  the  Revised  Statutes  in  so  large  a  quantity^-uaually  mboot 
IfiOO  of  an  edition.  Says  that  if  compelled  to  do  suck  a  piece  of 
work  in  a  very  short  tinne,  it  would  cost  him  more  than  to  have  . 
the  osual  time  allowed.  Can  not  say  how  long  an  ordinary  book 
establishment  would  be  in  getting  ^  a  work  like  the  Reviiwl 
Statutes. 

S.  L>  Hood  is  a  practical  book-binder,  (/arries  on  business  ip 
this  place.  Has  worked  in  the  city  of  New  York,  For  bind- 
ing a  work  like  the  Revised  Statutes  would  be  3  or  4  shillings  pof 
copy,  an  editbn  of  7,000  copies.  Tb^  cost  oflabor  and  nia(enala 
la  this  place  would  be  about  45  or  46  cents,  actual  co3t.  He 
made  a  calculation  about  a  year  ago ;  then  supposed  that  the  work 
was  going  to  be  let  by  contract.  It  defKinds  on  the  market  in  ^ 
measure  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  work.  Thinks  iq 
this  place  75  cents  would  be  a  fair  price — no  mechanic  would 
think  of  getting  or  asking  more.  He  proposed  to  make  the  con- 
tract  at  60  cents  per  copy,  but  now  he  was  saUsfied  he  sIkhiM  not 
have  been  willing  to  have  done  d»e  work  less  than  70  cents :  tlM 
difierence  of  a  spring  back  is  some  2  or  8  cents.  Has  dealt  in 
paper  in  this  city :  thinks  that  the  paper  for  tho  Revised  Statulea 
cd^kl  have  been  bought  in  the  state  of  New  York  for  three  dA 
krs,  three  and  a  half*  and  possibly  four  dollars  per  ream.  Fddbg 
sheets  is  no  part  of  booh  binding. 

.In  relation  to  the  pamphlet  [laws]  exhibited*— in  binding  asi 
edition  of  8^400  copies,  couM  be  bound  at  about  35  or  30  centa ) 
for  the  other  pamphlets,  ( joumab,]  sbooM  charge  59  cents ;  that 
was  what  he  did  charge  when  he  had  a  like  contract  of  the  slale. 
They  were  stitched  when  he  took  them.  Thinks  be  had  rather 
taken  them  in  the  quire  and  folded  than  to  have  had  as  it  waa. 
Thinks  that  the  paper  is  worth  here  some  $4  or  $4  60,  of  such 
a  quality  as  exhibited.  Have  carried  on  business  in  New  York. 
Has  worked  at  Harper's  in  1881.  Worked  in  New  York  a  jreaa. 
Has  been  in  the  business  here  since  Nov.  1884«    Waa  ia  i 
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MUiy^  with  StcrweH  befbre  tfatt  titm  io  this  pbcesoine  tit  moHHii 
Has  now  ooly  tRvra  bands  in  hkr  emplcy  m  book-bindtftg.  ill 
iMiai  oases*  of  castomers,  he  charges  six  ahfllmgs,  if  be  bvn&  only 
tne  eapVi  (like  the  Jocrrnals ;)  ifhe  has  20 copies,  does  k  for  five 
tbiilioifs';  the  olher  pamphlet,  (like  the  Session  Laws,)  about  foot 
shriliags.  The  Uit  of  prices  is  the  same  for  old  works ;  iboie 
prices  have  nothing  to  do  with  jobs  of  importance,  where  ihe 
Mtttomnt  was  two^  four,  or  five  hundred  dollars.  That  bHI  of  pri^ 
oea  was  made  oat  ia  18d4  or  5,  and  governs  binding  establish^ 
metits^  In  bmding  in  sheep,  a  book  of  4  or  500  pages,  the  price 
wouM  be  a  little  dffTorent,  about  one  or  two  cents.  Mr.  Keed 
wni  Mr.  Booth  some  acquainted  With  book-binding.  Thinks  Mn 
Booth  an  exoelkefnt  workman.  DonTt  think  Reed  knows  much 
aboutr  Mr.  Burger  did  oarrV  on  bosinessr  a  while  here,  but  ii^ 
Bot  a  practical  Ijook-bnider.  Tiiere  is  a  great  difference  in  bind** 
Jig  a  mrge  or  a  small  edition ;  there  is  a  difference  of  betweeti 
80  er  40  per  cent  between  1  or  IfOOO  or  more.  He  bound  for 
Ae  state  the  statutes,  1893  ;  he  bound  100  copies  Or  more,  and 
ehtrged  88^  cents  per  vohime ;  did  the  work  as  a  job  sent  in. 
It  was  done  in  1884,  when  every  thing  was  very  high.  For 
binding  a  copy  like  the  pamphlet  of  '37  and  *8,  in  calf,  he  might 
chnrge  a  dollar,  if  done  nicely.  He  made  a  proposition  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  binding  the  Revised  Statutes ;  don't 
recollect  the  time,  thinks  it  was  1837 :  made  a  calculation  at  that 
time;  supposed  it  would  be  in  one  volume, and  between  6  or 800 
pages.  Has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  charging  the  state  as  much, 
w^n  he  had  a  quantity  of  work,  as  he  charges  individuals  by 
Innall  amount.  He  had  a  contract  for  folding  and  stitching,  (vol. 
3 ;)  had  6^  cents  for  folding  and  stitching,  for  the  state ;  used  just 
such  stock  as  they  had  on  hand.  It  would  be  as  profitable  to 
bind  the  Revised  Statutes  at  60  cents,  as  to  bind  an  old  book  of 
the  same  size  at  100.  The  difference  between  toking  oflfthe  glue 
and  folding  would  be  about  2  cents.  Thinks  a  fair  per  centa|^ 
on  printing  paper,  is  from  10  to  20  per  cent. 

Rood  calculates  the  actual  amount  of  labor  and  stock,  $3,207. 
The  actual  cost  of  binding  is  about  40  or  45  cents. 

J.  M.  Burger  is  acquainted  with  Ite  printing  and  binding  bu^ 
mes#--lMit8  l^en  for  some  sitteen  years — has  been  in  this  ekf 
ibr  four  years. 

The  current  prioea  for  a  copy  of  such  a  pamphlet  as  journflhr 
fef  binding,  was  7&  cents  oite  title,  and  25  cents  addition  fctr  an 
eKtra  title,  (a»  Senate  docunumts.)  The  price  of  such  a  V(Jumtt 
m  the  htW9  of  1886  and  '87,  is  50  cents*  Such  were  th^  remiltfr 
4baT|9es  of  the  binders  in  the  town.  Has  never  seeil  any  of  the 
IM  of  work  like  the  Revised  Statutes  bound  here,  marked  on"  tto 
Wl  of  ftiodm,    Should  Mak  that^  in  ordioaETy  good  limes;  a  do)^ 
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Itr  would  be  a  fair  prices  but  ooosideritig  the  times  when  the  work 
was  got  out»  should  thiak  that  twenty-five  cents  addilioQ  would  be 
liuie  enough.  He  refers  to  any  quantity.  His  binders  were  d^ 
fer  in  the  habit  of  charging  less  for  a  large  quantity  than  a  snMil 
ene.  The  work  of  binding  such  a  lot  of  works  as  the  laws,  do* 
Cttmeots  and  Revised  Statutes,  including  the  whole,  could  ooC  be 
done  less  than  a  small  work.  Thinks  that  an  old  work  can  be 
done,  that  is,  bound,  cheapchr  than  you  can  prepare  the  sheets  aad 
fold  and  bind  a  new  work.     His  'ouitiion  is,  that  92  50  is  a  low 

Gice  ibr  such  a  work  as  the  Revised  Statutes.  Knows  that  in 
ew  York,  no  law  book  is  got  up  for  the  same  price,  immate- 
rial how  large  the  volume.  Was,  at  one  time,  proprietor  of  the 
Post ;  had  two  prices  when  he  was  selling  paper ;  to  book  sellen 
be  charged  twenty*five  cents  profit,  and  retailed  for  fifty  cents; 
thinks  the  profits  should  be  twenty-five  per  cent  on  the  paper  oif 
the  revised  statutes.  Is  not  a  practical  printer  or  book-binder,  but 
has  been  in  the  business.  Had  occasion  to  make  remittances  to 
New  York  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments ;  paid  as 
high  as  twenty-five  per  cent  for  exchange ;  the  usual  rates  wene 
fifteen  cents. 

Mr.  Ladd  is  a  practical  printer  in  this  city ;  foreman  in  the 
Advertiser  office.  Has  a  knowledge  of  the  prices  established  in 
(his  city  intended  for  the  current  business  of  the  place.  A  prin- 
ter's token  is  one  side  of  a  sheet,  and  a  publisher's  both ;  price 
seventy-five  cents  for  a  publisher's  token ;  thinks  if  a  printer  had 
a  large  job  he  would  vary  from  them.  It  is  not  considered,  in 
printing  and  publishing,  that  there  is  any  extra  charge  for  drying 
and  pressing.  Thinks  it  could  be  made  profitable  to  the  publisher 
to  deviate  from  the  established  prices  in  printing  7,000  of  a  book 
Hke  the  Revised  Statutes ;  thinks  it  could  be  done  for  62j  cents  per 
thousand  m's,  per  token,  double,  tl  25  or  f  1  30.  Knows  noth- 
mg  of  binding.  Knows  little  as  to  the  cost  of  paper.  These  pri- 
ces weje  established  in  1836.  The  intention  was  to  have  the 
prices  such  as  they  could  make  a  fair  price  of  it,  although  it  gener- 
ally interfered  with  their  other  bi'siness.  The  price  of  printing 
was  then,  for  journeymen,  $7  00  per  week ;  it  is  now  #9  00. 
In  the  Advertiser  office  they  have  not  varied  from  the  rate  of 
fMTiees  established  in  1836 ;  if  a  job  was  left,  he  should  char]pe 
those  prices ;  if  bound  to  get  out,  an  extra  price  might  be  requtr- 
od,  provided  there  was  not  sufficient  time  allowed  without  con- 
venience ;  if  obliged  to  make  alteratbns  in  consequence  of  the 
negiigenoe  of  the  writer  or  revisers,  he  should  expect  pay  for  it, 
eii:tra.  Has  done  nothing  but  pamphlets  in  Jiis  office  since  the 
establishment  of  the  present  prices ;  no  book  work.  The  current 
yJb  work  of  an  office  b  more  profitable  than  pamphlet  or  book 
work  at  the  established  prices.    Should  think  the  Revised  Statutes 
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tt  good  feaFs  job.  The  advanoe  to  piiUislffini  is  gaoeraUy  don* 
ble  the  price  paid  to  jouroeymeD*  Has  done  prioting  in  the  office 
for  the  state ;  the  price  50  cents  M*  and  tl  00  a  token  ;  thinks 
there  is  a  difference  of  25  per  cent  in  the  price  then  and  now. 
Thinks  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  embarrassments  since 
1682.  They  pay  higher  (or  journeymen  and  one  penny  mot«  par 
thousand. 

Betgftmm  Kmgsburu^^We  made  some  proposals  from  oar  of- 
fice for  printing  the  Ke vised  Statutes,  or  some  pamphlets;  be- 
lieves it  was  50  cents  per  thousand  m's ;  don't  recollect  the  details 
of  the  proposition.  Is  not  a  practical  printer ;  thinks  it  was  made 
by  Daily ;  thinks  the  proposition  originated  with  Gantt ;  thinks 
very  likely  one  of  the  objects  might  have  been  made  with  a  view 
to  get  below  the  proposals  of  Advertiser  office ;  thinks  the  pro- 
posal was  no  less  than  the  office  could  do  it. 

Wyllyt  Smyth  is  a  practical  printer,  has  been  for  some  vears. 
Has  examined  the  Revised  Statutes ;  from  his  knowledge  of 
printing  in  this  place,  he  thinks  a  work  like  the  Revised  Statutes 
could  te  printed  for  the  same  as  other  work,  in  conformity  to  th^ 
prices ;  there  is  a  regular  rule  of  prices  established  fur  book  work» 
same  as  stated  by  other  witnesses.  Taking  everv  thing  into  ooo- 
sideration,  thinks  the  present  price  is  correct,  it  a  person  should 
nome  into  our  office  and  leave  a  job,  should  make  a  bill  in  pur* 
suanoe  of  the  regular  prices ;  should  feel  bound  to  do  so,  in  order 
to  do  justice  to  his  employer.  That  scale  of  prices  is  a  fair  one^ 
as  be  thinks.  In  doing  printing  for  the  legislature,  there  is,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  a  gnod  deal  of  night  and  Sunday  work,  for 
which  we  have  to  pay  an  extra  price.  It  is  understood  in  most 
plaoes,  and  has  been  here,  that,  when  printers  work  unusual  hours, 
tbey  pay  an  extra  price. 

The  object  of  pressing,  &c.,  is  to  make  a  fine  wcMrk  for  the  cre« 
dit  of  the  establishment.  It  does  not  belong  to  the  printing ;  for 
so  large  a  work  as  the  Revised  Statutes,  there  would  be  a  good 
deal  of  work  in  pressing,  &c. 

George  L.  Whiiney^  nDom^^Made  a  proposal  for  printing  the 
Revised  Statutes,  at  fifty-two  cents  per  thousand  m's,  and  one 
dollar  per  token ;  thinks  the  proposal  was  made  to  the  committee 
on  print  inff.  It  was,  however,  generally  understood,  that  it  was 
immaterial  how  low  we  ofiered  to  print ;  knew  he  should  not  get 
the  job,  and  put  it  low.  The  estaolished  prices  of  printing  will 
appear  by  the  rates ;  those  rates  refer  to  the  usual  business  of 
pnntingy  such  as  jobs,  pamphlets,  books,  &c. — the  prices  were 
considered  fair,  and  should  he  have  been  requested  to  print  such 
a  work  as  the  Revised  Statutes,  he  should  have  charged  the  re- 
gular prices  established  by  the  rules.  The  pressing  and  drying 
18  generally  looked  upon  as  a  part  of  the  printing,  and  no  extra 
oMrge  Qsoally  made.    There  is  no  set  role  as  to  the  allowance 
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K'd  pablWierfl  cffBv  and  above  what  they  pay  pffoMrs.  Cm 
"dly  reoolieot  what  his  propoaitioii  was^  tedb  qutto  cot^ddee/i 
that  he  aflfered  to  do  it  at  iuoh  a  rate  as  would  have  M  bioi  in  a 
rerj  odd  predicament  had  the  tegitlatare  acoepled  it. 

Offered  to  do  it  uo  that  he  thought  be  should  not  have  lost 
aracfa.  Thought  that  the  prices  of  priming  were  such  as  waa 
reasonably  low,  as  fixed. 

The  value  of  labor  and  the  expenses  of  carrying  on  bosioessy 
has  increased  within  the  past  few  years*  The  osual  ad^aoa 
here,  is  about  tweaty^six  cents  per  token  or  per  thousand.  Whoo 
the  prices  were  established  the  price  of  hands  was  niiicb  leis,  &r 
a  finreman  four  ddhirs  p^  week  less.  RecoHecti  that  the  office 
of  the  Post  made  a  proposition  at  the  same  time ;  thniks  they  had 
but  one  press ;  thinks  the  Revised  Statutes  all  well  done. 

Is  somewhat  acquainted  with  the  prides  of  paper  here,  anrf 
thinks  that  paper  of  this  kind,  the  Revised  Statutes*  oan  be  bought 
for  about  five  doUars  per  ream,  here.  Don't  know  that  he  could 
propose  to  do  the  printing  much  tesstban  the  price  charged  We 
uaoally  count  twenty  quires  to  the  ream,  at  the  pveaenc  time* 
Used  to  get  eighteen  whole  quires^  and  two  bad  ones.  Sut*fa  baa 
formerly  been  the  praetioe.  Three  sheets  to  the  token  ts  getie* 
rally  reckoned  for  wastage.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  printer  to  press 
the  sheets.  Had  he  supposed  he  should  have  got  the  printiiig^  he 
should  have  charged  more.  Don't  know  whether  he  should  have 
put  it  less  tlKin  seventy  cents  per  thousand.  If  he  was  going  16 
do  a  work  of  so  large  a  magmtade,  he  thinks  that  unless  there 
was  a  special  bargain  made,  he  shovild  charge  tbe  usual  e^tBb^ 
lUied  price. 

It  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  a  great  cost  and  extra  expense 
in  getting  up  and  preparing  to  get  presses,  d^.,  and  under  aU 
drcumstances,  he  tUnks  Mr.  Bagg  has  not  charged  too  mQch. 


AFFIDAVITS. 

(No.  I.) 

SuTK  or  MicHiaair,  I 
Weym  County,     )  ^' 

John  S.  Baggr  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the 
legislature  of  1837,  passed  an  act  ereating  the  office  of  Stsde 
Friatert  that  he  now  holds,  which  act  in  substa  ce  provides^  that 
mid  printer  shall  receive  such  compensation  fi)r  his  servieea^  as 
shall  be  appropriated  by  the  legislature,  provided  that  such  com* 
pensatioo  snail  not  exceed  the  current  prices  of  printing.  That 
m  making  out  his  bill  of  printing  of  that  session^  he  charged  the 
currant  prices  of  printing  in  tbia  oily,  to  wit:  jsusm^  ctmtsf$t 
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Uummniwh  fk' anttpaskkmf oMLs&mnij^i^ 
prett  workf  which  prices  were  allowed  aodpaid  by  lae  leg^tnm* 
That  at  the  spocmi  session  of  the  same  legislature  held  in  June, 
the  Hune  prices  were  ohargni  and  aUowed ;  that  at  the  adjourned 
session  of  the  same  legislature  held  in  November,  to  revise  ttM 
statutes,  the  same  prices  were  charged  ar.d  allowed ;  that  the  re- 
solution in  pursQauoe  c^  which  he  printed  the  Revised  Statutes^ 
was  adopted  by  the  same  |e|{islature,  which,  at  its  three  sessions, 
paid  him  the  said  current  prices ;  that  when  it  was  first  propc«ed 
to  have  th^  Statutes  executed  in  six  months,  he  went  to  members 
and  urged  them  not  to  require  the  work  to  be  published  in  so  short 
a  time,  as  it  would  cost  great  extra  expense  to  this  deponent ; 
that  the  legislature,  nevertheless,  required  them  to  be  done  in  that 
time ;  and  that  the  necessary  consequence  to  this  deponent  was, 
that  the  Revised  Stitutes  cost  him  at  least  ten  per  cent  more^  for 
printing,  than  any  other  work  which  he  has  ever  done  for  the 
state. 

And  the  deponent  further  says,  that  he  has  also  made  a  careful 
calculation  with  the  foreman  of  the  bindery  of  J.  S.  &  S.  A. 
Bagg,  who  superintended  the  binding  of  the  statutes,  whh  i*  viewlo 
ascertain  their  exact  cost ;  and  that  the  cost  of  s«ock  used  and 
the  waflet  of  labor  employed  in  binding  that  work,  are  as  iwar 
as  can  be  ascertained,  as  fulbws : 
For  stock,  ioctuding  binder's  boards,  sheep  for  covers, 
.  paste  board  for  wrappers,  muslin  for  loose  backs, 
leaf  her  for  raised  bands,  calico  for  bead  bands,  acid 
for  washing  leather,  waste  paper  fbr  outside  sheets^ 
moreoco  and  gold  leaf  for  title,  glue,  paste,  thread, 
and  twine,  and  charcoal  for  furnace,  not  less  than 
Mrty  cents  per  volume^  #      80 

For  labor,  including  pressing  sheets,  and  biding  and 
tying  up  same,  for  4oring,  gatherir^  and  oolleothig, 
pressing  and  sawing,  forwarding,  cutting  out  lea» 
llier,  and  finishing,  with  the  superintendence  of  the 
whole  by  the  foreman,  not  less  than  fiftf^senen  cents 
per  volume,  57 

Making  the  whole  cost  of  stock  and  labor  for  the  Re^ 

vised  Statutes,  not  less  than  eightf/'Seven  cents  per 

volume^  87 

Without  calculating  the  expanse  of  gohig  to  New  Yerk  to 

purohase,  the  cartage  of  the  stock  from  the  wharf,  the  expensea 

of  binders  from  New  York,  expressly  for  the  joh^  the  boxing  ufi 

of  the  signatures  after  fcJding,  to  preserve  from  injury  and  for 

easy  temoval  in  case  of  fire,  the  insurance  on  the  stock  oatil  it 

was  manufactured,  the  expense  of  thia  delivery  of  the  hooks  at 

the  Seerctary*s  oflSce,  in  the  capitol,  and  other  necessary  inciden- 
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t»l  eipenassy  which  must '  be  considered  befiire  the  profit  of  the 
work  can  be  ascertained. 

JOHN  S.  BAGG. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me»  this  SOth  day  of  March, 
1889. 

GEO.  E.  HAND, 
NoUary  PMic,  Ww/ne  Oowi^,  USA. 

Note. — The  above  statement  by  Mr.  Bagg,  of  the  cost  of 
stock  for  the  Revised  Statutes,  was  made  from  the  examination 
of  the  bills  of  the  cost  of  the  same  in  New  York,  the  actual  ex- 
pense of  transportation  and  ten  per  cent  discount  for  difference  in 
exchange.  The  following  statement  of  Mr.  Volume,  was  made 
from  the  bills  of  the  cost  of  the  stock  in  New  York,  without  cal- 
culating the  transportation  and  difference  in  exchange. 


(No.  2.) 

Sf  ATB  or  Michigan,  )  ^ 
'  County  of  Wayne..    \ 

Zadock  Volume,  foreman  in  the  book-bindery  of  J.  S.  &  S.  A. 
Bagg,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  following 
is  a  'true  and  correct  statement  of  the  cost  of  stock  used  in  bind- 
ing the  Revised  Statutes  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  as  near  as  the 
same  can  be  ascertained,  viz : 
For  binder*8  boards,  (per  100  copies,) 

Sheep  for  covers, 

Morocco  for  tithes. 

Paste  board  for  wrappers, 

Muslin  for  loose  backs* 

LfCather  for  raised  bands, 

Calico  for  head  bands. 

Paste,  glue,  thread  and  twine, 

Acid  for  washing  leather. 

Gold  leaf  for  titles. 

Waste  paper,  (7,000  outside  sheets,) 

Charcoal  used  in  furnace, 

•26  52  3 

And  the  said  deponent  further  says,  that  the  following  is  a  true 
and  correct  statement  of  the  cost  of  labor  employed  and  paid  for, 
in  binding  the  Revised  Statutes,  after  the  sheets  came  pressed 
from  the  printing  office,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  viz : 
For  folding!  tying  up,  &c.,  (per  1,000  copies,)  #6  00 

gatherii^  and  collatirig,  4  00 

Carried  forward.  • 


•3  3S  4 

14  36  5 

1  60  0 

50  0 

1  18  0 

25  0 

»S  0 

3  000 

31  4 

44  0 

1  00  0 

45  0 
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.     ,    Broqgfat  forward,  .     '                          • 

pressing  and  sawiog,  1  50 

sowings  5  00 

forwAfding, .  Ift  M 

cutting  out  leather,  ,                         '^^ 

finisliiog,  8  00 

•37  75 

And  the  deponent  further  says,  that  in  addition  to  the  above 
cost  of  labor  employed  upon  the  statutes,  his  own  service  as  fore- 
man,  and  the  time  of  one  boy,  about  the  bindery,  are  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  that  the  following  is  a  true  and  correct 
calculation  of  iho  same,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  viz ; 
Three-fourths  of  foremarfs  time,  Feb.  1, 1838,  to  April 

i,  1839,  tl5per  weefc,  (per  100  copies,)  If II  12 

One  boy's  labor  about  the  bindery,  thrceJburths  of  8 

months,  8116  00,  I  7U 


•12  84 
ZADOCK  VOLUME. 
Sworn  and  subscfibed  this  iOth  day  of  March,  1830,  b^re 
nje.  GEO.  E.  HAND, 

NoL  Pub,,  Waym  Co^Mkk. 


(No.  3.) 
Stats  of  MicmoAir, 


Wayne  County.      \  ^^' 

3ilas  A.  Bagg,  of  the  firm  of  J.  S.  &  S.  A.  fiagg,  booksellers, 
book-binders  and  stationers,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  being  duly 
swarp,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  has  made  a  careful  calculation 
with  his  partner  in  business,  of  the  cost  of  the  paper  used  in  the 
Revised  Statutes,  Session  Laws,  Journals  and  other  work,  the 
charges  for  which  are  now  before  the  legislaturet  and  that  the 
cost  of  the  same  at  the  wharf  in  this  city,  including  purchase  mo- 
ney, boxing  and  cartage  of  paper  at  the  mill,  chaises  of  trans- 
portation, insurance  in  transitu,  and  difference  of  exchanges,  is  as 
lullows; 

Paper  for  the  Revised  Statutes,  per  ream,  $5  46 

do        do  Session  Laws,  Journals,  &c.,     4  95 

And  the  deponent  further  says,  that  the  customary  charges  of 
the  said  pri.^^s  of  J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg  for  binding  current  work 
for  individuals,  like  the  Session  Laws  of  1838,  are  50  cents  per 
volume,  and  for  work  like  the  House  and  Senate  Journals  and 

84 
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DocairtenU,  75  per  volume,  and  kft  ^Mik  iSihilAi  to  tbe  ReYiaed 
Statutes,  from  tl  25  to  $1  50  per  volume. 

SILAS  A.  BAG6. 
'    i^^om  to  and  subscribed,  this  18th  March,  one  Ihousaod  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  before  me. 

GEO.  £.  HAND, 
NoL  Pub.,  Wayne  Co^  AfidL 


tNo.  4.) 


SiatenmU  <tf  the  eM  d^  ptiferf^r  ths  flowed  SiauUeg^ 


|i 


First  cost  of  810  reams  <>f  pape^  tot  the  Revited  6taU 
utes,  at  t4  bO  p6r  ream,  93,240  00 

Firkt  cost  of  279  reams  for  Laws,  Journals  add  other 
work  in  bill,  at  #3  63^  per  ream,  1,013  37 

Aggfbg^te  fiint  cb^  of  1,080  reams,  •4>252  37 

Boxing  and  cartage,  20  reams  to  a  foot,  54  l>03t^  it 

•lS7i^bdXi        '    ^  74  it 

Iniurahoe  oh  same  froih  i*(e^  York  to  Detroit,  at  one 

and  a  half  per  cent  premium,  64  89 

Cost  of  transportation  of  same  at  $9  68  per  box,  522  81 

Add  for  discount  or  loss  of  exchange  in  Michigan 

money,  20  per  cent,  996  14 

Cost  of  paper  at  the  office,  t5,910  43 

Insurance  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent  on  half  in  office 

until  delivered,  44  32 

Intertet  on  co^t  of  paper  hi  ab6v6  (9  moirihs)  it  7 

per  iatriu  313  DS 

■    ■■    tl     ■  I     t  T* 

Utoiklh^  ticttta^  CoWof  the  paper,  April  I,  183&,  with- 
out ifacluding  expenses  to  NeW  York  to  purchase, 
{)oMage,  &C.,  ^,367  9f 

Dedbctitig  fte  HMvt  fiiohi  th^  imdtint  <Akr^  in 
m  6,336  7t 

tje^ves,  to  bear  exjf>fensies  to  New  YoA  to  pnrtAla^ 

pay  postage,  i&c.,  959  33 
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(No.  43.) 

Report  of  the  Cotnmittoe  appointed  to  inTestigate  the 
affhirs  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsitanti. 

The  select  committeei  appoiateJ  to  examine  into  the  ^^airs  ^^4 
eooditioD  of  ^be  Bank  of  Y  psilanti,  beg  leave  to  report ; 

That  as  300(1  as  the  business  of  the  House  wouM  perniit  aft^r 
their  ^ppointQ^nt,  jrour  comniittee  proceeded  to  Ypsilanti  for  th^ 
purpose  of  exW^ifig  t,he  books  apd  p^pcr^  of  tlie  sf^iil  ba^k* 
They  were  ther^  two  d^s.  They  took  some  t^stimonVx  %qA 
hi[ve  since  been  engaged  in  fakif^  stat^nients  of  individuals^  who 
reside  ip  this  city^  or,  who  hs^ve  been  so  connected  with  th^  bfipki 
a«  to  be  able  lo  thiow  light  on  the  very  mysterioua  and  4wQg 
frauds  that  have  beep  corpmitted  upop  the  public  in  the  fjailifre  <h 
t(iat  ipstitutipn^ 

ninipg  the  books  nninutely,  could  fin4 
icate  Mr.  Tredwell,  the  fate  presid^n^ 
Dt  transactions  that  c'^used  its  suspei>- 
s  friends*  took  the  controlling  iateresf 
its  co|[pmenceiuept,  ^nd  sp  iiyeld  it  till 
.    Oo  ih^it  day,  nearly  ^1  pf  the  stock 
ell  apd  others,  to  Tlieodore  Hon^eym 
of  this  city,  who  had  previously  made  arrafigeipents  for  its  puf* 
chase,  with  the  expectation  qf  ^onpecting  it  with  the  Central  bapk 
qf  New  Yerk,  at  Utici^    4t  is  upd^rstood  by  the  conuniUee,  thM 
|iir*  HaoQeyp  rpnde  the  arrapgeonent  to  pufphase  with  Mr,  Stpt 
vens,  apd  others  of  Buffalo,  partners  and  friends  qf  Mr  Tred- 
well, who  felt  himself  bound  upon  a  suSicient  guarantee  that  the 
institution  was  going  into  good  hands,  to  acoo(^  to  ^ir  wisheS| 
and  ratify  the  contra^.  Jp  this  matter,  as  well  as  in  the  man- 
afiemeot  of  the  l^pk  generally,  wbilo  he  was  executive  officer, 
your  CQipipittee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  Mr.  Tredwell 
fnanifea^ed  a  du?  iregar4  for  the  public  interests,  and  is  in  no  w^y 
t^lam^ble  fpr  ^e  presfot  pro9tr;^(p  pQnditioo  and  ruin  of  the 
bank. 

Ope  qf  tha  copditjops  9f  sale  was,  thaf  certain  discouptp^  par 
per  qf  the  bank  ah^'<l  be  giyen  to  Mr,  Tredwell,  aa  payment  for 
the  stock,  tt  wa«  so  paid,  and.  upon  the  resignatiop  of  Mr.  Tred- 
well, aa  preaident,  a  new  bqard  of  directors,  with  Mr,  (lomeyp  as 
Pfeaident,  was  i^ppointed,  who  ipimediately  passed  upon  apd  dis^ 
pqqpte4  certain  other  paper  to  the  pmoupt  of  nearly  or  quite  epe 
^Uncjred  ^ho^^d  doIlf^r&  which  waa  aai4  to  he  good,  %ud  ypur 
qqa^ipittee  ^\m^  waa  so.    ^jnoa  that  day,  Mr.  Tredwell  h^f 
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had  nothing  to  do  with  the  bank.  Your  committee  are  aware 
that  strong  feelings  and  prejudices  existed,  and  perhaps  still  do 
exist,  against  Mr.  Tredwell,  at  Ypsilanti  and  other  places,  for  his 
alleged  connivance  at  subsequent  mismanagement  Indeed,  tbejr 
received  an  anonymous  communication,  while  at  Ypsilanti,  mak- 
ing some  charges  of  fraud  against  him,  but  your  committee  couid 
,  notfind  the  least  ground  to  substantiate  such  charges,  neitlier  do 
they  believe  them  to  be  founded  in  truth  or  justice.  The  com- 
mittee have  thus  far  exonerated  Mr.  Tredwell,  inasmuch  as  one 
of  the  commitee  read  a  strong  petition  from  him,  after  they  had 
commenced  their  labor,  asking  for  a  committee  of  irtvestiffalion 
into  his  conduct  while  engaged  in  that  bank,  but  which  was 
not  presented,  for  the  reason  that  his  obje<*.t  was  accomplished, 
and  the  petition  received  while  absent  from  the  House. 

In  the  purchase  of  the  bank,  Mr.  Romeyn  represented  that  he 
was  acting  in  connection  with  the  Central  Bank  of  New  York, 
reference  being  had  to  his  testimony  before  the  Bank  Commis- 
sioner, herewith  appended,  marked  ^A.)  When  your  committee 
first  went  to  Ypsilanti,  one  of  the  directors  of  that  bank*  (Spen- 
cer KeHogg,  Esq.,  long  and  fioivoratly  known  as  one  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  honorable  memhants  of  Utica,)  was  here,  and  at 
Mr.  Romeyn*s  request,  came  before  the  committee  and  testified  to 
that  fact,  as  will  appear  from  his  affidavit  herewith  transmitted, 
marked  (B.)  This  arrangement  was  subsequently  abandoned. 
Previous  to  which,  however,  tlie  Central  bank  advanced  to  the 
Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  815,000,  which,  by  the  second  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Romeyn,  herewith  transmitted,  marked  (C,)  will  be  seen,  has  been 

?iid,  and  is  not  now  any  portion  of  the  liabifities  of  the  bank, 
our  committee  are  aware  of  the  state  of  public  sentiment  upon 
this  suhject,  and  also  of  the  feelings  which  seem  to  be  prevalent 
asainst  Mr.  Romeyn,  but  they  have  been  unable  to  discover  any 
thtn^  that  looks  like  bad  or  wilful  management,  while  he  was  at 
the  head  of  the  institution. 

There  are  some  things,  however,  that  would  seem  to  require 
forther  explanation,  ahhough  the  same  circumstances  might  oc- 
cur without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Romeyn,  or  without  design- 
Mr.  A.  H.  Jaudon  is  represented  upon  the  stock  leg^r  c^the  bank 
as  owning  stock  to  the  amount  of  t63S  88.  In  the  scrip  book 
we  found  upon  the  margin  of  a  printed  certificate  of  stock,  (the 
certificate  having  been  filled  and  out  out  in  the  usual  way,)  a  me- 
tnorandum,  which  purported  to,  and  should  contam  substantially, 
the  contents  of  the  certificate,  which  gave  Mr.  Jaudon  5,000 
s'tares  of  stock,  on  which  925,000  was  said  to  have  been  paid, 
signed  by  Geo.  H.  Tracy,  cashier,  dated.  2 1st  Nov.,  1838.  This 
slumid  liave  corresponded  with  the  ieger,  but  did  not  Whether 
the  result  of  aecident,  carelessness  or  design,  your  committee  are 
not  aUe  to  say,  but  refer  to  Mr.  Romeyn's  second  affidavit  for  all 
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the  inrormation  they  pos8e!»  on  the  subject.  There  was  also  a 
new  plate  ordered  while  Mr.  Romeyn  controlled  said  bank»  and 
which  Mr.  Kellogg  alludes  to  in  his'affidavit.  The  bills  of  that 
new  plate  are  now  in  ihis  city  to  the  aniount  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  as  your  committee  are  informed  by  the  re-' 
ceiver. 

Your  committee  have  endeavored,  by  parol  testimony,  to  get 
at  all  the  facts  in  this  matter,  but  have  been  unable  to  discover 
any  thing  that  wilt  warrant  us  in  expressing  a  confident  opinion 
respecting  the  good  or  bad  management  of  the  bank  from  27tk 
September  to  28ih  December.  But  in  the  absence  of  such  tes- 
timony, we  have  taken  the  books  as  our  ^uide,and  by  them  your 
committee  are  free  to  say,  that  nothing  appears  mysterious,  dis- 
honorable, or  which  would  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  bank 
had  been  conducted  with  a  reckless  disregard  of  the  public  ith 
terest. 

On  the  28th  Dec.  the  stock  again  changed  hands.  Mr.  Ro- 
meyn sold  out  to  Mr.  P.  S.  Rawson,  as  agent  for  A  rba  K.  May-^ 
nard  and  others.  How  far  Mr  Romeyn  was  justified  in  selKng 
the  control  of  the  institution  to  an  individual  with  whom  he  says 
he  was  very  slightly  acquainted,  or  what  guarantee  Rawson  was 
able  to  give  that  he  was  able  to  sustain  the  bank,  other  than  what 
has  already  been  published  by  the  Bank  Commissioner,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  say ;  they  prefer  to  let  the  whole  testimony,  which 
is  herewith  transmitted,  speak  for  itself.  Nothing  appears  in  the 
history  of  the  transaction  upon  the  books,  to  in  any  manner  im- 
plicate Mr.  Romeyn  in  the  subsequent  frauds,  or  that  he  was  in 
any  way  privy  to  them. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  his  connection  with  the  bank  was 
continued  afler  his  resignation,  any  thing  further  than  feeling  an 
interest  to  have  it  sustain  itself,  as  he  says  in  his  second  aflidavit* 
Mr.  Romeyn  received  in  pay  for  his  stock  the  paper  which  watt 
discounted  when  he  took  the  bank)  and  the  new  board  discounted 
ten  new  ten  thousand  dollar  notes,  which  were  accurately  descri- 
bed in  the  report  of  the  Bank  Commissioner,  and  which  are  now 
among  the  assets  of  the  bank ;  but  which  your  committee  must 
say  they  consider  worthless,  inasmuch  as  there  is  too  great  a  si- 
milarity in  the  hand  writing  of  the  signatures  to  induce  the  belief 
that  they  are  not  forged  or  fictitious.  Since  this  time,  your  com- 
mittee think  thnt  it  is  unnecessary  for  them  to  trace  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank.  It  is  suflScient  for  them  to  say,  that  they  eoQ- 
sider  its  failure  an  instance  of  as  glaring  a  fraud  as  was  ever  per- 
petrated In  this  or  any  other  community. 

The  committee  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  new  testimony 
firom  Rawson,  the  principal  actor  in  the  matter,  by  reason  of  his 
continued  absence  from  the  state.  They  have  availed  themselves 
of  that  taken  by  Mr.  Felch,  and  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 
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laarM  (P)  It  will  be  foen  thfit  his  9U^inmt9  ^  tlxm  pf 
||r,  A«  K^  M^ynarc],  taken  by  the  comnoHt^,  ^Uq  hereifiUi 
Irnnsmitied,  wUh  a  copy  of  bis  ppwer  of  attorney  to  Rawsoin 
park^  (E>)  contradict  each  other  csseptially.  Both  caoDot  be 
true. 

Your  committee  have  observed  several  direct  violations  of  cbar* 
ter  since  tJae  SBth  December*  but  deem  H  noneoessury  to  parti- 
cularize them  in  this  report*  inasmuch  as  th^y  consider  their  whole 
coup^  and  management  a  vioiation  of  the  true  spirit,  intent  imk} 
Bienning  of  tbo  act  of  inaorporatiop. 

With  these  vievvsf  i^^d  ^ntertainii^  the  belief  that  ^  proper  an4 
just  regard  to  the  public  interest  requires  it,  in  order  to  guard 
ag^r^t  future  frauds  upon  Qur  (^urrapqy  by  m^o  who  are  not  ro* 
aidents  among  m^  but  who  by  their  ef&rts  no(  only  c^st  ^  stigma 
upon  our  state  and  qurroncyy  but  succ^sJfuUy  swindle  the  oc^pn^u- 
nity  out  of  large  sums  of  money,  leaving  us  without  hope  or  nrte^pa 
ot  i<edfess,  your  committee  report  the  acoorppanji^g  bill  for  |be 
rcpei^l  of  the  charter  of  said  BanH  pf  Ypailaqli,  and  respect/uMy 
rcoommeiyl  its  passage. 

AU  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  Q.  HAMMOND, 
).  GOODWIN. 
TRUB  ?.  TUCKER, 

Deireii,  April  0,  1889. 

Yqui*  committee  would  farther  state  that  they  btve  taken  muqb 
Q(her  testimony,  but  it  would  inake  this  report  tqo  volqmi^ioua  |q 
transmit  it ;  and  inasmuch  as  it  contained  oo  additional  lights  U 
ViM  thought  best  to  withhold  it.  It  b  now  in  the  hc^pds  ol  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  banjc,  at  whose  request  thif  report  has  been  delay e4 
{pat  tb^  use  of  the  AtM>rney  Greneral,  if  it  should  serve  him  in  apy 
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A.  Felch,  Esq.  Bank  Commissioner^  ^, 

(Sot-mln  aceordaoce  with  yonr  request,  I  shall  now,  assuoomf- 
Ijr  as  popisihie.  explain  to  you  the  circumstances  of  g^y  ooqnedioR 
vfi\\i  tfie  Bank  of  Ypsilanti*  ]t  will  be  onore  ooayeci^nl  to  4q  this 
iathe  form  of  an  ordmary  oommunicaMoii,  tbtui  in  Ibat  9^  a  fonnal 
affidavit 

The  first  point  qq  whicb  yoq  desire  n  iujl  ejiplaaation,  ia  tim 
au^ect  <i{  the  purchaae  of  tbe  stock  by  «i)ei  and  the  (me  and  onode 
ofpaymcnit^ 
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Tte  m^JbrH]^  df  tte  «toek  of  tte  batik  wM  oUtMd  by  ¥*  IVtMl- 
i?iH*ll,  Esq.  hi  forrtifer  president,  and  by  Mr.  HiDratio  Slevett^  of 
Buiklo.  The  cbntrnct  for  il  Was  made  in  September  last,  and 
fiboUt  the  30tli  of  that  month  it  Was  transferred  on  the  booki. 

You  desire  me  testate  wHh  particularity,  ••  this  mode  of  trabir- 
fer  and  payment."  The  bonus  paid  for  the  cipit^i  of  the  bank 
Wiab  a  matter  of  private  odntfaet,  in  whioh  the  public  cOi^fiAttl^ 
l^r6  no  inteirest ;  atid,  a1tiio6gh  I  have  tto  pensotial  objeotkm  to 
disclose  it,  Mill,  as  it  affects  the  aflliira  of  others,  I  do  ikh  wish  to 
itoy  any  thing  about  it. 

Stock  oA  which  upwards  of  990,000  had  been  paid  was  tfan*^ 
ftnred  to  me.  The  old  oflteors  and  a  majority  of  the  old  directotfe 
tiacated  thisiir  mtuations:  new  officers  and  directors  were  chosetit 
certain  paper  was  offered  by  me  for  discount,  and  approved  by 
the  new  board;  other  paper  was  taken  up  and  given  to  Messrs^ 
Tredwell  and  Stevens,  in  payment  for  their  stock  \  c^rtaifei  mo- 
teyS  deposited  in  other  banks  and  in  the  hakids  of  agents^  were 
transferred  to  the  credit  of  Mn  TredWell,  who^  in  oonskieratioft 
of  them,  assumed  the  payment  of  some  bills  that  had  b^en  drawn 
by  the  bank,  and  wer^  not  yet  matured. 

I  understood  you  to  wish  paiticolar  information  as  to  tfie  Ml*- 
litre  of  the  p4per  taken  out  of  the  bank  by  Mr.  TredWell^  atid  df 
that  put  in  oy  me.  The  former  I  am  uimble  to  ansvrer.  It  was 
tjindoobt^ly  good  paper  atid  suoh  as  <^ould  ivave  been  collectsd. 
The  paper  put  irt  by  me  was,  with  perhaps  a  single  exceptiofti, 
«nd  tnat  of  small  amount,  such  as,  from  the  names  on  it^  would 
have  been  approved  by  any  bank  in  the  state.  A  considerabte 
part  of  it  was  actual  business  paper,  owned  by  me  at  the  time, 
and  sOme  of  which  was  afterwards  pair,  and  the  remaibing  por- 
tion  of  ft  was  obtained  from  my  persortal  friends,  by  giving  theih 
counter  security.  My  own  bame  Was  not  in  the  bank  for  a  sin- 
gle dollar,  either  as  maker  or  et)dorser  of  paper,  and  if  I  recoIle€(t 
tight,  hortfe  Of  thfe  n6W  directors'  names. 

The  Situatton  of  the  bank  at  the  time  of  Us  transfer  to  ttie,  was 
iti  round  numbers,  as  follows  i-^irculatron  about  #80,000 ;  du^ 
depositors,  about  920,000;  specie,  about  #14,000 ;  notes  ef  other 
banks,  and  balances  due  from  them,  about  9^,000.  ^  The  othor  re- 
soured  of  the  bank  consisted  io  discounted  paper.  I  wish  to  be 
ondertttoOd  as  giving  these  amountj  merely  from  recolleetioit, 
oot  having  the  stiatement  at  hand.  They  are,  however,  substata^- 
tially  doh-ect 

The  above  amount  of  circulation  may  appear  large,  but  wHl  be 
Understood  fVom  the  following  fact : 

An  agency  of  the  bink  had  beeh  long  cstat^lished  at  CMcago^ 
The  bitis  of  the  bank  transmitted  to  the  agent  there,  were  alweyti 
counted  as  office  notes  on  hand,  until  advice  was  received  of  their 
circulation,  whet)  they  were  charged  as  such ;  and  the  ttiotieye 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  ^ 


688  HOUSE  IKXJUMENTS. 

leodved  for  thomt  (as  they  were  exchanged  only  for  .mooey,) 
were  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  baok^  At  the  time  of  the  trans- 
fer to  me,  Mr.  Ballantine  had  in  his  hands  about  tdOfOOO,  an  or- 
der for  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Tredwell,  and  of  course  the 
whole  amount  charged  as  bills  in  circulation. 

The  amount  of  drafts  assumed  by  Mr.  TredwelL  was  about 
#40|000.  The  amount  of  moni^y  and  other  assets  put  in  bis  hands 
exceeded  that  sum  by  about  #9,000,  out  of  which  he  was  to  be 
allowed  for  expenses  and  exchange  in  converting  these  items  into 
funds  current  at  the  place  where  the  drafts  so  assumed  had  been 
made  payable,  and  to  account  to  the  bank  for  the  remainder.  I 
have  now  grven  you,  as  nearly  as  I  can,  the  state  of  the  bank  at 
the  time  of  my  purchase  of  its  stock,  and  of  the  manner  ia 
which  the  transfer  was  completed.  For  what  has  taken  place 
since  thf^n,  the  old  officers  aoKi  stockholders  ought  not  to  be  held 
responsible. 

I  understand  you  to  requiest  from  me  an  account  of  the  maooer 
in  which  the  affairs  of  the  bank  were  conducted  while  I  remaio^ 
.connected  with  it. 

At  the  time  of  the  transfer^  Mr.  Folletti  the  Ibrmer  cashier,  de* 
^dtniag  Uy  continue*  Mr.  6.  H.  I'racy  consented  to  act  as  cashier* 
but  with  the  qnderstanding  that  it  should  be  temporarily,  and 
shortly  afterwards  1  was  chosen  president. 
.  By  the  arrangement  made  with  Mr.  Tredwell,  the  bank  was 
.deprived  of  all  her  cash  resources,  except  the  specie  and  foreign 
notes  actually  in  the  vaults,  and  small  sums  due  from  other  banks. 
Unfavorable  rumors  growing  out  of  the  change,  soon  began  to 
circulate ;  a  pretty  severe  run  upon  the  bank  here,  and  upon  its 
agents  at  Chicago,  commenced,  and  was  continued  for  some  time. 
I  provided  in  Buffib  810,000,  and  in  Utica  $15,000,  and  made 
an  arrangement  in  Philadelphia  for  920,000  more^  if  wanted;  mod 
the  bank  sustained  herself  completely. 

These  funds  were  advanced  out  of  my  own  resources,  and  by 
my  own  exertions^  As  they  were  put  into  the  bank,  her  drafts 
for  some  of  the  amounts  were  given :  and  this  will  account  for  the 
amount  of  these  in  existence  until  very  lately. 
;  An  important  arrangement  was  made  by  us  for  the  redemptioa 
of  our  bills  at  Chicago.  A  contract  was  made  with  Sirahan  & 
.Scott  of  that  pidcc,  by  which  that  house  agreed  to  take  $10,000 
of  the  notes  of^  the  bank  and  disburse  them.  At  the  end  of  ninety 
days  they  were  to  return  to  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  that  amount  in 
currency  equal  to  that  of  the  State  bank  of  Illinois,  and  in  the 
mean  time  were  to  redeem  all  notes  of  the  Ypsilanti  bank  that 
might  be  ofllered  to  them,  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent  discount,  in 
Illinois  money,  and  to  disburse  them  again  in  the  most  advanta- 
geous way  for  the  bank.  On  the  24tb  of  October,  1 10,000  of  the 
notes  were  given  them  under  this  arrangement,  and  in  November 
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an  additiooal  fum  of  like  amount    Theyv^ere  also  furnished 
with  (SyOOO  of  eastern  funds,  to  aid  them  in  their  rederitption. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that,  from  advice  received  from  them,  from 
time  to  time,  it  appears  that  the  amount  in  their  hands  has  not 
been  decreased:  Of  course  this  amount  was  not  included  in  the 
statement  of  droulation. 

I  understood  that  you  considered  this  arrangement  objectiona- 
ble.   I  anb  willing  to  admit  that  k  was  out  of  the  ordinary  train 
of  business ;  but  you  will  aibw  me  respectfblly  to  remind  you  o(^' 
the  state  of  things  at  Chicago.    More  than  half  the  cii^ulation  of 
the  bank  was  in  that  vicinity,  and,  unless  some  arrangement  hikl 
been  made  for  its  redemption  there,  it  would  at  once  have  mtutn* 
ed  to  the  bank.    It  is  evident  that  mme  arrangement  was  render*  ^ 
ed  absolutely  necessary  by  this  fact :  Mr.  Banantine,  who  before- 
hud  redeemed  the  notes  of  the  bank,  in  Chicago,  was  about  to  dis- 
continue ;  and  it  is  t>elieved  that  the  contract  with  Strahan  d& 
Scott  was  as  favorable  as  atnr  that  could  be  made ;  and  indeed' 
not  only  from  its  1ern>S)  but  from  the  high  character  of  that  house, ' 
and  ihecredit  reflected  from  their  undertaking  the  agency,  it  pr6« 
mised  unquestionably  great  benefits  to  the  bank. 

It  will  not  be  expected  that  we  shall  give  in  detail  every  act 
done  by  us,  until  our  transfer  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  was'com« 
pleted.  The  books  of  the  bank  will  show  that  the  policy  pUrsu^ 
ed  was  one  of  Contracting  the  circniation  and  general  liabititiesof ' 
the  bank.  The  deposites  were  reduced  to  almost  nothing*  and 
the  circulation  to  about  two-thirds  of  its  amount  at  the  time  when 
we  assumed  the  management.  Notwithstanding  the  removal  of 
the  state  deposites,  and  the  run  upon  the  bank,  before  alluded  to, 
ita  credit  was  fully  stistained.  Every  thing  presented  at  its  coun- 
ter  was  redeemed,  and  as  far  as  I  know,  general  satisfaction  was 
given. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  a  comparison  of  the  proportion  between 
the  immediate  liabilities  of  the  bank  and  its  cash  resources  at  the 
time  of  its  purchase  by  me,  and  the  like  proportion  at  the  time  of 
my  sate,  will  demonstrate  the  truth  of  my  position,  that  the  poli- 
cy pursued  during  the  interval  was  that  of  steady  and  actual  con- 
traction of  business  and  liabilities. 

Not  a  discount  was  made  during  this  time,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  to  a  single  director ;  certainly  not  to  myselt,  di- 
rectly  or  indirectly.  All  that  were  made  were  done  with  a  view 
to  accommodate  business  men  and  for  business  purposes.  I  too^ 
no  money  Whatever  on  my  own  account  from  the  bank,  except 
Wiien  I  exchanged  other  for  it,  and  even  this  was  specially  de- 
posited in  the  bank  of  Michigan,  and  not  U3cd  until  after  i  had 
resigned  my  situation  as  director.  All  the  bills  of  the  bank  which 
I  used  were  such  as  I  myself  had  redeemed  when  out  of  the  state, 
and  this  amomted  to  but  a  few  thousand  dollars-    A  number  of 
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bUlg  (amounting  in  the  wbole  to  tSStOOO,)  were  taken  by  dm  to 
the  state  of  New  York  for  certain  purposes*  which  were  afker- 
wards  abandoned,  and  the  whole  of  tlie  money  returned,  as  will 
hereafter  appear*  The  same  identical  bills  were  returned,  ex- 
cej^  a  package  of  $5|000,  which  were  exchanged  in  the  QHy  bank 
of  Buffalo  for  another  package  of  the  same  amount,  but  of  smaller 
denominations* 

.  A  rigid  examination  of  the  books  of  the  bank  will  abow  yo« 
that  my  ptafement  of  its  management,  while  I  had  the  control  of 
iti  is»  in  all  respects^  correct. 

I  come  now  in  the  course  of  this  statement  t(0  another  pari  of 
th^  matter,  in  which  you  have  requested  a  full  disclosure*  I  re> 
fer  to  the  circumstances  connected  with  my  sale  of  the  stock  at 
the.bank. 

My  object  in  purchasing  the  control  of  tliis  stock  was,  wilh  % 
view  to  connect  the  bank  with  one  ki  the  state  of  New  York* 
Yourself  will  recollect  the  conversations  had  with  you  on  Ihia 
sutg^t.  Arrangements  were  made  to  a  eertaki  extent,  for  this 
purpose.  In  carrying  out  the  details,  however,  difficulties  asosa 
that  had  not  been  anticipated* 

3ome  of  the  stockhcJders  of  the  bank  dgeoted  to  any  of  its  notes 
beii;^)  issued,  except  in  the  form  of  regular  discounts,  in  wluoh 
case  but  a  limited  number  Qould  be  given  to  any  one  infttituuoo» 
fi)oro  the  restrictions  hnpused  by  the  10th  section  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti* 

Mr.  Pritchette,  one  of  the  Bank  Commi^ioners*  supposed  that 
all  the  notes  thus  issued,  shoukl  properly  be  charged  as  oircala- 
tioD. 

yourself  expressed  very  unfavorable  ppinions  on  tbesubjeo4  of 
the  pdicy  of  the  intended  coursci 

I  therefore  determined  to  propose  to  those,  to  whom  a  portioQ 
of  the  circulation  was  to  have  been  loaned,  either  at  onc^  lo  take 
the  bank  from  my  hands,  or  to  release  my  contract  with  theni» 
and  mentioned  this  freely  to  my  friends  in  cQnversation* 

On  the  day  on  which  I  expeoted  to  leave  Detroit,  I  receivod  « . 
letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  oopy  i 

''Detroit,  2Sd  Nov.,  1838. 
T.  Bomeyn,  Esq, 

^Deab  Sir  ;  I  am  requested  by  some  eastern  capitalists  to  piur* 
ciias^  a  bank,  and  they  referred  me  to  you  for  the  Bank  of  Ypsi- 
lantL  Understanding  that  you  owned  the  controlling  interest  of 
that  bank,  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  advising  you  on  tb^ 
subject!.  If  you  want  to  sell,  what  are  your  terms,  ar^  what  is  the 
condition  of  the  bank,  and  what  is  the  amount  oif  capital,  &o-^7 
-  Please  advise  me  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  give  roe  a  brief  bis* 
lory  of  the  matter,  and  if  you  wish  to  sell,  aj^  terma  auili  I  — 
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reidjr  to  purdM»e  ki  troit  for  others,  add  the  bank  will  go  into 
itspoDsibie  handa 

And  sir,  as  I  am  a  strai^r  to  tovh  I  have  eoolosed  letters  of 
credit  from  gentlemen  that  you  probably  koow,  which  yoo  will 
pi^ne  retam  to  nie» 

I  am  truly  yours,  in  haste, 

P.  s.  rawson;' 


Oa  the  same  day  I  wrote- in  reply  the  following : 

"  Detroit,  28d  Nov.  1888. 
Si& :  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  before  me.    I  am  on  the  point 
of  leavbg  town,  and  therefore  must  answer  it  briefly. 

1  have  in  my  name  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Yp« 
silanti,  and  if  other  arrangements  are  not  perfected,  I  am  disposed 
to  transfer  it  to  any  gentleman  who  can  satisfy  me  of  his  disposi- 
tteo  and  ability  to  snpport  it.  The  capital  paid  in  is  #100,000, 
of  which  I  control  near  9-10.  If  I  sell  I  want  to  receive  ten  per 
eent  premtum  on  the  whole  amount  of  stock. 

As  I  am  at  present  in  great  haste,  I  must  beg  you  to  excuse 
me  for  not  goin^  more  into  detail. 

I  say  to  you  frankly,  thfit  I  will,  without  reserve,  inquire  into 
the  validity  of  the  recommendations  which  you  have  done  me  the 
favor  of  enclosing,  and  if  they  ^re  satisfactory,  and  the  arrange- 
ment  now  on  hand,  (I  refer  to  one  contemplated  with  an  eastern 
bank,)  be  not  consutnmated,  I  will  enter  into  a  negotiation  with 
you. 

In  haste,  but 

Yery  respectfully, 

Your  oVt  serv't, 

T.  ROMEYN.* 


At  this  time  I  did  not  know  Mr.  Rawson,  except  very  slightly. 
A  tiote  of  Mr.  Rawson'al  for  some  amount,  had  been  put  into  my 
hands  the  day  before,  as  collateral  security  for  an  endorsement, 
but  I  took  a  guaran'ee  from  the  person  delivering  it,  and  niade 
ttfy  slight  inquiries  as  to  Mr.  Rawson,  and  did  not  retain  the  note 
but  a  short  time.  As  to  his  history  and  occupation,  I  knew  no- 
thing. The  letters  of  recommendation  which  he  enclosed,  were 
of  a  satisfoctory  kind,  t  shall  allude  to  these  nrore  particularly 
-IfeiBdfter. 

Before  leaving  Detroit,  and  on  the  above  day,  I  saw  Mr.  Raw- 

'BM,  who  told  me  that  he  was  peon  but  that  he  had  been  acting 

for  some  time  as  agent  for  some  highly  respectable  men,  who 

^irtredbsironB  of  engaging  more  extensively  than  they  had  dboe, 
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ia  westero  op^mtioDS ;  thai  be  had  purchased  large  anKMuits  of 
flour  and  wheat,  and  other  produce  lo  Ohio,  and  latterly  io  Mi- 
cbigapy  and  that  he  bad  ei^perienced  great  difficuky  from  the  loa- 
bility  and  unwillingness  of  the  banks  to  discount  drafts  for  him ; 
that  some  of  his  friends  and  those  for  whom  be  acted,  had  formed 
a  company,  and  were  desirous  of  concfentratin£  their  means  io  a 
bank,  and  operating  through  it,  and  that  he  could  advance  tSOyOOO 
in  cash  towards  sustaining  the  bank  after  paying  for  its  stock.  I 
replied  that  I  would  think  over  the  matter  and  would  write  to  him 
from  Buffalo.  Accordingly,  I  did  write  from  that  places  as  fol- 
lows; 

'<£ii/d^  iVovcmfer  SO,  1898. 
Dear  Sik — 

1  wrote  to  you  a  few  days  since  very  briefly,  oo  the  subject  of 
selling  the  Ypsilanti  bank. 

I  have  been  for  some  time  satisfied  that  the  bank  will  not  an- 
swer the  purpose  of  those  for  whom.it  was  (H'iginally  purchased^ 
by  me,  as  its  circulation  must  be  limited  to  the  amount  of  its  ca* 
pital  stock  paid  in,  but  the  Bank  Commissioner  has  assured  me 
that  any  of  its  notes  loaned  to  other  institutions^  will  be  debited 
to  it  as  circulation.  I  will  make  you  a  proposition,  subject,  how- 
ever, to  the  contingency  of  the  alteration  of  a  <»ntract  with  the 
bank  already  spoken  of. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Ba^k  of  Ypsilanti .  paid  in,  is  SiOOi- 
000. 

The  circulation  is  about  960,000.  The  bank  is  indebted  to  the 
City  bank  of  Buffalo  in  the  sum  of  1 10,000,  lor  which  a  bill  has 
been  drawn  on  New  York :  collateral  to  this,  the  like  amount  of 
notes  of  the  bank  has  been  deposited.  There  is  a  farther  indebt- 
edness to  the  state  of  S  10,000,  for  which  a  bill  has  been  drawn 
on  Canal  bank  of  Albany. 

There  are  very  small  amounts  due  to  depositors,  and  I  believe 
no  balances  in  favor  of  other  banks. 
I  will  sell  stock  to  the  amount  of  993,703  25,  and  surrender  the 
the  banJL 

for  my  services  in  the  premises,  and  the  respoo- 
by  me,  I  expect  ten  per  cent  more  than  the  par 
lount  of  stock. 

the  payment  of  all  the  drafts  that  may  be  made 
e  transfer,  on  receiving  from  the  bank  funds  siiffi- 
iem« 

payooent  all  notes  which  may  have  been  disoooo- 
since  I  assumed  the  control  of  it,  and  for  the  rS- 
Bike  funds  current  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  If  the 
k  are  paid  to  me,  I  will  take  care  to  give  them  a 
• 
of  you,  that  you  cause  the  old  notes  of  the  baak 
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Id  be  deftstytd^tod  not  rcKitsiAsd,  ts  I  procnifed  Mr.  Tred^l 
(when  I  purchased  from  him,)  that  this  should  be  the  case.  Such 
are  the  leading  outlines  of  the  principles  oo  which  I  was  wiiliu^ 
to  sell;  and  it  satisfactory  to  you,  I  thiok  we  will  have -no  dim- 
ciilty  on  my  return  in  consummating  a  bargain. 

Yoursy  dec 

THEODORE  ROMEYN.'' 


Sabsequendy  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Rawson,  in  effect,  as  follows :  (I 
have  not  retained  a  copy  of  this  letter,)  that  he  could  have  the 
bank  on  the  terms  mentioned  in  my  former  letter,  as  the  directors 
of  the  institution  in  New  York,  who  had  intended  to  use  its  notes, 
vmre  wiUiqg  to  release  me  from  my  bargain  with  them,  and  did 
not  wish  to  encumber  themselves  with  the  management  of  the 
bank,  and  I  could  not  conclude  an  arrangement  with  then*  stock* 
hoUerti  ts  individuals,  for  this  purpose ;  that  if  he  desired  to  take 
the  bank«  he  mutt  have  his  own  directors  selected,  and  all  thin^ 
prepared  for  a  complete  change,  as  I  wouM  reitain  no  responsibi- 
iity,  and  would  give  full  notice  of  the  change. 

On  my  way  home,  T  received  at  Buflbk>  a  line  from  him,  sim- 
ply stating  that  he  was  entirely  prepared. 
.  The  oMy  persons  whose  names  I  recollected  as  having  been 
mentioRed  to  me  by  him  as  his  friends  in  this  matter,  were  Mr. 
Maynard  and  Mr.  Gill.  The  former  I  supposed,  and  certainly 
'understood,  was  a  resident  of  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  the 
latter  of  Columbus,  Obio»  I  inquired,  and  was  informed  as  to 
both  of  these,  thai  they  were  exceedingly  respectable  men.  FroOi 
the  examination' of  Mr.  Rawson  before  you,  it  appeared-  that 
Mr.  Maynard  is  a  resident  of  Chenango  county.  Of  this  gen- 
tleman, I  ktiow  nothing.  My  inquiries  were  as  to  a  difi^ent 
person* 

I  renamed  home  on  the  24th  day  of  December.  On  the  28tfa 
I  transferred  to  Mr.  Rawson  and  to  others,  according  to  his  dl- 
Dec6o&s,  all  my  stock  in  the  bank.  A  scrip  for  about  #15,000 
was  not  in  my  possession  at  the  time,  but  as  I  considered  it  sub- 
ject to  my  control,  it  was  assigned  with  the  rest,  with  full  notice 
of  the  fact  of  its  having  been  subjected  to  a  temporary  hypothi»- 
caition. 

The  mode  of  transfer  was  as  follows :  the  stock  was  transfer- 
red upon  the  books,  and  the  old  officers  and  directors  resigned. 
A  new  board  was  chosen,  who  passed  upon  certain  paper.  Mr. 
BawsoB  tbeo  gi^ve  me  in  payment  for  my  stock,  an  equal  amount 
of  the  old  discounted  paper  of  the  bank.  I  wish  it  distinctly  un- 
dantood,  that  neither  mjrself,  nor  any  old  director,  examined  the 
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tteur  paper  6ffered  for  discount,  or  bad  in  anjr  way  any  thii^  to 
do  with  it. 

You  will  recollect  that  I  had  taken  from  the  bank  f25,000  of 
its  notes.  These  I  brought  back  with  me.  Mr.  Tracy  declined 
to  receive  them,  or  to  give  me  up  my  receipt,  lest  the  matter 
should  be  afterwards  misrepresented.  I  accordingly  gave  them 
to  Mr.  Rawson,  and  not  satisfied  with  taking  up  my  reoeiplf  I 
took  from  him  an  acknowledgment  of  the  delivery  to  him  oi  the 
whole  amount,  whicli  was  exhibited  to  you  and  admitted  by 
him. 

At  the  saoie  time,  or  the  next  day,  the  directors  ordered  the 
execution  of  the  agreement  accompanying  this  commuoicatioil, 
marked  B,  by  which  I  assumed  tbe  payment  of  all  the  drafts  of 
the  bapk.    This  instrument  speaks  for  itself. 

The  mode  of  transfer  was  the  same  that  was  adopted  whee  I 

Curcbased.    In  both  oases  the  inteation  was  to  leave  all  reapomi- 
ility  with  the  new  directors. 

Mr.  Rawson  wished  me  to  take  the  premiam  on  the  slock  in 
some  paper  which  he  hetd.  I  objected  as  not  koowing  the  oauMt. 
He  then  proposed  that  I  should  take  certain  stocks  of  a  third 
person,  and  after  some  hesitation)  I  acceded  to  this,  and  took 
them,  as,  at  the  time,  there  was  a  prospect  of  converting  them 
into  money. 

.  I  have  now  stated  to  you  with  entire  frankness,  all  the  circom« 
stances  connected  with  my  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  cKoCrol  of 
the  bank,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  carried  into  eSecL 
While  no  one  will  deny  my  le^l  right  to  seJI  bank  stock  to  an^ 
person  who  would  pay  me  for  it,  I  am  ready  to  admit  my  obb- 
gation  to  the  community  to  see  that  the  control  of  the  tnstitatioii 
went  into  safe  and  responsible  bands.  I  now  wish  yoa  to  refer 
to  the  letters  of  recommendation  which  Mr»  RawaoD  brought  to 
roe.  (Schedule  A.)  You  will  find  them  to  be  from  peraent  of 
different  states ;  you  will  see  that  they  speak  of  him  while  yel  a 
youth,  and  follow  him  down  to  the  present  time,  dniittg  fifteen 
successive  years ;  and  that  they  all  concur  in  th6ir  testtOMay  as  to 
his  integrity  and  respectability.    The  reprssentations  whieh  Ik 

Eve  of  his  backers  in  the  business,  were  entirehr  satisfeetery ; 
had  with  him  a  letter  of  credit  for  $30,000  of  money,  and  I 
submit  to  you,  under  the  cirdunstanees,  if  I  was  not  entirely  jus- 
tifiable in  treating  with  him.  Since  the  transfer,  he  has  exUbiled 
to  n)e  a  formal  power  of  attorney  firom  A»  K.  Maynaffd,  r^ularlv 
executed  and  authenticated,  aothorixing  tbe  purchase  of  tM  itoa 
of  the  bank,  and  also  of  a  miU^ 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  my  conduct  since  the  traasfer  ef  tke 
bank. 

It  will  be  recoliected  that  Mr*  HopkidB  deetined  to  ^t  at  oasi^ 
ier.    Mr.  R.  Lockwood  had  been  in  the  bank  for  some  time,  and 
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Ifeqaested  him  to  stay  uotil  matters  were  settled,  as  be  was  ac< ' 
quaioted  with  the  situ  tion  of  the  bank,  and  I  had  full  confideooe 
in  his  capacity  and  int^rity^  and,  as  my  own  liabiKiies  on  die 
drafts  of  the  bank  were  large,  i  was  desirous  of  having  some  one 
with  whom  I  was  acquainted  remain  there  temporarily.  Ho 
agreed  to  stay  for  a  iew  days,  and  for  a  few  days  only. 

:  I  soleainly  declare  thai  from  the  time  cS  my  resignatbn  as  di- 
reotorr  on  the  28th  day  of  Deoember,  I  oe^^^  interaieddled  with 
the  afiairs  of  the  bank,  in  any  way  whaterer.  I  kept  entirety 
aloof  from  it,  and  know  nothing  of  its  operations,  except  as  to  the 
amount  of  its  redemptions,  as  they  were  mefitiooed  to  fne  incident 
tally  by  Mn  Lockwood  and  others. 

The  day  after  the  ass^oment  of  the  stock,  I  received  95.000 
in  specie,  which  I  gave  to  the  bank,  and  ior  which  I  received  n^ 
thing  but  an  open  credit.  This  specie  was  used  by  the  bank  in 
its  redemptions,  and  I  never  received  anything  but  ordiimry  coun- 
try funds  for  it. 

I  proposed  to  a  friend  to  take  the  order  on  the  Buffalo  city 
bank,  for  the  money  there  deposited,  and  disburse  it  westward, 
where  it  would  have  a  good  circulation,  and  pay  the  draft  due 
that  bank.  He  referred  it  to  his  partner  at  Bufeuo.  Before  any 
answer  was  received*  I  wrote  again,  arranging  in  another  quar-> 
ter  for  the  payment  of  the  draft,  which  has  been  taken  upv  and  en- 
cloaing  an  order  for  the  bills  deposited  in  the  bank ;  as  I  found 
that  such  an  increase  of  western  circulation  might  operate  disad* 
vantageoQsly.  I  am  advised  that  but  a  part  of  these  have  been 
circulated  ;  the  rest  are  on  my  hands. 

Of  the  cither  drafts  assunoed  by  me  to  a  large  amount,  all,  ex- 
cept about  ^H^OOO,  have  been  fMrovided  for. 

Of  the  discounted  paper  assigned  to  mo  to  pay  these  drafts,  I 
have  only  received  about  one  hundred  dollars.  A  small  amount 
was  taken  in  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  which  are  still  on 
my  hands*  flind  about  three  hundred  dollars  were  paid  imo  the 
bank  to  my  credit,  where  it  remains,  being  covered  by  the  injunc* 
tion. 

Of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  paid  to  me  in  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
(also  for  the  purpose  of  paving  these  drafts)  about  eight  thousand 
dollars  were  paid  into  the  farmers'  and  i\]echanics'l>ank  of  this 
city.  As  soon,  as  I  onderstood  that  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  was 
made  the  object  of  suspicion  and  remark,  and  that  her  notes  were' 
returned  to  her  counter  constantly  for  redemption,  I  went  to  the 
above  bank  and  withdrew  every  dollar  she  had,  being  about  four 
thousand  dollars,  which  notes  are  still  in  my  handsL 

.  I  loaned  to  a  gentleman  of  this  city  five  hundred  dollars,  which 
were  not  used  by  him,  white  the  bank  was  in  good  credits  and 
which  I  Am  expected  to  take  back. 

To  another  I  paid  four  hundred  dtdlars,  which  was  immediate- 
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]y  seot  borne  to  the  \mnkf  contrary  to  iny  expectatioaB*  mod  tbers 
redeemed. 

To  another  I  loaned  one  thoasand  dollars^  but  requested  him 
not  to  use  it  immediately,  as  it  might  prejudice  the  bank.  He  did 
90,  and  the  money  perished  on  his  banids*  Voluntarily  I  oAer- 
ed  to  return  bis  note ;  so  that  tbb  will  be  my  loss. 

To  another  I  advanced  five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  nooment  I 
received  information  of  the  discredit  of  the  paper,  I  wrote  to  bira 
a  note  requesting  the  return  of  the  money. 

Except  a  very  few  hundred  dollars  disbursed  by  me  in  small 
suoEis,  I  used  none  of  the  money  except  as  above  stated. 

I  challenge  any  individual  to  come  forward  and  say  that  I  have 
been  instrumental  in  extenditig  tho  circulation  of  the  notes  c4*tbe 
bank  except  as  above  stated*  Let  any  man  who  has  received 
tbem  from  me  answer. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  paid 
to  me,  more  than  one  half  perished  on  my  hands. 

I  now  come  to  speak  of  my  conduct  while  the  bank  was  mak- 
ing its  last  efibrt 

Mr.  Lockwood  brought  to  me  a  note  for  ten  thousand  dollars, 
that  had  been  discountol  at  the  bank^  and  wished  me  to  procure 
its  rediscount  I  was  satbfied  this  was  impossible;,  but  told  bim 
I  would  make  the  efibrt.  The  only  thii^  which  I  could  do,  was 
to  exchange,  temporarily,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  to  the 
amount  offive  thousand  dollars,  for  other  money ;  which  I  did, 
by  pledging  my  own  private  property  and  individual  credit  for 
the  return  of  the  sum  advanced.  All  this  went  to  the  Bank  of 
Ypsilanti,  and  all  that  I  hold  for  it  is  the  like  amount  of  their  own 
depreciated  paper,  and  the  ten  thoosand  dollar  note  at>ove  men* 
tioned. 

I  also  went  to  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  and  Idl  with  her  teller 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  redeem  what  Ypsilanti  money 
might  be  ofiered  at  her  counter.  'l*his  amount  is  also  on  my 
hands. 

I  was  induced  to  make  the  last  exertion  for  the  bank,  because 
I  had  a  direct  interest  in  sustaining  her  credit  not  only  from  my 
recent  connection  with  her,  but  from  the  amount  of  her  money  in 
my  hands.  I  did  it  in  good  faith,  ui^ged  to  it  by  her  oflk^ers,  and 
aMured  by  them»  that  a  large  amount  of  Ohb  and  other  fondt 
were  daily  expected.  I  did  it,  after  unfavorable  rumors  had 
come  to  my  ears,  and  against  the  advice  of  friends.  The  resoh 
of  the  wbote  is,  that  I  have  never  circulated  but  a  small  amount 
of  the  notes  of  the  bank;  that  at  my  own  risk,  I  prevented  their 
cihsulation  in  numerous  instances,  thereby  incurring  loss  myself; 
and  that  I  have  supplied  her  whh  exchanges  from  my  own  re- 
sources, and  to  my  own  disadvantage,  to  nearly  the  amonnt  of 
all  that  I  bave  used.    If  the  notes  oftbe  bank  are  wortbleis»  thro 
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I  am  a  direct  loier  lo  the  amount  of  tbousands  by  my  coimectioii 
with  hen 

You  have  dow  a  statement  of  all  my  connexions  with  the  Bank 
of  Ypsilanti,  and  I  am  sure  ttiat  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say 
that  it  is  in  every  respect  confirmed  by  all  the  testimony,  oral  and 
written^  which  has  been  elicited  on  this  subject 

It  only  remains  that  t  speak  of  what  I  have  said  and  done  pub' 
licfy  in  this  matter. 

Before  I  assumed  the  control  of  the  bank,  I  mentioned  to  your- 
self that  I  had  it  in  contemplation,  and  did  the  same  to  Mr.  Frit- 
chetie. 

So  soon  as  it  had  passed  into  my  hadds,  I  wrote  to  you,  advi^ 
sing  you  of  the  fact,  that  I  alone  was  responsible  for  its  manage* 
noent 

I  gave  the  same  information  to  all  the  Detroit  banks. 

Immediately  upon  my  return,  I  announced  to  all  who  spoke  to 
me  on  the  subject,  my  intention  of  relinquishing  the  management 
of  the  bank. 

When  I  had  done  so,  I  advised  the  Detroit  banks  of  it,  and  all 
the  agents  and  correspondents  of  the  bank  were  advised  of  it,  and 
every  thing  was  done  to  give  full  publicity  to  the  matter., 

So  soon  as  I  heard  of  unfavorable  rumors  concerning  the  bank, 
I  advised  the  Bank  Commissioner  of  them.  Yourself  was  absent, 
and  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Bell  and  requested  him  to  go  and  examine  its 
affairs.  He  declined,  as  it  vras  out  of  his  district.  I  went  mv- 
self  to  the  Attorney  (jeneral,  and  asked  him  to  attend.*  Tiie 
examination  was  finally  made  by  you  and  Mr.  Morey.  Your- 
self can  say  whether  I  did  not  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
aid  it. 

Before  concluding  this  Communication,  I  wish  to  say  one  word 
about  an  individual  whose  name  has  been  connected  with  the 
Bank  of  Vpsilanti.  I  refer  to  Mr.  Lewis  Godard.  While  I  was 
interested  in  the  bank,  Mr.  G.  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  directly 
or  indirectly.  He  is  interested  in  a  valuable  property  in  the  vih 
lage  of  Ypsilanti,  and  had  just  finished  a  large  flouring  mill.     I 

}>romi8ed  him  all  such  accommodations  as  he  would  be  entitled  to 
rom  the  nature  of  his  business,  but  nothing  more ;  and  even  this 
was  not  granted  to  him.  Except  in  the  Detroit  city  bank,  I  ne- 
ver held  a  dollar  of  stock  in  any  bank  in  which  he  was  interestedt 
until  a  few  weeks  a^o.  In  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  he  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  has  had  any  interest.  Of  his  agency  for  the  bank, 
since  I  went  from  it,  I  knew  nothing  until  the  matter  was  detailed 
to  us  by  Mr.  Lockwood  and  Mr.  lUwson. 

I  have  now  ^ven,  as  fully  and  particularly  as  I  could,  a  state* 
ment  of  all  affiiirs  which  connect  me  with  ttie  Bank  of  Yprilanti, 

^IIolitMil  the  d^r  after  fheMok  vtoppted  piyment. 
86 
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Yourself  can  bear  witness  to  the*  fieu^t,  that  they  are  corroborated 
by  every  entry  in  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  by  all  collateral  and 
extrinsic  testimony.    Thev  go  to  show, 

1st.  That  the  control  ot  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  was  purchased 
by  me  in  good  faith,  and  in  an  open  and  honorable  manner. 

2d.  That  while  I  held  the  control,  its  affairs  were  eoaducted 
fairly  and  prudently. 

3d  That  my  transfer  of  it  was  bona  fide  and  absoh]te,'and  jus* 
tified  by  circumstances. 

4th.  That  since  its  transfer,  I  have  been  entirely  disconnected 
with  it,  and  am  in  no  way  responsible  for  its  present  condition. 

5th.  That  I  have  in  no  manner  aided  in  expanding  its  circola- 
tion,  but  have  so  managed  for  the  safety  of  the  public  and  the  be- 
nefit of  the  bank,  as  to  be  myself  a  loser. 

6th.  That  nothing  has  been  done  covertly,  or  under  the  rose ; 
but  full  publicity  has  always  been  given  by  roe  to  every  act  con- 
nected with  it. 

7th.  That  I  have  invited  and  aided  the  investigation  of  the 
whole  affair. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  ask  of  you  that  you  will  excuse  me  Air 
sending  you  such  a  long  communication,  and  one  entering  so  much 
into  details.  It  is  due  to  myself  and  to  the  public  that  fratidt,  if 
any,  should  be  traced  home,  and  that  blame  should  attach  where 
it  belongs. 

THEODORE  ROMEYN. 
State  op  Michigan,  ) 

Wayne  County.      ) 

On  this  30th  January,  1839,  personally  appeared  before  me, 
Theodore  Romeyn,  who  being  duly  sworn,  made  oath  that  the 
matters  and  things  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  communication  to 
Alpheus  Fetch,  Bank  Commissioner,  &c.  are  true,  to  the  best  uf 
his  knowledge  and  belief. 

L  S.  ROWLAND, 
Nat.  Pub.,  W.  C.y  M. 


(B.) 

StATB  op  MlGHIflAM ,  ) 

County  of  Wayne^    ^  ^ 

Spencer  Kellogg,  of  the  city  of  Ulica,  in  the  coimty  of  Obeida, 
and  state  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  a  di- 
rector in  the  Bank  of  Central  New  York,  at  Utica  aforesaid.  In 
September  Inst,  an  ajjreement  was  enteredinto  between  said  Bank 
of  ('etitral  iXevv  York  ami  'i'heodore  Romeyn,  that  the  latter 
should  furnisli  notes  of  the  iiauk  of  Ypsilanli  to  the  amount  of 
.*?H)0,00(K  to  the  Bank  of  Central  New  York,  which  notes  should 
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be  9iQiQned  payable  at  the  latter  iMuokt  and  abould  ba  redeemad 
by  itt  for  which  certain  advances  were  to  be  made  to  wu4  Baok 
of  Ypsilanti.  In  pursuance  of  thia  agreement,  a  formal  contract 
was  entered  into  between  the  parties  some  time  in  October  last^ 
and  the  Bank  of  Central  New  York  proceeded  to  make  arrange** 
ipenlB  for  the  procuring  of  a  plate  for  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Vpsi* 
lantiy  payable  at  its  own  office,  and  made  some  advances  to  ib^ 
said  Bank  of  Ypsilanti. 

That,  in  December  last,  said  Romeyn  visited  Utica  a  second 
time»  and  mentioned  that  difficulties  bad  arisen  in  carrying  out  the 
contemplated  arrai^ment ;  whereupon,  and  after  consultation  and 
deliberatioDi  the  original  agreement  was  abandoned,  and  said  Ro- 
meyn advised  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Central  New  York, 
as  deponent  was  told  by  said  president,  of  bis  intention  of  trans- 
ferring to  others  all  his  interest  io  said  bank  of  Ypsilanti. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  the  arrangement  between  said 
banks  as  aforesaid  was  actually  entered  into  as  above,  and  that 
the  whole  was  in  good  faith,  and  that  deponent  ha?  no  doubt  but 
that  it  would  have  been  carried  out  but  for  difficulties  that  were 
not  foreseen  at  the  time  of  making  said  contract  or  agreenient* 
Said  Romeyn  is  now  a  stockholder  in  said  Bank  of  Central  New 
Yorki  and  this  deponent  believes  that  in  all  respects  in  the  trans- 
actions  aforesaid,  said  Romeyn's  conduct  was  fair,  frank  and  ho* 
norable. 

SPENCER  KELLOGG. 

Swora  to  and  subscribed  before  me  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  this 
18th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1830. 

CHAS.  HENRY  STEWART. 
Not.  Public,  w.  a 


(C.) 

Detroit,  March  26,  ISB9. 
In  committee  of  investigation,  T.  Ronoeyn  sworn,  saith : — Mr. 
Jaudon  was  to  have,  if  the  arrangements  had  been  carried  out  as 
proposed  by  the  Bank  of  Centnil  New  York,  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  of  stock;  however,  as  they  never  were  con- 
summated, witness  thinks  no  stock  was  transferred ;  there  might 
have  been  an  amount  transferred  to  him,  and  thinks  upon  second 
thought  the  amount  was  so  transferred,  as  witness  re- transferred 
it,  according  to  a  power  of  attorney  given  to  witness,  on  .file 
among  the  papers  of  the  bank.  The  indebtedness  of  the  Bank  of 
Ypsilanti  to  the  Central  bank  of  New- York  has  been  cancelled, 
and  they  are  no  longer  holden  for  it.  Never  saw  the  stock  notes 
put  in  by  Rawson  until  he  went  to  the  examination  with  Felch, 
the  Bank  Commissioner.     Witness  says  that  the  rumor  in  circu- 
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httion  respecting  Rawson^s  writii^  witness,  requesthig  him  to  pay 
him  ior  swearing  false,  &c.  &c.  is  unqualifiedly  false,  without  the 
least  shadow  of  foundation.  Witness  avers  that  he  had  no  inter- 
est whatever  in,  or  control  over,  the  Ypsilanti  bank  since  the  29th 
December,  except  an  earnest  desire  that  the  institution  might  be 
sustained,  and  he  exerted  himself  to  help  sustain  it  Kawson, 
when  he  proposed  to  purchase,  stated  to  witness  that  he  was  au- 
thorized to  do  9Q  by  Maynard  and  Colter — ^witness  saw  his  pow- 
ers of  attorney  after  the  bank  stopped ;  witness  also  saw  some 
notes  of  Maynard  in  hands  of  Rawson,  who  told  witness  that  they 
were  Qoi  to  be  used  if  there  were  enough  of  other  notes. 

T.  ROMEYN. 


StATB  op  MiCHIOAIf,      ) 

Cauniy  rf  Washtenaw^  \ 


(D.) 
ss. 


Philo  S.  Rawson  bein^  duly  sworn  on  oath,  says  that  he  is  a 
director  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  and  on  Saturday  last,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  board  of  directors,  cashier  pro  tem. 

Deponent  saith  that  he  became  a  stockholder  in  said  bank  on 
the  28th  day  of  last  December,  and  has  also  since  that  time  act- 
ed as  the  agent  of  A.  K.  Maynard,  John  Colter,  Charles  Bamardi 
A.  F.  Carr,"S.  S.  Phelps,  R/F.  Field,  Abram  Van  Camp  and  H. 
Gilli  who  are  also  stockholders.  Deponent  purchased  the  stock 
held  by  the  individuals  above  named,  on  the  day  above  men- 
tioned, of  Theodore  Romeyn*  The  above  mentioned  individuals 
now  own  a  majority^  of  the  stock  of  the  bank.  The  object  of 
purchasing  the  controlling  stock  of  the  bank  was  to  obtain  facili- 
ties in  the  purchase  of  wheat,  and  in  the  provision  business.  The 
purchase  was  made  by  deponent  as  the  agent  of  the  above  named 
mdividuals.  Deponent  had  had  correspondence  with  some  of 
these  individuals  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock  of  a  Michi- 

Sin  bank,  without  naming  any  particular  bank.  A  bonus  of  ten 
ousand  dollars  was  paid  to  Mr.  Romeyn  by  deponent,  which, 
added  to  the  amount  paid  in  on  the  stock  so  transferred,  made  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Romeyn.  For  the  purpose  of  paying  the  amount,  deponent  re- 
ceived promissory  notes,  a  list  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  mar- 
ked A,  They  were  received  by  letter  from  said  Maynard  and 
Colter.  When  Mr.  Romeyn  made  the  transfer  of  the  stock,  new 
directors  were  chosen  and  sworn  into  office.  The  notes  nriention- 
ed  in  the  list  annexed,  were  presented  to  the  new  board,  who  or- 
dered them  to  be  received  and  substituted  instead  of  other  paper 
then  in  the  bank.  This  was  done,  and  the  paper  so  received  was 
given  up  by  deponent  to  said  Romeyn,  for  the  amount  of  ninety- 
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eight  thocwaod  doilanr  aforesaid  The  boDua  of  ten  thoaaand  dol- 
lara  was  paid  by  giving  a  note  to  a  third  person,  who»  in  conside- 
ration of  the  sanne,  paid  the  annount  to  Mn  Romeyn. 

Deponent  also  had  directions  by  letter  from  Maynard  and  Col- 
ter, to  draw  on  the  Owego  bank  and  the  Steuben  bank  for  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  after  the  purchase  of  the  bank  stock  as 
above  recited,  he  made  drafts  to  that  amount  and  deposited  them 
in  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti.  They  were  passed  to  deponent's  cre- 
dit as  agent  for  the  stockholders. 

Deponent  does  not  know  the.  signers  of  the  paper  mentioned 
in  the  annexed  schedule,  but  was  informed  by  Messrs*  Colter  and 
Maynard  that  they  were  responsible  men,  and  the  paper  good. 
None  of  the  directors  who  alfowed  the  paper  to  be  substituted  as 
above  mentioned,  knew  the  signers  or  endorsers. 

Deponent  savs  that  he  was  made  a  director  of  said  bank  on 
the  38th  day  of  December  last.  A  vote  was  passed  by  the  di- 
rectors, that  the  old  paper  of  the  bank  returned  from  circulation 
should  be  destroyed,  and  new  notes  executed  to  supply  their 
place. 

Bills  to  the  amount  of  925,000  were  destroyed  by  this  depo- 
nent, under  the  order  of  the  board,  and  new  notes  of  the  bank  to 
the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  executed,  being  signed 
by  R.  Lockwood,  as  cashier,  and  by  John  Griswold,  as  presi- 
dent. Of  the  bills  thus  signed,  thirty  thousand  dollars  or  more 
were  issued  from  the  bank.  Ten  thousand  dollars  were  received 
by  John  Griswold  for  exchange  purposes.  There  was  also  paid 
out  on  discounted  paper  as  follows : 

Three  notes  signed  James  M.  Graham,  endorsed 
by  A.  A.  Reed  ami  F.  Blake,  980,000 

Geo^  B.  Harleston's  draft  accepted  by  A.  G.  Ogden^         1,300 

A  short  time  before  the  above  mentioned  notes  were  discount- 
ed, this  deponent  applied  to  Mark  Hopkins  and  Lewis  Godard  to 
see  If  some  arrangement  could  be  made  by  advancing  bills  of  this 
bank,  to  obtain  the  means  of  redeeming  such  of  its  circulation  as 
mii^t  be  brought  in.  Hopkins  and  G^ard  went  the  next  day  to 
Toledo  and  Maumee  to  make  an  arrangement  for  that  purpose. 
They  returned  with  the  paper  above  mentioned,  and  said  that 
they  had  made  an  arrangement,  and  that  if  the  bank  would  dis- 
count the  paper  above  mentioned,  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsi- 
lanti  issued  for  that  purpose,  would  be  protected  and  kept  in  cir- 
culation in  Ohio,  and  that  this  bank  would  immediately  be  furnish- 
ed with  Ohio  and  eastern  funds  and  specie  to  one-half  the  amount. 
The  notes  for  discount  were  left  at  the  bank  by  Mr.  Godard  or 
Mr.  Griswold.  The  amount,  less  the  discount,  in  bills  of  the 
Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  was  taken  by  deponent  into  Detroit  and  de- 
livered to  said  Hopkins  and  Godard,  on  the  29th  inst.  They 
were  to  go  to  Toledo  and  Maumee,  and  return  with  funds  as 
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above  oMAlioDed.  Tbey  have  not  yet  reiurDed,  having  been  de- 
tained, aa  depooent  is  ioforcned,  by  the  absence  of  the  person  who 
was  to  furnish  the  funds,  and  no  such  funds  have  been  furoiabed. 
The  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Ypsilanti  above  mentioned ,  were  not  to 
be  put  in  circulation  unless  funds  to  half  the  amount  were  re* 
ceived  as  above  stated.  Deponent  further  saysi  that  said  Godard 
has  not  received  any  bills  of  this  bank,  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
deponent,  other  than  above  mentioned,  and  that  said  Godard  bad 
no  right  to  use  any  portion  of  the  bills  tbos  put  into  his  hands. 

Deponent  says  that  he  made  an  arrangement  about  the  first  of 
December  last  with  said  Grodardf  by  which  <he  paid  through  him 
the  bonus  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to  Mr.  Romeyn,  the  amount  of 
which  was  paid  to  said  Grodard  in  means  furnished  by  the  new 
stockholders.  This  arrangement  was  first  propused  to  Mr.  Ro- 
meyn, and  carried  into  eflS^  about  the  last  of  Deoember. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  on  the  20th  day  of  Deoember  las^ 
be  received  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  bills  of  the  bank,  and  gave  a 
receipt  for  forty-five  thousand  dollars,  including  therein  a  receipt 
for  bills  of  the  bank  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  given  previ* 
ously  by  Mr.  Romeyn.  This  amount  has  since  bwn  returned 
by  Mr.  Romeyn  and  endorsed  on  deponent's  receipt  above  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Romeyn  has  no  control  or  direction  of  the  bank,  and  has 
not,  since  the  sale  from  him,  interfered  at  all  in  its  affairs.  Said 
sale  from  him  was  bona  fide  and  in  good  faith. 

Lewis  Godard  was  to  be  paid  for  his  services  in  ^ectiag  the 
arrangement  above  mentioned,  and  was  not  to  have  the  use  of 
any  part  of  the  money. 

Deponent  had  letters  authorizing  him  to  act  aa  agent  for  the 
above  named  Maynard,  Van  Camp  and  Colter,  but  had  nodiing 
from  the  other  new  stockholders,  authorising  him  so  to  act,  nor 
had  they  ever  requested  him  to  buy  the  stock  for  them.  Their 
names  vfisre  given  deponent  by  said  Maynard  and  Colter. 

P.  S.  RAWSON. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1839. 

A.  FELCH,  BmJi  Cam^ 


(E.) 

Arba  K.  Maynard  of  Chenango  county,  N.  ¥•  being  sworn. 
saith :— he  authorized  Mr.  Rawson  by  a  formal  ()ower  of  attor- 
ney, a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  to  buy  an  institution 
for  him,  wad  furnished  him  witness'  paper  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose.    Understood  from  him  that  be 
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had  bought  the  Ypsilanti  bank  for  witness  and  othert,  in  pursu* 
ance  of  his  authority  ;  Rawson  did  not  notify  him  by  letter  of  the 
amount  of  stock  purchased  for  witness.  Saw  Rawson  in  Lock- 
port,  about  the  fifth  of  February  last,  who  there  informed  witness 
that  he  had  purchased  the  majority  of  stock  for  witness ;  the  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars  consisted  of  two  notes,  one  for  $10,000,  at  6 
months,  as  witness  best  recollects,  and  the  other  for  f20,000,  at 
12  months,  payable  at  an  eastern  bank.  Witness'  power  author 
rized  Rawson  to  buy  and  take  charge  of  an  institution,  but  noth- 
ing more  than  to  buy,  as  witness  intended  ;  it  was  a  formal  pow- 
er of  attorney,  in  the  usual  words,  and  might  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  greater  power ;  has  a  copy  of  tlie  power  and  produces  it 
in  this  examination,  dated  5th  day  of  January,  1839,  (thirty-nine;) 
witness'  paper  to  Rawson  was  furnished  at  the  time  the  power  of 
attorney  was  sent ;  both  were  sent  in  consequence  of  information 
sent  by  letter  to  witness  by  mail  from,  Rawson,  stating  his  pur- 
chase of  the  Ypsilanti  bank :  it  was  mailed  on  or  about  tlie  date 
of  powen  Rawson's  next  letter  informed  him  of  the  purchase  of 
the  bank,  and  either  then  or  subsequently,  he  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  power  of  attorney  and  notes.  In  witness*  conver* 
sation  at  Lockport  with  Rawson,  he  drew  the  conclusion  that  his 
notes  had  been  used  in  some  way  to  eflect  the  purchase.  Wit- 
ness did  not  understand  very  definitely  how  the  stock  was  paid 
for ;  Rawson  did  not  then  render  an  account  to  witness,  but  said 
the  books  would  show  all ;  said  that  the  bank  had  been  run  on 
and  had  been  obliged  to  stop ;  has  not  here  any  copy  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  him  and  Rawson.  Rawson  is  not  acting 
for  witness  now;  his  power  ceased  on  witness'  coming  here  ;  Raw- 
son  retains  the  original  power.  Since  he  came  here,  he  has  done 
all  he  could  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  bank  :  after  examining 
the  report,  and  all  else,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best 
way  he  could  manage  was  to  resuscitate  the  bank.  Rawson  had 
no  information  from  witness  about  any  of  the  notes  or  the  parties, 
except  those  which  he  furnished  as  aforesaid.  Witness  expected 
to  have  ten  thousand  dollars  in  each  of  two  banks,  Steuben  coun- 
ty and  Owego  banks,  to  sustain  the  bank,  and  wrote  Rawson  to 
that  efiect,  and  to  draw,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the 
bank,  the  funds  were  not  lodged.  No  such  notes  as  are  mention- 
ed in  schedule  A.  to  Commissioner's  report,  were  sent  by  witness; 
he  knows  none  of  the  parties  therein,  and  knows  nothing  of  the 
notes.  He  does  not  know  Colter  in  Rawson's  deposition  mention- 
ed, except  by  report.  Saw  Rawson  last,  before  the  purchase,  at 
Detroit  last  summer.  Knew  the  late  John  Griswold,  from  having 
stopped  at  the  American  last  summer ;  never  corresponded  with 
him.  Saw  the  ten  stock  notes  one  day ;  does  not  think  he  knows 
the  handwriting  of  any  of  them.     He  meant  to  have  got  the  funds 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


704  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS- 

for  the  twenty  thousand  ddlars,  into  the  eastern  banks,  by  some 
financial  arrangement. 

AREA  K.  M AYNARD. 
DdroU,  March  26,  1839. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Arba  K.  Maynard,  of 
Sherburne,  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.  have  made,  constituted  and 
appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  make,  constitute  and  appoint, 
PhiloS.  Rawson,  of  Detroit  city,  my  true  and  lawful  attorney,  fix- 
me,  and  in  my  name,  place  and  stead,  and  fur  my  use,  to  baigain 
for,  and  actually  purchase,  on  such  terms  as  to  him  shall  seem 
proper,  one  of  the  chartered  banks  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  my 
said  attorney  selecting  such  chartered  bank  as  aforesaid  as  ha 
shall  deem  most  for  my  interest,  I  hereby  giving  and  granting 
unto  him,  my  said  attorney,  full  power  and  authority  in  and  about 
the  premises,  and  generally  to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  act 
and  thing  whatsoever,  requisite  and  necessary  in  the  premises,  as 
fully  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  I  might  or  could  do  if  person- 
ally present  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  also  to  purchase  for 
me  as  aforesaid,  a  first  rate  mill  privilege  for  a  flouring  mill,  either 
with  a  flouring  mill  erected  thereon  or  without. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the 
5th  dav  of  January,  1839. 

(Copy,)  ARBA  K-  MAYNARD. 

In  presence  of 

S.    W.   CORBIN. 
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(No.  44) 

Report  of  tho  joint  select  committee  to  investigate 
the  negotiation  of  the  Five  Million  Loan. 

The  select  committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  conjunction  with  a  like  committee  appi^inted  on  the  pari 
of  the  Senate,  acting  under  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

Re^olvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates 
to  slate  loans  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  seven  mem- 
bers, with  power  to  send  for  peisqns  and  papers. 

Besolveaf  That  so  mucH  of  the  Governor's  message  as  requests 
a  committee  of  investigation  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of  the 
negotiation  of  the  $5,000,000  state  loan,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  seven,  to  be  composed  of  one  from  each  senatorial 
district,  to  be  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Senate,  with  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  fully  investigate  the  same,  and 
to  report  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  Senate. 

Resolved^  (the  Honorable  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  select 
committees  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
subject  of  the  $5,000,000  loan,  be  a  joint  committee  for  the  pur- 
poses and  with  the  powers  as  conferred  upon  said  committees,  by 
the  respective  resolutions  under  which  the  said  committees  wore 
appointed. 

Having  discharged  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  assigned 
them,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

That  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved  March  2UU  1837, 
the  Governor  was  authorized  and  directed  to  negotiate  a  loan  not 
exceeding  in  ihe  whole,  $5,000,000,  at  an  interest  not  exceedii^ 
five  and  a  half  per  centum  per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  plea-* 
sure  of  the  state,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  25  years  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  on 
the  best  and  most  favorable  ternis,  that  could,  in  his  judgment,  be 
obtained,  provided  the  certificates  of  stock  or  bonds,  which  ifi 
effecting  said  loan  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  issue,  should 
not  be  sold  less  than  their  par  value.  Under  this  act,  a  discre* 
tion  was  vested  in  the  Governor,  by  whicli  he  was  authorized  to 
make  such  arrangements,  contracts  and  agreements,  in  behalf  of 
the  people  of  this  state,  as  in  his  judgment  would  secure  the  pay* 
ment  and  safe  transmission  of  the  moneys  as  should  arise  from 
the  sale  of  said  bonds  or  certificates.  All  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Governor  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act,  were 
provided  for,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  for  internal  improve* 
ment. 

87 
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At  the  suggestion  of  a  capitalist  in  the  city  of  New  York' 
through  whom  Governor  Mason  had  unsuccessfully  endeavored 
to  negotiate  the  loan,  and  who  recommended  certain  aheratiou 
in  the  act,  by  which  the  interegt  should  be  increased  to  6  per 
cent  per  annum,  and  that  both  principal  and  interest  should  be 
tfnade  payable  either  in  the  United  States  or  Europe,  as  should 
be  deemed  most  advantageous ;  by  an  act  of  the  l^islature, 
approved  November  15,  1837,  these  amendments  were  adopted. 

These  two  acts  contain  all  the  legislation  upon  the  subject.  At 
the  instance  of  the  person  alluded  to,  J.  Delafield,  Esq.,  of  New 
York,  an  attempt  was  made  to  sell  in  London,  bonds  of  the  state, 
to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  the  efforts 
to  accomplish  this  object  by  Mr.  King,  of  the  house  of  Prime, 
Ward  and  King,  were  unsuccessful.  In  the  mean  time,  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  sale  of  these  bonds  in  London,  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween Governor  Mason  and  Mr.  Dclafield,  that  the  latter  should 
advance  to  the  state  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
amount,  upon  tlie  drafts  o*"  Governor  Mason,  was  paid.  Without 
any  stipulation  which  would  warrant  it,  and  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  Governor  Mason,  these  drafts  were  met  by  bills  of 
exchange  on  London,  and  a  necessity  arose  of  remitting  funds  Co 
that  city  to  meet  these  bills,  or  suffer  the  drafts  to  be  protested, 
and  which  were  returned  dishonored. 

Bonds  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  were 
sold  to  Oliver  Newberry,  Esq.,  at  a  premium  of  six  per  centum. 
Upon  this  contract  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  and  the  premium 
of  six  per  cent  were  paid,  and  the  remaining  bonds  of  three  han- 
dred  thousand  dollars  were  returned  by  Mr.  Newberry.  In 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  between  Governor  Mason  and  E.  R.  Biddlc,  Esq.,  of  Jersey 
City,  for  the  sale  of  the  entire  amount  of  the  state  loan  to  bo 
taken  at  a  par  valuation,  and  the  sum  of  efghty  thousand  dol- 
lars advanced  to  the  state  upon  this  contract,  but  it  was  subse- 
^juentfy  vacated  by  the  inability  of  the  parties  to  meet  the  pay- 
tnenis. 

On  the  first  day  of  June  following,  a  contract  was  entered  into 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  between  Governor  Mason  and  the  Mor- 
ris canal  and  banking  company ;  for  terms  and  conditions,  refer- 
ence is  had  to  the  contract  herewith  appended,  marked  (A.)  Up- 
on this  contract  the  state  have  received  up  to  this  time,  the  sum 
of  one  million  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Bonds  to  the  full 
amount* of  the  loan  have  been  executed  and  deposited  in  the  Bank 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  8300,000  of  which,  by  a  subsequent 
Agreeme:it,  have  been  delivered  to  the  Bank  of  the"  United  States 
m  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  oUlgnlion  of  that  institution 
for  the  payment  of  that  sum  to  the  state  in  instalments,  conform- 
ing with  the  contract  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  com* 
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Gny,    The  expenses  incurred  io  negotiating  the  loan,  are  as  fol- 

Governor  Mason's  personal  expenses  to  New  York 

twice,  8927  00 

Postage  on  bonds  and  expenses  of  special  messen- 
ger to  convey  the  same  to  New  York,  325  00 

Jna  Uelafield's  account  for  printing,  &a  639  00 

Two  and  a  half  per  cent  commission  to  Morris  ca-  ' 
nal  company,  125,000  00 

Prime,  Ward  and  King's  account,  8,963  30 


«135,854  "SO 

To  which  is  to  be  added  an  unsettled  account  for  the  printing 
of  bonds  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

TKe'act  authorizing  the  $5,000,000  loan  was  imperative  in  its 
directions  and  simple  in  its  detail.  It  prescribed  the  manner  and 
condition  upon  which  the  faith  of  the  state  should  be  pledged,  and 
it  fixed  a'  value  below  which  its  stock  should  not  be  sold.  Your 
comhnittee  refer  to  the  memorandum  and  quotations  of  stocks  ap- 
pended  to  the  testimony  of  Gov.  Mason,  as  well  as  the  testimony 
Itself,  which  is,  with  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  com- 
mittee, herewith  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report,  marked  (B.) 
Your  committee  does  not  inquire  if  the  compensation  stipulated 
to  be  paid  to  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  was  exorbi- 
tant/nor whether  a  sale  of  the  bonds  could  have  been  made  on 
more  advantageous  terms ;  they  refer  to  the  act  of  the  legislature' 
as  their  only  rule  of  action. 

The  committee  do  not  discover  the  necessity  or  the  authority^ 
by  which  drafts  were  subsiitoted  for  the  notes  of  the  Morris  ca- 
nal and  banking  company,  reference  being  had  to  the  supplenfien-' 
tal  contract  herewith  appended,  and  the  payment  rn  lieu  tnereof  in 
funds  of  the  various  banks  of  Michigan. 

In  the  transmission  of  a  portion  of  the  funds  received  from  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  a  circumstance  occurred 
which,  if  consistent  with  thchr  duty,  your  committee  would  veil 
in  oblivion,  not  that  they  would  countenance  crime  or  shelter  in- 
famy. In  June  last.  Gov.  Mason  received  from  the  office  of  the 
Morris  canal  and  bankmg  company,  their  notes,  to  the  amount  ot 
9110,397  as  due  and  to  fall  due  from  that  company  under  the  con- 
tract he  had  just  madow 

This  sum  was  placed  in  a  trunk  procured  for  the  purpose,  and 
under  the  superintendence  of  Gov.  Mason,  was  brought  tp  De- 
troit. Upon  his  arrival  the  State  Treasurer  executed  to  Gover- 
nor Mason  a  receipt  f  >r  the  entire  amount,  counting  only  a  pack* 
age  of  $10,397  70.  The  irunk  with  the  entire  sum  was  then, 
deposited  by  the  Treasurer  in  the  vaults  of  the  Michigan  state 
bank. 
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Subsequently  tl^e  mooey  was  couoted,  and  a  deficiency  was 
discovered  of  <N^,630.  (tov.  Mason  immediately  advised  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company  of  the  deficit,  and  on  the  same 
day  that  his  letter  reached  the  bank»  the  amount  of  the  deficiency 
(excepting  the  sum  of  $50)  was  received  by  the  bank  throura 
the  post  office  in  the  city  of  IS' ew  York,  xour  committee,  for 
the  purpose  of  arriving  at  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  negoti- 
ation and  transmission  of  the  funds  to  the  state,  called  before  thens 
again  Gov.  Mason,  and  propounded  to  him  the  accompanying  in- 
terrogatories,  and  received  the  annexed  answers  herewith  ap-* 
pended,  marked  jJC.)  Theodore  Romeyn,  who  accompanied 
Gov.  Mason,  from  New  York,  was  also  called  before  your  com- 
mittee, and  the  interrogatories  and  answers  marked  (U.)  are  like- 
wise appended. 

The  committee  beg  leave  res[)ectfully  to  state,  that  a(\er  a  full 
examination  of  the  laws,  documents  and  correspondence  connec- 
ted with  the  negotiation,  their  attention  was  directed  to  the  ab- 
straction of  the  funds,  and  for  this  purpose  called  many  witnesses 
before  them,  and  have  accumulated  a  large  mass  o^  testimonyt 
much  of  which  is  irrelevant,  and  nothing  ^hich  would  tend  to 
identify  the  person  guilty  of  the  foul  transaction  before  a  judicial 
tribunal.  It  sleeps  in  the  bosom  of  him  who  perpetrated  the 
crime.  It  is  due  to  Gov.  Mason  and  to  the  public  to  say,  that  no 
imputation  whatever  rests  upon  \]m. 

The  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee,  together  with 
the  testimony  taken  before  them  is  herewith  submitted,  (except 
such  as  is  appended  to  this  report)  and  from  its  voluininousoess 
and  irrelevancy,  your  committee  recommend  dispensing  with  its 
publication,  but  that  it  be  placed  with  the  papers  of  this  legisla- 
ture. 

All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted. 


DOCUMENTS. 

(A.) 

Correspondence^  ^.  rekoing  to  tlie  negotiaiion  of  the  95,00(^000 

loan. 

Contract  with  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company. 
Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  this  first  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight,  between  the 

Ejople  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  by  Stevens  Thompson  Mason, 
overnor  of  the  said  stale  of  Michigan,  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
people  and  under  the  authority  of  the  stale  aforesaid,  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  a  t>ody  politic 
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and  corporat6i  for  tbemsdves  and  their  sacdessors,  of  the  second 
part. 

It  is  agreed  between  the  parties  as  above  mentioned,  as  foir 
lows  : 

First  The  parties  of  the  first  part  have  contracted  with  and 
employed  and  do  hereby  contract  with  and  employ,  the  parties  of 
the  second  part  as  agents  to  sell  the  bonds  issued  and  to  be  Itoued 
by  the  state  of  Michigan,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  legislature 
of  said  state,  entitled  **  An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  of  mo* 
ney  not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,"  approved  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  aaact 
suppfementarv  thereto,  approved  the  fifteenth  day  of  November, 
eigljteen  honclred  and  thirty-seven,  also  an  act  entitled  **An  ad 
authorizing  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  ilollars  for  the  relief 
of  the  Allegan  aqd  Marshall  railroad  company,"  and  an  act  eoti* 
tied  ''An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceedir^  one  hyt>* 
dred  thousand  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecum* 
seh  railroad  company,"  the  two  latter  approved  on  the  sixth  day 
of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  bearing  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  the 
principal  and  interest  to  be  made  payable  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  and  redeemed  at 
^any  time  after  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine  and  eigh« 
teen  hundred  and  sixty  three,  as  provided  for  by  the  aforesaid 
acts  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  to  be  sold  by  the  said 
agents,  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  at  such  times  and  in  such 
parcels,  and  either  in  this  C(  untry  or  in  Europe,  as  they  may 
deem  advisable  and  for  the  best  interest  of  those  concerned  there- 
in^ And  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  allow  to  the  parties  of 
the  second  part,  for  their  agency  and  services  in  the  premises,  and 
in  consideration  thereof,  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent 
on  the  proceeds  of  sales,  which  is  also  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  other 
expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  the  negotiation  and  sale  of  said 
bonds,  and  to  be  by  said  agents  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of 
said  sales. 

SecoQd.  The  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  have  and  deporito 
the  proceeds  of  said  sales,  and  of  any  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
the  difference  of  exchange,  in  case  the  principal  or  any  part  there- 
of shall  be  contracted  for  and  received  in  Europe,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  ready  to  be  there  delivered  lo  the  parties  of  the  first 
part,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  to 
receive  the  same,  and  they  the  parties  of  the  second  part*  hereby 
ffoaranty  the  safe  transmission  thereof  to  the  city  of  New  Yors, 
m  case  the  sales  be  made  and  payable  elsewhere,  and  they  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  further  guaranty  and  agree,  that  in  case 
the  sales  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  so  negotiated  as  that  the  whole 
proceeds  of  such  sales,  and  of  |he  benefit  of  the  exchai^  as  abore 
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meiitiiMied,  if  any*  shall  not  equal  the  par  vdoe  of  the  aggremte 
amount  of  the  bonds  sold,  they  the  parties  of  the  second  part  shall 
makeup  the  deficiency,  viz :  they  shall  and  will  allow  and  pay 
to  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  t  such  person  or  persons  aa  may 
be  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  in  addition  to  such  pro- 
ceeds, the  diflference  between  the  said  proceeds  and  the  par  value 
of  said  bonds,  after  deducting  their  commissions  as  aforesaid  oq 
the  par  value,  which  is  to  be  allowed  them  ;  and  in  case  the  sums 
realized  on  the  sale  of  the  said  bonds  shall  amount  to  par,  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  allow  and  pay  such  proceeds  in 
the  city  of  New  York  as  aforesaid,  after  deducting  their  commis- 
sions as  aforesaid,  and  the  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  and  wBI 
advance  and  pay  siwh  proceeds  In  the  city  of  New  York  as  afore- 
said, after  deducting  their  commissions  as  aforesaid*  at  the  times 
hereinaiter  mentioned*  viz :  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  be  paid  and  advanced  in  cash  on  the  execution  of  this  con- 
tract ;  one  million  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  as  may  be  reqaired 
by  the  parties  of  the  first  part  or  on  their  behalf,  the  same  being' 
subject  to  their  order  ;  and  the  residue  of  such  of  the  proceeds  as 
are  to  be  paid  over  under  this  contract,  shall  be  paid  quarterly,  in 
sums  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  each,  the  first 
payment  thereof  to  be  made  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  until  the  whole  of 
such  proceeds  shall  have  been  paid,  whether  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part  shall  be  in  funds  from  the  pn>ceeds  of  such  sales 
to  meet  the  instalments  or  otherwise.    And  in  consideration  of  the 
above  guaranty  and  stipulations  in  this  clause  mentioned,  it  is 
further  agreed  that  whatever  sum  may  be  realized  on  the  sale  of 
the  aforesaid  bonds  over  and  above  the  par  value*  such  excess,  to 
the  amount  of  five  per  cent  and  undefr*  shall  be  equally  divided 
between  the  parties  hereto.     The  parties  of  the  second  part  to  re- 
tain their  hall  thereof,  and  all  beyond  the  said  five  per  cent  shall 
be  retained  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part.     The  (x)rtions  of 
such  excess  so  to  be  retained  by  them  to  be  in  addition  to  their 
commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the  par  value  of  the 
whole  five  millions  as  aforesaid. 

Third.  The  said  bonds  shall  be  drawn  in  such  sums,  in  such 
forms*  and  be  delivered  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part  at  such 
times  as  may  be  desired  by  them  prior  to  the  instalments  becom- 
ing due ;  the  same  to  be  prepared*  nevertheless,  conformably  with 
the  laws  authoriz'ng  the  issuing  thereof. 

Fourth.  One  million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  said 
bonds  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  on 
the  execution  of  this  contract,  and  such  further  delivery  of  the 
bonds  is  from  time  to  time  to  be  made  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part,  as  always  to  put  them  in  possession  of  one  million  of 
doliars  m  bonds  in  advance  of  the  payment  by  them  ttctuaily  made 
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to  the  said  parties  of  tho  first  part*  or  the  person  or  persons  ati- 
ihorized  to  receive  the  same. 

Fifth.  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  are  to  have  the  option 
of  paying  over  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  balance  of  five  mil- 
lions ot  dollars,  deducting  thereout  their  commission  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  or  any  part  of  such  balance^  and  receiving  the  resi- 
due of  the  bonds  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  on  thirty  days'  notice, 
to  be  given  in  writing  to  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  of  the 
state ;  and  whatever  may  remain  to  be  paid,  if  any,  shall  be  paid 
over  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
as  soon  thereafter  as  the  whole  bonds  can  be  disposed  of  and  re* 
alized  and  the  account  closed. 

Sixth.  It  is  further  agreed  that  all  and  singular,  the  bonds  of 
five  millions  of  dollars  above  mentioned,  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  at  their  banking  house  in  Jersey  pity,  in 
the  state  of  New  Jersey.  And  it  is  further  agreed  and  under- 
stood, in  consideration  of  tlie  premises  and  more  particularly  of 
the  above  guarantees  entered  into  by  the  parties  of  the  second 
part,  that  this  agency  shall  be  irrevocable,  and  shall  continue  ill 
full  force  until  all  the  services  and  stipulations  herein  mentioned 
shall  be  fully  performed  and  consummated. 

In  witness  whereof.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  said 
state,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  said  state  of 
Michigan,  has  ht-reunto  set  his  hand  and  afllxed  his  seal>  and  the 

Carties  oi  the  second  part  have  caused  their  corporate  seal  to  be 
ereunto  aflixed  and  attested  by  their  vice-president  and  cashier, 
the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON,  [l.  s.] 
The  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company, 
By  E  R.  BIDD1.E,  VicePresidem,  [l. s.] 
In  presence  of 

Ch.  B.  Buroh, 
Waltss  BnT8,jr. 
Atlest :  Isaac  Gibson,  Cashier. 


Supplementary  agreement  relative  to  Internal  Improvement  Loaru 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  entered  into  this  4th 
day  of  June«  A.  D.  1838,  by  Stevens  T.  Mason,  Govemr  r  of 
the  state  of  Michigan,  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  com- 
panv. 

Whereas,  the  said  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  have 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Stevens  1\  Mason,  the  sum  of  one 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  an  amount  of  Michi- 
gan six  per  cent  bonds  equal  at  par  to  that  sum  : 

Now,  in  consideration  of  such  payment  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
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Stevens  T.  Mason  does  hereby  agree  to  receiTO  said  sum  of  one 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  the  notes  of  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  and  to  disburse  them  so  far  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  state  of  Michigan  may  allow,  as  follows,  to  wit : 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  on  or  about  first  day  of 
August  next ;  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  or  about  the  first 
day  of  September  next,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the 
first  days  of  each  of  the  ensuing  months. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Stevens  T.  Mason  has  hereunto 
set  his  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  vear  first  above  written. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON,  [l.  s.] 


Morris  Canal  Compant/s  agreement  for  ninety  day  drafts. 

Whereas,  the  .Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  have  cofh 
tracted  with  the  honorable  S.  T.  Mason,  Governor  of  the  state  6[ 
Michi^n,  to  sell  the  bonds  of  said  state,  and  have  a  commissioa 
for  said  agency,  as  stipulated  in  a  contract  bearing  date  the  firat 
day  of  June,  1838. 

And  where. \  it  was  agreed  and  understood  between  tl)e  par- 
ties that  the  Iviurris  canal  and  banking  company,  should  pay  cer- 
tain  sums  of  money  on  account  of  sale  of  said  bonds,  on  first  day 
of  August  next,  also  on  first  day  of  September,  October,  Novem- 
ber, Etecember,  January,  February,  March  and  April  following. 

And  whereas,  it  is  represented  by  John  Norton,  jr.  Esq.,  cash- 
ier of  State  Bank  of  Michigan,  fiscal  agent  of  said  state,  and  act- 
ing in  behalf  of  Governor  Mason,  with  his  full  power,  that  it  will 
better  promote  the  interest  of  the  state  and  internal  improvement 
fund,  to  transfer  money  to  be  received  on  account  of  above  pay- 
ments, to  the  treasurer  of  said  state,  by  drawing  bills  from  Detroit 
to  New  York,  to  be  accepted  by  Morris  canal  and  banking  com- 
pany, than  to  transfer  the  amount  from  iXew  York  to  Michigan, 
as  was  intended  to  be  done,  (when  contract  was  executed)  in 
bank  bills. 

It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  and  understood,  by  and  between 
the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  and  said  John  Norton, 
junion  acting  in  behalf  of  said  Governor  Mason,  that  said  John 
Norton,  shall  draw  bills  from  Detroit  on  the  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  payable  at  an  average  of  not  less  than  ninety 
days,  after  aforesaid  instalments  severally  become  due  and  paya- 
ble. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that 
said  bills,  when  drawn  in  conformity  with  foregoing  stipulations, 
and  by  authoritv  of  Governor  Mason,  shall  be  accepted  and  paid 
by  AvNrria  canal  and  banking  company. 
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And  h  18  further  agreed  bj  said  NortoDy  that  in  conirideratioQ 
of  these  f>reMift8,  and  especially  in  consideration  of  said  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company  accepting  when  presented,  and  pay^ 
ing  said  bills  when  due,  for  amount  of  each  instalment,  they  shall 
foe  considered  and  received  as  payment  in  full  for  the  several  in- 
itatments,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  each  payment  was 
made  in  cash,  on  the  day  they  are  understood  to  be  doe,  by  the 
original  understanding  and  agreement* 

JOHN  NORTON,  Janior. 
E.  R.  BIDDLE,  Vice-Pres^ 
of  Morris  canal  and  bankii^  company. 
New  York  l^A  July,  1888. 
In  presence  of 
M.  Gbiswold. 


S.  T.  Mason  to  E.  JR.  BiddJe,  Novi  8,  1888. 

New  York,  November  8»  1888. 
Dbab  Sim — ^Tbe  approaching  session  of  our  state  legislature 
foquires  that  I  should  be  prepared  to  present  the  state  of  the 
ageney  of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  for  the  negotia- 
tion of  95,000,000  under  my  contract  of  May  lait^  You  wiH« 
therefore,  oblige  me,  by  furnishing  a  full  statement  of  the  sale  of 
bonds  up  to  this  date  by  your  company ;  and  at  the  same  time  I 
should  be  pleased  to  receive  such  general  suggestions  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  be  presented  to  the  legislature,  as  would  be  calculated  to 
promote  the  measure  entrusted  to  your  care. 

I  am)  respectfolly* 
(Signed.)  S.  T.  MASON. 

E.  R.  BsDi^jM,  Esq.  Vice-Pres't,  &a 


E.  R.  Biddies  Rupott,  Nov.  10»  1888. 

Office  of  the  Morri$  Canal  and  Banking  Co., ) 
Nov.  10,  1888,         \ 
Sir — ^I  have  received  yours  of  the  3d  inst.  requesting  a  stato- 
ment  and  report  of  the  conditi  m  of  the  bonds  negotiated  by  this 
oompany  as  agents  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  which  will  meet  due 
attention. 

Pefore  renderii^  it,  however,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  that  the 
recent  advices  from  London  place  the  condition  and  prospects  o^ 
▲meriean  secorilies  in  such  a  light  as  to  lender  it  very  deshnable 

88 
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to  close  the  sale  of  the  balance  of  your  bon4si  if  lo  be  aooooi- 
plished  within  the  iimita  fixed  by  our  cootraet  under  <late  of  first 
of  June  last« 

It  is  DQW  in  the  power  of  this  company  to  do  so  and  to  pass  the 
whole  amount  lo  the  credit  of  the  state  of  Michigan  at  par*  Jess 
our  commissbn  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  (which  the  contraot 
atithorizes  us  to  do,)  provided  yoq  will  consent  to  deliver  the  resfr- 
due  of  the  bonds  immediately  and  take  the  obli^tion  of  the  Bask 
of  the  United  States  in  Pennsylvania  to  pay  three-fourths,  and  of 
this  Qocnptny  to  pay  the  remaining  one-fourth  of  the  aggr^te 
an)MDt«  at  the  9i9veral  periods  when  by  the  original  contract  tiiey 
shall  respectively  become  due. 

An  interest  account  will  be  kept  and  the  state  of  Michigaa  wil 
be  credited  with  interest  by  both  institutions  at  .six  per  cent  per 
annum  from  the  date  of  the  earliest  coupon,  which  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  of  the  first  of  January  next,  up  to  the  maturity  of  the  in- 
stalments which  shall  respectively  become  due,  and  which  instal- 
ments are  to  be  drawn  for  on  thiy  institutioo  Qoder  their  respec- 
tive dates  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  at  thirty 
days  sight. 

To  enable  us  to  carry  oat  this  meaftare,  I  moat  aak  ytwr  piodnpt 
Tep\y  to  this  prbposal,  and,  if  it  moots  your  fkpproral,  that  yoo  will 
tMrder  the  whole  of  the  bonds  to  be  sent  from  Detroit  by  a  speekl 
messenger  without  delay. 

I  remain,  respectfblly, 

Your  ob't  serv*t, 

E.  R;  BIDDLE,  V.  R 
Hh  Exceliency, 

Stevmb  T.  Mason, 

Oew.  State  of  Michigan. 


E.  R.  Biddle  to  S.  T.  Mason,  Nov.  15, 1836. 

Office  of  the  Mortis  Oand  and  BaUdikg  Company,  \ 

Nov.  16,  1838.  \ 

To  His  Exoelleney, 

SrevBvs  T.  MASoiiy 

Governor  of  the  SU9$e  of  Midkigash 
DftAB  SiK — Wo  received  your  fovor  of  the  1^  iost  in  roit« 
tion  to  making  the  sales  of,  and  the  deliveries  of  the  six  per  oenC 
bond«  of  ycMv  state,  as  proposed  in  our  cornmonicailiQa  to  yml  of 
the  10th  inlt. 

After  consulting  wkh  those  co-iniereBted  with  os^  in  the  < 
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iriKit  afid  agency  imide  with  you  on  behalf  of  your  statei  We  haW 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  as  We  see  no  pfoepdct  of  benefifingf 
you  by  declining  the  t)flel-  now  made  to  us,  We  conform  to  your 
views  as  now  expressed  to  us,  viz : 

'^  Cart  a  better  sale  than  the  one  proposed  be  effected,  and 
would  it  be  advisable  pr  expedient  to  let  the  opportunity  now 
presented  pass  ?"  ... 

We  have,  therefore,  closed  with  the  party  making  the  proffer 
lo  purchase  the  whole  of  the  unsold  balance  of  your  stock  lit  par, 
open  the  terms  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  10th  instant. 

When  we  firit  assumed  this  agency,  Considering  the  larg^ 
amount  of  the  undertakii^  and  the  importance  of  dividing  the 
riak  and  combining  larger  influence  in  bringing  it  favorably  inta 
the  European  market,  we  invited  several  respectable  individuate 
and  institutions  to  unite  with  us.  These  parties  have  now  con- 
sented to  become  purchasers  of  the  portion  held  by  them  at  par, 
and  thereby  enables  us  to  report  to  you  the  entire  close  of  ypur 
stock  at  that  rate,  teds  our  coimnrrissron. 

We  are  free  to  confess  that  tbe  recenttadvices  from  Europe  of 
the  greaf  and  qnexpectad  {accumulation  of  Americ^iem  securities 
offered  at  low  rates,  and  the  fact  that  some  of  the  most  undoubted 
state  stock  have  been  urged  u| 
whose  coonexion  with  this  coi 
ent  course,  have  inspired  no  li 
aalts.  Qfid.  have  caused  us  fursi 
mission  stipulated  for,  forms  b\ 
contJfU^iDg  the  risk  of  the  foreign  market. 

In  corroboration  of  these  views,  it  is  in  our  power  to  state  that 
Charles  Butler,  Esq.  of  this  city,  whose  reputation  is  known  to 
you,  and  who  is  now  in  London,  having  in  bra  charge  the  kbler^ 
etfs  c}f  cMfe  of  the  institutions  concerned  in  tbe  oontmct^'WriteSf 
uader  date  of  the  26th  October,  moat  discouragmgly  as  to  the 

GDspeeta  of  a  favorable  result  to  the  Michigan  bonds  held  by 
esars,  Rdthschilds,  and  of  tba  apparent  want  of  confidence  in 
Aese^aeoorities.  Other  bankinff^hootes  of  the  highest  respecta- 
bilHy  tn-bendon,  give  a  very  gloomy  aspect  to  the  feeling  in  re- 
^d  10  American  securities,  and  the  Great  Western  has  actually 
brooi^  bttttk.  a'larg^  qfUaality  of  Arkansas  bonds,  payable  m  Zon- 
don^  from  utter  inability  to  realize  except  al  MYfrnaosor  ncriftoBb  ^^ 

In  addition  to  all  this,  steriing  six  per  cent  AiabmM  boodilAive 
recently  been  sold  in  this  city  nt  103,  and  more  are  ofiered  at  the 
same  rate,  which  would  reduce  the  value  of  your  bonds,  (being 
payable  in  this  country,)  to  about  92. 

Added  to  this,  it  is  no  small  inducement  for  closing  tiiis  sale, 
that  by  so  doing  we  bring  to  the  aid  of  your  state  all  the  influ* 
ence  which  can  be  deriv^  from  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the 
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Uniled  SiMi/^  and  the  benefit  of  which  may  be  ezperienoad  in  Ike 
ftiturp  fioancial  transactions  of  Michigan* 

I  remain,  with  great  respect. 

Your  ob't  serv*tt 
E.  R.  BIDDLE,  V^  P. 

Extract  of  a  letter  of  CharUs  Butter,  Esq^  dated  London,  2Gt& 

October^  1838,  above  referred  to* 

<*  1  have  seen  the  Messrs.  Rothschilds  several  times  within  a 
few  days  on  the  subject  of  the  Michigan  bonds,  and  find  they  haie 
done  nothing,  nor  do  I  find  them  any  more  iiivorably  inclined  to- 
wards them.  I  have  said  what  I  could  to  inspire  them  with  con* 
fidence,  and  have  urged  them  to  hold  on  to  the  bonds  until  the 
period  of  disposition  was  more  favorable.'' 


Treaturei^s  Account,  ending  December,  1838. 
St&ie  of  Michigan. 
In  the  following  accounts  with  H.  Howard,  Treasurer. 
Dr. 
To  the  following : 
For  cash  on  hand,  9735,072  60 

I'or  balance  due  the  Treasurer  on  general  account, 
by  own  drafts  on  Michigan  state  bank,  7,960  74 


•74%979  84 

Cb. 

Bf  the  follomng  balanoes.  m : 

To  eradit  of  ooatingent  fund. 

•1.0SS  IS 

Uitivvnity  fund. 

861  71 

Siakiiig        do 

65381  Oft 

Imeroal  knproToment  do 

00537141 

Allagw  and  M«nl»U  milmd  fond. 

ftOyOOOOO^ 

SvArt  TBaAflVBSE't  Omoi^ 


XMrait;  Jk«.  88, 1M6. 


t74«370  84 
H.  HOWARD, 
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&  T.  Mamm  to  E.  R.  Biddk,  JVbMnkr  11, 1988. 

New  Tork^  November  11,  1838. 

Sir — Your  favor  of  the  10th  inst  communicating  to  me  a  pror 
position  for  the  sale  of  the  Michigan  state  bonds  under  the  agency 
of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  has  been  duly  re- 
ceived. 

It  is  with  regret  I  perceive  that  the  state  of  the  European  mar- 
ket is  such  as  to  render  the  sale  of  ;he  Michigan  bonds  a  matter 
of  hazard  and  doubt  My  expectation  under  the  contract  with 
your  institution  was,  to  realize  at  least  par  on  the  stock,  and  it  is 
with  extreme  disappointment  th^t  I  have  presented  to  me  the  pro^ 
babifuy  of  losing  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  commission  which 
covers  your  charges.  I  still  ding  to  the  hope  that  an  immediate 
sale  may  not  be  imperatively  necessary.  But  as  the  negotiation 
of  this  loan  has  been  a  most  thankless  and  perplexing  undertaking 
on  my  part,  1  feel  unwilling  to  advise  you  in  the  premises.- 

The  contract  ffives  you  a  free  agency  to  act  as  the  interests  of 
the  state  of  Mioiigan  may  require.  The  questions  to  determine 
are,  can  a  better  sale  than  the  one  proposed  be  effected,  and  would 
it  be  advisable  or  expedient  to  let  the  opportunity  now  present^ 
pass?  All  this  you  must  take  the  responsibilitv  of  determining. 
To  the  details  of  the  proposition  I  have  no  obiection,  and  only 
hope  that  you  will  be  driven  to  an  immediate  sale  under  a  proper 
regard  to  the  interests  of  the  state  you  represent 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant,  * 

S.  T.  MASON. 
E.  R.  BiDDLB,  Esq.  Vice-Pruident^  4^. 


Mtrneys  received  on  account  of  Interned  Lnprovement  fund. 

Statement  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  sale  of  Michigan 
State  Bonds  to  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  as  fol- 
lows : 
1888. 
Jan.     7.  Gov.  Ikfosoo's  two  drafts  od 

John  Delafield,  Esq.  $»0JM0  00 

60,000  00 


8.  (^iver  Newberry  on  his  con- 
tract, 80,000  00 
FeU    6.           do               do  81,000  00 
34.            do               do  50,000  00 


•150,000  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  •  f 

Sep*  19.  da  do  80,000  00 

200,000  00 

July  11.  Pejposited  in  New  York  by 

Gov.  Mason  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  Michigan  state 

bank,  80,000  00 

Aug.    1.  Gov.  Mason's  sundry  drafts 

on  Morris  canal  bank,  00 

days,  250.000  00 

Sep.    I.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

Oct.     1.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

Nov.   1.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

Dec    1.        do  do  do  100,000  00 

June  16.  Gov.  Mason  paid  in  Morris 

canal  bills,  910,397  70 

Gov.   Mason  ,  paid    PrinDe, 

Ward  <&  Kind's  account,      8,963  30 
Gov,  Mason  paid  John  De- 

lafield's  account,  639  00 


20,000  00 


Dec  12.  Bills  of  the  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company  to  ap- 
ply on  the  January,  1839, 

payment,  100;0(>0  M 

Gov.*Mason*s  draft  on  Mor« 
ris  canal  and  banking  c6. 
'90  days,  $ifiaO  00 

Grov.  Mason's  check  on  Mi- 
chigan state  bank,  50  00 
Bills  of  Morris  canal  and 
•  banktQg  eomptny^              ft5,870  0^ 


In  full  of  Feb.  1839,  payment,  9100,000  00 

•l,3r}0,000  00 

Credited  to  the  internal  improvement  fund,  1,180,000  00 

Ypsilanti  and'  Teoognseh  rtilretd  co.     60,000  00 

AllegaaBnri  MarsbaU  4^  60,000  00 

•1,300,000  00 
State  Treasurer's  Offics,  > 
Detroit,  Dee.  It,  1998.      ] 

H«  HOWARD,  l^eamirtt. 
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Atatb  Trbasurbr^s  QmcBy  \ 
JktniU  Dec  12,  IBB8.       \ 

Sm— Ann^ed  I  hand  you  a  statement  of  moneys  received  on 
account  of  Michigan  state  loan,  whicd  inoiudos  the  bills  of  tba 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company*  deposited  with  tne^  as  per  my 
neceipts  therefor; 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

1  our  orodient  servant, 

H.  HOWARD,  JVeasurer. 
His  BxceHency  Grov.  Masori 

Detroit. 


Prime,  Ward  4r  King^s  rqnn-t,  /.  DelafkUts  receipt,  ^ 

New  York,  Nov.  10,  IS98. 
Sir — In  reply  to  the  communication  which  you  addressed  to 
us,  oQ  the  12th  instant,  desiring  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
Michigan  loan,  entrusted  for  negotiation  to  our  Mr.  King,  under 
directions  from  your  agent  Mr.  Delafield,  we  beg  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  Mr.  King's  note  of  28th  April  last,  to  Mr!  Delafield,  es- 
plaining  the  failure  to  eflTect  the  desired  loan  in  Europe,  which 

friyes  the  needful  information  on  that  point.  In  relation  to  our  va« 
uations  on  London  and  subsequent  reimbursement  of  their  amountf 
we  have  to  state,  that  we  acted  under  the  explicit  instructions 
of  Mr.  Delafield,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  enclosed 
copy  of  his  letter  to  us,  of  11th  April  last,  but  at  that  time, 
he  and  we,  here,  were  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  the  bonds  to  ex- 
tent of  300,000  dollars  were  not  in  a  form  to  be  sold  in  Eu- 
rope, Our  reimbursements  were  made  on  the  best  terms  in  our 
power,  and  free  from  risk  to  the  state  of  Michigan,  charging  the 
LfOndon  commission,  and  one  per  cent,  for  drawmg  and  remitting, 
but  of  course  without  guaranteeing  the  state  from  loss  upon  the 
operation. 

It  is  right  to  add  explicitly,  that  it  was  for  no  convenience  or 
profit  to  us,  that  these  valuations  were  made,  ^nd  that  we  were 
ready  at  ai^  moment,  to  advance  our  half  of  the  amount  agreed 
upon  with  your  special  agent  when  here,  and  it  was^ undoubtedly 
believed*  that  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  exchange  would  enable  us  to 
make  reimbursement  upon  terms  that  would  snve  any  expense  or 
loss  to  the  state,  which,  unfortunately,  proved  otherwise. 
We  remain,  sir,  with  respect, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

PRIME,  WARD  &  KING. 
S.  T.  Mason,  Esq. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
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I9ew  York,  lia  April,  ISdS. 
Messrs.  'Pbime,  Ward  &  Ktiici, 

Gbntlbmbn — I  have  ycMH*  letter  of  yesterday,  statin;;^  that  at 
my  request  as  agent,  and  under  our  joint  respoosibiiity  to  reim- 
burse the  advancer  if  required,  you  bud  drawn  upon  Messrs.  Ba- 
ring, Bro's  &  Co.  of  London,  against  the  •300,000  Micbigao 
bonds  consigned  to  them  for  saie. 

Say  on  31  March,  £20,000  60  days  at  5l    993,333  38 

7  insUnt,    12,iJ00  19  2  4|      56,666  67 

£324209  19  2  *  9150,000  00 

At  your  request,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dolfairs,  advanced  to  the  state  of  Afi- 
chigan  ;  and  I  enga£[e  individually,  to  refund  to  Messrs.  Baring, 
Bro's  &,  Co.  one  half  of  the  amount  drawn  as  above  stated,  oo 
deooand,  with  interest  and  commisitions,  in  case  of  n^d,  confirm- 
ing the  engagements  set  forth  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  insL 
1  am  respectfully  yours, 
(Signed)  J.  DELAFIELD, 

Agent  for  the  Slate  of  Michigan. 


Three  parcels  of  Michigan  bonds,  amounting  together  to  •300,- 
000,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Delafield's  letter  of  29ih  November, 
transferring  his  agency,  with  an  exeaiplified  copy  of  the  acts  of 
Michigan,  authorizing  a  loan  of  $5,000,000,  and  an  act  ameadiog 
the  same,  authorizing  a  rate  of  interest  nut  exceeding  six  per  cent, 
was  received  in  London,  in  December,  1837.  Preparatory  negoti- 
ations had  been  entered  into  there  with  a  prospect  of  success,  in 
the  anticipation  that  the  amendatory  act  of  Michigan  would  have 
been  clear  and  explicit  as  to  making  principal  and  interest,  both 
in  sterling  money,  payable  in  London. 

Said  amendatory  act,  as  also  the  original  act,  relating  to  these 
bonds,  no  where  expressly  and  directly,  nor  in  any  way  but  by 
inference,  auth<»rized  or  permitted  the  payment  of  the  principal 
abroad,  although  it  was  explicit  as  to  such  payment  of  interest, 
but  it  directly  limited  the  rate  at  which  payment  of  either  or  both 
should  be  made  in  London,  at  par,  or  four  dollars  foriy-four  one 
hundredths,  per  pound  sterling,  alihoii^h  it  required  that  any  pre- 
mium or  gain  of  exchange  upon  negotiation  should  be  accounted 
for  to  the  slate  of  Michigan. 

That  although  the  state  might  receive  proceeds  of  the  negotia- 
tion of  bonds  in  sterling  abroad,  at  a  premium  of  ten  per  cent, 
^'et9  it  should  only  refund  the  money  and  pay  the  interest  at  par« 
in  other  words,  to  receive  four  dollars  eighty-eight  one  huodretbf» 
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pM  pomut  itttrK^gi  but  to  pty  back  four  poundi  forty-four  cm 
.buodratbs,  per  pouod  stcrlittgw 

It  wa«  th^  thought  pracCicableu  to  negotiftte  for  bonds  in  dol- 
jarsi  principal  and  iolareat  payable  in  New  York,  but  the  unoer- 
taioty  as  to  the  rates  of  exdiange,  reodered  any  probable  price  in 
LiondoB  jusufficient  to  cover  limits }  an  e^rt  was  made  to  obtain 
jkuthority  to  draw  for  a  given  amount,  upon  leaviQg  tbe  bonds  in 
I^QOdofit  if  that  would  suit  the  state  of  Michigan,  iHit  as  such  au- 
.thority,  except  aflar  sales  made,  could  not  be  obtainedi  no  author- 
ized course  was  left  but  to  bring  back  tbe  9300,000  bonds,  wfaidi 
Jias  been  done.  The  rate  in  Loncton  for  a  Michiaan  loan  six  per 
cent,  mterest  and  principal  payable  in  New  York,  would  proba- 
bly be  ninety  percent,  equal  at  six  per  cent  premium,  to  ninety- 
five  forty  one  hundredths,  without  allowance  for  conuoission  or 
charges,  for  9100  of  stock. 

Coipy  of  note,  dated  29th  April  1838,  from  J.  6.  King  to  Joha 
Belafieldy  agent. 


(B,) 
Amtoer  0f  StevemT.  MasM  to  IntBrrogat^^  CommiUm. 

1.  To  first  interrogatory  of  the  commilee — I  answer,  that  it  will 
1)6  recollected  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  nego- 
tiated at  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  our  state,  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  government,  t  call  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  this  loan  from  the  fact  that  as  ii  was  nei^otiatcd  through  the 
agency  of  Mr.  John  I)eln field  of  the  city  of  New  York,  I  was  in- 
duced, on  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriziilga  loan  of  five  millions 
of  dollars  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Delafield  for  his  assistance,  the  former  loan  haVir^  been  made 
payable  at  his  bank,  and  he  then  acting  as  agent  of^the  state  in 
the  payment  of  interest,  &c 

Accordingly,  on  the  passage  of  the  law  authorizing  the  five 
million  loan,  I  visited  New  York  in  the  spring  of  183T,  and  held 
personal  interviews  With  Mr.  Delafield  and  other  capitalists  of 
that  city.  The  embarrassments  then  existing  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, soon  convinced  me  that  no  negotiation  or  sale  of  state  stocks 
could  be  made  at  that  period.  I  returned  home,  leaving  a  copy  of 
the  Ujtin  law  with  Mr.  l)elafield,  and  authorizing  him  to  correspond 
with  capitalists,  at  home  and  abroad,  on  the  subject  of  the  loan. 
In  the  autumn  of  that  year,  Mr.  Delafield  advised  me,  that  al\er 
diligent  and  earnest  inquiry,  he  was  satisfied  no  portion  of  the  loan 
could  be  negotiated  linless  the  interest  on  the  stock  was  increased 
to  six  per  cent,  and  both  interest  and  principal  made  payable  in 
Europe ;  that  in  the  event  of  such  an  amendment  of  the  law, 
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Mr.  Jamps  Kiog»  of  the  hooM  4)r  Primfe,  WtH  mid  King,  trtib 
was  about  visiting  Europe,  would  Cake  charge  of  the  ioen,  mmI 
give  his  personal  attefnfion  to  it.    The  ametSed  law,  ami  three 
h!indred  thousand  dollars  of'  bonds,  were  transnHtted  to  Mr.  King, 
in  London.    Mr.  King's  efl^s  to  eifecf  a  sale  in  Europe  were 
'Uosucceasful,  for  reasons  stated  by  him  in  a  donimunicatioo  before 
«the  conmoittee.    Mr.  Deiafield  in  the  mean  time,  having  agreed 
to  advance  to  the  state  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doUarS^ 
Under  the  expectation  thai  Mr.  King  would  succeed  in  his  nego- 
tiation, drafts  were  dfawn  on  him  for  the  amount :  ninety  thou- 
aand  dollars  in  favor  of  the  Michigan  state  tmnk,  and  sixty  thou- 
saiMl  dollars  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan.    The  premium 
'Was  paid  to  the  credit  of  the  linking  fund*     Mh  Delafield,  how- 
'^ver,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  iriet  my  drafts  by  bills  drawn 
on  the  Barings  of  London.     The  amount  of  these  bills  I  had  to 
ifi^mit  to  Condon,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  having  gone  ap^ 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  the  premiums  paid  for  the  foreigD  bilb 
about  cancelled  the  advantages  in  the  original  drafts  drawo  oo 
Mr.  Delufield.    The  purchase  of  these  bills  explains  the  item  of 
ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety  .seven  dollars  and  seventy 
cents  paid  Prime,  Ward  and  King,  as  slated  by  the  Treasurer, 
fit  of  six  hundred  and  tbirty-nihe  dollars  paid  J.  lM$r 
or  postage  paid  in  transmitting  bonds  to  London*  prinl- 
&c  as  will  appear  by  the  vouchers  filed  with  the  Trea- 
}  commissions  for  services  were  either  paid  to  Mr.  Ue* 
)  Mr.  King.     This  statement  closes  the  transactions 
)elafield. 

Previous  to  June  1st,  1838,  I  sold  to  Oliver  New- 
.,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  bonds  on  a  written 
nd  security.    Mr.  Newberry  paid  two  hundred  thou- 
s  on  this  contract,  together  with  the  premium  of  six 
A  portion  of  his  stock  was  sent  to  Euro|)e,  but  return- 
having  been  made.     The  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars sold,  was  purchased  at  an  average  rate  of  about  ninety-five 
cents  on  the  dollar.    I  think  Mr.  Ward  informed  mc  that  part  was 
sold  as  low  as  ninety-three  cents  oti  the  dollar.     The  remaining 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  returned  by  Mr.  Newberry, 
'and  is  included  in  the  contract  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking 
company, 

.  I  also,  on  or  about  the  8th  of  May,  1838,  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  E.  R.  Biddle,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  friends  in 
Philadelphia,  as  alleged  by  him,  for  the  entire  loan  at  par.  Eighty 
thousand  dolhirs  were  paid  down  at  the  time  of  closing  tlie  con- 
!tract,  but  alter  waiting  until  the  last  of  the  month,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  surrender  the  contract  in  consequence  of  the  inabilihr 
of  Mr.  Biddle  to  consummate  his  arrangements  so  as  to  meet  his 
'  payments. 
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llie  above  stadeooeot  concludes  all  cootraots  niia<fe  previooa  to 
June  1,1838. 

2*  A^iswer  to  the  second  ijiterrogoUny'-^l  answer^  that  I  did 
coocitfde  a  contract  with  tl^  Morris  canal  and  banking  oompany» 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  loan  for  five  millions  of  dollars,  for  tbs 
<tate  of  Michigan ;  that  said  negotiation  was  coosomroated  io  the 
city  of  New  York  on  the  4lh  day  of  June,  1888^  apd  that  such 
negotiation  did  terminate  in  a  positive  i^reement,  as  will  appear 
by  the  documents  transmitted  to  the  legislature.  In  further  aih 
swer  to  the  iotCTrogatary,  I  would  state,  that  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  were  to  nego* 
tiate  for  the  state  of  Michigan  the  entire  five  millions  of  stoek> 
and  to  guarantee  to  the  state  the  different  instalmeots,  whether 
they  were  put  in  funds  from  a  sale  of  the  stock  or  not.    For  this 

fuarantee  a  commission  of  two  and  a  hall  percent  was  allowed  i 
ut  in  the  event  of  a  sale  above  par,  the  premiums  w^re  to  be 
divided  until  the  par  value  of  the  stock  was  realised  to  the  state  { 
— the  reason  for  making  the  agreement  as  an  agency,  was  from 
the  fact,  that  the  company  were  satisfied  the  first  saJe,  if  not  the 
entire  amount  of  stock,  must  be  for  less  than  par,  and  that  tfafej 
could  not  encounter  the  risk  of  so  large  a  contract  for  less  tb^a 
the  commission  stipulated*  This  belief  was  induced  by  the  <ate 
of  the  stock  n^arket  abroad,  and  from  the  knowledge  ttmt  all  \}m 
atock  issued  by  the  mate  to  private  companies  hi^  sold  at  leas 
than  iu  par  value.  The  company  were  to  pay  for  the  stock  at 
the  tate  of  one  million  per  year,  in  quarterly  instalments,  for 
the  first  year  their  own  notes  were  to  have  been  received  and  dhr 
burscd  by  the  state ;  for  the  subsequent  years,  drafts  wens  to  be 
drawn  for  the  dificrent  instalments  at  sight  It  will  be  seen,  hovtf 
ever,  by  the  documents  before  the  legislature,  that  an.  agreemeiit 
was  entered  into  between  the  Morris  canal  add  banking  company 
and  Mr.  Norton,  as  my  agent,  for  drafts  at  ninety  days  for  t^ 
first  year's  instalment,  instead  of  disbursing  the  notes  of  the  io^ 
tution ;  this  modification  was  made  in  consequence  of  4he  risk  ie 
traosDorung  the  bills  of  ih^  company,  and  from  a  sinceiw  desire 
to  relieve  our  commercial  interest  at  home  by  throwing  exchange 
into  th0  hamfs  of  our  banks.  These  drafts  were  ofkr^  to  ihe 
Ifanks  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  on  the  conditions  that  tbey  wodM 
pay  out  their  own  paper,  or  such  other  paper  as  tbev  womU 
make  equal  to  cash  at  their  own  counters,  and  the  proposition  wa| 
rejected  by  all  but  the  Michi|pn  state  bank*  For  a  n»ore  mi* 
jMite  detau  of  the  contract  with  the  Morris  canal  aed  babkk|| 
company,  1  refer  the  committee  to  the  docun^ents  aocoenpaoyii^ 
my  annual  message,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  legislature.  The 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company  was  the  only  party  ijeocg^ 
fiiasd  in  the  oootract,  althoii^h  I  wm  informed  that  the  Fonriam^ 
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loan  and  trust  company  of  New  YorIc»  and  the  Ro&schQds  of  Pa- 
ris, by  their  ag6nt,  Mr.  Belmont,  were  parties. 

3;  Atwjoer  to  the  third  interrogatory — I  answer,  that  on  or 
about  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1839,  1  received  frtim  the  Morris 
canai  and  banking  company  their  notes  to  the  amount  of  one  bun- 
dred'  and  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety^seven  dollars  and 
seventy  cents — the  sum  of  ten  thoustind  dollars  and  seventy  cents 
was  the  balance  of  the  first  cash  payment  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars ;  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  ddlan 
was  part  of  the  subsequent  August  instalment.  This  sum  of  mo- 
ney was  received  at  their  banking  hous6,  placed  in  a  trunk,  and 
the  trunk  delivered  into  my  possession. 

4.  Answer  to  the  fourth  interrogatory-^I  answer,  that  I  re- 
ceived the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  three  hundred 

"and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  seventy  cents,  as  above  stated. 

5.  Answer  to  the  fifth  interrogatory — 1  answer,  that  on  my 
arrival  at  home  a  deficiency  of  four  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  in  the  sum  of  money  delivered  to  me  by  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company  was  discovered,  and  will  here  state 
firfly  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  loss,  as  seems  to  be  de- 
rired  by  the  committee. 

In  tne  first  place,  I  must  state  that  I  am  unwilting  to  express  my 
opinions  or  suspicions,  where  no  positive  testimony  exists.  I  nei- 
ther accuse  or  acquit  any  one  Interested.  Each  individual  con- 
oerned  must  take  care  of  his  own  reputation. 

The  bin*  were  counted  in  part  at  the  banking-house  in  Jersey 
dty,  and  the  remainder  at  the  agency  in  New  York ;  they  passed 
through  the  hands  of  several  different  clerks.  I  did  not  count 
them  myself,  from  a  belief,  that  clerks  accustomed  to  count  money 
^rould  be  more  correct  in  counting  so  large  an  amount  of  bills. 
After  being  eounted  and  placed  in  packages,  the  amount  of  each 
package  was  marked  on  the  band  of  paper  around  it,  and  for  fear 
of  robbery  on  the  journey  to  Detroit,  each  bill  whs  stamped  in 
ftdon  the  back  \  the  ends  of  eaeh  package  were  left  open.  A 
trunk  pruouied  for  me  by  Theodore  Ronr>eyn,  Esq.^was  sent  to 
the  trank,  and  the  packages  were  placed  in  the  trunk.  The  peck* 
age  of  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and 
•evemy  cents  being  for  immediate  disbursement*  was  placed  on 
the  top  t  the  trunk  was  locked  and  delivered  tome,  the  Key  never 
leaving  my  potsessfon  until  I  reached  Detroit 

I  raeeived  the  trunk  abdut  8  6^clock  in  the  evenipg  and  imme^ 
liiately  conveved  it  in  a  carriage  to  the  Astor  house.  It  was  left 
in  the  public  bar  under  the  charge  of  the  book  keeper,  and  near 
Ms  desk,  whilst  I  was  at  tea.  On  my  return  from  tea,  I  found 
Mr.  Romeyn  standing  in  the  bar,  and  enquired  if  he  would  re* 
■itiD  at  home  that  evening,  as  Lwas  going  out  He  replied  ia 
the  affirmative,  and  I  requested  him  to  take  the  trunk  to  h»  room 
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for  safe  keeping  until  my  tetum.  I  returned  hdme 'li^WteD 
eleven  and  twelve  o'chxsk,  supped,  and  then  went  to  Mr  Ro^- 
meyrfs  room  for  the  trunk  ;  found  it  there  and  Mr.Romeyn  at 
his'table,  writing.  I  unlocked  the  trunk,  placed  in  it  difierent  ar- 
ticles belonging  to  Mr.  R.,  and  then  had  it  conveyed  to  my  own 
room.  I  there  placed  in  it  some  additional  articles  of  my  own, 
locked  it  and  strapped  on  the  top  of  it  an  overcoat.  I  did  not 
leave  the  room  again  that  evening.  It  U  perhaps  due  to  Mr.  Ro^ 
meyn,  that  1  should  say,  that  he,  on  several  occasions,  spoke  of 
leaving  the  city  for  home  without  me,  and  that  I  requested  him  to 
remain,  that  I  might  have  his  company  on  my  return  ;  and  fur- 
ther, that  when  I  requested  him  to  take  the  trunk  to  his  own  room 
he  expressed  an  unwiPingness  to  db  so,  ms  he  did  not  desfre  any 
of  the  responsibility  of  the  charge  of  the  money. 

On  the  next  morning,  after  receiving  the  triknk,  I  left  New 
York  in  the  six  o^clock  boat ;  the  trunk  was  not  out  of  my  sight 
more  than  ten  minutes,  and  then  under  the  lock  of  my  room  until 
it  was  placed  on  board  the  Albany  boat.  When  on  thfe  boat,  I 
requested  Mr.  Romeyn  to  have  it  pfaced  m  the  Captain^s  office, 
having  attached  his  name  to  the  trunk.  My  reasons  for  identify- 
ing the  trunk  with  Mr.  R.,  as  well  as  the  reason  for  requesting  him 
to  purchase  it,  was,  that  as  it  was  generally  known  I  was  nego* 
tiating  a  loan  in  New  York,  I  might  be  followed  for  the  purpose 
of  stealing  the  trunk  on  the  road  home.  At  Albany  the  trunk  Ivas 
kept  in  my  room,  and  when  I  was  out  I  had  the  key  of  the  room 
in  my  possession.  I  was  in  Albany  one  evening.  Between  that 
place  and  Utica,  it  was  under  the  fock  of  the  baggage  car.  Prom 
Utica  to  Syracuse  it  was  in  front  of  the  stace  under  the  driver^ 
seat.  We  left  Utica  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  reaehecl 
Syracuse  at  about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  At  S3rrst- 
cuse  it  was  not  out  of  my  keeping.  Prom  Syracuse  to  Oswego 
It  was  on  the  deck  of  the  canal  boat  for  about  half  A  day.  M 
Oswego  for  one  afternoon,  it  was  under  lock  in  my  room.  '  From 
Oswego  to  Niagara  it  was  in  the  office  of  the  Captain  of  the  boait 
for  one  night.  From  Niagara  to  Buffalo  it  was  on  the*  top  ofthe 
railroad  car,  and  I  rode  on  the  outside  in  the  night  with  it.  Aft 
Bufialo  it  remained  in  my  room  under  k)ck.  On  Lake  Eric  it 
was  placed  in  the  Captain's  office  and  delivered  to  me  at  Detroit. 
When  I  arrived  at  home  I  look  ft^m  the  trunk  the  hrticles  be- 
longing'to  Mr.  Romeyn  and  myself,  and  delivered  It  to  the  Trea- 
surer. At  no  time  on  tho  journey  was  the  trunk  opened  by  me, 
nor  could  I  at  any  time  observe  thjat  the  overcoat  on  tte  top  had 
been  moved.  On  opening  the  trunk  at  home,  every  thing  seemed 
to  me  as  I  had  placed  them.  The  package  often  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  was  on  the  top,  as  I  had  placed 
hy  and  was  immediately  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  as  part  of  tho 
cmA  paymeot»  ooontedby  hfan,  and  found  to  be  correct. 
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Buner  gave  me  a  reoeipt  tar  the  entire  amouot  cootaioed  in  the 
trunk  on  my  arrival  at  borne,  he  counting  at  the  time  only  the 
package  o^  (en  thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety^aeven  dollarB 
aod  seventy  cents,  an<j[  at  the  time  depositing  the  whole  in  the 
Michigan  state  bank.  Some  days  subsequent,  I  think  at  my  siig- 
gestion,  he  concluded  to  count  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  the  August  instalment,  and  found  in  the  different  packages  of 
fives,  tens  and  twenty  dollars,  the  amount  of  four  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars  abstracted.  I  would  also  state  that 
the  trunk  was  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  on  the  moming  of  my  re^ 
turn  home* 

7.  Answer  to  tM  seventh  interrogaJtory — I  answer,  that  the  state- 
ment marked  A.  i^  a  true  copy  of  my  letter  to  Edward  Biddle^ 
S^f,  Dotifjing  ^m  of  the  abstraction*  This  letter  was  written 
iaunediately  after  the  entire  amount  of  the  loss  was  ascertained, 
and  a  statement  of  that  Un%  preoared  by  the  Treasurer.  On  en- 
quiry at  the  post  office,  J  found  the  noail  of  that  day  had  closed ; 
and  anxious  to  lose  no  time  in  notifying  the  Morris  canal  and 
banking  conipany  of  the  abstractiop,  so  that  the  first  note  present* 
ed  at  their  counter  m^ht  be  traced,  I  first  determined  to  place  my 
letter  on  board  the  boat  to  be  mailed  at  Buffalo,  but  subsequently 
ipeeting  Mr.  Lee  of  Troy,  New  York,  whom  I  had  known  (cnt 
some  years,  I  handed  the  letter  to  hio^  with  a  request  that  he 
would  mail  il  at  Albany,,  he  having  informed  n)e  he  would  go 
through  as  fast  as  the  mail.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Lee  since,  and 
jlmow  not  by  what  agpncy  it  was  mailed  to  New  York,  but  pre- 
sume, as  I  informed  him  of  the  impoitancc  of  its  reaching  Kew 
York  without  .delay,  he  sent  it  by  the  first  North  river  boat  after 
hi^  arrival  at  Albany. 

8.  Answer  to  the  eighth  interrogatory — I  answer,  the  remain- 
ing notes  were  sealed  up  and  placed  in  the  vaults  of  the  Michigan 
atate  bank,  to  be  returned  to  New  York,  but  as  the  Morris  canal 
smd  banking  cpmpany  insisted  that  they  should  be  transported  at 
the  risk  oAlie  state,  they  were  never  returned,  and  have  been 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  state  in  December  last 

8«  Ansv^er  to  'the  ninth  interrogatory — I  answer,  that  th^ 
W^i«  receipted  for  by  the  Treasurer  as  the  January  and  Fehru- 
mry  instisimejiits  on  the  loan,  and  were  delivered  to  him  about  ibe 
last  of  December.  1888. 

IQ.  Answer  to  the  tenth  interrogatory^  answer,  that  the  not^ 
•wore  paid  into  the  state  deposite  bank,  as  I  believe,  bv  the  Trea- 
aurer,  as  a  part  of  the  internal  improvement  fund.  The  notes  ab- 
atracted  were,  with  the  exception  of  fifty  dollars  of  the  c  eoomi- 
nation  of  t )0,  returned  to  the  Blorrn  canal  office  through  the  posi 
office  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  no  information  has  ever  been 
received  as  to  wl^o  placed  them  there,  although  every  effort  by 
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4ieM  made  to  MoeHain  th^  ftot  The  aiiNMiat  loomed  wti 
drawn  for  by  drafts  and  axpMne  my  drttft  for  fnor  thbutaiK)  flrt 
4iQildred  and  eighty  dollars  in  the  Treasurer's  statemenL  Tba 
fifty  dollars  not  returned^  was  paid  by  me  to  tha  Treaturary  and 
«splaios  my  check  as  stated  by  him  for  that  amount 

I  bc^  leaVe  to  state,  akhou^  not  internigiited  to  that  efleoti  that 
1  have  not  received  one  farthing's  beneBt  by  or  on  acoiHiiit  of  the 
loan,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  shape  whatsoever ;  that 
I  expect  to  receive  none,  aiid  that  in  no  transaction  grtrn'mf^  out 
of  the  loan  or  any  other  act  as  governor  of  Michigan,  liipre  I  been 
or  am  I  to  be  benefited  beyond  the  simple  salary  of  my  office. 

11.  Answer  U>  the  ele^th  inierrqgaforj^l  answer,  as  Vtdl 
as  I  now  reeolleott  Mr.  Biddte,  vice-president,  Mr.  Gibson,  cash* 
ier,  Mr.  Romeyn,  and  Messrs.  Murray  and  Griswold,  directors^ 
were  present — thieit  Mr.  Romeyn  was  present,  I  am  cettain* 

12.  Answer  to  the  twelfth  iuterrogatory^^l  answer,  that  Mr. 
Rofneyn  was  present  during  the  marking  of  the  notes*  and  of 
coarse  knew  tnat  each  note  was  stamped. 

:  IB.  Answer  to  tlw  thirteenth  hUerrogeUory — I  answer;  thitt  at 
wvtime,  either  in  Now  York  or  elsewhere,  did  Theodoire  Rinfiey^ 
draw  a  eheck  in  my  Aivor  on  the  Bank  of  Clinton  for  #IO/)iO| 
bOt  that  in  July  lam  Col.  Murray,  a  director  of  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  with  Norton,  called  on  vae  and  preseiitod  a 
bheck  drawn  by  Mr.  Romeyn  on  the  Bank  of  Clinton  for  #10,00^ , 
and  accepted  by  Mr.  McOlure,  the  cashier  of  said  bank*  OoL 
Murray  stated  that  he  Was  anxious  to  place  the  amount  in  New 
York,  and  that  if  the  state  would  ccjilect  the  check,  he  would  take 
a  draft' at  one  year  on  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company, 
I  received  the  check  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Norton  for  colleoiioQ  cm 
tfte  part  of  tite  state.  At  the  same  time  Col.  Murray  gave  me 
an  agreement  that  in  the  event  any  difficulty  occurred  in" the  col* 
lection  of  the  check,  the  whole  matter  should  be  cancelled  and 
my  draft  ratumed.  Some  thne  after,  and  before  the  check  waa 
paid,  an  iniunction  was  placed  on  the  Bank  of  Clinton,  and  as  the 
check  couid  not  be  collecied,  my  draft  was  returned.  My  onlyt 
object  was  to  aid  Col.  Murray,  who  had  been  graatly  ittstnimeii< 
taf  in  assisting  my  negotiation  in  New  York,  and  mora  partien* 
larly  as  this  could  be  done  without  prcjudioo  to  the  state.  In  fact 
the  state  would  have  had  the  use  of  ten  thousand  dollara  without 
interest  for  one  yeaf,  had  Mr.  R's.  check  been  coHected,  and 
therefora  no  objection  existed  in  my  mind  to  the  arrangement 
proposed  by  CoL  Murray. 

It  will  also  be  recollected  by  th^  committee  that  much  has  been 
said  concerning  my  unwitlingness  to  publish  my  contract  with 
the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company.  I  did  not  feel  authoriz- 
ed to  make  public  this  contract  without  the  authority  of  the  com* 
pany,  and  I  have  to  leqiMst  ef  the  committee  that  the  aocompa* 
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sgring  leMorfroai  oMof  oor  Sonatois  in.Goi^giress  may  be 
•  purl  of  ihdr  .proQeediogB,  as  an  acft  of  justice,  I  will  furibflr 
•tate«  to  correct  any  erronooos  impreifsion  Uiat  may  exist,  that  no 
amouott  bv  draft  or  otherwise,  has  been  placed  in  the  haoda  of 
Mr.  Norton  or  the  banhof  whiqh  he  is  Ge^ier»  on  account  of  the 
five  milfioa  kan,  beyond  the  W;300,000^  as  stated  by  the  Trca- 
surer  in  his  report  to  the  legislature ;  and  that  any  arraBgement 
Mr.  Norton  is  now  making  in  New  Yprk  for  the  benefit  of  hu 
baok^  is  unconnected  in  eviary  respect  with  the  credit  of  the  state 
or  its  loan^ 

S.  T.  MASON, 
Sworn  aad  subscribed  before  me>  this  27th  day  of  Feb.  1839. 

D.  a  BACON,  CKnproUm. 


Letter  of  JoHn  NorveS. 

Washington,  Feb.  10.  1839. 
.  Mt  Dbsk  Soie  Mn  Southard  having;  resigned  bis  statioa  as 
mesident  uf  the  Morris  canal  bank,  and  havioff  been  one  of  the 
cMiailft^  of  that  institution  to  nsgotiate  the  Michigan  kwa  of 
five  milliona  with  you,  I  sought  aa  oppottanily,  a  few  days  i^ 
to;  remark  to  him,  that  you  had  been  censured  by  your  polhical 
eaemies  at  hornet  firsts  for  having  obtained  the  money  or  the  loan 
on  terms  less  favorable  to  the  state  than  might  have  been  realised; 
and,  seoondt  for  having  refused  to  make  a  public  and  official  dis- 
elosure  of  the  terms  until  the  legislaUire  convened. 

Mr.  Southard  answered,  that  he  was  cpgmzant  of  the  progress 
and  ciroumstauees  of  the  whole  negotiation ;  tiiat  your  conduct 
Ihrooghout  the  negotiation  was  marked  by  a  zeal  and  fidelity  to 
the  interest  of  the  state,  Worthy  of  all  praise ;  that  \ou  could  not 
then  have  obtained  better  terms,. and  by  no  means  so  good  at  this 
tune  'f  and  that  it  was  at  the  request  of  the  ba^k,  made  with  a 
view,  if  po!«8ible,  to  dispose  of  the  loan  in  Europe  for  the  greater 
advantage  of  the  state,  that  you  had  forborne  to  make  any  official 
discksure  with  regard  to  tlie  conditions  upon  which  you  bad  dis- 
posed of  it  to  the  Morris  canal  bank. 

Mr«  Southard  is  a  whig  senator  of  the  United  States,  and*  of 
course,  not  politically  partial  to  you. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  any  use  you  think  proper  of  this 

letter;.. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,     > 
/     Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

JOHN  NQRVELL. 
His£^ndlency  Stbvkivs  T.  Mason, 

€l0vemor  rf  Michigan. 
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BUttement  <^  Trecmwrer. 

Statement  &f  the  €miomU  and  denommation  of  e^ 

of  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company^  abstracts  from 
the  trunk  delivered  to  the  State  Treasurer  by  Gov.  Mason,  in 
June,  1 838,  purporting  to  have  contained  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 


1  package  of  #%000  of  920  billa,  short 
do  2,460  of    20        do 


#160  00 
660  00 


$720  00 

22        do        of  the  following  amounts  of  $10  bills,  viz : 
1  of  $500  short  $70,  1  of  8500  short  (30,  1  of  $500  short  $50, 


500  " 

80, 

<( 

600 

«   60, 

«   500 

"   30, 

500  " 

180. 

(( 

500 

«   40, 

«   500 

«   30, 

600  « 

120, 

(( 

500 

»   60, 

«   SOO 

«   50, 

600  " 

70, 

<« 

500 

•'   40, 

«   500 

«   90, 

500  « 

80, 

«< 

600 

"   60, 

'«  1000 

"  190, 

1000  «  , 

120, 

M 

1000 

"  110, 

"  1000 

"  100, 

1000  « 

270, 

short  9940, 

short  •390, 

short  $540 

390 

940 

#1,870 


32  packages  as  follows,  of  #500  each,  of  $5  bills : 

Amount  short  from  each  package,  viz : 


•  100 

955 

»65 

•60 

•70 

95 

30 

66 

95 

20 

60 

45 

75 

25 

110 

45 

76 

30 

30 

75 

75 

120 

60 

70 

46 

30 

60 

40 

95 
45 

95 

#475         #405        #335        #410  #415       #2,040  00 


Total  abstracted,  #4,630  00 

Deduct  this  amount  returned  to  Morris  canal  bank- 
ing company,  #4,580  00 


#50  00 

Leaving  the  sum  of  #50  deficient,  which  has  been  returned  to 

the  treasury  by  Gov.  Mason's  check  for  that  amount  on  Midiigan 

90 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


780  HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

State  bank*    See  tny  annual  account  with  internal  improveinent 
fund,  dated  Dec.  31,"  1839. 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
State  TfiEASuREk's  Office, 
Detroit,  Feb.  16,  1339. 

The  package  of  $10,397  70,  which  also  accompanied  the 
above,  consisted  of  the  following  denominations  of  bills  of  the  Mor- 
ris canal  and  banking  company,  as  near  as  I  can  now  recollect, 
viz: 

103  bills  of  8100  each,  is  810,300  00 

4    do  of     20    do  80  00 

1    do  of     10    do  10  00 

1    do  of       5     do  5  00 

1    do  of       2    do  and  specie  70  cts,      2  70 

810,397  70 

H.  HOWARD,  Treastirer. 


State  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Feb.  16, 1839.  \ 
Sir — At  your  request  I  hand  you  the  annexed  statement, 
shewing  the  amount  and  denominations  of  the  bills  of  each  pack- 
age of  the  bills  of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  ab- 
stracted from  the  trunk  you  delivered  mc  in  June,  1838.  Also  a 
statement  of  bills  in  the  package  of  $10,397  70,  accompanying 
the  above. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HOWARD,  JVeasurer. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Mason,  Detroit. 


Cancelled  receipt  of  John  Norton,  Jr. — State  Bank. 

Received  of  S.  T.  Mason,  Theodore  Romeyn's  draft  on  the 
Bank  of  Clinton,  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  collection  for  the  ac- 
count of  James  B.  Murray,  agent  for  the  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing company.  JOHN  NORTON,  Jr.,  Cashier. 

Detroit,  Srd  Sept.  \SB6. 


Receipt  of  James  B.  Murray. 

Detroit,  August  2, 1839. 
Received  of  His  Excellency,  S.  T.  Mason,  his  draft,  payable 
in  twelve  months  after  date,  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  on  the  Mor- 
ris canal  and  banking  company,  which  draft  I  received  as  agent 
of  said  company,  in  exchange  for  a  check  or  draft  of  Theodore 
Romeyn,  dated  30th  July,  1838,  for  $10,000,  on  the  Bank  of 
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Clinton,  certified  by  "  C.  H.  M'Clure,"  payable  to  bearer,  which 
said  draft  is  placed  in  his  hands  for  collection  and  disbursement 
for  the  use  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  under  the  express  under* 
standing  and  agreement  that  he.  or  his  agent,  is  to  use  their  discre* 
tion  in  the  colleclion  of  the  same,  and  in  case  of  failure  in  collect- 
ing the  whole  or  any  pari  rif  the  said  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Clinton, 
an  equivalent  amount  of  the  draft  now  received  by  me,  is  to  be 
cancelled  by  the  said  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  and  pla- 
ced again  to  the  credit  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  and  no  want  of 
notice  for  non-payment  in  part  or  whole  of  said  draft  on  the  Bank 
of  Clinton  shall  be  plead  in  waiver  of  this  receipt 

JAMES  B.  MURRAY, 
Agent  of  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company. 


Memorandum  of  sale  of  State  Stock. 

From  the  London  Morning  Chronicle,  of  November  24. 

Ambbican  Stocks. — Considerable  business  continues  to  be 
transacted  daily  in  American  securities ;  and  during  the  week,  in 
addition  to  the  new  loans  for  the  states  of  Mississippi  and  South 
CaroKna,  bona  fide  investments  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 
£300,000  have  been  effected,  arising  no  doubt  in  a  great  measure 
firom  the  abundance  of  money  and  the  good  rate  of  interest  which 
is  received ;  various  stocks  averaging  n  dividend  of  between  five 
and  six  per  cent,  nett  in  this  country.  Sales  of  the  new  Missis- 
sippi loan  have  been  made  at .  ninety-three ;  Alabama,  five  per 
cent.,  is  quoted  at  ninety-four,  and  at  which  business  has  been 
done;  Illinois  six  per  cent.,  ninety-six ;  Indiana  five  pereenC« 
eighty-five ;  Louisiana  five  per  cent.,  ninety-six ;  ditto  six  per 
cent.,  par  to  one  hundred  and  two ;  Massachusetts  five  per  cent.^ 
one  hundred  and  three;  Maryland  six  per  cent,  par;  buyers,  no 
sellers ;  New  York  five  per  cent,  in  demand  at  ninety-three  to 
ninety-five ;  Ohio  six  per  cent,  one  hundred  and  two ;  Pennsylva- 
nia fiive  diflferent  five  per  cent  stocks,  varying  as  to  the  period  of 
redemption,  ninety-two  to  tiinety-six:  South  Carolina  five  per 
cent  in  demand  at  ninety-five,  and  Virginia  six  per  cent  state 
slock,  ninety-five  and  a  half;  New  York  city  five  per  cent  stock, 
ninety ;  and  New  Orieans  city  five  per  cent  stock,  eighty  ;  Uni- 
ted States  bank  shares  at  twenty-five  pounds  five  shuliii^,  buy- 
ers ;  American  Life  and  Trust  Company  shares,  twelve  pouods> 
ten  shilliDgs. 
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CorrespoDdoQoe  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Eoquirer. 

London,  November  ZO;  ISSS. 

We  continue  wilhout  arrivals  from  the  United  States,  and  so 
tempestuous  has  been  the  wqather  here  for  the  last  seven  days* 
that  even  the  letters  and  iiles  of  newspapers  have  not  been  able 
to  be  landed  from  the  packet  of  the  first.  The  Earl  of  Durham 
has,  however,  arrived  at  Plymouth,  and  is  expected  in  London  iii 
the  course  ot  the  present  night. 

The  money  market  continues  inactive,  but  American  securities 
are  in  general  very  firm  in  value,  and  some  of  the  stocks  have 
manifested  some  tendency  to  a  further  advance.  Of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Spates,  one  thousand  two  hundred  shares  were  sold  this 
morning,  at  twenty *five  pounds  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  and 
further  sales  were  declined,  unless  at  an  advance  to  twenty-five 
pounds  ten  shillings.  The  Alabama  loan,  for  which  a  contract 
nad  been  taken  by  the  house  of  Palmer,  Macillop,  Dent  &  Co.,  is 
now,  through  the  insufficiency  of  the  powers  of  the  agent,  trans- 
ferred to  Messrs,  Gowran  and  Marks,  who  have  made  a  conside- 
rable advance  in  silver  upon  the  bonds,  but  who  are  not  absolule 
eontraetors ;  and  merely  are  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  market,  up- 
on a  broker's  commission,  as  circumstances  may  permit.  The 
other  new  stocks  are  going  gradually  into  circulation ;  the  Messrs. 
Baring  and  Brothers,  having  already  disposed  of  about  oaehiiD- 
dred  thousand  pounds  of  the  South  Carolina  loan.  The  prices  of 
stoeks,  in  which  business  took  place  this  afternooo,  were  at  the 
ekwe,  as  follows : 

New  York  5  per  cent  91a  94 ;  Ohio  0  per  cent  1850^,  101 
a  102 ;  South  Carolina  5  sterling,  95 ;  Virginia  6's,  1B44,  95 ; 
New  York  city  5's,  90,  sellers.  Discount  on  United  States  fatnk 
bonds,  6  months,  3^ ;  3  months,  3  per  cent. 

Sale  of  Michigan  stock  to  Morris  canal  and  banking  oonpany, 
par  less  d^  per  cent,  commission,  say  9125,000  loss. 
Say  sale  in  New  York  at  par,  the  bonds  in  ster- 

ung ;  1 1  per  cent  between  a  sterling  and  a  dot-. 

lar  bond,  (5,000,000.  •550,000  00 

Eight  per  cent  exchange  on  $300,000  of  interest 

for  25  years.  600,000  00 

Loss,  $1,150,000  00 

In  addition  one  per  cent  commission  at  New  York  and  Loo- 
don*  for  remitting  and  paying. 

Say  sale  in  London  at  par,  which  is  the  highest  quotation  for 
the  bonds  of  the  old  and  established  states. 
Stock,  entire  loan,  $5,000,000  00 

Eight  per  cent  advanta^  on  exchange, 
In  drawing  on  London,  is  cancelled  we  may  say  by  the  exchange 
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10  retnittinethe  debt  whctn  paid.  Tbis  makes  the  stodi  par  at 
home.  We  have  then  the  exchange  against  us  for  twenty-five 
years,  on  #300,000  of  annual  interest.     Loss,  $600,000. 

In  addition,  you  have  throughout,  the  New  York  and  London 
charges,  which  are  not  less  than  two  per  cent,  (say,  $100,000,) 

Say  a  sterling  bond  sold  for  six  per  cent  premium  at  borne,  the 
exchange  at  8  percent  in  remitting,  would  leave  a  loss  to  the  state 
of  two  per  cent  on  the  principal,  $100,000  00 

and  eight  per  cent  exchange  on  $300,000,  an- 
nual interest,  at  25  years,'  600,000  00 

Loss,  $700,000  00 

The  behest  offer  from  any  other  source  was  ninety-fii^e  cents. 
See  sale  of  Arkansas  stocks  at  less  than  par,  one  half  the  interest 
payable  in  London.  Alabama  sterling  bonds,  one  hundred  and 
two  cents.  New  York.  Loss,  $600,000  on  $5,000,000.  Se9  sale 
of  our  own  stocks. 

See  Newberry's  sale  at  ninety-three  and  ninety-five.    Univer- 
sity stock  also  with  the  interest,  yielded  about  ninety-five.     Seven 
fer  cent  Palmyra  railroad  stock  was  offered  at   less  than  par. 
6ntiac  DO  sale,  but  hypothecated  for  an  advance. 

London^  December  12. 


Alabama,            5  per  cent  sterling, 

94 

Illinois,.                6        **         1870 

95 

Indiana,              6        «        1861-6 

8&^ 

Louisiana,           5        -        1844 

95  a  96 

Do                  6  sterling,     1858 

102 

Massachusetts,    5  per  cent, 

93 

Do                     sterling. 

103 

Maryland,           6  per  cent,  par  to 

102 

New  York,         5        «         1^66 

95J 

Pennsylvania,      6        **        1860 

95  a  96 

South  Carolina,  5        "        1866 

95i 

Florida,               6 

90  nominal. 

Discount  on  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  3^  per 

cent. 

London^  DaC'  8. 
American  securities  present  no  change,  and  are  altogether  very 
firm.  Alabama  5  per  cent  sterling  is  quoted  at  94  to  95 ;  Illinois 
six  per  cent,  95  to  96 ;  Indiana  five  per  cent,  85 ;  Lousiana  five 
per  cent,  95  to  96 ;  do  six  per  cent,  sterling,  102  ;  Massachusetts 
five  per  cent,  93 ;  do  sterling  five  per  cent,  103 ;  Maryland  six 
per  cent,  par  to  102  ;  Mississippi  six  per  cent,  93 ;  do  five  per 
cent  sterling,  93 ;  New  York  five  per  cent,  94 ;  Ohio  six  percent, 
104  ;  Pennsylvania  five  per  cent  stocks,  varying  as  to  the  period 
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of  redemption,  95  to  06:  South  Carolina  five  per  cent  sterlii^,  (Ba- 
ring's,) 95  to  ^ ;  Virginia  six.  per  cent,  95 ;  Florida  six  per  cent, 
90 ;  New  York  city  five  per  cent,  90 ;  United  States  bank  shares, 
25Z7«.  6d.  to25Z.  10*. 

On  the  14th,  all  American  stocks  were  in  demand,  at  improved 
prices  ;  United  States  bank  shares,  £25  158. 

The  price  current  this  morning  gives  the  following  table  for  fa- 
cilitating the  computations : 

Exchange  on  England — One  pound  sterling. 
At  5  per  cent  premium  is 


•4  66 

4  67 

4  68 

4  70 

4  71 

4  72 

4  78 

4  74 

4  75 

4  76 

477 

4  78 

4  80 

4  81 

4  82 

4  83 

4  84 

4  85 

4  86 

4  87 

4  88 

4  90 

4  91 

4  92 

4  93 

4  94 

4  95 

4  96 

4  97 
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(C.) 
Interrogatories  and  Answers — Gov.  Mason. 

Interrogatories  propounded  to  Grov.  Mason  by  the  committee^ 
March  20,  1839. 

Ut  From  what  instalment  is  the  commission  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent  to  be  paid  ? 

2nd,  When  and  how  are  the  March  and  April  instalments  to 
be  drawn,  and  how  are  they  to  be  applied  ? 

3d.  What  amount  of  bonds  of  the  state  have  been  executed, 
and  with  whom  deposited  ? 

4th.  What  security,  if  any,  has  been  given  by  tho  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company  for  the  payment  of  the  loan  ? 

5th.  Has  the  arrangement  been  perfected  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  if  so,  where  is  the  amount  to  be  paid  ? 

6th.  What  amount  has  been  received  from  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company  7 

7th.  ReSHved^  That  he  be  requested  to  furnish  authenticated 
copies  of  all  arrangements  and  modifications  of  the  contract  of 
loan,  which  may  have  been  made  or  assented  to,  since  the  date  of 
said  original  contract  bf  loan. 

3farcA26,  1839. 

In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  committee  of  this  day,  I 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  state : 

rirst.  That  under  the  original  contract  with  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  the  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent 
was  to  have  been  paid  whenever  the  whole  amount  of  stock 
should  be  sold  by  them,  unless  the  stock  brought  more  than  par, 
in  which  event,  the  excess  was  to  be  divided  between  the  state  of 
Michigan  and  the  company.  In  the  event  of  no  sale  of  the  bonds, 
the  company  were  to  make  the  advances  as  the  instalments  be- 
came due,  and  in  such  case,  the  commission  would  be  paid  pro- 
rata with  thftir  advances.  In  the  sale  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  when  consummated,  it  was  agreed  that  the  negotiation 
under  the  agency  had  transpired,  and  as  the  bonds  of  that  institu- 
tion were  to  be  received  for  the  amount,  the  two  and  a  half  per 
cent  must  be  deducted  from  the  par  value  of  the  bonds.  This 
opinion  was  concurred  in  by  all  the  experienced  bankers  consulted 
at  the  time. 

Second,  The  March  and  April  instalments,  under  the  original 
contract  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  would 
have  been  drawn  for  on  the  first  of  each  respective  month,  but  in 
accepting  the  proposition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was 
understood  that  the  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  and 
the  interest  on  the  loan,  should  be  deducted  from  these  instalments* 
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The  balance  of  the  April  instalment,  after  these  deductions,  is  sub- 
ject to  a  90  days'  draft  from  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  month. 

Third.  The  whole  amount  of  bonds  authorized  by  law,  have 
been  issued,  and  were  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  to  be  delivered  on  the  consummation  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

FourtK0  No  security  was  required  of  the  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company.  The  agency  entrusted  to  them  is  based  upon 
the  high  standing  and  character  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
institution.  In  the  event  of  a  s^le  of  the  bonds,  it  was  believed 
that  the  company  would  in  good  faith,  pay  over  the  proceeds  to 
the  state.  At  the  time  of  the  contract,  the  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing company  were  acting  as  the  agents  of  other  slates,  and  bad 
deposited  with  them  millions  of  their  bonds. 

Fifth,  I  atr»  unable  to  say  whether  the  arrangement  with  the 
5ank  of  the  United  Stales  lias  as  yet  been  perfected.  Mr.  With- 
ers, the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  state  of  New  York,  forwarded 
me  a  copy  of  the  obligation  prepared  to  be  executed,  for  my  appro- 
val. The  obligation  was  relumed  to  Mr.  Withers,  and  I  have 
not  since  heard  from  him.  Should  it  happen  by  any  unforeseen 
event,  that  the  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is  not  perfected,  the  original  contract  will  be  in  force  and  the  in- 
stalments will  be  paid  as  therein  required.  The  March  and 
April  instalments  will  be  received,  less  the  interest  due,  and  the 
commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  will  only  be  deducted  from 
advances  actually  made  by  the  company.  If  the  arrangement 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  consummated,  the  obliga- 
tions of  that  institution  will  be  made  payable  at  the  Bank  erf"  the 
state  of  New  York. 

Sixth.  One  million  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  thus  far,  has 
been  received  from  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company. 

Seventh,  The  cqmrnitlee  are  in  possession  of  copies  of  all  the 
arrangements  and  modifications  of  the  contract  with  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  as  will  appear  by  printe4  documents 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Withers,  informing  me  that  the  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  has  been  consummated. 

S.  T.  MASON. 

March  30,  1839. 
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*  .  .         .  (D-)    . 

Interrogatories  and  Answers — Mr.  Romeyn. 

.  InterroffaUny  to- Mr.  /Zomeyn.— Was  you  present  at  any  time 
during  tbe  pnigress  of  the  negotiation  between  Governor  Mason 
aodtbe  ^  orris  canal  and  banking  company*  and  if  so>  please  to. 
state  fully  what  you  Jcnow  in  t'ela^tion  to  said  matter,  whether  )H>u 
saw  the  money  counted,  stampede  and  put  up ;  what  disposUioa 
wa0  made  of  said  money  from  the  time  it  was  cpunted  until  the 
same  was  deix>sited  in  the  state  bank  7  Please  state  lully  all  cir^ 
c^HnstBQces  connected  with  the  negotiation  of  said  loan. 

In  reply  to  the  above  interrogatory  submitted  to  me  by  th# 
coiQmittde»  I  answer*  that  I  was  in  New  York  in  April  and  May 
aad  June  last,  during  the  progress  of  the  n^otiation  between  Go- 
vernor Mason  and  the  Morris  canal  and  ba^itig  company.  Be- 
ing a  friend  of  Governor  Mason  and  acquainted  with  several  of 
the  dij^Qtors  of  the  company^  I  was  repeatedly  present  during  the 
preliminary  Degotiatioi>8^  and  at  the  consummation  of  tiie  contract* 
Lwas  lanMliar  with  t()e .  legislation  of  the  state  on  the  subject  of 
the  loan,  not  entirely  ignorant  of  the  public  feeling  and  expecta- 
tion in  the  matter, cind  my  opinion  was  asked  as  to  this,  and  as  to 
the  construction  of  the  statutes,  which  had  a  bearing  on  it  I  be- 
lieve that  I  perused  and  examined  the  contract  before  \i  was  ejie- 
QUied,  but  in  all  the  afiliir,  I  had  no  agency  and  no,  other  conneo- 
tiofi  than  that  which  naturally  resulted  from  my  acquaintance 
with  the  subject  and  the  parties. 

I  was  present  when  the  money  was  paid  to  Governor  Mason, 
on  the  fourth  day  of  June  last.  The  circumstances  are  fully  de- 
tailed in  Governor  Mason's  affidavit,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 
The  o^ney  was  not  counted  in  my  presence ;  a  portion  of  it  was 
counted,  I  believe,  in  Jersey  City,  and  the  remainder  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  all  s'amped  in  New  York.  A  part  of  it  was 
sCamped  ia  the  presence  of  Governor  Mason  and  myself.  Seve- 
ral of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the  bank  were  there  also. 
Broad,  distinct  marks  were  stamped,  in  red  cdort  on  eiu^  bill. 
The  (object  of  this  was  obvious.  It  was  known  that  the  money, 
after  it  arrived  at  Detroit,  would  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  who  . 
probably  would  count  it ;  that  it  would  bo  by  him  deposited  in 
the  state<  depositc  bank,  where,  according  to  the  usa^s  of  all 
hanks,  it  would  be  re  counted  ;  and  that  it  would  again,  in  all  pro« 
b^bility,  be  examined  when  paid  to  the  Commissioners  of  internal 
improvement,  by  whom  it  w/t>uld  be  disbursed  ;  consequently  any 
abstraction  from  it  would  be  discovered,  and  the  marks  on  it  would 
render  it  useless  to  the  plunderer,  and  conduce  to  his  detection.  I 
do  not  know  from  whom  the  suggestion  as  to  the  marking  ori- 
ginally came,  but  its  propriety  was  so  obvious  that  it  was  imme- 
diately adopted  ;  and,  as  the  result  proves,  it  was  a  jbrtuni^Ce  pre- 
caution* 

91 
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I  saw  that  all  the  bills  appeared  to  be  marked,  and  in  order  to 
have  a  copy  with  us,  an  impression  of  the  marks  or  stamps  was 
made  in  the  crown  of  my  hat  at  the  time,  where  H  now  rernauM. 

The  bills  were  put  into  packages  of  different  amounts,  and  with 
a  slip  of  paper  around  them,  of  small  width,  so  as  to  admit  «f 
their  behng  stamped  in  detail,  without  loosening  the  peokagoib 
At  Governor  Mason's  request,  I  had  directed  a  servant  to  pot* 
chase  a  tronk  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  money,  and  sent  it 
by  one  of  the  porters  of  the  Alitor  house  to  the  bank.  I  nevier 
saw  the  trunk,  until  I  saw  it  in  the  bank ;  neither  do  I  kiMiw 
where  it  was  bought.  It  was  an  ordinary  cheap  article,  woirth 
not  m(>re  than  ^ix  or  seven  dollars.  Ttie  packages  of  moMf 
were  put  into  the  trunk,  with  no  envelope  round  them.  As  sta- 
ted by  Goveruor  Mason,  he  took  the  trunk  and  contents  to  the 
Astor  house. 

This  was  about  eight  o'clock  m  the  evenmg.  He  asked  me  ta 
take  charge  of  it,  whicK  I  expressed  an  unwillingness  to  do^  e^ 
long  ago,  I  bad  made  it  i  rule  to  decline  to  carry  or  keep  mcsMy 
for  others.  It  w4s,  however,  agreed>  that  it  noight  go  to  my  nam 
for  the  evening.  I  went  out  and  returned  home  ^tween  9  and 
IdNo^clock.  A  servant  brought  the  trunk  to  my  roono,  and  set  it 
down.  The  key  was  in  Governor  Mason's  possesabn.  I  was 
engaged  in  writing,  atid  was  aknie  during  the  evening,  exoefC 
for  a  few  minutes,  when  Mr.  8.  R  Brady^  I  think,  called  on  me 
in  relation  to  some  papers  I  was  to  draft  for  him  before  I  left  the 
city.  The  trunk  stood  in  my  room  until  between  11  or  12  o'ckxik, 
wnen  Governor  Mason  came  in,  took  the  key  from  his  pocket, 
opened  it,  put  into  it  somie  smaH  matters,  took  it  to  his  room,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present^  I  have  had  no  control  over  k,  eicept 
when  I  cau^d  it  lo  be  put  in  the  offico  of  the  captain  of  the 
steamer  Etie,  on  the  morning  of  our  leavmg  New  York.  Thie 
is  all  that  I  know  about  it,  and  I  believe  that  Governor  Masoo'^ 
statement  is  full  and  fair. 

It  is  due  to  myself  to  say,  that  I  had  expected  to  leave  the  city 
before  I  did  actually  go,  and  only  remained  there  at  G<wernor  Ma* 
son's  request.  As  lo  the  history  of  the  trunk  and  money  after 
Ibeir  arrival  at  Detroit,  I  know  nothing,  except  from  the  Uover* 
nor's  statement.  I  do  not  know  the  source  or  mode  by  which  the 
nfioney  was  abstmcted.  I  have  never  made  any  charge  a^hMt 
any  one  in  the  premises;  neither  have  I  heard  Governor  Mason 
make  any.  I  have  explained  my  agency  in  the  matter,  and  this 
is  all  that  I  feel  incumbent  upon  me  to  do ;  others  must  take  oars 
of  their  own  reputations. 

I  have  never  directly  or  indirectly,  drawn  any  money  from  the 
state  for  my  own  purposes,  neither  have  I  received  frooa  Cover* 
nor  Mason  any  accommodations  or  advances. 

THEODORE  ROMEYN. 
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Swora  and  ^iibsqriM  before  me,  M^is  27th  4^y  of  February, 
A.  p.  1839. 

D.  S.  BACON, 
Chairman  pro.  Unu 


Inierrogcaories  propounded  to  Oov.  Maaon. 

IsU  Did  yout  by  virtue  of  a  Jaw  of  this  state,  make  any  nego- 
tiation in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  85,000,000,  and  if  so,  what, 
prior  to  June  1st,  1838  ?     Please  state  fully. 

2d.  Did  you,  in  behalf  or  for  the  use  of  the  state  of  IV 
and  by  reason  of  certain  acts  of  the  legislature  thereof] 
negotiation  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking*  company; 
any  of  its  officers,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  loan  of  mone; 
nae  of  thi^  state  7  and  if  aye,  when  and  where  did  said 
tion  commence  t  Did  «uch  negotiation  terminate  in  a 
agreement  f  and  if  aye,  what,  m  brief,  were  the  terms 
dilions  of  such  agreement  ?  and  who  were  parties  to  it 
fully. 

3d,  Did  you  at  any  time  receive  from  sajd  Morris  can$d  and 
banking  company,  any  money  for  the  use  of  this  state,  by  reason 
of  any  such  agreement  or  contract  ?  If  aye,  when  ^  aod  where  ? 
and  under  what  circun*iStances  ?    Please  explain  fully. 

4th.  Did  you,  on  or  about  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1838,  and  if 
not  then,  at  what  time  or  times,  receive  of  said  Morris  canal  and 
banking  company,  a  certain  instalment,  which,  by  the  terms  of 
such  contract,  purported  to  become  payable  in  or  for  the  month 
of  August,  1838,  in  the  bank  bills  of  said  company,  consistinjz  of 
•100,000,  or  if  not  of  that  sum,  then  of  what  sum  did  it  consist? 
and  iif  not  for  the  instalment  purporting  to  be  payable  in  said 
month  of  August,  then  during  or  for  what  month  was  it  payable? 
Please  state  fully  all  the  particulars. 

6th.  After  the  receipt  by  you  of  said  money,  and  before  its  pay- 
ment over  to  or  receipt  by  the  State  Treasurer  of  this  state,  we're 
any  of  said  bank  bills  abstracted  from  the  bundles  in  which  they 
were  contained  ?  If  aye,  state  fully  how  many  of  them  ?  to  what 
anrK)unt?  and  under  what  circumstances?  State  all  the  particu- 
lars, so  far  as  the  same  are  within  your  knowledge,  information 
or  belief. 

6th.  How,  where,  and  by  whom  was  it  first  discovered  that 
money  had  been  taken  from  any  of  the  packages  in  your  posses- 
sion ?    State  particulars. 

7th.  Is  the  document  marked  (A,)  herewith  exhibited,  a  true 
copy  of  your  letter  directed  to  Edward  Biddle,  Esq.,  dated  June 
18,  1838  ?  If  aye,  by  whom  was  it  sent  ?  and  what  directions 
or  instructions  did  you  give  to  the  person  who  took  it,  relative  to 
its  disposition?    Pfease  state  fully. 
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8th.  What  disposition  was  made  of  the  residue  of  the  bills  so 
received  hy  you  and  not  abstracted  from  the  trunk  in  which  you 
caused  the  same  to  be  brou<^hl  to  Detroit  ?  Was  the  sanne  paid 
over  to  the  State  Treasurer  as  in  part  of  any  of  the  sums  accru- 
ing to  this  state  upon  any  such  contract  of  loan,  and  was  credit 
accordingly  given  for  its  receipt  by  said  State  Treasurer  ?  Please 
state  particulars. 

9th.  if  paid  over  by  you  to  the  State  Treasurer,  was  it  re- 
ceipted for;  or  was  it  receipted  for  by  you  to  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company  ? 

lOlh.  If  the  bills  so  pnfd  over  and  either  receipted  for  or  cre- 
dited by  the  Slate  Treasurer,  what  disposition  was  afterwards 
made  thereof?  And  what,  if  anV  thing,  within  your  knowledge, 
information  or' belief,  was  done  with,  or  what  disposition  made  of 
the  sums  or  bills  obtained  as  aforesaid  ?  or  relative  to  the  defi- 
ciency appearing  after  such  abstraction  ?  Please  answer  particu- 
lars  fully. 

llth.  Who  were  present  when  the  money  was  delivered  to 
you? 

12lh.  Did  Mr.  Rpmeyn  know  of  the  money  being  stamped  or 
marked  ? 

13th.  Did  T.  Romeyn,  Esq.,  when  in  New  York  or  elsewhere, 
draw  a  check  of  $10,000  in  your  favor,  on  the  Bank  of  XJlintODs 
and  if  so,  was  said  check  paid  ?    Please  state  fully. 
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(No.  45.) 

Report  of  the  committee  to  investigate  the  accounts 
of  Benjamin  Porter,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the 
State  Prison^ 

The  committee  to  investigate  the  accounts  of  Benjamin  Poster, 
acting  commissioner  of  the  state  prispn,  would  beg  leave  to  re* 
port:  "! 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  they,  together 
with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  the  Senate,  pro- 
ceeded Ijo  Jackson  to  perform  the  duties  assigned  to  them.     The 
two  committees,  although  not  a  joint  committee,  resolved  to  act 
and  sit  together  during  the  investigation,  and  after  examining  the 
.  books,  the  works  at  the  prison,  the  buildings  on  the  prison  ground, 
and  hearing  the  testimony  and  explanations,  T 
and  the  clerk  have  come  to  the  same  general 
the  committee  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  tl 
Senate)  made  by  the  honorable  the  conimittee 
Senate.     Your  committee  would  further  repori 
tigating  the  books  and  check  rolls  kept  by  the  c< 
after  examining  the  works,  they  have  cqme  to  t 

the  report  made  by  the  acting  commissioner  t    

neral  on  the  dd  of  November  last,  did  not  exhibit  a  correct  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures,  amount  of  work  done  and  materials  on 
hand.  The  reasons  why  your  committee  came  to  the  above  con- 
clusions, are. 

First  The  amount  of  stone  reported  to  have  been  laid  in  the 
cells  and  other  walls,  was  more  by  over  300  perches,  at  that  time, 
than  DOW  appears  to  be  found  by  an  estimate  which  the  commit- 
tee made,  wnich  would  make  a  diflerence  of  some  83,000,  accor- 
ding to  the  estimate  made  by  the  commissioner,  which  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  from  all  the  facts  which  came  within  their 
knowledge,  the  price  set  by  the  perch,  was  more  than  it  ought  to 
have  coft 

The  next  item  in  the  report  of  the  3rd  of  November  last,  is  the 
amount  of  brick  in  cells,  &c.  The  whole  amount  of  brick  laid  in 
cells,  will  fall  much  short  of  the  reported  amount.  What  is  meant 
by  the  character,  &c.  your  committee  does  not  know.  The 
amount  of  excavation  done,  will  not  vary  much  in  quantity,  but 
estimated  price  per  cord  is  from  two  to  three  times  higher  than 
work  is  frequently  done  at. 

The  buildings  are  mostly,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  es- 
timated in  said  report  too  high,  particularly  one  of  them,  which 
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the  acting  commissioner  told  your  committee  be  bad  bis  doabto 
whether  any  thing  has  been  paid,  which  he  reported  at  •1,900. 
and  at  this  time  it  is  not  any  where  near  completed.  On  asking 
the  said  commissioner  why  he  reported  in  that  case  as  he  did*  his 
reply  was,  that  one  of  the  other  commissioners  told  him  it  was 
paid  for. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  from  all  die  ioibrmation  they 
could  obtain,  that  the  other  materials  mentioned  in  the  report  will 
fall  much  short  of  the  amount  exhibited  in  said  report.  In  r^ard 
to  the  actual  amount  6f  expenditures  for  the  prison,  your  commit- 
tee could  not,  eilher  from  the  books  or  the  commissioner,  nrrfre 
at  any  definite  conclusion.  The  amount  of  money  which  had 
been  received  for  the  prison  on  the  account  of  the  twenty  thou- 
sand dollar  loan  and  over  drafts,  there  appeared  to  be  a  dinerenoe 
in  opinion  of  the  commissioners,  of  the  amount  of  #10,000. 

Your  committee  also  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  com- 
missioner had  entered  into  contract  with  various  individuals  to  a 
very  large  amount,  to  do  the  principal  part  of  the  work  in  erect- 
ingthe  prison,  or  as  much  as  would  be  required  to  be  done  this 
season,  much  against  the  interest  of  the  state,  eveYi  if  he  had  or 
was  authorized  to  let  the  same,  (which  vour  cpmmittee  doubt,) 
for  the  reason  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  much  of  the 
Mrork  contracted  to  be  done,  might  and  should  have  been  done  by 
th^  convicts. 

All  of  which  is  respectfiiHy  submitted. 

A.  ALLEN, 
P.  SHURTZ. 
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(Na46.) 
Communication  in  regard  to  the  State  Library. 

2b  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the- Slak  (f  MuJiigan: 

5  herewith  transmit  the  encloeed  statement,  in  doing  which,  t 
beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  honora^ 
ble  the  legislature  to  the  past  and  present  conditioti,  as  well  as  to 
Uie  future  enlargement  and  preservation  of  the  state  library* 

OREN  MARSH,  Ubrarian. 

F*.  20, 1839. 


COMMUNICATION. 

T^ihe  Legidature  of  the  State  (f  Michigan: 

I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
amount  of  the  sum  which  has  been  appropriated  for  the  enlarge* 
dient  of  the  state  library,  has  been  expended  the  last  year  for  Sie 
satd  purpose,  agreeably  to  an  act  approved  March  21st,  1837. 
Amount  of  sum  appropriated,  91}000. 

BOUGHT  OF  COLLINS.  KEESE  &  CO. 

New  York,  July  20,  1838. 

TiUe  of  Voliime. 

Memoirs  of  British  Cattle, 
Book  of  Allegiance, 
Colliogwood's  Correspondence, 
Cobbet's  Parliamentary  Debates, 
Chitty's  Practice, 

do      Pleadings, 
Report  of  the  Cherokee  Case. 
Dunlap's  American  Theatre, 
Discourses  before  American  Inst. 
Day's  Reports, 

Edinburgh  Quarterly  Review, 
Stevens  on  Average, 
Register  of  the  U.  S.. 
Ottsley's  Statistics  of  the  U.  S., 
Bulwer's  Atliens, 
Lockhart's  Scott. 

Carried  forward, 


No.  Vol. 

Am'u 

1 

•8  00 

1 

2  50 

I 

1  50 

1 

2  00 

s 

14  00 

8 

10  00 

1 

2  50 

1 

2  00 

3 

8  00 

3 

12  50 

28 

45  00 

1 

3  00 

8 

8  75 

I 

1  80 

1 

63 

2 

4  00 
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Brought  forwardt 

TitU  of  Volame. 

Cooper's  Novels, 
Johnson's  Reports, 
Cowen's        do 

Wendell's     do 

Johnson's  Chancery  Reports, 

Ifopkia^'  do 

Edwards'  do 

4J9geU  on  LimitatiooSi 
do         Water  Courses, 

Cousin's  Prussian  Bducation, 

Life  of  Patrick  Henry, 

Loudon's  Cyclopedia,  of  Archt., 
do  do  Gardening, 

do  do  Plunts, 

McCulloch's  Com.  Dictronaryt   - 

Roscoe's  Life  of  De  Medici^ 

Robertson's  Charles  V., 

Josepbus, 

Demond's  Elements  cf  Morality, 

DiMersioQS  of  Purley, 

Burtoti's  Anatomy  of  Melajpcholy, 

Democracy  in  America, 

Johnson's  Dii^est, 

Carey  on  Wealth, 

English  Com.  Law  Reports, 

Wneaton's  Reports, 
do       Digest, 

Cain's  Reports, 

Hall's        do 

Digest  of  N.  Y.  Reports, 

Chaqcery  Digest, 

Chief  Justice  Marshall's  Decisions, 

Code  of  Napoleoi, 

Loudon's  Cyclopedia  of  Ag. 

Laws  of  N.  Y. 

R.  T.  Paine's  Works, 

Letters  from  Rome, 

Letters  from  Palnjyra, 

Life  of  A.  Burr,  2d  vol. 

Cases  in  Chancery, 

Fonblanque  on  Equity, 

Keys'  Maxims,    . 

Carried  forward. 


McVoL 

Amt. 

26 

13  00 

19 

85  50 

» 

60  00 

16 

103  13 

7 

48  00 

1 

6  fiO 

1 

G  50 

I 

4  00 

1 

2  50 

1 

15 

1 

1  75 

I 

15  00 

1 

15  00 

1 

22  00 

1 

16  00 

I 

3  OQ 

1 

I  75 

2 

2  50 

1 

I  50 

2 

7  50 

2 

5  00 

1 

2  50 

2 

12  50 

1 

1   50 

II 

28  00 

12 

60  00 

1 

6  00 

3 

9  00 

2 

7  50 

2 

10  00 

1 

5  00 

2 

10  00 

I 

6  GO 

1 

18  00 

2 

5  00 

1 

3  00 

2 

2  00 

2 

2  00 

I 

2  25 

I 

S  00 

1 

4  50 

1 

1  50 
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Brouj^t  forward) 

Title  of  VolnBM^ 
Rfeve  on  Descents, 
Wentworlh  on  Execulors, 
De  Lamartine's  PUgrunagCf 
Parker^s  Exploriag  Tour, 
Huren's  Ronie, 

Comoe,  McNish,  Foster  and  Mason^ 
TayloPs  History  of  tJ.  S. 
One  Box  and  cartings 


No.  Vdi. 


Am*t 

2  50 

3  08 

50 
50 
00 
75 
00 


'■ 

•748  80 

&^itember  10,  1838. 

EogKsii  .Cqbi.  Law  B^porU. 

30 

•120  00 

Exchequer  Reporte, 

6 

24  00 

Miffinfs  Methmi  of  ;iiooation, 

1  12 

Storey's  Pleading, 

5  00 

Law  of  Principal  and  Asenti 
Peter's  Reports,  12th  vol. 

4  00 

6  00 

Carey  on  Wealth, 

1  76 

District  School, 

1  00 

Montague's  Letters, 

4  00 

History  of  Congress, 

6  60 

Goodman's  Natural  History^ 

5  00 

History  of  Illinois, 

76 

Tredgold  on  Railroads, 

2  76 

Cousin's  Philosophy, 

2  60 

Lyell's  GSeoiogv, 
Dana's  Mineraloey, 
Holland's  Life  ofVan  Buren, 

6  00 
2  76 

1  00 

Tanner's  Narrative, 

2  25 

Young's  Mechanics, 

1  76 

Italian  Republics, 

63 

Ohio  Gazette, 

1  50 

Martineau's  Miscellany, 

2 

2  76 

Otoe  box  and  carting. 

1  26 

Recapitulation. 

Sum  appropriated  for  1838, 
Amount  of  bill,  July  20,  1838, 
*'  "     Sept  10,    '' 


•748  80 
203  24 


•208  24 


•1,000  00 


Carried  forward, 


92 
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Broaght  forward,  f 

For  trant(wlatioo  from  New  York 

to  capitol,  10  27 

96ft  9X 

Biili^DOB  unexpeix)edt  97  69 

3ui^  appropriatect  for  1887,  #2tOOQ  M 

1888,  1.0a0  60 


4UnQunt  expended  in  1687,  tl,8S4  10 

**  •*  1888,  962  81 


8,000  00 


Whote  amount  expended,  2,780  41 

LeaviRg  unexpended  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
hist  two  years,  1887-8,  218  M 

I  certify  that  the  above  account  is  eorreet  to  the  best  of  m^ 

koowfedge  and  bdief. 

OREN  MARStt 

J%&.  90th,  1889. 
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(No  470 

Report  ©f  the  majority  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion into  the  general  accounts  and  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement^  madie  April  9^ 
1639. 

To  the  Hanorahle  the  House  of  Rqnresenlatives : 

Tbe  majoritv  of  tbft  comnittee  of  iovestfgatioii  appointed  by 
tfatt  House  of  Repr69eoUtiv98  uoder  a  resolution  wbicli  appears 
upon  its  journals  of  the  fif si  of  February  iast»  and  in  the  foJIowiag 
words : 

''On  motion  of  Mr.  Tucker, 

Uuolvedt  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  house 
ofitsfH^sseolatives.  to  investigate  the  general  accounts  and  pro» 
coediogs  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  improvementi 
from  the  oif^nization  of  the  first  board,  up  to  the  present  timoi 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.** 

Whereupon^  the  Speaker  annouoced  as  such  comroitteei  Messrs* 
Tucker,  Smith,  Acker,  Axford  and  Jennin^  who  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  folbwing  report  and  accompanying  documents* 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  Hou^  reflect 
upon  the  great  nmss  of  documents  necessary  to  be  examined,  and 
the  wide  raqge  that  this  inquiry  and  examination  bas  necessarily 
taken,  and  the  amount  of  labor  your  committee  has  felt  it  their 
duty  to  bestow  upon  it,  that  no  apolofiry  will  be  required  for  tho 
apparent  delay  in  presenting  their  report  to  those  from  when 
emanated  their  authority. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  loo  much  to  say,  that  your  committee,  from 
the  commencement  to  the  close  of  this  very  arduous  and  some* 
what  exciting  investigation,  have  endeavored  to  keep  in  view  sole* 
ly  the  public  interests,  with  the  determination  to  dispense  eoual 
justice  to  aU  those  connected  with  this  very  important  branch  of 
the  public  service  i  and  they  cannot  but  n  Uter  themselves  that 
if  they  should  comnrui  any  error«  either  in  the  iaets  or  the  coockM 
sioos  to  which  they  have  come,  they  may  rather  be  attributed  to 
errors  of  judgment  than  to  a  wish  to'inflict  personal  iqury,  or  to  ef. 
feet  ulterior  objects:  for  your  committee  unhesitalifigly  declare,  that 
thejr  have  no  persona)  tK}Stility  or  prejudice  towards  either  of  the 
smtlemefi  wbose  public  acts  they  may  here  canvass ;  but  upon 
^oentrary,  their  intercourse  has  been  of  the  niosi  firieodly  che* 
racier. 

And  your  committee  lake  this  ocoasioo  to  say,  tbat  the  treat- 
;  that  tfasy  have  reoei  vsd  from  the  board  of  internal  improve- 
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mentt  geoerally^  has  been  that  of  civility  and  politeness,  withoDly 
one  exception. 

Yet  your  committee  are  compelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  them- 
selves,  to  thif  legislature  and  to  the  country,  to  speak  frankly, 
openly  and  fearlessly,  and  they  trust  candidly,  upon  all  the  matters 
committed  to  their  charge ;  with  a  view  to  mete  out  impartial  jus- 
tice to  all  concerned  *,  to  correct  abuses  that  they  believe  do,  or 
have  existed ;  to  liold  up  the  errbrs,  or  the  frauds  of  the  past,  as 
a  beacon  for  the  future — to  warn  those  who  may  follow  m  their 
footsteps,  of  the  rocks  upon  wt^ich  they  split,  aj)d  the  dangers 
with  which  they  are  surrounded. 

In  presenting  this  matter  to  the  Hoose,  your  committee  would 
particularly  state,  that,  from  documents' m  thdrpossessioa,  and 
which  accompany  this  report,  and  to  which  they  wodd  respect- 
fully require  your  attention,  it  will  appear  that  the  Central  rail- 
road passed  into  the  hands  of  the  state  in  the  spring  of  1^7,  and 
was  committed  to  the  charge  of  David  Ci  M'Kinstry,  acting 
commissioner,  who  received  his  appointment  on  the  10th  of  May 
of  that  year.  It  will  also  appear  by  referenee  to  the  sanoe  docu- 
ments, that  said  M'Kinstry  resigtjed  the  said  office  of  acting  com- 
missioner on  the  25th  day  of  the  following  October,  being  in  of- 
fice about  five  months  and  a  half,  during  which  time  it  further  ap- 
pears that  he  received  from  the  mternal  improvement  fund  #90,896 
80,  which  appears  from  his  vouchers  to  have  been  expended  in 
the  following  manner,  viz :  for  construction  988,S64  06,  and  for 
engineering  the  further  sum  of  •2)532  74. 

Yet  it  will  be  observed  that  in  the  item '  foi*  construction,  that 
but  852,907  76  can  be  properly  so  denominated ;  the  balance/ 
#85,456  80,  is  made  up  of  different  items,  but  [4ac«d  to  that  ae- 
ooont 

What  appeared  to  be  very  objectionable  in  the  transactions  of 
this  commissioner,  to  your  committee,  was  the  fact  that  a  large 
amount  of  the  last  item  had  been  expended  for  the  purchase  <^ 
groceries,  hardware,  implements  and  provisions,  and  a  portion  of 
^vtiioh,  from  the  testimony  before  your  committee,  was  taken  to  a 
store  in  which  the  commissioner  had  a  direct  interest,  nithough 
oonducted  in  the  name  of  another  individual,  and  disposed  of  as 
the  property  of  the  establishment,  and  for  which  no  credit  has 
be^R  found  for  the  state. 

-  The  amooDt  so  disposed  of,  was  estimated  at  from  two  to  three 
thbasand  dollars  If 

-  It  also  appeared  that  the  same  establishment  had  existed  before 
this  witness  was  fomiliar  with  its  aflSiirs,  and  therefore  we  were 
unable  to  establish  the  fact  of  a  previous  interest,  as  the  indhrida- 
al  who  managed  the  concern,  had  left  the  country.  Yet  yonr 
committee  have  no  doabt  that  a  previoiis  intereM  existed. 

Another  very  objectionable  featare  in  the  tranfeiaetiobs  of  iMs 
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coitoiiflBkyner,  in  <iomiectiOR  with  this  8t<^re»  was  the  fact,  that 
■eveial  bills,  and  to  a  considerable  amount,  were  made  out  in  the 
handwriting  of  this  commissioner,  purporting  to  have  purchased 
the  articies  therdn  enumerated  from  the  individual  having  charge 
of  this  store,  and  receipted  in  his  name;  which  were  allowed  and 
paid  from  the  funds  of  the  state,  and  which  your  committee  have 
good  reason  to  believe  were,  in  some  instances,  the  property  of  the 
state  at  the  time  of  sale. 

A  more  outrageous  transaction  than  this,  if  the  evidence  can 
be  relied  upon,  can  scarcely  be  contemplated,  and  one  which 
would  draw  down  a  severe  rebuke  upon  a  more  humble  indi- 
vidual. 

It  wiU  also  be  perceived^  by  reference  to  the  before  mentioned 
documents,  that  a  very  consiJerable  amount  of  money  was  ex- 
pended by  the  same  commissioner,  in  the  purchase  of  live  stock, 
consisting  of  horses,  cattle,  swine,  &c  &c;  ' 

How  far  it  was  necessary  to  make  these  purchases,  your  com- 
mittee are  no  better  able  to  judge  than  the  House.  Of  one  fact^ 
however,  they  are  satisfied,  that  the  state  has  been  Called  upon  t& 
pocket  a  loss  to  the  tui»  of  several  thousand  dollars,  as  the  result 
of  that  very  judicious  operation. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  your  committee  are  irresistibly 
led  to  the  conclusion,  that  from  the  commencement  of  the  puMie 
works  in  the  state,  and  particularly  on  the  work  here  altuded  to, 
a  more  profuse  and  profligate  system  of  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic fiinds,  has  nowhere  existed  ;  and  a  parallel  might  perhaps  be 
sought  in  vain,  but  for  him  who  immediately  succeeded. 

It,  hOwever^is  due  the  acting  commissioner.  Col.  M'Kinstry, 
on  this  road,  and  of  whom  we  hnve  been  speaking,  to  say,  that 
be  testified  before  your  committee  that  although  having  an  inter- 
est in  that  store«  yet  he  had  no  knowledge  that  any  property  oC 
the  state  had  been  taken  and  sold  tl^iere  at  any  time. 

It  will  be  also  perceived  that  James  B.  Hunt  succeeded  Col. 
M'Kinstry  as  acting  commissioner  upon  the  Central  railroad, 
from  October  25th,  1837,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity 
until  the  9th  of  May,  1638,  during  which  period  he  appears  to 
have  expended  Upon  said  rond.  for  construction,  $214,264  44^ 
and  for  engineering,  the  sum  of  $12,335  30.  It  will  be  borne  ia 
mind  that  the  chai^for  construction  covers  several  items,  as  the 
aoeompanying  documents  will  a;ore  fully  explain.  We  will  brie& 
ly  allude  to  one  particular  in  this  part  of  our  reports  and  pass  on. 
This  is  an  antiount  of  $2,492  09,  making  a  part  of  the  above  men**, 
tiooed  Slim,  being  an  addition  to  the  hardware,  live  stock  and  fur- 
mlore..  already  in  poasession  of  the  state. 

The  testimony  that  has  been  adduced  before  your  comnoittee, 
in  relation  to  the  transactions  of  this  commissioner,  generally,  has 
bsensooh  a9  to  establish  in  their  opinion  the  following  focts : 
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Fiivt  Thit  thlf  comiaiswotwr  his  hmn  ia  Ihe  hahk  af  WMf luy» 
ing  fiMnts  to  transact  the  business  generally  thtt  appertatnt  19 
hb  office,  and  that  he  has  entrusted  to  said  agents,  at  a  heavy  ex* 
pense  to  the  state,  that  portion  of  his  duties  that  the  state  had  rea* 
son  to  suppose  that  he  would  perform^  by  virtue  of  his  office,  and 
for  which  be  has  received  from  the  treasury  an  ample  remuoenH 
tioo. 

Secondly.  He  has  drawn  money  from  the  treasury  for  individ- 
uals who  were  not  entitled  to  it  by  law,  or  by  services  rendered. 

Thirdly.  That  property  has  been  purcliascd  by  kinn  or  bk 
agents,  when  not  required  by  the  wants  of  the  statCi  whereby  ibt 
state  has  suflered  loss. 

Fourthly.  In  the  purchase  of  blankets  from  an  individual  who 
had  smuggled  the  same,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  cimaoMtaoces, 
he  committed  an  act  unworthy  a  public  officer,  and  shooid  be  re- 
buked for  such  by  the  representatives  oi  the  people. 

Fifthly.  A  total  disreii:ard  for  the  interests  of  the  state  where 
they  came  in  contact  with  his  own,  as  evinoed  by  bis  votes  gtvw 
at  the  meetings  of  the  board  of  internal  improvement 
'  fai  support  of  the  first  proposition,  the  testimony  was  not  oriy 
ample,  but  very  conclusive  ;  and  indeed  it  was  admitted  by  Mr. 
Hunt  himself,  that  agents  had  been  employed,  to  whom  was  com- 
mitted  a  very  large  portion  of  his  business  upon  the  Central  rail- 
road ;  and  what  seems  to  be  particularly  objectionable  to  roor 
ecknmittee,  was  the  fact,  that  one  John  Beach  was  appointed 
about  the  first  of  November,  18S7,  by  the  said  Hunt,  a  disbursing 
and  general  agent,  and  through  whose  hands  passed  large  mmm 
of  money,  and  to  whose  care  was  entrusted  all  the  property  of  the 
state  upon  the  Central  railroad. 

It  also  appears  that  he  was  retained  in  that  sitoatioQ  for  tba 
space  of  about  three  months,  during  which  time  a  large  propi^rtioii 
of  the  property  upon  said  work  was  disposed  of  by  him,  and  aa 
apparent  deficiency  is  discovered  of  98,405  14  between  thesales 
and  the  purchases,  and  an  actual  deficiency  where  property  had 
been  sold  for  cash  and  unaccounted  for,  aiaounting  to  93,067  SiK 

The  reason  vour  committee  consider  this  transactioQ  so  vory 
odious,  Rf isi)8  from  the  circumstance  that  Mr.  Hunt  knaw  at  Iba 
time  6[  his  appointment,  that  he  was  advertised  as  a  pubKa  da- 
fiiulter,  or  a  fugitive  from  justice  from  the  st^e  of  New  York : 
and  yet,  under  such  cireumstanoes,  to  phce  liiai  in  a  sitoatioa 
whereby  he  cooki  plunder  the  people  of  this  state,  was  ao  ac*  sa 
flagrant,  that  year  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  aoeouol  for  the  uu^ 
tives  that  prompted  the  measure.  To  explain  mora  M\r  the 
manner  in  which  he  succeeded  in  coverh^  up  his  transaettoos,  wa 
wiH  state,  that  it  appeared  in  evidence  there  were  aaHMfoua  »- 
staaces,  in  which  he  disposed  of  the  state  property  to  those  who 
had  daiois  agamst  the  stale,  and  at  the  same  tisae,  la^ainrf  tbeai 
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to  tigD  f^Qoeban^  ns  ibr  money,  paid,  thereby  eaaUkig  Urn  to 
pofd^ei  the  amount  of  the  sale  without  fear  of  dotectioo ;  and  it 
was  ooly  discovered  by  the  testimony  of  the  individuals  wiUi 
whom  such  transactions  had  taken  place,  and  by  a  comparison 
with  the  pay  rolb  of  hands. 

How  nr  Afr.  Hunt  should  be  held  liable  for  these  sales,  or  fcr 
tftts  money,  is  a  matter  that  your  committee  do  not  feel  called  up« 
on  to  cSkr  an  opinion.  The  fact  will  enable  the  House  to  judge 
with  as  much  certainty  as  the  committee. 

That  the  state  has  suflbred  severely  from  the  manner  in  wbioh 
this  bumess  has  been  conducted  by'  those  agents,  is  a  matter  so 
•el&evident  to  all  those  who  seek  information,  that  your  commit* 
tot  need  not  offer  further  proof  in  relation  to  it 

Yet  to  nlence  all  cavil  and  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt,  yoor 
eommitlee  will  mention  one  fact  more,  amoi^  numerous  others^ 
that  sn^t  be  oflbred. 

A  prsctiee  prevailed  to  some  considerable  extent,  and  which 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  was  exceedingly  pernicious^ 
and  which  a  careful  supervision  would  have  prevented,  namely, 
the  attowtng  these  superintendents  to  certify  to  the  correotoesi 
of  tbeir  own  accounts^  whether  the  same  were  for  wages  or  pro* 
perty  sold. 

Our  second  propositioo  relates  to  transactions  which  we  belioM 
to  be  of  recent  origin,  and  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that 
Ibey  are  confined  to  the  operations  of  this  particular  commission- 
er. We  particularhr  allude  to  payments  that  have  been  made  to 
several  individuals  tor  the  buiUing  of  bridges  where  the  Clinton 
and  Kalanaaoo  canal  crosses  or  will  cross  their  farms  when  eon- 
sHuetod,  and  this  too  before  the  bridges  were  buih,  and  without 
any  evidence  that  an)r  thing  had  been  done  towards  their  building. 
IVnat  renders  thk  still  more  objectionable,  is,  that  the  vouchers 
shew  thai  the  bridges  have  been  huitt  and  the  labor  performed. 

Il  6irther  appears  that  the  Auditor  General,  nor  the  board  ^ 
intemal  improvenient,  knew  nothing  of  the  circumstances^ 

In  our  tnird  proposition,  we  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  an  item  m  the  accompanying  documents^  where  It  will 
appear  that  twenty^one  hundred  cords  of  wood,  or  thereahojnls^ 
were  puschaaed  by  this  oommissioner  before  the  road  went  into 
operation,  and  long  before  any  thins  like  that  quantity  could  bn 
wanted  if  the  stats.  The  loss  by  fire  and  otherwiss^  of  a  con- 
sidsgahla  partaen  of  the  same  since,  has  convinced  all,  that  the 
state  affain  must  pocket  the  loss» 

AjKWMr  suhyeet,  in  conoection  with  (his  part  of  our  iniiuiry, 
naay  uot  improperly  he  alhided  to.  It  appears  by  the  testimony 
thai  waaeneited  during  the  course  of  this  exanniastion»  that  John 
Beach  was  instructed  to  purchase  in  this  city,  artkJss  of  prov»> 
siens  aaigroeesiB^  and  ship  them  for  Saginaw*  to  the  care  of 
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oQe€hmlifier  D.  Williams.  The  purchases  were  made  in  tbe 
&I1  of  1887,  to  the  amount  of  about  $4,000,  and  paid  for  by  Mr, 
Hunt,  which  transaction  will  ultimately  coat  the  state  several 
hundred  dollars ;  as  some  of  the  property  was  sold  on  credit,  ami 
other  part  for  wild  cf. .  money,  which  is  now  totally  worthless^ 
and  will  in  all  piobability  continue  so.  Your  committee  cannot 
help  believing  that  this  transaction  was  entirely  unwarranted  by 
faiw,  as  it  was  inexpedient,  unnecessary  and  unwise. 

In  support  of  our  fourth  proposition,  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Adams,  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  im- 
provement, is  most  important.  His  testimony  established  the  facts, 
that  be  was  boarding  at  the  time  at  the  house  of  the  collector  of 
this  port,  and  that  Mr..  Hunt  requested  him  to  say  nothing  on  the 
snfaject  of  thdse  blankets. 

^  As.  the  nmlter  has  been  a  iSubject  of  indictment,  the  House  and 
the  country,  no  doubt,  have  the  necessary  information  conoemio|f 
it  Yet  your  cemmittee cannot  well  pass  it  by  without  giving  an 
opinion. 

It  seems  to  them  that  the  credit  of  the  state  should  be  placed 
in  bands  that  will  not  disgrace  it,  and  whose  example  would  in« 
Gukate  virtue  rather  than  vice.  It  would  seem  to  be  unnecessa* 
ry  to  attempt  to  prove  that  this  commissioner  has  manifested  ra* 
tber  a  desire  to  subserve  his  own  interests  than  those  of  the 
state. 
.  After  making  the  statenients  we  think  we  are  warranted  in 
setting  forth  in  this  report,  yet  if  further  testimony  is  sought,  it 
will  be  found  in  most,  if  not  all  of  his  votes  cast,  as  a  member  <^ih». 
board  of  mternal  improvement,  affecting  his  own  interests ;  and 
when  the  board  were  equally  divided,  his  casting  vote  would  de- 
termine the  question  in  his  own  favor. 

How  far  this  itiay  be  thought  to  be  correct  and  proper,  your 
committee  will  not  pretend  to  determine :  yet  your  c<immittee  am 
^f  opinion  that  a  contrary  course  would  probably  have  placed 
Mr.  Hunt's  pecuniary  matters*  as  well  as  his  conduct,  in  a  differ- 
eni  position  before  the  House  and  the  country. 

Your  committee  have  had  occasion  to  observe  through  the 
course  of  this  examination,  that  General  Humphrey,  as  also  Mn 
Lothrop,  since  he  beoan>e  a  member  of  the  board,  have  umformly 
sustained  Mr.  Hunt  in  ail  his  positions. 

.  It  will  also  be  perceived  that  Obed  Smith  was  paid  by  Mr. 
Hunt's  agents,  for  services  as  a  superintendent,  while  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  a  contractor  upon  the  public  works. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  from  the  testimony  before  them, 
that  this  contract  to  Smith  was  let  under  suspicious  chcumstances, 
without  public  notice^  and  upon  better  terms  than  others  wete 
willing  to  take  the  same. 

Widi  respect  to  the  description  of  funds  disbursed,  upon  the 
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fotA  tbe  wtaMftes  genersHy  lettified,  that  it  mtMly  ccdsisted  of 
the  worst  kind  of  our  safety  fund  notee,  ii>  dh«ct  violation  €X  the 
liiw  I  thereby  causing  the  pixir,  hard  laboring  man,  in  many  in 
Mancas;  to  sustain  ^erioua  Josses,  which  he  Could  ill  aliurd  to 
tear.  ♦ 

'  Your  committee  are  inclined  to  think,  that  when  good  funds 
are  received,  cither  by  cocnmtssioDerB  or  contractors,  the  opera* 
five. should  invariably  receive  the  samo  for  his  labor. 

Another  fact  that  might  have,  perhaps,  been  more  properly 
motition^d  in*  the  first  part  of  this  report,  was  sabstantiated  by 
frroof  beyand  a  doobt>  in  wh*eh  Mn  Hunt  exhifoita  a  perfect  disf 
regard  to  his  awn  rqputation* 

It  appears  that  one  Cody  was  a  contractor  on  the  central  rail- 
road, «md  in  presenting  his  final  estimate  for  adjustment^  received 
the  turn  tif  91^294,  to  which  he  was  not  entitled. 
'  It  saoms  to  be  the  usual  practice,  aa  it  regards  contractors,  to 
withhold  15  per  cent  from  each  estimate,  as  a  guarantee  for  the 
fefthful  performance  of  the  contract,  which  deductions  are  always 
nwiuded  in  the  final  estimate.  Through  negligence  or  some  other 
cause,  the  15  {)er  cent  was  twice  added  to  the  final*  estimate. 
After  the  ftct  was  known,  that  said  Cody  had  been  paid  more 
than  her  was  entitled  to  receive,  his  voudliers  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Attorney  General,  with  a  view  to  collect  the  amount 
overpaid,  previous  to  the  Auditor  General  assuming  his  dutv  of 
examining  accounts  ;  and  Wm*  B.  Hunt,  well  knowing  the  facts 
and  cipoumstanced  attending  the  caae,  and  while  it  was  in  course 
of  Htigati6n,  takds  oile  of  tl^  vouchers  out  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
erara  hands,  and  presents  it  tu  tlie  Auditor  General  for  payiiiept» 
without  informing  him  of  the  facts  connecleid  with  it,  which  that 
ofiicer  refused  to  audit,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  his  communica- 
tion addressed  to  your  committee  and  accompanying  this  report. 
*  Your  committee  would  8raw  your  attention  to  the  heavy 
amount  of  cost  Incurred  by  engineering  on  some  of  the  works  erf* 
italefnni  improvement  before  clrjsing  this  report. 

It  appears  by  reference  to  document  marked  (L.),  that  the  en* 
gfneerifig  on  tlie  central  railroad,  up  to  21st  February,  1889, 
amounted  fo  §29,656  65,  including  $4,851  88,  expended  by  the 
company  who  disposed  of  their  right  to  the  state  in  1837.  And 
the  enizineering  on  the  southern  railroad,  under  the  supervision  of 
Gen.  Humphrey,  amoutJted  to  $47,466  90,  during  the  same  peri- 
od of  time,  as  will  l)e  seen  by  referring  to  document  marked  (L.) 

This  last  mentioned  sum,  your  committee  feel  bound  to  say,  as 
appears  from  the  vouchers  on  file,  has  been  swelled  to  this  enor- 
mous timount  by  useless  and  extravagant  expenses,  justly  as 
chargeable  to  any  other  object,  aj  to  that  of  internal  improve- 
ment. 

By  referring  to  document  marked  (L,)  the  cost  of  engineering 
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cm  im  GimtoQ  Md  Kalunzoo  omkI,  vmier  tbo  n>Mi>gtof  iaOMs 
B.  Hunt,  will  be  found  to  amount  co  906^^7  37« 

Uoder  this  flame  Commissioner,  the  oott  of  engineariog.oii  ^tm 
Saginaw  canal*  (document  marked  L,)  in  the  year  1837»  amouBls 
to  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  thirty-two  dollars  and  sen^nty-eq^ 
eentfl,  wbtoh,  eonsidering  the  distMoe  surTeyod,  your  ooMnilcae 
ooneeive  a  ^wy  extrayaganl  amount  in  one  yeaf • 

Your  committee. now  proceed  Co  give  the  result  of  their  invs^ 
tigation  into  the  espeodittires  and  other  maiteors  oonneoted  with 
the  SoutiierB  railroad,  under  tke  tupervisicio  of  ijevi  8.  Honi* 
phrey,  who  neorived  hia  appointment  aa  acthig  CommiasioBer  ^m 
the  above  road,  on  the  10th  of  May,  183t,and  was  re-appoialad 
on  thb  9th  of  If  ay,  1886. 

Your  conNtthtee  will  pneaeot  the  facts  and  atattmenta  aa  Ihqr 
appear,  from  the  booka  and  Touchers  now  in  the  office  of  die 
board  of  taiemal  improTemeot,  as  well  as  (rcim  those  in  the  office 
of  the  Auditor  General,  from  the  commencement  of  said  Oma* 
esiisioner's  operations  up  to  the  dlst  day  of  Febroary,  188^ 
showing  a  correct  statement  of  all  the  expendittirea  ap  to  aaid 
date,  on  the  works  under  bis  direotioo. 

In  compliance  with  ike  request  of  yourcomrdttee,  Gen.  Hum* 
phrey  lias  furnished  the  following  letter,  with  accompaayiog  do* 
eumeots,  marked  A,  B  and  C. 


OwncK  OP  xm  Boam»  op  IifmurAL  Inraofi—ff,  ) 

jMm^4prtl6»1880L      y 

7b  T.  P.  Tueker,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  hwes^ 

ti^dtioTL 

Dbab  Silt-*- 

I  herewith  enctose  a  statemept  of  the  omoum  o(  moneys  re- 
ceived b\  me  as  agent  of  the  board  for  the  purchase  of  irqOi  wd 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  appliedi  as  far  aa  payaieata  baft 
been  made* 

Abo  a  statement  of  mf  account  aa  actiag  Commissiooer  firooa 
the  d^te  of  my  report,  January  Isty  183^  up  to  the  praaaqi 
tioie. 

Also  copies  of  the  resohitions  of  the  board* 

In  comparing  my  aocouota  with  the  accounts  of  the  Auditor 
General,  there  may  be  a  variance  on  account  of  Touchera  pvo» 
duced  and  paid  by  me,  but  not  allowed  by  him« 
Yours  respectfully. 

L.  S.  HUMPHREY. 
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To  Thie  P.  Tucker,  Esq.,  Chatrmdn  of  the '  Committee  of  In- 

vestigation* 

in  pufBUaacf  with  year  raquest,  I  herewith  prMent  a  «tate* 
iOMitjof  the amouot of  moncyS'ivceivGd  by  me  as  agent  of  the 
board,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  iron  purohaaed  under  a  re* 
solution  of  the  legislature,  by  virtue  of  the  tereral  nesoialiooi  of 
the  board  faerevRilHsubmiUsd:  beii^in  ail  .i7M89  12 

The  above  sums  were  placed  to  my  credit  in  the  Miohigao 
state  bank. 

..The  bauk  has  drawh  a  draft  jn  favor  cf  Hioka  in  €a,  of  New 
Yorktfbr  928,Q0Q  00 

They  bate.al^  dmWA  a  dtaftin  favor  of  J.  H. 
Whitoey^Jor  «,207  M 

.  Both  (f  ivhioh  havro  beoa  paid  .     . 
.  Tbery  have  tilsa  jdmwn  a  draft  in  favor  of  Bene* 
diet,BiMlConuogt  of  Albany,^  5,000  00 

The  balaao^  due  Hicks  &  Go.  of  •19/)00,and  the 
akmUot  due  Davis,  Brookt.&Ca  for  •15,10fl  J2,  Mr. 
Norton  agreed  to  arrange  in  New  York.  Ihavebderi 
i^dvisad  tiai  they  were  not  foid.  I  have  sinoefBade 
an  acraai^Dieiit  with  Datis^  Brooks  &  Ca  acoordiog 
Xb  their  reouestt  and  obtained  a  draft  on  the  Bank  oS 
the  River  Bauin,  for  15,000  00^ 

payaUe  im  New  York  at  ninety  days,  whiob  is  satis-  . 
lactory  to  them  and  made  at  their  request 

1  luive  pdd  Messr&  J.  L.  Wbituig  6s,  Co,  for 
transportation,  1,300  00 

Which  leaves  in  my  hands,  dO«Oai  21 

I  have  DOW  in  my  hands  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor  General, 
for  the  sum  of  twenty  thousaod  dollars^  which  might  be  applie4 
on  that  accoutSt  if  it  should  npt  be  settled  by  Mr.  Norton. 


(DOCUMENT  R) 
*  RMohlttons  of  the  board  : 

"^  Ritsohred,  That  the  Auditor  General  be  directed  to  dthw  tni 
Mii*nttlt  te  favor  of  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  agent  of  the  fcoafd  of 
kHennd  ttirprovement,  to  purchase  railroad  iron,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
e%M  thoiMMlnd  dollars,  to  pay  for  railroad  iron  purchased  for  \h6 : 

•tate,  by  Hicks  &  Co.  of  New  York."         -.  :  \t 

Adopted  January  0th,  18^0/ 

Ybas— Mf;  Bvrtt  Mr.  Mizner,  Mr.  Hunt«  Mr,  Robinson,  Mr. 

jEXMUIUp   "'O. 

Nays— 0; 
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"  Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  General  be  directed  to  draw  his 
warraot  in  favor  of  L.  S.  Humphrey,  agent  of  the  kmrd  of  coiBi- 
missionerS)  for  the  purchase  ot  100  miles  of  railroad  iron,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  legislature,  passed  6th  April,  1838,  in  sum  of 
thirty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  and 
nine  cents,  for  the  purpose  of  making  advances  on  said  inoa  and 
for  die  payment  of  freight."  ^ 

Adopted  January  14th,  IS  to. 

YBAs^Mr.  Humphrey,  Mr.  Mizner,  Mr.  Hoot,  Mr.  Robni* 
son,  Mr.  Lothrop — 6. 

Nays— 0. 

^  Whereas  there  is  still  due  Messrs.  Hicks  &  Cc^  of  New 
York,  for  iron,  the  sum  of  910,000,  to  James  H.  Whitney^  the 
sum  of  96,207  01,  fur  iron  and  charges  thereon;  to  J.  H.  Whit- 
ney the  sum  of  93,864  06,  for  iron  and  charges  thereon ;  to  Da- 
vis,  Brooks  &;  Co.,  of  New  York,  the  sutn  of  #15,103  12,  for 
iion ;  to  Edward  Wbalin,  the  sum  of  93,260  13,  for  freight  of  iron ; 
ranking  io  the  whole  the  sum  of  947,430  12,  and  for  which  an  orw 
der  on  the  Auditor  General  in  favor  of  L.  S.  Humphrey,  for  932  - 
328  09  has  been  ajlowed  by  the  board ;  leavii^  an  anpaid  bal* 
anceof915,]ll  03: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  General  be  requested 
to  draw  his  warrant  in  favor  of  L.  S*  fiumphrey  for  the  sum  oC 
fifteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  4bree  ceats, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  iron,  and  transportatioaand  charges 
thereon  ;  purchased  under  a  joint  resolution  of  the  i^[isiatuve. 

Adopted  February  12th,  1839. 

Yeas — Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Lothrop,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Huaq)bfe^,  Mr. 
Robinson — 5. 

NaVs--0. 


iSUdement  pf  account  of  Levi  S>  Jlumphrey,  Acting  Commission- 
er,  from  January  \sU  1839. 

(DOCUMENT  C.) 
1889. 
Jan.  18.  Received  warrants  of  Auditor 

General,  920,000  00 

Feb.  1«.  <«  *<  25^000  00 

M4n  14.  'V  "  20»000  09 


1839. 

Jan.   12.  Returned  vouchers  to  Auditor 

General,  920,736  26 


965,000  oe 


Carried  forward, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


*  Brought  ferirairdv  •*  f 

Jaa.  29.  *'  forerrors,  d^l  60 

Feb.  15.  «"  to  Auditor  Ge- 

neral,   27,044  86 
Mar.  18,  **  *•  21,976  13 


•69,957  26 

Baboee,  H057  25 

Vouchers  in  possBMion  of  L.  S.  Hum- 
phreyrior  eipenses  of  survey  in  Cass 
oounly,  not  paid  by  Auditor  General,    #S,I94  88 
Less  amount  of  pay  roll,  voucher  ncttn^ 
.   ber  14^  which*  is  twice  credited,  1,079  54 

•2,115  a4 
Vouchers  in  possession  of  L.  S.  Hum- 
phrey, for  expenses  of  survey  in  Cass 
county,  not  paid  by  the  Auditor  Geue* 
ral,  •  •1,805'  57 


•8,878  10 

The  •2,1 15  34,  iscredited  the  state  in  the  report  of  L.S.  Hum* 
pbrev,  Aclibg  Commissioner,  he  having  received  up  to  December 
81et,>175v000  00,  instead  of  •177,115  34. 

Your  committee  may  remark,  that  the  latter  document  shows 
liie  amount  of  moneys  received  and  expended  by  Mn  Humphrey 
since  the  date  of.  his  last  report  to  the  l^islature,  up  to  the  i4tli 
of  March,  1839,  being  21  days  later  than  this  investigation  ex« 
tends. 

By  reference  to  Gen.  Hunr^phrey's  report  to  the  board  of  inter* 
sal  improvement,  up  to  the  1st  t)f  January,  1939;  it  appears  that 
his  expenditures  on  the  southern  railroad  were,  •248,685  23 ;  and 
voQCliers  stoce  that  period,  have  been  duly  audited,  to  the  amount 
of  •47,981  12,  which,  added  to  the  above,  will  make  the  tmal 
amount  of  his  expenditures*  up  to  the  21  st  day.  of  February,  1889, 
equal  to  •296,666  35;  whereas,  the  amount  actually  expended 
by  -bian,  to  the  2 1st  of  February,  1839,  as  appears  from  the  books 
and.  vooehers  duly  audited  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  aboard 
of  internal  improvement,  and  Auditor  Generals  oflice,  is  only 
•273,467 '  50,  winch,  sufastraoted  from  the  above  sum  of  •296,- 
666  35,  which  Gen.  Humphrey  states  as  his  expenditure,  leaves 
a  difference  in  his  statement  of  vouchers,  up  to  January  Ist,  1839, 
of  •23,198  85 ;  showini?  an  error  in  his  own  stateasent  and  rei^ 
port  to  the  president  of  the. board,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1880,  of 
this  last  sum,  viz:  •23,198  85. 

From  the  above  statement,  your  committee  must  come  to  tfat 
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GODcIusion  Aat  Gen.  Hemphrey  intoDM  Id  deooW^the  botrd  of 
internal  impratenieat,  and  through  them  the  legislature,  by  hit  rt* 
porti  conve}ing  to  them  the  idea  that  he  had  ex\iendet{  thisamomt 
of  923,108  85,  and  hod  the  vouchers  on  file  to  warrant  the  same; 
wheieas,  the  fbcts  of  the  case  show  a  far  different  state  of  things, 
viz :  that  this  aflrK>unt  had  never  been  audited*  or  even  in  exist- 
Mce,  Other  than  fictitiously,  and  should  never  have  appeared  in 
bis  report. 

It  will  be  seen  by  refererice  to  document  marked  (A.)  how  far 
Gen.  Humphrey  acted  in  good  faith,  es  agent  of  the  board  of  in- 
ternal  improvement,  and  in  whose  hands  175,489  19,  watf  placed, 
for  the  purpose  of  payitig  for  iron,  aceording  lo  the  reaoltttioot  of 
the  board,  (Doc.  B.)  One  Ihing  is  certain,  thai  a  large  portion  «! 
the  money  yeC  remains  unpaid,  as  appears  by  his  tta4emeiit ;  siikI 
the  other  portion  that  he  alleges  to  have  been  paid,  no  vouchers, 
as  yet,  appear  to  have  been  filed  in  the  oflSce  of  the  board. 

Allowing  that  985,407  %i  to  iiave  been  paidv  there  idU  fe> 
mains  unpaid  940,081  21,  which  66f».  Humphrey  states^  (Doa 
A,)  was  to  have  been  paid  by  John  Norton,  jr.^asper  agreeiMnt, 
10  New  York. 

This  annount,  it  seems,  has  not  been  paid  by  Mr.  Norton  to 
these  diftrent  individuals  in  New  York,  and  it  will  be  perceived 
that  on  receiving  advice  of  its  non^paytiient,  Oen.  fimmphvey 
states  lie  has  made  an  arrangemeat  with  Davis,  Brooks  aiid 
Co.  according  to  their  request^  and  obtained  a  draft  finm  the  Baok 
ef  the  River  Kaisin,  for  the  sum  of  fld/XM),  payable  in  New 
Yurk  at  ninety  days.  Allowing  the  dedaction  of  tkis  sms  ifom 
Ibe  above  amount  of  $iO/^l  21,  it  will  leave  in  hisban<b  tMr 
081  21  yet  remainii^  mpaid. 

Further,  Gen.  Humphrey  states  there  is  now  in  his  handsr  iMr> 
ruiU  of  the  Auditor  Oeoeral  to  the  amount  of  •80^000,  which 
m^fbtf  be  says,  be  applied  on  the  iron  mooianU  shookt  Mr.  Nor* 
ton  fail  to  pay  tbe  same. 

Your  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  oonoeive  how  this  mmtf  MOi,« 
000,  audited  by  the  Auditor  General  on  the  14th  of  Marreti,  189^ 
ooold  in  Boy  wise  apply  6a  the  iron  account^  for  which  itm^mi^ 
quate  sum  of  •75,4M  12  was  expressly  provided 

If  this  twenty  thousand  dollars,  or  any  part  of  it,  makes  a  por* 
tiM  of  the  payments  intended  for.  iroOf  how  can  the  ameant  of 
•76,489  12  be  aceouoted  Cor« 

Your  conMnittee  are  given  to  mldsrstami  tha^thistwenCy  thcMK 
sand  doUars  was  expressly  intended  for  nayaieiits  doe  o»  thie  rnodt 
and  for  which  vooohers  to  tiiai  amoant  have  been  audited  on  the 
iery  day  the  said  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  obtamedL 

F0r  a  particular  explanation  of  the  amoams  of  mdaey  «r'> 
pended  by  Gen.  Humphrey  on  the  Soothers  railroad^  ymir  < 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


vaxnm  Txx^hBsmm  im 

mHtae  woM  mU  yoar  attentioti  to  the  amieied  abMef,  maiiecl 
(E,)  tether  widi  the  explanatory  noce  thereto  attached. 

It  appear!  from  a  stalcrnant  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
internal  improvement,  copied  from  the  books  of  said  office^  thai 
Octt*  Httinphrey  received  'ifioneys  fnwn  May  18th«  1887,  tti  April 
Ytb«  1898,  ti>  the  amount  oT  $72,924  84.  and  had  rotufoed  •  va«* 
chera  to  May  18th,  1838,  only  fur  $30,090  06,  Jenving  a  balanoa 
of  #M434  78  unaccounted  for  under  the  admroi  tratitm  of  the 
former  b6ord,  at  wiU  appear  frora  documeni  marked  (E,)  but ainot 
the  Auditor  Genettil  has  been  empowered  to  examine  aceouBtii 
this  defamation,  by  the  strict  aitenlioo  of  that  officer^  has  been  ro* 
diiced  to  $18,690  IB,  by  compelling  Gen.  Homphrey  toaf  ply  the 
warrants  issued  by  him  upoa  moneys  prariously  advanoed  to  the 
9ih  of  April,  1838.     . 

By  reference  to  the  condensed  abstract  marked  (F,)  eootainitw 
the  entire  substance  of  ali  the  vouchers,  shouin^  their  totiu 
amount,  as  weil  as  their  numbers*  from  the  organization  of  the 
first  board  of  internal  kmpro'vetnenftf  up  to  the  2l8t  of  Febniary» 
i8d9y  k  will  be  segi  that  Gen.. Humphrey  has  actually  aceountol 
for  ♦278.467  60.  ^ 

On  referring  to  document  marked  (E,)  it  appears  thai  the 
ttmount  of  cash  actually  received  t)y  General  Huoipbrayv  horn 
May  e^chteenth,  ei^thteen  huadiied  and  thirty-seven,  to  April 
Tlh,  1888»  was  $7%224  84,  «s  taken  from  the  books  dinriog 
said  jFear,  and  previous  to  the  Au(|ttor  General  ezerrising  the 
powers  of  Ms  office. 

By  a  further  reference  to  the  statementof  the  Auditor  General^ 
up  to  the'2lM  of  February,  1839,  it  wiU  be  seen,  thai  General 
Humphrey  received  from  iiim  warrants  to  the  amount  of  $280^ 

mo. 

These  two  last  named  sums  added  together,  make  the  total 
amount  of  moneys  to  the  2l8t  of  February,  184M>,  received  bjr 
Geo.  Humphrey,  equal  to  $202,224  84 ;  from  this  last  sum  de» 
duct  the  amount  of  his  vouchers  to  same  date,  $273,467  60,  and 
ii  wili  show  a  deficiency  by  Gen.  Humphrey,  of  $18,767  34  aow 
doe  to  the  8Ute«  and  for  which  there  is  not  even  a  shadow  of  ex» 
planation  offNied. 

k  will  be  remembered,  the  $75y43i9  12,  which  General  Hum- 
phrey placed  in  the  State  bank  to  his  credit  for  the  purchase  of 
iron,  fcrms  bo  part  of  the  above  accounts  of  expendtturesi  beiof 
a  tepanile  and  distioet  traosactioa  for  the  unpaid  babneei  tf 
Which  the  state  is  heki  responsible  uiilil  they  are  liquidated  ««> 
cording  to  contract. 

Without  reference  to  the  amount  of  $23,108  85i  which  should 
not  have  appeansd  in  his  report  of  the  1st  of  January,  1889,  lo 
the  board  of  internal  improvensent,  juid  the  mysterious  unwuw 
rentable  disposition  of  a  large  portion  of  the  $75,439  12,  entrust- 
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6d  to  6eh;  Humphrey  to  pity  forthwHk  on  the  oontTBet  for  iroo 
in  New  Yotk,  your  canmiitea  can  hnre  no  hesitation  in  saj« 
be:  that  he  is  a  defaulter  to  the  state  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
•18,767  ai 

As  for  the  other  two  sums  alluded  to,  ws  leave  it  to  the'  le^s- 
laiturer  to  draw  their  own  infi^rences  from  Gen.  Han>phrey*s  own 
statements*  « 

Your  committee,  before  oonolodin^,  would  notice  a  ciroem* 
stant^e  arising  out  of  Gen.  Burdick's  quitting  the  board.  It  a ppears 
that  Gen.  Burdick  was  appointed  pre«dent  of  the  board  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  in  May,  1887,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  ca« 
pacity  until  May,  1838.  during  which  time,  Mr  Adams,  the  clerk 
of  the  board,'received  the  tolls  on  the  central  railroad,  prtncipaHy 
in  notes  of  safety  fund  banks;  and  on  the  8th  of  February,  1838, 
laid  Adams  placed  in  tlie  hands  of  Gem  Burdick  9680  59,  and  on 
the  14th  of  the  same  month,  9666  05,  also  on  the  fourteenth  day 
of  March,  the  further  sum  $1,600,  in  alHt^OiO  64. 
.  This  amount  was  pbced  by  GSen.  Burdick  in  the  Michigan 
State  bank,  to  his  credit,  io^  the  same  funds  received,  there  imag 
no  provision  made  by  law  at  the  time  for  the  deposite  of  these 
funds. 

.  :  When  Gen.  Burdick  retired  from  office,  he  gave  to  J.  B.  Hunt, 
a  check*  on  said  bank,  for  the  above  amoant,  which  was  subse- 
quendy  handed  over  to  the  late  Dr.  Alden,  upon  which  he  recehr- 
ed:  the  sum  of  91,000,  in  city  funds,  as  a  part  of  said  amount, 
leaving  a  balance  of  9 1,946  64,  which  still  remained  to  be  paid  oo 
said  check,  (see  Document  6.)    - 

Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  for  your  committee  to  expiaiD 
why  this  amount  yet  stands  in  Gen.  Biirdick's  name. 

At  the  time  the  late  Dr.  Alden  received  the  91,000,  the  bal* 
Imce  was  offered  him  in  chartered  funds  of  the  state,  which  he  de- 
eitned  receiving. 

This  accounts  for  it  still  remaining  in  bank,  to  the  credit  of  Geo 
Burdick.   • 

The  bank  has,  at  all  tinges,  been  ready  to  pay  the  same,  and  m 
DOW  ready  to  pay  the  check,  when  presented,  in  gtMxl  chartered 
funds,  as  appears  from  Mr.  Norton's  letter  to  Geo  Burdick. 

YrkiT  committee,  in  closing  their  remarks,  would  briefly  say, 
that  so  fieir  as  the  accounts  of  Messrs.  Burdick  and  Barbour  of  the 
first  board,  and  the  late  Dr.  Alden,  together  with  Measrs.  Mizner, 
Hobinson,  Burt  and  Lothrop,  are  concerned,  there  is  nothing  ap» 
peai«  to  render  them  otherwise  than  satisfactorily  eiplained  and 
adjusted. 

Your  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  etpness  their  opinion, 
that  many  and  beneficial  changes  might  be  efllected  in  this  import- 
ant bian^  of  the  public  business ;  the  nature  and  perfisotion  of 
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whUv^hojr  leave  lo  d^  ^friaddbi  of  ydur  honorttUe  faody  ^to 
effect-      ;  ^  ■'.•.'    ■  -,    / 

All  of  which  1#rtepeefful(y  siibmitt^t 

T.  P.  TUCKER^    f 

HENRY  AGKBA, 
IRA  JENNINGfiL 


;     DOCUMENTS,     •  / 

CMmM  oUiraeiiftikExperMureim  the  Central  RoOroad. 

Central  railroad ;  D-  C  McKinstry,  commissioner.  VdCich- 
erf  in  the  office  of  the  board  of  internal  iro)^n>vea)ent ;  Bos.  1  to 
23»and  1  to  701  inclusive! 


Construction, 

•52.907  76, 

Provisions, 

13.716  28 

Implements!* 

13,612  97 

Depot, 

6.227  06 

Engineers'  wages, 

2,208  96 

Machinery, 

1,259  95 

Right  of  wjiyr, 

740  10 

Board, 

157  59 

Office, 

94  90 

Stationery>  and  printing, 

46  76 

Tr^veUif^;  expenses, 

34  54 

•nnflftft  na 

'                                        '       V-             - 

ttecoosiuuuiiofim 

Cofntructioo^ 

•55.907  76 

Rngineeriog, 

2.532  74 

Depot  ancf.  machinery, 

7,487  01 

Right  of  way, 

740  10                ' 

Implementi, 

13,512  97 

Provisions, 

13,716  22 

— #90.896  80 

Total  amount  expended  by  D.  C.  Mc- 
Kinstry, acting  commissioner,  990,896  80 

Toliil  amount  of  Warrants  drawn  in 
D-  Q*  McKinslrys  fuvor,  #90,896  80 

•  MJiB^emeDti^  ben  JDchidei  toob  far  the  work,  oookiog  meuilt,  all  hirdwaie  pur- 

94 
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CeMrtl  nuhtMMl  and  iep&t ;  H.  Aldeo,  uAug 
Voucbera  io  Auditor  GenentPt  office ;  Nos.  1  to  506  indiuive. 


Constractioa, 

•4O,a0S«T 

MacbiMry, 

ao;m26 

Enyoewtf  wagei, 

&fi&J  04 

Depot,  and  wood  atied. 

^17  00 

Boanl, 

054  28 

Ifflfdement^ 

822  IS 

Right  of  way> 

328  80 

Statiooery  and  printiitg. 

328  46 

Office, 

190  05 

TraTelling  ezpeosesi 

50  18 

Amount  of  Toucben  returned  to  Auditor  General,  73»M8  64 

Central  roailroad  and  depott  ^between  the  decease  of  Dr.  Al* 
den  and  appointment  of  E.  H.  Lothrop.)  A.  H.  Adami^  aecre- 
lary  of  the  board  6[  internal  improTement  Vouchers  in  Aodi* 
tor  General's  office. 

.      Construction,  •11,680  15 

Machinery,  3,610  01 

Wages,  1^2  34 

Depot,  1,268  76 

Implements^  618  91 

Board,  165  00 

Travelling  expenses,  16  12 

Right  of  way,  i  75 

•18,594  04 

Amount  of  vouchers  returned  to  Auditor  General,  18^594  04 

Central  railroad ;  K  H.  Lothrop>  aiding  commissioner.  Vouch- 
ers in  Auditor  6en(3ral's  office,  Nos.  1  to  244  inclusive. 
Construction,  •20,643  79 

Waflei,  5,068  86 

Madiinery,  4,273  23 

Right  of  way,  8,022  88 

Depot,  1»300  55 

Board,  313  83 

Stationery  and  printing!  212  23 

Travelling  expenses,  44  61 

Instruments^  36  75 

Office,  26  11 

-434,942  34 


Amount  of  vouchers  returned  to  Auditor  Generdt  34»94S  84 
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Ceotnl  riikoftd;  vondiers ia  Auditor  QenertPs office,  Nos.  1 
to  64  iociusiye.    L.  B.  Mizner,  tctiog  eo^missicMier. 


CoQStructioD, 

t8,804  87 

Depot  and  water  stations, 

966  44 

Right  of  way, 

348  82 

Board, 

287  31 

Machinery, 

244  83 

Wa«s, 
ImfMemenls^ 

214  74 

143  00 

Priotins, 
Travelling  expenses, 

41  00 
20  12 

Amoool  of  warrantt  received  by 
L.  B.  Misnert  acting  coinmisiioDer» 
from  the  Auditor  General,  up  to  2l8t 
Feb.  1830,  $5,000  00 

Amount  of  voiicbenro* ' 
tamed  to  the  Auditor  Ge- 
neral, 94,471  03 

Amount  of  salary,  485  25 

Cash  paid  Henry  How- 
ard, Treasurer,  in  full  of 
advance  of  •5^000^  93  72 

6,000  00 


•4,471  08 


(E.) 

Oenerd  abttract  of  the  Expenditures  on  the  SoiOhem  Rmtroad, 
L.  8.  Humphrey,  Actir^  Commisiioner. 

Southern  railroad ;  vouchers  in  the  office  of  board  of  internal 
improvement,  Not.  I  ta303  inclusive. 

Construction,  •28,713  42 

Wages  of  engineers,  10,597  66 

Board,  1,369  02 

TravelliDg  expenses,  1,862  88 

Provisiona,  1,257  44 

Implements^  1,195  28 

Instruments,  899  97 

Stationery  and  printing,  242  07 

Office,  169  27 

Medicine,  168  00 

Qab,  »*>75t. 


— : 945^24  21 


Carried  fi>rward, 
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t              1  BrcHS^iht  Ibrwftpd, 

• 

Vouchers  in  Auditor  Geoeiml^t  offieo^ 

Nos.  lio781iBclu!<ve^ 

.' 

1888. 

Construction, 

•155,028  9H 

.  Bridges  and  depot, 

32,860  68 

Wages  of  engineers* 
Right  of  \lray9 

12,735  34 

8,202  35 

Board, 

6,239  80 

Travelling  expenses, 

925  09 

Instruments,  = 

483  72 

Office 

472  90 

Stationery  and  printings   • 

889  4& 

1837  and  1838. 

Havre  branch  rtthroad ;  vouchers  in  the  office  of 
board  of  internal  imf)rovementt  Nos.  1  to  1^  inchi> 
five.  Vouchers  in  Auditor  General's  offilce,  Nos.' 
1  to  26  inclusive. 

Board,  $2S9  22 

Wages  of  engineers,  4B5  27 

Travelling  expenses,  34  01 

Stationery  and  printing,  8 '50 

Instruments,  8  25 

Office,  15  59 


1887. 

St.  Joseph  river  survey ; 

vQuebers  in  the  office 

of  the  board   of  internal 

improvement,  parcels 
(B.)Nos.  1  tol5i(C.) 

maiked  (A )  Nos.  1  to  22 ; 

Nos.  1  to  23;  (D.)  Nos.  1  to  10:  (E.)  Nos.  1  to 

110  and  6,  7, 8. 

Wages  of  engineers, 

•8,869  26 

Provisions, 

8O6  99 

Travelling  expeEkSes, 

610  44 

B  iard. 

882  67 

Iniplementa, 

Office,  (Gash  «51 18,) 

821  82 

99  26 

Instruments, 

72  75 

Stolionery, 

40  45 

1888.        ,  ^ 

^^  Cassopolis  survey. 

Total  ftmoiiot  «r  expemes  of  engineering, 


^ 


mfl»a 


910  Si 


J,788  le 
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Southern  railroad  construction^ .  9183,742  33^ 

Southern  railroad  engineering,  tsejeei  94j 
Havre  branch  railroad  engineering,  910  84 

St.  Joseph  river  survey        do  5,783  16 

Cassopolis  survey  do  [3,910  96 


Sputhern  railroad  bridges  and  depot,      32,860  68 
dp.      do      right  of  way,  8,202  35 

do        do      implements,  1,195  23 


47,466  90^ 


42,^58  86 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  9273,467  50 

by  L«  S.  Humphrey,  acting  CommissioDer. 


Southern  Baiiroad.    . 

' '  Tota}  arbount  of  Warrants  received  by  L.  S.  Humphrey  from 
the  auditor  of  the  board  of  internal  improvemenf^  up  to  April  7, 
1838,  972,224  84 

Amount  of  wiirrants  received  from  the  Auditor 
General  up  to  February  21st,  1839,  220,000  00 

9292,224  84 
Total  amount  of  etpenditures  on  southern  rail- 
road by 'L.  iS.  Humphrey,  as  per  voubhers  returned 
to  the  above  officers,  273,467  50 


"  Balancd  due  the  state  by  L.  S.  Humphrey  on 
the  21  St  February,  1839,  918,757  34 

NoTB.  Gen.  Humphrey  has  vouchers  to  the  amount  of  91r 
805  57>  which  have  not  been  audited.  There  is  an  amount  of 
91»?33  04.of  property,  including  9233  16  cash,  obtained  by  H,Lr. 
Stewart  of  tne  Stf  Joseph  river  survey »Jor  the  disposition  of 
which  there  are  no  vouchers  or  other  evidence. 

The  term  "  implements^  includes  all  articles  necessary  H  an 
engineer's  party,  such  arhbrses,  cooking 'Utensils,  lents,  &c.    ' 

"*  Engineering'*  ih  all  the  «bstrac^  hicludes  wages,  boand,  tra- 
velling expenses,  instruments,  stationery,  office  rent,  &c. 
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Levi  &  Mwigpkrejf,  ActiMJf 
DR. 


1887, 


May  18.    To  warrant  from  auditor  o{  boardi 

Aug.  80.  do  do 

Dec  18.  do  do 

1838. 

March  1.  do  do 

9.  do  do 

April  7.  do  do 


CR. 
1838. 
Jan.  13.    By  instrument!,  9840  00 

Havre  branch  railroad,  61  74 

Southern  railroad,  19,285  07 


April  7. 

July  25. 
Oct   28. 


Survey  St  Joseph  river,  95,627  15 
Havre  Branch  railroad,  235  99 
Southern  railroad,  17,560  11 


Southern  railroad,  15,358  65 

Survey  St.  Joseph  river,     156  00 

Southern  railroi^ 
Balance, 


#10,000  00 
10,000  00 
10,000  00 

2,224  84 
10,000  00 
80,000  00 

$7%S24  84 


March  27,  1839. 


#12,666  81 


23,423  25 


*15,514  65 
♦1.963  97 
18,656  16 

172^4  84 


Oeneral  Ahttrad  of  the  Expenditures  an  the  Central  Railroad 
and  other  worla.    /.  B.  JETtrnt,  Comindsnaner. 

.     168^-8. 

Central  railroad;    vouchers  in  the  office  of 

board  of  internal  ioBprovenoent,  Nos.  1  to  1,414 

inclusive. 

Construction,  8164,108  S5 

Machinery,  29,180  07 


Carried  forward, 


toUqr.iasr. 


itWH  w«M  sBdilid  by  B.  Abbott,  Aadilor  GcMnl,  10  aiv^  oa  adriBM  pri« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSm  IXXTUMBNTS. 


?«7 


Brooght  (bcwardy 

Waffes  of  6QgtM6n» 

ImpTementit 

Board, 

Depot, 

Office, 

Right  of  way, 

Trayelling  dzpeoses, 

Stationery  and  prioting, 


•13,195  66 
9^665  04 
4,882  98 

i,8U2  as 

2,202  86 
77it  82 
720  18 
861  97 
209  69 


1887. 

Clititoo  and  Kabmano  caoal ; 

vouehers  is  the 

office  of  board  of  internal  improvemleot,  Not.  1  to 

114  indorive. 

1888. 

Youchert  in  the  office  of  Aoditw  General,  No*. 

1  to  107,  incliuive. 

CoiMtraction. 

•30.808  80 

Waffesofeagiiieen, 

90.580  01 

Wood, 

3.887  20 

BritkpM^ 
ImiMeinents, 
Travelling  expeoiea, 

1.830  81 
1,871  94 
1.053  80} 

Right  of  way, 

3.S83  37 

Provisioat,      > 

1,549  70 

lostromeqta, 

374  89 

Stationery  and  printing, 
CMfice, 

828  891 
94  Ofil 

-  •226,619  74 


18ST 

Sa^naw  canal ;  Touchers  in  office  of  board  of 
intenuil  improTement,  Nos.  1  to  42  inclusive. 
Wages  of  engineers,  •4,768  00 

Provisions,  4,626  27 

Travelling  expenses,  726  44 

Board,  460  89 

Implements,  420  94 

Stationery  and  printing,  28  47 

/         Office,  10  68 

Instruments,  6  09 


1887-8. 

Northern  railroad  *,  vouchers  in  office  of  board 

Carried  finrward, 


68,661  16 


10,982  78 
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•8^7  87 

1,172  96 

464  96 

623  70 

571  16 

72  60 

64  46 

23  15. 


'-  Brought  forward, 
of  iDtemal  improirertMit 
Wages  of  engineert, 
Provisions, 
Implementoy 
Board, 

Travelling  expenses, 
Office, 

Stationery  and  printing, 
Instrumental 

1887. 

Kalamassoo  riner  surraj ;  vooohars  in  offiba  of 
board  of  internal  improvement 

Waces  of  engineers,  91,024  24 

Implements,  187  50 

Provisionsr  65  85 

Travelling  expenses^  55  60- 

Board,  82  75 

Stationery,  22  00 


Total  amH  of  J.  B.  Hunt's  expenditure. 
Condensed  abstract  of  the  foregoing. 
Central  railroad  f  Cihiton  and  Kalamazoo  canal« 
Construction,  $1 77,298 .  90 

do       '"'  26,868  86 


•11,390  67 


1,386  84 
•306^1  19 


Central  railroad  i  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal ; 
Sagihaw  oanid ;  Northern  railroad ;  Kalamazoo 
river  survey. 

Engineering,  .  #12^835  80 

do  26.267  27^ 

do  10,511  84  . 

do  11,890  67 

do  1,386  84 


•804,167  76 


Central  railroad.  ^ 
Machinery,  right  of  way,  implements 

and  depot,  •86,985  54 

Clinton  and  Katamizoo  canal. 
Bcidgesi  implements,  and  right  of 

way,  5,525  02( 

Saginaw  canal. 

Carried  forward,  .  • 


61341  02^ 
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'    Brought  forward 
Impiements, 


4S0  M 


Total  tttnokint, 

/.  B.  Hunt,  Dr. 

Amount  of  moneys  received  Up  to  February 
2l8t,  1839,  as  per  books  of  the  board  of  internal 
improvement,  $825,000  00 

Amount  paid  &  (jeach,  dOO  QO 

Cr. 

Amount  of  vouchers  returned  to  office  of  the 
board  of  internal  improvement,  arid  Auditor  Gene* 
ral's  office,       x  ,  . 

Balance, 
Amount  advanced  contractors  by  order  of  boUrd 
of  internal  improvement. 


•906,041  19 


825^  00 


808,941  19 

•16,558  61 

15,000  00 


Biilance,  91,558  81 

Notes  to  the  amount  of  •  146  77  ^re  at  present  in  the  bands  of 
Mr.  Hunt,  from  different  indlviJuats,  In  exchange  for  property 
sold  them,  which  bedame  due  during  the  past  year. 


General  abstract  of  thu  eitpeiidUures  an  the  Northern  Railroad 
and  Saginaw  Cand.  W.  A.  Burt,  Commissioner^  {appoint-- 
ed  May  9th,  IS^S.) 

Northern  railroad;   vouchers  in  Auditor  Grone- 
raPs  office,  Nos.  80  to  86,  and  1  ta  102  kiekbive; 


Construction, 

•10.768  87 

Wages, 

4,955  41 

Board, 

1,211  67 

Travelling  expense^ 

857  40 

Proviskxili, 

840.70 

OfiK^             % 

0881 

Stationery  and  printing. 

129  84 

Instruments, 

18  88 

Right  of  wdy. 

6  00 

, 

Implements^ 

213  50 

^18,064  M 

Carried  forward, 

t 
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brought  forward, 
Saginaw  caiml  {-vouchers  in  Auditor  GeneraPs 

office,  Nd^.  1  to  38  Moliisive. 

-      CoBttriiction,  $6fi97  09 

Wttji^  SfiM  65 

Provisions,  194  22 

Board,  108  87 

Travelling  expenses,  '       (*2  60 

Instrument^  62  50 

Stationery  and  prmting,  53  51 

Implements,  14  04 

'      Office,  12  34 


Gran<j  total 

Condensed  Abstract  of  the  above. 
•10,763  37 
6,097  09 


,  ."T^brtVera  railroad,  construction, 
Saginaw  canal,  do 

Northern  railroad,  engineering, 
. .  Sagjqaw  canal,  do 

Northern  railroad,  rigtit  of  w^, 

do  implements, 

Saginaw  canal, 


•7,081  21 
4,120  69 

«6  00 

213  50 

14  04 


.      t  Grand  total,  to  6th  March,  1830, 

'*     ;       \^     '  Br. 

Amount  of  warrants  received  by  \Vm.  A.  Burl, 
from  the  Auditor  General,  '      928,895  90 

Or. 

Amount  of  voucsiKfs  ritumed-  to 
Auditor  Genertl,  28,895  fO 


10,831  82 
•281,895  95 

17,410  46 
li;201  90 

233  54 

•28,895  90 


Abstract  of  the  etepetditures  on  the  Orand  and  Kdkmmam  rinerf 
survey  and  iSatA  Ste.  Marie  Canal.  Rix  Sobinsoi^  €tcting 
commissumen.    {Appointed  May  9bh,  1888.) 

Grand  river  survey ;  vouchers  in  Auditor  GeneraPs  office.  Not. 
1  to  67  inclusive.  ... 

.  .  ,Laboiv  ^8,311  66 

Implement^  1,607  18 

Carried  forward,  ♦ 
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'' Brought  forwardy 
Wages  of  Bngineen^ 
Board, 
Provisions, 
Cash, 
Office, 

Travelling  expenGMes^ 
Stationery  and  ptribting, 


i^a  13 

50  Oa 

3(V  87 
t?  12 


Kalamazoo  river  survey  ;  vouchers  in  Auditor 

Generars  office,  Nos.  I  to  7  inclusive. 

Labor,  2,300  00 

Wages  of  engineers,  491  75 

Travelling  expenses,  23  3/ 

,       Boawl,                                     ^  16tl0 

Stationery  and  printings  13  75 

Provisions,  11  60 

Implements,  10  25 


Sault  Ste.  ft! 
ditor  Generars 
Wages  ol 
Traveilin, 
Stationer 
Board, 
Instruments, 


rey;  vouchers  in  Au- 

#502  75 

164  85 

34  75 

IS  00 

3  94 


1837-8. 

Expended  by  J.  Jklling  on  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
canal  for  eogintfjri^gv 

Total  amounts 
expended  by  Rix  RoUnbon  on  the  above  #orks; 

Grand  and  Kalamazoo  rivers'  ^rf  eys,  Gnind 
Sfidilaliimazooand'Hault  Ste.  Marie. 

Labor,  -  WQ,eU  7* 

Engineering,  7,804  26 

■  !  I" 

Amount  expe&dei  by  Rix  Robin-    . 
son,  #17,263  67 

Add  for  salaij^  6fi0^6^ 


Carried  forward, 


#13^679  56 


#2,866^82 


724  29 

•Mfl2  27 
«1M)&  94 


'   A  .'I 
■1 
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Brought  forward, 

This  amount  agreoa  with  Mr.  Robinson's  report* 
though  the  iteiiis  are  different,  he  having  divided  his 
salary  among  the  difierent  works  in  proportion  to 
the  expenditure; 

Amount  of  warronts  received  by  Rix  Robinson, 
Acting  Commissi>>ner,  from  the  Auditor  General, 
up  to  2 1  St  Feb^  1831^,  920,000  00 

Aiouiint  of  voucliers  returned  to  Au- 
ditor General,  17,614  13 

Palapce, 


$2,185  8T 


SUUement  of  ike  Expenses  of  running  the  Cars  and  Bepairs  of 
the  Central  Railroad,  from  March  Sth,  1888,  to  March  26dk, 
1839. 

A.  H.  Adams,.8ecretary  of  the  board,  from  March  8,  to  May 
10th,  1838. 

Repairs  and  finishing  route,  - 


ight. 


688  14 


-  L.  B»  Mizner,  acting  commissioner  from  May 

mthtoJune  25th,  1838. 

Wood  and  sawing  it,  9278  87 

Oil,  62  50 

.    EhAioeers'  wages,  266  00 

Weighing  and  loading  freight,  435  24 

i  .  .Stepclt  and  water  stations,  807  62 

Machinery  and  carsy  ,  1|461}  27 

Repairs  and  6aithiiig  fopd*  .     100  00 

H.  Alden,  acfHiig  eomrmssioner  from  June  27th, 
to  October  6th,  1^38. 

^  *    Iteptfrs  and  finishing  road,  91,292  29 

Wood  and  sawing  it,  •  20  80 

Oil,  .7  00 

Engineers*  ^agos,  1,269  14 

r.  i    Weigbiiig  And  loading  freight,  946  36 

■■■       .  y 

.  Carried  f<x*ward,  f 


•3,728  52 


•8,517  OjO 
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"    Broagbt  fonrard, 
Ifaehinerv  and  care, 
Depot  and  water  itationa, 


Deduct  for  repairs  of  road, 
Expene  of  runniog  cars, 


701  68 
698  66 


4,014  4S 

•12484  05 
2,991  61 


'  ^Ifm  34 

IVom  August  lih,  183S,  to  March  26th,  1889,  inclusive. 
H.  Aldcn,  acting  commissioner,  Central  railroad. 
Repairs  on  road,  •9,028  84 

Wood  and  sawing,  1'^^  1^ 

Oil.  M3  87 

Wages  of  engineers,  firemen,  way 

collectors  and  machine  shop  ex- 

penses,  4,857  92 

Depot  and  water  stations,  expenses 

of  weighing  freight,  3,716  75 

Rent  of  stor^odse,  60  00 

Offices  of  collectors  of  tolls,  central 

railroad,  88  94 


A.  IL  Adams,  secretary  of  board  internal  im- 

DPOVOIDOni* 

Repair  on  road,  •2,269  07 

Wood  and  sawing,  55  61 

Oil.  1,162  47 
Wflgesof  engineers,  firemen,  way 
collectors  and  machine  shop  ex- 

penses,  2,928  69 
Depot  and  water  stations,  expenses 

of  weighing  freight,  1,782  Ti 

Rent  of  storehouse,  60  00 

Collector's  office,  23  39 

E»  H.  Lothrop,  acting  commissioner  central  rail- 
road. 

Repairs  on  road,  •607  03 

Wood  and  sawing,  841  25 

Wages  of  engineers,  firemen,  way 
collectors  and  machine  shop  ex- 
pei^aes,  3,314  17 

'  Carriad  Ibrward,  • 


18,816  98 


8,281  90 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Depot  water  itatioDS,  and  weigh- 
ing freight  1»&15  63 
Rent  of  storehouse,  120  00 
Collector's  office,  19  13 
Ox  baled  and  costs  of  suit,                   78  88 


Total  amount, 
P.  Teller's  account  for  oiU  not  audited  or  paid, 

J.  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissiooer  central  railroad. 

Provisions^  915  00 

Oats.  7  18 

Wood,  2,659  84 

Cleaning  track,  &c.  758  13 

Oil,  564  99 

Water  staHipm,  92  47 

Fees  of  suit,  5  00 


6,496  28 

•98,595  16 
607  50 


Total  amount. 

Deduct  repairs  Qa  road  and  finishing  it, 

Brought  forward, 

Total  expenses  of  running  cars  up  to  March  26, 
1839. 

Amount  of  tolls  I'eeeived  from  January  10, 1888, 
to  March  26,  1839, 


4,002  06 

•88,204  72 
11,904  44 

•26,300  28 
9,798  94 

$86,094  22 

M,M6  76 

•14,992  54 


t^^i^tofihe  expenditfires  on  the  various  works  of  Inkmcd  hmr 

provement. 

Central  railroad,  D.  C  McKinstrv,  commissioner. 
Construction,  '    •88,304  0^ 

En^^ineeriog^  2^2  74 


Central  railroad,  J.  E  HunU  comminiooer, 
Constructioo,  ^214,284  44 


•90^996  80 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forwtrdy 
Eogioearingr 

|{«  Aldeo,  commissioner. 
Construclioo, 
Machinery^  , 
Engiiieeringt 

i'A.H.  Adams. 
CoBslructioDy 
Machinery, 
fiogittBtringy 

E.  H.  Lothrop,  oommisrfoner. 
Construction, 
Machinery, 
Engineering, 

L«  B.  Mizner,  commissioner. 
Construction, 
Machinery, 
Engineering, 


13,895  SO 


$45,371  38 

20^02  25 

7,060  01 


•13,520  57 
8,610  01 
1,468  46 


•24,967  22 
4,*-i7S  23 
&701  89 


•3,663  13 
244  83 

663  07 


776 


228^19  74 


72,633  64 


18,594  04 


34»942  34 


Repairs  of,  and  fioishing  central  railroad  under 
various  commissioners. 

Expenses  of  rumitog  the  cars  from  Feb.  ^8th, 
1838,  to  March  26,  1839, 

Amount  paid  Delroii  and  St*  Josqpb  railroad 

Amount  expended  on  oecvtrai  roihYmd  up  to  Teh* 
ruary  21st,  1889,  inclocKng  running  oi  cmib  to 
March  36th,  ^615,449  93 

Amount  paid  for  right  of  way,  and  drawn  by 
Doctor  Alden,  as  auditor  of  the  bbard,  19,610  73 


4,471  03 

14,296  05 

36,093  62 

116^902  67 


•635,060  66 
Amount  of  engineering  on  the  central  raflroad,       29,656  tiS 

Southern  railroad,  L.  S.  Humphrey,  cbnnnissioner. 
Construction,  183,742  33| 

Southern  railroad,  engineering,    •36,861  94^ 
Havre  branch        do  910  84 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forwtrd» 
St  Joseph  rivor  satvey     do  5,788  16 

Canopolia,    do        do  3,010  96 

Total  amoimt  of  engineeringt  - 
Southero  railroad,  bridges  and  de- 
pot»  682360  68 

do  right  of  way,  8,202  85 

do  implements,  1,195  28 


Total  am't  ofexpenditures  on  southern  railroad, 
to  21st  February,  1889, 

Northern  railroad,  J.  B.  Hunt,  commissioner. 
Engineering,  911,390  67 

Northern  railroad,  W.  A.  Burt,  commissioner. 
Construction,  right  of  way,  and  im- 
*  plements,  10,982  87 

Engineering,  7,081  21 

Total  amount  ofexpenditures  on  north- 
em  railroad,  to  21st  Feb.  lo39, 


47,466  00( 


4%a5S» 


•578,467  50 


29,454  75 


ClintoQ  and  Kalamaeoo  canal,  J.  B.  Hunt,  commissionen 
Construction,  626,868  86 

Engineering,  26,267  27^ 

Bridges,  implements  and  right  of 

way,  5.525  02^ 

Total  amount  of  expenditures  on  CImton  and  Ka- 
lamazoo canal,  to  21st  February,  1839,  58,661  16 

Saginaw  canal,  J.  B.  Hunt^  conunisstooer. 
Amount  as  engineerings  •10,982  78 

Saginaw  canal,  Wm.  A.  Burt,  commissioner. 
Construction  and  engineering,       610,831  82 

.   Total  amount  of  expenditures  on  tho  Saginaw 

eanal,  to  21st  February,  1839.  21,764  60 

Grand  river  survey,  Rix  Robinson,  commissioner. 
Labor,  68.811  68 

Engineerings  5,360  88 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,   v  9 

Total  amount  of  expenditures  on.  Grand  rirer 
survey,  to  21st  Ft:bruary«  1839,  1^672  56 

Kalamazoo  river  survey,  Rix  RobtnsoHi  commisskmei^^ 
Labor,  t2,300  00 

J.  B.  Hunt,  commissioner. 
Engnceriqg,  1.903  66 

Total  amount  of  expenditure  on  Kalamazoo  ri- 
ver survey,  to  21st  February,  1839,  4»208  66 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Rix  Robinson,  Commissioner. 

Amount  as  engineering,  #724  29 

Anaouot  expended  by  J.  Almy,  in  .       < ' 

1937,  and '38,  1,152  27 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  on  Ste.  Marie's 
canal,  91,876. 56 


Statement  of  Property  purchased  and  sold  In/  D.  C.  McKuutry^ 
and  J.  B.  aunt^  Acting  Commissionere. 

D.  C.  McKhutry. 

Blankets,  166  pairs,  9639  82 
Li  vc  stock,  (37  yoke  of  oxen,  1 6  hor-  '  '  ' 

aes,  48  cows  and  calves,  and  72  pigs,)  6,112  50 

Hardware,  2,906  74 
Dried  apples,  708  59 

Vinegar,  202  33 

910,570  01     . 

CR.  ' 

By  one  horse,  and  23  fal  cattle,  809  00  : 

Balance,  99,761  01 

X  B.  Hunt. 

Blankets,  205^  pairs,  91 J88  15 
Live  stock,  (3  yoke  of  oxen  and  8 

pigs.)  347  00 

Hardware,  1,043  55 

Dried  apples,  68  39 


92,499  09 


96 
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f2,28>l  20 


CR. 

By  amouDt  of  appraisemeiM  of  mm- 
dry  articles,  inventory  marked  A, 

Amouoi  oa  6Je  in  office^  cr94iled  oo 
Toucheni, 

Live  stock,  (oxen  and  cows,) 

Pigs. 
Blankets, 

Sundries  not  enterckf  in  Document 
parked  D, 
Stindries  on  bill  marked  C»  on  file 


Balance  of  I^.  C  McKinstr/s^ 
J.  B.  Hunt's  purchases. 


*  J*,  fi.  Hunt's  credit  for  sundries  sold,  95,726  22 

Sundries  marked  E,  44  24 
Two  yoke  of  oxen  sold  WitlTams,  at 

SagioaFr  135  Oa 

Balance  of  property  appamnly  unaccounted  fur, 
Amount  of  ^KticJos.  sold  for  cash,  of  which  no 
entry  seems  to  be  made. 


The  above  has  t^n  prepared  with  as  much 
care  and  attention  a«.the  nature  of  the  documents 
and  the  amounts  they  exhibited  allowed. 

Two  horses  a^J^  t^  baiTiness  purchas- 
ed by  Dr.  Alden,  9101  00 

One  horse  purchased  by  E.  fl.  Lo* 
throp,  96.  oa 

This  propertyi  is.waceounted  for  at  present. 


1,497  77 

622  50 

50  75 

11  00 

862  00 
952  00 

• 

5.TM  ter 

»,7m  01 

9,«tt  09 

•12^3  10 

5,905  46 
•6,347  64 

2.057  50 
•8.40&  14 


•157  00 
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IM  of  OffictrB  find  Engineigr^paid  ottf  df  fft$  tnterwA  Bt^^roue- 
ment  Fund,  1838. 


NAMEf. 

oocirrAVicic* 

Oir  WHAT  WOKBi 

CALAKT. 

%MmkMmu 

Hiram  Alden, 

Aciiafcottt, 

Oemral  railroad, 

•1^850 

L.  8.  Hamphrey, 

»» 

M 

Soaihem     " 
C.AKalaniaaoa, 

i'^ 

Wm.  A-Burt,' 

U 

Northern  railroad. 

1,250 

RizRobinMO, 

M 

R.dc8t.Mary*iC. 

1,250 

L.  B.  Mitoer, 

Com'rInt.Im., 

•Sa'dayJ 

while  empry*d 

E.il.  ythrop, 
AmMT.HalK 

ConVoftoIb, 

u 

1,000 

M 

TbOBMCIvk, 

M 

900 

J^j.  H.AiUuBtt 

QerkAud  Genl 

1,000 

JohnM.^^ 

400 

John  M.  Berrien, 

i/niej  angiiwai, 

Central  railroad. 

1,800* 

Jbcob  Bruwd, 

^•t    « 

u 
II 

\^ 

^' 

v0Drfff  W.  MdreU. 

« 

H 

i,aat* 

EdwrnRoM, 
Peter  Sourt, 

u 

M 

ItWf* 

II 

O 

1,300* 

Splhraite  Boar*, 

Leafier, 

M 

tSadoyJ 

^a.Miirmy, 
Hum  ThieboD, 

u 

U 

•* 

M 

II 

II 

F.  Habbsnl, 

M 

«• 

M 

n 

Ceo.  N.  Turner. 

HodgM* 

« 

MO 

Y.  a.  AikiM, 

f .  Wil-on, 

M 

u 

M 

its 

Charlee  D.  Colaiaa. 

M 

a 

540 

u 

11 

M 

540 

II 

George  H.  Ford, 

Flagman, 

u 

430 

M 

JtmtHwd. 

Chief  engiMir. 

O.AIUmmmC. 

MOO* 

EqiMu  Hoed, 
itarent  Hord, 

Aea*t 

.: 

1,300* 
1,30^ 

TymeW  Hard, 

M 

M 

10» 

• .      I 

£.R.  Btackwell, 
Aaro  C.  Works, 

«nTS?t'eng'r, 

u 

1,000 

ThoaniJ.Hiitt, 

«• 

u 

1000 

Lodwick  WeMloivfeka, 

DMigbtemaa, 

II 

iA»e 

A.  B.  Linci>ln, 
Traaaa  Aadr ewe, 

Rodman, 

u 

M 

40ft^ 

Joeeph  8.  Duttoo, 
H.V.B.  Barker, 

Chief  eifitMtr, 
Aee*t        •* 

i,8oa» 
MOO* 

- 

Warner  Btofie, 

4*                  U 

A 

•2  a  day, 

U 

3     •* 

Horace  Goodrich, 

Rodman, 

tt 

300 

Ifoaei  L.  Bo«i1tt>v, 

Snperintendant, 

M 

3tt 

AmjrWaMm, 
miiam  H.  Noble, 

LereUr, 
An'tleveler, 

II 

Henry  Hart, 

-    engineer. 

'           *'           . 

BanryM-Sovtht 

«                 M 

te 

Si   " 

• 

B.G.Lapha«. 

CompaMnman, 

a 

8     « 

CalTin  Crane, 

Ato*t  engineer, 

M 

St    - 

'^^fi^ 

Chief  enginanr* 

NbrthBRiMflroftA, 

10)0^ 

.wSliam  VfjKwh, 

Ui^A-'t^jmeer, 

- 

158* 

NebonHbCtadie^ 

3fd  •• 

M 

1>N> 

A.G.JIfcJCee, 
Rnaielt  C.  Smith, 

Aie;tengioiier, 

Rodman, 

D^uHrhlM|«u^ 

U 
l( 

•.W.HAB, 
Cfetflia&Paliia, 

a 

iM 

Bodinam 

Sit 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSB  DOeUMfilfTS. 


.      IIAKn.                    OCCVFATION. 

^11  WHAT  WOEk. 

■BMaiWgi 

CharlwF.  Smith,         lit  AM*t  engineer,  Saginaw  oanal,              1,300* 
Krwiw  U,  Went!,      LevtUr,                            ^                          1^ 
Cbu.  E.  R.  Winihrop.  Surveyor,                          «*                          46S^ 

Junee  Lyman,             AmU        "                  a          ..                  jqq 
W.S.Levake.                 «           «                   «           «                   900 
HopluB8.MiUt.             ^          **           Kalamaioofivar,            900 

•  In  1837,  tha  ■daiy  ot  the  chief  engbeen  wai  18^000,  and  of  dm  let  a 
flfSOO. 

,^.^ 

AVOITOE  0Zlf^tLAl!8  OmcE, ) 
DeiraU.Apra4,\898.       ( 

DxAK  Su — Your  note  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation has  been  received,  requesting  that  I  would  furnish  you  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  received  by  the  several  acting 
commissioners  of  internal  improvement  up  to  the  21st  FebrvHiry* 
also  a  statement  of  the  claims  presented  for  audit  and  not  allowed 
and  the  reason  for  not  allowing  them,  and  also  the  facts  toudung 
the  disagrcemrnt  that  has  existed  hi  regard  to  the  board  of  inter* 
ttial  improvement. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  the  following  statement  is  sub> 
mitted,  and  as  near  as  I  can  rec(»llect,  from  the  length  of  iime  that 
has  elapsed,  contains  the  fiicti  which  led  to  that  disagreement,  re- 
serving, however,  all  inaccuracies  as  respects  date  and  the  ar- 
langement  of  the  circumstances  as  they  occurred. 

By  the  act  of  the  6th  April,  1838,  the  auditing  of  accounts  for 
disbursements  of  money  on  the  several  works  otintemal  improve- 
ment, dev<4ved  on  ihe  Auditor  General,  which  called  my  imme- 
diate attention  to  the  examination  of  the  several  acts  that  created 
the  office  of  Auditor  and  his  several  duties. 

The  office  of  the  Auditor  was  created  by  an  act  of  the  lerritonr 
of  Michigan,  approved  5ih  November,  1829,  page  177,  1st  and 
3d  sections,  bound  vol.,  whereby  it  is  made  the  imperative  duty 
of  the  Auditor  to  state  nil  accounts,  and  examine  and  liquidate  the 
claims  of  all  persons  against.  &c.  The  constitution  of  the  state 
of  Michigan  provides  that  there  shall  be  an  AuditortSenerai  ap- 
pointed, and  oy  the  act  of  the  legislature  approved  19th  February, 
1836,  pages  48  and  44,  1st  and  2d  seotioos,  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
the  Auditor  General  to  perform  and  exercise  the  same  duties  and 
functions  which  were  required  to  be  performed  by  the  Auditor  of 
the  late  territory.  The  act  of  the  Oth  April.  1836.  taken  ra 
connection  with  the  several  acts  above  quoted,  brought  me  to  the 
conclosion  that  all  accounts  (br  disbursement  of  money  from  the 
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)»)ibfic  tveftfury  must  he  audiled  by  the  proper  cffioen.oeteted'Ir^ 
the  aioslittiMon  and  the  existing  laws ;  not  wishing,  however,  ta 
rely  wholly  upon  my  own  opinion  oa  the  several  acts  before  men- 
tioiiedt  and  the  extent  of  the  duties  growing  out  of. the  act  of  the 
6th  April,  ti*gether  With  the  very  large  and  imniense  amount  of 
disburseioents  wl»ch  would  require  to  beinade  on  the  wurks<if  io- 
tem.d  HnprovQiiient,  I  applied  to  the  Hon.  William  Woodbfidge, 
who  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  finance  during  the  winter 
session  of  the  legislature  of  1838,  and  a  profound  jurist,  for  his 
opinion  of  the  act  of  the  6th  April,  1838,  and  the  intention  of  the 
legislature,  in  connection  with  the  several  acts  quoted  before  rela* 
tive  to  the  duties,  of  the  Auditor,  who  in  a  written  communication 
to  me  gave  me  his  yiews  on  the  aubjecti  a  copy  of  which  is  bere^ 
unto  annexed  and  making  part  of  this  statement. 

Immediately  after  the  organisation  of  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provementy  the  late  Hiram  Alden^  subscribing  hinuielf  auditor  of 
the  board,  comnfienced  drawing  warrants  on  the  treuury  for  d^* 
inages  awarded  by  special  commissioners  to  certain  individuals 
along  the  central  railroad,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  5th  April, 
and  also  for  labor  on  the  said  road ;  ihese  warrants  were  in  aU 
most  every  case  rejected  by  me  as  illegal,  but  received  them  as 
evidence  of  indebtedness,  and  drew  warrants  on  the  treasury  in 
favor  of  the  several  claimants,  and  in  some  cases  warrants  were 

S'ven  on  the  certificate  of  the  Secretary  of  State ;  among  the 
tter  was  the  cloim  of  Conrad  Ten  Eyck  lor  t^'sOOO. 
In  this  stale  of  things,  the  Board  considering  it  grievous  that  no 
respect  was  paid  to  the  warrants  of  their  auditor,  appointed  a 
committee  to  know  the  reason  why  I  refused  to  countersign  the 
warrants  of  the  auditor;  my  reply  was,  tliat  the  act  of  the  6th 
April  did  not  recognize  an  autiit(»r  of  their  board  to  audit  ac- 
counts and  draw  warrants  on  the  treasury.  The  committee  then 
informed  me  that  tl)9  written  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  hud 
been  obtained  on  the  several  interrogatories  propounded  by  the 
board,  which  was  handed  me  to  read,  and  after  reading  bis  opin* 
ion,  the  oonomittee  was  informed  that  althotigh  I  respected  bis 
opinion,  yet  I  did  not  consider  myseh  bound  by  it ;  see  act  ap* 
proved  26th  December,  1834,  pages  26  and  27,  section  first, 
pamphlet  laws  of  the  territory  of  Michigan.  At  this  interview 
with  the  committee,  I  was  inft»rmed  that  the  board  had  a  claim 
against  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  which  had  not  been  deducted  from  his 
claim,  and  in  order  to  obviate  any  further  difficulty  of  a  similar 
nature,  I  requested  them  to  furnish  me  with  a  certified  schedule 
of  the  names  of  the  claimants,  together  with  the  amount  due 
them  respectively  fir  damages*  wh(ch  they  peremptorily  refused. 
The  auditor  of  the  board  nevertheless  continued  auditing  accounts 
and  drawing  warrants  on  the  treasury,  which  in  every  instance  I 
rvfiiaad  to  eounlersign.    Matters  oootiniiad  in  this  way  till  the  2l8t 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


983  HOUSE  DOCUMBNTflL 

Mny^wlieii  I*ddfeiwdmhttert<i  ll»  botvd^  a  copy  ef  irimdi  it 
hereunto  annexed  and  also  made  part  of  this  stalemeot 

Lansing  B.  Mizner,  actir^  Commiaaiocier  on  the  central  ratl- 
raad,  commenced  operations  on  said  road  soon  after  his  appocnC* 
ment,  but  declined  receiving  any  money  in  advance  until  the  7th 
June,  on  which  day  he  reoeived  SSiOOO;  anterior  to  this  date  to 
the  commencetnent  of  his  app(»intment,  the  accounts  for  conttruo- 
ttou  were  audited  by  d^o  auditor  of  the  board  and  paid  by  my 
warrants  on  the  treasury  as  before  mentioned.  After  the  advaooo 
made  to  L.  B.  Mizner  of  •&,O0Q|  I  decimed  drawing  warrants 
on  the  trcasiir}'  lor  any  labor  or  work  don^  oo  the  central  rati* 
road  until  that  annount  was  first  aocountdl  fi>r.  On  the  lS;h 
June,  Mr.  Mianer  saw  fit  to  reaigD  b  fttvor  o(i  the  late  Hiram 
Alden. 

After  L.  B.  Mizner  resif^ned,  his  sucoesaor,  Mr*  Aktem  applied 
for  a  further  advance  to  be  dfsburaed  on  ike  eontrai  railroad,  to 
wit :  95,000.  Until  the  first  advance  of  #5,00a  was  r^^rlv 
accounted  for,  I  refused  making  any  further  advanoet.  Mr.  aU 
den  then  stated  that  the  work  must  stop,  nnd  complained  to  hk 
excellency  Got.  Mason,  with  whom  1  had  an  interview,  and  after 
consulting  with  him  it  was  thought  advisable  to  mako  a  fanfatr 
advance  to  enable  Mr.  Alden  to  progress  in  the  work.  As  a 
number  of  claims  for  labor  remained  unsettled  by  the  late  board, 
they  vi^re  presented  for  allowance  under  the  act  of  April  mh,  but 
being  totally  unacquainted  with  the  justness  of  the  clairoa,  or 
wheSier  they  had  been  paid  bef()re  or  not,  I  required  the  affidavit 
of  the  engineer  or  the  claim  certified  by  the  acting  Commissiooery 
which  I  considered  the  only  safe  plan  i  could  atkipt  to  prevent 
any  imposition  that  might  be  attempted  to  be  practised.  This 
eourae  appeared  to  give  considerable  dissatisfiBction  to  tlie  boar4 
and  was  communicated  to  the  Governor,  who  requested  my  nt* 
tendance  with  a  view  of  reconciliation  or  neutralizing  matters^ 
After  some  remarks  made  by  the*  board  and  by  myself,  I  then 
informed  the  board  that  I  should  rigorouoly  pursue  the  coorae  I 
bad  adopted  in  aHc»wing  any  datm  ;  further,  die  board  passed  a 
resolution  and  ordered  that  the  sum  of  #10,000  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Doctor  AMen,  who  was 
authorised  by  the  board  to  pay  individultis  along  the  central  rail- 
road in  anticipation  of  damages.  This  order  I  refused  paying  as 
the  act  of  ^h  of  April  did  not  authorize  advances  ikiade  for  this 
purpose. 

Claims  rejeded  and  partially  allowed, 

lo  the  month  of  August,  Mr.  Adams,  secretary  of  the  board  of 

internal  improvement,  presented  for  allowance  an  account  of  Jas. 

B.  Hunt,  for  expenditures,  &c  anterior  to  the  6tfa  of  AprB,  aad 

aocompanied  with  vouchers  ia  support  tbereoC    Amoiig  the  oqib* 
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ber  wmro  vouchers  (or  upwards  of  2^500  oordt  of  wood.  I  in- 
quired of  biin,  (Mr.  Adnai8»)  what  the  object  vma  in  ptirchftsing 
io  rmich  ;  bis  answer  waa^  thnt  about  5,000  cords  had  been  pur- 
chased, which  I  eonsidered  to  be  a  quantity  for  to  exceed  the  tm* 
oeasary  ftonsuniptiun  that  would  be  required ;  and  ahhough  the 
accounts  were  audited*  1  retained  them,  being  fully  aatitffied  thai 
the  case  would  be  investigated  by  the  next  legistature* 
.  On  or  about  the  11th  September  hist»  James  B.  Huat,  &  H. 
Lolhrop  and  L.  B.  Mizoer  caane  to  the  oiBce*  Mr.  Hunt  pre* 
sented  a  resolution  of  the  board,  accoakpaoied  with  their  order,  (ot 
1^7,788  4a,  and  required  a  warrant  on  the  treasury  for  that 
amount,  pursuant  to  the  order.  This  amount  included  bis  claim 
tos  WModi  before  mentioned,  another  for  E.  Cody,  and  a  claim  fur 
Smith,  an  engineer.  Mr.  Misoer  pioduced  the  voucher  of  B. 
Cody,  and  inquired  whether  at  the  time  of  its  being  audited  it  was 
made  known  that  tlie  account  had  been  allowed  by  the  iormer  or 
late  hosrd,  and  was  answered  in  the  oegativc. 

Mr.  Mizner  elected  to  the  elaim  being  allowed. 

Mr.  Lothrop  and  Mr.  Hunt  entered  into  some  explanation  re- 
ladve  to^  the  claim  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  engineer,  and  the  clahn  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Burt,  with  a  view  of  makin'j  some  further  inquiry 
into  the  case,  as  Mr.  Smith  was  engineer  on  that  part  of  the  work 
under  his  Hiunodiale  charge.  I  refused  comi^lying  with  tde  order 
of  the  board,  and  did  not  issue  a  warrant  for  the  lollowing  rai^ 
sons,  viz : 

ist.  There  was  not  a  majority  of  the  board  without  the  signa^ 
lure  and  vote  of  Mr.  Hunt,  who  voted  on  a  claim  in  which  he 
was  altogether  interested. 

2d.  It  embraced  an  item  for  a  large  n  mount  of  wood  purchased, 
an  ex^nse  Incident  to  the  running  the  cars,  and  for  which  no  pro* 
vision  was  made  by  law. 

3d.  The  claim  oY  EL  Cody  for  (1,254  13,  constitutes  part  of 
the  amount,  and  had  already  been  paid  to  the  claimant  by  the  late 
board. 

4Au  Aa  toasidbnibia  advances  had  been  made  James  B^  Hunt 
by  the  late  board,  (as  I  was  in£iniied,)  had  not  been  satisfactorily 
adjusted,  and  being  fully  convinced  that  my  refusing  to  give  a 
warrant  for  the  above  amount  would  necessarily  lead  to  an  b- 
vestigation  of  his  accounts  by  the  legislature,  that  relief  would 
be  aflbrded  him  if  he  was  entitled  thereto,  whereas,  if  otherwise, 
the  state  would  suflfer  loss  to  that  amount  drawn  from  the  trea- 
sury. 

Claitm  futesenkd  f&r  aUowancB,  consisting  of  labor  and  damages 
OH  ths  Cenirtd  reniroad  prior  to  9ih  Aprils  1898. 

John  R.  Williams,  for  oflSce  rent  of  a  room  for  engineers,  in» 
eluding  articles  lost  and  broken* 
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The  above  claim  wat  alfowed  for  the  amoimt  of  rent,  but  the 

breaking  of  glass  and  luss  of  articles  were  not  allowed,  ns  I  did 
not  a>nsider  (he  slate  liable  for  breakage  and  loss  of  limpeffty  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  of  engineers,  receiving  large  8ahiries»*aod 
who  ought  to  have  paid  the  damages  The  board,  nevertheieasy 
by  their  auditor,  illegally  allowed  the  whole  claim,  and  drew  • 
warrant  for  the  amount. 

Joel  A.  Collyer,  for  services  and  damage  to  his  horse  and  har- 
ness while  employed  in  bringing  in  the  passenger  car  frona  Dear- 
born to  Detroit  on  the  night  of  the  2d  February,  1888. 

This  claim,  when  presented  for  audit,  was  composed  of  tuo 
items,  one  for  the  use  of  a  horse,  and  the  other  for  damages  to  fait 
horse  and  harness.  The  claim  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was  ad- 
mitted, but  for  damages  I  would  not  allow. 

The  account  was  presented  to  the  board  and  ordered  to  be 
paid,  to  wit :  twenty-five  dollars. 

Luther  Dean,  Tor  services,  dec,  on  the  same  occasion ;  njcctedt 
and  afterwards  allowed  by  the  board. 

Chums  presented  under  the  supervision  'of  the  late  Fffrma  ifdhw. 
Acting  Commissioner^  andpariialiy  oUnujotL 

M.  W.  Baldwin  of  Pit!sbur/jh,  for  materials  forwarded  from 
thence  on  account  of  the  state,  amountint?  to  81,251  96,  including 
•110  50  interest,  and  claimed  the  difference  in  exchange  between 
citv  money  and  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Baldwin  stated  that  his  visit 
to  t)etroit  was  not  for  the  express  purpose  of  collecting  the  debt 
due  him  by  the  slate,  but  had  other  business  to  attend  to.  These 
facts  coming  to  my  knowledge,  I  informed  him  that  the  money 
was  ready  for  him.  (to  wit:  specie,)  and  w*»uld  not,  thereforet 
allow  him  the  difference  in  exchange  which  he  claimed.  His  ac- 
count was  paid  on  the  lOlh  September ;  ten  days  after,  the  board 
allowed  his  account  for  the  difference  of  exchange,  to  wit :  #25  04, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  paid. 

Claims  reeded  and  partkd^  aOmoed  wukr  the  svpmwkm  ef 
X»  &  Uumpkretft  w : 

Warren  Stone,  assistant  engineer,  for  repairs  of  an  instrument^ 
87  00,  and  at  the  same  time  charged  the  state  820  0  J  for  the 
use ;  repairs  rejected,  inasmuch  as  he  was  drawing  pay  from  the 
state. 

H.  V.  B.  Barker's  expenses  to  Detroit  and  back,  rejected,  not 
having  stated  what  his  busine  s  was. 

Daniel  S*  Bacon,  Esq.,  for  444  wr'tten  oaths  to  vouchera*  at 
different  tiaies,  from  the  16th  of  May  to  January,  at  twenty-five 
cents  each,  whereas  he  is  only  entitled  by  law  to  twelve  aod  < 
half  cents ;  ezcessi  953  28. 
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J.  EMred  &  Soo»  for  a  ckMge  in  a  fiirmer  iEoeoninl  MdMbd 
#12,  for  sheet  lead,  not  allowed. 

J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  for  advertisiog  chaif^  in  a  former  ao* 
oount,  #350,  not  allowed. 

Henry  Forrester,  for  services  as  disbursing  agent,  $4^  25. 

Moses  L.  Bowlesby,  for  superintending  on  tte  southern  road, 
•02. 

William  Aldrich,  for  sdperhitendmg  also,  9109  50. 

H.  Hawkins,  for  supenntending,  #39. 

A.  F.  BenMOty  for  superintandiog,  (SI.    - 

The  four  la$i  claims  were  rejectedi  as  the  act  of  iha  Olh  of 
April*  I83S  provides  that  every  actiQg  pooouniisionar  ibaUdireGt; 
bis  undivided  attention  and  supervision  to  the  ooastructkNi  ef  all 
such  part  or  parts  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement  at  sImU 
bo  allotted  to  him  ;  and  no  agencies  or  deputies  .for  the  perform* 
anoe  of  the  duties  appertaining  to  said  comoHssiooer,  ahaii  bo  ai* 
lowed  or  recognized. 

Among  the  vouchers  presented  by  Mr.  Humphrey  for  4Uidit^ 
errors  have  been  discovered*  rectifiedt  aiid  afterwards  alkKMsd. 
A  few  wore  withdrawn,  requiring  some  explanation. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Respectfullv  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 
Audiior  Gawralf  stuU  if  Michigim^  > 
Levi  S*  Humphrey  has  drawn  from. 

the  treasury  from  the  19lh  of  May, 

up  to  the  2  J  St  of  February,  #220^000  OO 

Hiram  A  Iden,  centra!  railroad,  #66,133  52 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary,  18,594  04 

£.  H.  Lothrop,  40.000  00 

L.  B.  Mizner,  5,000  00 


128,797  56 

James  B.  Hunt,  40,000  00 

William  A.  Burt^  26,895  90 

Rix  Robinson,  20,000  06 


#437,628  46 

N.  B.     The  amount  of  advances  made  the  seteral  commts* 

sioners  anterior  to  the  19th  of  May  last,  I  cannot  arrive  at.  with 

any  degree  of  certainty,  n§  their  accounts  of  advances  were  not 

kept  in  the  office. 

As  fhe  amount  stated  above  to  have  been  l^ceited  by  E.  H. 
Loihrop,  up  to  the  2l8t  of  February,  will  exceed  the  amount  of 
vouchers  taken  notice  of  by  the  connnittee,  nevertheless,  they 
have  been  filed  in  the  office  since  the  above  date. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 
Audkor  Oenertdf  gtate  tff  Midiigan. 
97 
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i^moML  MkMmd  on  «ecQQi4  of  iloM  oontmci  for  liie 
ClintoQ  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  •16»00t 

Amount  pfiid  6«  Lieach,  for  right  of  way,  he  having  re- 
ceived credit  for  that  amount,  500 


.  Auditor  Gbnebax  a  Qpfick,  } 
Detroit,  2\st  May,  183a      J 

To  the  President  of  the  B^ard  (^Interned  bnprooemnU : 

Smj— I  will'dhiw  'warrants  on  the  treasurer  of  the  internal  kn- 
pfovemeol  fandi  fep^ny  sums  that  may  suit  the  convenieoee  M 
iny  actififi^  oommissioner,  to  the  extent  of  five  thousand  dollari.  as 
provided  and  pursuant  to  **  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled.  An 
act  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement,  and  for  the  appoiot- 
iMnt  of  a  board  of  commissioners,'*  but  in  no  arae  will  I  covnier- 
sign  any  warrant  drawn  on  the  treasurer,  tor  the  disburseoieor  of 


>-Ae»peclfuUVf  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)  ROBERT  ABBOTT- 


Mr.  WoodbrUgefs  opinion  in  relation  to  the  duties  cf  AuHior 
General  as  auditor  of  board  of  internal  improoemenL 

I  JXbmu  Sia — In  conformity  with  your  request,  I  have  examioed 
the  legislative  acts  relative  to  the  powera  and  duties  of  the  Aucfi* 
torGrenernI,  and  also  the  auditor  of  the  boord  of  internal  improve- 
mcnts,  over  tlie  public  funds  to  be  drawn  from  the  Ireasary.  I 
have  not  time  now  to  state  in  detail  the  reasons  upon  which  I 
l^ye  formed  an  opinion  on  the  matter:  But  I  cannot  hesitate  in 
f^yifigi  tlv^t  so  far  as  I  comprehend  your  own  views  of  the  mat- 
^,  I  consider  then)  correct.  In  other  words,  I  apprehead  that 
ip^e  of  the  public  funds,  applicable  to  the  objects  cootomplaled* 
caabe  drawn  from  the  public  treasury,  but  upon  your  wairaot, 
^d  th(^t  before  you  can  legally  draw  such  warrant,  you  must  be 
satisfied  by  actual  examination,  that  the  aooouat  upon  whioh  such 
warrant  is  ba^d,  is  correct  and  for  objects  sanctioned  by  the  law. 
Certain  discretioni;iry  powers  are  confidedi  it  is  true,  to  the  boariL 
and  so  far  as  the  exercise  of  those  powers  is  confiaed  to  the  spa- 
cific  obJQCt  and  restricted  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  itie  law» 
that  board  nuist  be  left  to  the  ^ree  exercise  of  that  discretion ;  tli9 
board  being  accountable,  not  to  the  Auditor  General,  but  to  the 
legislature,  for  the  due  exercise  o(  such  discretion.  For  exam- 
ple ;  the.  acting  conrunissioners  or  the  members  of  the  board»  are 
entl^l^d  tQ  conipepsatioa  for  their  sc^r^ces,  at  the  rate  of  a  pre* 
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scribed  sum,  for  tile  time  aetunlly  employed  in  die  public  servfcei 
opon  the  certifioate  of  ihe  board,  or  of  its  proper  officer,  that  a  spe- 
cified number  ot'days  were  actually  devoted  to  the  public  service, 
contemplaied  by  ttie  law,  bv  a  member  of  the  beard ;  and  upoti 
the  eitbibit  and  deposite  with  you  of  the  proper  vouchers  of  that 
Ihet,  I  apprehend  such  member  is  entitled  to  demand  of  you  a 
warrant  ior  the  proper  amount,  and  that  ic  is  for  the  Board  and 
not  for  the  Auditor  to  judge  of  the  usefulness  of  those  services,  the 
fldeKty  With  which  the  commissioner  devoted  himself  to'their  per-! 
formande,  and  the  necessity  car  proprietyof  devoting  so  nrruch 
tkne  to  the  objects. 

These  are  matters  upon  wbtoh  the  board,  upon  hs  responsibiK^ 
tv,  most  jodge,  and  these  matters  being  judsed  of,  and  duly  ccf^ 
t^ed  to  the  Auditor,  or  made  known  to  him,  oy  the  piToper  vouc|»- 
ers,  he,  in  eenibrmity  with  the  rule  pt^esk^bed  by  the  law,  must 
settle  the  amount  and  issue  his  warrant  accordingly.  So  of  th«l 
anifieers,  &c,  employed  by  the  board;  the  board,  1  apprehend/ 
most  jud|ife  of  the  necessity  of  their  employment,  and  settle  the 
Me  of  their=  compensation,  &c.  These  focts,  being  properly 
vooebed  afid  eertiiied  to  the  Auditor  General,  he  is  to  oompote 
the  ram  due,  by  those  criteria,  and  give  his  warrant  There 
seem  two  classes  of  cases,  in  which,  (and  apparently  from  nece^' 
sity,)  this  simple  plan  may  be  considered  as  deviated  from ;  one, 
ki  which,  pursuii^the  precautions  prescribed  by  the  law,  a  lai^ 
^om  of  money  may  be  advanced  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Auditory 
for  the  porpose  of  pr  jcuring  cars,  railroad  iron,  &o.,  to  be  ae« 
counted  for  qfiervxmts^-^tKi^hQr,  in  which  sums  of  money  (iMi 
•siceedfng  95000,)  may  be  adoanced  to  each  ncting  commissioner,; 
in  like  manner,  to  be  accounted  for  afiter  expended.  But  the  pre-' 
caotioAs  required,  and  the  manner  h>  which  such  sums  are  to  be 
adtdneed  and  accounted  for,  very  deafly  keep  in  view,  the  legaRw 
tv  oTthe  application  of  such  soms,ramd  tile  strict  accountability  of 
the  persons  through  whose  hands  ihey  pass  and  the  stmpKclty  ef 
tke  general  system,  by  ti^hich  the  ch^ef  fiscal  officer  of  the  govern- 
ment (the  Auditor  General)  may  and  mt^st.  at  all  ttnies,  be  ena- 
bM  to  keep  the  pobKc  disbursements  confined  to  the  objects  in-» 
diem^d  bt  the  kw,  arid  at  all  times  to  be  emUed  by  his  tfooka 
and  vouchers,  to  exhibit  a  full  view  of  the  fiscal  aflairs  of  the  go^i^ 
vemmenc  These  tni  the  great  objects  which  induced  the  crea- 
tioii  of  the  office  of  ^  Audkor  General  ;*  and  were  it  efherw{se# 
there  wootd  be  no  check  against  illegal  application  Of  the  puUid 
fiMds  \  nor  wodd  there  erxist  pre^  and  certain  means  by  whksh, 
dt  any  ti^e,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  public  fiMmces,  add  the 
condition  of  the  pecuniary  aflfairs  o(  the  government. 

The  former  law  (tbat'of  March  31,  1887,)  exhibited  it  seemiT 
to  me,  a  perfect  anomaly*  By  it  a  set  (rf*  men  having  oontrd  of 
immense  funds ;  being  responsible  only  to  one  of  their  own  board, 
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to  b»  laleeted  and:  displaced  at  their  own  pleasure,  oould  apply  er 
miaapply  those  funds  as  they  might  please,  and  without  the  leigftl 
control  of  either  the  Auditor  General  or  the  State  Treasurer : 
what  power  did  there  exist  in  the  governnieni  in  the  absence  of 
ibe  legislature,  to  prevent  then  Irom  any  improper  waste*  of  ibe 
public  treasure  ?  And  to  what  public  officer  could  resort  be  had 
to  ascertain,  at  any  time,  the  state  of  public  finances  7 

It  was  in  view  of  evils  and  dangers  and  inconveniences  like 
these,  that  the  amendatory  law  of  April  6, 1838,  was  undoubtecfljr 
passed^  and  that  law  must  be  construed  with  reference  to  those 
evils  and  with  reference  to  the  manifest  intention  which  it  dis- 
doses  of  enforcing  a  more  strict  accountability,  of  preventing  any 
in^mtional  or  acMenUd  misapplication  of  the  funds,  and  of  restor- 
iag  to  the  principal  fiscal  officer  of  the  state  (the  Auditor  Gen* 
•ral)  that  oontrcitliog  influence  over  the  application  of  the  publie 
funds,  which  every  republican  goverament  has  ever,  I  believe. 
QOBsidered  essen^al  to  the  pubKci  safety.  The  legtslatuie  has 
thought  proper  to  define  a  certain  sum  to  be  appropriated  on  tb^ 
"*  Geqtral  raulroad :"  can  a  larger  sum  be  applied  there  ?  This 
cannot  now  be,  for  the  board  has  no  bnger  an  uoiimiled  conlrol. 
The  Auditor  Gjener^l  must  see,  upon  his  official  respooeibiltey, 
that  for  such  a  purpose  the  warrants  he  issues  are  restrained 
within  the  limits  of  each  specific  appropriation.  His  boobs  will 
always  show  this  fact*  The  Treasurer,  upon  such  oonstructioo 
of  the  act  of  1838,  can  never  pay  out  the  public  money  except 
upon  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor  General ;  and  thenforet  smdi  a 
BMsapplieation  of  the  publiofunds  cannot  occur;  but  if  the  board 
itself,  or  its  auditor,  were  competent  at  pleasure  to  draw  its  own 
warrant  upon  the  Treasurer  and  the  Auditor  General  likewise, 
there  would  be  o  i  such  check,  and  the  whole  objects  of  the  law 
of  1838,  might  be  repealed  It  is  manifestly  contemplated  by  the' 
act  of  1888,  that  the  moneys  an  each  route  should  go  thmugh  the 
hands  of  the  acting  oommissioaer  for  that  route.  It  is  manifestly 
ioteiNied  that  he  should  settle  with  the  Auditor  General  for  hisilis- 
borsements  on  that  route»  and  yet  this  would  be  idle,  if  the  money 
could  be  procnred  opon  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  tlie  board ; 
and  the  restriction  which  limits  the  sum  in  the  bands  of  the  actti^ 
commissioner  to  95000,  would  be  idle  too* 

I  ooMtd  dissect  the  several  acts  relative  to  this  subject,  and  rs* 
view  eaeb  clause  and  compare  them  aU  together,  and  I  am  satis- 
i^  that  such  critical  examination  would  result  in  the  same  coo- 
plusioo,  and  the  whole  taken  together,  woukl  be  found  reconcila- 
ble with  no  other  construction  than  the  one  which  it  i^  the  object 
of  the  foregoing  observations  to  enforce,  but  I  have  not  time  nuw 
to  do  it«  The  theoretic  evite  of  the  former  act  are  apparent. 
The  intention  of  the  last  act,  is,  I  think,  manifest,  and  the  whole 
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thioM  be  so  constraed  ag  to  obvhite  those  evHs^  and  gi^e  eflbct  to 
that  intention ;  and  that.  I  think,  can  only  bo  effected  by  refer- 
ring to  the  Auditor  General  that  controlling;  influence,  which  it  is 
the  oiear  iotentioo  of  his  office  that  he  should  exercise. 

(Signed,)  WM.  WOODBRIDGE- 


(G.) 

A  statement  of  moneys,  &c.,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Hiram 
Alden,  acting  commissioner,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  or- 
dered to  be  placed  in  the  h^nds  of  E.  U.  Lothrop,  acting  commis- 
sioner, by  order  of  the  board,  January  14,  J  839. 
Bills  of  the  Bank  of  Saline,  #1,475  00 

•*        Farmers'  bank  of  Sharon,        183  00 
<4        Bank  of  Singapore,  89  00 

^        Bank  of  Allecan,  27  00 

««        Goodrich  bank,  18  00 

B'k  of  lihaca,  N.  Y.  (oounterf  %)  5  00 
-        CliRton  canal  bank,  10  00 

•*        Bank  of  Clinton,  2  00 

••        St.  Joseph  county  bank,  1  00 

^        Shinplasters^  5  63 

Certificate  of  receiver  of  Jack  son  co.  bank,  458  00 
♦*  *•  Bank  of  Lapeer,      47  00 

<•  ••  Wayne  co.  Bank,    45  00 

**  **  B*k  of  Kensington,  16  00 

J.  Bordick's  check,  1,946  64 

L.  S.  Humphrey's  receipt,  59  60 

do  127  75 

Receipt  of  P.  Morey,  Attorney  Gene* 

nrt,  for  note  of  H  H.  r^omstock,  817  49 

Do«  for  note  of  Richard  D.  Butler,         200  00 

Ac!Count  for  services  of  H.  Alden,  not 

altowed  by  Auditor  General,  168  00 

3,851  48 

•6,183  11 

Since  the  above  was  placed  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Lothrop, 
the  amount  of  the  receipts  of  L.  S.  Humphrey  have  b«Bn  can- 
celled by  his  returning  to  Mr.  Lothrop  the  mdneys  received  by 
bim  for  the  receipts  given ;  also  the  note  of  II.  H.  Comstock  baa 
been  paid,  and  vouchers  to  near  that  amount  are  on  file  in  the 


•1,765  68 


666M 
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€0mfhi8MOB6r9  office,  having  been  paid  bjr  Mr.  Lotbfop  from  tba 
fands  received  lor  mid  note. 

The  bitls,  also^  of  the  Banii  of  Saline  and  CltoCon  caaal  bank, 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers  to  those  ioa^ui- 
tions. 


Cammunkatianfram  James  JB.  Hunt,  Esq.^  in  relation  to  so  muck 
€fthe  report^  the  investigating  committee^  as  relates  to  him. 

To  the  Hon.  Kingsley  S.  Bingham^ 

Speaker  qf  the  I&use  of  Representatives : 

The  undersigned*  one  of  the  coamoiflsioners  of  the  board  of  in* 
temal  improvement,  wonid  respectfully  ask  leave  Id  lay  befora 
the  House  of  Representatives,  his  explanation  and  protest*  to  so 
much  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investigatioo,  as  relates  to 
the  conduct  and  transactions  of  the  undersigned,  during  the  last 
two  years,  and  while  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  said  office. 

As  the  reports  ofcominktees  are  state  papers  presented  to  the 
House  tor  their  guidance  and  action  on  the  several  matters  refer- 
red ;  and  as  the  report  referred  to  is  a  production  that  has  cost 
the  committee  the  labors  of  an  aknoat  entire  session,  the  House 
will  be  disposed  to  treat  it  with  that  gravity  which  it  demands ; 
k  is  also  worthy  of  consideration  in  otl^r  respects,  for  the  subject 
matter  is  one  in  which  the  pectple  of  this  state  Imve  taken  not  on- 
ly a  lively,  but  an  almost  enthusiastic  interest ;  and  it  also  embra- 
ces the  views  which  the  committee  entertain  of  the  several  per- 
sons, entrusted  by  the  executive  and  legislative  branches  of  the 
gmeromenU  with  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  carrying  out  the 
system  of  interaai  improvements. 

If  the  opinion  expressed  in  that  report  had  come  from  fbe  gieo^ 
tiemen  of  the  committee  in  their  individual  characters,  they  would 
not,  as  a  matter  of  course*  been  denied ;  as  coming  from  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  House  duly  authorized,  respect  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  demands  sttdi  an  enplanatioii  as  the  brief  Mie 
alk>tted  me  will  admit. 

If  a  committee  from  the  board  of  eonunissipQers^  had  aniasad  > 
terttd  tJpon  the  members  of  the  legislature,  with  the  same  spirit 
which  pervades  this  report,  the  matter  might  well  have  been 
brought  before  the  House,  and  the  oflfenders  punished  fi>r  a  con- 
tempt. The  board  have  no  such  power ;  but  it  was  supposed, 
that  firentlemen  who  claimed  those  privileges  and  that  protection, 
would  be  tender  towards  the  cliaracter  and  feeting  of  those  who 
stood  without  the  pale  of  these  high  parliamentary  sa%fiards. 

If  the  public  taste  have  become  so  vitiated,  that  a  report  of 
this  character,  treating  men  in  high  and  responsible  offices  tM  des- 
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tiMeoTaH  fanonble  fedii^i  and  to  nil  pmtamnmilotffm  oom^ 
moo  honesty,  and  will  be  w*  II  received  by  the  conslitaeiicy  of  the 
Houae,  or  js^  id  fact*  necessary  for  party  e&ct  $  then,  we  ma^ 
truly  say»  that  the  period  has  arrived  ^  when  a  prirate  station  is 
the  post  of  honor*" 

However  unpleasant  it  may  be  for  me  to  interfere  with  the  re* 
ffttlar  aetion  of  the  House,  at  a  time  when  it  is  pressed  with  the 
MMtnesa  of  the  public,  yet,  it  is  an  i.nperative  duty  which  I  owe 
to  myself  to  those  who  Jire  connected  with  me  in  all  the  social 
relations  of  life,  to  a  lai^  circle  of  personal  friends,  and  especial* 
ly  to  the  people  of  this  state  who  have  honored  me  with  their  con- 
fidence, in  the.  bestowal  of  this  office,  that  I  should  give  an  6xpl»» 
nation  of  the  several  matters  stated  in  thai  highly  ^oredt  and  in 
my  mind»  vindictive  report  i  and  to  ask  of  the  House  the  ap* 
poidtment  of  a  committee  to  review  the  subject  and  the  evi* 
deneof  and  to  take  and  state  an  account  between  me  and  the 
alfte. 

The  veport  alleges,  that  from  the  testimony  before  theor*  in  ro^ 
kdionto  my  transactions  generally,  the  following  facts,  in  their 
opinionf  have  been  establiMied. 

**  Thai  this  commissioner  has  been  in  the  haUt  of  employing 
aMots  to  transact  the  business  generally  that  apperuins  to  hie 
office^  and  that  be  has  entrusted  to  said  agents  at  a  heavy  expense 
to  the  state,  that  portion  of  his  duties  that  the  state  had  reason  to 
suppuae  thai  he  would  perform  by  reason  of  his  office,  and  fer 
which  he  bad  received  from  the  treasury  an  ample  remunera* 
tion.'' 

This  is  a  general,  broad  and  sweeping  charge,  and  with  all  re- 
sped  to  the  House,  I  pronounce  it,  unfounded  from  the  evidence, 
and  absolutely  false.  I  happened  to  be  present  when  several  d* 
the  former  and  present  superintendents  on  the  central  railroad 
were  examined,  and  they  stated  that  I  was  on  the  line  of  the  road 
once  a  week  or  once  a  fortnight,  when  I  was  not  attending  the 
meetings  of  the  board*  And  I  stated  to  the  committee,  that  after 
my  appointment  on  the  central  railroad,  in  September,  1837, 1 

Cssied  over  the  road  twice  before  I  left  to  attend  a  meetiiqf  of  the 
ard,  held  at  Kalamasoa  on  the  first  day  of  October,  that  I  had 
to  attend  meetings  of  the  board  at  Jonesvillo  and  at  Flint,  during 
thatt  month,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  same  month,  I  went  ovev 
the  line  agab,  and  twice  in  November*  before  the  board  met  at 
Monroe  the  latter  part  of  that  month ;  that  there  were  meetiim 
of  the  board  in  December,  at  Palmer,  Port  Huron  and  Detroit,  for 
the  purpose  of  hearhij^  statements  and  making  the  locations.  T 
will  also  state,  that  after  these  locations  were  made,  the  ill  health 
of  my  itunily  compelled  me  to  be  at  home  a  short  time ;  after  my 
return,  I  was  engaged  in  attending  the  meetii^  of  the  board,  to 
any  duties  aa  acting  commissioBer  on  the  central  railroad,  in  set* 
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tliag  up  the  Mooonts  pnpsmioty  to  jnaking  our  .•onoal  re|ntl 
on. the  meeting  of  the  legislature.  These  accounts  embrmd 
the  estjWQiditures  oa  the  Clioton  and  Kalamazoo  oanal,  the  Dorth* 
era  railroad,  the.  Saginaw  canal,  the  surreys  on  two  of  the  riversp 
and  those  of  the  central  railroad.  I  had  also  to,  make  a  reportof 
aU  tbi»e  matters  to  the  boards  and  was  also  en^sraged  ass  one  of  the 
oonimtllee  io  making  the  annual  report  to  the  legislature.  Pre* 
vipustto  my  appointment  on  the  central  railroad,  I  had  net  i 
three  days  .at  a  time  with  my  family  after  I  iiecame  ao  i 
commissioner. 

Neglect  of  duty  I  had  imagined,  was  the  very  last  cbai^  that 
oouid  be  brought  against  me  during  the  various  tnuiaactioos  of 
that  yean  In  my  absence  from  the  w<n*k  it  was  essentialhr  ne* 
oessary  to  have  an  agent  to  provide  fmr  the  varied  wants  os  nine 
different  stations  and  sooos  four  or  five  hundred  men  employ«d  by 
the  day  or  the  mouth.  Mr.  Adams  had  as  much  buaiueas  as  he 
could  do  in  the  office.  Mr.  Willis  was  emplciyed  in  the  shops 
and -about  the  buildings  and  turn  outs,  whilo  he  was  not  afcseot 
from  the  stale.  It  b^me  necessary  to  eooploy  Mr.  Poner  to 
make  purchases  and  see  that  provisions  and  other  articles  mtn 
furnished ;  he  was  er^god  part  of  September  and  October,  when 
be  left.  Mr.  Beach  w  s  employed  some  time  in  November  aai 
mmajned  untii  the  latter  pan  of  January,  and  this. is  the  heary 
expense  complained  of  and  occurring  at  a  time  when  there  was 
but  two  acting  commissioners.  But  I  have  yet  te  learn  that  k  it 
the  duty  of  a  eonuiiissioner  to  superintend  the.  ooostractioo  of 
works  that  he  is  supposed  to  know  but  little  about. 

The  plan  of  building  the  road  by  day  labor  was  eonmenoecl 
by  my  predsoessor  in  office.  He  had  appokited  the  saperimoD* 
dents  and  i  urohased  most  of  the  articles  Uir  carrying  on  the  work. 
After  my  oppoiotmont,  I  was  requested  by  the  members  of  the  board 
to  double  the  number  of  oktn  on  the  workt  and  if  practkaible^  to 
finish  the  road  to  Ypsilaati  tHat  season  9  this  requh^ed  an  addition 
al  purchase  of  tools,  bedding*  household  stufis,  6ui^  for  tMa  »« 
treased  force  $  I  was  satisfied  at  the  time,  that  this  syalem  of 
buildii^  roads  was  the  m«  st  expensive,  and  of  infinite  trouble  to 
the  commissioner  ;*  but  it  had  prosrressod  so  iar,  that  the  oohr  ml* 
temative  was. to  complete  the  road  as  speedily  as  posstUe  and  put 
it  in  operatbn.  The  engineer  on  the  road  was  in  favor  of  this 
plan  of  d«Hng  .the  work,  as  it  was  a  block  road  and  would  be  doMe 
aiuc^h  better  and  with  greater  care  tlian  if  it  had  been  let  to  con* 
tract.  The  latter  part  of  that  season  was  very  wet  and  odd ; 
m'>re  articles  were  purchased  than  1  had  anficipatedvand  the  road 
was  not  fit  for  running  until  about  the  first  of  February.  In  the 
disposition  of  this  large  quantity  of  personal  property,  much  of  it 
worn  out ;  some  lost  or  stolen ;  much  of  it  repaired  or  miewed ; 
the  horses  and  cattle  used  almost  up;  a  loss  to  a  hfge  amouot 
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immI  aeceiMrBy  <iccar.  Bdt  tinong  the  wamy  diflhuMiBtf  wMi 
wMch  I  was  torrottnded  I  had  not  iiMagined,  until  the  mport  ^  thw 
"Mmmittea  was  produced,  that  I  was  to  be  heM  responsible  far  my 
^Kfierence  that  might  occur  hetween  the  cost  of  a  new  a.  tide  aod 
the  vahieofan  old  one;  or  what  woatdbe  equally  oppresei^,  lo 
make  me  stand  all  the  bad  bargains,  if  any,  that  my  predecessor 
should  hare  mad#,  together  with  the  deterioratfon  of  the  article^ 
As  the  several  portions  of  the  road  were  completed,  the  stations 
were  broken  up  t  some  of  the  property  was  soM  far  cash,  somsi 
far  wood  for  the  use  of  the  road*  and  part  of  it  was  appraised  by 
Gen.  Bordick  and  Co).  Brooks  and  turned  out  to  Col,  McKiostrjr 
on  his  present  contract. 

The  papers  containing  these  statements  were  laid  before  the 
eemmillee,  and  they  mijpit  have  seen  from  the  sales  and  apprai^ 
saK  the  vast  diflbrenee  between^the  dost  and  the  sales;  witlioat 
seeking  to  ehar^  the  difierenoe  upon  me,  as  evidenoe  of  mismaiN 
agement  It  will  be  seen  by  comparison  that  the  cattle  sold  by 
If  n  Bur«h  for  cash,  average  $05  00  per  yoke ;  those  sok)  m 
wood,  aTerage  tOO  OU,  and  those  appraised,  average  $M  00;  thes* 
eattle  were  not  probably  of  equal  vakie,  but  they  tno%i  probabfy 
cost  a  much  larger  siim  in  the  spring.  This  dmrence  in  vahie 
exiets  much  stronger  where  ttie  article  was  much  subject  to  in- 
jury or  nearly  spoited  by  the  use.  Several  of  the  horses,  wagons^ 
ind  harnesses  were  sold,  and  paid  for  in  the  transportationof  pro- 
visions and  other  articles.  Some  were  sold  for  cash  and  some 
fa?  wood,  which  has  been  used,  and  part  now  on  hand. 

1  stated  before  the  committee  that  I  was  not  acquainted  wi:b 
Mr.  Beach  before  the  fall  of  1887;  that  he  was  recommended  to 
me  by  one  of  the  commissioners  and  by  several  other  person:?,  to 
be  a  suitable  man  for  the  business,  and  acquainted  with  the  con- 
struction of  railroads;  and  that  in  my  transactions  with  Mr. 
Beach,  I  had  never  discovered  any  thing  that  gave  me  reason  to 
doabt  his  honesty  ;  that  he  was  an  active  business  man ;  tiiat  h» 
had  had  opportunities  if  he  hod  been  so  disposed,  to  be  dishonest, 
and  I  might  not  have  discoveied  it ;  that  I  had  entrusted  him 
with  large  sums  of  money,  and  that  he  always  accounted  for  it ; 
that  in  one  month  he  paid  out  #1 5«000,  and  that  I  should  not  have 
entrusted  him  in  tMs  manner,  when  he  had  the  power  of  ruiauig 
met  if  I  had  heard  of  the  reports  against  him  before  that  time ;  and 
that  I  did  not  see  any  statements  in  relation  to  him  until  somei 
time  in  January,  1888,  when  I  was  shown  the  report  of  the  comp- 
frolier  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  that  he  was  dismissed 
rfiortly  afterwards. 

CoK  McKinstry  stated  before  the  committee  that  he  had  shown 
me  a  notice  stating  that  Mr.  Beach  had  absconded,  but  I  did  not 
recollect  the  occurrence  then,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  since  he 
mentioned  the  circumstance.    Notwithstanding  I  had  given  this 
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teitimoiiy  before  die  comtnktee,  aod  with  every  raneii  to  befa^ 
that  ai  a  matter  of  safety  to  mytelf;  I  would  not  have  empkqFad 
a  dishonest  person  if  I  had  known  it,  the  committee  say,  *"  the 
reason  your  cununittee  consider  this  transaction  so  very  odioua, 
arises  from  the  circumsunce  that  Mr.  Hunt  knew^  at  the  lime  of 
his  appointment  he  was  advertised  as  a  public  defiuilter  aod  a 
fugitive  firom  justtcc." 

The  report  also  states,  that  Beach  **  in  numerous  instanoat  die* 
fcmdd  of  property  to  those  having  cbims  i^nst  the  slate  aad 
required  them  to  sign  vouchers  for  nnonev  paid*  aod  thereby  ens* 
bled  him  to  pocket  the  amount  of  the  sale  without  kmr  of  delso- 
tion.^ 

Al  the  time  when  some  of  the  soperinlandents  were  awonip 
some  of  these  alleged  traosacUoiis  were  inquired  into;  iaoae  oaae 
inquirod  of*  the  amount  was  found  deducted  from  the  pay  roll,  and 
on  the  same  roll  was  two  or  three  other  deducti<iM  in  caaea  lo 
which  the  committee  had  not  inquired.  In  another  case  ibe 
voucher  was  found  setting  forth  the  anKNint  of  iodebtedoess  and 
the  credit  for  the  articles  sold,  aod  a  receipt  taken f<ir  the  balaaoe. 
The  other  case  was  that  of  Gaboon,  for, two  yoke  of  oitn  sold 
him  for  9115  00,  and  other  articles  to  above  #5  00.  The  re- 
ceipt for  his  work,  without  any  credit  for  the  propertv  sold,  waa 
found ;  this  made  out  the  case.  But  in  the  account  of  cash  aafea 
made  out  by  Beach,  he  charges  himself  with  9115  00  received  of 
Gaboon  for  two  yoke  of  oxen,  and  95  00  and  upwaids  for  other 
articles  sold  him,  corresponding  with  Gaboon's  evidence.  If  the 
eomnnttee  found  any  other  case,  it  was  not  menUeoed  to  oae,  aod 
they  might,  it*  there  were  others,  be  explained. 

Another  charge  is  preferred :  **  The  allowing  these  superiolaii- 
dents  to  certify  to  the  correctness  of  their  own  accounts,  whether 
the  same  were  for  wages  or  for  property  sold.^ 

I  was  present  when  some  of  the  superintendents  were  examiiH 
ed  on  the  subject.  Not  one  of  them  koew  of  an  instance  wbero 
they  had  sold  any  propeity  to  the  state ;  in  some  cases  they  pur- 
chased articles  and  took  receipts,  and  made  up  a  general  ar^cooiit 
in  their  own  name,  stating  the  several  items  with  the  receipt  fo^r 
each,  and  certified  to  its  correctness.  If  this  practice  had  not 
been  allowed,  no  one  but  an  acting  commissioner  could  make  a 
purchase  of  the  smallest  articles.  The  superintendent  is  the  ooljr 
person  that  can  well  certify  to  the  time  he  is  employed,  unleaa  we 
resort  to  the  hands  under  his  charge  for  their  certificate,  or  ap- 
point a  superintendent  over  him,  or  adopt  the  new  practice  of 
taking  extra  judicial  oaths,  instead  of  simple  certificates.  If  e 
superintendent  is  sot  worthy  of  trust  in  this  respect,  lie  ought  oot 
to  be  employed. 

The  second  charge  made  in  the  report  is,  that  I  have  drawa 
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mowv  from  the  treasury  fen*  indHrUluais  who  were  not  entitled  to 
it  by  law  or  for  services  rendered. 

This  charge  is  made  in  reference  to  payment  for  certain  bridges 
building  on  the  line  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal.  Where« 
erer  I  have  ascertained  that  a  bridge  is  necessary  for  the  use  of 
a  farm,  and  application  is  ma.te  by  the  owner  to  build  it  htmself» 
at  the  lowest  contract  price,  I  have  given  them  the  preference  in^ 
itead  of  the  contractor.  I  did  not  expect  that  a  committee  of 
the  legislature  would  seek  to  fasten  a  quarrel  upon  me  for  this 
iiigbt  instance  of  favor  shown  to  some  of  the  farmers  of  this 
state. 

The  fiicts  in  the  case,  are  simply  these :  at  several  points  on 
die  canal,  form  and  road  bridges  are  necessary  to  enable  the  oc- 
cupant and  the  traveller  to  pass  and  repass.  These  bridfi;es  were 
fet  to  contract,  and  where  the  bridges  were  not  let  with  the  en« 
lire  section  of  the  work,  they  were  let  to  other  contractors ;  tiie 
eoatraot  price  for  farm  bridges  was  three  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars. The  owners  of  the  land,  in  several  instances,  applied  for 
the  making  of  these  brides  at  the  same  price  at  which  they  were 
bt,  and  agieed  to  keep  them  in  repair,  some  ten  years,  some  for 
fifteen  years,  and  some  for  more  than  that  time,  and  entered  into 
contracts  for  that  purpose,  and  to  release  the  state  from  any  claims 
for  those  periods.  If  the  state  is  discharged  from  the  liabilit}%  it 
is  indifferent  to  them  whether  the  bridge  is  ever  built  or  not,  or 
whether  it  is  kept  in  repair  or  not ;  as  far  as  the  public  is  pon* 
oemed,  the  fewer  the  bridges  the  better,  for  they  are  inconvenient 
to  the  navigation,  and  if  the  owner  is  disposed  to  go  without  a 
bridge  or  to  build  and  repair  his  own  bridge,  it  is  as  welt  for  the 
State.  No  bridge  has  been  paid  far  that  was  not  necessary ;  in 
most  cases,  the  timber  is  out  for  the  bridges,  and  as  regards  the 
pa^rment  beforehand,  (as  the  state  has  no  interest  in  having  the 
bridges  built,)  thn  individual  might  as  vrell  have  the  benefit  of  the 
money  as  the  bank,  and  they  alleged  in  most  cases,  that  the  mo- 
ney was  necessary  to  enabfe  them  to  build  the  bridges,  and  the 
adNranee  was  part  consideration  for  keeping  them  in  repair  certain 
lengths  of  time.  The  state  is  discharged  by  their  contracts  to 
ka^  them  up,  dec. ;  these  are  covenants  running  with  the  land, 
and  are  encumbrances  upon  it,  and  the  state  cannot  be  made  lia«- 
ble.  Since  ihis  matter  became  a  subj  >ct  of  remark,  stmihr  rou- 
diaii  have  bean  presented  to  the  board,  and  the  members  have 
slated  that  b^  a  Kntner  retohition,  I  had  the  power  to  make  these 
oootraots ;  and  ahhou^  it  appears  very  objectionable  to  the  oom- 
mittoe,  yet,  the  practice  obtained  generally  on  the  Brie  canal. 
The  owner  took  better  care  of  his  bridge,  and  the  state  was  saved 
ia  the  eiptnse  of  repairs  and  from  the  complaints  of  the  proprie- 

aas. 

The  third  diai^  is,  thnt  property  has  been  pnrohasetf  by  me 
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or  my  flgeoto,  whea  Bot  reqiured  by  tbo  wmls  of  the 
whereby  the  state  has  suffered  loss. 

This  charge  is  in  relation  to  wood  purcbaaed  on  the  cooCral 
railroad. 

I  will  stalo  the  facts  in  relation  td  this  matteri  as  I  did  before 
the  committee.    Mr.  Willis,  an  agent  in  the  employment  of  (he 
state,  who  professed  to  understand  sot  only  this,  but  almost  every 
other  subject  of  a  general  or  particular  nature,  stated  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  purchase  about  five  hundred  cords  of  wood  for 
the  use  of  the  road»    1  directed  him  to doso;  when  the  vouobera 
were  produced  in  the  spria^,  it  appeared  that  he  had  made  con* 
tracts  from  1,200  to  L500  cords,  the  exact  amount  I  caaoot  now 
ascertain.    I  had,  dixring  the  winter,  directed  Mr.  Beach  to  aeH 
the  oxen  and  cows  on  the  road  at  each  station^  as  fast  as  the  m^ak 
was  completed  and  the  stations  broken  up,  as  hay  and  grain  weie 
high,  and  it  was  expensive  keeping  the  cattle.    He  made  safes 
to  a  considerable  amount,  and  took  notes  for  aK)st  of  them*  psya* 
ble  in  wood,  at  the  different  stations,  for  some  1^000  or  J,90Q 
cords,  before  I  was  aware  of  the  traiisaciion,  and  before  hekatsr 
tbilt  Willis  had  also  been  making  purchases^    But  large  as  tins 
amount  of  wood  may  appear,  it  has  not  been  considered  too  okicIi 
by  the  present  acting  Commissioner,  for  be  informs  ,me  thai  he 
his  contracted  for  a  considerable  anKHint  more,  tfaat  it  maj  be 
aeascned  in  time  for  the  use  of  the  road. 

In  relatjott  to  the  provisions  sent  '*  to  one  Gardner  D.  Will- 
iams,"  it  may  he  neoessary  for  me  to  state,  for  the  informatioo  of 
the  House,  as  this  gentleman  appears  to  be  somewhat  unknown 
to  the  ooouiuttee,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Com-* 
oaissiooers  at  the  first  organisation  of  the  board,  that  at  the  fini 
meeting  of  the  board,  which  he  was  prevented  from  atteodiflg,  oe 
account  of  ill-health,  he  was  unanimouaiy  elected  one  of  the  act- 
ing Commissioners,  at  a  time  when  it  was  supposed  there  wae 
9ome  honor  attached  to  such  an  appointment.  Ju(%e  WiUiaiBs» 
nol  being  alJe  to  attend  before  the  ao^ninaentof  tm  board,  and 
it  being  uncertain  whether  his  l;eaJth  would  permit  bim  lo  <Hs» 
diaife  the  duties  of  the  office«  I  was  appointed  to  the  office*  with 
the  tinderstandiag  that  Mr*  Williams  should  have  the  oharj^  ef 
the  surveys  of  tlM3  northern  road  and  Saginaw  oaaaL  After  the 
canal  was  located  he  had  charge  of  the  coMtruotioo  of  the  work. 
I  stated  to  the  committee  that  Judfe  Williams  wrote  to  me  ia  the 
fiitl  of  1837,  desiring  me  to  send  as  soon  as  praeticabie  and  be* 
fore  the  close  of  navigation,  4)ertain  pro? isions  to  be  nsed  oo  that 
work.  I  received  the  letter  on  my  return  home  kom  ibis  citjr, 
IB  Noventber.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Beach,  <and  this  wiss  his  first  em* 
ployment,)  requesting  him  to  n>ake  the  purohases  ondferwanl  ihtm 
to  Saginaw.  Judge  Williams  also  wrote  that  the  611  and  winlar 
VMiM  best  tioae  10  do  the  work  w  tfuu  oaaali  hm  be  thoivfai  i^ 
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wottM  be  difficult  to  let  oontraots  unless  ooRtraeters  could  procure 
provisions  otherwise  than  by  Und,  that  they  could  not  be  procured 
ia  that  part  of  the  country,  and  that  the  contracts  would  be  let 
sufficiently  low,  to  pay  the  difference  of  making  the  advanca 
This  suggestion  appeared  to  be  reasonable*  and  as  Mr.  Williams 
bad  the  immediate  charge  of  the  work,  and  I  had  confidence  in 
btt  judgmenti  the  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  prorisiont 
sent  on. 

After  the  coDlradors  had  supplied  themselves,  there  was  a  ba- 
kuvce  left  on  hand;  most  of  it  has  been  sold,  and  part  of  the  pajrw 
ment  received  in  the  then  currency  of  the  state,  most  of  which  it 
DOW  unquestionably  below  par. 

The  iburth  charge  of  the  committee  is  in  reference  to  the  h]m^ 
kets  '«  purchased  from  a  person  who  had  smu^led  the  8ame»  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances,"  &c. 

It  is  sta^  in  the  report  that  the  House  and  the  country  have^ 
BO  doubt,  all  the  information  necessary  on  this  subject.  If  so,  it 
appears  somewhat  like  iraveilii^  out  of  the  record  to  inflict  aa 
ttfloeoessary  wound.  I  was  sworn  before  the  committee  as  above 
stated,  and  they  questioned  me  upon  all  these  sutjgecu ;  if  I  liad 
declined  answering,  it  would  have  been  treated  as  a  contempt,  or 
assigned  as  an  evidence  of  guilt ;  they  were  informed  cf  all  the 
fiicta;  instead  of  giving  that  evidence,  they  state  only  part  of  Mr. 
AdanW*  and  decide  upon  fliat  alone. 

It  is  well  knewn,  that  I  was  indicted  for  purchasing  property 
said  to  have  been  smup^led ;  but  it  is  not  as  well  known  who  tlii 
complainants  and  grand  jurors  were,  that  made  the  presentmeMtt 
or  that  when  the  case  was  called  on  for  trial,  his  honor.  Judge 
MciiCan,  decided  that  it  was  not  an  indictable  offence,  nor  was 
there  ever  an  instance  before,  in  this,  or  any  other  ^tate  in  the 
anion,  where  an  indictment  had  beer,  found  for  this  alleged  o^nce; 
and  the  public  have  been  led  to  suspect  that  there  was  nK>re  of 
individual  feeling  than  an  ardent  love  of  justice  in  the  intentions 
of  those  who  were  prinoipally  ensfsged  in  the  operation,  and  that 
the  object  was  to  afit  a  stigma  ofdisgrace,  wMJe  they  had  no  ex- 
pectation of  procuring  a  conviction.  The  commitlee  seem  re- 
solved, however,/ to  follow  up  the  matter ;  as  it  is  not  an  indicta- 
ble offence,  it  may,  perhaps,  turn  out  to  be  something  else,  and  at 
all  events,  I  ought  to  be  rebuked  by  the  representatives  of  the 
peo^e.  If  the  l^islature  are  of  opinion  that  I  have  not  been 
sufficiently  rebuk^  for  the  indiscretion  of  purchasing  these  goods 
fcr  llie  state,  then  I  must  submit  to  such  chastisement  as  they  may 
Ibink  proper  to  direct 

The  finfa  ebai^  is  for  ''  a  total  disregard  for  the  int^'ests  of 
Ifae  elate,  wben  they  came  in  contact  wtm  his  own,  asevinoedby 
bis  votee  givenat  the  me^iiigs  of  the  board.*' 

T)m  ebaraek  ipilinded  lo  be  ttMaed  by  aaelbnr  stalenM^ 
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^  that  most  if  noC  all  of  his  votes,  cast  as  a  member  of  the  boardi 
aflfecting  his  own  interests,  and  when  the  board  were  equally  cfi- 
vided,  his  casting  vote  would  decide  the  question  in  his  owo  fii- 
Tor." 

If  by  this  statement  it  is  intended  that  these  were  qoestions 
before  the  board  aflTecting  my  interest  as  an  individual,  and  that 
I  voted  on  such  questions,  then  the  statement  is  unqualifiedly 
false. 

I  know  of  but  one  instance  where  a  suppositioQ  of  thts  kind 
could  arise,  and  I  will  state  the  facts  in  relation  to  it.  Wbeo  my 
accounts  as  acting  Commissioner  for  the  preceding  jrear*  were 
closed  nearly  up,  it  oppeared  there  was  a  balance  of  some  9SfiM 
dbe  to  me  from  the  board  ;  and  for  which  I  had  overdrawn  for 
at  the  bank.  I  was  anxious  to  have  this  account  settled  aod  the 
money  paid  to  the  bank.  The  subject  was  referred  to  Memn, 
Lothrop  and  Alden  on  the  eighth  of  September  Ust ;  oo  the  tenth, 
they  made  a  reports  ('which  I  read  to  the  committee,)  and  they 
also  sotunitted  the  following  resokrtioiis : 

*"  Remdved,  That  the  Auditor  General  be  cMreclad  to  draw  hk 
warrant  in  favor  of  James  B.  Hunt,  actinp^  Goouniasiooer,  for  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents/*  io 
payment  of  certain  vouchersf  which  were  stated. 

**  Besohed,  That  the  Auditor  Qeneral  be  directed  to  draw  Us 
warrant  in  favor  of  James  R.  Hunt,  acting  Commissioner,  fur 
#7,788  43,  to  liquidate  the  following  disbursements  made  by  Jas. 
B«  Hunt,  Rotiiig  Commissioner,  on  the  public  works,  over  and 
above  the  amount  advanced  to  him  by  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provements, before  the  19th  of  May,  1888,  to  wit : 

Vouchers  in  the  hands  of  /•  B.  Hunt^ 

u  u  u  Audited,       •2,940  87 

Unaudi- 
ted, and  which  the  Auditor  General  refuses  to  al- 
low, but  which  the  board  think  the  acting  Com- 
missioner had  the  rcht  to  disbur8e«  and  if  the 
vouchers  were  satisfactory,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Auditor  General  to  audit  the  same*  4,|0M  OH 

.Amount  of  uKxieys  returned  by  D.  C.  McKJnstry,  4/dSl  OH 

Dtie  on  the  voucher  of  C.  P.  Smith*  for  services 
as  engineer,  on  the  Saginaw  canal,  876  M 

•7,788  49 
These  resolutions,  reported  by  the  committee,  were  afterwards 
icted  u|ion,  and  f  voted  in  favor  of  them ;  it  was  nof-^acingany 
money  m  my  pockets;  the  state  owed  me  this  afnounl  as  aeiiw 
Commissioner,  and  the  acting  Commissioner  owed  the  bank.  1 
WM  Mif  the  JBitnunent  tbiov^  whom  the  {M 
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It  was  t  iMoefit  to  both  the  bank  sod  the  state;  bat  to  nitt  as  an 
indlvidaal  it  could  have  no  bearing,  for  the  bank  would  not  seek 
to  ooll^st  from  me  a  debt  which  was  due  Trom  the  state. 

It  is  from  this  single  and  isolated  transaction,  perfectly  proper 
in  itself,  that  the  committee  have  thought  proper  to  say,  ^  thai  in 
most  if  not  all  of  hb  votes  cast,  dec,  he  gave  tiie  casting  vote  in 
bis  own  favor.  And  thev  have  also  asserted  '^  that  a  contrary 
course  would  probably  have  plated  Mr.  Hunt's  peoimiary  mat^ 
ters  as  well  as  nis  conduct  in  a  diflkrent  position  before  the  house 
and  the  country.**  This  assertion  is  also  untrue,  the  Auditor  6e* 
neral  refused  to  give  the  warrant,  and  the  whole  matter  stands  m 
exactly  the  same  position  that  it  did  before  the  resolutions  were 
adopted ;  and  this  is  the  only  resolution  in  relation  to  my  accouols 
that  has  been  passed  upon  by  the  board.  And  it  is  upon  account 
of  this  unfortunate  resolution,  that  Gen.  Humphrey  and  Mr.  Lo- 
tbrop  have  been  charged  as. abetting  and  aiding  me  in  all  my  at* 
l^ged  villanies  and  transactions. 

For  the  information  cyf  the  house,  I  will  state  the  facts  in  rdiUioo 
to  Obed  Smith.  Col.  Berrien,  the  engineer,  with  my  assent,  en* 
leied  into  a  contract  with  him,  for  the  making  of  the  embankment 
at  Relau  creeki  I  think  at  2?  cents  per  yard ;  Mr*  Moon  and  Mn 
Smolk  had  also  made  proposals,  both  of  which  I  understood  to  be 
higher ;  Mr.  Moon's  was  25  cents,  and  Mr.  Smolk  had  unfinished 
contracts  on  hand,  if  his  had  t»een  as  bw.  While  Mr.  Smith  was 
employed  on  that  contract,  I  believe  Col.  Berrien  employedhim 
to  superintend  some  alteratio'js  on  the  bric^  across  the  creek 
there.  I  have  never  before  heard  that  there  wore  suspicious  oir* 
cumstances  attending  tlie  letting  of  this  contrnct.  It  was  reported 
that  Mr.  Beach  was  interested  in  sc^ne  contrnct  with  Mr.  Smith  ( 
wlien  inquired  of,  they  both  denied  it,  and  I  never  could  obtain 
any  evidence,  but  rumor,  in  relation  to  the  matter ;  and  as  I  do 
not  give  judgment  upon  such  evidence,  Mr.  Smith  was  allowed  to 
retau)  his  contract,  and  as  he  always  alleged,  at  a  great  loss  to 
himself.  Col.  Berrien  could  probably  irive  a  more  detailed  histo* 
ry  of  this  tranasactiim  ;  I  must  request  his  evidence  upon  the  sub* 
ject,  if  deemed  important  by  the  House. 

On  the  subject  of  the  money  paid  out  on  the  road,  it  was  such 
at  I  drew  from  the  bank.  I  frequently  asked  for  better/und% 
and  the  reply  generally  was,  that  the  bank  could  only  pay  out 
such  iunds  as  they  received  on  their  debts  and  that  was  princt* 
pally  country  money.  It  was  proved  by  two  or  three  witnesses^ 
superintendents  on  the  road,  that  there  was  but  little  loss  on  the 
money  paid  to  the  hands ;  that  they  had  heard  of  but  few  coreo 
plaints  on  that  subject.  At  that  time  the  law  made  no  provision 
as  to  the  kind  of  funds  to  be  paid. 

Kthe  assertion  of  the  committee,'*^  that  it  was  in  direct  violt* 
tion  of  law,"  alludes  to  the  payment  of  any  money  placed  to  my 
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efedk  4mce  iko  first  of  Atigint  last,  ^bea  mooey  wti  reeeiiTel 
voder  the  state  Ioao«  then  the  usertion  is  wholly  untrue.  Beftn 
that  time,  no  payments  were  mn<b  to  me  of  money  by  the  bank 
which  bad  been  receired  on  account  of  the  loans  made  in  New 
Yurk ;  after  that  time^  the  money  poid  was  what  is  called  dty 
money,  and  principally  of  ihe  Michigan  state  bank,  or  the  notes 
of  the  Morris  canal  and  bankiog  oom|Kiar. 

I  am'also  charged  with  ^  exUbitiii^  a  periiset  disr^rd  of  biif 
own  reputation;"  and  m  a  bungUng  attempt  to  make  out  the  tmm 
of  their  assertion,  they  instance  the  account  of  Mr.  Cody,  a  ccms- 
tractor  on  the  central  railroad. 

The  committee  took  ersdenoe  in  relatioM  to  that  transaction  abo^ 
bitf,  like  the  rest,  it  boa  been  perverted  for  reasons  best  known  to 
Hicmieives. 

The  facta  are  simply  these  :-^In  my  absence  from  the  city,  in 
November  or  December,  1887,  the  resident  engineer,  known  to 
the  House  by  the  ear*  mark  of  tliis  isommittee  as  **  one  Center,* 
presented  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  secreiary  of  the  board,  the  BrmI  es- 
timate of  Cody,  and  at  the  bottom  wrote  *'  deduct  all  ibrmcr  jmy^ 
ments,'*  and  carried  into  the  column  of  figures  the  amount  of  all 
fimner  payments  and  made  the  deductions,  leaving,  the  balance  aa 
the  true  amount  due  Cody.  This  amount  Mr.  Adams  paid ;  and 
V  he  had  understood  that  all  the  former  estimates  bad  been  de- 
ducted, no  niifttake  would  have  occurred ;  but  being  misled  by 
the  words,  "*  former  payments,^  he  made  out  a  totement  of  ttie 
bock  per  centaoes  vrtuch  had  been  retained,  amounting  to  •  t,854^ 
and  paid  this  aba  I  returned  to  the  city  the  same  day ;  the  neat 
anoniing  the  mist<ike  was  discovered*  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Cen- 
ter went  out  to  Washtenaw  county  and  brought  Cody  back.  We 
tried  to  make  him  return  the  monev — he  set  up  other  cMms  and 
refused  to  do  any  thing  about  it  Ho  was  arrested  and  confined. 
When  it  became  necessary  to  make  out  the  declaration  in  the 
causa,  the  Attorney  General  sent  for  the  papers,  and  they  were 
deKvered  to  him ;  and  when  the  accounts  were  audited,  this  being 
out  of  the  office,  was  forgotten.  During  the  last  spring  and  sum* 
mer,  other  vouchers  in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  preceding 
jrear,  came  into  the  office,  and  it  became  necessary  that  my  old 
accounts  should  be  closed  up.  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  me  on  the 
8olqeet,and  may  have  referred  particularly  to  this  account ;  I 
have  not  the  letter  by  me,  and  cannot  recollect.  lu  my  answer 
to  him,  1  requested  him  to  have  them  audited  and  settted ;  and  if 
mj  attentkxi  was  called  to  this  particular  account,  I  shoukl  eer- 
tamly  have  requested  him  to  have  it  allowed  and  audited.  I  never 
supposed  for  one  instant,  that  I  was  in  any  way  Kable  for  this 
over  payment,  or  that  the  state  would  require  one  of  its  public 
oflfears  to  pay  for  a  mistake  made  without  his  privity  or  know- 
ledge^ and  by  agents  appointed  by  the  board. 
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..  TbMQ  ^M  00  tfleotipo  of  ootMalmeatiD .tManwUef*  I.ceibi: 
8ider  k  the  duty  ot  the  Auditor  General  to  allow  it  to  me,  for  it 
was  paid  in  g^cxl  faMh«  and:  wilhuut  a  linowkdge  of  the  mittake*. 
If  this  moaay  tia  recoy^sred  of  Cody,  it  will  be  in  my  name  ik$  aolt 
m^  Gifmmimmev^  and  must. be  paid  into  the  treasury4  It  is, not 
tune,  aod;  t  have  no  contimi  av^r  it  in  my  individual  cap  'oily. 

And  il  is  for  this,  that  I  am  ^tigmalized  as  *^  •exhibiriog  a  por&et! 
disre^rd  to  my  own  reputation."  My  reputation  wastiol  w*  aoyi 
Way  involve  in  the  tniHter ;  it  was  a  clerical,  mistafce^  thenaooey 
paidf  the  vMoher  obtained  and  audited  by  tbe  Audilsr  Gantralin' 
tbe  U8«al  ibrm ;  and  when. tbe  money  is  cullectedt  it  will  be  paid 
into  thelreasurvi  and  it  is.  presumed  that  that  will  be  the  end 
ofit.  '     . 

!  The  committee  ha^e  stated  the  eiipenie  of  engineeriajB;  on  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal  at  826,267  27.  I  am  informed  by 
one  of  thQ  engineers  that  in  the  account  kept  by  them  up  to  Petv- 
ruary  last,  the  engineering  was  but  about  922  000,'and  that.in' 
the  survevs  made  by  them  they  had  run  over  five. hundred  miles 
in  a  careful  and  accurate  manner  to  ascertain  the  most  feasible 
routes.    ; '  ] 

II,  in  this  statement,  which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  to 
the  house,  any  impro|)er  expressions  have  been  used,  or  any  un- 
just reflections  cast,  I  car]  say  1  intended  no  disrespect  to  the 
Houde.  IhtvQ  fi^  steeply*  injured  at  the « bitter  and  vimKclfve 
manner  in  which  the  committee  liaveVthou^rht  proper  to  present 
their  views  to  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  others 
employed  like  themselves,  totransnct  the  business  of  the  public. 
I  had  treated'  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  with  the  deterence 
due  to  them  as  representatives  in^  thp  discharge  of  their,  duties^ 
and  I  ha^  h  ped  that  they  would  present  a  capdid  slu^ement  of 
all  the  facts  elicited  by  them  during  this  procrastinated  examina- 
tioa 

I  ha 
two  of 
defadi 
tosus^ 
commi 
had  as 
C4>unt^ 
was  th 
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Am  1 1 
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im  aU  dki^ppoiotttd  euipiditjr  Inrm  (mught  Hfoo  nei  tto  <kto- 
itiittea  have  reported  andtker  case  of  demlcatfcM,  for  the  porpote 
of  deitrc^  ing  the  repottition  of  anothei'  citisei^  and  kt  a  fe#  week* 
ifab  also  wm  bo  spread  as  wide  as  the  r^km  of  letters. 

Have  we  not  a  rigHl  as  Atnerican  oitmnsi  to  eomplahi  t  I( 
because  ws  ato  oflke  iKyMerSy  w^  are  to  be  tusated  «s  the  vf^rlA 
treats  pirates;  *<  as  Aoites  kmtmmi  gemrU,  edeiniM  lo  the  mHoUe 
bamatt  race^-^yet  it  oi^t  to  be  recollected  tlm  we  hkive  rqflMs 
atdcneos,  dislniM  from  these  oAcds ;  thtfi  we  fcaire  (btniKes  and 
friends  who  have  soaie  interest  m  our  reputatioas»  and  ibai  thejf 
faafe  been  ted  to  beKeve  that  rtie  reports  of  tegislaiive  o6itt«iitteeaf 
were  entitled  to  the  respect  dtie  tathe  represeniativies  thetisehrci  ; 
and  that  in  the  pure  source  from  whence  emanate  our  l«tws»  thei« 
would  not  be  mingled  the  bitter  dregs  of  personal  or  political 
strife. 

With  the  hope  that  a  Committee  mar  bo  appointed  to  rd^xa>i> 
mine  thelse  mUtiers  and  report  to  the  Ilouse, 
I  am  respectfuIlT^ 

Yoor  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  HUNT. 


eomBmmicmkms  from  the  Hon.  E*  K  Lsihrop  mtd  Bom.  JL  & 
Bwnphrtff* 

HoUSB  OF  RaPRBSBirrATIVSSi  I 

Detroit.  April  U,  1839.      ) 
2b  He  Horn,  the  HmHe  of  RtpreaetUaHioet: 

GBNTLBMBir :  I  observe  in  a  report  submiited  to  jrour  House  rf 
this  day  by  a  confimittee  appointed  (o  examine  into  the  general 
accounts  and  proceedings  of  the  bonrd  of  internal  improvement* 
tder  reciting  several  grave  and  serious  charges  of  fraud  and 
mal-conduct  against  James  B.  Hunt,  Esq.,  the  following  para* 
^raph : 

**  Yotir  committee  have  had  occasion  to  observe  through  the 
course  of  this  examination,  Xhii  Gen.  Humphrey  and  also  Mr* 
Lothrop,  since  he  become  a  member  oi  (he  board,  have  unifor- 
nliaHy*8UStained  Mr.  Hunt  in  all  his  positions.^ 

The. connection  of  this  paragraph  with  that  part  of  this  report 
Which  preceded  it,  Conveys  the  idea  (hat  in  all  the  alleged  fraoda 
of  Col.  Hunt,  I  was  accessory  and  sustained  Iwn.  to  use  the  lan« 
guage  of  t^  committee*  '*  in  all  his  positions.^ 

In  my  opinionii  if  tlie  committee  had  not  intended  to  have  in- 
fleted  a  dark  and  Jecref  stab  at  mV  reputation,  they  would  have 
had  the  "*  common  honesty*^  to  have  specified  the  ^  fraudulnit 
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Miff"  of  C0I.  B«i)4io  wbidb  I  mnn  mcomvy  mi  fwl^mmi  bim 
IB,  and  what  wa0  the  oauire  of  m^r  aupppit ;  yea»  it  wai  ibeic 

I  kwe  publicly  and  poaitiy^ely  deny  of  aupportiog  Cd,  Huoi  in 
•py  <po$iutHi  but  gtfqh  as*  after  full  and  cai^m  Maaciiaatipni  I  feit 
boMod  by  my  loalh  of  office  to  approve^  or  that  I  have  io  any 
manoeri  at  any  .tifne»  coumeiiancad  GoL  Hunt,  or  any  other  com^ 
mimomr,  in  any  thing  chat  was  not  warranted 'by  iaw  or  waa 
not  dielotod  by  a  wiae  and  prudent  public  policy.  And  I  feel  in 
duty  bound  to  aay,  tlmt  the  aMeriion  thnt  I  ^'  have  uaiforcniy  sofft 
laioed  Mr.  Hunt,  in  all  of  tm  ptmUiot^'*  ia  abioluteiy  iaiaa^  nndl 
can  prove  it  from  the  journals  of  the  board  and  froaa  the  concur* 
mot  tefltiooany  of  fill  oif  iu  roenr^baiSt 

I  feel  in  4iety  to  oayaelf  and  in  defence  of  my  own  charaeteft 
to  veapcclfiiUy  aifc  of  your  hoooraUe  body  to  appoint  acoiDiiiit<^ 
tee  to  tnvesiigate  and  repoi>t  to  your  Uovsc^  whatdit^Hwator.dia* 
honofiaUa  aet  ceenn»itted  by  Col.  Hunt,  (provided  he  baa  oooi^ 
iDitted  any,)  in  which  I  have  sustained  him. 
ReapectfoUy* 

Your  obedi^t  servant, 

E-  a  LOTHEOP, 
<7oai.  qf  InUmal  Jmpvw^meiU*    • 


Si^f^  MieUgm. 

The  undersigned  most  respectfqlly  represents,  that  be  was  fast 
evening  put  in  possession  of  a  copy  of  the  report  signed  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Tucker,  of  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
accounts,  6^e.,  of  the  board  of  internal  improvements  and  on  took- 
Ing  over  the  report,  he  finds  that  there  are  unequivocal  statements 
that  he  is  a  defaulter  to  the  state  to  the  amount  of  918,151  34. 
It  is  Certainly  proper  that  he  should  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
to  correct  such  a  gratuitous,  and  he  may  fNiy,  wanton  attack  opon 
him.    • 

'  In  the  investigation  of  accounts  so  lonfj 
simoonts,  ordinary  courtesy  should  have  diet 
the  propriety  of  his  beitig  heard  before  then 
at  least,  have  liad  an  opportunity  of  explaii 
the  accounts  as  were  not  satisfactory ;  bqt 
that  po  such  opportunity  has  been  afforded  I 
a  guarded  silence  has  been  observed  by  th< 
aoce  to  all  the  transactions  examined  by  tf 
to  elidt  trutfi  frnd  to  furnish  a  fair  and  opei 
counts. 
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the  undenigned  wouM  beg  further  to  stite»^iit  (mtt  maisrbl 
error  hat  been  disco? ered  on  a  cursory  examination  of  the  report 
He  finds  that  there  is  an  item  of  ten  thousand  dollari»  which  V9m» 
a  warrant  drawn  by  order  of  the  board  on  or  about  Uie  Mt  day 
bf  April,  1838,  by  the  auditor  of  the  board,  and  charged  to  Che 
undersigned  on  the  books  of  the  board;  but  which,  from  Che  ocnia* 
aion  of  the  auditor  of  the  boards  was  never  aignod,  and  opoa 
wAich  no  money  was  ever  receir ed.  The  warrant  was  returoed 
and  credited  to  the  undersigned  on  the  books  of  the  board  ;  jet 
this  annount,  in  the  report  S[  Mr.  Tucker,  is  charged  to  the  no* 
ders^ned,  and  a  full  and  fah*  statem^t  of  this  hiatter  seema  to 
have  been  sUidiousty  avoided. 

The  undersigned  would  further  state,  that  the  commitiee  have 
allowed  him  no  vouchers  given  in  since  the  21st  of  February  last 
Sinoe  thai  date  he  h^s  presented  vouchers  to  the  Auditor  General 
to  the  amoutit  of  92lJ&n  13,  which  have  been  duly  audited  to 
the  amount  of  #20,060,  leaving  n  balance  of  #l,fi76  141,  which 
should  have  been  credited  to  the  undersigned  in  the  report,  be* 
sides  an  error  of  #201  credited  to  him  on  the  books  of  the  Au- 
ditor  General,  and  not  erediled'm-the  reportC  and  also  the  sum  of 
f  1,80S  ^T,  vifiiidh,  by  the  report  itself,  appears  not  to  have  beeaao* 
ditedv  theugh;tAc'veuohers*were  produced,  and  also  of  the  sum  of 
•8,010  96  as  stated  in  the  report,  the  amount  of  •1,795  02,  be- 
ing the  balance  of  the  amount  of  vouchers  audited  by  the  Auditor 
General  on  the  Cass  county  survey,  have  not  been  placed  to  my 
altdit  by  the  Audilo^  General  or  on  the  book3'  of  the  beat«l,  bd> 
cause  there  was  no  laweathorlzing  the  payment  of  the  same. 
.  Of  the  suna  of  nine  hundred  ai^  ten  dollars  and  eighty-feur 
ceotSt  as  stated  in  tb.*  report,  the  spm  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for 
whicii  vouchers  had  been  presented  and  audited  by  the  Auditor 
General  for  e}(penditures  on  the  Havre  branch  railroad  previoue 
to  the  16tb  of  May  last,  as  per  report  of  the  uodersignedi  have 
not  been  passed  to  his  credit  on  the  books  of  tbe  boarcC 
.  You  will  also  allow  the  undersigned  to  draw  the  attenUoo  of 
the  house  to  the  item  of  tbe  report  of  two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents,  which  was  for  a  part  of 
the  expenditures  on  the  Cass  county  survey.  For  this  amount 
vouchers  were  produced  and  audited  by  the  Auditor  CeneraU  and 
which  the  board  ordered  to  be  paid»  but  which  tiie  Auditor  Gene* 
ral  declined  f pay ir^g,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  bo  law  author- 
izing  such  payment  .  This  aurvey  was  made  t^  virtue,  of  a  ape* 
cial  order  ^  the  l^islature,  but  for  th^  reason  above  stated,  tbe 
amount  was  never  credited  to  the  undersigned  on  the  books  of 
the  Auditor  General*  and  the  amount  was  erroneously  credited  by 
the  iioders^ned  in  his  report^  instead  of  charged  to  the  stftet  the 
state  being  creditor  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  myeatj: 
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9ev«otiiod8tn4  one  handrej  and  fifteen  ddlar^Mid^ftnlj^^biJ^ 
ceniB,  instead  of  the  true  sum  of  •  1 75,000. 

No  notice  is  taken  in  the  report  of  Mn  Tiicker  of  the  iutn  of 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  of  uocurrent  mbn^*  in  my* 
hands  and  whidi  appears  in  my  repi.m.  Yott  wiH  rWKfily  pep* 
eehre  that  the  whole  of  the  above  iteni^  amounfingf  to  fhe  sum  of 
eighteen  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  ac^ven  dollar^  and  sixty  six 
centa,  are  properly  to  be  applied  on  the  adranees  of  the  state 
made  to  the  undersigned  previoofs  to  May  last, 'and  that  hone  d( 
thenV'tmve  been  entered  in  the  Auditor  GeneraPs  books ;'  neither 
18  the  above  the  whob' amount  that  injostice  should  have  appear* 
ed  or  been  credited  to  the  undersigned  in  the  report  of'the  corti^ 
mhtee*  The  amount  of  four  thousand  dollars  was  proved  before 
the  oomm^ttee  by  their  own  witness,  Mr.  Whitney,  of  Adrian,  x6 
have  been  advanced  by  the  undersigned  to  him  as  a  eontraotot^ 
atid  that  wtthoot  such  advances  the  work  in  progress  on  his  don- 
tract  mo  A  hate  stopped. 

The  underiigned  wiN  also  add,  that  he  has  now  In  hand,  forty 
thousand  feet,  mostly  of  pine  himber,  purchased  for  the  depots, 
dec,  whteh  has  be^n-  paid  for  and  for  which- the  voutsbers  ean  bb 
produced,  amodntin^  to  six  hundred  dollars.  There  are  ahU 
vooohers^n  addition  ^o  those  stated  above  for  x^ork  done  on*  the 
Havrehraneh  railroad,  amounting  to  about  two  hnodr^d  doitarsl 
which  have  not  been  audited  or  crMited  toltbe^uodersiffned. 

The  committee  in  their  re(M>rt  refer  to  what  they  call  an  error 
in  the  statem^ni  df  the  undersigned  to  the  president  of  the  board* 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  t830,  of  the  sum  of  fsai^  85$  ^  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  this,  he  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the  Au- 
ditor General's  report  (and  ta  the  vouchers)  page  87,  where  he 
states  that  vouchers,  to  the  amount  of  $34,560,  are  deposited  in 
his  office,  and  in  progress  of 'e^arrilnalion,  to  cover  the  amount  of 
#0,008  13  100  and  other  advances  made  since  the  Slst^  of  De- 
camber  last.  If  these  vouchers  Are  fictitious  and  were  intdhded 
to  deceive  the  board  of  internal  fmprovement,  and  through  them 
the  i^sbiture,  as  stated  by  the  cbtminittee,  the  coaimiUee  should 
at  the  ieaat  have  had  the  juiniee  to  isxcul pate  the  Additor  General 
from  anv  indirect  imputations  of  corrupt  motives,  for  hafrmg  sotK 
leduentiy  audited  and  allowed  the  same. 

In  refer0nc6  to  that'part  of  the  report  of  the  comn^kiee  relatii^ 
to  the  amount  of  money  placed  in  my  hands  ibr  the  porchase  <if 
iron,  the  committee  have  made  an  error  which  it  would  seem  fVom 
the  ir^port,  is  the  tesult  of  i^ross  carelessness,  or  a  v^nftm  dMpo. 
shion  to  hvjtnna,  or  af  latrk  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Mmj^ 
priiidples  of  addition.  ¥ou  will  peroeitre  by  their  staiennetii 
that  they  have  left  entirely  out  of  the  aceoetnt^  the  sdm  of  •dOOi), 
which  It  appears  on  the  m^  of  the  report  diould  be -credited  to 
!hei3ndiers]gned^or;aocotding  to  theii*  m-itlMndtfa}^  the  0mt\' ^ 
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f«M07  Vl^MOfdMmelttd  fiMn  •7Mm  letrei  »  biOmietf 
•95.000. 

In  rekmtHieio  th^  veary  perttnenl  ioquiry  iMde  in  ihe  report 
^  if  (be  taOtOOOi  or  any  port  oT  it.  omtm  a  poriioo  <if  the  ^f« 
meoU  inl^ided  Am*  the  purchase  W  iroa«  huw'c«B  the  mmoom  of 
•7M89  12-100  (ni  aooouoted  forr^-^he  uodersigmd  wU  oalj 
vefef  you  lo  their  oven  jneport,  where  they  show  th«l  the  anai  of 
•66w407  9MO0  ha«  been  liquidated  t^  drafts,  the  balauee  of 
•20,000  is  still  HI  his  hands  in  drafts  apd  vanraoitfr 

You  will  permil  the  undertigaed,  iu  doaiug  this  eomiwinifla 
tiooi.  to  state  that  he  had  a  right  to  beheand  before  lhee«aiinittei» 
Oae  would  auppoae  that  a  dw#e  ioarriveat  the  Jada  wooh)  hava 
iflduoed  the  oomasiuee  ii^  give  hwa  aa  opportunity  of  makiM  tbi 
fon^oiag  afid  other  mplMmlioaii  which  he  iaanxioya  iha  &im 


TheMnderaiguedclaiiiwthei^vilegeofbeiagheaiidf  iMaCrar 
apectfully  but  earnestly  he  insists  that  he  ONiy  have  aa  Mp0rto> 
oityof akhibitiag  the  (acta  relating  tohii  ugoowiU  le  IkeHome, 
loapable  it  to  judge  whether  ha  k  not  «iqsi  Aii^uatly  «Miled,  Jf 
thia  privilege  i»  conceded  to  h'Map  Jia  knows  thai  hecaanhfU^p 
tiate*  by  clear  and  undoubted  teauarKMir,  that  faehaa  been  unwaiTi* 
mntahlyiMsaileds  &berefon»  he  aaka  of  Ae  Houaa  that  a  rnawiit 
tee  be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  upon  hhi  aooowlk 
Veiry  retfieciiiilly. 

Your  obedient  aervaat» 

U  S.  HUMJPHREY. 
JOUt^rHkf  nmrnhig.  April  l»,  M89. 


R£IK)RT. 

Spwker  (/  the  Ooim  ^  BeprefoiMiveM; 

The  undera^d.  meaabera  of  the  seloct  couMnittee  appointmil 
la  at^MniMe  (he  aeeounAf  of  Levi  &  HiU|BAphjey»  aatiqc  ^PPioma- 
aioaer  mi  the  aoMtherA  nuhroadi  WMOtfully  mf^ ; 

That  the  severe  indispoaUiop  ^  Mr*  Hjim«KKKlt  thp  ckaajmmi 
ef  the  comiMMee,  haa  prev^eoMlh^liiimfiiawiptotifHi^AaidH 
asMoed  Ihem  at  an  earUcr  day^ 

The  eoqimitlee  have  eadeavoied  ilo  pimafa  full  and  coraaot 
ataKmeoH  of  the  faoU  cenoeated  with  the  aooqMDla  of  Mr*  Hup^ 
flhray,  and  believe  the  evideooe  ooalained  in  the  vhivm  ; 
faa^ii^  ihia  xeport,  will  fMiaUe  4he  Vouae  to  fofm  ^eovaiBi  * 
fdmieae  upaa^he  aubjaci' 

FiMi  .the  orgiiniaiaipn  of  the  board  ^  eoar^aaiiiimvra  ^  \ 
sal  M^NPafimaitf  up  tip  iba  7tb  of  4,pail»  il$i88,  iba  Mawpt»  ¥* 
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appointed  for  tllat  purpose,  aiid  th^  bbotis  and  papeta  are  itUI  re- 
tained in  the  office  of  the  bo«rd. 

Sinc6  that  tinie,  the  account*  Imve  keeh  nudit64  by  the  Anditot 
O^nerali  ai&d  the  toughen  *re  filed  iti  hii  odke« 

PfoM  a  correct  ttatetnont  of  the  Ace^nta  of  L^  S,  IfynHphre/i 
M  iho^R  bV  the  booki  in  bdlh  erf  fhe  abo^ettientioiied  ofiOM* 
^oor  eommitiee  W<>«M  reibr  to  the  *ccompany{i^  doboimeatay 
Ibailied  (A)  dnd  IB.)  iXxmrnenl  (A)  h  a  statement  of  tlie  iii> 
counts  of  L.  8.  Huttiplirt^y»  fVom  the  litnc  of  hk  ifypohnnnent  M 
ictioit  coihfnissioDer,  to  tlie  7th  day  of  April,  1888,  inelodiw  ill 
of  his  transaction*  utlder  the  hi^  board,  n*  shown  by  the  boofi*  of 
the  office,  certified  bf  A.  H.  Adam*,  6\^tk  of  the  board.  In  aaid  ao^ 
eeunts,  Mr«  Humphrey  is  charged  with  warrants  of  J.  M.  Bai^oOft 
(auditor,)  on  the  Sute  Treasurer  to  tlie  amount  of  •72,284  84 
and  o^eiKied  by  voudiera  audited  by  said  Ba^ 
\mti  58,M8  68 

A  defective  draft  for  810,000,  wbieh  waa  errdu 
fieeuMy  rtgtied  by  J.  M^  Barbout  auditor,  and 
which  was  returned  and  credited  to  L.  S.  Hum** 
Mtrey,  by  a  resottnioa  of  the  boat^,  paaaed  Jatiu* 
aty  17th,  1887«  8t0t000.  68,588  68 

l3h<jW}n|:  the  balatto*,  dote  froiti  Mk  H^mfihrey, 
en  Hht  books  61  the  board,  to  be  8,656  18 

To  pay  this  amount  and  the  amount  of  #4,1^  85 
advan^  by  the  Aeditor  General^  a»  shown  tnr 
dodutnent  marked  (B.)  Mr^  Humphrey  has  irrbia 
hahda^  at  appears  by  the  certificate  of  A.  H. 
Adams,  Marked  (C.)  and  the  affidavh  of  L.  Sk 
Hatnpbrey,  marked  (DO  the  f(4lowmg  vouchers, 
dfcc.»  to  wit : 

Vouchers  for  eitpfedses  of  Caa*  tooinny  aur^ey; 
not  carried  into  the  ntoaam  of  the  Atiditor  Gene^ 
tal,  because  no  legislative  provision  had  bee»i  made 
for  the  |iayment  of  the  same*  and  also  for  the 
Havhe  brandh,  liot  carried  into  the  Auditor  Gene- 
mr^  account^  being  togethei^  4^184  94 

Amodrit  of  luspended  tbiichers,  Mot  less  than  %iQO  00 

Uncurreot  money,  as  stated  in  his  repott  to  the 
board*  814  00 

Vouchers  paid  during  the  pa^t  and  preseM 
monrti,  which  have  not  l^ii  presented  te  th&  A^ 
dhor  General,  hot  less  than  7,000  08 

He  has  also  advanced  Crane  and  Whiiney»  con* 
tractors  on  the  iK>uthern  railrond,  ns  was  proved 
by  Mn  Whitney,  before  a  committee  from  the 
Ifeuse  df  Reptesentaliires,  More  than  4,008  00 


Digitized  by 


Google 


909  »OV.m  DQGySIBNTa 

.  And  if  oHowad  to  Hr»  Humphrey,  would  lei^ve ' 
a  balance  in  his'favor  as  acting  C(<fimia8i<)tier,  after 
piyioffull  advioces  U|i  to  tkia  dute* .ot'inore  than  4,026  46 

DocumeDt  noarked  <A*)  was  riiriii«heii  the  committee  by  tin 
^Uuliiar  Qenersil,  nod  abows  tho  accounts  of  Mr.  Humphrey,  at 
f^cum  commiwoner,  from  the  7ih  of  April*  1838,  to  tbo  date  of 
tbji  report*.  By  rcbreoca  to:«aKi  fiocoupl,  it  wiU  be  aeen  ihat 
Mr.  Uurpjp^.rey  baa'  b^ei^  e|!uirged..by  the  Auditor  General  aiooe 
Ibe  7ih  of  Aprilt  1838«  with  warr^nt^  and  righted  vouchere  la 
the  amount  of, .  .  ,   :    .  jW45,786  74 

And  that  he  hag  beei)  credited  by  vouchers,  au- 
diied  and  filed  ifi  the^  Auditor'a  oflica,  to  the  a- 
toouotof  r    ■   .  341,022  00 


Balance  in  haodfoT  Mr.  Humphrey*  in  advance,  .  $4,764  Oft 
-  Baiiu;  0235  35  less  than  the  amount  which  he  is  by  law  au- 
thorized to  diaw  i^  advooee* 

No  explanatkjtt  of  ihis  part  of  Mr-  Homphrey'a  accoupts  caa 
be  deemed  necc^sory.  -     ( 

The  board  of  conimiasjoodrs  of  internal  improvement  paned 
several  resolutions  directing  the  Auditor  General  to  draw  war* 
rants  in  favor  of  L.  S*.  Humphrey  Air  the  puf prise  of  paying  for 
]a<|n,purahascd  under  a  resolution  pf  (he.lcgfislafure.  By  virtua 
of  said  resoluti^Sf  tbei  amount  of  $75,439 .12  was  piaoed  to  the 
credit  of  Mr.  Hompbrey  in  the  Micbi^n  sAate  bank. 

Although  the  transactions  of  Mr*  Ht^mph^py  as  agent  of  the 
board  for  the  purchase  of  iron^  have  no  cunneelioo  with  his  du-i 
ties  as  acting  comn|issioBer»  yet  your  owimittoe  coasidered  that 
an  examination, of  the  factS|  in  cAOBection  wJtb  this  matter,  foniH 
ed  a  part  of  the  duty  assicrned  them.  They  have,  thoi^(bre>  prc^ 
cured  an  affidavit  from  Mr,  Hum^ihrey,  and  auch  otiier  evidMce 
as  could  be  obtained^  showing  the  amount  which  Mr.  Huaiphrey 
has  paid  for  iron,  aa  agent  of  the  board^  and  the  manner  in  whit  h 
the  same  has  been  paKl.  .         '    .  . 

There  has  been  paid  to  Hicka  /k  Ck).,  of  New  York,  by  Mr« 
H^  Hownrd,  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  dollar^  Hickis 
IctGau'a.receipt  for, the  amount, dated  10th  mouth, 2nd,  1838,  was 
laid  before  the  c<immittee« . 

.  To* J*  H.  Whiuiey,  of  New  York,  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
two  hundred  aad  seven  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents.  Paid  at 
the  Farmers'  and  Mech;inics'  bank  of  Uiis  city*  on  the  draft  of  said 
Whitney;  which  draft  (cancelled)  was  laid  before  the  committeeu 

To  Mr.  Corning  and  Mr*  Benedict,  of  Albany,  by  drafts  on  the 
Albany  city  bank,  drawn  by  the  Bank  of  the  River  Raisin,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 
.  .1^  Davis,  Brooks  &  Co.  of  New  York,  by  the  draft  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  River  Raisin,  payable  ninety  days  af^r  date,  the  sum 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars ;  and, 

To  J.  L.  Whiting  &  Co.  of  this  city,  the  sum  of  $1,200  00,  for 
which  a  receipt  was  laid  before  the  committee,  making  payments 
in  all,  •55,407  91,  which  deducted  from  the  amount  of  •75,437 
12,  leaves  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Humphrey  of  920,021 
21. 

To  pay  this  balance,  Mr.  Humphrey  has  warrants  of  the  Au- 
ditor General  to  the  amount  of  820,000  00,  which  were  exhibi- 
ted to  the  committee,  and  a  draft  of  Michigan  state  bank,  which 
has  been  protested  and  returned  to  him,  amount  of  85,000  00. 

Having  examined  and  briefly  explained  the  accounts  of  L.  S. 
Humphrey,  as  acting  commissioner,  and  also  as  agent  of  the 
board  of  internal  miprovement  for  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron, 
your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  it  will  not  be  inconsistent 
with  their  duty,  and  that  in  justice  to  Mr.  Humphrey  as  a  public 
officer,  we  are  called  upon  to  refer  to  certain  charges  made  again$t 
him  in  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House,  <*appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  accounts  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of  internal 
improvement.'' 

The  first  statement  in  said  report,  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Heose  is  requested,  relates  to  ihe  report  made  by  Mr.  Humphrey, 
to  the  board  of  internal  improvement,  on  or  about  the  first  day  of 
January,  1839,  and  is  in  the  following  words : 

"Your  committee  must  come  to  the  conclush^n  thatC^en.  Hum- 
iphrey  intended  to  deceive  the  board  of  internal  improvement^  and 
through  them  the  legislature,  by  his  report ;  conveying  to  thettk 
the  idea  that  he  had  expended  the  amount  of  $23,198  85,  and  had 
the  vouchers  on  file  to  warrant  the  same,  when  the  fact  shows  a. 
far  different  state  of  things,  viz;  that  this  amount  had  not  ,beea 
audited  or  even  in  existence  other  than  fictitiously." 

The  very  singular  process  of  reasoning,  by  whioh'the  *S*nve8tir 
gating  committee"  satisfied  themselves  that  they  were  warranted 
in  publishing  to  the  world,  that  Gen.  Humphrey  was  guilty  oC 
publishing  a  false  statement  of  his  expenditures  as  acting  comnfiis- 
sioner,  with  the  intentbn  of  deceiving  the  board  of  internal  im* 
provement,  and  through  them  the  legislature,  is  certainly  woithy 
of  attention.  For  the  benefit  of  the  '^investigating"  committees 
that  may  hereafter  be  appointed,  we  will  briefly  explain  the  pro- 
cess. By  reference  to  the  last  annual  report  of  the  board  of  com- 
missioners of  internal  improvement,  it  will  be  seen  that  Gen.  H» 
has  stated  his  expenditures  as  acting  commisioner  to  the  lal  of 
January,  1839,  to  be  8248,685  23.  For  the  purpose  of  proving 
that  this  is  not  a  correct  statement  of  his  expenditures ;  the, "in* 
vestigating"  committee  have  added  to  this  sum  the  amount  of 
vouchers  audited  since  that  time,  up  to  a  certain  date,  and  cpm- 

100 
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pared  the  result  with  the  whole  amount  of  vouchers  audited  tip  to 
the  same  date.  Now  it  is  evident  that  the  vouchers  audited  after 
the  first  of  January  are  included  in  both  statements,  and  that  the 
result  of  the  comparison  would  not  be  altered  if  thev  were  not 
included  at  all.  Why  did  they  not  then  take  Mr.  Humphrey's 
statement  of  expenditures  up  to  the  first  of  January,  and  compare 
it  with  the  amount  of  his -credits  up  to  the  same  date?  The  result 
would  have  been  precisely  the  same,  and  the  cause  of  the  disa- 
greement in  amount  would  have  been  perfectly  plain.  They 
would  have  discovered  at  once  that  Gren.  Humphrey's  statement 
of  expenditures  was  taken  from  his  own  books,  and  included  vou- 
chers that  had  not  then  been  audited.  The  books  and  vouchers 
in  (he  auditor's  office  prove  that  such  was  the  fact.  The  vouoh- 
ers  which  make  the  item  of  $20,000,  credited  to  Gen.  H.  on  the 
Auditor's  books  on  the  12th  Jan.  all  bear  dates  on  or  before  the 
first  of  January,  and  were  of  course  a  part  of  the  expenditures  in- 
cluded in  his  report,  notwithstanding  the  assertion  of  the  investi- 
gating committee  that  ''tluU  they  had  not  even  an  existence  other 
than  fictitiously.^ 

The  slightest  examination  of  this  subject  will  satisfy  any  person 
that  the  above  item  of  $20,000  was  included  twice  in  one  of  the 
statements  of  the  investigating  committee,  and  that  they,  and  they 
alone,  are  justly  chargeable  with  the  error. 

In  reference  to  the  remark  in  the  report  of  the  **  investigating 
committee*'  that  "  the  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the 
sum  of  #20,000  audited  by  the  Auditor  General  on  the  14tb  of 
March,  1830,  could  in  anywise  apply  on  the  iron  account  for 
which  the  adequate  su«i  of  $75,439  12  was  expressly  provided," 
and  the  inquiry  how  the  amount  of  $75,439  12  can  be  accounted 
for,  we  have  only  to  say,  that  although  the  duties  of  Mr.  H.  as 
agent  of  the  board  for  the  purchase  of  iron,  were  in  no  way  con- 
nefeted  with  his  duties  as  acting  commissioner ;  yet  he  has  btit  one 
account  in  the  bank,  and  the  amount  placed  to  his  credit  for  the 
purCha^  of  iron  was  never  kept  distinct  from  other  moneys. 

If  he  considered  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor  Greneral  safer  than 
the  fbnds  in  bank,  or  for  any  other  reason  chose  to  use  the  funds 
itt  bank  in  making  payments  as  acting  commrssidner,  and  to  retain 
rtie  warrants  of  the  Auditor  to  pay  for  iron,  your  committee  can- 
not oonideive  the  slightest  objection  to  such  a  course. 

The  nbxt  statement  which  is  deserving  of  notice,  is,  that  there 
Wsts  a  balance  of  $36,134  78  against  Mr.  H.  *•  unaccounted  for 
undei^  the  administration  of  the  former  board,''  and  that  *^  since  the 
Auditor  General  has  been  empowered  to  examine  accounts,  this 
dt^kdlion,  by  the  strict  attention  of  that  officer,  has  been  reduced 
tb  $18,656  16,  by  compelling  Gren.  H.  to  apply  the  warrants  i§^ 
sued  bv  him,  upon  moneys  previously  advanced  to  the  7th  of 
April,  '1838.'' 
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It  will  be  recollected  tbat  previous  to  the  7th  of  Apadt  1838, 
the  actinc^  commissioners  were  allowed  by  law  to  draw  any 
amount  not  exceeding  $40,000  in  advance,  and  by  refereiace  to 
the  account  of  Mr.  Humphrey  in  Doc  (A.)  that  #30,000  of  the 
amount  for  which  he  is  charged  with  being  a  defaulter,  was  drawn 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  and  Mr.  H.  states  that  he  had  then  aboiit 
f  17«000  vouchers  in  his  hands  which  were  not  audited.  Your 
committee  cannot  understand  the  propriety  of  charging,  that  this 
advance  made  by  express  proviaioa  of  law  isa  ^  defakatian,^*  not 
why  a  public  officer  should  be  stigmatised  as  a  defaulter  for  hav- 
ing money  in  his  possession  which  the  law  clei^rly  authorizes  him 
to  have ;  neither  can  they  understand  why  so  much  credit  is  con- 
sidered due  to  the  Auditor  General^  for  having  apph'ed  the  war- 
rants drawn  by  him,  for  vouchers  dated  prior  to  the  16th  of  May, 
upon  the  account  for  moneys  advanced  by  the  former  board.  We 
do  not  consider  that  the  Auditor  General  has  done  either  more  or 
less  in  this  matter  than  it- was  his  duty  to  do. 

Conceiving  that  the  charge  made  ia  the  report  which  has  been 
referred  to,  that  Gen.  Humphrey  is  a  defaulter  as  acting  commis- 
sioricr,  to  the  amount  of  918,757  34,  is  fully  answered  and  refuted, 
by  incontrovertible  evidence  contained  in  the  papers  accompany- 
ing this  report,  your  committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  say 
more  upon  that  subject  than  that  the  facts  show  that  so  far  from 
GrCB.  Humphrey's  being  a  defaulter,  he  has  actually  paid  as  acting 
commissioner,  several  thousand  dollars  more  than  he  has  ever  re- 
ceived from  the  state. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  6.  McKEE, 
D.  B.  STOUT, 
JOHN  J.  ADAM, 
N.  H.  PINNEY- 

Aj)ra  16,  1839. 


(A.) 

Statement  of  the  account  of  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  Acting  Commi$' 
sumevy  for  advances  made  by  late  Board  of  biiernal  Improve- 
ment. 
1837. 
May  18.  Rec'd  warrant  of  John  M.  Bar- 
bour, auditor,  on  Treasurer 
of  State,  810,000  00 

Aug.  30.  do  do  do      10,000  00 


Caf^ried  forwani, 
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Brolsght  forward,  9 

Dec.  IS.  do  do  do     10,000  00 

1888. 

March  1.  do  do  do       2,223  84 

9.  do  do  do      10,000  00 

April    7.  do  do  do     30,000  00* 


1838. 

Jao.  IS*  Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  J.  M.  Barbour,  audi- 
lor,expenditures  on  sou- 
thern railroad,  912,265  07 
Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  J.  M.  Barbour,  ^ex- 

Eenditures    on    Havre 
ranch  railroad,  61  74 

Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  J.  M.  Barbour,  ex- 
penditures for  instru- 
ments, 340  00 

#12,666  81 

April  7.  Rcc'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  J.  M.  Barbour,  ex- 
penditures on  southern 
railroad,  $17,560  11 

Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  J.  M.  Barbour,  ex- 

Ssndilures  for   survey 
t.  Joseph  river,      5,627  15 
Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  J.  M.  Barbour,  ex- 
penditures  on    Havre 
branch  railroad,         $235  99 

23,423  25 

July  25.  Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  R.  Abbott,  auditor 
general,  expenditures 
on  southern  rail- 
road $15,358  65 
Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 
by  R.  Abbott,  expendi- 
tures for  survey  St. 
Joseph  river,  156  00 

15,514  65 

Dec.  31.    Rec'd  vouchers,  audited 

Carried  forward,  •  < 


•72;224  84 
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Broaght  forward,  t 

by  R.  Abbott,  auditor 
general,expenditiire8  on 
southern  railroad,  1,003  97 


818 


Balance  due  by  L.  S.  Humphrey, 
*In  this  amount  there  was  charged  a  warrant  for 
•10,000,  which  was  erroneously  signed  by  the  au- 
ditor of  the  board*  and  which  was  credited  to 
L.  S.  Humphrey,  by  a  resolution  of  the  board 
passed  January  17,  1839,  which,  if  deducted  irom 
the  amount  due 


53,568  68 
818,655  16 


10,000  00 


from  said  Humphrey^  will  leave  the 
balance  due  from  him, 


Office  of  IirrEiiNAL  iMPROYBMSirr, 
Detroit,  April  16,  1839. 


•8,655  16 
A.  H.  ADAMS, 
Book-keeper,  B.  InL  Im. 


(B.) 


Levi  S.  Humphry,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Havre  Branch 
and  Southern  nailroa&f  in  account  with  the  Internal  Improve* 
meat  Fund. 

DlL 


1838. 

July  25. 

To  warrants  of  Auditor  General, 

•30,000  00 

Oct.    9. 

do                  do 

40,000  00 

20. 

do                  do 

25,000  00 

Not.  28. 

do                  do 

45,000  00 

Dec  27. 

do                   do 

5,000  00 

1838. 

Jan.  1. 

do                   do 

30,000  00 

12. 

Discount  and  errors, 

54  22 

18. 

Warrants  of  Auditor  General, 

20,000  00 

Vouchers  1,099,  Moses  J^.  Bowlsby,  for 

superintending,  rejected. 

92  00 

Vouchers  2,006,  Wm.  Adrich,  for 

superin- 

tending,  rejected. 

109  50 

Vouchers  1,129,  S.  B.  Brophy,  returned. 

333  40 

R.  0.  Conner,  voucher  No.  1,131, 

do 

30  00 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  • 

Jan  18.      B.  W.  Benier,      do     No.  1,193,    do  13  00 

Jas.  A.  Stewart,  do      No*  1,1S7,    do  10  00 

Discount  on  voucher  No.  1,091.  A.  Bigelow,     11   91 
do         do     No.  1,092,  D.  K.  Underwood,   3    10 
do     on  J.  Eldred  &  Son,  for  lead  charged 
in  former  account,  voucher  1,157,  12  00 

Error  in  rouoher  1,115,  John  Caldwell,  31 

do  do       1,188,  Wnu  W.  Gale,  60 

do  do       1,184,  Lewia  and  Smith,  5  00 

Feb.  16.     Warrants  of  Auditor  Geaeral,  85,000  06 

Voucher,  Nou  1,128,  J.  H.  Olds,  returned,  7  80 

Man  13.        do  No.  1,218,  Horace  Hodskin,  rejected,      89  00 
do  No.  1,221,  A.  T.  Bement,        do  51  00 

Discount  for  keeping  Dulton*a  house  while 
sick,  11  00 

Voucher  1,201,  J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  for  ad- 
vertising,  r^ected,  3  50 

14.     Warrants  of  Apditor  Geijier^L  20,000  00 

April    8.  do  do  5,000  00 

•248.786  74 


16.    Balance  brought  down,  in  advance,  t4,764  65 

Cr. 

1838. 
July  25.  By  vouchers  audited  and  filed  in  this  office 

for  construction  of  southern  railroad,       828,607  28 
do  do  Havre,  brapcb  railr^^d*  401  95 

Opt»  9,       By  vouchers  audited  and  filed  in  this  office, 

for  construction  of  southern  railroad,        36.944  41 

20.        do  do  do         do  42,494  36 

JNoy.28.       do  do  do         do  45,614  17 

Dec  29.        do  do  do         do  34,45)  97 

1«89* 
Jan.  12.       do  do  do         do  20,785  26 

This  amount  ghort  ereditisd  July  2$th,  200  00 

This  BOm*  deducted  from  vowher  49?,  Oct 
9,  1838,  more  tbc^  wh^t  npff^rs  by  the 
Auditt  1  00 

Feb.  15.    Vouchers  audited  and  filed  in  tbifs  office, 

for  constniotion  of  southeri)  railroad,        27,044  86 
Mar.  13.  do  da  do  21,976  13 


Carried  forward, 
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Braoght  f<)rwaitl,  • 

April    8.                    do                do            <to  621  00 

Balance  carried  down,  4,764  65 


«S46,786  74 


Errors  and  omissions  excepted, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 

Aud.  Oeneralt  S.  M. 
AvDrroR  General^b   Ofucb,  ) 
Detroit,  \6th  April,  1830.      ) 


(C.) 


I  hereby  certify  that  there  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  board  of 
internal  improvement  by  L.  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commissioner, 
the  following  vouchers,  which  are  not  included  in  the  statement 

fiven  by  me,  bearing  date  April  16,  1839. 
or  survey  in  Gass  county,  93,920  5i 

''  expenditures  on  Havre  branch  railroad,(audited,)        211  46 
*^  do        southern  railroad,  (suspended,)  1,024  88 


2feroi/,4prtZ  17,  1839. 


•5,156  80 
A.  H.  ADAMS, 
Book-he^per  Board  hit.  h^» 


(ft) 


State  op  Michigan, 
Wayne  County ^ 


Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commissioner  on  the  southern  rail- 
road, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  has  in  his  hands 
duplicate  vouchers  for  moneys  which  he  has  paid  as  Such  acting 
comtnissioner,  and  which  are  not  included  either  in  the  staileroeDt 
furnished  by  the  Auditor  General  to  R.  G.  MoKeo,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  commhtee,  or  in  the  statement  furnished  by  Mr.  Adams,  <ae^ 
crelary  of  the  board,  also  furnished  to  Mr.  McKee,  part  of  which 
hhi  bedti  presented  to  the  former  committee. 

£xp$ti^es  of  the  Cass  county  surrey,  which  halve 
been  dcrly  aucfited  but  not  carried  into  the  account 
of  the  Auditor  General,4)eeBUse  no  legidative  provi- 
sion hltd  'been  made  for  the  payment  of  die  tame, 
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and  also  a  balance  of  the  Havre  branch  road,  not  car- 
ried into  said  Auditor  General's  account,  being  to- 
gether>  #4,131   97 

Amount  of  suspended  vouchers,  part  of  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  former  committee,  not 
less  than  2,000  00 

Uncurrent  money,  as  stated  in  my  report  to  the 
board,  314  00 

Amount  paid  during  the  last  and  present  mDntb, 
and  which  have  not  been  presented  to  the  Auditor 
General,  but  not  included  in  his  statement,  amount 
not  less  than  7,000  00 

And  this  deponent  further  says,  that  he  has 
advanced  to  Crane  and  Whitney,  contractors  on 
said  road,  as  stated  in  his  communication  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  13th  inst.  more 
than  4,000  00 


And  which  was  proved  by  Mr.  Whitney,  before 
the  former  committee,  that  the  above  sums  amount 
to  $17,445  97 

And  are  not  included  in  either  of  the  statements  furnished  by 
the  Auditor  General  or  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  that  the  same  are 
justly  due  to  this  deponent  as  acting  commissioner,  and  further 
this  deponent  says  not. 

L.  S.  HUMPHREY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  seventeenth  day  of  April, 
1839. 

A.  H.  ADAMS, 
Not.  Pub.,  Wayne  Co.,  S.  M. 


(F.) 


Stats  op  Michioan,  . 

Wayne  County. 

Levi  S.  Humphrey  being  sworm  deposes  and  says,  that  he  was 
appointed  by  the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  improvemeDt* 
as  agent  to  purchase  and  pay  for  the  railroad  iron  authorized  to 
be  purchased  by  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  ;  that  as  said 
iron  was  delivered  in  New  York,  the  bills  were  forwarded  for 
payment,  and  that  he  ordered  warrants  to  be  drawn  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  the  same.  That  this  deponent  has  received  from 
the  Auditor  Gener^U  by  order  of  the  board,  warrants  on  the  State 
Treasurer,  at  different  times,  for  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand 
four  bundled  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  twelve  cents;  that  said 
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gums  were  deposited  in  the  Michigtn  state  bank  to  the  credit  of 
this  deponent ;  that  out  of  said  amount,  this  deponent  has  paid 
the  f'^llowing  sums :  to  Messrs.  Hicks  &  Co.  of  New  Y«4rk.  tkie 
sum  of  twenty-eight  thousand  doHars  bv  the  draft  of  the  State 
Treasurer;  that  there  has  been  pard  J.  H.  Whitney  of  N.  Y>rk, 
tbesQoi  of  six  thousand  two  hundred  and  sef»n  doUars  and  nine* 
tywooe  cents,  which  was  paid  at  the  Farmeni^  and  Meeheniei^ 
imnk'of  this  city,  on  the  draft  of  said  Whitney  on'  tliie  deponent^ 

Cyable  ten  days  after  sight ;  that  the  sum  of  Ave  thousand  dol* 
-8  due  to  Mr.  Corning  and  to  Mr.  Benedict  uf  Albany,  each 
having  an  account  for  spike,  was  paid  by  drafts  on  tile  Albatiy 
city  Mnk,  drawn  by  the  Bank  of  Kiver  ^aisra,  and  tiiar  said  dirafts 
have  been  paid  t  tmi  of  the  sum  of  fifteen  thoi»andoiie  hundriil 
and  three  doUaiir  and  twelve  cents  due  Davis,  Brooks  &  Co.,^ 
New  York,  there  has  been  p«id  fifteen  tboosand  dollsn  by  die 
Araft  of  the  Bank  of  the  River  Rai«D»  payable  iHMtv  daji  after 
d«te»  end  this  deponent  has  no  doubt, but  that  said  mA  will  be 

Sid  when  due.  There  has  also  been  paid  to  J.  L.  Whitbv  d^ 
>  of  this  city,  twelve  hundred  dollars,  for  transportatbo,  whioll 
psvments  aoiooot  to  fifty*five  thousand  four  hundred  add  seven 
dollars  and  ninety-one  cents ;  and  that  this  deponent  bsHi  in  We 
hands  the  warrants  of  the  Auditor  General  for  tw^ty  thoussBd 
dolkire;  that  this  deponent  paid  the  Bank  of  River  RaMia  fin*  Iba 
draft  of  five  thousand  dollars  drawn  by  them  to  pay  Messrs.  Cor^ 
mng  and  Benedict,  the  draft  of  tlie  Michigan  state  baak  ibr  liie 
sanne  amount ;  that  said  last  mentioned  draft  was  protested  and 
returned  to  this  deponent  i  and  he  claims  that  of  the  twenty  dmi^ 
sand^doUars  of  drafts  fn  his  hands  on  tho  Stale  Treasurer,  be  hat 
a  riffht  ti»  retain  five  thousand,  if  it  shouM  be  n9teuvf%\,  to  paf 
the  Saok  of  River  Raisin  for  their  draft  above  mentiooecL 

L.  S.  HUMPHREY. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  Aprils  A.  D* 

A.  H.  ADAMS, 
iVbl.  Fiifr.,  Wmfm  €0..  &  M. 
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R^rt  cjf  the  mc^ority  oflM  Investigating  Committed,  supplemen-^ 
tary  to  the  report  of  the  l^h  uU. 

.  The  Uouae  bavM^fefuaed  la  djacharge  the  oomtiuttee  appoittl« 
bd  ott  (he*  ^l0t  d^-^.  January  lasU  to  iorct^igatd  Iho  acu  and 
liffiimof  tbeboardof  tateimal  ioiprovefnent,  froni  the  fiirtherooo* 
iid^ralMin  of  that  sub^t,  the  committee  have  resoiBed  their  k« 
bof%  and  a  majority  thereof  reipec^fully  submit  the  ibilowiog  ad* 
dilienat  report:    , 

s  Tb^t  the  «mouQt  of  de&lcaiiont  placed  to  the  account  of  Mr. 
HiAif)hr^iil^lbti£Nrmi»r  jreporx  oiyour  coaionttee*  at  •  18,757- 
l^».w,ds 'pwliealedoa  llie  acoausi  of  that  geotlemaa^  witk  ifaa 
iMMird  ^(kMtml  }aif)rovero#tit,  as*  famiahad  to  your  comniktee  by 
ICi^  Ar  H'/Adavit^  their  «book-kdeper, and*  appelided  to  tlie  finrt 
cq[>oriof'yeur.t)oinrnittee).¥raa  dsHed  oa  the  27th  March  laat»  aad 
abniequdnUy.  befiewed  by  your  oommktee,  to'  exhibit  ifae  entin 
gBQO«intt<if.  Mr^Hmnphrey*  up  io  that  time,  with  said  board*  ex-< 
aaptilHH'fKn'tkDUiof  Jw  aooouat  on  the  books  of  the  AuditorGener 
Xftiia  additioaio.whieb^  your  committee  called  upon  Mr.  Huidp 
pkray  for  aiatalenwat  in  wriling*  of  all  his  transactions,  as  coQh 
a»ifsioOe«!of  bhteruai  impro\»naeiat,  from  the  date  of  hb  lepoilt 
Jfidaaf3^J>t.l8S9|  to  that  litne^  aad  which  waa  fuitiishad  your 
aoanniitaa^Hi  the  6th  of  Aprit»  and  appended  to  (heir  lomaer  ra* 
pM.^.  Youf  cofBanitteei  thenaforey  feel  warranted  from  the  stale* 
naaalff  abave.  referred  to,  i»  connectioa  wiih  the  fact. that  they  cof^ 
aaapoMded  withtth^  vouchers:  produced  for  exami  ation  to  your  oooi* 
wfut^i  9atiL  by  them,  transcribed,  in  charging  Mr.  Hmapbrey  with 
the  above-deiialeaiiom  Your  comnuitee  have  since  bedametatidiedv 
ho\v^Viejr»:thkiX  botb  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Humphrey  committed 
ettefrcur  io/not  fotnifshiag  to  yeiir  commiueo  the  foil  aotount  of 
credit  to  which  Mr.  Humphrey  was  entitled,  and  had  actually  ra-» 
ceivedi.t(^.ttu3  b<t<>ka.of  said  board.  To  explain,  it  appears  that 
the|brcVier..boai;d  had  ^lAxfited  U\e  claims  of,  or  issued  their  war- 
rant to  Mr.  Humphrey,  dated  7th  April,  1838,  for  ten  thousand 
dollars,  through  the  informality  of  which,  he  was  unabfe  to  pro* 
cure  the  endorsement  of  the  Auditor  General  thereon*  and  fwr 
which  reason  he  did  not  obtain  the  money,  yet,  he  seem?  to  have 
retained  it  in  his  possessirm  until  the  17tli  of  January  last,  when 
it  appears  to  have  been  passed  to  his  credit,  on  the  wwks  of  the 
board,  and  which  credit  was  not  rendered  to  your  committee  in 
ehher  of  the  statements  above  alluded  to,  and  should  be  deducted 
from  the  amount  of  said  defalcation.  Yet  they  still  believe,  that 
the  amount  due  by  him  to  the  state,  on  the  21st  of  February  last, 
(that  being  the  day  up  to  which  tliis  account  is  brought  by  their 
investigation,)  to  have  been  in  his  general  accounti  9^/197  84 ; 
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kKjmt  taamMbt  aw  of  the  Opiaion,  timt  i%  wA  diktiMlIjrsp- 
patr  from  their  ibrroer  report,  that  Mr.  Humphrey  fan  been  a^ 
lowed  all  that  he  oan  justly  daim,  and  all  for  which  he 'has  exhb 
bited  vouchers.  iNotwithstandit^  the  gentlemati  sets  forth  in  his 
oommunieation  to  the  House  that  the  CassopoUs  survey  and  8S»> 
▼er^l  other  heme  therein  enumerated^  had  not  been  allo^ved  hUi 
by  the  oomcnhte  ,  yet,  your  com  nittee  distinctly  aver,  that  aH 
those  iteais  were  allowed  to  hnn,  and  make  pait  of  his  ceedith^ 
with  only  one  exception,  viz:  #1,605  57^  which  had  tiot  beea 
•itlier  atidtted  or  paid  to  the  knowledge  of  your  oomrnktee^  ani 
which  amount  has  been  rejected  by  the  AudlitorOeneraL'  Ine» 
aniining  still  further  into  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Huiiipbrey,  as  agttt 
for  the  state,  in  pa3nng  for  railroad  iron»  your  comaaittee  wiH  atmm 
Yj  state  the  fdlowio^  facts :  It  appears  that  some  time^last  fiiU| 
when  Mr.  Howards  State  Treasurer,  was^in  New^lforkrhe  paid 
to  Messrs  Hicks,  &  Co.  on  account  of  iron,  the  tium  of  iH^Hifid^ 
On  the  Otfaof  Jaauary  last»a  resolution  was  adoipledby  Uie:boaffd 
of  inlemal  in^provement  by  which  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the 
Auditor  General,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Humphrey,  for  that  sum,  Whiehi 
it  is  siatedf  was  used  to  reimburse  Mr.  Howard  for  that  aDnanot 
On  tlie  fourteenth  of  January  last,  -by  another  resektion^  liM 
Mnne  board,  a  warrant  was  dmwn  by  tfaKS  Auditor  General  for  ihd 
forther  sum  of  •as,  Z^  09,  and  on  the  12th  of  February  fellowiog) 
a  similar  resolution  and  warrant  was  drawn  in  hi^  (kvof  fof  #ilV* 
111  08.  These  several i€enr»,  making  together,  IM9,4d9  I2»waf 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hucryphrey  for  the  express  puarpose  of 
payiag  the  following  bills  for  iron,  which  he  represented  as  betn^ 
due  ths  following  peraons  and  iii*ms«  ^iz :  Messrs*  Hioksr^  On 
tliMM)0;  J.  H.  Whitney*  80,307  91 ;  to  the  MHlei  person,  Ifag 
further  sain  of  98^64  96 ;  Davis,  Brooks  &  Go,  the  sum  oTtl6^ 
OdB  12,  and  JSdwnrd  Wbalen,83S63  13.  > 

Y0or  committee  have  hot  been  able  to  find  any  evidfenee  ofmji 
payments  on  account  of  these  bills  for  iron,  with  one  exce]fitktt9 
aad'that  is,  thesum  due  J.  H.  Whitney,  $6,807  91,  wshitfh-se^ms 
to  be  charged  to  his  account  on  the  boookso£  the  sAatte. tank,  09 
the  6th'of  February  last,  and  whichvas it.^rrespoads  with  ooeoC 
tbs  sums  due  io  Mr.  Whitney,  is  pfesumedwas  received  frsos 
tke  hank  for  that  purpose.  Vet  no  voucher  or  other  .cvidenog 
has  been.e«bibited,  wliieh<will  positively  establish  that  as  a  pajr^K 
moot  to  Mr.  Whitoey,  aotoseUy  made.  In  liis  QQmmMus*tiQ|»^to 
7i6iir  ooroflDittee,  on  the  6th  t)f  Aprl  iostanC,  Ml!.  Humphnsjitsayii 
ttet  the 'Michigan  state  bank  bad  drawn  «  draft  in-  mudrofl 
Messrs  BeoOdiot  and  Comhig,  of  Albanv^  for  te»009;'aiid  idsoi 
lhs«  he  has  paid  Messrs.  J.  U  Whiting  &  Co.  411,^09  for  tsaaif 
portation.  It  does  not  appear  what  these  sums  .w^re  paid  ibr«  iC 
paid  at  al(  no  vouchers  being  preaeetisd*  Tbs  maiieys  pboecl  in 
his4aBds  bpi  tfae^  14th. af  AsigiMt^ Md  Idth Fshruiry,  werepboeil 
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Ibtrer  feff  tlid  exfnnets  parpots  of  payinsr  fonriliflbreiiltleDMsbaio 
4ouinoifat«d«  aoK^igst  whidi,  neither  of  the  names  last  mentiooed 
•f^mar,  JEiod  consequently,  no  part  of  this  money  cootd  be  proper- 
ly diverted  to  either  of  the  above  objects.  By  reference  to  a  let* 
lar  received  by  Gov.  Mason,  from  Messrs.  Hicks  &  Ga  da^ 
March  14th,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  annexed  marked  (M*) 
ka  pMra  that  the  •19,000  due  that  firm,  had  not  been  paid  at 
ihatdate^  notwithstanding,  Mr.  Humphrey  had  received  the  mo- 
ney to  pay  them  on  tlie  14th  day  of  January,  two  months  before. 
It  also  appears  by  that  letter,  that  Messrs.*  Hicks  &  Co.  claims 
Wihie  them,  §28,000,  whil6  Mi.  Humphrey  allied  beibre  the 
hoard,  rn  January,  that  only  #19,000  was  due  them.  In  short,  it 
appiars  from  Mr.  Humphrev's  own  statement,  that  he  paid  only 
one  of  the  items  due  Mr.  \Vfaitney,  viz:  99,207  91,  nearly  one 
tnonth  after  heliad  received  themonevy  and  that  he  has  made  an 
afrangement  with  Messrs.  Davis,  Brooks  &  Ca  for  §16,000,  pay<t 
aWc  in  ninety  days  after  that  arrangement  was  made»  if  made  at 
«!!»  which  is  believed  to  have  been  made  about  the  date  of, his 
qomnumination  to  your  comininee,  on  the  6th  of  April  inst^  and 
oonsequently  it  follows,  that  ahhrnjgh  he  may  have  paid  Messrs. 
Benedict  and  Coming,  the  §5,000,  and  the  Messrs.  Whiting  & 
Co.  %  1,200,  suma  not  chargeable  to  this  account  at  all,  yet«  he 
haa  not  paid  Messrs.  Hi(4t8  Ac  Co.  the  §19,000,  nor  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, the  §8864  96,  nor  Edmund  Whaien,  §a,203  12,  beir^  ia 
nMt  §86,128  08,  notwithstanding  the  money  to  pay  these  clHims 
f»as  f4oeed  at  his  disposal  on  the  14th  day  of  January  hist.— 
year  committee  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
another  remark  in  Mr.  Humphrey's  communication,  already  le- 
fcrredte,  which  is  in-  these  words:  *'The  bahince  due  Hicks  Ac 
Ckk  of  §19.000,  and  the  amount  due  Davis,  Brooks  &  Ca  oi  §1^ 
10§  12,  Mr.  Norton,  (n^eaning  John  Norton,  jr.)  agreed  to  ar- 
mnffb  in  New  York ;  I  have  been  advised  that,  they  were  ^ot 
paid.*' 

By  refi^reoce  to  the  letter  of  Mr%  Humphrey,  under  date  of  Jan. 
Mt  1880,  and  post  inarked  the  28«h  of  the  same  month,  addpasa* 
§d  to  J.  Norton,  jr.  Esq.  New  York,  a  copy  of  which  is  herennlo 
annexed  marked  (N.)'and  also  by  the  note  of  Mr;  Norton,  ad- 
dressed to  the  chairman  of  your  committee  of  this  date,  herewith 
appended*  marked  (O.)  it  will  be  seen  that  thb  arrangement  only^ 
edmpveissndad  the  §15,000  due  to  Dara,  Brooks  &  Co,  and  that 
tht'Otbsr  ium  of  §16,000  to  Hicks  &  Go.,  three  thousand  ei|^ 
llandrod  and  stxty<>four  dollart  and  nir^ety-iiz  qenta,  to  Mr;  WhiCi- 
mtt  tnd  the  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  doliara 
and*  thirteen  cents,  to  Edmund  Whaien,  were  not  inchided  or  enssi 
mentioned  in  that  communication. 

By  referenee  to  the  statement  of  the  account  of  Mr.  Han- 
phrny  ^riththe  ^te  bank,  herewith  annexed  nuupked  (P.)  it  wiU 
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baaitfrtlttt  on  die  firrt  (kjr  cf  Jtimaiy  bst,  be  w&s  iachbtadtt 
that  JiiBtitiition«  as  actiog  commissiocier,  in  the  sum  of  tSlfdM  9^ 
and  that  tlie  amount  of  the  two*  warraDts  given  to  him  for  and  on 
accousl  of  the  iron,  one  on  the  14th  of  January,  for  ^82^8  09^ 
and  the  other  on  the  13ih  of  February,  for  f  ld,lll  03«  were 
placed  to  hia  credit  on  or  about  the  same  time  by  the  bank,»odthat 
these  sums  having  been  so  placed  to  his  credit,  champed  ^8itii»> 
tioii  of  bit  aooouat  in  that  mstitution  ;  so  that  od  tte  7th  day  of 
llofdi  iaal,  the  bank,  without  having  paid  either  the  #19^000  00^ 
Ibe  flMOa  00,  the  (9,864  00,  or  the  $3^W  i%  was  indebted 
Id  him  ody  b  the  sum  of  tOlO  47.  The  whole  account  aeema 
dearly  toahow  that  die  money  received  by  him  expressly  to  pa^ 
fariroOf  wasappfied  to  settling  up  the  balance  due  bv.him  lo'thit 
beak;  and  that  although  be  received  other  moneys  by  warrants 
of  4He  Aiidiltfr  General  during  the  time  embraced*  within  the  first 
•fiMuary  and  the  7th  uf  March  following,  yot  but  the  one  sua4 
of  •Oj207s  01  was  ever  drawn  from  the  bank  for  aa  expreas  nay* 
oient  on  the  ipon  account ;  and  when  read  in  connectioB  wita  hii 
letter  to  Mr.  Norton,  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Hicks  &  Co.,  and  Us 
own  communication  to  the  committee,  plainly  exhibita  that  no 
part  of  tWs  /noaey  was  promptly  paid,  as  it  should  have  been» 
and  thai  a  lai^  portion  was  not  paid,  or  arranged  to  be  paid,  for 
nr.ooths  after  K  ought  to  have  been  so  paid ;  and  that  a  large  sum 
yet  remains  linpa^  and  which  lie  has  not  exhibited  any  evidence 
of  his  intention  to  pay,  even  up  to  ttiis  time.  The  warrant  of  the 
Auditor  General  for  020,000  00,  which  Mr.  Humphrey  repre* 
seots  as  being  in  his  hands,  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  oal- 
ance  due  on  the  iron  account,  was  obtained  from  the  Auditor  oa 
the  14th  of  March,  for  work  done  on  the  southern  railroad,  and 
ought  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  to  be  diverted  Xrom 
that,  its  proper  and  legitimate  obgect.  '  '* 

In  eoonectlon  whh  the  latter  subject,  your  committee  are  con- 
strained  to  assert  from  the  evidence  given  before  them  during  rhra 
investigation,  rtiat  Tt  appears  to  have  been  the  practice  orMrl 
Humphrey,  to'taki*  from  oontra<itors  and  others,  their  receipt  ai 
ht  moneys  paid  thetn  for  or  on  account  of  (heir  work  or  other* 
wise,  as  Ihecase  might  be,  without  actually  having  paid  any  things 
And  m  aome  insiancea  having  given  his  note  for  the  amount,  iti^ 
atead  of  money;  with  vouchers  obtained  under  such  oiroutnstan* 
eei,  he  haspittoured  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor  General  on  th0 
Trtesuff  r,  lor  the  mooe^ ;  and  from  the  evidence  above  alluded 
to,  your  committee  are  mduced  to  believe  that  the  warmats  now 
in  his  possession,  (if  he  has  not  received  the  money  since  the  6th 
instant^  to  the  amount  of  #20)000^  may  have  been  obtained  un« 
der  sucn  circumstances,  and  consequently  due  the  contractors  on 
the  road,  and  therefore  could  not  apply  on  the  debt  due  for  iron. 
Your  committee  would  also  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  an- 
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€ftlier  fnallei^ in  odoneetim  wtdt  the  aftirv  oT  iMwt 
It^n  ppenrc  from  the  examiDiitiea  rf  tbe  contract,  that  in  seme  catti 
the  law  that  requires  fecurity  to  be  givn  for  the  fekhfiil  perfoniK 
Mce  Ifaeireuf  was  ^irely  disregardeck  ^nd  the  penal  aunt  thrt 
fvere  ambrdded  in  amYie,  were  omitted  jd  oders ;  esiablislMiig  a 
ayitefli  of  fevotitisfnf  entirely  imwarrantable,  in  the  opioioB  of 
yaur  0(|mfniitee; 

'  Mr.  E;  A.  Hathon's  aflidavit,  marked  <Q.>  will  settle  very 
ele^iriy,  tbe<)iitiBti(>n  tf>  which  that  reldtea,  and  to  which  Iheal- 
iBBatkai  of  the  House  is  respectfully  dalied.  In  ctmdtsakm,  yoat 
eotmnitlee  will  take  the  liberty  of  saying  that  theasaertioo  of  Mn 
Humphrey,  ID  hkf  communication  to  the  House,  that  he  iuis  not 
bad  a  fair  hearti^,  is  onequivocaRy  false,  as  your^eomnnittee  caa 
estabtish  beyond  doubt  or  contradiction,  and,youroommitte«iesi 
o«ied  upon  in  setf  defence,  to  say 'thatnMwitkstaadkig  they  haft 
been  aasaited '  bjr  several  of  the  inditidtiala  com)x«Dg  the  teaH 
of  iptemal  improvement,  in  then*  oonmiUAicatioRS  made  lotlUs 
flboser  that  they  bavo  oommonicated  metiers  to. the  Hooae,  tbal 
Iheiaets  would  not  warrantor  justify.' 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

^RUE  R  TUCKBR. 

Ckairmm  of  Ommmttee. 
IRA  JENNINGS, 
HENRY  ACKER. 


New  York,  'Sd  manA,  1839. 
S,  T.  Mason, 

RasFBCTBii  F«]^f9~ We  dqly  received  thy  favor  of  .the  17th 
January  lastt  in  which  thee  sta^td  that  the  bourd  of  internal  in» 
piMvemeiU  would  give  their  immediate  atteofKinto  our  requeelt 
sinoe  which  we  have  not  heard  from  them*  We  .have  ato  wciU 
ten  to  the  hoiiprable  Levi  Hu,mphpey,  on  the^  sujbject»  and  k^w^ 
not- heard  from  hia^.  Soma  mon^.  ^  the  iron  wiji  now  sborliy 
arrive  hefe,  apd  W!c  have  to  ^vise,  th^t  we  shall  notAie  wiiKn|^  |o 
deliver  H  onlesa  we  receive  a.r^mittnqce  of  what. is  due  usy  ami 
aA9o>  saa»ei  on  account  of  whet ,  wiU  be  arjaiiigb^  Thee  will  pleaM 
to  commanic«|te  this  to  the  beard  9ad  mlvide.t^  the  pi^qieel  of 
ittture  payment* 

We  are  respeetf^y. 

Thy  asitimd  fiieiKiStf 

mcKsa^co. 
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P.«i-WrbMrf«j||>feedfeGl,  thit  lime  tttlca  to  « tha*  a^moN 

derable  portion  of  the  money  should  be  paid  io.t»  faefohe  the  ar* 
rival  of  the  iron,  and  the  balance  on  arrival,  instead  of  which,  we 
have  not  yet  received  what'isdue  by  828,000.  We  have,  there- 
fon9,i,t(v]%qb^ 'dialyou  will  make  us  an  immediate  remittance, 
not  only  for  the  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  now  due,  but  for 
tte  iron  shortly  expected* 

Thy  friends, 

HICKS  &  Co. 


(N.)  ..; 

i'     '   . '  -«  Detroit^  January  26,  l^Bfk  ^ 

J.  Norton,  Es^: 

Dbas  Sir— 1  \v«»tyou  should  call  on  Mr.  Whitney,  our  agent 
for  entering  thq  railroad  iron,  and  find  out  the  amount  due  Da- 
vis, Brooks  &  Ca  for  the  iron  purchased  of  them  last  fall,  apd  pay 
the  same.  The  oippunt  ^ill  be  about  tldtOOO ;  I  want  duplicate 
vouchers  for  the  s^rrje.  I)on*t  fail  to  attend  to  this  ;  the  board 
have  ordered  ijijl^  this  amount,  and  it  is  now  in.  the  state  bank* 
Nothing  new;  all  will  come  out  straight.  •  . 

.ftespectfully,  -     ;  ' 

Your  friend,  \.    ' 

L.  S.  HtlMPHREy. 
J.  Norton,  Esg»  , 

Ciiy  New  fork. 


Monday,  April  I9th,  IHS9. 
Hod.  t.  P.  Tucker, 

Su)L-_j\greeable  to  your  request  I  herewith  hand  you  a  state- 
ment of  the  request  made  by  L.  S.  Humphrey,  Esq.  to  me,  to 
pay  for  iron  purchased  of  Davia  6c  Brooks,  New  York.  When 
about  to  leave  this  city  for  New  York,  on  or  about  the  90th  of 
Janui  rey  called  upon  me  and  requested  that 

I  woi  1  in  New  York.    I  said  to  him,  that  1 

WQul(  3d  him  to  write  me  at  New  Yofl^  the 

panic  :  probably  recollect  the  circumstances ; 

ne  a(  on  the  26ih  of  January^  the  letter  I 

handi  Davis  &  Brooks,  and  made  arrange- 

ments with  them  to  pay  the  amount  out  of  moneys  that  I  was  to 
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vham&'tninmy  nteotktionl^  which  ^*at  pitiwuteii If  tbe 
peoaoa  oi  the  slate  bank. 

Yours,  ^ 

Respectfully, 

JNO.  NORTON,  Jr. 


^  (P.) 

Lm  S.  Humphrty^  ComnUssioner,  m  aoeaimt  wM  Um  MiMgam 

State  Bank. 

DR. 


1839. 

Jaik  1.. 

•     MvkXi 

f8MI96»4 

8. 

To  cash. 

#15.000  00 

,       »• 

de 

175  63 

'      11. 

do 

100  00 

1«. 

do 

12  50 

18. 

do 

15.134  «5 

,     21. 

do 

10.000  00 

'      28. 

do 

144  00 

25. 

do 

'  2,700  00 

se. 

do 

400  00 

Feb.  6. 

4k> 

6,207  91 

.9, 

dp 

10.154  00 

18. 

do 

6,000  00 

14. 

do 

56!  75 

18. 

do 

900  00 

19. 

do 

1,101  77 

S3. 

do 

529  50 

24. 

do     . 

10,000  00 

Mar.  7. 

do 

250  00 

ftTnMI   Tl 

Balancer 

«1Q  47 

-  ■•    .. 

•111,089  12 

.•:■      '  • 

CR. 

- 

1839. 

iaii.  2. 

Byeaslv 

•5,000  00 

do 

35,000  00 

='     10.  ' 

do 

4,500  00, 

;-18..; 

do 
'  Carried  iwward* 

82.328  09 

» 
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finit^t  Ibrwaid,  • 

F«b.  18.         4fa)  «MKie«0. 

1&      .    da  .  15,111  08 

■^ %nifiao  x» 

Bafeooe,  MIO  47 

J  AS.  A.  ARMSTRONG, 
AsiftCaahiet. 
Detroit,  im  April,  IS99. 


P^rsenaHy  «ppeatfe<(  b^fbne  9mp  J*  O,  Grawi,  a  yMfm  of  Ibo 
peoq^  io  add  for  the  c<HmCy,x>r  Wayde,  stale  of  Miefajigwo,  H  A» 
HalliaOf  ft  oitiaea  of  said  etalie,  wW  ma^eth  oath  lo  t^.  followki|| 
iact6«  Yis ;  That  ha  haa-aded  ikscl^rk  to  the  oaffuaittoa  of  iavaa^ 
^igattoii  of  ^  AflHirs  of  the  board  of  mlwrml  mpwvwiMip  aod 
lluit  ai^MT  miving  esiknined^and  arranged  al):  ihQ  voufihaim  fai  Iha 
-oAoa  of  the  Aoditof  General  helonginp;  to  L.  &  iliinaiphray*  he 
aj^pliad  to  rtha  committee  for  iurther  pap9r9»  if  fetoy  thaia  wmu 
and  received  an  order  upon  A.  H.  Adams, secretaryoftiietboaiC 
fortfae  saiii^. 

Tirat  tlia  said  Adains  refused  to  ddiver  them  unless  saaeliiMd 
by  the  board,  9mi  that  as  Mn  Robkusoo,  a  oommissionar  of  aaid 
beard*  being  preaent*  Mr.  Adams  observed  be  m^it  do  ispba 
pleasedi  Mr.  Robinson  repJied*  that. he  satv  no  impraprjaiy  to 
giving  Aem.  Thai  tha  said  Adams  delivered,  whaitesaid  wm$ 
all  the  papers  belonging  to  the  said  Commissioner,  L.  S.  limfff 
pbroy.  Tb^t:  onlMeoday,  4th  Maj^h,  depoeent  rafulmad  aaid 
papers,  with  an^rder/rom  the  chaimnan  of  the  oomaikt0e,  Av 
4km  voacbers  of  D.  d  MeKinatry,  and  wa^  refused  4ham  bv  Mr. 
Adams,  wba  faid  that  the  president  of  tbs  board,  (S«  H,  Ijothf\afH) 
tsoaid  soon  be.  in,  and  he  might  do  as  he  liked  about  oomplyi«H( 
with  the  order  of  the  committee;  that  the  presidsat  shordv  aftar 
aame  in,  md  was  handed  tfie  onler  of  (he  committee  by  Mr.  Ad- 
aiw ;  afler  reading  whidn  he  ga^e  me  a  sole  dtfoeted  to  the  chailP* 
man  of  said  committee,  to  whi>m  I  gave  jl»  who  immediately  d»- 
roHed  the  serfgaabt<at*arms  of  the  House  to  wail  upois  the  praai* 
dene  (Mr.  Lothco^>  with  a  aubpoeoa*  whieb  btouaht  said  praaident 
before  ilhe  comiuit'ee,  with  the  voudiens  s  ^ught  for,  t/igelhet  wilb 
those  of  J.  fi.  Hunt:  Tbait  the  said  Mr.  Lothrop  was  dtaohntged 
from  attendanoe  upon  the  committee,  but  sat  dowtiy  Md  tardiog 
to  deponanc  aakad  H  I  would  oiaka  any  ^jeotiDo^  Mftor  i 
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ioi^  D.  C.  McKioftry'i  ¥oiieben,  to  oone  to  Ike  office  of  the 
board  after  the  i^enMniiclert  as  they  were  daily  wanted ;  that  de- 
pooeot  replied,'  that  he  had  no  objectfoDs  if  it  suited  the  oomcnittee, 
and  appealed  to  it  for  an  answer ;  that  the  answer  was  in  the  af- 
^nnative,  and  Mr.  Lothrop  took  J.  B,  Hunt's  (in  part)  vouchers 
with  him,  as  I  supposed,  to  the  olSce  of  the  board  That  oo  the 
14th  of  Maroht  as  near  as  deponent  recollects,  he  called  at  the 
office  of  the  board  for  the  pa^rs,  and  found  neither  president  or 
Youchers ;  that  the  next  momii^,  deponent  called  at  the  Exchac^ 
for  Mr.  Lothrop,  who  was  at  breakfast ;  afterwards  met  him  m 
at  the  hall  of  the  third  story,  and  was  taken  into  his  rooai  and  re- 
ceived the  required  papers. 

That  deponent  on  the  22d  of  March,  was  sent  by  the  commit- 
tee to  the  board,  for  copies  of  tjie  accounts  ot  the  acting  Com- 
missioners generally ;  that  Mr.  Adams  laid  the  ledger  upon  the 
desk,  and  opened  it  at  the  aoeoom  of  L.  S.  Humphrey,  wfaieh  be 
look  some  papers  to  copy,  but  Mr:  Adams  prevented  hira,  sajnng 
that  no  mah  should  take'a  oopv  of  his  books,  save  hiroadC  wbeo 
he  drew  out  the  account,  but  aid  not  subtoribe  it ;  that  deponent 
returned,  *and  the  committee  did  not  think  it  in  a  proper  form  fcr 
ezaminatioD,  and  drdered  it  to  be  returned  for  Adams'  s^natare, 
which  Adams  reftised  to  attach,  but  save  deponent  anochn*  doeo- 
menc  marked  <F,)  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  dated  37tk 
Maroh,  18d9. 

At  the  committee's  request,  deponent  asked  Mr.  Adams  to  sign 
dodimeot  (C)  in  said  report,  it  being  iti  h4s  own  hand-writing, 
wMch  he  refused  to  do,  saying  **  that  he  only  copied  it  (or  Gene- 
TilHumphrsy,  and  that  lie  should  not  vouch  for  its  accuracy.'' 
Deponeot  then  asked  him  {^ir.  Acamsi)  to  sira  the  statemebt  of 
thaConmiiskioners'  appoii^tments,  dcc^  in  the  nsinds  of  the  coai- 
mittee.  '      '  - 

That  deponent  avers  to  the  fact  that  L.  S«  Humphrey  was  pre- 
sent at  alt  the  exaiYMnations  of-  witnesses  on  the  aouthern  railroad, 
with  the  exception  of  xMie  aflernoon,  when  L.  G.  Budlong  was 
vsamlned,  whose  testim^my,  however,  was  subse(|uently  handed 
bf  th^'chairman  to  Gen.  Humphrey,  with  permission  lo  recall 
witness  for  further  examinatbn. 

Deponent  saith  that  Genera\  Humphrey,  or  any  odier  Commia- 
aioner,  hat  nevter  beed'  denied  aooess  to  tiie  arrangement  of  ibeir 
vouchers;  on  the  contrary,  Gen.  Humphrey  has  examined  tlie 
aame  himself,  as  aho  J.  a  Dutton.  On  the  6th  April,  1839,  Mr. 
Adame  was  called  beibre  the  committee,  and  aabed  if  there  were 
any  more  papers  or  accounts  of  the  board  that  had  not  been 
civen  to  the  committee,  to  which  he  replied  in  the  negative. 
All  the  vouchers  a«id  papers  given  to  deponent  im-  the  cem- 
nAiaer  by  Mr*  LoCbrop  himself  and  by  Mr.  Adams,  have  besa 
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rettumed  to  the  office  of  the  board  and  a  reoeipt  required  ibr  the 
same* 

A.  E.  HATHON. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  tbia  fifteenth  day  of  April, 
1899. 

J.  0- GRAVES, 
JiaUce  af  the  Peace. 
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(No  48.) 

,  Jtteflsnge  of  the  Governor. 

lb  the  Hou9e  of  Bepretentatives : 

I  return  without  my  signaturet  to  the  House  in  which  it  ortgi- 
oatedy  a  bill  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  ceruin  settlers  on 
university  and  state  lands."  In  refusing  n>y  sanction  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  I  am  governed  by  an  imperious  sense  of  pub- 
lic dutyt  urged  upon  me  by  the  solemnity  of  my  oflidal  oath. 
The  determination  I  make,  is  a  painful  one.  It  has  been  framed, 
however,  after  mature  and  anxious  deliberation,  and  cannot  be  re* 
sisted. 

The  ostensible  object  of  the  bill,  is  to  secure  to  certain  settlers 
on  public  lands,  their  just  rights  under  the  pre-emption  law  of 
Congress,  which  it  is  alleged  have  been  interfered  with  by  the 
state.  Does  the  bill  meet  the  object  intended,  and  are  its  provi- 
lions  limited  to  the  designs  of  the  legislature  7 

I  will  not  permit  myself  to  inquire  into  the  equity  of  the  claims 
of  these  settlers.  I  do  not  stop  to  ask,  how  far  the  eager  hopes  of 
the  people  of  Michigan  in  an  institution  fraught  with  benefits  to 
thousands  yet  unborn,  are  crushed  by  the  measure  proposed  to 
me.  The  pre-emption  law  was  franied  for  the  protectioo  of  the 
bold  and  daring  pioneer,  who  leads  the  march  or  civilization,  and 
proclaims  to  the  world  the  unknown  beauties  and  hidden  resour- 
ces of  our  western  wilderness.  For  the  protection  of  such  men, 
was  the  law  designed,  and  if  the  applicants  under  the  bill  before 
ipe,  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  property  in  the  lands  in  question, 
not  even  for  the  holy  purposes  of  education,  should  that  right  be 
disturbed*  How  far  then  these  claimants  come  within  the  spirit 
and  intentions  of  the  legislation  of  Congress,  I  leave  the  legislature 
lo  deter.iiine.  To  the  representatives  of  the  people  properly  be- 
longs the  decision  of  all  such  questions.  Appreciating  as  they 
ever  should,  the  high  interests  committed  to  their  charge,  I  am 
boand  to  believe,  that  such  claim,  under  this  bill,  has  undergooe 
the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  and  that  none  other  save  a  disinterei^ 
sense  of  justice,  au  anxious  desire  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  ctti- 
sen,  and  a  high  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  character  of  the  state 
and  our  institutions,  could  have  induced  your  sanction  to  the  mea- 
sure proposed  by  the  bill  before  me.  if  then  a  mere  question  of 
expediency  was  involved  in  the  bill,  it  might  become  my  duty  to 
yield  to  it  my  unhesitating  assent.  But  my  solemn  convictioiif 
laDCtion  no  such  conclusion. 
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^  tbe  fintfectba  of  tte  l»U»  you  {>ropQpe  t#  leRal  •i^^^ 
per  wvei  AJiT  IhAjhm  loatTKD  won  vmvBsiVTT  pvmvo*B%  if  it  ii 
proven  they  were  occupied  and  cultivated  as  pointed  oat  by  the 
pre^niptioo  kw  0f  OonkrtaSt  before  their  location  by  the  sMe. 
Where  is  the  necessity  Tor  this  unlimited  provisioBy  releasinp^  all 
lands  located  for  universky  purposes^  whether  heietofere  damed- 
by  individyals  or  not  f  What  is  the  ob^  of  this  wholesale 
lentvptadon  to  ftaod  and  pcnjory  ?  The  applications  before  you» 
bave*  ananated  fbom  that  highly  respectable  class  of  settlers  whoea 
rights  are  affeoled  by  the  kxuitioiis  un  the  NHes  and  Notawassippi 
reserfsrtionsy  and  on'  the  Graad  and  Muskegon  riven.  The  rriief 
asked  by  these  claimants,  sboold  have  k»dia  extended  to  tbea» 
iriismici  their  daims  Weie  found  to  be  msritoriotts*  i  am  atix* 
ionsi  to  affn*d  that  rriieC  and  i  regret  that  their  rights  have  beea 
jbDpardiaed  by  a  wboiesab  speeies  of  propagandisaa  fai  search  of 
adventurers  to  chjm  your  public  kads. 

The  Gongrsss  of  iw  United  States  *"  have  ffi anted  and  eonvey* 
ed  these  lands  to  the  stalet  to  be  apjmpriated  soixly  to  the  vn 
and  avFtosT  of  the  UniVershy  of  MichigaiK'*  The  slate  has  ao« 
eepted  these  lands,  atid  the  ^xmstitution  enjoins,  **  that  Ibe  legiala^ 
turaatiaUtaha  fnea^uresfoMbeir  ^ov^Mscrioiiand  im/itomimnt,  mod 
also  provide  nieaos  for  the  jieniidTuM  secmity  of  the  funds  of  ihe 
institution.'*  These  are  the  sdenm  oooditioaa  by  wfaieh  the  state 
holds  this  slMcred'  trust ;  and  yet  by  one  single  enactment,  you 
place  all  the  lands  thus  held  in  trust,  in  anarket,  at  91  95«1M  per 
acre,  no  matter  what  their  value,  when  IocsMM  or  hotr  ebiiniNBd. 
Yet  it  may  be  said,  they  are  protected  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  from  all  illegal  claims.  What  is  that  protection  T  The  feeble 
barrier  of  an  oath,  held  out  with  a  bribe  and  reward  for  its  viola- 
tion by  bad  and  wicked  men.  Can  this  be  a  faithful  administra- 
tion of  the  trust  committed  to  us  T  Is  it  the  appropriation  of 
these  lands  sofe/y  to  the  use  and  support  of  ihe  University  of  Mi' 
cld^an,  as  required  by  the  compact  witJi  the  United  States,  or 
their  j^rotec^tofi  and  improvement^  as  lemoined  by  the  constitution  T 

But  the  second  section  is  still  more  ratal  to  this  bill  You  there 
propose  to  sbll  at  $1  25-100  per  acre,  **  Ainr  state  lands  of  this 
state.**  What  are  the  lands  thus  contemplated  to  be  sold  T  Lands 
for  the  erection  of  public  buildings,  and  lands  attached  to  the  state 
salines.  These  lands  are  donations  under  the  propositions  of  Con- 
gress at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the  federal  un- 
ion, and  were  accepted  by  the  ordinance  of  July  25,  1836.  This 
ordinance  is  declared  **tobe  irrevocable  urithout  the  consent  of  the 
United  States,**  and  by  the  express  terms  of  the  grant,  as  confir- 
med by  the  ordinance,  the  salt  springs  and  lands  attached  **  are 
granted  to  the  state  for  its  t^e  alone ;  they  are  to  be  used  on  such 
terms  as  the  legislature  may  direct,  and  shall  nbvbr  bb  sold  or 
leased  for  a  longer  period  than  ten  years,  wrrBour  the  ^onsbbt 
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or  OoMUm^  h  is  dear  Ibtn,  tint  liie  bill  bofixre  ne  tf  pdpa- 
bly  uocoottitutional,  and  caoDot  rceeiT*  my  saaotion,  witbout « 
leokless  violation  of  my  official  oath. 

By  tbifl  decisioa,  I  am  not  ^amtndAil  of  the  responsibility  I  a^ 
snme ;  nor  am  I  foifieiful  of  the  wrong  1  may  inflict  on  sooie  me* 
ritorioas  claimant.  I  therefore  r^mt  that  the  bill  is  so  geaoiai 
in  its  features*  To  a  eoostitutionat  measure  of  relief  my  saootioB 
would  be  readily  given.  If  the  legMature  in  their  wisdom  ^viU 
propose  a  remuneration  to  the  claimadt  from  the  general  foad^ 
either  in  money  or  by  the  purchase  of  other  lands,  or  oy  any  other 
mode  which  will  remove  the  unoonsltlutional  features  of  the  pe^ 
sent  bill,  it  will-be  -my  dety  to  saactioii  it.  My  present  objectioQft 
do  not  arise  from  hostility  to  the  olaimaot%  but  from  insuperable 
objections  to  the  mode  pointed  out  by  tbs  lq;ishitttiD.  .  Every  per- 
sonal feeling  and  sympathy  are  with  the  advocates  and  friends  of 
this  measure.  My  first  impulse  woqld  lead  me  to  give  it  nqr 
sanction.  But  the  convictions  cf  my  judgment  and  my  oath,  warn 
me  to  yield  to  no.  such  temptations.  I  Imow  the  persooai  coose- 
quences  that  are  to  flow  from  this  act  I  am  aware  bow  little  I 
gain  end  bow  much  personally  I  may  lose.  But  in  the  conseieii* 
tiatts  discharge  of  my  official  trust,  those  coosideratioas  shall  never 
control  m^.  I  perform- a  duly  1  owe  to  myaelC  uid  I  leave  the 
result  to  a  liberal  and  enligfatened  people. 

a  T.  MASON. 
Exaccnvs  DBPABmain^ 


4prt{  17, 1880. 
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(No.  49.) 

Communication  from  the  Auditor  General  relative  to 
the  Agreement  with  the  Bank  of  Michigan. 

AvDrroB  Gbnbral's  OmcE, ) 
Detroit,  i2th  April,  IS^.    \ 

I^Kohir^the'HouseofReprmmt^^ 

'  In  compliance  whh  a  resolution  of  jroar  honorable  body  ofSth 
inst  communicated  this  morning  to  me  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Koberts, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  herewith  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  agreement  made  and  entered  into  With  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  authorizing  me  to 
negotiate  for  advances  on  certain  instalments  on  the  five  million 
loan, 
Respeclfblly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed,)  ROBERT  ABBOTT, 


AGREEMENT, 

Articles  of  agreement  made  and  conduded  bv  and  belweeo 
Robert  Abbott,  Auditor  General  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  of  the 
Brat  pnrt»  and  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  IMUchigaD  of  the  second  part,  on  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  oiie  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- nine,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Michi^n.  approved,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1839,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  Auditor  General  of  the 
statQ  to  obtain  money  on  the  credit  of  certain  instalments  of  the 
five  million  loan.** 

First  The  said  Auditor  General  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  state, 
and  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  vested  m  him  by  said  act,  does 
hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  president,  direc- 
tors and  company  of  the  bank  of  Michigan,  and  their  successors 
in  office,  to  ''selfand  deliver  to  said  bank  the  drafts  for  the  instal- 
ments to  become  due  on  the  five  million  loan  in  the  order  in 
which  said  instalments  shall  become  due,"  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  to  wit :  three 
drafts  for  the  several  instalments  falling  due,  on  the  first  days  of 
July,  October  and  Jaauary  next,  subject,  however,  to  the  follow- 
ing prc^visioQS,  namely :  That  neither  the  second  nor  third  drafts, 
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that  if  to  say,  the  drafts  for  the  second  and  third  instalroeatfli  duA 
be  delivered  to  the  said  bank  until  the  state  shall  hafe  been  duty 
paid  by  the  said  bank  the  full  amount  due  upon  the  precedii^ 
drafts,  by  dislnirsements  in  pursuance  of  said  act,  and  that  said 
draft  for  the  third  instalment  shall  not  be  delivered  to  the  said 
bank  if  the  funds  noW  in  the  Michi^n  state  bank,  foeloogtng  to 
the  stflle,  shall  beconne  ttvailaUe  bemv  the  money  it  waiSed  for 
internal  iinprpvement  purposes. 

Second.  The  said  president,  directors  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  Michigan,  for  themselves  and  their  successors  in  office*  do  co- 
venant and  agree  to  and  with  the  Auditor  Genera)  df  the  aMe  ef 
Michigan  t  to  pvMhaae  aad  reeaive  of  him  tbd^adid  drafts,  aabject 
to  the  ooodiiioo  set  forth  as  above,  and  to.  pUu^  to  tbe  credit  ef 
the  internal  improivement  fund  of  this  stale,  the  amount  of  each 
draft  so  received,  at  the  time  the  said  drafts  shall  be  delivered  to 
Ibe  said  haak,  deduf^tiqg  therefrom  inter^t  at  tbe  rate  of  six  per 
,eent  per .  aooum,  and  to  apply  tbe  sapie  in  aayooent  of  dauns 
againat  the  state,  for  labor  done  and  materials  fturoiabed  on  ber 
works  of  internal  improvement,  as  directed  by  law. 

Third.  And  the  said  prefideot,  directors  and  company  of  tbe 
Bank  of -Mif^igQa,  do  further  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  tbe 
said  Auditor  Greneral,  to  disburse  and  pay  out  the  proceeds  of  sud 
drafts  free  of  all  and  every  charge  and  expense  to  the  state  of 
Michigan,  and  to  pay  out  all  moneys  received  from  the  first  draft 
before  receiving  any  sobia|()Qeiit,  and  that  they,  the  said  president, 
directors  and  company,  will,  on  or  before  the  receipt  of  either  of 
said  drafts,  eviecute  and  deposite  with  the  Auditor  Greneral,  a  bond 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  tbe  Auditor 
Greneral  and  Treasurer  of  the  slate,  for  the  payment  to  the  slate 
of  all  moneys  received  by  said  badk  in  pursuance  of  tiJs  agree- 
ment 

Fourth.  It  is  further  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed  by  and 
between  the  parties  to  this  instrument,  that  wherea?<  doubts  exist 
in. the  mind  of  the  Auditor  General  whether  (under  the  contract 
made  between  his  excellency  >tevens  T.  Mason  and  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  dated  the  first  day  of  June,  Al  D. 
1838,  and  the  subsequent  letters  between  the  same  parties,)  tbe 
said  drafts  are  payable  on  the  first  days  of  Jutv^  October  and  Ja- 
nuary next,  respectively,  or  at  thirtv  days'  sigfit  after  those  dates, 
the  said  Auditor  General  shall  deliver  to  the  said  bank  two  sets 
of  said  drafts  for  the  same  amounts.  One  set  to  be  made  paya- 
ble on  the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  and  the  other  set  at  thirty 
days^  sight  thereafter ;  and  that  the  said  bank  shall  despatch  a 
■  special  messenger  to  New  York  with  said  drafts,  who  shall  em- 
ploy such  counsel  as  he  may  require,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the 
said  bank;  that  if  the  said  drafts  payable  on  the  first  day  of  Jdy 
next  shall  be  accepted^  the  other  set  shall  be  returned  te  tbe  As- 
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ditor  Geoeral  to  be  cancelled  by  bim ;  but  in  case  the  said  first 
mentioned  drafts  shall  not  be  accepted,  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  not  drawn  payable  at  thirty  days'  sight  after  the  said  first  day 
of  July,  as  proposed  in  the  correspondence  aforesaid,  then  the 
said  first  set  of  drafts  shall  be  returned  to  the  Auditor  General^ 
and  the  second  set  shall  be  retained  by  the  said  bank.  The  object 
of  this  ptovision  being  tbe  proteotioa  ofifae  credit  of  tbe  state  and 
to  avoid  a  protest  upon  its  drafts. 

Fifth.  In  case  the  Auditor  General  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
retain  from  the  first  instalnoent  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  payment  of  interest  due. on  the*  state  bonds,  or  otherwise^ 
the  first  drafts  shall  be  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  instalment 
only. 

in  testimony  whereof,  these  presents  are  signed  by  the  said 
Auditor  Gene^l  and  by  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  said 
Bank  of  Michigan,  and  the  seals  of  the  said  Auditor  General  and 
.  of  the  said  bank  are  hereunto  affixed  on  the  day  and  year  first 
aforesaid. 
Executed  in  duplicate  in  presence  of 
Jomi  M.  OBJum.  • 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 
Auditor  General  State  of  Michigan. 

C.  C.  TROWBRIDGE, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Michigan. 
H.  K.  SANGER, 
Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Mkhiirm. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  connect  copy  of  the  original  on 
.file  in  this  oflke. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 
AuDiTOB  GjumuAhB  OwFum, ) 
DetroU,  12th  April,  18d94      \ 


103 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


M4  liOUBB'DOCVMBIIT& 


(No.  60.) 

RepoK  on  the  Oedur  and  f?rand  Rirer  Branch  of  the 

Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  CanaK 

OfPICS  Of  iNTfeBKAL  ImpROVSMBRT,  ) 

DetroU,  February  25,  1839,  \ 

To  the  Hon*  the  Houte  of  Representatives  : 

I  have  tho  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  legislature  a  report  of 
Xht  aarvey  of  the  Cedar  tind  Grand  river  branch  of  the  CitntoD 
and  Kalamazoo  canal,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  resohitioo  cf  the 
hit  board  of  internal  improvement,  and  referred  to  in  the  anntml 
report  of  this  board. 

By  order  of  the  board. 

E  H.  LCrmnOB.Presidad. 


REPORT,  fee 

7b  ihs  j^i^fiora&b  ti^  Conmismners  of  the  Board  of  biemd 
Jif^proi^einent. 

GmifTiiEMEN :  Agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  your  board  h>Mraf^* 
ing  me  to  m^ke  an  examdiation  and  survey  for  a  canal  route 
from^sofni  (Eligible  point  ort  The  main  line  down  the  valley  of  the 
Ceda*-  river  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Grand  river,.  /  res- 
pectfully report : 

That  the  examination  and  survey  has  been  made,  and  the  route 
found  practicable  and  feasible.  This  route  in  point  of  importance 
and  interest  to  the  state,  has  much  merit,  and  perhaps  may  be 
considered  the  most  important  connection  that  can  be  formed  in 
the  state,  uniting  the  great  thoroughfare  across  the  oeninsula  with 
the  rich  and  fertile  valleys  of  the  fairest  portion  of  Michigan— a 
section  of  the  state  perhaps  unsurpassed  in  the  richness  of  its  soil, 
the  abundance  of  its  valuable  timber,  and  the  supcrabundauce  of 
its  invaluable  water  power,  which  is  met  with  through  the  whde 
extent  of  the  route  on  the  Cedar,  the  Lookin^lass  and  Grand  ri- 
vers and  their  numerous  tributaries.  It  opens  into  the  mineral 
region,  which  from  present  examinations  bids  fair  to  become  of 
immense  importance  to  the  stale. 

It  intersects  at  Lyons,  (at  the  mouth  of  the  Maple,)  the  north- 
ern railroad  route,  and  at  Ionia,  a  few  miles  belowi  the  navigabte 
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yMen  of  Grand  rirer ;  iateniecMi^  also  the  vout^of  alaamboat 
communication  between  the  navigable  waters  of  Grand  rirer^  by 
the  way  of  the  Maple  and  Saginaw  canal,  to  Lake  Huron. 
These  and  many  other  advantages^  with  a  papulation  rapidly  in- 
creasing and  unsurpassed  in  persevering  industry  and  entnrprisei 
entitle  this  route  to  much  consideration ;  and  were  thia  work, 
now  completed  in  ooonectiun  with  the  eastern  dirision  of  thc^ 
main  route,  I  think  there  is  nothing  haaarded  in  pi*ed]cting  tho 
time  not  far  diaiani  when  it  would  pay  a  revenue  into  .tbo  state 
treasury*  Although  many  <nay  have  their  fears  and  foi^bodingp 
thai  our  system  of  internal  improvement  is  fraught  with  rninoqa 
consequences  to  the  interests  of  Michigan,  yet  I  ff^l  a^  eQtiira 
ooofidence^  ttom  the  knowled^  I  now  have  pf  the  natumi  re- 
sources of  the  state,  its  relative  position  to  tho  country  bord^rii^' 
on'  Lake  Michigan  and  stretching  ^o  the  far  weat»  th^t  wp  9ad 
embark  in  no  policy  so  well  calculated  to  ensure  her  rapid  gve^wUi. 
and  prosperity  as  that  of  judiciously  prosecuting,  onr  system  4^ 
internal  improvement* 

.  Of  this  branch  to  the  general  system,  ii  will  raqnii^  only  a 
glance  of  the  eye  over  our  slate  map,  to  sec  the  in>portant  fum^-. 
tion  which  it  would  hold  in  our  acale  of  internal  knproven^ont. 
Diverging  from  tl)e  main  roiHeat  a  point  butone-thifd  of  li>0  dia* 
unce  across  the  state  from  Lake  St*  Clair,  and  after  travefsii^* 
the  rich  valleys  of  tho  C^dari  the  Lookioglass  and  Grand  riv^rsi 
terminates  at  the  head  uf  steamboat  navigation  on  the  latter,  (th^, 
largest  river  in  the  staiei,)  and  at  a  point  from  its.  junction  wiUh 
Lake  Michigan  m  a  direct  line,  equaling  one^third  of  the  dislan(99 
across  the  peninaula.  Then  by  constructing  a  canal. only  ahoi^t 
one-lbh*d  of  the  distanes  across  the  statOi  another  channel  of  cohv* 
munication  is  opened  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  through*  A> 

CtioB  of  c<Auitry  where  nature,  in  bestowing  bar  rich  bounties, 
been  lavish  beyond  what  I  hare  met  with  in  anv  Qthnr  ppr- 
tioa  of  the  state ;  and  her  enterprising  population  is  fast  develop-: 
iniF  the  rosources  which  are  destined  to  freight  our  canals,  4H>r 
railroads,  and  our  navigable  rivers.  With  the  proapectand  #n- 
couri^ment  of  being  soon  reached  by  some  navinbje  channel  jof 
eommunieation,  the  hidden  ttt^astuva  will  be  sought  out,  fpd  M^r 
chigan,  instead  of  being  a  sterile  country,  destitute  ot  articles  of- 
tfiittportation  to  make  ner  publw  works  productive,  will  be  (^n4 
rich  in  her  treasures,  and  abundant  to  make  her  public  works  ( wiM^ 
economy  in  their  censtruccioa,)  of  vast  ntility  to  her  citiaai^  affd 
productive  to  her  traasnry. 

This  route  commences  at  the  end  of  the  first  division  on  4he 
main  line,  in  the  valley  of  Shiawassee  river,  about  twomilaa  w^ 
of  Livingston  county  centre,  the  village  of  Howell,  and  gradually 
diwiging  from  the  main  line,  crossing  the  dividing  ridge  betwtea 
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the  Shift wasMe  knd  Oodar  Tftlldyi^  under  favoraUe  efmimttlinoes,' 
a«  wiirbe  iseen  by  the  estimate  of  t*ie  section. 

A  line  was  run  by  the  village  of  Howell  with  a  liew  of  cross- 
ing ihe  Shiawassee  a  short  distance  below  the  present  crossing  of 
the  Grand  river  turnpike,  and  intersectir^  the  Cedar  route  again 
at  the  point  of  crossing  the  Big  noarsh.  But  the  high  ground,  bor- 
dering upon  the  west  oranch  of  the  Shiawassee  river,  was  found 
too  high  for  any^  level  we  could  assume. 

The  valley  m  the  Cedar  is  mostly  very  fiiv6rable  for  canafing. 
At  the  Big  marsh,  a  level  was  taken  with  a  view  to  ascertain  tfe 
practicabiTity  of  crossing  at  that  point  firom  the  valley  of  the  Ce* 
dar  to  that  of  the  V>okinglass.  We  did  not  reach  the  sommitt 
yet  I  have  no  doubt  a  level  could  be  assumed  that  Would  find  it 
an  easy  and  feasible  route. 

A  little  to  the  west  of  the  principal  merkSaH  line,  I  found  the 
country  uneven  and  much  broken,  the  river  crooked,  and  the 
banks  rising  into  high  btiifis  from  fifty  to  eighty  and  ninety  /eet  in 
height,  with  broad  and  deep  valleys  occasionally  interveoing, 
vfttmh  induced  me  to  keep  a  nigh  level  and  carry  die  line  bade 
from  the  riven 

At  the  north  bend  of  the  Cedar,  below  the  junction  of  the  oat- 
let  of  )Pine  lake,  on  section  thirteen,  town  four  north,  of  range 
two  v^est,  I  intersected  a  line  with  the  Cedar  river,  but  on  meaa- 
dering  the  stream  below  this  point,  we  found  it  i^ery  crooked  and 
in  some  places  shallow.  I  also  continued  the  line  across  toGrand 
liver,  intersecting  at  the  month  of  Alcott^  creekf  on  section  nine. 
The  last  mile  and  a  half  on  this  line  is  objecticffiable,  bom  the  enn- 
banking  it  would  require  across  a  wide  swamp  and  the  deep  cut 
through  the  high  ground  bordering  upon  the  'Oast  bank  of  Grand 
river. 

This  could,  however,  be  mostly  avoided  by  qhaagn^  the  route 
to  the  south  and  intersecting  Grand  river  near  the  Junction  of  tto 
Cedar.  The  objection  to  intersecting  with  Grrand  rivei*  at  this 
point  and  making  it  the  point  of  termination  fbr  the  camil  route, 
isi  thM  the  river  is  extremely  erookeJ  below  and  not  navigable 
ebrpept  in  high  water,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Lookroglass,  or  Ly* 
oQS^  at  fhe  mouth  of  the  Maple.  The  comitry  from  this  point  to 
the  junction  of  the  Lookinglass  with  Grand  river,  lying  between 
the  two  rivers,  is  ipostly  high  and  rolling*  interepened  with  low 
valleys,  swamps  and  marshes,  which  would  be  difficult  to  over- 
oome  without  great  expense  in  the  building  h  canal  and  making* 
a  line  so  crookpd  (hat  it  would  be  a  serious'  ^Aijection  to  tta 
rtJWie* 

Pirom  these  considerations,  after  traversing  the  countryy  I  was 
induced  to  examine  a  route  from  the  vallevof  Ihe  Codar,  by  way 
df  Pine  lake  and  Prairie  creek,  to  the  valley  of  the  Lookingiass 
river,  which  resulted  favorably,  and  is  the  route  on  which  I  have 
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bused  my  estimates.  I^om  the  mouth  of  Prairie  creek  an  exa^ 
mination  was  made  with  a  view  to  intersect  some  of  the  south 
branches  of  Stoney  creek  and  get  a  line  as  direct  as  practicable, 
to  the  moath  of  Maple  rirer.  But  the  country  being  too  high, 
rising  eighty  feet  above  the  level,'  it  determined  my  course  doMm 
the  valley  of  the  Lookmglass.  I  made  another  examination  to 
iBach  the  valley  of  Stoney  creek  between  Scott's  and  Waterloo, 
up  the  valley  of  Marvin's  brook>  but  found  the  country  again  too 
much  etevated  for  the  level, 

A  third  examraation  was  made  opposite  to  the  village  of  Wa- 
terloo and  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Stoney  creek,  on  the  summit, 
was  intersected  with  soilabie  cutting  for  our  level ;  but  its  course 
lay  in  a  northeast  direction  and  at  right  angles  with  the  one  I  was 
desirous  of  pursuing,  which  again  induced  me  to  return  to  the 
valley  of  Lookinglass.  It  was  not  from  any  obstructions  met 
with  in  the  valley  of  the*  Lookinglass  that  iaduced  me  so  often  to 
make  an  eflbrt  to  reach  the  valley  of  Stoney  creek ;  my  object 
liras-to  get,  if  possible,  as  good  k  line  and  shorter  distance.  Be- 
low the  village  of  Waterlw,  we  foutid  the  country  some  broken, 
and  five  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lookinglass,  we  encountered 
high  bluff  banJwbn  the  river,  rfiing  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
feet  above  the  bed  of  the  stream.  After  much  examination,  we 
diseavered  a  favorable  route  through  a  nat^iral  ravine,  passing 
from  the  low  ground  on  th«  east,  through  the  high  ridge,  and  con- 
necting the  valley  of  a  brook  on  the  west.  A&er  crossing  the 
brook  we  met  with  another  bold  ridge,  the  summit  of  which  rises 
thirty  feet  above  the  level.  This  ridge  is  narrow,  and  no  break 
or  ravine  was  found  through  it.  From  the  west  side  of  this  ridge 
a  Kiie  was  run  down  the  valley  of  the  Lookinglass  to  its  junction 
with  Grand  river,  and  was  found  to  be  a  cheap  and  feasible  route. 
From  this  point,  a-  feasiUo  route,  I  think,  might  be  located  down 
the  valley  of  Grand  river,  and  obviate  much  of  the  expense  of 
the  deep  cut  in  crossing  from  the  Lookinglass  to  the  head  waters 
of '(}opse  creek  ;  the  same  objections,  in  a  measure,  may  be  urged 
against  terminating  the  canal  at  this  point,  that  were  made  to  in^ 
tersecting^  near  the  mouth  of  the  Cedar,  though  the  river  is  less  seiw 

Cntine  in  its  course  below  than  abotre,  the  depth  of  water  on  the 
rs  varying  some  from  that  above,  but  is  not  of  sufficient  depth 
to  adroit' the  passage  of  loaded  boats  that  would  be  used  on  the 
eaaal. 

From  the  nrK>uth  of  the  Lookinglass  a  level  Was  run  up  the 
talley  of  a  brook  on  the  west  Side  of  Grand  river,  to  ascertain  the 
practicability  of  a  route  directly  across  to  Ionia ;  but  the  summit 
was  found  from  ^xty  to  seventy  feet^bove  the  level  with  which 
wse  could  cross  Grand  river,  which  rendered  this  route  impracti* 
cable. 

The  route  estimated  diverges  bom  the  one  continued  down  the 
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vulley,  of  the  Lookhiglass,  «fter  'croteii^  the  ridlge  of  deep  oil^ 
tiog,  and  bears  to  the  right,  and  in  consequeaoe  of  taking  up  a 
lock  to  favor  the  deep  cut  across  the  summit,  a  heavy  embank-' 
ment  is  incurred  on  the  two  first  sections  after  the  divergii^  point ; 
but  this  could  be  obviated  by  varying  the  line  to  the  r^t*  The 
estimates  are  based  upon  the  line  ae  run*  The  deep  cut  acroas 
the  summit,  I  think,  could  not  be  lessened  matertHlly,  eseepC  by 
crossing  it  with  a  higher  level,  which,  I  think,  is  practicabie«  Ti» 
deep  cutting  extends  one  mile  and  sixty-six  chains,  and  is  from 
ten  to  twenty >six  feet  deep.  After  crossing  the  summit  the  route 
is  located  down  the  valley  of  Goose  creek  to  its  junction  with 
Grand  river,  then  down  the  valley  of  Grand  river  to  the  villi^ 
of  Lyons.  Here  I  again  intersected  that  river,  at  a  point  etaimed 
to  be  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation.  I  was  imormed  thai 
boats  carrying  from  ten  to  fifteen  tons,  have  already  ascended  to 
this  point,  but  from  the  statements  of  respectable  men,  that  io 
bw  sta^  of  water  there  were  bars  ia  the  river  between  Lyooe 
and  Ionia,  on  which  the  water  was  less  than  two  feet  deep^  J 
thought  proper  to  cross  the  river  at  Lyons,  and  extend  the  sur- 
vev  to  a  point  on  the  river  Opposite  the  village  of  Ionia,  where  % 
sale  and  easy  connection  with  the  river  can  be  had. 

.  This  route,  in  connection  with  the  eastern  division  of  the  mam 
line  when  constructed,  will  open  a  more  direct  commuoicatioB  Io 
market,  for  as  rich  and  a  greater  extent  of  ternary,  than  any 
other  contemplated  work,  of  the  same  distance,  in  the  slate ;  and 
over  no  portion  ot*  the  state  of  the  same  extent  is  there  to  be  met 
with  any  thing  in^  proportion  to  the  amount  of  walar  power  that 
eaa  be  improved  upon  this  route. 

Abundance  of  good  stone  and  sand  are  met  with  im  the  victoity 
of  this  route,  suitable  for  the  construction  of  locks,  aqueducts,  and 
eulv^rts.  On  Grand  river,  the  nruMt  of  these  materials  were 
found.  Indications  of  ledges  were  observed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Looktnglass.  One  quarry  had  been  opened  and  stone  for  building 
purposes  had  been  takcn^  out.  The  appearance  of  the  quarry, 
however,  was  not  very  favorable.  Others  were  examined  which 
had  not  been  broken  into,  but  none  of  these  indicated  as  good  a 
quality  of  stone  as  those  examined  on  Grand  river,  at  the  saiid^ 
stone  ledge,  and  a  few  miles  below.  Coal  was  fbeod  of  good 
qualKy  at  the  sandstone  ledge,  froan  one  to  four  feet  thick;  new 
ther  lime  nor  hydraulic  cement  were  discovered  on  this  route,  ex* 
cept  in  detached  surface  specimens.  Appearances  of  iron  were 
iniiquently  notksed,  but  not  sufficient,  however,  to  induce  the  belief 
that  it  existed  to  any  considerable  extent. 

The  amount. of  lockage  upon  this  route,  is  two  huiMliied  and 
seventy^six  feet.  The  locks  are  favorably  located  at  diftreot 
points  along  the  line.  The  descent  from  the  starting  point  oo  the 
meio  line  to  the  Cedar  riven  tit  the  <7oU  'spring,  tmd  down  the 
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CMir mud fifand  rmm  iaat  folloivsc  from  the  ttarlbg  point  on 
liie  main  Ibe,  to  CqIcI  spring,  near  the  junotion  of  the  Big  marsh«  ii 
forty  feet ;  from  Cold  spring  to  the  north  bend  of  the  Cedar,  it 
tbirty«*nine  feet,  and  the  distance  by  the  river,  is  twenty *nine 
tniies  and  fife  chains ;  irom  the  north  bend  to  the  mouth  of  Al* 
oott's  creek,  on  Grand  river,  the  descent  is  sevenleen  feet,  and  the 
4iirtance  Is  seven  miles  and  thirty-two  chains,  and  is  one  mile  and 
thirtV'six  chains  below  the  junction  of  the  Cedar  and  Grand  riversi 

Tile  C^r  is  a  pleasant  stream  of  limpid  water,  varying  from 
thirty  to  one  hundred  feet  in  width,  generally  shallow,  and  often 
obstructed  by  fallen  trees  and  drift  wood.  Its  tributaries  are 
many  of  them  fine  spring  brooks,  suitable  for  drivira  machinery 
and  milling. purposes.  The  descent  in  Grand  river  from  the  first 
iotersectiott  at  the  mouth  of  Alcott'a  creek  below  the  junction  of 
the  Cedar  to  the  mouth  of  the  Lookinglass,  is  one  hundred  and 
five  feet,  and  the  distance  by  (he  river  is  thirty-nine  miles  and 
seventy-five  chains.  From  the  junction  of  the  Lookinglass  to 
Lyons,  the  descent  is  sixty  feet,  and  the  distance  by  the  river  is 
tevctileen  miles  and  forty-nme  chains ;  from  Lyons  to  Ionia  by 
the  river,  is  seven  miles  and  two  chains,  and  the  descent  seven 
ibet 

Between  the  junctbn  of  the  Cedar  and  the  mouth  of  the  hock* 
ii^lass,  In  passing  down  Grand  river,  twenty-seven  bdrs  were 
fopnd,  on  which  the  water  was  less  than  two  feet  deep.  Seven- 
teen of  these  were  less  than  a  foot  and  a  half,  dnd  nine  of  them 
not  exceeding  one  foot.  Between  the  mouth  of  the  Lookinglass 
tnd  Lyons,  were  found  thirteen  bars,  on  which  the  water  was 
(ess  than  two  aind  a  half  feet  deep,  seven  of  which  were  less  than 
two  feet,  and  four  not  exceeding  one  foot  and  a  half.  These  exatn- 
Inations  were  made  during  the  last  part  of  October,  and  the  first  oT 
November :  from  Lyons  to  Ionia,  the  soundings  were  not  taken 
until  heavy  rains  had  swollen  the  river,  and  no  less  than  five  feet 
of  water  was  found*  Grand  river,  though  in  many  places  shal- 
low, is  a  broad  and  majestic  stream,  and  varies  between  low  and 
lagh  water,  from  teo  to  twelve  feet,  laying  under  water  in  flood 
timet  most  of  its  rich  bottom  lands.  The  many  islands,  the 
eroobednets  of  the  stream,  and  its  uncontrollable  floods,  will  dver 
present  a  barrier  against  improving  the  bed  of  the  river  above 
Lyons,  or  the  month  of  the  Lookinglass ;  as  )t  couM  only  be  done  . 
(to  answer  the  increasing  demands  of  the  country,)  by  slack  wa^ 
ter  navigation,  and  this  would  require  too  many  dmDs  ever  to  iiv 
gur^  a  safe  and  certain  navigation  on  a  stream  of  the  character  of 
Grand  river. 

The  estimates  upon  this  route,  are  based  upon  the  samedimen^ 
«ions  of  canal  as  those  upon  the  main  line,  viz :  8t.5  feet  width 
ofbottcmi;  fifty  feet  at  top. water  line,  and  five  deep;  slope  of 
banks  one  and  three-fourths  base  to  one  foot  rise. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Mi  HOtTSR  INXJVHBltTB. 

'  Berm  tai  towing-pttfar  baolHr  at^eight  aod  tan  ^feot  wUe  06 
the  top.  The  locks  and  bricks  are  me  same  as  00  the  man 
line.  The  route  is  divided  into  aectioos  of  one  mile  and  one  chaia 
each,  and  each  section  has  a  general  description  of  the  country 
oter  which  it  passes ;  the  character  of  the  timber  and  quality  of 
the  soil;  the  number  of  cubic  yards  of  excavation  and  embank* 
ment ;  grubbinsr  and  clearing,  locks,  aqueducts,  culverlSt  drainst 
juid  bridges,  with  tabular  sheets  annexed  to  the  report,  compria- 
iog  at  one  view,  the  estimates  and  cost  of  the  di&rsnt  aectioos ; 
also,  the  estimates  of  the  routes  that  diverge  from  this  line  to  their 
intersection  with  Grand  river.  The  Cedar,  the  Lookinglass,  and 
Grand  rivers,  were  all  meandered  from  where  they  were  inter* 
sected  to  the  termination  of  the  line  al  Ionia,  which  will  show 
their  position  to  the  line  on  the  maps.  The  estimates  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Section  73, 
Contains  81  chains,  and  is  located  on  the  main  route  for  the  firat 
forty  chains,  on  the  brow  of  a  ridge  bordering  on  a  tamarack 
parsh.  The  residue  crosses  an  arm  of  the  marsh,  which  is  from 
five  to  six  feet  below  the  level,  then  over  a  ridge  of  four  chains  in 
distance^  and  from  eleven  to  fourteen  feet  cutting.  The  re»due 
p(  the  section  has  suitable  cutting  through  mami  and  openings, 
and  terminates  in  open  marsh,  twenty-five  chains  west  of  road 
leading  from  Howell  to  Jackson.  Timber,  oak  and  tamarack; 
soil,  muck  and  sandy  loam  ;  and  has 

22,942  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cents  per  yd,  t2,753  04 
43,136  «*  **  embankment,  at  12  cts.  per  yd,  5,176  32 
Grubbing  and  clearing,  S90  00 . 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

One  drain,  62  00 


$9,081  36 
Section  74, 
Contains  81  chains;  has  a  |;ood  k)cation  and  auilaUe  cuttiii^ 
crossing  nmrshes  and  plains  intersectitig  the  section  line  between 
sections  32  and  33,  at  the  forty-eighth  chain,  and  terminati^  in  a 
marsh  near  a  tamarack  swamp.  On  this  aectioo,  is  prop<wed  a 
lock  of  six  feet  The  soil  is  muck  and  sandy  loam ;  timber,  oak 
on  the  plains ;  it  has 

^,623  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  12  cts  per  yard,     93,674  76 
160    *"        "     embankment*  at  10        do  16  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  325  00 

X)De  lock  6  feet  lift,  at  $1,381  33,  per  foot  Kft^  8,288  00 

On&  lock-house,  450  00 


Carrried  forward. 
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Broogbtibrwardt  f 

Ooe  frrm  brMge,  4S4  00 

$18077  76 

Sectitmllh 

Contains  81  chains ;  passes  through  a  marsh  and  tamarack  swamp^ 
and  has  from  four  to  five  feet  cutting ;  a  few  chains  to  the  right, 
is  dry  land,  rising  into  gradual  swelb.  The  timber  on  this  sec* 
tion  is  mostly  tamarack ;  soil  is  muck  and  wet ;  it  has 
40,128  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  14  cts  per  yd  #5,1517  9S 
Grabbing  and  clearing,  540  00 

•0,157  93 

flfi0CClOfl  7D, 

Contains  81  chains ;  the  first  forty  chains  are  located  on  the  bor« 
der  of  a  marsh  in  timbered  land,  the  residue  mostly  through  open 
marsh,  and  terminates  in  marsh  meadow  bordennff  upon  hard 
land,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Cedar  river.  Timber,  elm,  ash» 
hickory,  white  and  yellow  oak.  On  this  section  th6  Cedar  river 
could  be  used  as  a  feeder  with  little  ezpenie ;  soil  is  muck  and 
sandy  loam. 

27,231  cubic  yda  of  excavation,  at  13  eta.  per  vd  03,540  OS 
12,071        ""  embankineni,at  lOcts.    do  1,207  10 

Grubtung  and  clearing,  887  00 

05,184  18 

Section  77, 

Contains  81  chains ;  this  section  passes  mostly  throuffh  swamp 
and  marsh,  and  has  suitable  cutting  fpr  the  banks,  and  is  in  the 
valley  of  the  Cedar ;  swamp  is  timbered  with  elm,  ash  and  basih 
wood ;  soil,  muck  and  loam.  It  will  require 
2Qr761  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  11  cts.  per  yd  •2;288  71 
4,652        **  embankment,  at  10  cts.  per  do  405  20 

Grubbing  and  clearings  420  00 

One  farm  bridge^  424  00 

•8i502  91 

Section  78, 

Contains  81  chains,  and  has  an  even  surface  Ihtelvpersed  with 
marsh,  swamp,  and  timbered  land,  is  in  the  valley  of  the  Cedar ; 
soil,  muck  and  clay  loam ;  has  suitable  cuttings  and  will  require 
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27,841  cubit  yds.  of  excavatioD,  at  1 1  ctt  per  yd,       ft^0e2  51 
Orubbtng  and  cleariDg,  4S2  00 

fa,494  51 

Section  79, 
Cootaioi  81  chains ;  passses  over  some  marsh  and  oak  openiiiga» 
and  crosses  the  Grand  river  road,  near  John  M.  Fowler's  houoQ, 
and  terminates  five  chains  west  of  Cole  brook»  which  will  require 
a  culvert  of  six  feet  span  of  arch  to  pass  its  waters.  This  section 
hfs  a  good  Ioci^tioi;i;,t^e  soil  is  naucK  and  clay  loam.  It  will  lo- 
quire 

35,939  cubic  yds  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yd.        $4,312  68 
.5,368  "*  embankment,  at  10  cts  per  yd.         536  80 

One  culvert  of  6  feet  chord,  230  perches,  at  $4  50 

per  perch,  .  1,035  00 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing, '        "  2:^5 "  W 

;       *  #6,839  48 

SectionSO, 

Contains  81  chains,  and  is  located  over  ground  gently  incIiniDg  to 
the  south,  of  a  sandy  loam  and  gravelly  soil.    This  section  pass- 
es through  oak  opebings  near  Indian  camp*     It  has 
J9,789  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  11  cents  per  yd.    93,276  79 
10,830  **  embankment,  at  10  cts  per  yd.      1,038  00 

One  culvert  6  feet  chord,  236  perches,  at  94  50,  1,062  00 

Crrubbtng  and  clearing*  414  00 

One  &rm  bridge,  424  00 

•6^58  79 

Section  81^ 

Contains  81  chains ;  surface,  undulating  and  some  broken  by  im- 

vines.     It  passes  through  oak  openings,  and  terminates  in  edge 

of  mar^  ;  soil  is  sandy  loam,  gravel  and  mucL    On  this  seetioa 

is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock  of  8  feet     It  has 

17,691  cubic  yards  of  excavationi  at  12  cts  per  yd. 

27,682  "  embankment,  at  14  cts  per  yd. 

One  lock  8  feet  lift,  at  $1,170  per  foot  Hit, 

One  lock-house. 

One  drain, 

Grubbing:  and  clearing, 

One  farm  bridge, 


•3,122  03 

3.875  48 

9,360  00 

450  00 

62  00 

4S8  00 

424  00 

•16,752  40 
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SedimS2, 
CoQtaips  81  cbakis.  The  first  27  chains  past  throu^  a  oMnhf 
aod  tamarack  swamp,  the  surface  of  whien  is  from  one  to  two 
feet  below  the  level,  and  will  require  two  banks;  the  residue  is 
through  timbered  land ;  timber,  white  and  yellow  oak,  beech*  mar 
pie,  eiRi,  cherry  and  basswood ;  soil,  a  rich  sand  and  gravelly 
loam.  .  It  has 

90,783  cubic  yds  of  excavation,  at  12  cts  per  yard,      $3,699  96. 
28,563  "  embankment,  at  15  cts^  4,284  45 

One  drain,  62  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  570  00 

98,610  41 

&c/ton83, 

Contains  81  chains ;  it  crosses  over  low  ground  for  the  first  half 
of  the  section,  and  crosses  the  big  marsh  near  the  Grand  river 
road.  .  This  marsh  lies  from  two  to  six  feet  below  the  level,  and 
from  levels  taken  up  the  marsh,  it  is  possible  a  feasible  route 
might  be  obtained  across  the  valley  of  the  Lookinglass  river. 
Tte  last  half  of  the  section  is  located  on  the  side  of  a  ridge  bor^ 
dering  upon  the  Cedar  river,  and  terminates  near  Cold  spring, 
i^inst  an  Indian  camping  ground.  The  first  half  ^f  this  section 
is  on  heavy  timbered  land,  and  the  last  half  is  in  openings ;  soil, 
muck^  sandy  bam,  gravel  and  stone  ;  it  has 
22,242  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cts  per  yard,  $2,669  04 
50,800  •*  embankment,  13,  6^604  00 

One  culvert  of  6  feet  chord,  U36  porobes,  at  $4  50,*        l,0«d  00 
Ohe  road  bridge,  700  OA 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  498  00 

$11,533  04 

Section  84,  ; .  ,   , 

Contains  81  chains ;  has  an.  even  suriace,  ^nily  indiniog  to  ttm 
south,  and  mostly  through  openings,  leaving  the  river  baok'Aft^ 
the  first  twenty  chains.  &e)tl>  sandy  loam  and  ^ravai;  it  biift 
86,807  eubie  yards  of  eipoa vation,  at  12  cts  per  yd*  ^MIO  M 
t^t95  *'  embankment,  at  12  cts. 

One  lock  of  8  feet  lift,  at  $1,170  per  foot  lift. 
One  road  bridge, 
Grubbing  and  clearing. 
One. lock  house, 


MS,  4a 

9,860  oa 

7WW 

684  W 

400  00 

•16^16  34 
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i85, 

OmMmds  81  dHiinfl ;  has  an  even  soHkoe,  and  from  two  lo  four 
and  a  half  feet  cuttii^;  ia  interspersed  with  swamps,  marshes  and 
timbered  lands.  Tl^  soil  is  sandy  and  clay  loam.  Has 
29,802  cubic  yds  of  excavation,  at  12  cts  per  yd. 

1,005  "*  embankment,  at  12  cts. 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 
Chie  farm  bridge. 


$8,576  94 
120  00 
711  OO 
434  00 

•4^1  84 

Has 

$5,020  21 
189  02 
986  00 

SecHcnSe, 
CoDtaipi  81  chains,  and  is  similar  to  the  last  section. 
88,617  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  13  cts  per  yd* 

1,454         «*  en)bankmentt  it  13  cts. 

Ornbbiag  and  obsaripg, 

•6,145  23 

Section  87, 
CiMitamt  81  chains ;  crosses  over  rising  ground,  and  has  from  two 
to  sixteen  feet  cutting,  and  terminates  on  the  brow  of  the  rid^ 
on  the  east  side  of  the  valley  of  Camp  creek.  This  section 
passes  through  heavy  timbered  land;  timber  is  beecb*  maple, 
elm,  basswo<xi  and  ash ;  soil,  sandy  and  clay  loaotu  It  will  re- 
cnihre 

110/178  oubic  yds  of  excaratioB,  at  14  cts  per  yd*      915,494  M 

5,010         "*  einbafikiiien(,at  12  ots.  601  20 

Ckl^bbii^  and  clearing,  212  17 

$17,008  12 

SecHonSS, 

Contains  81  ohains.  This  section  crosses  Camp  creek  at  the 
twkSDty<^first  diain^  it  then  eontmnes  in  the  valley  of  said  oveek  on 
the  west  side  for  twenty  ohains;  then  beavs  a  inore  weeterJy  di* 
leetion  over  a  gently  inclined  sorfaoe  to  the  aouth,  and  t#nmMlMi 
in  a  btaek  ash  swampi  in  eight  feet  cutting.  This  seetkMi  is 
aM>stly  through  heavy  timber  of  the  oomnon  forest  trees.  Tbe 
iDii  is  sandy  loam  and  muck.    It  has 

t>n24S  cubic  vds  of  excavation,  at  18  cts  per  yaid»  tM^I  ^ 
Chfobbing  and  clearing,  661  60 

Okie  fcim  bridge,  4M  60 

610286  46 
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Cookiinfl  61  ohaint ;  if  heavy  timbered  for  the  first  sixty^fbuf 

chains,  and  surface  inclining  to  the  south  and  west ;  it  then  ores* 
ses  the  valley  of  a  small  hrook  which  will  require  a  culvert  and 
an  embankment  from  six  to  eight  feet  for  a  distance  of  fifteen 
chains,  and  terminates  on  the  west  bank  of  the  brook  in  ten  and  a 
half  feet  cutting.  This  section  passes^  through  an  Indian  sugar 
encampment;  timber,  mostly  maplo $  soil,  samiy  loam  and  gra- 
vel,    it  will  require 

88,948  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  18  cts  per  yard,  (5,068  59 
51,446  '*  embankment,  at  14  cents,  7,202  44 

One  culvert  of  8  feet  chord,  567  perches,  at  94  50  per 

perch,  2,551  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  728  00 

915,589  58 
SectkmdO, 
Contains  81  chains ;  bears  a  more  southerly  course,  and  crosset 
Grand  river  road  at  the  forty-seventh  chain,  th^n  curves  to  the 
wisstand  terminates  on  the  bank  of  the  Cedar  river.  Timber  is 
beech,  mapie,  basswood,  oak  and  elm ;  soil,  sandy  loam  and  gra- 
vel.  The  first  twenty-one  chains  has  from  six  to  fifteen  feet  cut- 
ting, the  residue  of  the  section  has  suitable  cutting,  the  surface  Ia- 
clining  to  the  south.     It  has 

47^)5  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  13  cts  per  yard,.  96,n5  6^ 

8,826  ""  embankment,  at  13  cents,  ,  1,147  38 

One  road  bridge,  at  9700,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  889  00 

#8,912  08 
Section  01, 
Contains '81  chains;  is  located  near  the  bank  of  the  Cedar,  ai^ 
l^t  the  fifty-fourth  chain  orotses  the  valley  of  Stoney  creek,  which 
wiH  require  a  culvert  of  ten  feet  span  of  arch,  aad  an  einbank* 
ment  for  nine  chains,  from  three  to  fourteen  feet.  On  thissection 
it  ii  proposed  to  drop  two  kicks  of  ^ight  feet  each.  Timber  as 
last  describtd ;  soil,  sandy  loam  and  gravel,  apd  wiU  require 
86,216  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  al  18  eta  per  yard,  #8,408  OB 
06,708  cub.  yds.  of  embankment,  at  18  cts.  •  8,483  74 

Two  locks  of  8  feet  lift  each,  at  #1,176  per  fool  lift^  18,720  90 
Oae  lock  house,  450  00 

One  culvert  of  ten  feet  span,  468  perches,  at  #4  60  par  « 

feecht  2,106  00 

QraiUMiv^tMl  clearing,  648  00 

#28,815  82 
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Contafais  81  chafn*.  It  has  a  good  location,  and  croMs  the  val- 
leys of  two  small  btooks  which  will  require  but  one  culvert ;  con- 
tinues near  the  Cedar.  Timber  is  beech,  maple  and  oak ;  soil, 
sandy  loam  and  gravel.  On  this  section  it  is  proposed  to  drop 
one  lock  of  8  feet.     It  has 

28,525  cubic  yds.  of  excavation^  at  13  dts  per  yd.  tStTOS  S5 
14,767         "  embankment,  at  18  cts.  "  1,918  67 

1  lock  of  8  feet  lift  at  1 1,170  per  foot  lift,  9,860  00 

1  culvert  of  6  ft.  chord,  286  perches^  at  #4  50  per  perch  1,062  00 
1  lock  house,  450  00 

1  road  bridge,  700  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing,                                                     750  00 

•17,948  92 

Section  m^ 

Contains  81  chains ;  continues  on  a  fine  table  land  above  the  Ce- 
dar and  Indian  improvements  and  camping  grounds,  and  termi- 
nates on  the  east  bank  of  Eaton  creek.  Timber,  beech,  maple, 
white  oak  and  basswood ;  soil,  sandy  loaib  and  gravel,  and  has 
47,018  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  18  cts.  per  yard,  t6,112  84 
11,845  '^  embankment,  at  13  cts.    *"  1,539  85 

2  culverts,  3  feet  chord,  each  250,  at  $4  60  per  perch,  1,125  00 
1  road  bridge,  700  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing,  651  00 

•10,128  19 

Section  94, 

Contains  81  chains.  This  section  crosses  Eaton  creek,  which 
will  require  a  culvert  of  six  feet  span,  and  a  short  embankment ; 
it  then  crosses  a  ridge  a  distance  of  9  chains,  from  six  to  thirteen 
feet  cutting ;  the  residue  has  suitable  cutting  and  good  location 
toear  the  bank'  of  the  Cedar,  and  terminates  in  the  Grand  river 
road.  Timber  is  white  bak,  beech,  maple,  basswood,  white  ash 
and  elmr;  soil,  sandy  loam,  clajr  loam  and  gravel,  and  has 
42,620  cubic  yairds  of  excavation,  at  12  cents  per  yard,  $5,114  40 
4,540  '''  embankment,  at  12  cts.    "*  444  80 

One  culvert  of  6  feet  chord,  286  perches,  at  94  50  per 

perch,  1,062  00 

Grubbing  «nddeairing,  ^598  00 

17,249  » 
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Contains  81  chains ;  is  mostly  located  on  the  brow  of  the  second 
table  land  above  the  Cedar*  passing  through  an  Indian  burring 
ground  on  the  bnnk  of  the  river  at  the  thirtieth  chain.  It  Ims  & 
flfood  location,  and  terminates  on  sloping  gi'ound  above  the  river 
bank.  Tihiber  is  beech,  maple,  oak  and  tmsswood ;  soil,  sandy 
loam  and  gravel.    It  has 

17,715  cubic  yanis  of  excavationt  at  12  cents  per  jrard,  f2,125  M 
17,687  ''  embankment,  at  13  cts.    «•  2,292  81 

One  enbert  of  ^  feet  chord,  496  perches,  at  $4  50^  2^82  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing,  '^  720  00 

One  farm  bridge,  424  00 

•7,794  61 
Section  96, 

Contains  81  chains ;  the  first  thirty  of  which  are  on  the  bank  of 
the  Cedar,  and  would  require  some  extra  excavation  in  setting 
the  canal  into  the  bank  to  secure  the  outer  slope  from  the  wash  ot 
the  river..  It  crosses  a  small  brook  n^ar  the  corners  of  sections 
20,  21, 28  and  29.  The  r^idue  of  the  section  leaves  the  river  and 
passes  over  ground  gently  inclining  to  the  south ;  has  suitable 
cutting  is  heavily  timbered,  and  terminates  in  Grand  river  road ; 
soil,,  sandy  loam  and  gravel  Will  require 
40»191  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cents  per  yard,'*4,222  92 
2,400  *'         embankment,  at  12  cts«    "*  288  00 

One  culvert  of  4  feet  chordi  125  perches,  at  04  50  per 

perch,  562  50 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  840  00 

•7,213  42 

Section  97, 

Contains  81  chains ;  crosses  Beech  creek  near  the  same  point 
with  Grand  river  road,  and  some  fifty  or  sixty  rods  north  of  the 
Indian  council  house,  which  is  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  -This 
section  has  a  good  location,  mostly  through  oak  openings :  soil  is 
sandy  loam  and  gravel.    It  has 

23,996  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cents  per  yard,  02,879  52 
13,«90  •«  embankment,  at  13  cts    "  1,779  70 

One  culvert,  6  feet  span,  592  perches,  at  04  50  per 

perch,  2,664  00 

Gkubbing  and  clearing,  723  00 

08,046  ^ 
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Cootaioi  81  cbaioii    Tbe  fim  Ihirty-tjz  c|iaiiw  puns  ovar  rUog 
grouod  aod.bai  from  eight  to  sixteen  feet  cutting ;  it  then  crostes 
H  tainaraclc  swamp  which  is  21  diains  in  width,  and  a  saaall 
ftraam  runs  through  it    Tbe  residue  of  the  section  crosses  bigh 
ijaiKl  which  will  require  from  sixteen  to  twenty  and  a  half  ieet 
cutting.    Much  of  this  deep  cutting  is  marsh  ;  the  soil  is  mock* 
•mdy  loam  and  gravels    I  was  induced  to  adopt  this  route  to 
a-iroid  a  circuitous  one  on  tbe  met  and  tbe  high  biufis,  and  lilt 
bnMid  and  deep  Talleys  which  are  there  met  with.    This  aeetioD 
crosses  the  Indian  trail  lading  from  the  viUag^t  on  tbe  river*  Id 
Shiawassee.    The  timber  is  a  variety  of  the  commoo  forest  trees, 
il  will  require 

H6|623  cubic  vds.of  excavation,  at  18  cents  per  yard*  #39,438  14 

4380  •«         embanltment»  at  10  cents    <^  488  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  850  00 

<M  road  bridge,  700  00 

•36,466  14 

Contains  81  chahis,  and  has  from  eighteen  to  twenty  feet  cnttiog 
for  the  first  twelve  chains,  at  which  distance  it  crosses  the  Grand 
river  road.  The  residue  of  the  section  passes  mostly  through 
9wamp  and  marsh,  and  has  suitable  cutting.  lie  timber  is  oaa, 
tamarack  and  poplar ;  soil  is  muck,  sandy  loam  and  gravel ;  and 
bas 

65,262  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cts.  ^r  yard,  #9,780  80 

3,570  ^  embankment,  at  12  cts.    "^  428  40 

6ne  road  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  552  00 

911,469  70 
Section  100, 
Contains  81  chains.  The  first  twelve  will  require  from  nine  to 
fourteen  feet  cutting ;  the  next  twenty-four  chains  has  suitable 
cutting.  It  then  crosses  tbe  valley  of  Purdy*s  creek,  which  liea 
sixteen  feet  below  the  level,  and  will  require  ^  culvert  of  twelve 
feet  span  of  arch.  Her^  the  embankment  will  be  from  one  to 
sixteen  feet,  a  distance  of  nine  chains.  It  then  bas  suitable  cut- 
ting to  the  end  of  the  section,  which  terminates  in  low  ground 
two  feet  below  the  level.  Timber  is  mostly  oak ;  soil,  sandy 
loam  and  gravel.  It  will  require 
8,785  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cents  per  yard,  #1,054  20 
54,979  "  embankment,  at  15  cts.    •*        8,246  85 


Carried  forward. 
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Broa^t  forwards  • 

Oae cidfeit  of  I2itet chord, dTaperohet, at  94  M^     8,016  00 
Grubbing  and  cleiriog,  760  00 

■I  II I 

•18,066  06 

Section  IQh 
CSootakid  81  dhahis ;  has  a  broken  sarfboe,  interaeoied  by  ridgaa 
and  marshes,  and  terminates  on  the  west  side  and  near  the  shore 
of  Pbie  lake*    Timber  is  white  and  yeHow  oak ;  soil  is  aamlf 
loam  and  ^avel    It  will  require 

17,888  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  11  eta.  per  yard>  81^7  18 
89,481        *"  embankment,  at  13  cts.    "^  8,606  08 

Grobbfog  and  clearing,  720  00 

Onelann  bridge,  424  00 

8618O8  18 

SeaUm  102, 
Contains  81  chains.  This  section  has  a  ffood  location  and  sutta'^ 
ble  cutting,  excepting  crossing  the  vaRey  o?  the  ontlet  of  Pine  lake 
and  a  narrow  ridge  near  tl^  end  of  the  section,  which  wHi  re« 
quire  a  cut  from  seven  to  fifteen  feet  for  seven  chahis.  The  sur* 
iace  of  the  water  in  the  outlet  of  Pine  lake,  is  four  and  a  half  feet 
below  the  level,  and  will  require  a  culvert  of  six  feet  span  of  arch. 
Ob  this  section,  it  is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock  of  six  feet.  The 
[ast  half  of  this  section  is  bordering  upon  a  laj^  marsh  on  the 
right,  through  which  discharge  the  waters  of  Pine  lake ;  on  the 
left  is  high  rolling  land ;  tim^r,  oak ;  soil,  sandy  loam  and  gravel. 
It  has 

33,445  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  13  cents  per  yard,  84,347  85 
12,020  „  embankment,  at  12  cts.    «*  1,442  40 

One  lock  of  6  feet  lift,  at  81,381  33  per  foot  lift,  8,288  00 

One  culvert  of  6  feet  chord,  230  perches,  at  84  50,        1,085  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing,  702  00 

One  lock-house,  450  00 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

816,965  25 

Section  103, 
Contains  81  chains ;  has  a  good  location  with  suitable  cuttii^ 
most  of  the  distance  over  a  slightly  undulating  surface  through 
Oik  openings,  and  terpiinates  in  the  ravine  or  gap  which  severs 
the  dividing  ridge  between  the  tributaries  of  the  Cedar  and  those 
9t  the  I^ooainglass.    This  gap  is  of  sufficient  width  for  construct<- 

106 
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log  a  canal  with  a  shortcut  of  sixteen  feet  oa  th^ammit,  and  oo 
^her  aide  a  ii$iwaGe  of.thilrty  chates^  tbd  ridge  rises  firooi  tlmty 
to  seventy  feet  in  height  This  ridge  extemls  for  miles  to  the 
north  and  south,  aiid  no  other  favorable  point  was  found  for  pass- 
ing it  After  hours  of  research  alone  this  lofty  barrier,  I  rould 
not  but  feel  on  coming  to  this  spot,  that  nature,  in  some  of  her 
frolicksome  moods,  had  formed  the  project,  after  which  we  were 
in  pursuit  The  soil  of  this  sectiw  is  saodyloaoa,  gravel  and 
muck ;  it  will  require 

4<M38  cub«  yards  of  eicavation»at  12  cts  per  yard,    #5^536  56 

6,703        ''  embankmentt  at  13  ct&  87180 

Crrubbing  and  clearingt  597  00 

Osieikxm  bridge f  484  00 

•7,36a  95 

iSpc^tonl04, 

Cdnlains  81  chains.  This  section  leaves  the  gap  or  ravine  af  the 
end  of  three  chains  and  enters  open  marsh,  crossing  islands  and 
ridges  of  hard  land  covered  with  tunber,  and  terminates  in  open 
iparsh  called  Wet  prairie ;  soil  is  sandv  loan,  muck  and  gravtL 
On  this  section  it  is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock  of  8  feet  deep ;  it  ii3l 
require 

94,142  cub.  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cts  per  yard,  81,097  04 
11,158        *'  ambenkment,  at  14  cents,  1,562  12 

One  lock  of  8  feet  lift,  at  81,170  per  foot  lift,  9,360  00 

One  lock-house,  450  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  246  00 

815,715  16 

Section  105, 
0onti(ins  81  chains ;  continues  in  Wet  prairie,  and  passes  two 
ffpall  groves  of  tamarack;  surface  is. covered  with  water  from 
iour  to  six  inches  deep,  cutting  from  four  to  four  and  a  half  feel 
^p ;  soil  is  muck.     It  will  require 
36^149  cub.  yards  of  excavation,  at  ]  6  cts.  per  yard,    85,783  84 

Section  106, 
Contaiqs  81  chains;  continues  in  Wet  prairie,  water  from  six  to 
ten  inches  deep,  and  on  some  parts  two  and  a  half  feet,  cutting 
from  three  and  a  half  to  four  feet;  soil  is  muck,  depth  of  muck, 
is  from  two  to  four  feet  deep.  This  section  terminates  near  the 
hetid  waters  of  Prairie  creek.  Il  will  require 
81,476  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cts  per  yard,  85,321  40 
9,605  '*  embankment,  at  20  cts,  1,821  00 


8M«  48 
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<  Seetkn  10% 

Contafpt  61  chaiDs ;  contfnUes  in  open  marsh  near  Prairie  creisk, 
and  terminates  in  two  feet  cutting  in  marsh  at  the  surface  of  wa- 
ter in  the  creek.  The  water  on  some  parts  of  this  section,  is 
from  one  to  two  feet  deep ;  soil  is  mucky  from  two  to  three  feet  in 
depth.    It  will  require  ^ 

12,683  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  16  cts.  per  yd.,  •1,902  45 
24,249  ''  embankment,  at  20  cts.,  .  4,849  80 


•6,755^  26 


Section  108, 
Contains  81  chains.  The  first  half  of  this  section  is  in  open 
marsh,  the  residue  passes  over  a  rolling  surface  bordering  on  the 
vallev  of  Prairie  creek,  timbered  with  oak,  elir^  and  poplar,  and 
has  from  one  half  of  a  foot  to  seven  feet  Cutting;  soil  is  sandv 
loam  and  gravel.  On  this  section,  it  is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock 
cf  eight  feet  deep.    It  has 

20,030  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yd.,      92,408  60 
85,660  »  embankment,  at  15  cts.,  5,349  00 

One  lock  of  8  feet  lift,  at  $lfinO  per  iooX  lift,  9,360  00 

One  loQk*bous8,  .      450  06 

Orubbing  And  olearipg,  >  237  00 

•17,799  60 

Section  109, 
Conlams  81  chains ;  is  located  in:  the  valley  of  Prairie  Vsroek  at 
the  base  of  the.  ririag  ground  on  the  left^  and  has  suitable  ctntting^ 
mostly  through  timbered  land ;  timber  is  ash,  elm  and  oak  ;  aoil, 
sandy  loam  and  gravel.     It  has  .  .  ^ 

41,581  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  per  yd.,      (5,405  53 
12,008    :      •'  embankment,  at  13  cts.  per  yd.,      1,572  74 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  684  00 

One  farm,  bridge,  424  00 


•8,086  27 


Section  "" 
Contains  81  chains ;  continues  do 
pa  the  slope  of  the  rising  gropi^it 
six  phaiqs,  which  will  require, fro 
.The  residue  of  the  section  has  a  j 
tin|g,  and  terminates  on  the  side  ol 
an  Indian  wigwam.  The  timber 
aod  WjE^ln^t;  spil,  sandy  loam  and  _ 
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37,862  cub.  yds.  of  excavl^tfab^il  Ifl  cts.  perycL  tiM5  84 

kSfiW       ''          omhaok/neaUat  iaci9^  1^14  m 

Ooe  road  bndge«  700  00 

Grubbing  wii  oleariog,  702  00 

•6,566  64 

Secthn  III, 

Contains  81  chains ;  after  dropping  the  level  eight  feet  on  the  first 
station,  £et  suitable  cutting  and  a  good  location  through  the  sec- 
tion, ivhich  is  confined  to  the  valley  of  the  creek  and  to  the  foot 
of  the  rising  ground  on  the  left ;  timber,  oak  and  poplar ;  sdl, 
sandy  loam  and  gravel.  It  will  require  , 
18^585  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yd..  92,230  20 
16,161        *•  embankment,  at  12  cts.,  2,17^  32 

One  lock  of  eight  feet  lift,  at  #1,170  per  foot  lift,  9,360  00 

One  lock  house,  450  00 

Grubbing  and  cTearibg,  630  00 

$lifi4»  52 

Seetimllfk 
ConlaJDs  81  chains ;  passes  over  a  broken  surface  bordermg  up* 
Ob  Prairie  creek,  crossing  two  of  its  tributaries,  wtiich  will  require 
cutreits  to  pass  their  waters,  and  terminates  four  chains  and  se- 
Woty-five  links  east  of  Indian  trail ;  timber  is  white  oak ;  soil, 
sandy  loam  and  gravel.  This  section  will  require 
5,777  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  11  cts.  per  yd.  4635  47 
1111,647        «'  embanlttnent,  at  15  cts.  16««27  05 

Two  cutvens  of  8  fest  cbord  eadv  1,194  peidies,  at 
.    94  50p  4108  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  6M  00 

I — 

•23,9111  St 

Section  113, 
t^ntains  81  chains ;  has  an  undulating  surface,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  thirty-three  chains  from  the  teginning  of  the  section  the 
line  crosses  a  road;  it  then  continues  parallel  with  the  road  to  the 
end  of  the  section,  which  tfrmipatef  twelve  chains  south  of  John 
Cole's  house^  Timber  is  white  and  yellpw  oak ;  soil,  sandy  loam ; 
Witt  require 

38,720  cubic  yds.  of  exeavatiod,  at  13  cts.  per  yd.        $4,883  60 
84,126       ^         embankment,  at  14  cts,  4»777  64 

Okie  road  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  T!4  00 

•10,635  t4 
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114, 

Cootahn  61  chahis.  The  first  nine  chains  are  in  a  valley  from 
one  to  eleven  feet  below  the  level.  The  line  then  crosses  a  ridge 
a  distance  of  twenty-one  chains,  that  will  require  froni  three  to 
fifteen  feet  cutting ;  the  next  twelve  chains  cross  the  valley  of  the 
Lookinglass  above  the  vallev  of  the  bridge  near  D.  Scott's,  which 
lies  from  two  to  nine  feet  below  the  level.  It  is  proposed  to  cross 
the  river  with  an  aqueduct  one  hundred  feet  in  length.  The  re- 
sidue  of  the  section  bears  a  more  westerly  course,  crossing  the 
Toad  leading  front)  Scott's  to  IngersoH's;  on  Grand  river,  and  has 
a  good  I  cation  with  suitable  cutting,  and  ternninates  in  the  mea- 
dow on .  south  side  of  Grand  river  road  opposhe  of  Sylvester 
Scotf  s  house.  On  this  section  it  is  proposed  to  drop  three  locks 
of  ^ht  feet  each.  The  first  half  of  this  section  is  through  tinv- 
bered  land,  the  last  half  is  through  improved  fields ;  sofl  is  sandy 
knm  and  gravel.    It  will  rec^uire 

96,773  cubic  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cti  per  yd,  •4,412  64 
At,606        **        embankment)  at  16  cts.  9,596  M 

One  aqoeddce,  1,800  perches,  at  $4  50, 100  feettrudk,    - 

at  tB  00,  6,990  06 

Three  kxskt  of  6  feet  fift  eaefi,  ist  6M70  per  foot  lift,  28,060  60 
One  k>ck*hou8e,  450  00 

One  road  bridge,  700  06 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  890  06 

•52,559  66 

Section  n^ 

Contaips  81  chains.  This  section  crosses  the  road  leading  do  wo 
the  valley  of  the  Lookinglass,  six  chains  west  of  Sylvester  Scotf s 
Imnm?*,  it  Iben  crosses  low  ground  a  distance  of  nine  chains,  which 
lies  from  one  to  seven  feel  below  tbe  ground,  thropgh  which  a 
small  brook  winds  its  way.  The  next  fifteen  chains  passes 
through  cleared  fields ;  it  then  enters  timbered  land,  in  wfiich  it 
conthsues  a  distance  of  eighteen  chains,  passing  from  thence  into 
improved  lands,  and  in  front  of  Chaoncy  Ferguson's  house,  crossing 
a  small  brobk  and  recrossing  the  river  road  on  a  ridge  nfne  chains 
west  of  the  said  house,  where  it  will  require  for  two  chains,  thir- 
teen feet  rutting'.  The  residue  of  the  section  h^s  an  undulating 
lor/iftee.  crossing  the  vaHeys  of  kwo  small  brooks,  dnd  terminates 
on  the  bank  ot  the  Lookinglass,  nine  chains  in  a  south-west  di- 
reetipo  from  Esq.  Utiey's  house.    The  soil  is  sandy  loam  and 

Svel.    It  will  require  four  culverts  and  two  road  bridges  on 
•aotioD,  and  has 
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2ft,000  cubic  yds.  of  excaymtioivat  IS  cti.  per  yd*  ^SilOS  00 

19,880                   embankroenty  at  12  cta^  2^9  M 
Four  culverts  of  3  feet  chord  each,  440  perches,  at 

94  50,  1,980  00 

Two  road  bridges,  at  9700  each,  1,400  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  1  OS  00 

.     tO.OdO  60 
Section  116, 

Contains  81  chains.  The  first  fifteen  chains  continues  on  the 
sloping  bank  of  the  Lookinglass ;  it  then  crosses  a  ridge  six 
chains,  which  will  require  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  cuttioe. 
The  next  three  chains  crosses  Utle/s  creeks  the  valley  of  whidi 
lies  from  eight  to  ten  feet  below  tKe  level ;  then  eaters  timbered 
lanl  and  has  twenty-ibur  chains  of  snitabie  cutting ;  it  then  crap- 
ses the  valley  of  Cherry  creek,  twelve  chains  in  width,  and  from 
one  to  nipe  and  a  half  feet  below  the  level.  .  On  the  west  bank 
of  the  creek  borders  a  ridge  of  land  over  which  the  line  passes^ 
and  will  require,  for  a  distance  of  nine  chainsi  a  cui  fima  nine  c# 
aixtaeo  feet,  after  which  suitable  cutting  is  obtained  to  the  end 
of  the  seotioB*  The  line  crosses  the  river  toad  again  a  iierw 
chains  south  of  Mr.  Marvin's.  The  timber  is  oak,  eliOt  mapb, 
cherry  and  basswood ;  soil,  is  sandy  loam  and  gravel,  and  wUI 
require 

42,637  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  per  yd.,  #5,542  81 
29,857        *"  embankment,  at  14  cts.  per  yd.,        4.179  96 

One  culvert  of  8  feet  chord,  567  perches,  at  $4  50,  2,551  50 
One  culvert  of  3  feet  chord,  1 10  perches,  at  t4  50,  495  00 

One  road  bridge,  'TOO  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  636  00 

•14,105  29 
Section  111, 

Contains  81  chains.  This  section  passes  through  timbered  land ; 
has  a  dopi^  surface  to  the  south,  and  is  broken  by  rid^  and 
ravines.  The  timber  is  similar  to  the  last  section ;  soiT  sandy 
loam,  and  has 

35,051  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yd.»  $4,206  15} 
55,443        *"  embankment,  at  14  cU.  per  yd,       7,762  02 

One  culvert  of  4  feet  chord,  125  perches,  at  14  50,  562  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  588  00 

•13,118  64 
&c^ion  118, 
Contains  81  chains ;  is  broken  by  ridges,  ravines  and  bluff  bank% 
bordering  upon  the  Lookinglass.    Timber  is  oak»  beech,  elm. 
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,  4,183  oe 

2,5&1  50 
700  00 
600  00 

•11,777  M 

HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  060 

poplar  abd'cbenry;^!  i»  is&dy  loatn  aad  ^tel 

qturt 

84,428  cub.  yds.  of  excavfttioo,  at  1 1  cts.  per  yard, 

tf  .792        *'  embankment,  at  18  cts.  per  yard. 

One  culvert  of  8  feet  cliord,  567  perches,  at  94  50, 

One  road  bridge, 

Orubbit^  and  clearing,  '  -  i  . 


.    .  Section  119, 

OooCainitf  61  chains ;  crosses  the  valleys  of  two  brooks,  nine  and 
twelve  chains  wide,  and  from  one  to  nfleen  fee^  below  the  level, 
and  will  require  culverts  to  pass  (heir  waters.  The  residue  ojf 
the  section  has  mostly  suitable  cutting,  and  passes  thi^ough  beav^ 
timbered  land.  Timber  is  beach,  <^  elm  and  maple ;  soil  it 
sandv  loam  and  gravel ;  surface  generally  inclining  to  the  south. 
Jt  will  require 

19,766  cub.  yds.  of  excavation*  at  II  cts.  per  yd#,  •2,174  26 
58,695        *^'  embankment,  at  14  cts.  per  yd.,       7,517  80 

One  culvert^  6  feet  chord,  826  perches,  at  #4  50,  1,467  00 
One  drain,  62  00 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

GrubbiiDg  and  clearing,  696  00 

Ml  I         II  II     1  I 

•12^16  56 

Section  120, 
Oodtaihs*  61  chains ;  has  suitable  cutting,  with  the  exception  of 
crossing  four  narrow  valleys,  which  will  require  culverts  and 
drains  to  pass  the  waters  of  the  brooks,  one  of  which  is  HilPs 
creek*  Surface  inclining  to  the  southwest  Timber  and  soil  as 
last  described.    Has 

88,789  oub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  11  cts.  per  yard,  98326  79 
20,788        '«  embankment,  at  18  cts.  per  yard,    2,701  79 

Three  culverts  of  6, 4  and  3  feet  chord,  565  perches, 

at«4  50,  2^542  50 

Onedrtnn,  62  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

•9,948  08 

Section  121, 

Contains  81  chains.     The  first  sixty-three  chains  has  from  two  to 

eigitt  feet  cutting ;  the  residue  passes  over  low  .ground,  from  one 

^o  nine  feet  below  the  level,  through  which  a  small  stream  rucs^ 

od  will  Tec|aire^«  Culvert  oT  six  miwpwi^  of  arch.    This  seelioD 
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i3348M 

6,098  JO 

1^7  «0 

9,860  00 

450  00 

700  00 

810  00 

BMMOS 

m*<mMtaitli9rM4^*MshfMin0  4iMro  tfaemvi^  nd  is  oMtlif 

heavy  timbered  land  of  the  common  forest  trees;  soiU 

feann*    Il'will  raquire 

97,866  dub.  yds.  of  excavation^  at  IS  eta.  per  yard, 

8^915        **  embankment,  an  14  CIS.  per  yard. 

One  culvert  of  6  feet  span,  326  perches,  at  94  5ft 

Qse  lock  of  8  teet  lift,  at  $1,110  per  foot  lift, 

Gne  leek-house, 

One  road  bridge, 

Grubbing  and  clearing, 


Section  122, 
Contains  81  chains;  It  has  uiriulatiag  surface,  and  crosses  the 
valleys  of  three  small  brooks ;  ii  then  passes  over  elorvaled  flrnnnj 
arhidh  reqnirea  an  excavation  of  eight  le  thineeii  feel  in  depth  for 
twenty-one  chains,  and  terminates  on  the  border  of  a  swamps  a 
two.  feet  cutting,  a  little  to  the  northwest  of  the  village  of  W»> 
terloo.  This.sectioa  posses  through  a  short  distance  of  denned 
field  on  the  ridge ;  the  remliinder  is  mostly  heavy  tinabered.  SoO 
is  similar  to  the  last  section.  It  will  require 
84,368  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  per  yard,  94M1  84 
07,279        <*  embankment,  at  15  cts.  per  yard,    1(^081  8ft 

Threo  culverts  of  4  feet  chord  each,  383  perches,  at 

84  M,  1,723  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  840  00 

817,128  18 

S6Cliofil2^ 
Contains  81  chainsL  The  first  forty-eight  chains  has  frooi  one  to 
ten  feet  cutting;  it  then  passes  over  lowcroundfromone  to  three 
feet  bebw,  w&ch  cootinaes  to  the  end  of  the  section.  It  posaos 
nrM)stly  through  heavy  timbered  land  of  beech,  maple,  oak  and 
elm ;  soil,  is  sandy  bam  and  gravel.  It  will  requim 
89,541  oub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  per  yard,  95440  88 
87,385        **  embankment,  at  15  cts.  per  yard,    5^7  75 

One  toad  bridge,  700  00 

Grrubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

912,258  08 

Sectim  124, 
ContaiBS  81  chains^  end  is  located  oi^er  a  gently  nrfling  eorfiweb 
»faioh  wiU  reqinre  from  two  to  fourteen  feet  cutting  for  aiat^r* 
tiMree  ebaaos ;  it  then  crosaesthe  valley  of  a  bmok  whkb  is  an 
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diaiiM  HI  #idtli«  And  lies  from  five  to  fifteoit  (MkUkm  the  levcfl ; 
tte^tMUKl  sijt  dmips-paMs;  ovier  a  lidge  fi'om  tkree  tboeigbt/flMt 
bdttingv  and  the  a^liiAt  t^rmtiuttes  in  low  grouady  deieeiding  60 
the  vtfdtt  of  the  ridge.  It  passes  through  timbered  Jaod ;  timber 
libMfht  maple,  oak,  elm  and  walnut;  soil  is  sond^  loam  aiid 
gnHPeK  -  This  section  crosses  the  road  leading  down  the  river.  It 
WllLi'et|ttitia 

57,700  cub.  yds.  of  excavalkid,r*t  19  cts.  per  yard,  97,501  00 
}fiAi9  I"*  .  embaaldiiont*  at  13  ole.  per  yard,f  3,;60  41 
Oms  CAiiv^rt  ^  fii  feet  span,  444  perches,  at  94  50,  1 ,008  OQ 
pqe  road  bridge,  700  00 

Pffibbkig  opd  cbqriDgf  i^lO  00 

,  ;.         </  •la.lCIO  47 

.     c--'    ..-r  •.'   i.,<  .'■■'.    Beciiak  135^  .      ..  >   . 

Cohtaih^  81  chahl  *  The  first  fifteen  chams  crosses  the  vaitey  df 
ai  Cfeek  ftditi  one  td  thirteen  fijet  below;  it  then  pas^s  ofet 
gfobnd  of  MH»bte  (butting,  a  distancSe  of  tbi rty- three  chahM,  and 
then  cfo^^^  iln<nher  valfey  niile  chains  in  Widfh,'and  from  five^  to 
tweht^nine  fe^t  befoW;  then,  after  crossing  a  ridge,  six  chaih^ 
ttint  Wrtf  require  a  cut  Jrofri  seven  to  seventeen  feet,  anothenr  vtit 
ley  Interrenes  twelve  chains  wide  and  lies  from  two  to  twenty* 
four  fe^t  below  the  level ;  it  then  passes  over  rising  ^fotmd  and 
tenninates  in  ten  feet  cutting.  This  section  also  crosses  the  ilvef 
foad  ;  is  very  broken,  and  mostly  through  "timbered  hind.  Tim- 
ber and  soil  similar  to  last  section.  Will  require 
*  17,252'cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  11  cis.  per  yard,  tl.897  72 
14'?,202        •*  embankment,  ot  15  cts.      •♦        22,080  80 

Three  culverts  of  6  feet  span  each,  976  perches,  at 

•4  50,  4,302  00 

One  rodd  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 


Sedion  12(^, 
Conttiins  Bl  chains,  and  has  from  seven  to  twenty  1 
the  first  twenty-^four  chains ;  it  then  has  suitable  ci 
four  chains,  excepting  crossing  the  valley  of  Edd)* 
is  from  two  to  six  feet  below,  a  distance  of  three  c 
has  irom^  ^ight  to  eighteen  feet  cutting  for  nine  c 
crosses  a  narrow  vaney  nine  feet  below  and  termii 
ground  in  seven  (eet  cutting.  The  timber  is  bee 
and  basswood  ;  soil,  sandy  loam  and  gravel.  It  wi 
78,218^  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  per  yari 

Carried  forward 

106 


#29,880  W 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Mi  HOITBB  DOCiaaBlfTS. 

'     Braognt  forward*  •    *    .        # 

lO^^eubic  y«rd»oren«lmikineiMi  at  l^at&pper.yd.  Ifim  89 
One  odlvmt,  4  feet  span,  125  perobee,  al^  6(V    *  56d  50 

Onibbiiig  aad  dealing,  .      .     i  814100 

One  &rai!  bridge^  424  00 

•UJM  07 

^ntaint  81  chiedns.  After' the  fitii  lAt  chains^  which  haafhm 
^ht  to  nine  feet  cutting,  it  crosses'  d  narrow  tifrinc^the  bottoin 
or  \HrhiCh  is  six  feet  below  the  level ;  then  over  high  ground  fnun 
eight  to  eighteen  feet  cuttins  for  a  distance*  of  thirty  dmhtt.  The 
(lext  twenfv-seven  chains  has  suitable  cuttinsr»  with  a  gently  u> 
cfining  sormce  to  the  southwest ;  then  across  low  ground  itr  mx 
chains,  from  one  to  six  feet  btslow  ihe  level,  and  terminates  io 
three  f^et  pitting  on  the;  e^t  shpe  of  •a  brook  valley.  This  sec* 
tba  passQs  through  heavy  timbered  land  of  beech,  mapte,  oak» 
i^lm  and  basswiMid ;  foil  is  sandy  loam.  At  tlie  end  of  the  sec- 
lion  it  is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock  of  eight  feet.  It  will  require 
81,629  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cts.  ppr  yardf  912,244  85 
15,547      /'"  embankmenU  at  12.ct,9.  ..*"  1«8(«5  64 

Dae  lock  of  8  f^lllift,  at  01,170  pec  fool  lifl,        .      !     0,360  00 
Twodcaios,  124  00 

One  look  house,  450  00 

Grubbing,  and  4;learii%,  810  00 

•24,853  00 
Section  128, 
Contains  8i  chains.  'Surface  broken  by  ridges  and  ravines; 
crosses  the  river  road  on  the  high  banks  above  MunroeV  bridjge. 
Which  is  across  the  Lookinglass.  At  the  end  of  the  first  half  of 
the  section,  it  is  located  over  sloping  ground  with  suitable  cutting 
above  the  river  bank,  for  twelve  chains;  then  crosses  a  valley 
from  one  to  seventeen  feet  below,  a  distance  of  eighteen  chains, 
and  terminates  on  sloping  ground  in  five  feet  cutting,  after  cross- 
ing  a  narrow  ridge  of  eleven  feet  on  the  west  side  of  the  bnxA 
vwley.  This  section  passes  mostly  through  heavy  timbered  land. 
Timber,  beech,  maple,  elm  and  basswood  ;  soil  is  sandv  loam  and 
gravel.  Oh  this  section  it  is  proposed  to  d^op  a  lock  of  eight  feet 
It  will  require 

28,521  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  IB  cts.  per  yard,  #8,707  78 
53,303        "  embankment,  at  14  cts.   "  7,462  42 

One  I(X!k  of  8  feet  lift,  at  §1,170  per  fool  lift,  0,360  00 

Three  culverts,  two  of  4  apd  one  of  6  feet  chord,  488 

perches  at  04  50,  2,196  00 

Carried  forward,  0 
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Brought  forward,    '  • 

One  itMMl  hrMge,  .  TOO  00 

One  lock  house,  ^  450  00 

Grubbing  and  cbarii^  732  00 

, .  1,1.    I  . 
•24,609^  15 

CoiHaiii9  81  chains.  Tba  first  half  of  this  section  passes  through 
a  natural  valley  beLweeu  two  risiiog  ridges ;  suitable  cuttii^^.ia 
obtained,  and  the  valley  is  of  proper  width  for  UiecanaJ.  After 
baving  ijhisvaUe^i  the  Jinf  crosses  a  .sooall.  brook  and  a  valley  of 
nineidbaiiis  in  widtb,mnRi.  ifl.fronvtwo  to  twenty-two  feet  bejowr 
Ibt  liBvel ;  then  overTisii^  ground  t'>  the  end  of  the  seotion,  which) 
will  require  from  two  to  thirteen  feet  cutting,  and  terminMes  in  a 
▼alley  between  two  hills,  two  and  a  half  chains  east  of  th$  ^ectioD' 
line  between  sections  thirty  and  thirty-two,  in  town  six  nortli,  of 
largeibiirwest.  Timber  and  soil  similar  to  the  last  section; 
has 

42,471  cubip  yards  of  excavation,  at  13  ct9.  per  yard,  95,521  28 
Hd28  embankment,  at  J  4  cts.  4,805  92 

One  lock  of  8  feet  lift,  at  «1,170  per  foot  lift,  9,360  00 

One  culvert  of  6  feel  chord,  326  perches,  at  t4  50,  1,467  00 
One  lock  house,  ,  450  OO' 

One  farm  bricfge,  '  424  oO 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

t22;888  15 

&c/«on  130, 
Contains '81  chaink;  continues  in  the  valley,  between 
twenty-  four  chains,  and  has  from  nine  to  fourteen  fe< 
T'he  next  fifteen  chains  are  I  >cated  on  ground  sloping  to 
with  a^bcild  ridge  on  the  right;  it  then  crosses  the  vi 
large  bro<ik  eighteen  chains  in  width,  and  from  three  t( 
feet  bel(  w  the  level,  which  will  rrcjuire  a  culvert  often  feet  span 
of  arch  (o  pass  its  waters.     Several  routes  from  the  west  bank  of 
this  valley  were  examined  to  tavrnd  a  ridge  of  deep  cutting,  but 
QODe-  found'  more:  feasibfe  than  the  one  estimated,  whioh  wiU  re- 
quire a  out throfen^inQ  to litiriy-twi> feet,  a datanoe.of .fifteen chaini. 
Tfaftfleolkm  tercninlites  onihe  westalope  of  the  ridge  in  eigbtiiMC' 
cuttii^y three  chain* Arom  the  snmmit.    Timber isoak* bc^ alNl> 
inafriermlt'atiaNdjr  kMinrand  gravel..  It  will  require 
119.312  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  17  cts.  per  yd,  $20,283  04. 
.49,135         >.?t         embaahment*  at  14  els.  6^884  «0 

One^eiilvert  of  10  feet  chord,  592  perches,  at  $4  50^  2,664  00 
Qoefahn  bridge,  404  00 

6r<ibbiii|^  and  clearing,  810  00 

».  Ik  — — — _ 

•81,065  54 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


9m  U0U8B  DOCUMENTS. 

Seciitm  ISl. 
Oontott^s  81  chains.  After  the  first  three  chaini^  wkkfi  ptM  ■ 
tamarack  swamp,  at  foot  of  ridge,  ten  feet  below  the  lere),  it 
crosses  a  point  of  ri<^  three  chains,  with  ((rirteen  feet  ciming ; 
it  then -has  embankment  to  the  end  of  the  section,  in  consequence 
of  changing^  the  location  of  a  lock  to  avoid  deep  cutting.  Most 
of  this  low  ground  can  be  avoidadfoy  varying  the  line  to  the  r^t, 
but  the  estimates  are  based  upon  the  lioe  run.  k  is  through  ttm« 
btrsid  land  ;  timber  is  beech,  maple  and  oak",  soit  is  sandy  kiain 
imdf  ravels  and  will  requrrls 

6,640  <;obie  yards  of  exieamtioii»  at  I6cts.  pet  y«rd^  $M€  60 
1M,151  <'  enrtbankment,  at  10  ots.  1M»M4  !• 

One  eolveK  of  6  ibet  chord,  396  perehei,  at  94  50^        1,467  M 
One  drain,  M  06 

(dnAMng  and  clearing,  610  00 

«97,697  M 
Section  132, 
Contains  81  chains.  The  first  fifteen  chains  pass  at  the  foQt  of  a 
ridge  on  low  ground,  which  will  require  but  one  bonk ;  thea 
apross  a  swamp  nine  chains,  from  five  tp  ei^ht  feet  below  the  le- 
vel, thi^t  will  require  two  banks,  when  it  agam  reaches  the  foot  of 
a  ridjg^  and  continues  on  low  ground  at  its  base  for  tweotyooe 
qbaioa^  where  but  one  bank  will  be  required  ;  then  over  a  brokea 
surface  for  twelve  chains.  It  then  has  fro^n  nine  to  eleven  feet 
quitiog  a  distance  of  eighteen  chains,  and  terminates  in  a  swamp 
valley  in  one  and  a  half  feet  cuuing.  This  section  passes  through 
beavv  timbered  laad ;  timber  is  beech,  maple,  qat^  elm  ^nd  bass- 
wood;  soilis  sandy  lonm.  It  will  require 
26,560  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  1^  els  per  yard,  f  3,712  80 
33337     '      •<  cmbankmentt  at  13  cts,  4,398  81 

Grubbmg  and  clearing,  810  00 

♦8,921  61 
;Sbc^J0fil38,/ 
Gontaios  81  chains,  and  has  from  sevm  to  ssveitfeoQ  feel  ontling 
for  the  first  iwenty-seven  chains;  the  next  forty^five  chains  have 
ftoM  three  and  a  half  to  sevon  feet  cutting*  it  then  mse^omv 
ilsi^g'  itround  and  terminates  hi  siiteen  feet  cuttings  TiiuhBr  and 
soil  sanoe  as  last  aaetioa*  This  seotioQ  crosses  a  sMlemaot  road  $ 
has 

86^3  oQbic  yards  of  ezcavatiM^  at  14  cts  per  yard,  •12,6il  68 
Osi^foadbridga,  MO  «> 

Onibbidg  and  clearing,  610  40 
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SMim  134, 

Gdntaids'Sl  chains.  This  sectido  crosses  (he  dividing  ridge  he- 
tweeh  the  (ributnri<^8  of  the  Lookinglass  and  the  waters  of  CJoose 
creek,  and  will  require  from  sixteen  i6  twenty-sit  feet  ctitling. 
This  deep  cut  could  be  lessened  by  bringing  on  a  higher  levelj 
It  is  through  timbered  land ;  timber,  oak,  beeoh^  maple,  elm,  ash 
and  basswood  ;  soil  is  sandy  loam  and  gravel.  Has 
>W,W1  ctifeic  yds  of  excavation,  at  20  cts  per  yard,  $60,874  20 
Grubbing  and  clearing,  810  00 

;  •61,084  2(y 

•••'  ''''  .   ■  ISecHtml9S. 

Contains  .81  chains ;  contfnues  on  the  dividing  ridge  and  has  from 

nine  to  twenty-two  feet  ci  "      "     '     Irst  sixty  chains.    It  then, 

m  to  three  a  to  the  end  of  the  section, 

js  in  the  vail  h  branch  of  Goose  creek, 

soil  similar  tc  )n,  except ^o  thi^  sectioq 

Swamp.     It  .     ,         . 

I  vds  of  exc£  Is  per  yard^    #34,882  64 

Jge,  "                  4^4  00 

I  clearing,  810  00 

•86,116  64 

Sectim  136,  . 

Coatains^l  .^int;  oontimiesdawn  the  valley  ^  Qpose  creek, 
^A;g^  loQ^ioo,  ^nd  larmiDate^  in  Y^xl  AlstiiiB!^  cl^ari^ga.  It 
ii^propsised  M>  drop  A>ur  kiokf  ^t  «ight  f0et  ,^ach»  soil  is  sandy 
loam ;  limber  as  on  last  section.  It  will,  require 
36,276  eubiQ  yds  pf  ^xoaMation.  at  12  ds  per  yard,  .  •3tl53  12 
10,720  ''  emb^otme^ot,  ^  10  cents,  1,072  00 

F<^r  ioQim  of  9  r^et  lift  ea^i.  At  1,170  pej:  fo^i  lift,        97,440  00 
Tw<r lock-houses,  ^  •^S^  aociir  9^  0(^ 

6fubbii\g»nd  clempf,  7^^  99 

Section  187, 
Contains  81  chains ;  has  a  good  location  in  the  valley,  and  on  the 
west  side  of  Goc^e  creek.  At  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  chain,  cros- 
M  ft  road;  afnd  pat»e«  Ibroo;^  she  improvements  of  Hemy  Bar-: 
tow;  it  tefminates  at  foot  of  rid^i^  m  Goose  oiMk  flat.  On  thi# 
tieocieh  it  k  proposed  to  drop  two  locks  ot  eigbt  feet  each ;  timjber 
it  'vMit  aad  y^w  eak,  dierry,  elaa  add  soft  maple.  The  so^ 
ife  fiiM^irioh,  black,  saniyloafla.    It  will  require 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


•M  HOUSB  DOCOMiaifift 

28,541  cubic  yds  of  excava<bil,«t  IHfteDta  per  yard,  98,424  92 

13,639        '<            erubaiikiiiei^,atI3oGpit8,  \fim-a& 

Two  locks  of  8  feet  lift^schra^  •XA'HO  per  foot  lift,  .18»720  oa. 

Two  lock-houses,  at  «45(V  900  00 

OoQ  road  brid.Ke,                                                    .  .   700  0^ 

0rubbiog  aad  deariogy  ^0100 

.   .«35,94e.60 

fifec^ton  138, 
Qon^ins  81  chains,  down  the  valley  of  the  creek ;  has  a  good  lo- 
caiioD,  and  ternninates  in  Mr.  Lloyd's  improvements,  three  chains 
west  of  the  road  leading  froa^.PorUaod  to  Lyons.  On  this  aeo- 
tioD  it  is  proposed  to  drojf>  four. locks  of  eight  feet -each,;  timber  it 
oak,  maple  and  eJo) ;  soil  is  a  rich  sandy  loam  and  oiucIl.  Wil( 
require 
40,144  cubic  yds  of  excavation,  at  12  cts  per  yard, 

5,353  ^  embankment,  at  12  cents, 

Four  locks  of  8  feet  lift  each,  at  81,170  per  foot  lift^ 
Two  lock-house?,  at  ^450  each, 
One  road  bridge, 
Grubbil)gand  clearing. 


Section  139, 
Contains  81  chains ;  passes  down  the  Valley  of  the  creek,  crossiog 
points  of  ridges  and  crossing  th^  creek,  continues  down  (he  valley 
to  its  junction  with  €^and  river.  It  is  then  located  on  the  lowetf 
table  land  above  flood  water,  w'th  suitable  cutting,  and  terminalet 
on  the  south  bank  of  a  small  brook  id  oak  openings;  soil  is  sandy 
loam,  muck  and  gravel.  On  this  section  it  m  proposed  to  drop 
two  Ux^ks  of  8  fee;  eaoh.  It  will  require 
!t0,100  cubic  yards  of  OAsavatiod.  at  It^cts  per  yatd^  •9,412  00 
iO,081  **  embankment.  At  12  cehft,  2,403^2 

^  Two  fOQks  of  8  feet  each,  at  21,170  per  fofiiUft,  18^790  00 

One  hick^ouse,  450  00 

€(rubbii^  vrnd  clearing,  570  00 

•24,556  72 

Section  140, 
Goiltaina.8i. chains.  This  section  Qontkivea  down  «n  the  >eail 
bankof  Grand  rifei\  and  has  Uf^ooi  location^  mostly suilable  ciMr 
tii^,  passing  one  point  of  high  blufi)  baefc  fron*  twenty  toObirtdP 
feet  above  the  level  for  a  distanieo.of  .sic  Qkfuos,  thai  will  mfm^ 
the  canal  to  be  aet  into  theibaokrlianbaris  ortkt  poplur  and,!^ 
cedar ;  soil  is  sandy  loam  and  gravel*    It  will  require 


H817  28 

M2  S6 

87.440  00 

900  00 

700  00 

648  00 

•45,147  <M 
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8&i6a.         "^          eidbankment^  «l  12  oeots*  d^OW  84 
Tweed vcrt0  of  six.  and  eigblr  feet  ctxifd,  8:^  perobei, 

at.f4  50,           .  *726  08 

OnibbiogdoddeaariiiSp  •  848  80 


•19,495.88 

,  .  SecHon  141, 

Contaioi  81  chaipis ;  is  located  over  a  gen^y  ^loping  sarfaooi  \9Uh 
suitahtefxitti^abovQthigh  wstleF  mark,  and  passes  ibroUgh  ib# 
improvennents  and  near  the'  house  of  Mr.  Bunnell,  and  termioatofi 
M  tlie  oQiih  hank/#f»a}  small  brook  i  timber  is  wUta  and  yeHoW 
onkv.foit  is  »>andy  toansi  i  ]|  wilt  rofuure 
88,490  jeubic  yds  pf  escavalkm^at  13  Ats  fex  ywrd^  .$^96  40 
7,191  *"  embankment,  at  10  cents,  719  70 

One  qalvert  of  8  feet  span,  592  perches,  at  $i  5Q,  2,^04  00 

Que 'ftirm  bridge,  ,424  00 

Onedimio,  62  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  624  00 

88,390  10 

SectumU2f 
GonlaidsSl^obains.^  The  first  half  of  this  section  is  located  on  tha 
fiist  lable  tand  abovie  high  water,  at  ttie  foot  of  a  ridge  on  gnoMnd 
nostlyfrom  one  to  three  feet  below  the  level,  where  out  one  bank 
wM  be  t^quiied  The  remabing  half  is  oo  the  slope  of  b%h  bififf 
biekt  ii*Mch  rises  from  iweniy  to  ninety  feet  above  the  levels  wiMi 
«alo^  from  one  to  two  feet  base  to  one  foot  rise.  Here  it  wilt 
require  the  caoat  to  be  set  into  the  bank  from  (hirtyoone  to  fifty* 
four  feet  The  river^  slope  will  require,  a  brush  slope- wajl  pro* 
tectioQ.  The  soil  is  saody  loam  and  gravel.  On  the  first  half 
of  this  seetioQ.  it  is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock  of  eight  feet-  U  iviU 
require 

9Sa08l  ioob;  yds.  ef  excavation,  at  10  cts.  per  yd.     4^^2,303  18 
18»758  ""         embunknient,  at  12  cts*  2,250  90 

One  lock  of  8  ftet  lift^  at  81»170  per  foot  lift,  9,360  00 

Onekick'house,  450  00 

QrubUog  and  cleariog,  435  00 

#34,788  08 

Section  143, 
Ooptains  81  chains.    After  the  first  twelve  chains,  which  are  on 
the  liV^  ifets,  where  but  one  bank  will  be  required,  it  crosses  a 
lidgd  of  nine  chains^  which  will  require  from  six  to  sixteen  feet 
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Mttlh^l  it  is  thetrbesled lit  Urn  fboi^f  ibe  ridjge  wti  tte.flM%^ 
4itUto06  or  tweDty^fasr  ^dhiin*t  The  Aitt  an:  fr«>m  Ifldta  to 
fbarteeo  feel  Mow  the  lenelr  and  t>ttly  oqe  baak  wiH  be  accewa 
tf.  Tbt  next  fourteen  chaint  are  on  the  brow  of  the  (Muk  above 
tba  ri^r,  which  rises  from  fourteen  to  tweoiy^wo  feel  above  tbi 
levels  ^md  will  require  the  canal  to  be  set  into  the  bank*  The  ro^ 
sMue  0f  tbe  section  bears  to  the  right,  leaving  the  river  bank,  has 
suitable  cuttir^,  and  termioales  in  an  improved  field  south  of  the 
village  of  Lyons.  On  this  sectidn  h  is  proposed  to  drop  a  lock  of 
ikieet  The  aoil  is  iandy  losm  aod  gi<a«el  f  ^liae  dhwrgai 
frMn  this  section  that  iotetseetf  the  riWif  at  Lyoasi  ii  lAdH  m^ 
Mrfre 

Te,4M  dub*  yds.  of  ex<!ilvatioii»  at  U  etK  par  yd^         fOv^M  90 
65,807  '<  embaakm«nl«st  It  ctsi^  )«896  M 

OhclnekefeiaeiHft^attliMl  aafttr  footliR,  a^we  00 

One*  lock-house,  450  00 

06e-ftrrti  bridge,  4M  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  Vtl  #0 

Section  144, 
Contains  8 1  chains.  This  section  crosses  the  flats  sooth  of  Lyon's 
hotel,  and  will  require  an  embahkment  froin  one  to  three  and  one 
halfife^t  for  a  distane^  of  twenty-<we  chains,  at  vAikb  diaiiMie 
It  Maches  GraDd  river  near  the  bridge*  Tbe  ctossiog  of  ikO 
A'^mt  would  require  an  aqueduct  four  hundred  (bet  in  len^ ;  the 
bed  of  the  river  lies  some  filleen  feecH>el4iw  the  levet.  The  rssi» 
6fJM  of  the  section  passes  through  tn^  lower  {Nirt  of  the  vWageof 
Lyorti,  on  the  west  side  of  thd  river,  and  contiodsa-io  saiiaMaiMSi 
tlog  at  the  foot  of  the  rid^  on  whioh  the  village  is  situdtei  and 
termiuati^s  in  timbered  land'  Timber  is  beeefa^  maple,  oak,  isai* 
Ant,  besswooiK  cedar  and  tafmiracki  On  thia  semio»  it  is  propo* 
sed  t6  drop  a  lock  of  eight  feet,  and  it  int^rseets  with  tkeoortbefn 
raiJDad  route.    It  will  require 

f  S,d7e  duWc  yds  of  excavation,  at  11  eenfa  per  yard,  Olv^W  70 
09,711        '*  '  embiinkmeiit,  ai  18  earns,  5^102  48 

One  aqueduct  of  2,$dO  perches,  al  04  5U|  and  400  (bM 

oftrunk,  at09,  14,040  00 

Ohe  lock  ( f  8  feet  lift,  at  01,170  per  foot  lift,  0,010  00 

One  lock  house,  450  00 

OM  mad  bridge.  700  00 

One  farm  bridge,  424  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  881  00 
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Sccnon  1409 

Containfl  81  chains;  is  located  mostly  through  timbered  land,  at 
the  base  of  a  ridge  bordering  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  of 
Grand  river,  crosses  Libhart's  cre^k  near  the  road  leading  down 
the  valley  of  the  river  to  Ionia,  and  through  improvements  near 
his  barn ;  timber  is  oak,  elm  and  basswood  ;  soil,  sandy  loam  and 

f ravel;  will  require 
1,326  cubic  yds  of  excavation,  at  10  cents  per  yard,   82,182  (5d 
.8;932"  ;      ••  embankment,  at  11  cents,  982  62 

Grrubbing  and  clearing,  408  00 

»3,528  1? 

Sectim  146, 
Contains  81  chains ;  continues  over  gradually  sloping  grounds 
near  the  foot  of  the  ridge  inclining  to  the  north,  with  suitable  cut- 
ting, for  the  first  56  chains  ;  it  then  passes  over  a  pine  ridge  with 
eight  feet  of  cutting,  to  the  end  of  the  section.  The  timber  is  beech* 
maple,  ash,  elm  and  pine.  This  section  crosses  two  small  spring 
brooks  which  will  be  taken  into  the  canal.  It  will  require 
48,642  cubic  yds  of  excavation  at  13  cents  per  yard,  96,323  46 
3,693         *'  embankment,  at  12  cents,  443  16 

Qqe  farm  bridge,  424  00 

prubbing  aqd  clearing,  64S  00 

•7,838  62 

Section  147, 
Contains  81  chains;  has  a  good  location  with  suitable  cutting  on 
the  first  table  land  above  high  water.  The  surface  is  gently  in- 
clining to  the  river,  and  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  beech, 
maple,  elm,  ash  and  basswood  timber.  The  soil  is  a  rich  vege- 
table mouldy  sandy  loam  and  gravel.  It  will  require 
25,198  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  11  cts.  per  yard,  #2,771  78 
6,393        «  embankment,  at  12  cts.  per  yard,       767  16 

One  culvert  of  3  feet  chord,  110  perches,  at  $4  50,  495  00 

6rubbing  and  clearing,  648  00 

•4,681  94 

Section  148, 
Contains  81  chains,  and  passes  ovei*  ground  similar  to  the  last 
section,  and  crosses  a  brook  where  an  aqueduct  twenty  feet  in 
length  will  be  required.  Previous  to  crossing  the  brook,  it  is  pro- 
posed* to  drop  a  lock  of  eight  feet  Timber  and  soil  are  the  same 
as  last  section,  with  the  addition  of  some  oak.  The  section  ter- 
minates m  Ionia  road  at  the  foot  of  a  high  bluff.  It  will  require 
107 
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90,433  cub.  yds.  of  excaTatkinu  at  1 1  cts.  per  yard,     #3»d47  68 
11,649      /*  embankmeot,  at  12  eta.  per  yard,    1,421   88 

One  aqueduct,  264  perches,  at  94  25,  and  20  feet  of 

trunk,  at  $7  50,  1,272  00 

One  lock  of  a  feet  lift,  at  $1,110  per  fool  Gft,  »,300  00 

One  lock^house,  450  00 

One  rbad  bridge,  700  00 

^Irubbjqg  and  clearing,  648  00 

817,199  51 
Section  149, 
<Jodta!ns  60  chains ;  continues  on  the  bottom  land  at  the  foot  of 
the  high  bluffs  for  the  first  forty  cbaios ;  then  bearing  to  the  right 

zh  bluffs  and  taking  a  ridge  bordering  upon  the  out^ 

sn,  forming  p.  bayou  or  basin  at  its  junction  with 

At  this  point  it  is  proposed  to  unite  with  the  river 

lock  of  ten  feet.     This  would  be  a  very  safe  point 

can  be  easily  protected  from  the  high  floods.    The 

It  of  intersection  is  twenty*five  chains  above  the 

sing  place,  to  the  village  of  Ionia.     The  timber  i$ 

oak,  elm,  ash,  butternut  and  basswood.    Soil  is 

It  will  require 

ds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yard,     #2,842  08 

embankment,  at  10  cts.  per  yard,       l]d  70 

0  feet  lift,  at  #1,170  per  foot  lift,  11,700  00 

e,  450  00 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  i  438  00 

816,248  78 


Aggregate  cost  qf  Cedar  and  Grand  River  Canal  JRoute ,  with 
the  average  per  mile. 

Cost  of  construction,  #1,247,549  01 

Contingencies,  54,000  00 

.Total  cost,  #1,301^9  01 


Average  per  mile,  #16750  95 

This  aggregate  amount,  I  think,  can  be  reduced  by  chanj2;ing 
the  location  of  some  of  the  locks,  and  varying  some  part  ot  the 
line  from  the  present  estimated  route ;  but  deeming  it  practicable, 
I  thought  ii  noLimportant,  in  this  examination,  to  spend  time  for 
a  more  feasible  route.  And  was  the  route  estimated,  to  be  the 
one  ac^pted,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  work,  (which  is  liberal  and 
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abundantly  sufficient,  with  economy  in  its  expenditure,  to  com- 
plete the  canal)  is  not  a  sum  that  should  even  excite  the  fears  or 
forbodings  of  the  most  sceptical  in  relation  to  the  policy  of  inter- 
nal  improvements,  as  an  objection  to  the  state's  assuming  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  construction  of  this  work.  It  is  not  a  work  of 
minor  importance  to  the  interest  of  Michigan,  iK)r40,tl9q  interests 
and  future  prosperity  of  the  richest,  (by  nature,)  and  most  impor- 
tant district  in  the  state.  It  is  a  work  6t  ^bich  there  is  no  doubt, 
fri  niy  opinion,  Chat  would  pay  not  only  the  interest  of  the  money 
on  the  capital  invested,  but  a  revenue  into  the  treasury  of  the 
state.  ltd  fiirAibg  lands  are  rich  beyond  description  ;  its  mineral 
wealth  untold;  its  chmate  serene  and  delightful,  in  a  latitude 
where  health  might  be  considered  the  prevailing  epidemic ;  anc| 
situaleii  in  the  centre  of  the  state,  connected  with  a  machine  driv- 
ing power  ih  its  water  courses  of  immense  wealth,  atidt  as  shua* 
ted,  perhaps  unparalleled  in  extent— connecting,  (it  well  might  be 
Mnd,  as  the  time  is  not  (elt  distant  when  it  will  be  trCily  appfiea*^ 
ble,)  with  the  Mediterranean  of  the  west  by  the  broad  and  ma- 
jestic Nile  of  Mich^n;  And  when  the  contemptoted  improve^ 
ments  from  this  placid  inland  sea  shaU  reach  the  rich  minmg  re- 

S'ons  of  the  &r  west,  bordering  upon  the  great  valley  of  the  fa- 
ers  of  rivers,  and  its  waters  connected  by  the  Illinois  c^nal  with 
the  cotton  and  sugar  growing  states  of  the  far*stratching  south, 
with  a  line  of  communication  froai  its  southeastern  border,  ex- 
tendipe  across  the  state  of  Indiana  to  the  great  and  risipg.ciVy.of 
the  valley ;  and  our  own  no  less  splendid  than  wisely  adopted 
system  of  internal  improvement  shall  be  completeiX  intersecting 
hier  points  of  deposite  by  four  independent  linet  of  communication 
across  our  state  from  her  eastern  navigable  waters^  and  the  con- 
nection, (by  St  Marie's  canal,)  with  that  mighty  stretch  of  out- 
spreading waters  to  the  fa^olad  regioos  of  the  north — its  shores 
may  be  considered  the  deposite  cf  the  rich  products  pf  the  y^si 
extended  regions  of  the  hdi  growing  west,  as  well  as  its  bosom 
the  radiating  point  for  the  untold  millions  of  commerce  which  will 
at  no  distant  period  float  upon  her  mirror  surface  and  crowd  her 
busy  ports. 

All  of  which  is  dofamitted  with  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  ju- 
dicious policy  of  oar  system  of  internal  improvemfsnt,  and  with 
much  respect 

JARVIS  HURD,  OMJSr^^i^ 
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(No.  I.) 
Table  of  Altitude  above  Lake  St.  Clair. 

LIVINGSTON  CODNTV. 


TowDf  A  Ningef. 

Names  of  places. 

^ 

1 

P$ 

i 

1 

PQ 

1 

1 

1 

T,8N.ofR4.E. 

Oak  ride, 
IVnaradL  swamp 

335 

880 

T.aN.of  ».3R 

Coalcredi, 
Creek, 

311 
808 

885 

Tt8N.ofIl.8Ji. 

Bigmayah,* 
Cedar  river. 
Camp  creek, 

898 

311 
995 

908 

T,4N,ofR.jE. 

Kentcfeek, 
Dimier  creek, 
EiUoacr«ek, 

965 

275 
870 
857 

869 

Beech  creek, 

961 

1 

INGHAM  COUNTY. 


t.4N.0fB.lE, 


Beech, 
Bliifi;t 
Graad  river, 
Pardee's  creek, 
Pine  lake, 
Creek  t 
Ridge,l| 
BlnS;^ 


ftro 

937 

969 

869 
864 

800 

307 

980 

CLINTON  OOUNTY. 


t.5N.ofR.2W. 


Plrairie  creek, 
Rid«s, 
Creek, 
McKetizie*s  oredi 


T.5N.ofR.3W. 


DeWitt, 

CrtA, 
FergQaoB*s  ofsMr, 
Utk7*s  creek. 
Look  in^ass  river, 
BUplacredL 
Cherry  creek, 
Bluff,** 
Poplar  creek. 


940 


909 


907 


989 


978 


nit  of  Marsh, 
tbn  the  Cedar  river. 

tO^mlet  of  Pine  lake.  .  ^  «_.  .   u 

UD^iding  ridge  between  Cedar  nver  and  Praina  cfaek. 

VOn  Grand  river. 

tAtthevillMeofDewitt. 

**On  the  Lookii^laii  river  opfxiaite  Uvff. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS. 

CUNTON  COiniTr— (CoatimMii.) 


869 


Tomm&BMDgm, 

Names  of  pUuMM. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

T.5N.ofR.3W. 

HiU'i  creek, 
Creek, 
Clear  creek. 
Creek  of  the  yal'y, 
Creek, 
Grove  creek, 

u 

250 
222 
216 
214 
212 
207 
210 

T.5N.ofR.4W. 

M 

it 

Creek, 
Eddy'i  creek. 

209 
202 
811 
189 

lOJ 

^OACOUN' 

TY. 

T.  5  N.  of  R,  5  W.  LookingkM, 

196 

MiUrace.* 

136 

BlufT.t 

183 

Portland, 

lae 

Grand  river, 

113 

T.6N.ofR.5W. 

Ridged 

ti 

140 
128 

216 

T.7N.ofR.5W. 

Grand  river, 
Bluff,!! 
Lyons, 
Grand  river, 

94 

84 

72 

170 

T.7N.ofR.6W 

Lebharts  creek. 
Creek, 

u 

Grand  river,^ 

64 

72 

78 
65 

•At  the  villaffe  of  Portland. 

tOn  the  Lookinglass  river. 

Summit  between  Lpokinglnss  river  and  Goom  oreak. 

UOn  Grand  river. 

%AX  the  tannination  of  tha  canal  nrate. 
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'  tpra 


^ 

:e8 

Dams 

Total 

— r 

^ 

0 

g) 

i 

i 

Path 

I 

e 

5 

1 

t 

1 

^ 

2 

- 

PortaKgeblnT. 

, 

2 

LoeklMmw 

900 

$4188ii62 

1 

Loekkow* 

450 

16384  SS 

^ 

2 

LoekbOM* 

900 

27982  40 

- 

2 

LoekkMw 

900 

S1042  1» 

— 

85250 

•118191  63 

#450 

•18063  79 

450 

17284  58 

10941  80 

8034  49 

6794  38 

450 

88471  27 

18544  88 

91194  84 

450 

39881  24 

1800 

•248660  22 
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CEDAR  BRANCH  ROUTU 
lamfficTma  qband  spnim  at  thb  movth  or  MiCort^  cjumu 

iSsdton  100, 

OoQtaiiyi  91  chains.  This  section  crosses  a  ridge  which  will  re« 
Quire  from  nine  to  fourteen  feet  cutting  a  distance  of  twelve  chains  i 
ttie  residue  of  the  section  isnlestly  soilable  cutting,  bordering  on 
aswaap  md  a  iMrsb,Md  has  an  undulfeitilig  sum^.  Tbaikiw 
bar  if  while  oak  and  poplar;  soily  tnindy  Umm*  On  tkaisectioo 
b  is  propased  to  drop  a  lock  ^  8  feel }  and  oo  this  sacliaB  Iha 
Lookinglass  route  diverges.    It  has 

46,90&  cub,  yds.  of  excav4tionf  at  13cts.  per  yard,  •6,007  M 
10,678        «*  embankment,  at  IS  cts.,  1,388  14 

Uaabek  of  8  feet  Kft»  at»U70  par  fool  liftt  9,360  06 

Onefeck-house,  460  60 

Grubbmg  and  clearing,  768  00 

918,66^  79 

Section  101, 
Contains  81  chains;  has  a  rolling  surface,  bordering  upon  a 
S«vaaip^  and  termtDatas  at  the  Indito  trail  leadiog  from  Qeof»o« 
viitege  OB  the>Cedar  to  the  mouih  of  Prairie  crecuc,  at  1).  ScoU^ 
06  the  Lookinglass  river,  in  Cliatoncou{^\^  Timber,  oaks  beeoh# 
maple,  elm»  poplar,  cherry  and  baaswoad ;  soil,  mostly  aaady 
k)eQi.  Qo  this  section  it  is  proposed  to  drop.a  look  of  S  ieet«  U 
will  require 

34,605  cuK  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts*  per  yard*  #3,940  60 
26,879        **  embankment,  at  12  eta.  per  yard,    3,105  48 

Oae  lock  8  feet  lift,  at  61,170  per  foot  lift,  9,360  m 

One  lock-house,  450  00 

One  culvert  of  4  feet  span,  125  perches,  at  $4  50,  562  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  816  00 

•17,234  58 

Section  102, 
Contains  81  chains.  The  first  six  chains  cross  a  ridge,  which 
will  require  from  fourteen  to  twenty-three  feet  cutting ;  it  then 
crosses  the  valley  of  Purdy's  creek»  which  lies  thirteen  feet  below 
the  level,  and  will  require  a  culvert  of  10  feet  span  of  arch  ;  the 
residue  of  the  section  has  from  two  and  a  half  to  six  feet  cutting. 
Timber  and  soil  are  the  same  as  the  last  section.  It  will  je- 
quire 
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48,965  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yard,  $6fi7S  80 

8,975         •*           embankment,  at  10  cts.,  897  50 
One  culvert  of  10  itfel^cb^r^  ^p9  j^cl^  at  t4  50 

per  perch,  2,604  00 

Otaie^iioed  bridge,  .         -        •       ,  -    '     r  700  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  804  00 

•10,MI  M 

Baotim^lOBr 
OeMrio*  81  chains;  .  It  has  from  two  vari  a  iialf  td«x  faef  eal- 
ting  for  the  first  twentjt-fodr  chaiotf ;  then  paMea  over  -low  ground 
»  diacance  of  thirty-nine  cbakis^  crossing  Leaf  creek,  vrMch  Kea 
four  feet  below  the  level ;  the  residue  crosses  a  ridge  which  has 
ivom'i^ight  to  thhrteen  ibet  cuttingw  Timber  and  soil  as  last  de- 
^ihed.     It  has 

45,959  cub.  yds.  of  excavation^  alt  I'd  Vtts.,  per  yard,    tdtdOS  00 
'%961        ''  embankment,  at  10  cts.,  706  W 

Okie  culvert  of  4  feet  chord,  125  perches,  at  #4  50,  562  SO 

Ombbii^  and  clearing,  840  GO 

08,034  49 

Section  104, 
Oontalfi^  81  chains;  has  Mailable  cuttim  for  the  first  thirty^ihc 
chains;  it  then  crosses  a  ridge  of'  nine  chains  in  dhtailoe,  wbieh 
will  require  «  cut  from  i^me  to  twelve  feet.  The  residue  of  the 
section,  though  some  broken,  has  a  good  location  at  the  foot  of  a 
ridge,  and  rising  ground  on  the  rigln*  Near  the  terminatioo  of 
this  section  a  line  was  run  down  and  intersected  with  the  Cedar 
^iver  at  the  north  bend ;  bntthe  stream  below  is  so  very  crooked 
and  the  banks  beirtg  subject  to  inundation,  would  render  this  in- 
fersectioh  unadvisable.  The  timber  Is  beech,  maple,  white  and 
yellow-oak,  ash,  elm  and  basswood  ;  soil,  sandy  loam  and  gravel. 
Has 

40,744  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yd.    04,880  26 
10,751        *•  embankment,  at  10  cts.  per  yd.     1,075  10 

OHe  drain,  62  00 

Grubbing  and  clearings  768  00 

$6,794  88 

Section  105, 
C6ntains  81  chains;  continues  near  the  foot  of  a  ridge,  firteen 
chahas,  with  suitable  cutting ;  at  this  point  it  crosses  Grand  river 
road,  and  it  is  proposed  here  to  lock  aown  eight  feet  into  an  ex- 
tensive swamp,  extending  north  and  south,  which  lies  from  four 
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to  sit  kei  belcm  the  levd.  The  lln6  crbafl^  a  Mnall  stream  hi 
Ais  swamp  which  will  require  a  cnffert  of  eight  feet  span  of  arch. 
Tinrt)er  is  oak»  elm,  beech,  whitewodd,  tamarack  ami  hickory ; 
soil,  sandy  loam,  clay  loam  and  muck.    It  will  require 

d»157  cubic  yards  Krf* excavation,  at  13  cts  per  yd.'  #738  84 
116.179         "  embankment,  at  17  cts.  **  19,580  43 

One  lock  of  8  feet  lift,  at  91,170  per  foot  HA,  9,360  00 

One  Cuhert  of  8  feet  span^  692  perches,  at  #4  60  per 

perch,  2,664  00 

One  lock-house,  460  00 

Grubbing  and  deatii^,  078  00 

$33,471  27 

Section  lOd* 

Contains  81  chains,  and  coioitinues  in  the  SWamp  &  distance  of  forty 
chains,  which  lies  from  one  and  a  half  to  three  feet  below  the 
level ;  crosses  a  small  stream  which  will  require  a  culvert  of  four 
feet  span  of  arch ;  it  then  enters  upon  the  ridge  divid'ng  the 
swamp  from  Grand  river,  and  terminates  in  thirteen  feet  cutting. 
Timber  as  on  last  section ;  soil  is  muck,  sandy  loam  and  gravel; 
and  will  require 

61,066  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  16  <^nts  per  yard^  97,668  26 
69  888        *'  embankment,  at  16  cts.      *"  9,674  08 

One  cuhrert  of  4  feet  chord,  126  perches^  at  94  60,  662  60 

Grubbing  and  clearing,  760  00 

918^44  8S 

SectioH  107, 

Contains  81  chains;  passes  over  the  sdrtirhit  of  a  ridge  which 
rises  forty  feet,  and  terminates  on  the  western  slope  of  the  ridge 
in  seven  feet  Cutting.  This  deep  cut  cad  be  avoided  by  a  more 
southerly  route  andintersedting  Grand  river  near  the  junction  of 
the  Cedar.  It  will  increase  distance,  but  I  should  recommend  it, 
for,  should  this  route  be  adopted,  the  embankment  on  the  last  two 
sections  might  be  obviated  Dy  dropping  another  lock.  The  tim- 
ber is  beech,  maple,  oak,  elm  and  bass  wood ;  soil  is  sandy  loam 
and  gravel.    It  will  require 

393,168  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  23  cts  per  yd.  990,426  34 
Ghibbing  and  clearing,  768  00 

991,194  34 

.  &e<Uum  108, 
Cofitains  86  chains,  and  terminates  on  Grand  river  at  the  mouth 
of  a  small  creek  on  section  nine,  town  four  north,  of  range  two 

108 
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.west,  Tbif  would  be  a  favomble  poirit  oT  ioteneotittg  with  tht 
river,  should  this  route  be  adopted.  Qa  this  section  it  wottldr^ 
quire  three  loclis*  The  timber  and  soil  are  similar  to  the  bust 
section.     It  would  require 

20,036  cubic  yards  <}f  excavation*  at  14  cts.  per  yd«    #2,805  04 
7,202        '<  embankment,  at  10  cts.        *  720  20 

Three  locks  of  8,  10  and  12  feet  lift,  at  #1,170  per  foot 

lift,  85^100  0% 

One  lock-house,  450  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing*  306  00 

•39,381  24 


PORTLAND  BRANCH  ROUTE. 

10  THB  MOUTH  OF  TBM  LeOKINOUJBS  BtVmU 

Section  131, 

Commences  at  sectioii  130,  on  the  main  line,  which  is  the  divery- 
ing  point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Lookinglass*  of  which  4he  foUowiDg 
are  the  estimates : 

This  section  contains  81  chains*  and  takes  the  main  roote  iv 
ihe  first  fifteen  chains^  on  which  distance  it  is  proposed  to  drop  a 
lock  after  crossing  the  poini  of  a  ridge ;  it  then  passes  over  bw 

Sound  a  distance  of  nine  chains,  from  one  and  a  half  to  four  feel 
low,  at  which  point  another  lock  is  proposed ;  then,  after  cross- 
ki|[  |i  narrow  ridge  from  three  to  six  feet  cutting,  it  crosses  low 
ground  a  distance  of  twenty-one  chains,  from  one  to  eleven  feet 
below,  through  which  a  brook  winds  its  way,  and  would  require 
a  culvert  of  six  feet  span  of  arch.  After  crossing  the  creek  and 
reaching  the  rising  ground  on  tbe  west  bank*  afKHher  lock  is  pro- 
posed ;  the  next  nine  chains  pass  over  rising  ground  from  one  to 
two  feet  cutting ;  then  through  a  swaipp  fifteen  chains,  which  lies 
from  one  to  two  feet  below,  where  bjut  one  bank  will  be  required  ; 
then  across  a  narrow  ridge  of  seven  feet  cultiju&  and  temiioatea 
o^  sloping  ground  ixkclining  to  the  southwest.  Tlxis  section  passoa 
noostly  through  heavy  timnered  land.  Timber  is  beech,  maple, 
oak,  elm  and  basswood ;  soil  is  sandy  Ioam»  gratel  and  muck. 
U  will  reqwe 

13,978  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  13  cts.  per  yard,  #1,817  14 
65,562        ''  embankment,  at  14  cts.  per  yard,    9,178  68 

Three  kxjka  of  8  feet  lift  each,  at  #1,1 70  per  toot  lift,  28,080  00 
One  culvert,  6  feet  span,  230  perches,  at  94  50,  1,035  00 

One  drain,  62  00 


Carried  forward, 
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Bf QOght  forwanl,  • 

Two  loek-hous^  at  #450  each,  MO  00 

GrubbiDg  and  clearing,  810  00 

•41,882  83 

,  Section  132, 
Contains  81  chains.  Af^er  crossing  a  rid^e  which  will  require  a 
eat  from  seven  to  fifteen  feet  a  distance  ot  twelve  chains,  it  has  a 
good  location,  with  suitable  cutting,  through  timbered  land,  over  a 
surface  gradually  inclining  to  tl^  south.  The  timber  and  soil 
the  same  as  on  the  last  section.  On  this  section  it  is  proposed  to 
drop  a  lock  of  8  feet    It  will  require 

48,066  cub.  yds.  of  eicavation,  at  11  cts.  per  yard,    t^Td?  26 
9.008        **  embankment,  at  12  ets.,  1,188  96 

One  lock  of  eight  feet  lift,  at  91,170  per  foot  lift,  9,860  00 

One  lock-house,  450  00 

Grubbing  and  dearing,  648  00 


•16,884  22 


Sectum  133, 


Cc)ntains  81  chains.    This  section  has  mostly  a  side-ly ins;  surface 

near  the  brow  of  the  bank  bordering  on  the  low  flats  of  the  Look- 

Inglass,  with  bold  ridges  and  high  biufTs  rising  upon  tlie  right,  and 

terminates  against  the  first  high  bluff  bank,  at  which  point  I  would 

propose  to  build  a  bank  in  the  river,  and  cut  a  channel  across  a 

narrow  neck  of  low  ground  on  I  he  opposite  side  for  the  river. 

On  this  section  it  is  proposed  to  drop  two  locks  of  eight  feet 

each.     The  timber  is  principally  white  and  yellow  oak ;  soil,  is 

sandy  loam  and  gravel.     It  will  require 

20,870  cub.  yds  of  excavation,  at  12  cts.  per  yard, 

80,100        *'  embankment,  at  13  cts., 

Two  locks  of  8  feet  lift  each,  at  91,170  per  foot  lift. 

One  culvert  of  3  feet  chord,  110  perches,  at  #4  50, 

Two  lock-houses. 

For  turning  channel  of  the  river. 

Grubbing  and  clearing* 


'  S^tofi  134, 
Contains  75  chains.  The  bluff  banks  continue  along  the  first 
nine  chains,  and  rise  from  twenty  to  thirty  feet  above  the  level ; 
the  section  then  passes  over  a  gradually  sloping  surface  a  dis« 
tance  of  fifteen  cnain^  where  it  meets  again  with  the  l^gh  bluff 
banks,  which  rise  from  thirty  to  fifty  feet.    I  would  here  propose 


92,504  40 

3,913  00 

18,720  00 

495  00 

900  00 

850  00 

600  00 

•27,982  40 
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to  set  th6  oanal  partly  into  the  blo^  buUdipg  6oe  bonk  in  the  ri- 
ver, and  widening  the  present  channel  by  ditching  on  the  oppoiite 
«de.  There  would  be  but  little  danger  of  banks  washing  away, 
from  their  being  in  a  mill  pond  where  the  water  has  but  little  <;iir- 
rent.  The  bottom  of  the  river  is  from  three  to  six  feet  below  the 
level  which  the  slope  of  the  towing  path  will  occupy,  along  the 
bluff,  a  distance  of  twenty-one  chains.  After  leaving  the  high 
blufis,  the  line  crosses  a  narrow  ridge  on  the  river  bank,  leaving 
it  to  the  right,  and  intersects  Mr.  Newman^s  mill  race  a  few  rods 
north  of  the  dam  and  bridge  across  the  Lookinglass,  near  its 
junction  with  Grand  river  at  the  villa^  of  Portland.  After  cross- 
ing the  mill  race,  the  line  makes  a  handsome  curve  across  the 
0ats  between  the  race  and  Grand  river,  and  intersects  the  latter, 
near  the  junction  of  the  mill  race,  where  a  good  landing,  deep 
water,  and  a  fine,  safe,  natoral  harbor  can  be  had.  In  the  last 
high  bluff  on  the  Lookinglass,  were  indications  of  a  ledge,  the 
pudding  stone  making  its  appearance  on  the  face  of  die  bluC 
The  soil,  on  this  section,  is  mostly  sandy  loam  and  gravel  Ob 
this  section  it  is  proposed  to  drop  two  locks  of  10  feet  each.  It 
will  require 

23,160  cub.  yds.  of  excavation,  at  II  cts.  per  yard,  #2,547  60 
21,743        **  embankment,  at  18  cts.,  S326  59 

Two  locks  of  10  feet  lift  each,  at  #1,170  per  foot  lift,  29>400  00 
7wo  lock-houses,  at  #450  each,  900  00 

One  road  bridge,  700  00 

Grubbing  and  cleariog,  318  00 

For  widening  chann^^qf  th^  nyeh  If250  00 

•31,942  19 
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(No.  51.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  a  settlement 
with  the  Michigan  State  Bank.'' 

Hon,  El.  S.  Bingham, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Dear  Sir — The  undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  authorize  %  settlement  with  the  Michigan  state  bank," 
apptoved  on  the  10th  instant,  beg  leare  to  report  that  they  have 
waited  upon  the  officers  of  that  bank,  and  hare  received  fnm 
them  a  statement  of  their  account  with  the  state,  which  agrees 
with  that  of  (he  State  Treasurer,  and  the  baianoe  due  the  sere' 
rat  fondfi  this  day,  is  as  follows,  viz: 
Funds  for  buildings,  #449  75 

Internal  improvement  fund,  364,332  17 

Henry  Howard,  Treasurer,  6,183  43 

Primary  school  fund,  4,730  88 

Sinking  fund,  75,816  27 

Marshall  and  Allegan  raih*oad  compa- 

ny,  60,000  00 

Contingent  fund>  1,197  02 

Bank  fund,  1,891  73 

« •514,540  26 

To  which  the  bank  claim  that  they  have 

in  part  equitable  offsets,  as  follows : 
Advances  to  James  B.  Hunt,  commis* 

sioner,  928,003  71 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  1,912  80 

John  D.  Pierce,  superin- 
tendent, 9,187  73 
Porter  &  Gibson^  coramis* 

aioaers  state  prison,       23,358  37 
H.  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 912  30 
Levi  S.  Humphrey,  com- 
missioner,                      2,115  35 
Safety  fimd  notes  on  hand,                    28,753  62 
Pay  advanced  by  fiscal  agent  to  ooem- 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  $  • 

bers  of  the  present  legislature,  about    9,500  00 

Money  advanced  to  J.  S.  Bagg,  State 
Printer,  authorized  by  law,  and  to 
come  out  of  his  appropriation,  11,500  00 

Thev  also  propose  a  transfer  of  a  part 
of  the  ainount  standing  to  the  credit 
of  Marshall  and  Allegan  railroad  com- 
pany, already  paid  to  the  Calhoun  co. 
bank,  by  their  giving  security  to  the 
state,  50,000  00 

$165,243  88 


X^eaving  a  balance  due,  9349,296  37 

The  undersigned  found  that  this  mode  of  settlement  involved 
questions  which  were  not  legitimately  under  the  act»  in  their  opin- 
ion, within  the  scope  of  their  powers  and  duties,  as  the  act  con- 
templates a  aettienient  with  do  one  but  the  bank,  aiui  the  allow- 
ance of  the  several  items  to  tlie  bank  would  virtually  \>e  an  aJ- 
lowance  of  them  by  the  state  to  the  several  individuals  against 
whom  they  stand  charged  on  the  books  of  the  bank* 

The  bank  alleges  that  they  have  a  just  and  equitable  claim 
against  the  state  for  the  foregoing  enumerated  items  of  advances 
made  to  different  state  officers. 

The  undersigned,  upon  inquiry  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  and 
Mr.  Hunt,  ascertained  that  the  advance  to  him  as  commissiooer, 
occurred  in  the  following  manner.  Under  a  law,  the  former 
Board  of  Conrunissioners  of  Internal  Improvement  allowed  the 
Acting  Commissioners  to  have  in  their  hands  any  amount  of  mo- 
ney not  exceeding  940,000  at  any  one  time,  to  be  expended  upon 
the  public  works,  and  whenever  the  board  audited  their  accounts, 
they  had  the  amount  passed  to  the  credit  of  such  Acting -Com- 
missioner upon  the  books  of  the  bank  in  general  account,  and  he 
was  permitted  to  draw  until  that  was  drawn  out,  and  if  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  public  works,  the  bank  did  not  refuse  to  pay  the 
drafts  of  such  Commissioner  aft^  the  fund  so  credited  had  been 
exhausted. 

The  officers  of  the  bank  say,  that  upon  this  subject  they  fine- 
quently  applied  to  the  board  for  instructions  what  to  do,  and  inva- 
riably received  for  answer,  to  continue  to  pay  their  checks,  and  it 
would  be  all  right  whenever  the  board  met,  which  was,  at  that 
time,  seldom. 

On  the  6th  April  ISS"^,  Mr.  Hunt  had  overdrawn  his  account 
forty-nine  thousand  dollars,  upon  which  day  the  board  audited  his 
account  and  gave  him  a  warrant  for  thirty  thousaad  dollars,  and 
on  the  7th  April,  one  for  twenty  thousand  dollars  more ;  he  still 
continuing  to  draw  as  usual. 
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Id  Febniary,  1888,  Mr.  Howard,  the  Treaiorer  of  the  state,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  legislature,  gave  the  board 
notice,  that  he  had  placed  in  the  bank,  in  special  deposit,  to  the 
credit  of  the  internal  improvement  fund,  some  safety  fund  money 
amounting  to  97,224  84  dollars.  The  board,  by  resolution,  au- 
thorized it  to  be  loaned,  and  gave  Mr.  Hunt  a  warrant  for  five 
thousand  of  it,  charging  his  account  upon  the  books  of  the  board 
with  that  amount,  which  he  loaned  to  G.  W.  Williams,  for  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Pontiac.  At  a  subsequent 
time,  Mr.  Whittemore  of  Pontiac,  for  the  Bank  of  Oakland,  bor- 
rowed five  hundred  dollars,  and  Mr.  Williams  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars.  Afterwards,  Williams  again  took  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  again  one  thousand.  Mr.  Whittemore  again 
applied  to  Mr.  Hunt  for  more,  and  he  gave  him  a  check  for  five 
thousand,  but  he  could  select  only  twenty-five  hundred  that  would 
answer  his  purpose.  On  the  21st  March,  F.  H.  Steevens  borrow- 
ed of  Mr.  Hunt  two  thousand  dollars  cf  Clinton  Canal  money, 
and  gave  his  note,  payable  in  one  year  from  its  date  in  good 
funds,  with  interest.  6.  W.  Williams  took  one  thousand  dollars 
on  the  same  day  of  the  same  kind  of  paper,  upon  like  terms.  So 
that,  upon  recapitulation,  it  will  be  tound  that  Mr.  Hunt  loaned 
to  G.  W.  Williams,  for  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of 
Pontiac,  911,234 

Mr.  Whittemore,  for  the  Bank  of  Oakland,  8,000 

F.  ii.  Steevens,  in  Clinton  Canal  money,  2,000 

G.  W.  Williams,  on  his  private  account,  1,000 

Whole  amount  of  money  loaned,  917,284 

for  five  thousand  dollars  of  which  he  had  the  order  and  warrant 
bfthe  board,  and  the  balance  of  twelve  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  dollars  was  loaned  without  such  warrant,  and  was 
not  carried  into  his  general  account  till  some  time  during  the 
summer.  Mr.  Hunt  says,  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Howard,  treasurer 
of  state,  that  he  had  received  this  last  amount,  or  more,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  legislature,  and  that  it  was  deposited  in  the  bank 
as  special,  and  could  only  be  made  available  by  loaning,  payable 
in  current  funds.  In  addition  to  the  money  loaned,  Mr.  Hunt 
says  he  has  vouchers  which  are  allowed  by  the  board,  but  which 
the  Auditor  General  refuses  to  audit,  for      $8,757  85 

And  also  has  a  claim  against  G.  D.  Wil- 
liams, which  however,  he  acknowledges  him- 
self bound  to  pay,  for  800  00 

9,557  86 

And  the  amount  of  money  loaned  as  foregoing,  17,234  00 

Carried  forward,  926,791  85 
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firought  forward,  120,79]  85 

Which  deducted  from  the  amount  advanced  him 

by  the  Michigan  State  Bank,  38,003  71 

Leaves  a  balance  against  him  of  91,211  86 

He  further  says  he  has  a  balance  due  him  on  the  books  of  tbe 
internal  improvement  board,  of  over  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
deducting  from  the  items  charged  to  his  account  the  first  aroouoC 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  which  he  had  the  order  and  warrant  cf 
the  board  to  loan,  it  will  leave  a  balance  due  him  of  over  seven 
thousand  dollars,  actually  due  to  him  from  the  board. 

The  undersigned  are  unwilling  to  take  upon  themselves  tbe 
responsibility  of  determining  whether  all,  any,  or  how  much  of 
this  shall  be  allowed,  conceiving  that  they  have  no  such  authority 
under  the  act,  as  before  stated.  If  the  money  so  advanced  to  him 
was  done  in  good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  and  with  assur- 
ances from  the  board  of  internal  improvement,  that  all  should  be 
made  right,  and  had  been  expended  for  the  works  of  the  state, 
then  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  iustice  and  equity  o/  the  c\aim 
against  the  state.  And  again,  if  those  safety  fund  notes,  which 
were  loaned,  were  placed  in  the  bank  as  special  deposits,  and  it 
was  deemed  a  matter  of  prudence  and  caution  to  loan  them  In 
order  to  prevent  their  perishing  in  the  treasury  of  the  state,  then 
the  bank  are  in  equity  entitled  to  have  the  claim  allowed,  al- 
though perhaps,  strictly  speaking,  they  have  no  legal  right  to  de- 
mand it.  The  amount  of  Mr.  Hunt's  unaudited  vouchers,  if  correct, 
and  fully  and  fairly  expended,  should  probably  be  allowed,  al- 
though the  undersigned  do  not  consider  it  to  be  their  province  to 
inquire  into  that  expenditure.  They  only  take  the  order  of  the 
board,  in  Mr.  Hunt's  favor,  as  their  guide. 

The  item  to  D.  C.  McKinstry  is  a  balance  of  a  large  advance 
made  to  him,  and  which  has  been  reduced  from  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  present  amount.  It  was,  a  great  portion 
of  it,  Mr.  Norton  says,  paid  by  him  atone  lime,  while  in  Albany, 
to  save  the  slate  iron  from  seizure  by  the  transportation  company, 
for  charges.  The  undersigned  think,  if  allowed,  it  should  be  de- 
ducted from  the  estimates  of  McKinstry  upon  his  contract  upon 
the  central  railroad. 

The  money  advanced  to  John  D.  Pierce,  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  a  matter 
of  dispute.  Mr.  Pierce  should  settle  and  adjust  his  own  account 
with  the  bank,  and  pay  them  this  advance  if  right ;  although  the 
bank)  in  their  anxiety  to  reduce  its  debt  to  the  state,  as  much  as 
possible,  would  be  glad  to  avail  itself  of  this  amount 

The  advance  to  Porter  &  Gibson,  Commissioners  of  stale  prison. 
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some  of  the  srtate  officers,  when  the  works  at  the  prison  would  have 
stopped  but  for  such  advance.  If  the  funds  so  advanced,  have 
been  judiciously  expended,  the  undersized  see  no  objection  to  the 
allowance  of  this  item,  to  be  deducted  from  the  first  appropriation 
which  may  be  made  for  the  progress  of  this  work. 

The  board  of  interna!  improvement  last  summer,  supposing 
that  claims  for  damages  upon  the  central  railroad  could  be  more 
advantageously  settled  by  the  acting  Commissioner,  if  he  was  al- 
lowed to  have  money  on  hand  to  do  it,  whenever  he  saw  fit,  is- 
sued an  order  to  H.  Alden,  acting  Commissioner  at  that  time,  au- 
thoriz'ng  him  to  negotiate  with  the  Michigan  state  bank  for  ten 
thousand  dollars.  The  order  was  presented  to  the  Auditor  Gene- 
ral, who,  considering  such  a  procedure  not  sanctioned  by  law, 
refused  to  draw  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasurer  for  it.  Never- 
theless, Mr.  Alden  made  the  arrangement  with  the  bank,  and  ex- 
pended nine  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  which 
should  probably,  in  equity  be  allowed,  although  the  legality  of  the 
act  of  the  board  may  be  questioned.  The  amount  to  Levi  S. 
Hnmphrey,  is  for  the  survey  of  the  railroad  from  Lockport  to 
Nilefs,  which  the  legislature  have  had  some  action  upon  at  this 
session,  directing  it  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations  already 
made  for  the  southern  fiifroad,  if  the  undersigned  rightly  recol- 
lect, which,  when  done,  will  get  this  matter  out  of  the  way. 

The  last  item,  viz :  safety  fund  notes  on  hand,  the  undersigned 
can  only  present  the  facts  as  alleged  by  the  bank,  and  the  legisla- 
ture must  be  the  judges  of  its  equity :  Mr.  Steevens,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  says  that  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  of  the 
money  was  placed  in  the  vault  of  the  bank  by  the  treasurer  of 
Wayne  county,  in  a  trunk,  and  remained  there  for  weeks  without 
being  touched.  It  was  finally  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  state  as  a  special  deposite,  being  the  only  manner  in 
which  the  bank  would  credit  it.  About  two  thousand  dollars  was 
received  of  Mr.  Pierce,  Superintendent  of  public  instruction,  and 
the  balance  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  state  and  the  railroad.  The 
bank  and  Treasurer  consider  that  these  moneys  were  received  by 
the  Treasurer,  and  by  him  deposited,  under  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, requiring  him  to  receive  all  safety  fund  notes  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  or  before  a  certain  day  therein  named,  if  the  collec- 
tors who  paid  them,  would  make  oath  that  they  were  the  identical 
moneys  received  for  taxes  by  them. 

They  were  all  entered  as  special  deposites,  and  were  laid  away 
in  the  vault  with  the  labels  and  wrappers  about  them,  and|marked 
"  H.  Howard,  Treasurer,**  or  •*  Railroad,**  as  the  case  might  be, 
which  original  wrappers  and  labels  were  around  the  notes  when 
the  committee  of  investigation  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives during  this  session,  went  to  examine  the  condition  of  the 
bank.  The  committee  removed  the  wrappers  and  labels  for  the 
109 
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purpose  of  assorting  and  counting  the  notes,  and  Mr.  Steeveot 
gathered  them  up,  preserved  them,  and  they  were  shown  to  the 
undersigned  so  marked. 

The  undersigned  would  further  state,  that  upon  the  point  whe- 
ther these  were  special  or  general  dep<jsites  must  the  matter  de- 
pend. A  special  deposite,  strictly  speaking,  is  one  made  under 
seal  or  wrapper,  and  not  entered  in  the  books  of  the  bank ;  and 
of  course  in  no  way  to  be  used  by  it,  but  the  identical  bills  re- 
turned as  they  were  deposited.  Whether  the  bank  made  them- 
selves liable  when  they  entered  the  same  upon  their  books,  even 
if  they  were  entered  as  special  deposites,  your  honorable  body 
must  judge.  From  the  unsettled  state  of  things,  and  the  unusual 
manner  of  doing  business  in  consequence  of  the  derangement  and 
fluctuation  of  the  currency  of  our  own  state,  the  bank  ciaimi 
that  it  is  entitled  to  this  allowance  as  special  deposites. 

With  these  claims  allowed  to  the*n,  (the  advances  made  to  the 
legislature,)  ihe  '^ mount  due  them  from  John  S.  Bagg,  state  prin- 
ter, and  the  transfer  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  money  now  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  Marshall  and  Allegan  railroad  company* 
which  they  have  paid  to  the  Calhoun  county  bank,  and  which  the 
bank  wishes  the  state  to  receive  the  securities  of  said  company 
for,  ill  the  same  manner  that  the  Ypsilaiiti  and  Tecumseh  railroad 
company  have,  they  will  then  owe  the  state  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  they  pro- 
pose to  pay  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  fifty  thousand  dollars 
on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  every 
six  months  thereafter,  till  the  whole  amount  is  paid,  with  interest, 
secured  by  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  signed  by  the  directors  of 
the  bank. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  legislature,  that  the  question  ot  settlement  depends 
upon  the  justice  or  equity  of  the  claims  of  the  bank  against  the 
state,  and  becomes,  in  a  measure,  a  matter  of  expediency.  The 
bank  at  the  present  time  is  in  a  crippled  situation  as  far  as  the 
present  means  are  concjrned,  and  a  lar^je  debt  due  to  the  state 
is  in  consequence  in  jeopardy.  The  bank  claims  as  eqfuitably  due 
to  them  those  sums,  although  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  the  state 
may  not  be  considered  bound  to  allow  ihem.  When  we  take  into 
view  the  present  situation  of  the  state  aflfairs  with  that  bank,  and 
consider  that  by  aHowing  these  claims  the  remaining  part  of  the 
debt  will  be  made  secure  and  available  to  ihe  state  in  time,  and 
the  bank  will  be  able  to  redeem  its  circulation  and  outstanding 
drafts,  it  becomes  a  question  of  expediency  which  the  undersigned 
respectfully  ask  the  Icgislalare  to  settle,  whether  these  claims 
shall  be  allowed  or  not,  and  then  the  settlement  with  the 
bank  becomes  a  ver\  easy  matter.  The  bank  decline  making 
such  settlement  till  the  legislature  or  the  competent  authorities 


Digitized  by  VjOOSI^ 


HOUSE  DOCUMENTS.  981 

say  distinctly  what  shall  be  done  with  these  items  of  disagree- 
ment. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 

Auditor  CreneraL 
RAxNDOLPH  MANNING, 

Srcretaiy  of  State. 
A.  G.  HAMMOND, 

Com.  of  the  Legislature. 
Detroit,  April  13,  1839. 
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An  account  current  with  the  contingent  fund,  94 

An  account  current  with  the  penitentiary  fund,  96 

An  accoum  current  with  Ypsilanti  and  Tecoraseh.  railroad  qiynpany,  .  96 

An  account  current  with  the  Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  oonBp^aUTt  89 

A  statement  of  the  bank  fund,  .  {|00 

An  account  current  with  tfke  ipteroal  improvement  fund,  102 
A  summary  statement  of  funds  on  band,  and  to^whatapooim^  t^bifi^  aUyid, 

due;         '  118 
A  statement  of  iiy)neys  received  on  ac(X)unt  of  sales  of  state  stqok^,  4Q^ 

bow  applied,  120 

An  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  government  for  year  183?*  121 
An  estimate  of  receipts  i^)pl|cable  to  the  support  of  governipont.  for  ymi 

1839,  122 
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4.  RSPORT  OF  THK  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  StATE  6eoL*OI8T*8  RePOET  IM 

RELATION  TO  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  StATE   SaI^T  SPRINGS,  1S3 

5r*  Attorney  General's  Report,  196 

Accompanying  DocumenU, 

Schedule  A.    [Proceedings  and  ii\junction8  of  banks  in  chancery,]  ISB 

Schedule  B.    [Other  civil  cases  at  law  and  in  chancery,!  130 

Schedule  C.    [Criminal  matters,]  132 

6.  Report  of  the  Judiciart  Committee  on  the  bill  and  report  of  the  se- 

lect committee  relative  to  the  collection  of  taxes  in  Wayne  county,  131 

7.  Report  of  the  Expenditures  on  the  St.  CiiAIR  and  Romeo  rail- 

road, 135 

8.  State  Bank  Charters,  136 

Bank  of  Indiana,  136 

Act  amendatory  thereto,  161 

Bank  of  Tennessee,  163 

9.  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  relative  to  a  change  in  the 

location  op  the  Wayne  ootWTT  poor-bouss,  178 

10.  Reports  of  the  I^inoritt  and  Majority  of  the  Committee  on 

elections,  on  the  claim  of  Elisha  Ely  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of 

Reprttsentatives,  as  a  member  from  the  county  of  AHegan,  180 

Attorney  General's  opinion,  IBS 

Certificates  of  election  in  Allegan,  Barry  and  Eaton,  183 

11.  Message  from  the  Executive,  transmiifing  a  communication  from  John 

MuUelt,  relative  fo  re-location  of  certain  lands,  187 

12.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  University  and  School  lands,  188 
13w  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  189 

Condition  of  the  University  fund,  196 

Condition  of  School  fund,  196 

School  lands  sold  in  1838.  200 

Report  of  School  Inspectors,  203 

Reports  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  221 

14.-  Bank  Commissioners*  Report,  226 

Condition  of  the  banks  in  the  first  judicial  circuit,  241 

••                     "               second  judicial  circuit,  243 

••                     ••               third  judicial  circuit,  254 

15.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  Salt  Spring 

Lands,  267 
Schedule  of  lands  selected  and  approved  under  act  of  Congress,  June  23," 
1836,  for  the  use  of  salt  springs,  268 
do           do       for  erection  of  public  buildings,  268 
do          do       of  lands  selected  by  C.  C.  Douglass  ibr  state  build- 
ings and  salt  springs,  270 

16.  Memorial  and  resolutions  relative  to  Improvements,  &a  by  the 

General  Government  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  371 

17.  Annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvement  of  the 

State  of  Michigan,  873 

Report  o^  E.  H.  Ix>:hrop,  acting  commissioner  Central  railroad,  S85 
Report  of  Jas.  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissioner  on  the  Clinton  and  Kalama- 

looeanal,  291 

Jas.  B.  Hmu's  report  in  relation  to  loans  made  by  him,  296 
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Report  of  L.  S.  Hmnphrey,  acting  oommisakmer  Southern  railroad  and 

Havre  Branch  railrwad,  904 

Report  of  Uix  Kubinaon,  acting  commisBioner  river  improvemenls  and 

Sault  Sie.  Marie  canal,  313 

Report  o(  John  Almy,  chief  engineer  on  the  river  improvements  and 

Sault  Ste  Marie  canal,  315 

Report  oi  Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commiisiooer  on  the  Northern  railroad 

and  Saginaw  canal,  321 

Tracy  McCracken's  report,  Saginnw  canal,  334 

do                                Northern  railroad,  326 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the  conslraction  of  the  In- 
ternal Improvement  act  as  amended,  328 

18.  Account  of  John  S.  Bagg,  State  Printer,  334 

19.  Memorial  and  Resolutions  relaiiv.>  to  ike  military  rofids  commenced  by 

the  General  (iovernmenl  ini  he  Slate  uf  Michigan,  338 

20.  Report  of  the  Sklect  Committee  lo  wh  >m  was  referred  lundry  peti- 

tions and  affidavii.'f  frum  ciiiz>  m  oi  Berrien  county,  in  behalf  of  cer- 
tain selil  n»  on  Uiiivereity  nnd  Slat  r  laiidn,  340 

21.  Report  of  the  State  (iEologist  in  relaiion  to  the  iron  ore,&c.  on  the 

school  section  in  town  Hve  souih,  range  seven  wchi,  in  Branch  county,  342 

22.  Report  of  the  examination  and  investigation  oi  the  affairs  and  condi- 

tion of  ih   Bank  OF  Yfsilanti,  344 
LiahiliiieM  and  Resoiircps,  348 
Statement  on  oaih  of  '1  hrodoro  Roroeyn,  together  with  his  correspon- 
dence with  vaiioua  indivi  uaU,  352 
Certificates  as  to  character  of  Philo  S.  Rawson,  364 
Ariirli'S  of  Agreement  between  the  bank  and  Theodore  Romeyn,  367 
AflSduvit  of  R  S.  RawMon,  368 
"     '  of  Allen  Stpwart,  871 
"        of  Gilbert  Shaituck,  372 
**       of  Robert  Lockwood,  373 
"*       of  George  B.  Ilarleston,  375 
"        ol  John  Frink,  376 
"        of  John  Grij^wold ,  377 

23.  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Geologist,  380 

Northern  Part  of  the  Peninsuia. 

Topographical  and  general  character,  381 

Rocks,  384 

Tertiary  clays,  392 

Shell  marl,  393 

Gypsum,  393 

Change  of  elevation  in  the  waters  of  the  great  lakes.  394 

Southern  part  of  the  Peninsula,  400 

Coal,  402 

Salt  springs  and  state  salt  lands,  404 

Zoological  and  boUnical  departments,  404 

Collections  for  the  State  University,  406 

Topographical  department,  maps,  &c.  407 

Reports  of  Geological  assistants,  409 

Report  of  Doct.  Abm.  Sager,  Zoologist  of  geological  survey,  410 
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CMbk)gd»  ttCMmpai^ing  report,  413 

Report  of  Doct.  John  Wright,  Botanist  of  geological  survey,  -tSI 

CaCalo^e  acooflipanying  the  same,  423 

Report  of  S.  W.  Higgins,  Topographer,  443 

Reference  to  parttadars  of  hu  lUpoH. 

Topographical  location  of  Michigan,  444 

The  lake*  and  lake  coast,  449 

Depth  of  the  lakes,  450 

Interior  peninsula  lakes,  451 

Periodica]  rise  and  fall  of  water  hi  the  lakes,  4SI 

Rivers,  454 

United  States'  surveys,  457 

I,eveU,  457 

Wops,  &c.  460 

Report  of  C.  C.  Douglass,  Assistant  Geologist,  461 

Inghcmtf  Eaton,  and  Jadcson  Countia. 

Timber  and  soil,  4tt 

Marshes  nnd  Swamps,  4$3 

Springs  and  wells— Streams — Marl,  464 

Bog  iron — Crag—Boulders,  4lSi 

Clay — Building  and  flagging  stone,  466 

Coal,  468 

Report  of  Bela  Hubbard,  Assistant  Geologist,  470 

Wayne  and  Monroe  Counties. 

Wayne  county — Topographical  features,  470 

"              Soil  and  agricultural  character,  471 

"              Boulders,  473 

**               Marshes  and  wet  prairies,  473 

"               Encroachments  of  the  river  and  lakes,  475 

Clay,  476 

•*              Lhnerock,  477 

Marl.  479 

Peat,  480 

*'              Bog  iron,  481 

**              Chalybeate  springs— Sulphur  springs,  48i 

"              Brine  springs,  483 

**              Water.  weUs  and  springs,  484 

Roads.  485 

Monroe  county— Topography — Lake  coast/  487 

"              Soils  and  Timber,  488 

**              Marshes  and  wet  prairies,  490 

**               Peat,  490 

•*              L'merock,               ,  491 

•*  Lime— Sand,  ^        494 

Clay-Marl,  495 

"               Sulphur  springs,  496 

^               Streams  and  springs — Bog  Oi^,  497 

"              Boulders— Phenomena  accompanying  ^he  limerock,  498 

Glossary,  including  most  of  the  geological  terms^used  in  the  reports,  from 

Lyell*s  Geok)gy,  and  other  sources,  499 
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S4.  ComuNroATioN  fkom  tke  PRS«ii>«irT  of  the  Boaed  of  Intbanal 
Improvement,  tranamitting  the  gvrvey  and  eftiniBlM  ibr  s  nilrood  fiini 
CenterviUe,  vb  Lockport,  GrOMTa  aad  CasaopoUt,  to  Nfles,  508 

25.  Report  of  the  Committsb  appointcd  to  iHVEmoATE  the  affairt 

and  condition  of  the  Bonk  of  Macomb  and  Oakland  comity  Baak,  541 

M emorandtni  of  original  aabscription  and  tranrftn  of  Hock  of  the  Oak- 
land county  Bank,  548 
Affidavit  of  Wm.  S.  Stevens,  551 
List  of  stockholders  and  officers  of  the  Oakkuad  ooonty  Bank,                      553 
Sd.  Report  of  the  Attoknet  General  relative  to  Bames  UNDift  ni« 

ItTNCTION)  5lt 

List  of  banks  under  iiQunetkm,  with  the  names  of  each  reeeiver,  and  his 
plaee  of  residence,  and  the  period  when  the  time  for  reoeivingeipirea,       564 

97.  HSPORT  OF  THE  GoMMfTf^B  OM  AoRIOVLTURB,  566 

28.  MESffAGB  FBOM    TAB  GoV«RNOR   TRANSMITTING  CORRBBPONDBtfOB  IN 

RELATION  1^  ROWLAND  HASTINGS,  568 

S9i  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Banks,  dbc.  to  whom  ww  referred  so 
much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  efiablishmeot  of  a 
State  Bonk,  574 

30:  Message  from  the  Governor,  transmit  ting  papers  rblativb  to 

THE  Bank  of  Macomb  coaNTV,  579 

81i  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inouibb 

INTO  THB  CONDITION  OF  THE  MICHIGAN  StATB  BaNK,  583 

Correspondence  with  F.  H.  Steeveos,  Pres't,  586 
A  statement  of  funds  belonging  to  the  state  in  Michigan  State  Bank,  said 

to  have  been  left  upon  special  deposite,  594 

G«ieral  fhnd  account,  594 

Sinking  fund  account— School  fond  acoount,  595 
3Bb  Report  of  the  Minority  of  tbb  Committee  on  the  subjbot  of 

THE  STATE  FUNDS  IN  THE  StATB  BaNK  OF  MiOHIOAN,  597 

SR  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  rbferrbd  the  petition 

OF  THE  STOCKHOLDERS  OF  TBB  WhITB  PiGEON  BBET  SUGAR  COM- 
PANY. ^  602 
84«  Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  temperance,  606 
85*  Report  of  K.  Pritchette,  Bank  Commissioner,  rblativb  to  spe- 
cie CBBTinOATES,  ISSUBD  TO  ORBATB  BANKS,  Ac.                                          609 

Specie  certificates,  &o.  611 

Bank  directors,  dec.  61$ 

Oakland  county  Bank— Seth  Beach— Wm.  &.  Stovaos,  682,  683 

Bank  of  Saline— Orrin  Parsons— 8.  Finch,  685,  626 

Lapeer  Bank— A.  V  Hart— H.  B.  Lymi,  689,  631 

"           B.  F.  Towne,  635 

Hwrhangw hank  of  Shiawnawe    BommBtkm^L,  Brown,  637,  689 

Farmera*  and  Meahanica*  bank  of  Pootiao— Wm.  S.  Stevem^  640 
Clinton  canal  bank  and  Farmers*  and  Mechanics*  bank  of  PoDtJae-4>. 

H.  Parker,  641 

FaiBicta^  bank  of  GsBosea-  R.J.  a  ftga,  648 

Bank  of  Lapeei^A.  Goodfich,  647 
110 
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36.  Rkport  of  the  Minor itt  of  thb  Committee  on  Printing,  on  the 

BILL  to  repeal  THE  ACT  C&BATINO  A  StATE  PrINTER,  649 

37.  Report  of  the  Minority  of  the  Committee  on  Wats  and  Means,  650 

38.  Report  of  the  Committee  relative  to  abolishing  certain  btatx 

officers,  653 

39.  Report  of  tub  Attorney  General  relative  to  the  Farmxeb*  and 

Merchants'  bank  of  St.  Joseph,  at  Centerville,  656 

Copy  of  letter  from  Thos.  Fitzgerald,  Bank  CommisBiooeri  659 

Certiticate  of  pr^ideat  and  Urrt^cton,  661 

Articksof  agreeraeDt  between  W.  S.  Stevens  and  Thos.  W.  Lengky,  66S 

40> .Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improvement  in  MXLk- 

TION  to  the  improvement  OF  THE  CUNTON  RIVER,  664 

41.  Report  of  the  S&lect  Committee  to  investigate  the  accounts 

OF  Benjamin  Porter,  State  Prison  Commissioner,  668 

42.  Report  of  the  Majority  and  Minority  of  the  Committee  om 

Printing,  in  relation  to  the  bill  making  afvrofriations  to 

John  S.  Baog,  State  Printer,  669 

Report  of  the  majority,  669 

Report  df  the  m  lO'^iiy,  670 

Verbal  testimony  before  the  oommiuee,  67S 

Affidavits,  678 

Statement  of  oost  of  paper,  68S 

43.  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  tsb  affaire 

OF  the  IJANK  OF  YPSILANTI,  683 

Statement  of  Theodore  Romeyn,  686 
Affidavits,                                                                                               699, 704 

44.  Report  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  investigate  the  ne- 

gotiation OF  THE  five  million  LOAN,  705 

Contract  with  the  Morris  canal  banking  company,  70B 

Supplementary  agreement  relative  to  loan,  711 

Morris  canal  company's  agreement  for  90  days*  drafls,  71S 

Correspondence  between  Gov.  Mason  and  E.  R.  Riddle,  714 

Treasurer's  account^  716 

Letter  of  Prime,  Ward  &  King,  719 

.  »•       J.  Delafield,  780 

Answer  of  Stevens  T.  Mason  to  inteirrogatories  of  the  committee^  7S1 

Letter  of  John  Norvell,  728 

Statement  of  Treasurer,  7S9 

Receipts  cancelled  relative  to  draft  of  •  10,000— J.  B.  Murray,  730 

Memorandum  of  sale  of  state  stock,  731 

Interrogatories  and  answers— Gov.  M  ison,  735 

Interrogatories  and  answers — Mr.  Romeyn,  737 

Interrogatories  propocmded  to  Gov.  Mason,  739 

45.  RiroRT  OF  the  Committee  appointed  to  intestmatb  the  ac- 

counts OS  Benjamin  Porter,  acting  Commissioner  of  the 

State  Prison,  741 

46.  Communication  in  regard  to  the  State  Library,  743 

47.  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  of  investigation  nrro 

the  general  accounts  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of  In- 
ternal Improvement,  747 
Statement  of  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  754 


Digitized  by  VjOOSI^ 


INDEX. 


939 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do       do 


No.  P^e. 

Retolntions  of  the  board,  755 

Statement  of  account  of  Levi  S.  Hmnphiey ,  756 

General  abstract  of  the  expenditures  on  the  Central  railroad,  761 

do       do       Souibern  raiboad,  763 

Central  railroad  and  other  workfl-«J.  B.  Hunt,  766 

Northern  railroad  and  Saginaw  canal— W.  A.  Burt,  769 

Grand  and  Kalamaxoo  rivers — St.  Ste.  Marie  canal— R. 

Robiason,  770 

Running  cars  and  repairs,  Central  railroad,  77S 

Abstract  of  the  various  expenditures,  774 
Statement  of  property  purchased  and  sold  by  D.  C.  McKinstry  and  J.  B, 

Hunt,  acting  commissioners,  777 

List  of  officers  and  engineers  paid  out  of  internal  improvement  land,  779 

Statement  of  the  Auditor  General,  780 
Mr.  Wuodbridge's  opinioa  hi  relation  to  the  duties  of  Auditor  General  as 

auditor  of  board  of  mtemal  improvement,  '  786 
Commimication  of  Jas.  B.  Hunt  in  relation  to  report  so  ftr  as  it  ralatea  to 

him,  790  > 

Communication  from  E.  H.  Lothrop,  SOS 

**                  L.  S.  Humphrey,  803 

Report  of  select  committee  on  accounts  of  L.  S.  Humphrey,  806 

Report  of  the  majority  of  the  investigating  committee  supplemantary  to 

former  report,  818 

48.  MSBSAOE    OF   THE  GOVERNOR,  RETURNING   THE   BILL   ENTITLED  **  An 

ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  CERTAIN  SETTLERS  ON  UNIVERBITT  AND 

STATE  LANDS,"  without  his  signature,  888 

49.  CoMMtrNICATlON  OF  THE  AUDITOR  GENERAL  RELATIVE  TO  THE  AGREE- 

MENT WITH  THE  Bank  of  Michigan,"  831 
Refort  on  the  Cedar  and  Grand  River  branch  of  the  Clinton 

AND  Kalamazoo  canal,  834 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  in  [pursuance  of  an  act  entitled 

**  An  act  to  authorixe  a  settlement  with  the  Michigan  State  Bank,"  925 
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